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134 A Treatife of Human Nature.

ParT of the objecs prevails, and excites its proper

1L paﬁion,

(N )
Of love

Pl S EOT 1V
of the love of relations.

’ SECT. AVING given a reafon, why feve-
Iv. ral aQtions, that caufe areal pleafure
Pl

or uncafinefs, excite not any degree, or but
a {fmall one, of the paffion of love or ha-
tred towards the ators ; ’twill be neceflary
to fhew, wherein confifts the pleafure cr
uneafinefs of many objects, which we find
by experience to produce thele paffions.
AccorpinGg to the preceding {yftem
there is always requir'd a double relation of
impreflions and ideas betwixt the caufe and
effe®, in order to produce either love of
hatred. But tho’ this be univerfally true,
“tis remarkable that the paffion of love may
be excited by only one relation of a difle-
rent kind, wviz. betwixt ourfelves and the
b obje€t ; or more properly fpeaking, that this
' relation is always attended with both the
others. 'Whoever is united to us by any
connexion is always fure of a fhare of our
love, proportion’d to the connexion, with-

put énquiring into his other qualities, Thus
' the
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the relation of blood produces the ftrongeft S cT.
tie the mind is capable of in the love of Iv.
parents to their children, and a lefler degree 'OT
of the fame affeCtion, as the relation lef- fove of re-
{ens. Nor has confanguinity alone this ef- e
fe&t, but any other reiation without excep-
tion. We love our country-men, our neigh-
bours, thofe of the fame trade, profeffion,
and even name with ourfelves, Every one
of thefe relations is efteem’d fome tie, and
gives a title to a fhare of our affetion.

Tuere is another pheznomenon, which
is parallel to this, wiz. that acquaintance,
without any kind of rclation, gives rife to
love and kindnefs. 'When we have contrac-
ted a habitude and intimacy with any per-
fon; tho' in frequenting his company we
have not been able to difcover any very va-
luable quality, of which he is poflefs'd; yet
we cannot forbear preferring him to ftrang-
ers, of whofe fuperior merit we are fully
convincd.  Thefe two phznomena of the
effects of relation and acquaintance will give
mutual light to each other, and may be
both explain’d from the fame principle.

Tuose, who take a pleafure in declaim-
ing againft human nature, have obferv'd,
that man is altogether infufficient to fupport
himfelf ; and that when you loofen all the

K 4 holds,
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til P ART holds, which he has of external objects, he
: IL immediately drops down into the deepeft
LR m melancholy and defpair. From this, fay
fzf:,fm' they, proceeds that continual fearch after
 amufement in gaming, in hunting, in bufi-
nefs; by which we endeavour to forget our-
felves, and excite our fpirits from the lan-

guid flate, into which they fall, when

not {uftain’d by fome brifk and lively emo-

tion. To this method of thinking I fo far
agree, that I own the mind to be infuffi
cient, of itfelf, to its own entertainment,

and that it naturally fecks after foreign
objects, which may produce a lively fenfation,

and agitate’ the {pirits. On the appear-
ance of fuch an object it awakes, as it were,
from a dream : The blood flows with a new

tide: The heart is elevated: And the whole

man acquires a vigour, which he cannot
command in his folitary and calm moments
Hence company is naturally fo rejoicing, as
prefenting the livelieft of all objects, wiz. a
rational and thinking Being like ourfelves,

who communicates to us all the a&ions of

bhis mind ; makes us privy to his inmoft fen-
timents and affeCtions; and lets us fee, in

the very inftant of their production, all the
emotions, which are caus’d by any objett.
Every lively idea is agreeable, but efpecially

that
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that of a paffion, becaufe fuch an idea be- SecT. bk
comes a kind of paffion, and gives a more IV.
fenfible agitation to the mind, than any o- W
ther image or conception. . J{g:o:{}

