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ately in ourfelves, Since then the fame SE cTi
qualities that produce pride or humility, L
caufe love or hatred; all the arguments 'Oﬁ;:;f
that have been employ’d to prove, that theje#: and
caufes of the former pafiions excite a pain Z‘;f;;:’;
or pleafure independent of the paffion, will ###e.
be applicable with equal evidence to the

caufes of the latter.

S Gl EL

Experiments to canﬁrm this [yftem.

PON duly weighing thefe argu-ggco,
merits, no one will make any fcru- I
ple to affent to that conclufion I draw from Y™
them, concerning the tranfition along rela-
ted impreflions and ideas, efpecially as ’tis
a principle, in itfelf, fo eafy and natural. Bat
that we may place this fyftem beyond doubt
both with regard to love and hatred, pride
and humility, ’twill be proper to make fome
new experiments upon all thefe paffions, as
well as to recal a few of thefe obfervations,
which I have formerly touch’d upon.
In order to make thefe experiments, let
us fuppofe I am in company with a perfon,
whom I formerly regarded without any fen-
H 3 timen®
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P AR T timents either of friendﬂzip or enmity. Here

IL.

(W VW
OF love

ard ha-
tred,

I have the natural and ultimate obje& of
all thefe four paffions plac’d before me. My-
felf am the proper obje& of pride or humi.
lity ; the other perfon of love or hatred.
Rrcarp now with attention the nature
of thefe paffions, and their fituation with
refpet to each other. ’Tisevident here are
four affetions, plac’d, as it were, in a
fquare or regular connexion with, and di-
ftance from .each other. ‘The paffions of
pride and humility, as well as thofe of love
and hatred, are connected together by the
identity of their objec, which to the firft
fet of paffions is felf, to the fecond fome
other perfon. Thefe two lines of com-
munication or connexion form two oppo-
fite fides of the fquare. Again, pride and
love are agreeable paffions; hatred and hu-
mility uneafy. This fimilitude of fenfation
betwixt pride and love, and that betwixt
humility and hatred form a new connexion,
and may be confider'd as the other two
fides of the fquare. Upon the whole, pride
is connected with humility, love with ha-
tred, by their objefts or ideas: Pride with
love, humility with hatred, by their fenfa-
tions or impreffions,
I sav
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I say then, - that nothing can produce Sk cT.

any of thefe paffions without bearing it a
double relation, wzz. of ideas to the object
of the paflion, and of fenfation to the paf-
fion itfelf. This we muft prove by ourex-
periments.

FirsT ExPERIMENT. To proceed with
the greater order in thefe experiments, let
us firft fuppofe, that being plac’d in the fi-
tuation above-mention’d, wv7z. in company
with fome other perfon, there is an object
prefented, that has no relation either of
impreffions or ideas to any of thefe pafiions.
Thus fuppofe we regard together an ordi-
nary ftone, or other common obje&, be-
longing to neither of us, and caufing of it-
felf no emotion, or independent pain and
pleafure: "Tis evident fuch an object will
produce none of thefe four paffions.  Let
us try it upon each of them fucceffively.
Let us apply it to love, to hatred, to humi-
lity, to pride; none of them ever arifes in
the f{malleft degree imaginable. Let us
change the obje, as oft as we pleafe ; pro-
vided ftilll we choofe one, that has neither
of thefe two relations. Let us repeat the
xperiment in all the difpofitions, of which
the mind is fufceptitle. No objeé, in the
vaft variety of nature, will, in any difpofi-

H 4 tion,

I1.
LV |
E xperi-
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PART tion, produce any paffion without thefe re.
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lations.

