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A 7?*@(2:{7& of Human Nature.

S:E G, T . IX,
Of the diref? paffrons.

IS eafy to obferve, that thepafiions,
both direct and indire&, are founded
on pain and pleafure, and that in order to
produce an affection of any kind, ’tis only
requifite to prefent fome good or evil. Upon
the removal of pain and pleafure there im-
mediately follows a removal of love and ha-
tred, pride and humility, defire and aver-
fion, and of moft of our refleGive or fe-
condary impreffions.

Tu e impreffions, which arife from good
and evil moft naturally, and with the leaft
preparation are the direc? paffions of defire
and averfion, grief and joy, hope and fear,
along with volition. The mind by an or/-
ginal inftin& tends to unite itfelf with the
good, and to avoid the evil, tho’ they be
conceiv’d merely in idea, and be confiderd
as to exift in any future period of time.

BuT fuppofing that there is an immediate
impreffion of pain or pleafure,and zbat arifing
from an object related to ourfelves or others,
this
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this does not prevent the pmpcnﬁty or aver-
12,

fion, with the confequent emotions, but by '
concurring with certain dormant principles o7 sz
of the human mind, excites the new im- ﬁ';’;"ﬂf“f"
preflions of pride or humility, love or ha-
tred. That propenfity, which unites us to
the objec, or feperates us from it, ftill con-
tinues to operate, but in conjunction with
the 7ndiret paffions, which arife from a
double relation of impreflions and ideas.
Tuest indire@t paffions, being always
agrecable or uneafy, give in their turn ad-
ditional force to the direct paffions, and en-
creafe our defire and averfion to the object.
Thus a fuit of fine cloaths produces plea-
fure from their beauty; and this pleafure
produces the direct paflions, or the impref-
fions of volition and defire, Again, when
thefe cloaths are confider’d as belonging to
ourfelf, the double relation conveys to us
the fentiment of pride, which is an indirect
paffion; and the pleafure, which attends
that paffion, returns back to the diret af-
fections, and gives new force to our defie
or volition, joy or hope.
WuEN good is certain or probable, it
produces joy, When evil is in the fame

fituation there arifts GRIEF Or SORROW,
U 2 WueN




2(}2
Part
L

(B Ve &

A Treatife of Human Nature.

Wuen either good or evil is uncertain,
it gives tife to FLAR or HOPE, according
to the degrees of uncertainty on the one fide
or the other. ‘

Desire arifes from good confider'd fim-
ply, and AVERSION is derivd from evil,
The wirL exerts itfelf, when either the
good or the abfence of the evil may be at-
tain’d by any action of the mind or body.

Brsipe good and evil, or in other
wm&,wmlmdﬂm&m,me&m&pﬁbm
frequently arife from a natural impulfe or
inftin&, which is perfectly unaccountable,
Of this kind is the defire of punifhment
to our enemies, and of happinefs to our
friends ; hunger, luft, and a few other bo-
dily appetites. Thefe paffions, properly
{peaking, produce good and evil, and pro-
ceed not from them, like the other affec-
tions.

Nownz of the dire& affections feem to
merit our particular attention, except hope
and fear, which we fhall here endeavour to
account for, ’Tis evident that the very
fame event, which by its certainty wou'd
produce grief or joy, gives always rife to
fear or hope, when anly probable and un-

Ct’?l‘l’.l‘m{ In order [hCl'CfOI't‘, to underitﬂnd
) :
the
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the reafon why this circumftance makes SEcT, ‘
fuch a confiderable difference, we muft re- IX.
fle@ on what I have already advanc’d in W
the preceding book concerning the nature %7¢? faf
of probability. (e
PropaBiLiTy arifes from an oppofition
of contrary chances or caufes, by which the
mind is not allow’d to fix on either fide,
but is inceffantly toft from one to another,
and at one moment is determin’d to con-
fider an object as exiftent, and at another
moment as the contrary. The imagination
or underftanding, call it which you pleafe,
fluGuates betwixt the oppofite views; and
tho’ perhaps it may be oftner turn’d to the
one fide than the other, ’tis impoflible for
it, by reafon of the oppofition of caufes or
chances, to rteft on either. The pro and
con of the queftion alternately prevail ; and
the mind, furveying the object in its oppo-
fite principles, finds fuch a contrariety as
utterly deftroys all certainty and cftablifh’d

opinion.

