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Boox II.  Of the Paffions. . i

tranfition, ’tis found to arife from fome o- SEcT.
ther circumfance, which counter-ballances IL
o Y,
it. Thus not only the variations refolve g,
themfclves into the general principle, but 7 %

confirm

even the variations of thefe variations. this fifler.

S FE C . I
Difficulties folv'd.

FTER fomanyand fuch undeniable SE ¢ T.
proofs drawn from daily experience 111,
and obfervation, it may feem fuperfluous to
enter into a particular examination of all the
caufes of love and hatred. I fhall, therefore,
employ the fequel of this part, F77/2 In re-
moving fome difficulties, concerning parti-
cular caufes of thefe paffions. Secondly, In
examining the compound affeions, which
arife from the mixture of love and hatred
with other emotions.

y

NoTuing is more evident, than that any
perfon acquires our kindnefs, or is expos'd to
our ill-will, in proportion to the pleafure
or uneafinefs we receive from him, and
that the paflions keep pace exadtly with the
fenfations in all their changes and variations.
Whoever - can find the means either by his
fervices, his beauty, or his flattery, to ren-

der
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Par T der himfelf ufeful or agreeable to us, is fure

IT.

or love
(?F"({ bﬂ_

ired.

of our affe@ions: As on the other hand,

T . '
whoever harms or difpleafes us never failstg

excite our anger or hatred. When our own
nation is at war with any other, we deteft
them under the character of cruel, perfidious,
unjuft and violent: Butalways efteem our-
felves and allies equitable, moderate, and
merciful. If the general of our enemies be
fuccefsful, ’tis with difficulty we allow him
the figure and character of a man. He isa
forcerer: He has a communication with
demons; as is reported of Oliver Cromwell,
and the Duke of Luxembourg: He is
bloody-minded, and takes a pleafure in
death and deftruction, But if the fuccefs
be on our fide, our commander has all the
oppofite good qualities, and is a pattern of
virtue, as well as of courage and conduct.
His treachery we call policy: His cruelty
is an evil infeparable from war. In fhort,
every cne of his fauits we either endeavour
to extennate, or dignify it with the name
of that virtue, which approaches it. ’Tis
evident the fame method of thinking runs
thro’ common life.

TrERE are fome, who add another con-
dition, and require not only that the pain
and pleafure arife from the perfon, but like-

wife
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wife that it arife knowingly, and with aSecT.
particular defign and intention. A man, IL..
who wounds and harms us by accident, be- f)f‘.f;,;‘;
comes not our enemy upon that account, /4.
nor do we think ourfelves bound by any
tics of gratitude to one, who does us any
fervice after the fame manner. By the
intention we judge of the actions, and ac-
cording as that is good or bad, they become
caufes of love or hatred.

BuT here we muft make a diftinction,
If that quality in another, which pleafes or
difpleafes, be conftant and inherent in his
perfon and character, it will caufe love or
hatred independent of the intention: But
otherwife a knowledge and defign is requi-
fite, in order to give rife to thefe paffions.
One that is difagreeable by his deformity or
folly is the objet of our averfion, tho’ no-
thing be more certain, than that he has not
the leaft intention of difpleafing us by thefe
qualities, But if the uncafinefs proceed
not from a quality, but an action, which
is produc’d and annihilated in 2 moment,
'tis necefary, in order to produce fome re-
lation, and conneé this a&ion fufficiently
with the perfon, that it be deriv'd from a
particular fore-thought and defign. ’Tis
not enough, that the acion arife from the

Vaz. 1. K perfon,
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PART perfon, and have him for its immediate

IL

OF love
and ha-
tred.

caufe and author. This relation alone is
too feeble and inconftant to be a foundation
for thefe paffions. It reaches not the fen-
fible and thinking part, and neither pro-
ceeds from any thing durable in him, nor
leaves any thing behind it; but pafles ina
moment, and is as if it had never been. On
the other hand, an intention fhews certain
qualities, which remaining after the acion
is perform’d, conne@ it with the perfon,
and facilitate the tranfition of ideas from
one to the other. We can never think of
him without refleCting on thefe qualities;
unlefs repentance and achange of life have
produc’d an alteration in that refpe&t: In
which cafe the paffion is likewife alter'd.
This therefore is one reafon, why an inten-
tion is requifite to excite either love or ha-
tred.