SEcoND ExXPERIMENT. Since an ob.
je€t, that wants both thefe relations can
ever produce any paffion, let us beftow on
it only one of thefe relations ; and fee what
will follow. ‘Thus fuppofe, I regard a
ftone or any common object, that belongs
cither to meor my companion, and by that
means acquires a relation of ideas to the ob-
jet of the paffions: "Tis plain, that tocon-
fider the matter & prigrs, no emotion of any
kind can reafonably be expected. For be-
fides, that a relation of ideas operates fe-
cretly and calmly on the mind, it beftows an
equal impulfe towards the oppofite paffions of
pride and humility, love and hatred, accord-
ing as the objet belongs to ourfelves or o«
thers; which oppofition of the pafiions
muft deftroy both, and leave the mind per-
fettly free from any affe@ion or emotion,
This reafoning @ priori is confirm’d by ex-
perience.  No trivial or vulgar objed, that
caufes not a pain or pleafure, independent
of the paffion, will ever, by its property or
other relations, either to ourfelves or o-
thers, be able to produce the affeétions of
pride or humility, love or hatred,

THirD
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Tuirp ExperimenT. 'Tis e¢vident, SECT. '
therefore, that a relation of ideas is not a- IL.
ble alone to give rife to thefe affeCtions. Exﬂ"'n-_
Let us now remove this relation, and inits e s
ftead place a relation of impreffions, by pre- sis jfien. |
fenting an obje&, which is agreeable or dif- |
agreeable, but has no relation either to our-
{elf or companion ; and let us obferve the
confequences, ‘T'o confider the matter firft
a priori, as in the preceding experiment;
we may conclude, that the object will have
a fimall, but an uncertain connexionwith thefe
pafions. For befides, that this relation is
not a cold and imperceptible one, it has
not the inconvenience of the relation of
ideas, nor direts us with equal force to
two contrary paffions, which by their oppo-
fition deftroy each other. But if we con-
fider, on the other hand, that this tranfition
from the fenfation to the affetion is not
forwarded by any principle, that produces
a tranfition of ideas; but, on the contrary,
that tho’ the one impreflion be eafily transfus’d
into the other, yet the change of objetts is
fuppos’d contrary to all the principles, that
caufea tranfition of that kind ; we may from
thence infer, that nothing will ever be a
fteady or durable caufe of any paffion, that
is conneCted with the paffion merely by a
relation
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PART relation of impreflions. What our reafon

IL
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wou'd conclude from analogy, after bal-
lancing thefe arguments, wou’d be, that
an object, which produces pleafure or un.
eafinefs, but has no manner of connexion
either with ourfelves or others, may give
fuch a turn to the difpofition, as thatit may
naturally fall into pride or love, humility
or hatred, and fearch for other objects, up-
on which, by a double relation, it can
found thefe affeftions; but that an obje@,
which has only one of thefe relations, the' .
the moft advantageous one, can never give
rife to any conftant and eftablith’d pafiion,
MosT fortunately all this reafoning is
found to be exaétly conformable to expe-
rience, and the phenomena of the paffions,
Suppofe I were travelling with a compas
nion thro’ a country, to which we are both
utter {trangers; ’tis evident, that if the pro-
fpects be beautiful, the roads agrecable, and
the inns commodious, this may put me in-
to good humour both with myfelf and fel-
low-traveller. But as we fuppofe, that this
country has no relation either to myfelf or
friend, it can never be the immediate caufe of
pride or love ; and therefore if I found not
the paffion on. fome other object, that bears

- either of us a clofer relation, my emotions

arc
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are rather to be confider'd as the overflow- SecT.
ings of an elevate or humane difpofition, IL
than as an eftablifh’d paffion.  The cafe is gy
the fame where the obje&t produces uneafi- 77 %

confirm
nefs, this fifitwn.