Suprosk, then, that the obje&, concern-
ing whofe reality we are doubtful, is an
object either of defire or averfion, ’tis evi-
dent, that, according as the mind turns it-
{elf either to the one fide or the other, it ¥

U - muft B8 |

A
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A Treatife of Human Nature.
muft feel a momentary imprefiion of joy or
forrow. An obje&, whofe exiftence we
fire, gives fatisfaction, when we reflet on
thof¢ caufes, which produce it ; and for the
fame reafon excites grief or uncaﬁncfa from
the ¢ [ujl e confideration : So that as the
underftanding, in all probable queftions, is di-
vided betwixt the contrary points of view,

fections muft in the fame manner be
divided betwixt oppolite emotions.

Now if we L:,:illd"l the human mind,
we fhall find, that with regard to the paf-
fions, ’‘tis not of the nature of a wind-
inftrument of mufic, which in running o-
ver all the notes immediately lofes the found
after the breath ceafes ; but rather refembles
a ftring-inftrament, where after each ftroke
the vibrations ftill retain fome found, which
rradually and infer 1fibly decays. The ima-
gination is extreme quick and agile ; but the
"-.lﬂml s are flow and reftive : For which

*c—:afon \e‘f}‘C‘-‘ any objet is prefented, that

affords a wvariet ty of

views to the one, and
emotions to the other; tho’ the fancy may
change its views with great celerity ; each
ftroke will not produce a clear and diftinct
note of paffion, but the one pafiion will
always be mixt and confounded with the

other,
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7
other. According as the probability inclinesSE ¢ T.
to good or evil, the paffion of joy or forrow IX.
predominates in the compofition : Becnuf‘cm
the nature of probability is to caft a fupe- dire? paf-
rior number of views or chances on one’
fide; or, which isthe fame thing, a {uperior
number of returns of one paflion ; or fince
the difpers'd paffions are collected into one,
a fuperior degree of that paffion. That is,
in other words, the grief and joy being in-
termingled with each other, by means of
the contrary views of the imagination, pro-
duce by their union the pafiions of hope
and fear,

Uvron this head there may be ftarted a
very curious queftion concerning that con-
trariety of paffions, which is our prefent
fubje@. “Tis obfervable, that where the ob-
je&s of contrary paffions are prefented at
once, befide the encreafe of the predomi-
nant paflion (which bas been already ex-
phin'd, and commonly arifes at their firft
fhock or rencounter) it fometimes happens,
that both the paflions exift fucceflively,
and by fhort intervals ; fometimes, that they
deftroy each other, and neither of them
takes place ; and fometimes that both of
them remain united in the mind. It may,

U 4 therefore,
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A Treatife of Human Nature.

therefore, be afk’d, by what theory we can
explain thefe variations, and to what general
principle we can reduce them.

Wuen the contrary paflions arife from
objects entirely different, they take place al-
ternately, the want of relation in the ideas
feperating the impreflions from each other,
and preventing their oppofition. Thus when
a man is afliGed for the lofs of a law-{uit,
and joyful for the birth of a fon, the mind
running from the agreeable to the calamitous
obje@, with whatever celerity it may per-
form this motion, can fcarcely temper the
one affection with the other, and remain
betwixt them in a ftate of indifference.

It more eafily attains that calm fitu-
ation, when the fame event is of a mixt
nature, and contains fomething adverfe and
fomething profperous in its diffirent cir-
cumflances. For in that cafe, both the
paflions, mingling with each other by means
of the relation, become mutually deftruc-
tive, and leave the mind in perfeét tran-
quility.

