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A Treatife of Human Nature.

of deciding concerning the actions and refo-
lutions of men, where there is any contras
riety of motives and paflions.

SECT IV
Of the caufes of the violent paffuons.

HERE is not in philofophy a fub-

je&t of more nice fpeculation than

this of the different caufes and effects of the
calm and violent paffions. Tis evident
paflions influence not the will in proportion
to their violence, or the diforder they occa-
fion in the temper; but on the contrary,
that when a paffion has once become a fet-
tled principle of acion, and is the predo-
minant inclination of the foul, it common-
ly produces no longer any fenfible agitation,
As repeated cuftom and its own force have
made every thing yield to it, it direcs the
actions and conduct without that oppofi-
tion and emotion, which fo naturally at-
tend every momentary guft of paffion, We
muft, therefore, diftinguith betwixt a calm
and a weak paffion ; betwixt a violent and
a ftrong one, But notwithftanding this,
tis
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'tis certain, that when we wou'd govern aSecT.
man, and puth him to any adion, ’twill IV.
commonly be better policy to work upon gf g,
the violent than the calm paffions, and ra- :;J‘;{::DZZ ”
ther take him by his inclination, than what pagins.
is vulgarly call'd his 7eafon. We ought to
place the object in fuch particular fituations
as are proper to encreafe the violence of the
pafion. For we may obferve, thatall de-
pends upon the fituation of the obje&, and
that a variation in this particular will be a-
ble to change the calm and the violent paffions
into each other.  Both'thefe kinds of paffions
purfue good, and avoid evil; and both of
them are encreas’d or diminith’d by the en-
creafe or diminution of the good or evil,
But herein lies the difference betwixt them :
The fame good, when near, will caufe a
violent paffion, which, when remote, pro-
duces only a calm one. As this fubject be-
longs very properly to the prefent queftion
concerning the will, we fhall here examine
it to the bottom, and fhall confider fome
of thofe circumftances and fituations of
objets, which render a paffion either calm
or violent.

"T'rs a remarkable property of human
nature, that any emotion, which attends a

paffion,




256 A Treatife of Human Nature.

Part paffion, is eafily converted into it, tho’ in
L. their natures they be originally different
or - from, and even contrary to each other, "Tjs
:fijjizﬂ;if . true; in o;;der to make‘a perfe¢t union a-
"y mong paflions, there is always requird
a double relation of impreflions and ideas ;
nor is one relation fufficient for that pur-
pofe. But tho’ this be confirm’d by un-
doubted experience, we muft underftand it
with its proper limitations, and muft regard
the double relation, as requifite only to
make one paflion produce another. When
two paflions are already produc’d by their
feparate caufes, and are both prefent in the
mind, they readily mingle and unite, tho
they have but one relation, and fometimes
without any. The predominant paffion
{wallows up the inferior, and converts it
into itfelf. The fpirits, when once excited,
eafily receive a change in their dire@ion;
and ’tis natural to imagine this change will
come from the prevailing affeCtion. The
connexion is in many refpets clofer betwixt
any two paflions, than betwixt any paffion

and indifference.
WaEeN a perfon is once heartily in love,
the little faults and caprice of his miftrefs,

the jealoufies and quarrels, to which that
com-
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commerce is fo fubjet; however unpleafant SE ¢ Te
and related to anger and hatred; are yet IIL
found to give additional force to the prevail- W
ing paffion. "Tis a common artifice of po- oy ¥
liticians, when they wou'd afte€t any per- pagions.
fon very much by a matter of fact, of
which they intend to inform him, firft to
excite his curiofity ; delay as long as poffible
the fatisfying it; and by that means raife
his anxiety and impatience to the utmoft,
before they give him a full infight into the
bufinefs. ‘They know that his curiofity
will precipitate him into the paffion they
defign to raife, and affift the object in its
influence on the mind. A f{foldier ad-
vancing to the battle, is naturally in-
fpird with courage and confidence, when
he thinks on his friends and fellow-foldiers ;
and is ftruck with fear and terror, when he
tefleéts on the enemy. Whatever new e-
motion, therefore, proceeds from the for-
mer naturally encreafes the courage ; as the
fame emotion, proceeding from the latter,
augments the fear; by the relation of ideas,
and the converfion of the inferior emotion
into the predominant. Hence it is that in
martizl difcipline, the uniformity and luftre
of our habit, the regularity of our figures