FourTH ExperiMeNT. Having found, '
that neither an obje¢t without any relation
of ideas or :impreffions, nor an objec, that
has only one relation, can ever caufe pride
or humility, love or hatred ; reafon alone
may convince us, without any farther ex-
periment, that whatever has a double rela-
tion muft neceflarily excite thefe paffions;
fince ’tis evident they muft have fome caufe.
But to leave as little room for doubt as pof-
fible, let us renew our experiments, and
fee whether the event in this cafe anfwers
our expe@ation. I choofe an obje&, fuch
as virtue, that caufes a feparate fatisfation ;
On this obje¢t I beftow a relation to felf 5
and find, that from this difpofition of af-
fairs, there immediately arifes a paffion. But
what paffion? That very one of pride, to !
which this obje bears a double relation.
Its.idea is related to that of felf, the object
of the paffion: The fenfation it caufes re-
fembles the fenfation of the paffion. That
I may be fure I am not miftaken in this
experiment, I remove firft one relation ; then

another ;
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P axr 1another; and find, that each removal de.

II.
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and ba.
tred.

ftroys the paffion, and leaves the obje&t per-
fettly indifferent. But I am not content
with this. I make a ftill farther trial ; and
inftead of removing the relation, I only
change it for one of a different kind. I
fuppofe the virtue to belong to my compa-
nion, not to myfelf ; and obferve what fol-
lows from this alteration, I immediately
perceive the affections wheel about, and leav-
ing pride, where there is only one relation,
viz. of impreflions, fall to the fide of love,
where they are attracted by a double rela-
tion of impreflions and ideas. By repeating
the fame experiment, in changing anew the
relation of ideas, I bring the affections back
to pride; and by a new repetition I again
place them at love or kindnefs. Being fully
convinc'd of the influence of this relation,
I try the effects of the other; and by chang-
ing virtue for vice, convert the pleafant im-
preflion, which arifes from the former, into
the difagrecable one, which proceeds from
the latter. 'The effe@t {till anfwers expec-
tation. - Vice, when plac’d on another, ex-
cites, by means of its double relations, the
paflion of hatred, inftead of love, which for
the fame reafon arifes from virtue, To conti-

nue theexperiment, I change anew therelation
of




Boox IL.  Of the Paffions. 109 b
of ideas, and fuppofe the vice to belong to SE ¢ T. i
myfelf. What follows? What is ufual. A 1L
fubfequent change of the paflion from ha- m
tred to humility. This humility I convert merss ro
into pride by a new change of the impref- :Z:’fgf}m
flon; and find after all that I have com-
pleated the round, and have by thefe changes
brought back the paffion to that very
fituation, in which I firft found it.

Bu T to make the matter ftill more cer-
tain, I alter the objett; and inftead of vice
and virtue, make the trial upon beauty and
deformity, riches and poverty, power and
fervitude. Each of thefe objeéts runs the
circle of the paffions in the fame manner,
by a change of their relations : And in what-
ever order we proceed, whether thro’ pride,
love, hatred, humility, or thro’ humility,
hatred, love, pride, the experiment is not
in the lealt diverfify’d. Efteem and con-
tempt, indeed, arife on fome occafions in-
ftead of love and hatred; but thefe areat
the bottom the fame paffions, only diver-
fify’d by fome caufes, which we fhall ex~
plain afterwards.

Firra ExperivmenT, Togive greates
authority to thefe experiments, let us change:
the fituation of affairs as much as poffible,
and. place the paffions and.-objects in all the

different
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ParT different pofitions, of which they are fuf-

IL

Of love
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ceptible, Let us fuppofe, befide the relations
above-mention’d, that the perfon, along with
whom I make all thefe experiments, is clofely
conneéted with me either by blood or friend-
fhip. He is;, we fhall fuppofe, my fon or
brother, or is united to me by a long and
familiar acquaintance. Let us next fuppofe,
that the caufe of the paffion acquires a
double relation of impreffions and ideas to
this perfon ; and let us fee what the ef-
fects are of all thefe complicated attractions
and relations.

Berore we confider what they are
in fa@, let us détermine what they ought
to be, conformable to my hypothefis. *Tis
plain, that, according as the impreflion is
cither pleafant or uneafy, the paflion of love
or hatred muft arife towards the perfon, who
is thus connelted to the caufe of the im-
preffion by thefe double relations, which I
have all along requird. The virtue of a
brother muft make me love him ; as his
vice or infamy muft excite the contrary paf-
fion. But to judge only from the fituation
of affajrs, I fhou'd not expect, that the af-
fections wou'd reft there, and never tranf-
fufe themfelves into any other impreffion.

