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A Treatife of Human Nature.,

PART too it procceds, that any great difference in
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the degrees of any quality is call’d a diftance
by a common metaphor, which, however
trivial it may appear, is founded on natural
principles of the imagination. A great dif-
ference inclines us to produce a diftance,
The ideas of diftance and difference are,
therefore, connected together. Connelted
ideas are readily taken for each other; and
this is in general the fource of the metaphor,
as we fhall have occafion to obferve after-
wards,

$'E Gl s ikl

Of the amorous paffion, or love be-
twixt the fexes.

O F all the compound paffions, which
proceed from a mixture of love and
hatred with other affections, no one better de- -
ferves our attention, than that love, which
arifes betwixt the fexes, as well on account
of its force and violence, as thofe curious
principles of philofophy, for which it af-
fords us an unconteftable argument. 'Tis
plain, that this affeGtion, in its moft natu-

ral
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ral ftate, is deriv’d from the conjun&ionSE cT,
of three different impreffions or paffions, XL
viz. The pleafing fenfation arifing from EJ?:/;;:)
beauty ; the bodily appetite for generation ; 7orewspaf
. . ey fion, &,

and a generous kindnefs or good-will. The
orign of kindnefs from beauty may be
explaid from the foregoing reafoning.
The queftion is how the bodily appetite is
excited by it. :

THE appetite of generation, when con-
fin'd to a certain degree, is evidently of the
pleafant kind, and bhas a ftrong connexion
with all the agreeable emotions. ~ Joy, mirth,
vanity, and kindnefs areall incentives to this
defire ; as well as mufic, dancing, wine, and
good cheer, On the other hand, forrow,
melancholy, poverty, humility are deftruc-
tive of it. From this quality ’tis eafily con-
ceivd why it fhou’d be conneéted with the
fenfe of beauty.

Bu T there is another principle that con-
tributes to the fame effect. I have obferv’d
that the parallel direction of the defires is a
real relation, and no lefs than a refemblance
in their fenfation, produces a connexion
among them. That we may fully com-
prehend the extent of this relation, we muft
confider, that any principal defire may be

yor. I P attended
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attended with f{ubordinate ones, which are
connected with it, and to which if other
defires are parallel, they are by that means
related to the principal one. Thus hunger
may oft be confider'd as the primary incli-
nation of the foul, and the defire of ap-
proaching the meat as the fecondary one;
fince ’tis abfolutely neceffary to the fatisfying
that appetite. If an object, therefore, by
any feparate qualities, inclines us to approach
the meat, it naturally encreafes our appetite;
as on the contrary, whatever inclines us to
fet our viGuals at a diftance, is contradic-
tory to hunger, and diminifhes our inclina-
tion to them. Now ’tis plain that beauty
has the firft effe@®, and deformity the fe-
cond : Which is the reafon why the former
gives us a keener appetite for our victuals,
and the latter is fufficient to difguft us at
the moft favoury difh, that cookery has
invented. ~All this is eafily applicable to the
appetite for generation.

Frowm thefe two relations, v7z. refemb-
lance and a parallel defire, there arifes fuch
a connexion betwixt the fenfe of beauty,
the bodily appetite, and benevolence, that
they become in a manner infeparable:
And we find from experience, that ’tis in-

different
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different which of them advances firft ; fince Sec 74
any of them is almoft fure to be attended XL
with the related affections. One, who is g7 3™
inflam’d with luft, feels at leaft a momen- amerous
tary kindnefs towards the object of it, and 2
at the fame time fancies her more beautiful
than ordinary ; as there are many, who be«
gin with kindnefs and efteem for the wit
and merit of the perfon, and advance from
that to the other paffions. But the moft
common {pecies of love is that which firft
arifes from beauty, and afterwards diffules
itfelf into kindnefs and into the bodily ap-
petice,.  Kindnefs or efteem, and the ap-
petite to generation, are toco remote to
unite eafily together. The one is, per-
haps, the moft refin’d paffion of the foul;
the other the moft grofs and vulgar. The
love of beauty is placd in a juft medium
betwixt them, and partakes of both theit
natures: From whence it proceeds, that’tis
o fingularly fitted to produce both.

Tu1s account of love is not peculiar to
my fyftem, but is unavoidable on any hy-
pothefis. The three affeftions, which com-
pofe this paflion, are evidently diftinét, and
has each of them its diftinct object. ’Tis
certain, thercfore, that’tis only by their re~
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ParT lation they produce each other. But the
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relation of paflions is not alone fufficient,
"Tis likewife neceflary, there fhou'd be a
relation of ideas. The beauty of one per-
fon never infpires us with love for another.
This then is a fenfible proof of the double
relation of impreflions and ideas. From one
inftance fo evident as this we may form a
judgment of the reft.

T u 15 may alfo ferve in another view to
ifluftrate what I have infifted on concern-
ing the origin of pride and humility, love
and hatred. I have obferv’d, that tho’ felf
be the objet of the firlt fet of paffions, and
fome other perfon of the fecond, yet thefe
objects cannot alone be the caufes of the
paflions; as having each of them a relation
to two contrary affeGtions, which muft from
the very firft moment deftroy each other.
Here then is the fituation of the mind, as
I have already deferib’d it. It has certain
organs naturally fitted to produce a paffion;
that paffion, when produc’d, naturally turns
the view to a certain object. But this not
being fufficient to produce the paffion, there
is requir'd fome other emotion, which by
a double relation of impreffions and ideas
may fet thefe principles in action, and be-

frow
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