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il 50 A Treatife of Human Nature.

SECT. IL
Of the origin of juflice and
property.
/
SecT. E now proceed to examine two que-
11, ftions, viz. concerning the manner,

AN in awhich the rules of juftice are eftablif’d by
the artifice of men; and concerning the rea-
fons, which determine us to attribufe to the
obfervance or neglect of thefe rules a moral
beauty and deformity.  Thefe queftions will
appear afterwards to be diftin®. We fhall
begin with the former.

OrF all the animals, with which this globe
is peopled, there is none towards whom na-
ture feems, at firft fight, to have exercis'd
more cruelty than towards man, in the
numberlefs wants and neceffities, with which
the hasloaded him, and in the {lender means,
which fhe affords to the relieving thefe ne-
ceffities, In other creatures thefe two par-
ticulars generally compenfate each other.
If we confider the lion as a voracious and
carnivorous animal, we fhall eafily difcover
him to be very neceffitous ; but if we turn

2 our
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our eye to his make and temper, his agility, SEcT.
his courage, his arms, and his force, we IL
fhall find, that his advantages hold pro- o e
portion with his wants, The fheep and ox ;:;i’:: 7,
are depriv’d of all thefe advantages; butpropersy.
their appetites are moderate, and their food is
of eafy purchafe. In man alone, this un-
natural conjunction of infirmity, and of
neceffity, may be obferv’d in its greateft per-
feCtion. Not only the food, which is re-
quird for his fuftenance, flies his fearch and
approach, or at leaft requires his labour to
be produc’d, but he muft be poffefsd of
cloaths and lodging, to defend him againft
the injuries of the weather ; tho’ to confider
him only in himfelf, he is provided neither
with arms, nor force, nor other natural
abilities, which are in any degree an{werable
to fo many neceffities.

"T'1s by fociety alone he is able to fupply
his defects, and raife himfelf up to an equa-
lity with his fellow-creatures, and even ac-
quire a fuperiority above them. By fociety
all his infirmities are compenfated ; and tho’
in that fituation his wants multiply every
moment upon him, yet his abilities are ftiil
more augmented, and leave him in every
refpet more fatisfied and happy, than ’tis
pofiible for him, in his favage and folitary

E 3 condition,
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P AR T condition, ever to become. When every in-

1L

L o
Of juftice
and in-

Juflice.

dividual perfon labours a-part, and only for
himfelf, his force is too fmall to execute any
confiderable work ; his labour being em-
ploy’d in fupplying all his different necefli-
ties, he never attains a perfection in any par-
ticular art; and as his force and fuccefs are
not at all times equal, the leaft failure in
either of thefe particulars muft be attended
with inevitable ruin and mifery. Society
provides a remedy for thefe zhree incon-
veniences. By the conjunétion of forces,
our power is augmented: By the partition
of employments, our ability encreafes : And
by mutual fuccour we are lefs expos'd to
fortune and accidents. 'Tis by this addi-
tional force, ability, and jfecurity, that fo-
ciety becomes advantageous.

But in order to form fociety, ’tis re-
quifite not only that it be advantageous, but
alfo that men be fenfible of thefe advantages;
and ’tis impoffible, in their wild uncultivated
ftate, that by ftudy and refletion alone,
they fhould ever be able to attain this know-
ledge. Moft fortunately, therefore, there
is conjoin’d to thofe neceflities, whofe re-
medies are remote and obfcure, another
neceflity, which having a prefent and more
obvious remedy, may juftly be regarded as

the
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the firft and original principle of humanSEec7. il
fociety. This neceflity is no other than that II. i
natural appetite betwixt the fexes, which '5;;;:\”
unites them together, and preferves the1r;g’i’w (f; =
union, till a new tye takes place in their propers.
concern for their common offspring. This

new concern becomes alfo a principle of

union betwixt the parents and offspring, and

forms a more numerous fociety ; where the

parents govern by the advantage of their :
fuperior ftrength and wifdom, and at the i
fame time are refirain’d in the exercife of
their authority by that natural affe&ion,
which they bear their children. In a little
time, cuftom and habit operating on the
tender minds of the children, makes them
fenfible of the advantages, which they may
reap from fociety, as well as fathions them
by degrees for it, by rubbing off thofe rough
corners and untoward affections, which pre-
vent their coalition,

For it muft be confeft, that however the
circumftances of human nature may render
an unijon neceflary, and however thofe
paffions of luft and natural affe@ion may
feem to render it unavoidable ; yet there are
other particulars in our matural temper, and
in our outward circumflances, which are very
incommodious, and are even contrary to the

Ej3 requifite
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P AR T requifite conjuncion. Among the former,