As there is here a perfon, who by means of
i

- == e ma
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a double relation is the objet of my paf.
fion, the very fame reafoning leads me to
think the paffion will be carry’d farther.

IIX

SEcT.
II.

(& V)
Expe

\

ri-

The perfon has a relation of ideas to my- ments to

flf, according to the fuppofition ; the paf-
fion, of which he is the object, by be-
ing either agreeable or uneafy, has a rela-
tion of impreflions to pride or humility.
'Tis evident, then, that one of thefe paf-
fions muft arife from the love or ha-
tred.

Tu1s is the reafoning I form in confor-
mity to my hypothefis ; and am pleas’d to
find upon trial that every thing anfwers ex-
atly to my expeation. The virtue or vice
of a fon or brother not only excites love or
hatred, but by a new tranfition, from fimi-
lar caufes, gives rife to pride or humility.
Nothing caufes greater vanity thanany fhin-
ing quality in our relations ; as nothing mor-
tifies us more than their vice or infamy.
This exac conformity of experience to our
reafoning is a convincing proof of the fo-
lidity of that hypothefis, upon which we
reafon,

SixTu ExPeERIMENT. 'This evidence
will be ftill augmented, if we reverfe the
experiment, and preferving ftill the fame re-
lations, begin only with a different paf-

' ' fion,

confirm
this [iftens.
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ParT fion. Suppofe, that inftead of the virtue or

1L
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vice of a fon or brother, which caufes firfy
love or hatred, and afterwards pride or hu-
mility, we place thefe good or bad qualities
on ourfelves, without any immediate con.
nexion with the perfon, who is related to
us: Experience thews us, that by this change
of fituation the whole chain is broke, and
that the mind is not convey’d from one paf-
fion to another, as in the preceding inftance,
We never love or hate a fon or brother for
the virtue or vice we difcern in ourfelves;
tho’ 'tis evident the fame qualities in him
give us a very fenfible pride or humility.
The tranfition from pride or humility to
tove or hatred is not o natural as from love
or hatred to pride or humility. This may
at firft fight be efteem’d contrary to my hy-
pothefis ; fince the relations of impreffions
and ideas are in both cafes precifely the
fame. Pride and humility are impreffions
related to love and hatred. Myfelf am re-
lated to the perfon. It fhou'd, therefore,
be expected, that like caufes muft produce
like effects, and a perfe&t tranfition arife
from the double relation, as in all other
cafes. This difficulty we may eafily folve

by the following refletions,
"T1s
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T 1s evident, that as we are at all times SecT.
intimately confcious of ourfelves, our fenti- IL
ments and paflions, their ideas muft ftrike m
upon us with greater vivacity than the ideas 7¢zts #
of the fentiments and paflions of any other }’j:ﬁ;;g,,;
perfon.  But every thing, that ftrikes upon
us with vivacity, and appears in a full and
ftrong light, forces itfelf, in a manner,
into our confideration, and becomes prefent
to the mind on the {malleft hint and moft
trivial relation. For the fame reafon, when
it is once prefent, it engages the attention,
and keeps it from wandering to other ob-
jects, however ftrong may be their relation
to our firft object, The imagination pafles
eafily from obfcure to lively ideas, but with
difficulty from lively to obfcure. In the one
cafe the relation is aided by another prin-
ciple: In the other cafe, ’tis opposd by it.

Now I have obferv'd, that thofe two
faculties of the mind, the imagination and
paflions, affift each other in their operation,
when their propenfities are fimilar, and when
they a& upon the fame objet. The mind
has always a propenfity to pafs from a
paflion to any other related to it; and this
propenfity is forwarded when the object of
the one paflion is related to that of the o-
ther. The two impulfes concur with each

Viezr. 1, I other,




114
PaARrT
II.
LN
nf- .:’G-’;’('
ﬂ.’).-'(/ }f‘tzw

!J‘i'({.

