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SECT. IL

Of pride and humility 5 their objects
and caufes.

HE pafiions of PRIDE and HuMI-SECT.
L1TY being fimple and uniform II.
impreffions, ’tis impofiible we can ever, by i B
a multitude of words, give a juft definition
of them, or indeed of any of the pafiions.
The utmoft we can pretend to is a defcrip-
tion of them, by an enumeration of fuch
circumftances, as attend them: But as thefe
words, pride and bumility, are of general ufe,
and the impreflions they reprefent the moft
common of any, every one, of himfelf, will
be able to form a juft idea of them, with-
cut any danger of miftake. For which rea-
fon, not to lofe time upon preliminaries, I
fhall immediately enter upon the examina-
tion of thefe paffions. = '
'T'1s evident, that pride and humility,
tho” direly contrary, have yet the fame
oBjecT. This objett is felf, or that fuc-
ceflion of related ideas and imprefiions, of
which we have an intimate memory and con-
{cioufnefs. Here the view always fixes when
B 3 we
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PAr T we are actuated by either of thefe paffions.

j

L ¥ Ve
OF pride

and bhumi-
fi.l')'.

According as our idea of ourfelf is more or
lefs advantageous, we feel either of thofe op-
pofite affections, and are elated by pride, or
dejeGted with humility. Whatever other
objets may be comprehended by the mind,
they are always confider'd with a view to
ourfelves ; otherwife they wou’d never be
able either to excite thefe paflions, or pro-
duce the {malleft encreafe or diminution of
them. When felf entérs not into the con-
fideration, there is no room either for pride
or humility.

Bu T tho that conne@ed fuccefiion of
perceptions, which we call fo/f, be always
the object of thefe two paflions, ’tis impof-
fible it can be their cause, or be fufficient
alone to excite them. For as thefe paffions
aré direltly contrary, and have the fame
objeét in_comrmon; were their object alfo
their caufe ; it cou’d never produce any de-
gree of the one paflion, butat the fame time
it muft excite an equal degrée of theother,
which oppofition and contrariety muft de-
ftroy both. "Tis impoffible 2 man can at
the fame time be both proud and humble;
and where he has different reafons for thefe
Paf‘ﬁons, as frequently happens, the paffions
either take place alterhately ; or if they en-

counter,
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counter, the one annihilates the other, as far SECT.
asits ftrength goes, and the remainder only‘ IL
of that, which is fuperior, continues to 0pe~ Of pride
rate upon the mind. But in the prefent Z:‘”,;’;’;
cafe neither of the paflionscou’d ever become objects and
faperior ; becaufe fuppofing it to be the view e
only of ourfelf, which excited them, that

being perfe@ly indifferent to either, muit
produce both in the very fame proportion ;

or in other words, can produce neither. To

excite any paffion, and at the fame time

raife an equal fhare of its antagonift, is im-
mediately to undo what was done, and muft

leave the mind at laft perfectly calm and
indifferent.

W e muft, therefore, make a diftinction
betwixt the canfe and the obje&t of thefe
paffions ; betwixt that idea, which excites
them, and that to which they dire¢t their
view, when excited. Pride and humility,
being once rais’'d, immediately turn our at-
tention to ourfelf, and regard that as their
ultimate and final objet; but there is fome-
thing farther requifite in order to raife them:
Something, which is peculiar to one of the
paffions, and produces not both in the very
fame degree. The firft idea, that is pre-
fented to the mind, is that of the caufe or
productive principle. This excites the paf-
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fion, conneéted with it; and that paflion,
when excited, turns our view to another
idea, which is that of felf. Here then isa
pafiion plac’d betwixt two ideas, of which
the one produces it, and the other is produc’d
by it. The firft idea, therefore, reprefents
the caufe, the fecond the objec? of the pal-
fion.

To begin with the caufes of pride and
humility ; we may obferve, that their moft
obvious and remarkable property is the vaft
variety of fubjeéts, on which they may be
plac’d. Every valuable quality of the mind,
whether of the imagination, judgment, me-
mory or difpofition ; wit, good-fenfe, learning,
courage, juftice, integrity ; all thefe are the
caufes of pride; and their oppofites of hu-
mility, Nor are thefe paffions confin’'d to
the mind, but extend their view to the body
likewife. A man may be proud of his beauty,
ftrength, agility, good mein, addrefs in
dancing, riding, fencing, and of his dexte-
rity in any manual bufinefs or manufacture,
But this is notall. ‘The paffion looking far-
ther, comprehend whatever objeéts are in
the leaft ally’d or related tous. Our coun-
try, family, children, relations, riches, houfes,
gardens,horles, dogs, cloaths ; any of thefe may
become a caufe either of pride or of humility.

From
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F r o M the confideration of thefe caufes, St ¢ T.

it appears neceffary we fhou’d make a IL
new diftinftion in the caufes of the paf- (‘3}?;;}
fion, betwixt that gualizy, which operates, Z’:M’f},’:‘,,
and the fubjec?, on which it is plac'd. A ﬁz,jeZ?J and
man, for inftance, is vain of a beautifu] ‘%%
houfe, which belongs to him, or which he

has himfelf built and contrivid. Here the

objet of the paffion is himfelf, and the

caufe is the beautiful houfe - Which caufe

again is fub-divided into two parts, @/z. the
quality, which operates upon the paflion,

and the fubjcct, in which the quality in-

heres. The quality is the beauty, and

the fubjet is the houfe, confiderd as ' his
property or contrivance. Both thefe parts

are effential, nor is the diftin€ion vain and
chimerical.  Beauty, confiderd merely as

fuch, unlefs plac’d upon ibmethiug related

to us, never produces any pride or vanity ;

and the firongeft relation alone, without
beauty, or fomething elfe in its place, has

as little influence on that paffion.  Since,
therefore, thefe two particulars are eafily fe-
parated, and there is a neceffity for their
conjunction, in order to produce the paf-

fion, we ought to confider them as com-
ponent parts of the caufe; and infix in our

minds an exa® idea of this diftinction,

SECT.,
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