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S ECT. VI
Of beauty and ch/&rmz’{y.

HETHER we confider the body SecT.

asa part of ourfelves, or affent to VIIL
thofe philofophers, who regard it as fome- ¥V~

thing external, it muft fll be allow’d to
be near enough conneéted with us to form
one of thefe double relations, which I have
afferted to be neceflary to the caufes of pride
and humility. ~ Wherever, therefore, we
can find the other relation of impreflions to
join to this of ideas, we may expe with
affarance either of thefe pafions, according
as the impreffion is pleafant or uneafy. But
beauty of all kinds gives us a peculiar de-
light and fatisfaction ; as deformity produces
pain, upon whatever fubject it may be plac’d,
and whether {urvey’d in an animate or in.
animate object. If the beauty or deformity,
therefore, be plac’d upon our own bodies,
this pleafure or uneafinefs muft be con-
verted into pride or humility, as having in
this cafe all the circumftances requifite to
produce a perfe€t tranfition of imprefliong
and ideas, Thefe oppofite fenfations are re-
lated to the oppofite paflions, The beauty
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A Treatife of Human Nature.
or deformity is clofely related to felf, the
obje& of both thefe paffions. No wonder,
then our own beauty becomes an object of
pride, and deformity of humility.

Bu T this effc® of perfonal and bodily
qualities is not only a proof of the prefent
{yftem, by fhewing that the p:lﬁ‘IO}]S arife
not in this cafe without all the circum-
ftances I have requir’d, but may be employ’d
as a {tronger and more convincing argument.
If we confider all the hypothefes, which
have been form’d either by philofophy o
common reafon, to explain the difference be-
twixt beauty and deformity, we fhall find
that all of them reflolve into this, that beau-
ty is fuch an order and conftruction of
parts, as either by the primary conflitution
of our nature, by cuffom, or by caprice, is
fitted to give a pleafure and fatisfaction to
the foul. This is the diftinguithing cha-
ratter of beauty, and forms all the diffe-
rence betwixt it and deformity, whofe na-
tural tendency 1s to produce uneafinefs,
’leafure and pain, therefore, are not only
neceffary attendants of beauty and defor-
mity, but conftitute their very eflence. And
indeed, if we confider, that a great part of
the beauty, which we admire either in ani-
mals or in other objects, is deriv’d from the

idea
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idea of convenience and utility, we fhall
make no fcruple to affent to this opinion.
That fhape, which produces ftrength, is
beautiful in one animal ; and that which is
a fign of agility in another. The order and
convenience of a palace are no lefs effential
to its beauty, than its mere ﬁgurc and ap-
pearance. In like manner the rules of ar-
chiteCture require, that the top of a pillar
fhou’d be more flender than its bafe, and
that becaufe fuch a figure conveys to us the
idea of fecurity, which is pleatant; where-
as the contrary form gives us the apprehen-
fion of danger, which is uneafy. From in-
numerable inftances of this kind, as well
as from confidering that beauty like wit,
cannot be defin’d, but is difcern’d only by
a tafte or fenfation, we may conclude, that
beauty is nothing but a form, which pro-
duces pleafure, as deformity is a ftructure
of parts, which conveys pain; and fince the
power of producing pain and pleafure make
in this manner the eflfence of beauty and
deformity, all the effe@s of thefe qualities
muft be deriv’d from the fenfation; and a-
mong the reft pride and humility, which
of all their effets are the moft common
and remarkable,

THIs
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Turs argument I efteem juftand deci-
five; but in order to give greater authori-
ty to the prefent reafoning, let us fuppofe it

and humi- falfe for a moment, and fee what will follow.

Iity.

*Tis certain, then, that if the power of pro-
ducing pleafure and pain forms not the effence
of beauty and deformity, the fenfations are
at leaft infeparable from the qualities, and
tis even difficult to confider them apart.
Now there is nothing common to natural and
moral beauty, (both of which are the caufes
of pride) but this power of producing plea-
fure; and as a common effect fuppolcs always
a common caufe, ’tis plain the pleafure muft
in-both cafes be the real and influencing
caufe of the paffion. Again; there is no-
thing originally different betwixt the beauty
of our bodies and the beauty of external and
foreigh objects, but that the one hasa near
relation to ourfelves, which is wanting in
the other. This original difference, there-
fore, muft be the caufe of all their other
differences, and among the reft, of their dif-
ferent influence upon the paflion of pride,
which is excited by the beauty of our per-
{fon, but is not affected in the leaft by that
of foreign and external objects.  Placing,
then, thefe two conclufions together, we find
they compofe the preceding fyftem betwixt

them,
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them, wiz. that pleafure, asa related orre<SEcT.
{fembling impreflion, when plac’'d on a re- VIIL |
lated object, by a natural tranfition, pro- ('3;:;:’:: .
duces pride; and its contrary, humility. f;;:"'{%"’ﬂ'-
This fyftem, then, feems already fufficient- " -
ly confirm’d by experience; tho” we have
not yet exhaufted all our arguments.