Bu T {uppofe, in the third place, that
the object is not a compound. of good or
gvil, but is confider’d as probable or impro-
bable in any degree; in that cafe I afiert,

that
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‘that the contrary paffions will both of them Sz cT.

be prefent at once in the foul, and inftead I1X.

of deftroying and tempering each other, bﬁ;\’

will fubfift together, and produce a third #re& paf

impreffion or affetion by their union, ”"*

Contrary paffions are not capable of deftroy-

ing each other, except when their contrary

movements exactly rencounter, and are op-

pofite in their direction, as well as in the

fenfation they produce. This exaét ren-

counter depends upon the relations of thofe

ideas, from which they are deriv’d, and is

more or lefs perfet, according to the de-

orees of the relation. In the cafe of proba-

bility the contrary chances are fo far relat-

ed, that they determine concerning the ex-

iftence or non-exiftence of the fame obje.

But this relation is far from being perfect;

fince fome of the chances lic on the fide of

exiftence, and others on that of non-exif-

tence ;. which are objects altogether incom-

patible. "Tis impofiible by one fteady view

to furvey the oppofite chances, and the e-

vents dependent on them ; but ’tis neceflary,

that the imagination fhou’d run alternately

from the one to the other. Each view of

the imagination produces its peculiar paf-

fion, which decays away by degrees, and is
tollow’d
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parT followd by a fenfible vibration after the

1II. ftroke. The incompatibility of the views
;Jf:;?“" keeps. thel -p;lﬂ"mns fron} thocking in a di-
<vill and 1e& line, if that expreflion may be allow’d ;

diref paj- . ) 5 - :
Pl / and yet their relation is fuflicient to mingle

their fainter emotions, ’Tisafter this man-
ner that hope and fear arife from the diffe-
rent mixture of thefe oppofite pafiions of
grief and joy, and from their imperfect u-
nion and conjunétion.

Uron the whole, contrary pafiions fuc-
ceed each other alternately, when they a-
rife from different objects: They mutaally
deftroy each other, when they proceed from
different parts of the fame: And they fub-
fift both of them, and mingle together, when
they are deriv’d from the contrary and in-
compatible chances or poffibilities, on which
any one object depends. The influence of
the relations of ideas is plainly feen in this
whole affair. If the objeés of the contrary
paffions be totally different, the paffions are
like two oppofite liquors in different bottles,
which have no influence on each other. If
the objects be intimately conneéted, the paf-
fions are like an @/cali and an acid, which,
being mingled, deftroy each other. If the
selation be more imperfet, and confifts. in

the
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the contradiCtory views of the fame object, Sk cT. f
the paflions are like oil and vinegar, which, IX.
however mingled, never perfectly unite and 07—:;::'}
incorporate. dired paf-

As the hypothefis concerning hope and /"
fear carries its own evidence along with it,
we fhall be the more concife in our proofs, A
few ftrong arguments are better than many
weak ones,

Tue paffions of fear and hope may a-
rife when the chances are equal on both
fides, and no fuperiority can be difcover'd
in the one above the other, Nay, in this
fituation the paffions are rather the ftrong-
eft, as the mind has then the leaft founda-
tion to reft upon, and is tof§'d with the
greateft uncertainty. Throw in a fuperior
degree of probability to the fide of grief,
you immediately fee that paffion diffufe it-
elf over the compofition, and tin¢ture it
into fear. Encreafe the probability, and
by that means the grief, the fear prevails
ftill more and more, till at laft it runs in-
fenfibly, as the joy continually diminifhes,
into pure grief. ~After you have brought it
to this fituation, diminith the grief, after
the fame manner that you encreasd it; by
diminifhing the probability on that fide, and ';

you'll %
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you'll fee the paffion clear every moment,

till it changes infenfibly into hope ; which

again runs, after the fame manner, by flow
degrees, into joy, as you encreafe that part
of the compofition by the encreafe of the
probability. ~Are not thefe as plain proofs,
that the paffions of fear and hope are mix-
tures of grief and joy, as in optics “tis a
proof, that a colour'd ray of the fun paf-
fing thro’ a prifm, is a compofition of two
others, when, as you diminith or encreafe
the quantity of either, you find it prevail
proportionably more or lefs in the compofi-
tion? I am fure neither natural nor moral
philofophy admits of ftronger proofs.
ProsasiLITY is of two kinds, either
when the object is really in itfelf uncertain,
and to be determin’d by chance ; or when,
tho” the object be already certain, yet 'tis
uncertain to our judgment, which finds a
number of proofs on each fide of the quef-
tion. Both thefe kinds of probabilities caufe
fear and hope; which can only proceed
from that property, in which they agree,
viz. the uncertainty and flutuation they
beftow on the imagination by that contra-
riety of views, which is commen to both.

