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72 A Treatife of Human Nature.

ner, prefented to us, betwixt ourfelves and
the perfon we command. The comparifon
is obvious and natural: The imagination
finds it in the very fubje& : The paflage of
the thought to its conception is fmooth and
eafy. And that this circumftance has a

confiderable effect in augmenting its influ-
ence, will appear afterwards in examining

the nature of malice and envy.

S E P XL
VLS o lis B ™ P
Of the love of fmf.fe.

SEcT, E UT be idc thefe original caufes of
> pride and bumility, there isa fecon-

dary one in the opinions of others, which
has an equal influence on the affe@ions.
Our I'L':patmo'w our charalter, our name
are confiderations of vaft weight and impor-
tance ; and even the other caufes of pride;
"Jii‘tu{f, auty and riches; have little influ-
ence, when not feconded by the opinions
and {entiments of others. In order to ac-
count for this phenomenon ’twill be necef-
fary to take fome compafs, and firft explain
the nature of fjupe 1thy.
N o quality of human nature is more re-
markable, both in itfelf and in its confe-

quences,
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quences, than that propenfity we have to S BECT.
i'ympathizc with others, and to receive by XL
communication their inclinations and fenti- '(ﬁ:\”
nents, however different from, or even love of
contrary to our own., This is not onlyf'w'
conipicuous in children, who implicitly em-

brace every opinion propos'd to them; bug

alfo in men of the greateft judgment and
underftanding, who find it very difficult to

follow their own reafon or inclination, in
oppofition to that of their friends and daily
companions. To this principle we ought to

afcribe the great uniformity we may obferve

in the humours and turn of thinking of thofe

of the fame nation ; and ’tis much more
probable, that this refemblance arifes from
fympathy, than from any influence of the
foil and climate, which, tho’ thcypontinuc
invariably the fame, are not able to preferve
the charaCer of a nation the fame for a
century together. A good-natur'd man
finds himfelf in an inftant of the fame hu-
mour with his company; and even the
proudeft and moft furly take a tinGure from
their countrymen and acquaintance. A
chearful countenance infufes a fenfible com-
placency and ferenity into my mind; as an
angry or {orrowful one throws a fudden

damp upon me,

p up Hatred, refentment, ef-

teem,
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teem, love, courage, mirth and melancho-
ly ; all thefe paffions I feel more from com-
munication than from my own natural tem-
per and difpofition.  So remarkable a phe-
nomenon merits our attention, and muft be
trac’d up to its firft principles.

Wuen any affection is infus'd by {ym-
pathy, it isat firft known only by its ef-
fects, and by thofe external figns in the
countenance and converfation, which con-
vey an idea of it. This idea s prefently
converted into an impreffion, and acquires
fuch a degree of force and vivacity, as to
become the very paflion itfelf, and produce
an equal emotion, as any original affeCtion.
However inftantaneous this change of the
idea into an impreflion may be, it proceeds
from certain views and refle¢tions, which will
not efcape the ftri& ferutiny of a philofo-
pher, tho' they may the perfon himfelf;
who makes them.

"T'1s evident, that the idea, or rather
impreflion of ourfelves is always intimately
prefent with us, and that cur confcioufnefs
gives us fo lively a conception of our own
perfon, that ’tis not poffible to imagine,
that any thing can in this particular go be-
yond it. Whatever object, therefore, is
related to ourfelves muft be conceived with

WAL
d
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a like vivacity of conception, according to the S ¢ .
foregoing principles; and tho’ this relation XL

thou’d not be {fo ftrong as that of caufation, m

it muft ftill have a confiderable influence. %ve of
Refemblance and contiguity are relations” "™
not to be neglected ; efpecially when by an
inference from caufe and effect, and by the
obfervation of external figns, we are in-
form’d of the real exiftence of the object,
which is refembling or contiguous.

Now ’tis obvious, that nature has pre-
ferv'd a great refemblance among all human
creatures, and that we never remark any
paffion or principle in others, of which, in
fome degree or other, we may not find a
parallel in ourfelves. The cafe is the fame
with the fabric of the mind, as with that
of the body. However the parts may
differ in fhape or fize, their ftruGure
and compofition are in general the fame,
There is a very remarkable refemblance,
which preferves itfelf amidft all their varie-
ty; and this refemblance muft very much
contribute to make us enter into the fenti-
ments of others, and embrace them with
facility and pleafure. Accordingly we find,
that where, befide the general refemblance
of our natures, there is any peculiar fimi-
Jarity in our manners, or charater, or

country,
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PART country, or language, it facilitates the fym-

L

[

pathy. The ftronger the relation is betwixt

of pride Ourfelves and any obje@, the more eafily

ard buri- does the imagination make the tranfition,

and convey to the related idea the vivacity
of conception, with which we always form
the idea of our own perfon.