Twu1s being once admitted, all the reft is
eafly. For as the company of ftrangers is
agreeable to us for @ fhort time, by inli-
vening our thought; fo the company of
our relations and acquaintance muft be pe-
culiarly agreeable, becaufe it has this effect
in a greater degree, and is of more durable
influence. Whatever is related to us is con-
ceivd in a lively manner by the eafy tran-
fition from ourfelves to the related object.
Cuftom alfo, or acquaintance facilitates the
entrance, and {trengthens the conception of
any objeét. ‘The firft cale is parallel to our
reafonings from caufe and effe&t ; the fecond
to education. And as reafoning and educa-
tion concur only in producing a lively and
ftrong idea of any obje&; fo is this the
only particular, which is common to rela-
tion and acquaintance. This muft, there-
fore, be the influencing quality, by which
they produce all their common effeéts; and
love or kindnefs being one of thefe effecs, it .
muft be from the force and livelinefs of i
conception, that the paffion is deriv’d. Such
A conception is peculiarly agreeable, and

makes
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ParT makes us have an affeCtionate regard for

II.

Of brve
aind ha-
tred,

every thing, that produces it, when the

proper object of kindnefs and good-will,
"T'1s obvious, that people affociate to-
gether according to their particular tempers
and difpofitions, and that men of gay tem-
pers naturally love the gay ; as the ferious
bear an affeCtion to the ferious. ‘This not
only happens, where they remark this re-
femblance betwixt themfelves and others,
but alfo by the natural courfe of the difpo-
fition, and by a certain fympathy, which’
always arifes betwixt fimilar charalers
Where they remark the refemblance, it ope-
rates after the manner of a relation, by pro-
ducing a connexion of ideas. Where they
do not remark it, it operates by fome other
principle ; and if this latter principle be
fimilar to the former, it muft be receivid asa

confirmation of the foregoing reafoning.
THE idea of ourfelves is always inti-
mately prefent to us, and conveys a fen-
fible degree of vivacity to the idea of any
other object, to which we are related. This
lively idea changes by degrees into 2 real
impreffion ; thefe two kinds of perception
being in a great meafure the fame, and dif-
fering only in their degrees of force and
vivacity, But this change muft be produc'd
with
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with the greater eafe, thatour natural tem- S ¢ .
per gives us a propenfity to the fame im- IV,
preffion, which we obferve in others, and S;:‘N
makes it arife upon any flight occafion. In n;v;?f of re-
that cafe refemblance converts the idea into ™*'™*
an impreflion, not only by means of the |
relation, and by transfufing the original vi-
vacity into the related idea ; butalfo by pre-
fenting fuch materials as take fire from the
leaft fpark. And as in both cafes a love or
affetion arifes from the refemblance, we
may learn that a {ympathy with others is
agreeable only by giving an emotion to the
fpirits, fince an eafy {ympathy and corre-
{fpondent emotions arc alone common to
relation, acquaintance, and refemblance.

Tur great propenfity men have to pride
may be confider’d as another fimilar phz-
nomenon. It often happens, that after we
have liv’d a confiderable time in any city ;
however at firft it might be difagrecable to
us; yet as we become familiar with the
objects, and contract an acquaintance, tho’
merely with the ftreets and buildings, the
averfion diminithes by degrees, and at laft
changes into the oppofite paffion. The
mind finds a fatisfaction and eafe in the
view of objeéts, to which it is accuftom’d,
and naturally prefers them to others, which,

: tho’,
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tho’, perhaps, in themfelves more valuable,
are lefs known to it. By the fame quality
of the mind we are feduc’'d into a good
opinion of ourfelves, and of all objects, that
belong to us. They appear in a ftronger
light ; are more agreeable ; and confequently
fitter {fubjects of pride and vanity, thanany
other.

