Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Treatise Of Human Nature

Being An Attempt to introduce the experimental Method of Reasoning Into
Moral Subjects

Of The Passions

Hume, David

London, 1739

Sect. V. Of the influence of these relations on pride and humility.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-1219

Visual \\Llibrary



13
PART
I

or J,br.'}{ e
amt bumi-
1:‘.:_:',

S peT.

xT

N~

A Treatife of Human Nature.
« beautics of the place, that lie before
« him. Thus if there arifes a fragrancy of
« fmells or perfumes, they heighten the
« pleafure of the imagination, and make
<« even the colours and verdure of the land-
¢ fchape appear mcreagreeable ; for the ideas
<« of both fenfes recommend each other,
¢« and are pleafanter together than when
« they enter the mind feparately : As the
« different colours of a pi¢ture, when they
« are well difpofed, fet off one another,
<« and receive an additional beauty from the
« advantage of the fitvation.” In this pha-
nomenon we may remark the affociation
both of impreflions and ideas, as well as
the mutual affiftance they lend each other.

S EC T.- Ve

of the influence of thefe relations on
pride and bumility.

T HESE principles being eftablifh’d
on unqueftionable experience, I be-
gin to confider how we fhall apply them,
by revolving over all the caufes of pride and
humility, whether thefe caufes be regarded,
as the qualities, that operate, or as the fub-
je&s, on which the qualities are placd. In

examin-
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examining thefe gualities I immediately find SEcT.

many of them to concur in producing V.

the fenfation of pain and pleafure, indepen- OF the

dent of thofe affeGtions, which I here endea- - :j;}f"

vour to explain. Thus the beauty of our reiations
s , on pride

perfon, of itfelf, and by its very appear- i

ance, gives pleafure, as well as pride; and /-

its deformity, pain as wellas humility, A

magnificent feaft delights us, and a fordid

one difpleafes. What I difcover to be true

in fome inftances, I fuppofe to be fo in

all ; and take it for granted at prefent, with-

out any farther proof, that every caufe of

pride, by its peculiar qualities, produces a

{eparate pleafure, and of humility a feparate

unecafinefs.

Aca1n, in confidering the fubjects, to
which thefe qualities adhere, I make a new
Juppofetion, which alfo appears probable from
many obvious inftances, v72., that thefe {ub-
jects are either parts of ourfelves, or fome-
thing nearly related to us. Thus the
good and bad qualities of our a&ions and
manners conftitute virtue and vice, and
determine our perfonal character, than which
nothing operates more frrongly on thefe paf-
fions, In like manner, ’tisthe beauty or de.
formity of our perfon, houfes, Cquii:\age, —
furniture, by which we are render’d either

C2 vain




A Treatife of Human Nature.
vain or humble. The fame qualities, when
transfer’d to fubjects, which bear us no re-
lation, influence not in the malleft degree
cither of thefe affections.

Having thus in a manner fupposd two
properties of the caufes of thefe aftections,
wiz. that the qualities produce a feparate
pain or pleafure, and that the fubyecls,
on which the qualities are placd, are
related to felf; I proceed to examine the
paflions themfelves, in order to find {fome-
thing in them, correfpondent to the fuppos'd
properties of their caufes. . Fir/, 1 find, that
the peculiar objet of pride and humility 15
determin’d by an original and natural inftinct,
and that ’tis abfolutely impofiible, from the
primary conftitution of the mind, that
thefe paffions fhou’d ever look beyond felf,
or that individual perfon, of whofe actions
and fentiments each of usis intimately con-
fcions. Here at laft the view always refis,
when we are actuated by ecither of thefe
paffions; nor can we, in that fitnation of
mind, ever lofe fight of this cbje&. For
this I pretend not to give any reafon; but
confider fuch a peculiar direction of the
thought as an original quality.

Tu © fecond quality, which Idifcover in
thefe paffions,and whichI likewife confider as

an
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an original quality, s their fenfations, or
the pcculi-ﬂ.r emotions they excite in the

foul, and which conftitute their very being

and eflfence. Thus pride 1s a pleafant fen-
fation, and humility a painful ; and upon
the removal of the pleafure and pain, there
is in reality no pride nor humility. Of this
our very fecling convinces us; and beyond
our feeling, ’tis hcre in vain to reafon or
difpute.

Ir I compare, *hcrcforc, thefe two e-
fablif’d properties of the paflions, w:z.
their objec, which is felf, and their fenfa-
tion, which is either pleafant or painful,
the two fipposd properties of the caufes, viz.
their relation to felf, and their tendency to
produce a pain or pleafure, independ&‘n*‘ of
the paffion ; I immediately find, that taking
thefe fuppofitions to be juft, the truefy ﬂcm
breaks in 'upon me with an irrefiftible evi-
dence. That caufe, which excites the paf-
fion, is related to the obje¢t, which nature
has attributed to the paflion ; the fenfation,
which the caufe 'feparately produces, is
related to the f{enfation of the paffion:
From this double relation of idezs and im-
pu:iilons the paffion is derivd. The one
idea is eafily converted into its cor-relative
and the one impreffion into that, which re-
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femblesand correfpondsto it : With how much
greater facility muft this tranfition be made,
where thefe movements mutually affift each
other, and the mind receives a double im-
pulfe from the relations both of its impref-
fions and ideas?