"T 15, not the beauty of the body alone
that produces pride, but alfo its ftrength and
force. Strength is a kind of power; and
therefore the defire to excel in ftrength is
to be confider’d as an inferior fpecies of anm-
bition.  For this reafon the "prefent phzno-
menon will be fufficiently accounted for, in
explaining that paffion.

ConcerNing all other bodily: accom-
plithments we may obferve in general, that
whatever in ourfelves is either ufeful, beau-
tiful, or furprifing, is an object of pride .
and it’s contrary, of humility. Now ’tis
obvious, that every thing ufeful, beautiful
or furprifing, agrees in producing a feparate _
pleafure, and agrees in nothing elfe, The i
pleafure; therefore, with the relation to felf
muft be the caufe of the pafiion.

Tuo it thou’d be queftion’d, whether
beauty be not fomething real, and different
from the power of producing pleafure, it
can never-be difputed, that asfurprize is no-

thing
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Par 7 thing but a pleafure arifing from novelty,
I. it is not, properly {peaking, a quality in any
‘ m object, but merely a paffion or impreffion
i and bumi- in the foul. It muft, therefore, be from
. that impreflion, that pride by a natural tran-
fition arifes. And it arifes {o naturally, that
there is nothing 7z us or belonging to us,
which produces furprize, that does not at the
fame time excite that other paffion. Thus
we are vain of the furprifing adventures we
have met with, the efcapes we have made,
and dangers we have been expos’d to. Hence
@ the origin of vulgar lying ; where men with-
out any intereft, and merely out of vanity,
heap up a number of extraordinary events,
which are either the fictions of their brain,
or if true, have at leaft no connexion with
themfelves. Their fruitful invention fupplies
them with a variety of adventures; and
and where that talent is wanting, they ap-
propriate fuch as belong to others, in order
to fatisfy their vanity.

In this phenomenon are contain’d two
curious experiments, which if we compare
them together, according to the known
rules, by which we judge of caufe and effect

e in anatomy, natural philofophy, and other
fciences, will be an undeniable argument for
that influence of the double relations above-

mention’d.
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mention’d. By one of thefe experiments
we find, thatan object produces pride mere-
ly by the interpofition of pleafure; and that
becaufe the quality, by which it produces
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pride, is in reality nothing but the power of ™

producing pleafure. By the other experi-
ment we find, that the pleafure produces the
pride by a tranfition along related ideas; be-
caufe when we cut off that relation the pal-
fion is immediately deftroy’d. A furprifing
adventure, in which we have been ourfelves
engag'd, is related to us, and by that means
produces pride: But the adventures of o-
thers, tho’ they may caufe pleafure, yet for
want of this relation of ideas, never excite
that paflion. What farther proof can be
defired for the prefent fyftem ?

Tuere is only one objection to this
fyftem with regard to our body; " which
is, that tho’ nothing be more agreeable
than health, and more painful than fick-
nefs, yet commonly men are neither proud
of the one, nor mertify’d with the other.
This will eafily be accounted for, if we
confider the fecond and Jourth limitations,
proposd to our general fyftem. It was
obferv’d, that no obje& ever produces pride
or humility, if it has not {fomething pe-

ey F: -
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P ART culiar to ourfelf; as alfo, that every caufe
I of that paffion’ muft be in fome meafure
erﬁam‘, and' hold fome proportion to the
};ﬂ' bumi- duration of ourfelf, which is its obje&.
d Now as health and ficknefs vary incef-
fantly: to all men, and there is none,

who is folely or certainly fix’d in either,

thefe accidental bleffings and calamities are

in a manner feparated from us, and are

never' confider’d as conneted with our be-
ing'and exiftence. And that this account

is juft' appears hence, that wherever a ma-

lady of any kind is fo rooted in our con-
ftitution, that' we no longer entertain any

hopes of ‘recovery, from that moment it be-

comes an' object of humility ; as is evident

in old men, whom' nothing mortifies more

than the confideration of  their age and in-
firmities. They endeavour, as long as pof-

fible, to conceal their blindnefs and deaf-

nefs, their rheums and gouts; nor do they

ever confefs them without relutance -and
uneafinefs. And tho’ young men are not
afham’d of ‘every head-ach or cold they fall

into, yet no topic is fo proper to mortify
human pride, and make us entertain a mean
opinion of our natare, than this, that we

are’ every moment of our lives' fubject to
{fuch

i
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fuch infirmities. This fufficiently proves that
bodily pain and ficknefs are in themfelves
proper caufes of humility; tho’ the cuftom
of eftimating every thing by comparifon
more than by its intrinfic worth and value,
makes us overlook thefe calamities, which
we find to be incident to every one, and
caufes us to form an idea of our merit and
chara&ter independent of them.

WE are atham’d of fuch maladies as af:

fect others, and are either dangerous or dif-
agreeable to them. Of the epilepfy ; be-
caufe it gives a horror to every one prefent :
Of the itch; becaufe it is infe@ious - Of
the king’s-evil ; becaufe it commonly goes
to pofterity. Men always confider the fen-
timents of others in their judgment of
themfelves, 'This has evidently appear’d in
fome of the foregoing reafonings; and will
appear ftill more evidently, and be more
fully explain’d afterwards,
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