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S EC T "VHL

The fame [ubject continud.

HUS we have accounted for three SE CT.

phznomena, which feem pretiy re- VIIL

markable. 'Why diftance weakens the con- N
ception and paflion: Why diftance in time
has a greater effe¢t than that in fpace: And
why diftance in paft time has ftill a great-
er effe@ than that in future. We muit
now confider three phanomena, which feem
to be, in a manner, the reverfe of thefe: Why
a very great diftance cncreafes our ef-
teem and admiration for an object: Why
fuch a diftance in time encreafes it more
than that in fpace: And a diftance in paft
time more than that in future. The curi-
oufnefs of the fubject will, I hope, excufe

my dwelling on it for fome time.

To begin with the firft phznomenon,
why a great diftance encreafes our efteem
and admiration for an obje@ ; ’tis evident
that the mere view and contemplation of
any greatnefs, whether fucceflive or extend-
ed, enlarges the foul, and give it a fenfi-
ble delight and pleafure. A wide plain, the
T 4 ocean
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P A R T ocean, eternity, a fucceflion of feveral ages;
IIL a1l thefe are entertaining objects, and excel
m every thing, however beautiful, which ac-
d{jﬁ(ﬂ;ﬁf companies not its beauty with . {uitable
faons. greatnefs. Now when any very diftant ob-
ject is prefented to the imagination, we na-

turally reflet on the interpos’d diftance, and

by that means, conceiving fomething great

and magnificent, receive the ufual fatisfac-

tion. But as the fancy pafles eafily from

one idea to another related to it, and tran{-

ports to the fecond all the paflions excited

by the firft, the admiration, which is di-

rected to the diftance, naturally diffufes it-

felf over the diftant object. Accordingly

we find, that ’tis not neceflary the obje

thow’d be adtually diftant from us, in order

to canfe our admiration; but that ’tis fuf-

ficient, if, by the natural aflociation of ideas,

it conveys our view to any confiderable di-

ftance. A great traveller, tho’ in the fame
chamber, will pafs for a very extraordinary
perfon; as a Greck medal, even in our ca-

binet, 15 always efteem’d a valuable curio-

fity, Here the object, by a natural tranfi-

tion, conveys our view to the diftance ; and

the admiration, which arifes from that di-

ftance, by another natural tranfition, re-

turns back to the obje&, - Burt
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Bu T tho’ every great diftance producesan S e ¢ T.
admiration for the diftant object, a diftance in VIIL
time has a more confiderable effet than that c}/\gj
in fpace. Antient bufts and infcriptions are /e
more valu’d than Fapan tables: And not to ki
mention the Greeks and Romans, ’tis cer-
tain we regard with more veneration the
old Chaldeans and Egyptians, than the mo-
dern  Chinefe and Perfians, and beftow
more fruitlefs pains to clear up the hiftory
and chronology of the former, than it wou’d
coft us to make a voyage, and be certain-
ly inform’d of the character,  learning and
government of the latter. I fhall be oblig’d
to makea digreflion in order to explain this
phenomenon.

"T'ts a quality very obfervable in hu-
man nature, that any oppofition, which does
not entirely difcourage and intimidate us,
has rather a contrary effect, and infpires us
with a more than ordinary grandeur and
magnanimity. In colleting our force to
overcome the oppofition, we invigorate the
foul, and give it an elevation with which
otherwife it won’d never have been acquaint-
ed. Compliance, by rendering our ftrength
nfelefs, makes us infenfible of it; but op-
pofition awakens and employs it,

THIS
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Part Tuis is alfo true in the inverfe, Op-
IIL.  pofition not only enlarges the foul; but the
W foul, when full of courage and magnanimi.

will and ty, in a manner feeks oppofition,
direft paf-

{24
g Spumantemque dar: pecora infer inertia
Votis
Optat aprum, aut fulvum defcendere monte
leonem.

WaaTtever fupports and fills the paf-
fions is agreeable to us; as on the contrary,
what weakens and infeebles them is uneafy,
As oppofition has the firft effet, and facili-
ty the fecond, no wonder the mind, in
certain difpofitions, defires the former, and
is averfe to the latter.