A Treatife of Human Naiure.

other, and render the whole tranfition more
{mooth and eafy. But if it fhou’d happen,
that while the relation of ideas, ftrictly
{peaking, continues the fame, its influence,
in caufing a tranfition of the imagination,
thou’d no longer take place, ’tis evident its in-
fluence on the paflions muft alfo ceafe, as be-
ing dependent entirely on that tranfition.
This is the reafon why pride or humility
is not transfus’d into love or hatred with
the fame eafe, that the latter paffions are
chang’d into the former. If a perfon be
my brother I am his likewife : But tho’ the
relations be reciprocal, they have very dif-
ferent effe¢ts on the imagination. The paf-
fage is fmooth and open from the confider-
ation of any perfon related to us to that of
ourfelf, of whom we are every moment
confcious. But when the affections are once
direced to ourfelf, the fancy pafles not with
the fame facility from that objet to any
other perfon, how clofely {o ever connecéted
with us. This eafy or difficult tranfition
of the imagination operates upon the paf-
fions, and facilitates or retards their tranfi-
tion ; which is a clear proof, that thefe two
faculties of the paflions and imagination
are conneéted together, and that the rela-

tions of ideas have an influence upon the
affections.
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offe@ions. Befides innumerable experiments SE c T,

that prove this, we here find, that even II.
when the relation remains ; if by any par- ‘r\ﬁ

P

ticular circumftance its ufual effect upon the 7
fancy in producing an aflociation or tran- ;,;5?},,.,,
fition of ideas, is prevented ; its ufual effe&
upon the paffions, In conveying us from one
to another, is in like manner prevented.
SomE may, perhaps, find a contradition
betwixt this phenomenon and that of {fym-
pathy, where the mind pafles eafily from
the idea of ourfelves to that of any other ob-
ject related to us. But this difficulty will
vanith, if we confider that in fympathy
our own perfon is not the object of any
paffion, nor is there any thing, that fixes
our attention on ourfelves ; as in the prefent
cafe, where we are fuppos’d to be aGuated
with pride or humility. Ourfelf, indepen-
dent of the perception of every other obje&t,
is in reality nothing : For which reafon we
muft turn our view to external objects; and
’tis natural for us to confider with moft at-
tention fuch as lie contiguous to us, or fe-
femble us. But when felf is the object of
a paffion, ’tis not natural to quit the con-
fideration of it, till the pafiion be exhaufted ;
in which cafe the double relations of im-
preflions and ideas can no longer operate.

] ey T AT T TT
1 2 OEVEN TH
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SevenTu ExpERIMENT. To put this
whole reafoning to a farther trial, let us
make a new experiment; and as we have
already feen the effects of related paffions
and ideas, let us here fuppofe an' identity
of paffions along with a relation of ideas;
and let us confider the eflects of this new
fituation. ’Tis evident a tranfition of the
pafiions from the one object to the otheris
here in all reafon to be expetted; fince the
relation of ideas is fuppos’d flill to continue,
and an identity of impreflions muft produce
a ftronger connexion, than the moft perfed
refemblance, that can be imagin'd. Ifa
double relation, therefore, of impreflionsand
ideas is able to produce a tranfition from
one to the other, much more an identity
of imprefiions with a relation of ideas. Ac.
cordingly we find, that when we either love
or hate any perfon, the pafiions feldom con-
tinue within their firft bounds; but extend
themfelves towards all the contiguous ob-
jelts, and comprehend the friends and re-
lations of him we love or hate. Nothing
is more natural than to bear a kindnefs to
one brother on account of our friendfhip for
another, without any farther examination
of his charalter, A quarrel with one per-
fon gives us a hatred for the whole family,
tho’
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tho' entirely innocent of that, which dif-SecT.
pleafes us. Inftances of this kind are every II.
where to be met with, Bapoli-