Tis
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"T'1s a probable good or evil, that com- SecT.
monly produces hope or fear ; becaufe pro- IX.
bability, being a wavering and unconftant (\)f’jffv
method of furveying an object, caufes na- dire? pa/-
turally a like mixture and uncertainty of /7
paflion. But we may obferve, that where-
ever from other caufes this mixture can be
produc’d, the paffions of fear and hope will
arife, even tho’ there be no probability ;
which muft be allow’d to be a convincing
proof of the prefent hypothefis,

Wz find that an evil, barely conceiv’d
as pojfible, does fometimes produce fear; ef-
pecially if the evil be very great. A man
cannot think of exceflive pains and tortures
without trembling, if hesbe in the leaft
danger of fuffering them. The f{mallnefs of
the probability is compenfated by the great-
nefs of theevil; and the fenfation is equal-
ly lively, as if the evil were more probable.

One view or glimpfe of the former, has
the fame effe&t as feveral of the latter.

BuT they are not only pofiible evils,
that caufe fear, but even fome allow’d to be
impoffible ; as when we tremble on the brink
of a precipice, tho’ we know ourfelves to
be in perfect fecurity, and have it in our
choice whether we will advance a ftep far-

ther,

|
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ther. This proceeds from the immediate
prefence of the evil, which influences the
imagination in the fame manner as the cer-
tainty of it wouw'd do; but being encoun-
ter’d by the refle&tion on our fecurity, is
immediately retracted, and caufes the fame
kind of paffion, as when from a contrariety
of chances contrary paflions are produc’d.

Evivs, that are certain, have fometimes
the fame effe¢t in producing fear, as the pof-
fible or impoflible. Thus amanin a ftrong
prifon well-guarded, without the leaft means
of efcape, trembles at the thought of the
rack, to which he is fentenc’d. This hap-
pens only when the certain evil is terrible
and confounding ; in which cafe the mind
continually rejects it with horror, while it
continually prefles in upon the thought.
The evil is there fix’d and eftablifh’d, but
the mind cannot endure to fix upon it ; from
which flu¢tuation and uncertainty there a-
rifes a paffion of much the fame appearance
with fear.

Bu t ’tis notonly where good or evil is
uncertain, asto its exiflence, but alfoasto its
kind, that fear or hope arifes. Let one be
told by a perfon, whofe veracity he cannot

doubt of, that one of his fons is fuddenly
kill'd,
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kill'd, ’tis evident the paffion this event SecT,
wou’d occafion, wou'd not fettle into pure 1X.

. v Ty . - (V)
grief, till he got certain information, which OF the
of his fons he had loft. Here there is an “’;;‘;‘?P“f
evil certain, but the kind of it uncertain .
Confequently the fear we feel on this occa-
fion is without the leaft mixture of joy,
and arifes merely from the fluGuation of
the fancy betwixt its obje@ts. And tho’ each
fide of the queftion produces here the fame
paffion, yet that paffion cannot fettle, but
receives from the Imagination a tremulous
and unfteady motion, refembling in its
caufe, as well as in its fenfation, the mix-
ture and contention of grief and joy.

From thefe principles we may account
for a phenomenon in the paffions, which
at firft fight feems very extraordinary, wvrz.
that furprize is apt to change into fear, and
every thing that is unexpected affrights us.
The moft obvious conclufion from this is,
that human nature is in general pufilani-
mous; fince upon the fudden appearance of
any object we immediately conclude it to
be an evil, and without waiting till we can
examine its nature, whether it be good or
bad, are at firft affected with fear. This I
fay is the moft obvious conclufion ; but up-

on




304
PART
III.

L V™
Of the
avill and
dired paf-
flans.

