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Book 1. Of the Paffions. 35

8 G 1. VI
Qf wvice and virtue.

TAK ING thefe limitations along with § 5 ¢ T.
us, let us proceed to examine the VIIL
caufes of pride and humility ; and fee, whe-
ther in every cafe we can difcover the double
relations, by which they operate on the paf-
fions. If we find that all thefe caufes are
related to felf, and produce a plealure or
uneafinefs feparate from the paffion, there
will remain no farther feruple with regard
to the prefent fyftem. We fhall princi-
pally endeavour to prove the latter point ;
the former being in a manner felfevident.
To begin with vice and virTUE,
which are the moft obvious caufes of thefe
paffions ; twou’d be entirely foreign to my
prefent purpofe to enter upon the contro-
verfy, which of late years has fo much ex-
cited the curiofity of the publick, whether
thefe moral diftinétions be founded on natural
and original principles, or arife from inte-
reft and education. 'The examination of this
I referve for the following book ; and in
the mean time fhall endeavour to thow,
that my {yftem maintains its ground upon
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ParT either of thefe hypothefes ; which will be

L

|V Ve
Q." pride
and hini-

ity

a ftrong proof of its folidity.

For granting that morality had no foun-
dation in nature, it muft ftill be allow’d,
that vice and virtue, either from felf-intereft
or the prejudices of education, produce in us
a real pain and pleafure ; and this we may
obferve to be ftrenuoufly aflerted by the
defenders of that hypothefis, Every paflion,
habit, or turn of character (fay they) which
has a tendency, to our advantage or preju-
dice, gives a delight or uneafinefs; and ’tis
from thence the approbation or dif-appro-
bation arifes. 'We eafily gain from the li-
berality of others, but are always in danger
of lofing by their avarice: Courage defends
us, but cowardice lays us open to every at-
tack : Juitice is the fupport of fociety, but
mjuftice, unlefs check’d, wou’d quickly prove
its ruin : Humility exalts ; but pride mor-
tifies us. For thefe reafons the former qua-
lities are efteem’d virtues, and the latter re-
garded as vices. Now fince ’tis granted there
is a delight or uneafinefs ftill attending merit
or demerit of every kind, this is all that
is- requifite for my purpofe.

Bu T I go farther, and obferve, that this
moral hypothefisand my prefent {yftem not
only agree together, but alflo that, allow-

ing
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ing the former to be juft, ’tis an abfolute SEcT.
and invincible proof of the latter, For if VIL J
all morality be founded on the pain or plea- OF Vi
fure, which arifes from the profpect of any ;’;f e
lofs or advantage, that may refult from our
own characters, or from thofe of others, all
the effects of morality muft be deriv'd from
the fame pain or pleafure, and among the
reft, the paffions of pride and humility.
The very eflence of virtue, according to this
hypothefis, is to produce pleafure, and that
of vice to give pain. The virtue and vice
muft be part of our charalter in order to
excite pride or humility. What farther
proof can we defire for the double relation
of impreflions and ideas?

Ture fame unqueftionable argument may
be deriv’d from the opinion of thofe, who
maintain that morality is fomething real,
eflential, and founded on nature. The moft
probable hypothefis, which has been ad-
vancd to explain the diftinction betwixt
vice and virtue, and the origin of moral
rights and obligations, is, that from a pri-
mary conftitution of nature certain charac-
ters and pafiions, by the very view and con-
templation, produce a pain, and others in
like manner excite a pleafure. The uneafi-
nefs and fatisfaction are not only infeparable
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from vice and virtue, but conftitute their

very nature and eflence. To :‘ippt‘twc of a
character is to feel an original delight upon
its appearance, Todifapprove of it is to be
fenfible of an uncafinefs. The pain and
plcqihre, therefore, being the primary canfes
of vice and virtue, muft alfo be the caufes
of all their effets, and confequently of pride
and humility, which are the unavoidable
attendants of that diftinction.

Bu T {uppofing this hypothefis of moral
philoi‘c_:p'hy thou’d be allow’d to be falfe,
’tis ftll evident, that pain and pleafure, if
not the caufes of vice and virtue, are at
feaft infcparable from them. A generous
and noble chara&er a2ffords a fatisfaction even
in the furvey ; and when prefented to us,
tho’ only in a poem or fable, never fails

m and delight us, On thc other hand

crue 1_ and ti'ct‘;cnc‘."-.,r ¢ from their

very naturc; nor is it 1(,1 ible ever to recor
cile us to thefe qualities, either in c-urId\.u
or others. Thus one hypothefis of mora-

i%ty is an undeniable },;uoi of the ir).cgomq
o,

{yftem, and the other at worft agrees with

J
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Bu T pride and humility arife not from
thefe qualities alone of the mind, which,
according to the valgar {yftems of ethicks,
have
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have been comprehended as parts of moral St cT.

duty, but from any other that has a con-
nexion with pleafure and uneafinefs. No-
thing flatters our vanity more than the ta-
lent of pleafing by our wit, good humour,
or any other accomplithment; and nothing
gives us a more fenfible mortification than a
illfl"p[)llltl‘n(,l'lt n any Llll.(.unnt of that na-
ture. No one has ever been able to tell
what wi is, and to fhew why fuch a fy-
{tem of thought muft be receiv’d under that
denomination, and fuch another rejeed.
"Tis only by tafte we can decide concerning
it, nor are we pofleft of any other ftandard,
upon which we can form a judgment of this
kind. Now what is this zaffe, from which
true and falfe wit in a manner receive their
being, and without which no thought can
f‘:wc a title to either of thefe dmonn

tions? *Tis plainly nothing but a 1:111"—1{10;1
of pleafure from true wit, J.Pd of uneafinefs
from falfe, without our being able to tell
the reafons of that pleafure or uneafinefs.
The power of beftowing thefe oppolite fen-

fations is, therefore, the very eflence of true

and falfe wit ; and confequently the caufe of

that pride or humility, whicharifes from them,
THuERE may, perhaps, be fome, who
being accuftom’d to the ftyle of the fchools
D 4 and
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and pulpit, and having never confider’d hu-
man nature in any other light, than that
in which zhey place it, may here be fur-
priz’d to hear me talk of virtue as exciting
pride, which they look upon as a vice ; and
of vice as producing humility, which they
have been taught to confider as a virtues
But not to difpute about words, I obferve,
that by pride I underftand that agrecable
impreflion, which arifes in the mind, when
the view either of our virtue, beauty, riches
or power makes us fatisfy’d with ourfelves:
And that by humility I mean the oppofite
imprefiion. ’'Tis evident the former im-
preflion is not always vicious, nor the latter
virtuous. The moft rigid morality allows
us to receive a pleafure from reﬂc&ing on
a gencrous action; and ’tis by none ef-
teem’d a virtue to feel any fruitlefs remorfes
upon the thoughts of paft villiany and bafe-
nefs. Let us, therefore, examine theft im-
prefiions, confider’d in themfelves; and en-
quire into their caufes, whether plac’d on
the mind or body, without troubling our-
felves at prefent with that merit or blame,

which may attend them
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