IT may not be amifs, in treating of
the affe¢tion we bear our acquaintance and
relations, to obferve fome pretty curious
phznomena, which attend it. *Tis eafy to
remark in common life, that children efteem
their relation to their mother to be weaken'd,
in a great meafure, by her fecond marriage,
and no longer regard her with the fame eye,
as if fhe had continu’d in her ftate of wi-
dow-hood.  Nor does this happen only,
when they have felt any inconveniencics
from her fecond marriage, or when her
hufband is much her inferior i but even
without any of thefe confiderations, and
merely becaufe the has become part-of an-
other family. This alfo takes place with
regard to the fecond marriage of a father;
but in a much lefs degree: And ’tis certain
the ties of blood are not o much loofen’d
in the latter cafe as by the marriage of 2
mother. Thefe two phznomena are re-

Jrahkia
markable
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markable in themfelves, but much more fo SEc T,
when compar’d. Iv.
In order to produce a perfeét relation W
betwixt two objects, ’tis requifite, not only iﬁ@f%{“ re-
that the imagination be convey’d from one """
to the other by refemblance, contiguity or ;
caufation, but alfo that it return back from
the fecond to the firft with the fame eafe
and facility. At firft fight this may feem
a neceflary and anavoidable confequence. If
one object refemble another, the latter ob-
& muft neceffarily refemble the former,
If one obje& be the caufe of another, the
fecond object is effe@ to its caufe. *Tis the
fame cafe with contiguity : And therefore
the relation being always reciprocal, it may
be thought, that the return of the imagi-
ntion from the fecond to the firft muft
alfo, in every cafe, be equally natural as its
paflage from the firft to the fecond. But
upon farther examination we fhall eafily dif-
cover our miftake. For fuppofing the fe-
cond object, befide its reciprocal relation to
the firft, to have alfo a ftrong relation to a
third object ; in that cafe the thought, paf-
fing from the firft object to the fecond, re-
turns not back with the fame facility, tho’
the relation continues the fame; but is rea-
dily carry’d on to the third obje&, by means
of
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]
and gives a new impulfe to the imagina-

tion, This new relation, therefore, weak-
ens the tie betwixt the firft and fecond ob-
jects.  The fancy is by its very nature
wavering and inconftant ; and confiders al-
ways two objets as more ftrongly re-
lated together, where it finds the paffage
equally eafy both in going and returning,
than where the tranfition is eafy only in
one of thefe motions. The double motion
is a kind of a double tie, and binds the
objelts together in the clofeft and moft in-
timate manner.

T u e fecond marriage of a mother breaks
not the relation of child and parent; and
that relation {fuffices to convey my imagina-
tion from myfelf to her with the greateft
cafe and facility. DBut after the imagination
is arriv’d at this point of view, it finds its
objec to be furrounded with fo many other
relations, which challenge its regard, that
it knows not which to prefer, and is at a
lofs what new obje&t to pitch upon. The
ties of intereft and duty bind her to another
family, and prevent that return of the fancy
from her to myfelf, which is neceffary to
fupport the union, The thought has no
longer the vibration, requifite to fet it per-

fectly
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fectly at eafe, and indulge its inclinationto Sk c T.
change. It goes with facility, but returns IV,
with difficulty ; and by that interruption W
finds the relation much weaken’d from what Zve of re-
it wow'd be were the paffage open and eafy """
on both fides.

Now to give a reafon, why this effect
follows not in the fame degree upon the
fecond marriage of a father: we may reflect
on what has been prov'd already, that tho’
the imagination goes eafily from the view of
a lefler object to that of a greater, yet it
returns not with the fame facility from the
greater to the lefs. 'When my imagination
goes from myfelf to my father, it pafles not
fo readily from him to his fecond wife, nor
confiders him as entering into a different
family, but as continuing the head of that
family, of which I am myfelf a part. His
fuperiority prevents the eafy tranfition of the
thought from him to his fpoufe, but keeps
the paffage ftill open for a return to myfelf
along the fame relation of child and parent.
He is not funk in the new relation he ac-
quires ; {o that the double motion or vibra-
tion of thought is ftill ealy and natural. By
this indulgence of the fancy in its incon-
ftancy, the tie of child and parent ftill pre-
ferves its full force and influence.

A
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