NoRr is refemblance the only relation,
which has thiseffe&, but receives new force
from other relations, that may accompany
it. The fentiments of others have little influ-
ence, when far remov'd from us, and re-
quire the relation of contiguity, to make
them communicate themfelves entirely,
The relations of blood, being a fpecies of
caufation, may fometimes contribute to
the fame effect ; as alfo acquaintance,
which operates in the fame manner with
education and cuftom; as we fhall fee
more fully * afterwards. All thefe rela-
tions, when united together, convey the

impreflion or confcioufnefs of our own per-
fon to the idea of the fentiments or paf-
fions of cthers, and makes us conceive them
in the ftrongeft and moft lively manner.
I't has been remark’d in the beginning
of this treatife, that all ideas are borrow’d
from impreflions, and that thefe two kinds

® Part II. Se&t, 2
of
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of perceptions differ only in the degrees of Sk c .
force and vivacity, with which they firike XL

upon the foul. The component parts of ;}':,N
ideas and impreflions are precifely alike. e of,

The manner and order of their ;1ppcm‘:1nccﬁ”m" .
may be the fame. The different degrees of e
their force and vivacity are, therefore, the :
only particulars, that diftinguith them: And
as this difference may be remov’d, in fome
meafure, by a relation betwixt the impref-
fions and ideas, ’tis no wonder an idea of
a fentiment or paffion, may by this means
be fo mliven’d as to become the very fenti-
ment or paffion. The lively idea of any cb-
je€t always approaches its impreflion; and
‘tis certain we may feel ficknefs and pain
from the mere force of imagination, and
make a malady real by often thinking of it.
But this is moft remarkable in the opi-
nions and affetions; and ’tis there princi-
pally that a lively idea is converted into an

impreflion.  Qur affe@ions depend more

upon ourfelves, and the internal operations of .
the mind, than any other impreflions; for
which reafon they arife more naturally from
the imagination, and from every lively idea
we form of them. This is the nature and
caufe of fympathy ; and ’tis after this man-
ner we enter {o deep into the opinions and

afteGions
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ParT affe@ions of others, whenever we difcover

I.  them.
| m WuaAT is principally remarkable in this

and bumi- whole affair is the ftrong confirmation thefe
ity o
=" phznomena give to the foregoing fyftem
concerning the underftanding, and confe-
o o

quently to the prefent one concerning the

paflions; f{ince thefe are analogous to each

other, ’Tis indeed evident, that when we

fympathize with the pafiions and fentiments

of others, thefe movements appear at firft

in ozr mind as mere ideas, and are conceiv'd

to belong to another perfon, as we con-

ceive any other matter of fact. ’Tis alfo

evident, that the ideas of the affe@ions of

others are converted into the very impref-

fions they reprefent, and that the paffions

arife in conformity to the images we form

of them. All this is an objec of the plain-

eft experience, and depends not on any hy-

pothefis of philofophy. That fcience can

only be admitted to explain the phenomena;

tho’ at the {fame time it muft be confeft,

they are fo clear of themfelves, that thereis

g but little oecafion to employ it. For be-
: fides the relatien of caufe and effeét, by
b which we are convinc’d of the reality of the
v paflion, with which we fympathize ; befides
' this, I fay, we muft be affifted by the rela-
tions




Book II. Of the Paffions. 70
tions of refemblance and contiguity, in or- SgcTe - il
der to feel the fympathy in its full perfec- XI. f
tion. And fince thefe relations can entire- ‘5}}?} '
ly convert an idea into an impreflion, and fve of
convey the vivacity of the latter into the for- Jame.
mer, fo perfe@ly asto lofe nothing of it in
the tranfition, we may eafily conceive how
the relation of caufe and effe® alone, may
ferve to ftrengthen and inliven an idea. In
fympathy there is an evident converfion of
an idea into an impreffion. This converfion
arifes from the relation of objecs to ourfelf,
Ourfelfis always intimately prefent to us, Let
us compare all thefe circumftances, and we
hall find, that iympathy is cxacly correfpon-
dent to the operations of our underftanding;
and even contains fomething more farprifing
and extraordinary.
"T'1s now time to turn our view from the
general confideration of fympathy, to its in-
fluence on pride and humility, when thefe .
paffions arife from praife and blame, from i
reputation and infamy. 'We may obferve,
that no perfon is ever prais'd by another
for any quality, which wou’d not, if real,
produce, of itfelf, a pride in the perfon pof-
feft of it. The elogiums either turn upon
his power, or riches, or family, or virtue ; all
of which are fubjecs of vanity, that we have
already
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ParT already explain’d and accounted for. ’Tis

