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plain’d the belief attending the judgments, SE c T.
which we form from caufation. I haveob- V.
fervd, that in all judgments of this kind, there o7 . 1.
is always a prefent impreffion, and a related f;‘{;izf: :
idea; and that the prefent impreffion gives a tions o
vivacity to the fancy, and the relation conveys ﬁ;ﬁ,ff;:;fd
this vivacity, by an eafy tranfition, to the re-

lated idea. Without the prefent imprefiion,

the attention is not fix’d, nor the {pirits ex-

cited. Without the relation, this attention

refts on its firft obje, and has no farther
confequence. There is evidently a great ana-

logy betwixt that hypothefis, and our pre-

fent one of an impreflion and idea, that
transfufe themfelves into another impreflion

and idea by means of their double relation :

Which analogy muft be allow’d to be no
defpicable proof of both hypothefes,

8. G F. VI
Limitations of this [yfem.

B U T before we proceed fartherin this SEcT.
] fubject, and examine particularly all VI,
the caufes of pride and humility, ’twill be "~~~
proper to make fome limitations to the ge-
neral {yftem, that all agreeable objedts, re-
Jated to ourfelves, by an affociation of ideas

and
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PART andof ;'ff:[f:z'gﬂ'fwz_s,_ produce pride, and difagree-
L able ones, bumility : And thefe limitations

oy~ it} .
Of pride  AT€ derivd from the very nature of the
A’J-A’\'{ Bum;- .{Ub}’.a.

I. SurprosE an :1g1'ccablc object to acquire

a relation to felf, the firft paflion, that ap-
pears on this occafion, is joy ; and this paf-
fion difcovers itfelf upon a flighter relation
than pride and vain-glory. We may feel
joy upon being prefent at a feaft, where
our fenfes are regal’d with delicacies of every
kind : But ’tis only the mafter of the feaft,
who, befide the fame joy, has the additional
paffion of felf-applaufe and vanity. ’Tis
true, men fometimes boaflt of a great enter-
tainment, at which they have only bcen
prefent; and by fo fmall a relation convert
their pleafure into pride: But however, this
muft in general be own’d, that joy arifes
‘-om a more inconfiderable relation than va-
nity, and that many things, which are too
foreign to produce pride, are yet able to
oive us 2 delight and pleafure. The rea-
{on of the difference may be explain’d thus.
A relation is requifite to joy, In order to ap-
proach the obje&t to us, and make it give
us any fatisfaction. But befide this, which
is common to both paflions, ’tis requifite
to pride, in order to produce a tranfition

from
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from one paffion to another, and convert SEcT.
the fatisfaCtion into vanity. As it has a VL
double tafk to perform, it muft be endow’d Z:;/:
with double force and energy. To which onsor shis
we may add, that where agrecable objects ¥/
bear not a very clofe relation to ourfelves,
they commonly do to fome other perfon ;
and this latter relation not only excels, but
even diminifhes, and fometimes deftroys the
former, as we thall fee afterwards *,
HerE then is the firft limitation, we
muit make to our general pofition, hat every
thing related to us, which produces Pleafirre
or pain, produces likewife pride or bumility.
There is not only a relation requird, but a
clofe one, and a clofer than is requird to
joy.
II. Tue fecond limitation is, that the
agrecable or difagrecable obje@ be not only
clofely related, but alfo peculiar to ourfelves,
or at leaft common to us with a few per-
fons. ’Tis a quality obfervable in human
nature, and which we fhall endeavour to ex-
plain afterwards, that every thing, which is
often prefented, and to which we have been
long accuftom’d, lofes its value in our eyes,
and is in a little time defpis'd and neglected.
We likewife judge of objets more from

¥ Part H.: Seft,.4.

comparifon




30 A Treatife of Hiiman Nature.

ParT comparifon than from their real and intrinfic
I.  merit; and where we cannot by fome con-
W traft enhance their value, we are apt to over-
}?:ff bunsi- Jook even what is effentially good in them.
x "Thefe qualities of the mind have an effect up-
on joy as well as pride ; and ’tis remarkable;

that goods, which are common to all mankind,

and have become familiar tous by cuftom, give

us little fatisfation ; tho’ perhaps of a more
excellent kind, than thofe on which, for their
fingularity, we fet a much higher value. But

tho’ this circumitance operates on both theie
paffions, it hasa much greater influence on
vanity. We are rejoic’d for many goods,
which, on account of their frequency, give us

on pride. Health, when it returns after a long
abfence, affords us a very fenfible fatisfac-

tion ; but is feldom regarded as a fubject of
vanity, becaufe ’tis fhar’d with fuch vaft