Tuese principles bave an efle@ on the
imagination as well ason the paffions. To
be convinc'd of this we need only confider
the influence of beights and depths on that
faculty. Any great elevation of place com-
municates a kind of pride or {ublimity of
imagination, and gives a fancy’d fuperiori-
ty over thofe that lie below; and, wice
verfa, a fublime and ftrong imagination con-
veys the idea of afcent and elevation. Hence

it proceeds, that we affociate, in a manner,
the
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the idea of whatever is good with that of Sk cT.
height, and evil with lownefs. Heaven is VIIL
foppos'd to be above, and hell below. A 777>
noble genius is calld an elevate and fub- fibjedcon-
lime one. Atque udam fpernit bumum fugi- e
ente penna. On the contrary, a valgar and
trivial conception is ftil'd indifferently low
or mean, Profperity is denominated af-
cent, and adverfity defcent. Kings and
princes are fuppos’d to be plac’d at the top
of human affairs; as peafants and day-la-
bourers are faid to be in the loweft ftations.
Thefe methods of thinking, and of expref-
fing ourfclves, are not of fo little confe-
quence as they may appear at firft fight.

*T' 1s evident to common fenfe, as well
as philofophy, that there is no natural nor
effential difference betwixt high and low,
and that this diftin&ion arifes only from
the gravitation of matter, which produces a
motion from the one to the other. The
very fame direction, which in this part of
the globe is call’'d gftenz, is denominated
defcent in our antipodes ; which can proceed
from nothing but the contrary tendency of
bodies. Now ’tis certain, that the tendency
of bodies, continually operating upon our
fenfes, muft produce, from cuftom, a like

tendency
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PART tendency in the fancy, and that when we
ITL confider any object “fituated in an afcent,
m the idea of its weight gives us a propenfity
}tfii;;;f Fo tranfport it from the .placc, 'in which it
Jions. is fituated, to the place immediately below
it, and fo on, ’till we come to the ground,
which equally ftops the body and our ima-
gination. For a like reafon we feel a diffi-
culty in mounting, and pafs not without a
kind of relu&ance from the inferior to that
which is fituated above it ; as if our ideas
acquir'd 2 kind of gravity from their obje@s,
As a proof of this, do we not find, that
the facility, which is fo much ftudy’d in
mufic and poetry, is call'd the fall or ca-
dency of the harmony or period ; the idea
of facility communicating to us that of de-
fcent, in the fame manner as defcent pro-

duces a facility ?

S1nc e the imagination, therefore, in
ranning from low to high, finds an oppo-
fition in its internal qualities and principles,
and fince the foul, when elevated with joy
and courage, in a manner feeks oppofition,
and throws itfelf with alacrity into any

fcene of thought or action, where its cou-
rage meets. with matter to nourifh and em-
ploy it; it follows, that every thing, which

invi-
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invigorates and inlivens the foul, whether S ¢ T,
by touching the paffions or imagination, VI
naturally conveys to the fancy this inclina- :;f};;:"
tion for afcent, and determines it to run fubjeé con:
= . timu'd.

againft the natural ftream of its thoughts and
conceptions.  This afpiring progrefs of the
imagination fuits the prefent difpofition of

the mind; and the difficulty, inftead of ex-
tinguithing its vigour and alacrity, has the
contrary effet, of fuftaining and encreafing

it.  Virtue, genius, power, and riches are
for-this reafon aflociated with height and
fublimity ; as poverty, flavery, and folly are
conjoin’d with defcent and lownefs. Were

the cafe the fame with us as Mijon repre-

fents it to be with the angels, to whom de-

Jeent is adverfe, and who cannor fink with-

out labour and compulfion, this order of things

wou’d be entirely inverted ; as appears hence,

that the very nature of afcent and defcent js

deriv’d- from the difficulty and propenfity,

and confequently every one of their effects
proceeds from that origin.

Arv this-is eafily apply’d to the prefent
queftion, why a confiderable ditance in time
produces a greater veneration for the dif-
tant objedts than a like removal in fpace.