L

LV
Of pride

and bumi-

iy,

certain, then, that if a perfon confiderd
himfelf in the fame light, in which he ap-
pears to his admirer, he wow’d firft receive
a feparate pleafure, and afterwards a pride
or felf-fatisfattion, according to the hypo-
thefis above explain’d. Now nothing is more
natural than for us to embrace the opinions of
others in this particular; both from i
pathy, which renders all their fentiments in-
timately prefent to us; and from reafining,
which makes us regard their judgment, as
a kind of argument for what they affirm,
Thefe two principles of authority and {ym-
pathy influence almoft all our opinions ; but
muft have a peculiar mﬂucua when we
judge of our own worth and cluué‘ter. Such
judgments are always attended with pafe
fion *; and nothiug tends more to difturb
our underftanding,
any opmwns, however unreafonable, than
their connexion with paffion; which dif-
fufes itfelf over the imagination, and gives
an additional force to every related idea. To
which we ;m} add, that being confcious of
great partiality in our own favour, we are
peculiarly pleas'd with any thing, that con-

and precipitate us into

* Book I. Part IIL.  Sef. 10.
firms
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firms the good opinion we have of ourfelves, SE c T,

and are eafily {hock d with whatever oppofesit.

A vy this appears very probable in theo- m

XL

]

ry; but in order to beftow a full certainty #% o

on this reafoning, we muft examine the
phenomena of the paffions, and fee if they
agree with it.

AMonNG thefe phenomena we may ef-
teem it a very favourable one to our pre-
fent purpofe, that tho’ fame in general be
agrecable, yet we receive a much greater fa-
tisfaction from the approbation of thofe,
whom we ourfelves efteem and approve of,
than of thofe, whom we hate and defpife.
In like manner we are principally mortify’d
with the contempt of perfons, upon whofe
judgment we fet fome value, and are, in a
great meafure, indifferent about the opinions
of the reft of mankind. But if the mind
receiv'd from any original inftinét a defire of
fame, and averfion to infamy, fame and in-
famy wou’d influence us without diftinc-
tlon; and every opmlon, accordi 'Jg as It
were favourable or unfavourable, wou’d e-
qually excite that defire or averfion. The
judgment of a fool is the judgment of ano-
ther perfon, as well as that of a wife man
and is only inferior in its influence on our
own judgment

Vor. IL G We

dMEa
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W E are not only better pleas’d with the
approbation of a wife man than with that
of a fool, but receive an additional fatis-
faction from the former, when ’tis obtain’d
after a long and intimate acquaintance. This
1s accounted for after the fame manner.

Tur praifes of others never give us
much pleafure, unlefs they concur with our
own opinion, and extol us for thofe quali-
ties, in which we chiefly excel. A mere
foldier little values the character of eloquence:
A gownman of courage: A bifhop of hu-
mour: Or a merchant of learning. What-
ever efteem a man may have for any quali-
ty, abftractedly confider’d ; when he is con-
{cious he is not pofleft of it; the opini-
ons of the whole world will give him lit-
tle pleafure in that particular, and that be-
caufe they never will be able to draw his
own opinion after them,

NoTuING is more ufual than for men
of good families, but narrow circumftances,
to leave their friends and country, and ra-
ther feek their livelihood by mean and me-
chanical employments among {trangers, than
among thofe, who are acquainted with their
birth and education. We fhall be unknown,
fay they, where we go. No body will
fufpect from what family we are fprung, We

{hall
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thall be remov’d from all our friends and SEcT.
acquaintance, and our poverty and mean- XL
nefs will by that means fit more eafy upon Of the
us. In examining thefe fentiments, I find /i”;‘i’
they afford many very convincing arguments

for my prefent purpofe.