IL

we may juftly efteem our Jelfifbnefs to be

of jufiice the moft confiderable. I am fenfible, that,

and ti-

Juflice,

generally fpeaking, the reprefentations of
this quality have been carried much too far;
and that the defcriptions, which certain phi-
lofophers delight fo much to form of man-
kind in this particular, are as wide of na-
ture as any accounts of monfters, which we
meet with in fables and romances. So far
from thinking, that men have no affection
for any thing beyond themfelves, I am of
opinion, that tho’ it be rare to meet with
one, who loves any fingle perfon better than
himfelf; yet ’tis as rare to meet with one,
in whom all the kind affections, taken to-
gether, do not over-balance all the felfifh.
Confult common experience: Do you not
fee, that tho’ the whole expence of the fa-
mily be generally under the direction of the
mafter of it, yet there are few that do not
beftow the largeft part of their fortunes on
the pleafures of their wives, and the educa-
tion of their children, referving the fmalleft
portion for their own proper ufe and enter-
tainment, This is what we may obferve
concerning fuch as have thofe endearing
ties; and may prefume, that the cafe would

be
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be the fame with others, were they plac’d inSE ¢ T.
a like fituation. 11,
But tho’ this generofity muft be acknow- m
ledg’d to the honour of human nature, we gﬂf;efaﬂ
may at the fame time remark, that fo noble propersy.
an affeion, inftead of fitting men for large
focieties, is almoft as contrary to them, as the
moft narrow felfithnefs, For while each
perfon loves himfelf better than any other
fingle perfon, and in his love to others bears
the greateft affeCtion to his relations and ac-
quaintance, this muft neceffarily produce
an oppofition of paffions, and a confequent
oppofition of actions; which cannot but be
dangerous to the new-eftablifh’d union.
*T1s however worth while to remark,
that this contrariety of paffions wou’d be iy
attended with but fmall danger, did it not 3
concur with a peculiarity in our outward cir- b
cumftances, which affords it an opportunity
of exerting itfelf. There are three different
fpecies of goods, which we are poflefs'd of ;
the internal fatisfaGtion of our minds, the
external advantages of our body, and the
enjoyment of fuch pofleffions as we have
acquird by our induftry and good fortune,
We are perfetly fecure in the enjoyment of
the firft. The fecond may be ravith’d from
us, butcan be of no advantage to him who
E 4 deprives
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ParT deprives us of them. The laft only are both

1L

A
Of juflice

and inju-
Srice.

expos'd to the violence of others, and may
be transferr’d without fuffering any lofs or
alteration ; while at the fame time, there is
not a fufficient quantity of them to fupply
every one’s defires and neceflities. As the
improvement, therefore, of thefe goods is
the chief advantage of fociety, fo the 77zffar
bility of their pofleflion, along with their

Jfearcity, is the chief impediment.

In vain thow’d we expeét to find, in -
cultivated nature, a remedy to this inconve-
nience; or hope for any inartificial principle
of the human mind, which might controul
thofe partial affeCtions, and make us over-
come the temptations arifing from our cir-
cumftances. The idea of juftice can never
{erve to this purpofe, or be taken for a na-
tural principle, capable of infpiring men
with an equitable condut towards each
other. That virtue, as it is now underftood,
wou’d never have been dream’d of among
rude and favage men. For the notion of in-
jury or injuftice implies an immorality or
vice committed againft fome other perfon:
And as every immorality is deriv'd from fome
defe& or unfoundnefs of the paffions, and as
this defe® muft be judg’d of, in a great mea-
fure, from the ordinary courfe of nature in

the
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the conftitution of the mind ; ’twill beeafy SECT. LAl
to know, whether we be guilty of any im- IL. IR
morality, with regard to others, by confider- of the ori- '
ing the natural, and ufual force of thofe fe- ?;:;"J; 7~
veral affe@ions, which are direCted towards groperty.
them. Now it appears, that in the original
frame of our mind, our ftrongeft attention is
confin'd to ourfelves; our next is extended |
to our relations and acquaintance ; and ’tis fiE R
only the weakeft which reaches to ftrangers
and indifferent perfons. This partiality,
then, and unequal affetion, muft not only
have an influence on our behaviour and con-
du& in fociety, but even on our ideas of
vice and virtue ; fo as to make us regard
any remarkable tranfgreffion of fuch a de-
gree of partiality, either by too great an en-
largement, or contraction of the affetions,
as vicious and immoral. This we may ob-
ferve in our common judgments concern-
ing altions, where we blame a_perfon, who
either centers all his affeCtions in his fami-
ly, or is fo regardlefs of them, as, in any
oppofition of intereft, to give the preference
to a ftranger, or mere chance acquaintance.
From all which it follows, that our natural
uncultivated ideas of morality, inftead of
providing a remedy for the partiality of our
affe@ions, do rather conform themfelves to
that

-
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P a r T that partiality, and give it an additional force

IL

[ Ve S
Of juftice

and inju-

fice.

and influence.