TaAT we may comprehend this the bet-
ter, we muft fuppofe, that nature has given
to the organs of the human mind, a certain
difpofition fitted to produce a peculiar im-
preflion or emotion, which we call pride :
To this emotion fhe has aflign’d a certain
idea, vzz. that of fz/f, which it never fails
to produce. This contrivance of nature is
eafily conceivd. We have many inftances
of fuch a fituation of affairs. The nerves
of the nofe and palate are fo difpos’d, asin
certain circumftances to convey fuch pecu-
liar fenfations to the mind: The fenfations
of luft and hunger always produce in us the
idea of thofe peculiar obje@s, which are
fuitable to each appetite. Thefe two cir-
cumftances are united in pride, The or-
gans are {o difpos'd as to produce the paf-
fion; and the paflion, after its production,
naturally produces a certain idea. All this
needs no proof. "T'ls evident we never thou'd
be pofleft of that paffion, were there not
2 c}iﬁpoﬂté,on of mind proper for it ; and "tis

a0
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as evident, that the paffionalways turnsour SE ¢ T.
view to ourfelves, and makes us think of V.
our own qualities and circumftances. (\);':f?}:'

THIs b-eing fully comprehended, it may J:f’;'ﬂfv-if{“;:f
now be afk’d, Whether nature produces the ,,;{: s
paffion immediately, of herfelf; or w/::efbcr "f:’f’;’:}:jj”{
Jhe muf?t be affifted by the co-operation of other
caufes ? For tis obfervable, that in this par-
ticular her condu& is different in the dif-
ferent paffions and fenfations. The palate
muft be excited by an external object, in
order to produce any relith : But hunger a-
rifes internally, without the concurrence of
any external object. But however the cafe
may ftand with other paffions and imprel-
fions, ’tis certain, that pride requires the af-
fiftance of fome foreign object, and that the
organs, which produce it, exert not them-
{elves like the heart and arteries, by an ori-
ginal internal movement. For fr/, daily
experience convinces us, that pride requires
certain caufes to exciteit, and languifhes when
unfupported by fome excellency in the cha-
racter, in bodily accomplithments, in cloaths,
equipage or fortune. Secondly, ’tis evident
pride wou'd be perpetual, if it arofe im-
mediately from nature; fince the objeck
1s always the fame, and there is no dif-
pofition of body peculiar to pride, as there

C4
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is to thirft and hunger, Thirdly, Hu-

mility is in the very fame fituation with
pride; and therefore, either muft, upon this
fuppofition, be perpetual likewife, or muft
deftroy the contrary paffion from the very
firft moment; fo that none of them cou’d
ever make its appearance. Upon the whole,
we may reft fatisfy’d with the foregoing
conclufion, that pride muit have a caufe,
as well as an obje&, and that the one has
no influence without the other,

‘Tue difliculty, then, is only to difcover
this caufe, and find what it is that gives the
firft motion to pride, and fets thofe organs
in action, which are naturally fitted to pro-
duce that emotion. Upon my confulting
experience, in order to refolve this difficulty,
I immediately find a hundred different cau fes,

+ e

that produce pride ; and upon examining thefe
caufes, I fuppofe, what at firft I perceive to
be probable, that all of them concur in two
circumitances; which are, that of themfelves
they produce an impreflion, ally’d to the
paffion, and are plac’d on a fubjec, ally’d
to the objec of the paffion. When I con-
fider after this the nature of relation, and
its effets both on the paflions and ideas, I
can no longer doubt, upon - thefe fuppofi-

tions,
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tions, that ’tis the very principle, which SE;?T-
gives rife to pmd.e, and beftows motion on V}\N
thofe organs, which being naturally difpos’d of s, ;.
to produce that affetion, require only a firft i‘;””frg
impulfe or beginning to their action, Any tions on
thing, that gives a pleafant fenfation, and ’;”f,:;:d
is related to felf, excites the paflion of pride,
which is alfo agreeable, and has felf for its
obiject.

‘Wuat I have faid of pride is equally
true of humility. The fenfation of humi.
lity is uneafy, as that of pride is agreeable ;
for which reafon the feparate fenfation, a-
rifing from the caufes, muft be revers'd, while
the relation to felf continues the fame. Tho’
pride and humility are directly contrary in
their effets, and in their fenfations, they
have notwithftanding the fame object ; fo
that ’tis requifite only to change the rela-
tion of impreffions, without making an
change upon that of ideas. Accordingly we
find, that a beautiful houfe, belonging to
ourfelves, produces pride ; and that the fame
houfe, ftill belonging to ourfelves, produces
immility, when by any accident its beaut
15 chang’d into deformity, and thereby the
fenfation of pleafure, which correfponded to
pride, is transform’d into pain, which is re-
lated to humility. The double relation be-

tween
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tween the ideas and impreflions fubfifts in
both cafes, and produces an eafy tranfition
from the one emotion to the other.

IN a word, nature has beftow’d a kind
of attraction on certain impreflionsand ideas,
by which one of them, upon its appearance,
naturally introduces its correlative, If thefe
two attractions or aflociations of impreflions
and ideas concur on the fame object, they
mutnally aflift each other, and the tranfition
of the affetions and of the imagination is
made with the greateft eafe and facility.
When an idea produces an impreffion, re-
lated to an impreffion, which is connected
with an idea, related to the firft idea, thefe
two impreflions muft beina manner infepa-
rable, nor will the one in any cafe be un-
attended with the other. ’Tis after this
manner, that the particular caufes of pride
and humility are determin’d, The quality,
which operates on the paffion, produces fe-
parately an impreflion refembling it ; the
{ubject, to which the quality adheres, is re-
lated to felf, the object of the paflion: No
wonder the whole caufe, confifting of a qua-
lity and of a fubje@, does fo unavoidably
give rife to the paffion.

To illuftrate this hypothelis, we may com-
pare it to that, by which I have already ex-

plain’d



	Seite 18
	Seite 19
	Seite 20
	Seite 21
	Seite 22
	Seite 23
	Seite 24
	Seite 25
	Seite 26