Tuere is only one difficulty in this ex- f”){;ﬁfi’:"

eriment, which it will be neceffary to ac- sis jytem.
count for, before we proceed any farther.
"Tis evident, that tho’all paffions pafs eafily
from one objeét to another related to it
yet this tranfition is made with greater fa-
cility, where the more confiderable object
is firft prefented, and the lefler follows it,
than where this order is revers'd, and the
lefler takes the precedence. Thus ’tis more
natural for us to love the fon upon account
of the father, than the father upon account
of the fon ; the fervant for the mafter, than
the mafter for the fervant; the fubject for
the prince, than the prince for the fubject.
In like manner we more readily contract a
hatred againft a whole family, where our
firft quarrel is with the head of it, than
where we are difpleas’d with a fon, or fer-
vant, or fome inferior member. In fhort,
our paffions, like other obje&s, defcend with
greater facility than they afcend.

TuAT we may comprehend, wherein
confifts the difficulty of explaining this phe-
nomenon, we muft confider, that the very
fame reafon, which determines the imagi-

I3 nation
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nation to pafs from remote to contiguous
objects, with more facility than from con-
tiguous to remote, caufes it likewife to change
vith more eafe, thelefs for the greater, than
the greater for the lefs. Whatever has
the greateft influence is moft taken notice
of ; and whatever is moft taken notice of|
prefents itfelf moft readily to the ima-
gination. We are more apt to over-look
in any f{ubject, what is trivial, than what
appears of confiderable moment ; but efpe-
cially if the latter takes the precedence, and
firft engages our attention. Thus if any
accident makes us confider the Sare/lifes of
Fupiter, our fancy is naturally determin'd
to form the idea of that planet; but if we
firft refleét on the principal planet, ’tis more
natural for us to overlook its attendants,
The mention of the provinces of any em-
pire conveys our thought to the feat of the
empire ; but the fancy returns not with the
fame facility to the confideration of the pro-
vinces. The idea of the fervant makes us
think of the mafter; that of the fub-
jet carries our view to the prince. DBut
the fame relation has not an equal influence
in conveying us back again. And on this
is founded that reproach of Cornelia to her
fons, that they ought to be aftham’d fhe

{how'd




Booxk II. of the Paffions. 119

{hou’d be more known by the title of the SecT. ! Ll
davghter of Seipio, than by that of the mo- IL
ther of the Gracchi. This was, in other g

words, exhorting them to render themfelves ments 7

as illuftrious and famous as their grand- ‘;/’.:f;’::’mf
father, otherwife the imagination of the peo-
ple, paffing from her who was intermediate,
and plac’d in an equal relation to both,
wou'd always leave them, and denominate
her by what was more confiderable and of
greater moment. On the fame principle is
founded that common cuftom of making
wives bear the name of their hufbands, rather
than hufbands that of their wives ; as alfo the
ceremony of giving the precedency to thofe,
whom we honour and refpect. We might find
many other inftances to confirm this principle,
were it not already fufficiently evident.
Now fince the fancy finds the fame fa-
cility in pafiing from the lefler to the greater,
as from remote to contiguous, why does
not this eafy tranfition of ideas affift the
tranfition of pafiions in the former cafe, as
well as in the latter? The virtues of a
friend or brother produce firft love, and then
pride ; becaufe in that cafe the imagination
paffes from remote to contiguous, according
to its propenfity. Our own virtues produce
not firft pride, and then love to a friend or
Ig4 brother ;
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PARrT brother ; becaufe the paflage in that cafe
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wou'd be from contiguous to remote, con-
trary to its propenfity. But the love or
hatred of an inferior caufe not readily any
paflion to the fuperior, tho’ that be the na-
tural propenfity of the imagination: While
the love or hatred of a fuperior, caufes a
paflion to the inferior, contrary to its pro-
penfity.  In fhort, the fame facility of tran-
fition operates not in the fame manner upon
fuperior and inferior as upon contiguous and
remote. Thefe two phznomena appear con-
tradiCtory, and require fome attention to be
reconcil’d.