Vor. II. S and
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PAr T and motions, with all the pomp and maje-

III.
Y
Of the
avill and

dired paf- .

fions.

fty of war, encourage ourfelves and allies;
while the fame objecls in the enemy ftrike
terror into us, tho’ agreeable and beautiful
in themfelves, .

Since paffions, however independent,
are naturally transfus’d into each other, if
they are both prefent at the fame time; it
follows, that when good or evil is plac’d in
fuch a fitwation, as to caufe any particular
cmotion, befide its direct paffion of defire
or averfion, that latter paffion muft acquire
new force and violence.

TH1s happens, among other cafes, when-
ever any object excites contrary paflions.
For ’tis obfervable that an oppofition of paf—
fions commonly caufes a new emotion in
the {pirits, and produces more diforder, than
the concurrence of any two affections of e-
qual force. This new emotion is eafily
converted into the predominant paffion, and
encreafes its violence, beyond the pitch it
wou'd have arriv’d at had it met with no
oppofition. Hence we naturally defire what
is forbid, and take a pleafure in perform-
ing actions, merely becaufe they are unlaw-
ful. The notion of duty, when oppofite
to the paffions, is {eldom able to overcome

them;
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them; and when it fails of that effe®, isSEcT.

apt rather to encreafe them, by producing IIL

an oppofition in our motives and principles. b}’;};"’
Tue fame effe& follows whether the canfes of

the fviafent.

oppofition arifes from internal motives or pms,

external obftacles. The paffion commonly
acquires new force and violence in both
cafes. The efforts, which the mind makes
to furmount the obftacle, excite the fpirits
and inliven the paffion.

UncerTAINTY has the fame influence
as oppofition. 'The agitation of the thought;
the quick turns it makes from one view to
another ; the variety of paffions, which fuc-
ceed each other, according to the different
views: All thefe produce an agitation in the
mind, and transfufe themfelves into the pre-
dominant paffion.

THERE Is not in my opinion any other
natural caufe, why fecurity diminifhes the
paffions, than becaufe it removes that un-
certainty, which encreafes them. The mind,
when left to itfelf, immediately languifhes;
and in order to preferve its ardour, muft be
every moment fupported by a new flow of
paffion, For the fame reafon, defpair, tho’

contrary to fecurity, has alike influence.
S 2 "T1s
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ParT °"Tis certain nothing more powerfully
III.  animates any affe@ion, than to conceal fome
Wpart of its objects by throwing it into 2
will ard kind of fhade, which at the fame time that
dires? paf- - ek B
Sasr it {hews enough to pre-poflefs us in favour
of the object, leaves ftill fome work for the
imagination.  Befides that obfcurity is al-
ways attended with a kind of uncertainty ;
the effort, which the fancy makes to com-
pleat the idea, rouzes the fpirits, and gives
an additional force to the paffion,

As defpair and fecurity, tho’ contrary
to each other, produce the fame effe@s; fo
abfence is oblerv’d to have contrary effedts,
and in different circumftances either encreafes
or diminifhes our affcCtions. The Duc de
la Rochéfoucault has very well obfervd,
that abfence deftroys weak paffions, but
encreafes ftrong; as the wind extinguifhes a
candle, but blows up a fire. Long abfence
naturally weakens our idea, and diminithes
the paflion: But where the idea is fo {trong
and lively as to fupport itfelf, the uneafi-
nefs, arifing from abfence, encreafes the paf-
fion, and gives it new force and violence.

SECT.
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