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264 A Treatife of Human Nature.

Pa rT rendering the motion of the {pirits faint
NI and languid, But asin the active the {pi-

W\J & ! P

orwe  1its arc {ufficiently fupported of themfelves,

‘;{ffif:ff the tendency of the mind gives them new
redt pajf- =

fions. force, and bends them more ftrongly to the

action,

o B C Ty XL

Of the influence of the imagination
on the paffions.

SecT,> IS remarkable, that the imagination

VL and affe@ions have a clofe union to-

S gether, and that nothing, which «ffcéts the
former, can be entirely indifferent to the lat-
ter. Wherever our ideas of good or evil
acquire a new vivacity, the paflions become
more viclent ; and keep pace with the ima-
gination in all its variations. Whether this
proceeds from the principle above-mention’d,
that any attendant emotion is eafily converted
2nto the predominant, 1 thall not determine.
"Tis fufficient for my prefent purpofe, that
we have many inftances to confirm this in-
fluence of the imagination upon the paf-
fions. :

ANy



Booxk IL.  Of the Paffions. 265

A n'y pleafure, with which we are ac-SecT.
quainted, affects us more than any other, VI
which we own to be fuperior, but of whofe m
nature we are wholly ignorant. Of the one ﬁ‘:”;’j}fg 7
we can form a particular and determinate nasion,sc.
idea : The other we conceive under the ge-
neral notion of pleafure; and ’tis certain,
that the more general and univerfal any of
our ideas are, the lefs influence they have
upon the imagination. A general idea, tho’
it be nothing but a particular one confiderd
in a certain view, is commonly more ob-
fcure ; and that becaufe no particular idea,
by which we reprefent a general one, is ever
fixd or determinate, but may eafily be
chang’d for other particular ones, which
will ferve equally in the reprefentation,

Tuere is a noted paffage in the hiftory
of Greece, which may ferve for our prefent
purpofe.  Themiftocles told the dthenians,
that he had form'd a defign, which wou’d
be highly ufeful to the public, but which
‘twas impoflible for him to communicate to
them without ruining the execution, fince
its fuccefs depended entirely on the fecrecy
with which it thou’d be condu&ed. The
Athenians, inftead of granting him full
power to act as he thought fitting, order’d

him
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PAarT him to communicate his defign to Ariffides,

I11.
o~
Of the
auill and
diredt paf-
Jfions,

in whofe prudence they had an entire con-
fidence, and whofe opinion they were re-
foly’d blindly to fubmit to. The defign of
Themiftocles was fecretly to fet fire to the
fleet of all the Grecian commonwealths,
which was affembled in a neighbouring port,
and which being once deftroy’d, wou'd give
the Athenians the empire of the fea with-
out any rival. Ariftides return’d to the af-
fembly, and told them, that nothing cou'd
be more advantageous than the defign of
Themiftocles s but at the fame time that
nothing cou’d be more unjuft: Upon which

. the people unanimoully rejected the project.

A raTe celebrated * hiftorian admires this
paflage of antient hiftory, as one of the moft
fingular that is any where to be met with.
Here, fays he, they are not philofophers, fo
wwhom ’tis eafy in their fchools to eflablifb the
fingft maxims and moft fublime rules of mo-
rality, who decide that intereft ought never
to prevail above juftice. Tis a whole people
interefted in the propofal, which is made to
them, who confider it as of importance to the
public good, and who notwithflanding rejedt
it unanimoufly, and without befitation, meré-

* Maaf, Rollir.
k
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ly becaufe it is contrary to juffice. For my SEcT.
part I fee nothing fo extraordinary in this VI
procecding of the Athenians. The famerea_ o 1y in.
fons, whieh render it fo eafy for philofo—ﬁf‘:’;;j:g‘
phers to eftablith thefe fublime maxims, #ation.&c,
tend, in part, to diminith the merit of fuch
a conduct in that people. Philofophers ne-
ver ballance betwixt profit and honefty, be-
caufe their decifions are general, and neither
their paffions nor imaginations are interefted
in the objects, And tho’ in the prefent cafe
the advantege was immediate to the _4zhe-
nians, yet as it was known only under the
general -notion of advantage, without be-
ing conceivd by any particular idea, it
muft have had a lefs confiderable influence
on their imaginations, and have been a lefs
violent temptation, than if they had been
acquainted with all its circumnftances: Other-
wife ’tis difficult to conceive, that a whole
people, unjuft and violent as men com-
monly are, fhow'd fo unanimonfly have ad-
herd to juftice, and rejected any confider-
able advantage. '

ANy fatisfaction, which we lately en-
joy'd, and of which the memery is freth
and recent, operates on the will with more
wiolence, than another of which the traces

are
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PARrT are decay’d, and almoft obliterated. From

VI\I};.; whence does this proceed, but that the me-

Ofthe  MOTY in the firft cafe affifts the fancy, and

;‘::iif“;f gives an additional force and vigour tf‘ its

Sfoons. conceptions ?. The image of the paﬁ plea-
fure being ftrong and vuﬂeng beftows thefe
qualities on the idea of the future pleafure,
which is connected with it by the relation
of refemblance.

A pLEAsURE, which is {uitable to the
way of life, in which we are engag'd, ex-
cites more our defires and appetites than
another, which is foreign to it. 'This phe-
nomenon may be explain'd from the fame
principle

NoTuiNG is more capable of infufing
any paffion into the mind, than eloquence,

by which objedts are reprefented in their
ftrongeft and moft lively colours, We
nay of ourfelves acknowledge, that fuch
an objet is valuable, and fuch another odi-
ous; but ’till an orator excites the imagina-
tion, and gives force to thefe ideas, they
may have but a feeble influence either on
the will or the affections.

BuT elequence is not always neceflary.
’Thebmecmunonofmunhm‘cﬁmcmﬂyﬁfﬁﬂ

inforc’d with paffion, will caufean idea of
good
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good or evil to have an influence upon us, SE cT.
which wou’d otherwife have been entirely VI
negleéted. This proceeds from the princi- m
ple of fympathy or communication ; and«f;‘j’;j;;{;_
fympathy, as I have already obfervd, is no- uafior,ec.
thing but the converfion of an idea into an
impreflion by the force of Imagination,

‘T1s remarkable, that lively paffions
commonly attend a lively imagination. In
this refpect, as well as others, the force of
the paffion depends as much on the tem-
per of the perfon, as the nature or fituation
of the objec.

I mave already obfervid, that belief is
nothing but a lively idea related to a pre-
fent impreflion, This vivacity is a requi-
fite circumftance to the exciting all our paf-
fions, the calm as well as the violent ; nor
has a mere fiction of the imagination any
confiderable influence upon either of them.
"Tistoo weak to take any hold of the mind,
of be attended with emotion,

SECT.
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