As the tranfition of ideas is here made
contrary to the natural propenfity of the
imagination, that faculty muft be over-
power'd by fome ftronger principle of an-
other kind; and as there is nothing ever
prefent to the mind but impreffions and
ideas, this principle muft neceflarily lie in
the impreflions. Now it has been obferv'd,
that impreflions or paffions are conneed
only by their refemblance, and that where
any two paffions place the mind in the
fame or in fimilar difpofitions, it very na-
turally pafies from the one to the other:
As on the contrary; a repugnance in the dif=
pofitions produces a difficulty in the tranfi-

(100
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tion of the paffions. But ’tis obfervable, SEc T.
that this repugnance may arife from a dif- IL
ference of degree as well as of kind; nor m
do we experience a greater difficulty in paf- f;;i:}r{:?:*
fing fuddenly from a fmall degree of love s fiftem.
toa fmall degree of hatred, than from a fmall :t
to a great degree of either of thefe affeGtions.
A man, when calm or only moderately a-
gitated, is {o different, in every refpec, from
him{elf, when difturbed with a violent paf-
fion, that no two perfons can be more un-
like ; nor is it eafy to pafs from the one ex-
treme to the other, without a confiderable
interval betwixt them.
Tue difficulty is not lefs, if it be not
rather greater, in pafling from the ftrong
paffion to the weak, than in pafling from
the weak to the ftrong, provided the one
paffion upon its appearance deftroys the o=
ther, and they do not both of them exift
at once. But the cafe is entirely alter'd,
when the paffions unite together, and aGtuate i
the mind at the fame time. A weak paf-
~ flon, when added to a ftrong, makes not
{o confiderable change in the difpofition, as
a ftrong when added toa weak ; for which
reaion there is a clofer connexion betwixt
the great degree and the fmall, than betwixt
the fmall degree and the great,

THE
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A Treatife of Human Nature.
Tue degree of any paflion depends up.-

on the nature of its obje¢t; and an affec-
tion dire&ed to a perfon, who is confidera-
ble in our eyes, fills and poflefles the mind
much more than one, which has for its
object a perfon we efteem of lefs confe-
gence. Here then the contradiction be-
twixt the propenﬁtics of the imagination and
paffion difplays itfelf, When we tarn our
thought to a great and a {mall object, the
imagination finds more facility in paffing
from the fmall to the great, than from the
gredt to the fmall ; but the affetions find a
oreater difficulty : And as the affections are
a more powerful principle than the imagi-
nation, no wonder they prevail over it, and
draw the mind to their fide. In fpite of
the difficulty of pafling from the idea of
great to that of little, a pafiion dire&ed to
the former, produces always 2 fimilar paf-
fion towards the latter; when the great
and little are related together. The idea of
the {ervant conveys our thought moft rea-
dily to the nafter; but the hatred or love
of the mafter produces with greater facili-
ty anger or good-will to the fervant. The
ftrongeft paflion in this cafe takes the pre-
cedence; and the addition of the weaker

making no confiderable change on the difpo-
fition,
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fition, the paffage is by that means ren- SecT. Il
derd more eafy and natural betwixt them. IL

As in the foregoing experiment we E@f”
found, that a relation of ideas, which, by f;;*‘:);o
any particular circumftance, ceafes to pro- sbis sem,
duce its ufual effect of facilitating the tran-
fition of ideas, ceafes likewife to operate on
the paffions; fo in the prefent experiment
we find the fame property of the impref-
fions. Two different degrees of the fame
pafion are furely related together; but if
the fmaller be firft prefent, it has little or
no tendency to introduce the greater; and
that becaufe the addition of the great to
the little, produces a more fenfible alteration
on the temper, than the addition of the
little to the great. Thefe ph@nomena, when
duly weigh’d, will be found convincing
proofs of this hypothefis.