Bur we muft farther confider, that
an intention, befides its ftrengthening the
relation of ideas, is often neceflary to pro-
duce a relation of impreflions, and give rife
to pleafure and uneafinefs. For ’tis obferv-
able, that the principal part of an injury Is
the contempt and hatred, which it thews in
the perfon, that injures us; and without
that, the mere harm gives us a lefs fenfible

uneafinefs,
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uneafinefs. In like manner, a good office SE c T,
is agreeable, chiefly becaufe it flatters our IIL
vanity, and is a proof of ghe kindnefs and }m
efteem of the perfon, who performs it. /@4
The removal of the intention, removes the
mortification in the one cafe, and vanity
in the other; and muft of courfe caufc a
remarkable diminution in the paflions of
love and hatred.

I granT, that thefe effeCts of the re.
moval of defign, in diminifhing the rela-
tions of impreffions and ideas, are not en-
tire, nor able to remove every degree of
thefe relations. But then I afk, if the re-
moval of defign be able entirely to remove
the paffion of love and hatred ? Experience,
I am fure, informs us of the contrary, nor
is there any thing more certain, than that
men often fall into a violent anger for in-
juries, which they themfelves muft own
to be entirely involuntary and accidental.
This emotion, indeed, cannot be of long
continuance ; but ftill is fufficient to fhew,
that there is a natural connexion betwixt
uneafinefs and anger, and that the rclation
of impreflions will operate upon a very {mall
relation of ideas. But when the violence of
the impreffion is once a little abated, the
defe of the relation begins to be better felt;

K 2 and
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PARrT and as the chara&er of a perfon is no wife

II.

A\ "
Of lrve

and ha-
gred,

interefted in fuch injuries as are cafual and
involuntary, it.feldom happens that on
their account, we entertain a lafting en-
mity,

To illuftrate this do&trine by a parallel
inftance, we may obferve, that not only
the uneafinefs, which proceeds from ano-
ther by accident, has but little force to ex-
cite our paffion, but alfo that which arifes
from an acknowledg'd neceflity and duty.
One that has a real defign of harming us,
proceeding not from hatred and ill-will, but
from juftice and equity, draws not upon
him our anger, if we be in any degrec rca-
fonable; notwithftanding he is both the
caufe, and the knowing caufe of our fuf-
ferings. Let us examine a little this phe-
nomenos,

"T'rs evident in the firft place, that this
circumftance is not decifive; and tho it
may be able to diminith the paffions, ’tis
feldom it can entirely remove them, How
few criminals are there, who have no ill-
will to the perfon, that accufes them,
or to the judge, that condemns them,
even tho’ they be confcious of their own
deferts ? In like manner our _ antagonift
in a law-fuit, and our competitor for any

office,
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office, are. commonly regarded as our ene- SEcCT. ;
mies; tho' we muft acknowledge, if we IIL
wou'd but refle¢t a moment, that their mo- m
tive is entirely as juftifiable as our own. Jolv'd.,

BesipeEs we may confider, that when
we receive harm from any perfon, we are
apt to imagine bim criminal, and ’tis with
extreme difficulty we allow of his juftice
and innecence. ‘'This is a clear proof, that,
indc'pcndcnt‘of the opinion of iniquity, any
harm or uneafinefs has a natural tendency
to excite our hatred, and that afterwards we
feek for reafons upon which we may jufti-
fy and eftablith the paffion. Here the idea
of injury produces not the paffion, but arifes
from it

Nor is itany wonder that paffion {hou’d
produce the opinion of injury; fince other-
wife it muft fuffer a confiderable diminu-
tion, which all the paffions avoid as much
pofiible.  The removal of injury may re-
move the anger, without proving that the
anger arifes only from the injury. The
harm and the juftice are two contrary ob-
jects, of which the one has a tendency to
produce hatred, and the other love; and
‘tisaccording to their different degrees, and
our particular turn of thinking, that either

K 3 of




	Seite 127
	Seite 128
	Seite 129
	Seite 130
	Seite 131
	Seite 132
	Seite 133