I
;.z_

numbers,

T u £ reafon, why pride is {o much more
delicate in this particular than joy, I take
to be, as follows. In order to excite pride,
there are always two objets we muft con-
template, wiz. the caufe or that object which
produces pleafure ; and felf, which is the real
11 object of the paffion. But joy has only one
' obje@ neceffary to its production, wiz. that
. which gives pleafure ; and tho’ it be requi-
| fite,
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fite, that this bear fome relation to felf, SecT.
yet that is only requifite in order to render VL
it agreeable ; nor is felf, properly fpeaking, Liniari-
the object of this paffion. Since, thcrefore,};”;{"’)"‘
" pride has in a manner two objects, to which”
it dire&ts our view; it follows, that where
neither of them have any fingularity, the
paﬁmn muft be more weaken’d upon that
account, than a paffion, which has only one
object. Upon comparing ourfelves with o-
thers, as we are every moment apt to do,
we find we are not in the leaft diftinguifh’d ;
and upon comparing the obje& we poflefs,
we difcover ftill the fame unlucky circum-
ftance. By two comparifons fo difadvan-
tageous the paffion muft be entirely de-
ftroy’d.

II. Tue third limitation is, that the
pleafant or painful objet be very difcernible
and obvious, and that not only to ourfelves,
but to others alfo. This circumftance, like
the two foregoing, has an effe® upon joy,
as well as pride. 'We fancy ourfelves more
happy, as well as more virtuous or beauti-
ful, when we appear {o to others ; but are
ftill more oftentacious of our virtues than of
our pleafures, This proceeds from caufes
which I fhall endeavour to explain afeer-
wards,

IV. Tuz
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I1V. TuE fourth limitation is deriv’d from
the inconftancy of the caufe of thefe pal-
fions, and from the thort duration of its con-

and bumi~ nexion with ourfelves. What is cafual and

dity.

inconftant gives but little joy, and lefs pride.
We are not much fatisfy’d with the thing
itfelf ; and are ftill lefs apt to feel any new
degrees of felf-fatisfaction upon its account.
We forefee and anticipate its change by the
imagination ; which makes us little fatisfy’d
with the thing: We compare it to our-
felves, whofe exiftence is more durable; by
which means its inconftancy appears ftill
greater. It feems ridiculous to infer an
excellency in ourfelves from an objedt,
which is of fo much fhorter duration,
and attends us during fo fmall a part of
our exiftence, ’'Twill be eafy to com-
prehend the reafon, why this caufe ope-
rates not with the fame force in joy as in
pride; fince the idea of felf is not fo eflen-

tial to the former paffion as to the latter.
V. I may add as a fifth limitation, or
rather enlargement of this {yftem, that ge-
neral rules have a great influence upon pride
and humility, as well as on all the other
paffions, Hence we form a notion of dif-
ferent ranks of men, fuitable to the power
or riches they are pofleft of ; and this no-
tion
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tion we change not upon account of any SecT.
pecu[iarities of the health or temper of the VI,
perfons, which may deprive them of all en- mg
joyment in their pofleflions, This may be ons of this
accounted for from the fame principles, that 2
explain’d the influence of general rules on
the underftanding. Cuftom readily carries
us beyond the juft bounds in our paffions,
as well as in our reafonings.

IT may not be amifs to obferve on this
occafion, that the influence of general rules
and maxims on the paffions very much con-
tributes to facilitate the effeéts of all the
principles, which we fhall explain in the
progrefs of this treatife. For ‘tis evident,
that if a perfon full-grown, and of the fame
nature with ourfelves, were on a fudden tranf-
ported into our world, he wou’'d be very
much embarrafsd with every obje@, and
wou’d not readily find what degree of love
or hatred, pride or humility, or any other
paflion he ought to attribute to it. The
paflions are often vary’d by very inconfider-
able principles ; and thefe do not always play.
with a perfec regularity, efpecially on the firft
trial. But as cuftom and practice have brought
tolight all thefe principles, and have fettled the
jufl value of every thing ; this muft certainly
contribute to the eafy produéion of the pat-

Vor, II D fions,
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fions, and guide us, by means of general eftab-
lith’d maxims, in the proportions we nun‘ht to
c'ia!'crvc in preferring one objet to ‘mo} :
his remark may, l.f\,lh.lp\, ferve to obviate
difficulties, that may arife concerning fome
caufes, which I fhall hereafter afcribe to par-
ticular paflions, and which may be efteem’d
too refin’d to operate fo univerfally and cer-
tainly, as they are found to do.

I suaLy clofe this fubjet with a re-
fle¢tion deriv’d from thefe five limitations,
This refleCtion is, that the perfons, who
are proudeft, and who in the eye of the
world have moft reafon for their pride, are
not always the happieft ; nor the moft humble
always the moft miferable, as may at firft
{ight be imagin’d from this fyftem. An
evil may be real, tho’ its caufe has no re-
lation to us: It may be real, without be-
ing peculiar : It may be real, without fhew-
ing itfelf to others: It may be real, with-
out being conftant : And it may be real,
without falling under the general rules. Such
evils as thefe will not fail to render us mi-
ferable, tho’ they have little tendency to
diminith pride : And perhaps the moft real
and the moft folid evils of life will be found

Lo HOH
(0] ‘.Ihu natgure,
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