Anp thefe proofs will be confirm’d, if
we confider the manner in which the mind
here reconciles the contradition, I have ob-
ferv'd betwixt the paffions and the imagi-
nation, The fancy pafles with more facili-
ty from the lefs to the greater, than from
the greater to the lefs: But on the contrary
a violent paffion produces more eafily a
feeble, than that does a violent. In this
oppofition the paffion in the end prevails

over
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by complying with it, and by fecking ano-
ther quality, which may counter-ballance
that principle, from whence the oppofition
arifes. 'When we love the father or mafter
of a family, we little think of his children
or fervants. But when thefe are prefent
with us, or when it lies any ways in our
power to ferve them, the nearnefs and con-
tiguity in this cafe encreafes their magni-
tude, or at leaft removes that oppofition,
which the fancy makes to the tranfition of
the affe¢tions.  If the imagination finds a
difficulty in paffing from greater to lefs, it
finds an equal facility in paffling from re-
mote to contiguous, which brings the mat-
ter to an equality, and leaves the way open

from the one paffion to the other.
Eicata ExPeEriMeENT. I have ob-
ferv’d that the tranfition from love or ha-
tred to pride or humility, is more eafy
than from pride or humility to love or
hatred; and that the difficulty, which the
imagination finds in pafiing from conti-
guous to remote, is the caufe why we fcarce
have any inftance of the latter tranfition of
the affections. I muft, however, make one
exception, viz. when the very caufe of the
pride and humility is plac’d in fome other
perfon
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perfon,  For in that cafe the imagination isSEcT.
neceffitated to confider the perfon, nor can IL
it poflibly confine its view to ourfclves.m
Thus nothing more readily produces kind- 7 #
nefs and affection to any perfon, than his sis pem.
approbation of our conduct and character : !
As on the other hand, nothing infpires us
with a ftronger hatred, than his blame or
contempt, Here ’tis evident, that the ori-
ginal pafiion is pride or humility, whofe
object is felf; and that this paffion is tranf{-
fusd into love or hatred, whofe object is
fome other perfon, notwithftanding the rule
I have already eftablith’'d, zbat the imagi-
nation paffes with difficulty from contiguous
to remofe. But the tranfition in this cafe is
not made merely on account of the relation
betwixt ourfelves and the perfon; but be-
caufe that very perfon is the real caufe of
our firft paflion, and of confequence is in-
timately connected with it, *Tis his appro-
bation that produces pride; and difappro-
bation, humility. No wonder, then, the ima-
gination returns back again attended with
the related paffions of love and hatred. This
is not a contradi¢tion, but an exception to
the rule; and an exception that arifes from
the fame reafon with the rule itfelf.

Svcu
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A Treatife of Human Nature.
SucH an exception as this is, therefore, ra-
ther a confirmation of the rule. And indeed,
if we confider all the eight experiments I
have explain’d, we fhall find that the fame
principle appears in all of them, and that
tis by means of a tranfition arifing from a
double relation of impreflions and ideas,
pride and humility, love and hatred are pro-
duc’d. An object without * a relation, or
4 with but one, never produces either of
thefe paflions; and ’tis { found that the paf-
fion always varies in conformity to the re-
lation, Nay we may obferve, that where the
relation, by any particular circumftance, has
not its ufual effect of producing a tranfi-
tion either of ** ideas or of impreflions, it
ceafes to operate upon the paffions, and gives .
rife neither to pride nor love, humility nor
hatred. 'This rule we find f{till to hold
good -+, even under the appearance of its
contrary ; and as relation is frequently ex-
perienc’d to have no effet; which upon
examination is found to proceed from fome
particular circumftance, that prevents the
tranfition ; {o even in inftances, where that
circumftance, tho’ prefent, prevents not the

* Tirlt Experiment 1 Secend and Third Experi-
ments. T Fourth Experiment. ## Gixth
Experiment, ++ Seventh and Eighth Experiments.

fran-
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