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8:F8.C E,«: X,
of refpect and contempt.

H ER E now remains only to explain SE c T.
the paflions of refpect and contempt, X.
along with the amorous aftetion, in order
to underftand all the paffions which have
any mixture of love or hatred. Let us be-
gin with refpe¢t and contempt.

I~ confidering the qualities and circum-
ftances of others, we may either regard them
as they really are in themfelves; or may
make a comparifon betwixt them and our
own qualities and circumftances; or may
join thefe two methods of confideration.
The good qualities of others, from the firft
point of view, produce love; from the fe-
cond, humility ; and from the third, refpect ;
which is a mixture of thefe two paffions,
Their bad qualities, after the fame manner,
caufe either hatred, or pride, or contempt,
according to the light in which we furvey
them.

TuAaT thereisa mixture of pride in con-
tempt, and of humility in refpect, is, I think,

too
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too evident, from their very feeling or ap-
pearance, to require any particalar proof,
That this mixture arifes from a tacit com-
parifon of the perfon contemn’d or refpected
with ourfclves is no lefs evident. The fame
man may caufe either refpect, love, or con-
tempt by his condition and talents, accord-
ing as the perfon, who confiders him, from
his inferior becomes his equal or fuperior,
In changing the point of view, tho’ the ob-
je€t may remain the fame, its proportion to
ourfelves entirely alters; which is the caufe
of an alteration in the paffions. Thefe paf-
fions, therefore, arife from our obferving the
proportion ; that is, from a comparifon.

I mave already obferv’d, that the mind
has a much ftronger propenfity to pride
than to humility, and have endeavour'd,
from the principles of human nature, to

affign a caufe for this phznomenon, Whe-
ther my reafoning be receiv’d or not, the
phznomenon is undifputed, and appears in
many inftances. ~ Among the reft, ’tis the
reafon why there is a much greater mixture
of pride in contempt, than of humility in
refpect, and why we are more clevated with
the view of one below us, than mortify’'d
with the prefence of one above us. Con-

tempt
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tempt or fcorn has fo ftrong a tinGture of SECT.
pride, that there fcarce is any other pafiion X.
difcernable : Whereas in efteem or refpect, W
Jove makes a more confiderable ingredient # cox-
. = g Lempt.

than humility. The pafiion of vanity is fo
prompt, that it rouzes at the leaft call;
while humility requires a fironger impulfe
to make it exert itizlf.

Bu T here it may reafonably be afk’d,
why this mixture takes place only in fome
cafes, and appears not on every occafion. All
thofe objects, which caufe love, when plac’d
on another perfon, are the caufes of pride,
when transfer’d to ourfelves; and confe-
quently ought to be caufes of humility, as
well as love, while they belong to others,
and are only compar’d to thofe, which we
ourfelves poficfs. In like manner every qua-
licy, which, by being directly confider'd,
produces hatred, ought always to give rife
to pride by comparifon, and by a mixture
of thefe paffions of hatred and pride ought
to excite contempt or fcorn, The difficulty
then is, why any objects ever caufe pure
love or hatred, and produce not always the
mixt paffions of refpect and contempt.

I mave fupposd all along, that the paf-
fions of love and pride, and thofe of hu-

' mility
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ParT mility and hatred are fimilar in their fen.

IL
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fations, and that the two former are always
agreeable, and the two latter painful. But
tho’ this be univerfally true, ’tis obfervable,
that the two agreeable, as well as the two
painful paffions,have fome differences,and even
contrarieties, which diftinguifh them. No-
thing invigorates and exalts the mind equally
with pride and vanity; tho’ at the fame
time love or tendernefs is rather found to
weaken and infeeble it. The fame diffe-
rence is obfervable betwixt the uneafy paf-
fions. Anger and hatred beftow a new
force on all our thoughts and acions;
while humility and fhame dejec and dif-
courage us, Of thefe qualities of the pal-
fions, ’twill be neceflary to form a diftiné
idea. Let us remember, that pride and
hatred invigorate the foul; and love and
bumility infecble it.