A Treatife of Human Nature.

on farther examination we fhall find that
the phenomenon is otherwife to be ac-
counted for, The fuddennefs and ftrange-
nefs of an appearance naturally excite a
commotion in the mind, like every thing
for which we are not prepar’d, and to which
we are not accuftom’d. This commotion,
again, naturally produces a curiofity or in-
quifitivenefs, which being very violent, from
the ftrong and fudden impulfe of the ob-
je&, becomes uneafy, and refembles in its
fluGtuation and uncertainty, the fenfation of
fear or the mix’d paflions of grief and joy.
This image of fear naturally converts into
the thing itfelf, and gives us a real appre-
henfion of evil, as the mind always forms its
judgments more from its prefent difpofition
than from the nature of its objects.

Tuus all kinds of uncertainty have a
ftrong connexion with fear, even tho’ they
do not caufe any oppofition of paffions by
the oppofite views and confiderations they
prefent to us. A perfon, who has left
his friend in any malady, will feel more
anxiety upon his account, than if he were
prefent, tho’ perhaps he is not only incapa-
ble of giving him afliftance, but likewife
of judging of the event of his ficknefs, In

this
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this cafe, tho’ the principal obje® of theSE ¢
paffion, wiz. the life or death of his friend, IX.
be to him equally uncertain when prefent ¢,
as when abfent ; yet there are a thoufand lit- 47 p:
tle circumftances of his friend’s fituation andﬁm'
condition, the knowledge of which fixes
the idea, and prevents that fluctuation and
uncertainty {o near ally’d to fear. Uncer-
tainty is, indeed, in one refpect as near al-
ly'd to hope as to fear, fince it makes an
eflential part in the compofition of the for-
mer paffion; but the reafon, why it in-
clines not to that fide, is, that uncertainty
alone is uneafy, and has a relation of im-
preflions to the uneafy paflions,

'T'rs thus our uncertainty concerning
any minute circumftance relating to a per-
fon encreafes our apprehenfions of his death
or misfortune, Horace has remark’d this
phznomenon.

Ut affidens implumibus pullus avis
Serpentium allapfus timet,

Magis reliétis 3 non, ut adfit, auxili
Latura plus prefentious.

Bu T this principle of the connexion of
fear with uncertainty I carry farther, and
Vor, IL X obferve
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obferve that any doubt produces that paf-
fion, even tho’ it prefents nothing to us on
any fide but what is good and defireable. A
virgin, or her bridal-night goes to bed full
of fears and apprehenfions, tho’ the expetts
nothing but pleafure of the higheft kind,
and what fhe has long wifh’d for. The
newnefs and greatnefs of the event, the
confufion of withes and joys, fo embarrafs
the mind, that it knows not on what paf-
fion to fix itfelf; from whence arifes a
fluttering or unfettlednefs of the fpirits,
which being, in fome degree, uneafy, very
naturally degenerates into fear,

Truus we ftill find, that whatever canfes
any fluctuation or mixture of pafiions, with
any degree of uneafinefs, always produces
fear, or at leaft a paffion fo like it, that
they are fcarcely to be diftinguifh’d.

I uave here confin'd myfelf to the
examination of hope and fear in their moft
fimple and natural fituation, without con-
fidering all the variations they may receive
from the mixture of different views and re-
fleCtions.  Terror, conflernation, aftonifh-
ment, anxicty, and other paffions of that
kind, are nothing but different fpecies and

degrees
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degrees of fear. ’Tis eafy to imagine how Sk c 7+ “
a different fituation of the objet, ora diffe- IX.
rent turn of thought, may change even the 5;'}’,',“
fenfation of a paffion ; and this may in ge. 4red paf-
neral account for all the particular fub-di- /"
vifions of the other affections, as well asof
fear. Love may thew itfelf in the thape
of fendernefs, friendfbip, intimacy; effeem,
good-will, and in many other appearances;
which at the bottor are the fame affe@ions,
and arife from the fame caunfes, tho’ with
a fmall variation, which it is not neceflary
to give any particular account of. ’Tis for
this reafon I have all along confin’d my-
felf to the principal paffion,

Tue fame care of avoiding prolixity is
the reafon why I wave the examination of
the will and dire& paffions, as they appear
in animals; fince nothing is more evident,
than that they are of the fame nature, and
excited by the fame caufes as in human crea-
tures. I leave this to the reader’s own obfer-
vation; defiring him at the fame time to
confider the additional force this beftows
on the prefent fyftem.

X 2 SECT.
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