FirsT, We may infer from them, that the
uncafinefs of being contemn’d dependson fym-
pathy, and that {ympathy depends on the rela-
tion of objects to ourfelves ; fince we are moft
uneafy under the contempt of perfons, who
are both related to us by blood, and conti=
guous in place. Hence we feek to dimi-
nith this fympathy and uneafinefs by fepa-
rating thefe relations, and placing ourfeclves
in a contiguity to ftrangers, and at a dif=
tance from relations.

SEcoNpLy, We may conclude, that
relations are requifite to fympathy, not ab-
folutely confider'd as relations, but by their
influence in converting our ideas of the fen-
timents of others into the very fentiments,
by means of the affociation betwixt the idea !
of their perfons, and that of our own. For (LA
here the relations of kindred and contiguity |
both fubfift ; but not being united in the
fame perfons, they contribute in ‘2 lefs de- .
gree to the fympathy. it

G 2 THIRDLY,




84 A Treatife of Human Nature.

ParT Tuirpry, This very circumftance of
i L the diminution of {fympathy by the fepara-
: :I Bm" tion of relations is worthy of our attention,
k] :,':g" fumi- Suppofe 1 am plac’d in a poor condition,
among Itrangers, and confequently am but
lightly treated ; I yet find myfelf-eafier in,
that fituation, than when I was every day
expos'd: to the contempt of my kindred and
countrymen. Here I feel a double con-
tempt 5 from. my relations, but they are
abfent ; from thofe about me, but they are
ftrangers. This double contempt is like-
e wife ftrengthen’d, by the two. relations of
| kindred and: contiguity. But as the per-
' fons are not the fame, who are conneted
with me by thofe two relations, this dif-
ference of ideas feparates the impreffions
arifing from the contempt, and: keeps them
from running into each other. The con-
tempt of my neighbours has a certain in-
fluence ; as has alfo that of my kindred:
Bat thefe influences are diftin&, and; never
unite; as when the contempt proceeds from
perfons who are at once both my neigh-
. bours and kindred. This phznomenon is
analogous to the fyftem of pride and hu-
mility above-explain’d, which may feem fo
extraordinary to vulgar apprehenfions,
FourTHLY,
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FourTHLY, A perfon in thefe circum- Srcr. '

ftances naturally conceals his birth fiom XIL

thofe among whom he lives, and is very })??;’:U

uneafy, if any one fufpe@s him to be of fjw*;f

a family, much faperior to his prefent for-

tune and way of living. Every thing in

this world is judg'd of by coinparifon. What

is an immeinfe fortune for 4 private gentle-

man is beggary for a prince. A peafant

wouw'd think himfelf happy in what cansiot

afford neceflaries for a gentleman, Wheti

a man has either been acuftom’d to 4 more

fplendid way of living; or thinks himfelf

intitled to it by his birth and quality, every

thing below is difagreeable and even fhire-

ful; and ’tis with the greateft induftry he

coficeals his pretenfions to a better forture.

Here he himfelf knows his misfortunes ;

bat as thofe, with whom he lives, are ig-

54
norant of them, he has the difagréeable
refleCtion and comparifon fuggefted only by AR

his own thoughts, and never receives it by
a fympathy with others; which muft con-
tribute very much to his eafe and fatisfaction,

I'r there be any obje@ions to this hypo-
thefis, that the pleafure, which we receive
jrom praife, arifes from a communication of
Jentiments, we fhall find, upon examination,
that thefe objetions, when taken ina pro-

G per

(#%]
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per light, will ferve to confirmit. Popular
fame may be agreeable even to a man,
who defpifes the vulgar; but ’tis becaufe
their multitude gives them additional weight
and authority. Plagiaries are delighted with
praifes, which they are conicious they do
not deferve; but this is a kind of caftle-
building, where the imagination amufes it-
felf with its own fi€tions, and ftrives to render
them firm and ftable by a fympathy with
the fentiments of others, Proud men are
moft thock’d with contempt, tho’ they do
not moft readily aflent to it; but ’tis be-
caufe of the oppofition betwixt the paffion,
which is natural to them, and that receiv’d
by fympathy. A violent lover in like man-
ner is very much difpleas’d when you blame
and condemn his love ; tho’’tis evident your
oppofition can have no influence, but by
the hold it takes of himfelf, and by his
fympathy with you. If he defpifes you, or
perceives you are in jeft, whatever you fay
has no effect upon him,

SECT,
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