From this it follows, that tho’ the con-
formity betwixt love and hatred in the a-
greeablenefs of their fenfation makes them
always be excited by the fame objects, yet
this other contrariety is the reafon, why
they are excited in very different degrees.
Genius and learning are pleajant and mag-
mficent objects, and by both thefe circum-

ftances
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ftances are adapted to pride and vanity ; but SE c T, 1
have a relation to love by their pleafure on- X.
ly. Ignorance and fimplicity are difagree- of ropes
able and mean, which in the fame manner ff:;; o
gives them a double connexion with hu-
mility, and a fingle one with hatred. We
may, therefore, confider it as certain, that
tho' the fame objeét always produces
love and pride, humility and hatred, ac-
cording to its different fituations, yet it fcl-
dom produces either the two former or the
two latter paflions in the fame proportion.

"T1s here we muft feek for a folution
of the difficulty above-mention’d, why any
object ever excites pure love or hatred, and
does not always produce refpect or contempt,
by a mixture of humility or pride. No
quality in another gives rife to humility by
comparifon, unlefs it wou’d have produc’d
pride by being plac’d in ourfelves ; and
vice verfa no objeét excites pride by com-
parifon, unlefs it wouw'd have produc’d
humility by the dire& furvey, This is evi-
dent, objects always produce by comparifon
a fenfation dire@ly contrary to their origi-
nal one. Suppofe, therefore, an object to
be prefented, which is peculiarly fitted to
produce love, but imperfectly to excite pride;;

this
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this obje@, belonging to another, gives rife
dire@ly to a great degree of love, but to a
{mall one of humility by comparifon ; and
confequently that latter paffion is fcarce felt
in the compound, nor is able to convert
the love into refpec. This is the cafe with
good nature, good humour, facility, gene-
rofity, beauty, and many other qualities.
Thefe have a peculiar aptitude to produce
love in others ; but not fo great a tendency
to excite pride in ourfelves : For which
reafon the view of them, as belonging to
another perfon, produces pure love, with
but a {mall mixture of humility and refpect,
"Tis eafy to extend the fame reafoning to
the oppofite paflions.

BerorE we leave this fubjed, it may
not be amifs to account for a pretty curious
phenomenon, vzz. why we commonly keep
at a diftance fuch as we contemn, and al-
low not our inferiors to approach too near
even in place and fituation. It has al-
ready been obferv’d, that almoft every kind
of idea is attended with fome emotion, even
the ideas of number and extenfion, much
more thofe of fuch objedts as are eftecem’d
of confequence in life, and fix our attention.
"Tis not with entire indifference we can fur-

vey




Boox IL Of the Paffions.

vey cither a rich man ora poor one, but
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muft feel fome faint touches, at leaft, of X.

refpect in the former cafe, and of contempt in
the latter. 'Thefe two paffions are contrary
to each other; but in order to make this
contrariety be felt, the objects muft be fome-
way related ; otherwife the affe@ions are to-
tally feparate and diftin€t, and never en-
counter. 'The relation takes place wherever
the perfons become contiguous; which Is
a general reafon why we are uneafy at fee-
ing fuch difproportion’d objes, as a rich
man and a poor one, a nobleman and 2
porter, in that ficuation.

T u 1s uneafinefs, which is common to
every fpectator, muft be more fenfible to the
fuperior ; and that becaufe the near approach
of the inferior is regarded as a piece of ill-
breeding, and fhews that he is not fenfible
of the difproportion, and is no way affected
by itt A fenfe of fuperiority in another
breeds in all men an inclination to keep
themfelves at a diftance from him, and de-
termines them to redouble the marks of re-
fpect and reverence, when they are oblig’d
to approach him ; and where they do not
obferve that condudt, ’tis a proof they are
not fenfible of his fuperiority. From hence
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