The imagination moves with more difficul-

!

tv
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ty in pafling from one portion of time to
another, than in a tranfition thro’ the parts
of fpace; and that becaufe fpace or exten-
fion appears united to our fenfes, while time
or fucceffion is always broken and divided.
This difficulty, when join’d with a {mall
diftance, interrupts and weakens the fancy :
But has a contrary effe¢t in a great gemo-
val. The mind, elevated by the vaftnefs of
its obje@, is flill farther clevated by the dif-
ficulty of the conception ; and being oblig'd
every moment to renew its efforts in the
tranfition from one part of time to another,
feels a more vigorous and fublime difpofi-
tion, than in a tranfition thro’ the parts of
fpace, where the ideas flow along with eafi-
nefs and facility. In this difpofition, the
imagination, pafling, as is ufual, from the
confideration of the diftance to the view of
the diftant objects, gives us a proportionable
veneration for it ; and this is the reafon
why all the reliGs of antiquity are {o pre-
cious in our eyes, and appear more valuable
than what is brought even from the remoteft
parts of the world.

Tuz third phznomenon I have remark’d
will be a full confirmation of this. “Tis

not every removal in time, which has the
effect



Boox II.  Of the Paffions. 287

effe@ of producing veneration and efteem.Sec .
We are not apt to imagine our pofterity will VIIL \
excel us, or equal our anceftors. This phe- m
nomenon i$ the more remarkable, becaufe/utje con:
any diftance in futurity weakens not our "
ideas fo much as an equal removal in the
paft. Tho' a removal in the paft, when
very great, encreafes our paffions beyond a
like removal in the future, yet a {fmall re-
moval has a greater influence in diminithing
them,

I'n our common way of thinking we
are plac’d in a kind of middle ftation be-
twixt the paft and future; and as our ima-
gination finds a kind of difficulty in running
along the former, and a facility in follow-
ing the courfe of the latter, the difficulty
conveys the notion of afcent, and the faci-
lity of the contrary. Hence we imagine
our anceftors to be, in a manner, mounted
above us, and our pofterity to lie below us,
Our fancy arrives not at the one without
effort, but eafily reaches the other: Which
effort weakens the conception, where the
diftance is {mall; but enlarges and elevates
the imagination, when attended with a fuit-
able object. As on the other hand, the fa-
cility affifts the fancy in a {mall removal,

but
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ParT but takes off from its force when it con<
IIT.  templates any confiderable diftance.

m I T may not be improper, before we leave
;j:(/i? T’jr this fubject of the will, to r(.aﬁune, in a few
fins. words, all that has been faid concerning it,
in order to fet the whole more diftinétly

before the eyes of the reader. What we
commonly underftand by paffion is a violent

and fenfible emotion of mind, when any

good or evil is prefented, or any objec,
which, by the original formation of our
faculties, is fitted to excite an appetite. By

reafin We mean affeGtions of the very fame

kind with the former; but fuch as operate

more calmly, and caufe no diforder in the
temper : Which tranquillity leads us into a
miftake concerning them, and caufes us to

regard them as conclufions only of our in-
telle@ual faculties. Both the caxfes and ef-

feéts of thefe violent and calm paffions are

pretty variable, and depend, in a great mea-

fure, on the peculiar temper and difpofitiont

of every individual. Generally fpeaking, the

violent paffions have a more powerful in-
fluence on the will; tho’ ’tis often found,

that the calm ones, when corroborated by
refle@ion, and feconded by refolution, are

able to controul them in their moft fu-

rious
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rious movements. What makes this whole SEc .
affair more uncertain, is, that a calm paf- VIIL
fion may eafily be chang'd into a vhﬂcnt%gjagf
one, either by a change of temper, or of /e con-
the circumftances and fituation of the ob-""* L
je&, as by the borrowing of force from any
attendant paffion, by cuftom, or by excit-

ing the imagination, Upon the whole, this
ftruggle of paffion and of reafon, as it is

call'd, diverfifies human life, and makes men

fo different not only from each other, but

alfo from themfelves in different times, Phi-
lofophy can only account for a few of the
greater and more fenfible events of this

war ; but muft leave all the fmaller and

more delicate revolutions, as dependent on
principles too fine and minute for her com-
prehenfion.

Vor. I U SECT.
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