Tue remedy, then, is not derivid from
nature, but from artifice ; or more properly
fpeaking, nature provides a remedy in the
judgment and underftanding, for what is
irregular and incommodious in the affec-
tions. For when men, from their early e-
ducation in fociety, have become fenfible of
the infinite advantages that refult from it,
and have befides acquird a new affection to
company and converfation ; and when they
have obferv'd, that the principal difturbance
in fociety arifes from thofe goods, which we
call external, and from their loofenefs and
eafy tranfition from one perfon to another;
they muft feek for a remedy, by putting
thefe goods, as far as poffible, on the fame
footing with the fix’d and conftant advan-
tages of the mind and body. This can be
done after no other manner, than by a con-
vention enter'd into by all the members of
the fociety to beftow ftability on the poffef-
fion of thofe external goods, and leave
every one in the peaceable enjoyment of
what he may acquire by his fortune and in-
duftry. By this means, every one knows
what he may fafely poflefs ; and the paffions
ate reftrain’d in their partial and contradi-

&ory
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&ory motions. Nor is fuch a reftraint con-SEcCT, : I Ll
trary to thefe paffions ; for if fo, it couwd IL. bt
never be enterd into, nor maintain’d; but o ,,,j:;j, "',: o
it is only contrary to their heedlefs and im- g &7 Wit
petuous movement. Inftead of departing ?:i;;;; '
from our own intereft, or from that of our
neareft friends, by abftaining from the pof-
feflions of others, we cannot better confult A
both thefe interefts, than by fuch a conven- 91
tion ; becaufe it is by that means we maintain .
fociety, which is fo neceffary to their well- f
being and fubfiftence, as well as to our own, Wbl
TH1s convention is not of the nature of it
a promife : For even promifes themfelves, as
we fhall fee afterwards, arife from human : i
conventions. It is only a general fenfe of |
common intereft ; which fenfe all the mem-
bers of the fociety exprefs to one another,
and which induces them to regulate their
conduct by certain rules, I obferve, that it
will be for my intereft to leave another in the
pofleflion of his goods, provided he will act
in the fame manner with regard to me. He
is fenfible of a like intereft in the regulation
of his condu®. When this common fenfe
of intereft is mutually exprefs'd, and is known
to both, it produces a fuitable refolution
and behaviour. And this may properly
enough be call'd a convention or agreement :
betwixt L
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P AR T betwixt us, tho” without the interpofition of
IIl. a promife; fince the actions of each of us
m have a reference to thofe of the other, and
and inju- are perform’d upon the fuppofition, that
A fomething is to be perform’d on the other
part. Two men, who pull the oars of a
boat, do it by an agreement or convention
tho’ they have ncver given promifes to ‘each
other, Nor is the rule concerning the fta-
bility of pofleffion the lefs deriv’d from hu-
man conventions, thatit arifes gradually, and
acquires force by a flow progreflion, and by
our repeated experience of the inconveni-
ences of tranfgreffing it. On the contrary,
this experience aflures us ftill more, that the
{fenfe of intereft has become common to all
our fellows, and gives us a confidence of the
future regularity of their conduct: And ’tis
only on the expectation of this, that our
moderation and abftinence are founded. In
like manner are languages gradually efta-
blifh’d by human conventions without any
promife. In like manner do gold and filver
become the common meafures of exchange,
and are efteem’d fufficient payment for what

is of 2 hundred times their value.

ArTER this convention, concerning ab-
ftinence from the pofleflions of others, is
enter'd into, and every one has acquird

a
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a ftability in his pofleflions, there immedi-SE ¢ T.
ately arife the ideas of juftice and inju- II.
ftice ; as alfo thofe of property, right, and m
obligation. .Thc latter are altogeth_er unin- %’;ﬂfﬂ;{; ;
telligible without firft underftanding the propersy.

former. Our property is nothing but thofe

goods, whofe conftant pofleflion is eftablith’d

by the laws of fociety ; that is, by the laws

of juftice. Thofe, therefore, who make ufe

of the words property, or right, or obliga-

tion, before they have explain’d «the ori- i
gin of juftice, or even make ufe of it in
that explication, are guilty of a very grofs
fallacy, and can never reafon upon any fo-
lid foundation. A man’s property is fome
object related to him. This relation is not
natural, but moral, and founded on juftice.
"Tis very prepolterous, therefore, to ima- *
gine, that we can have any idea of property, '
without fully comprehending the nature of

juftice, and fhewing its origin in the artifice

and contrivance of men, The origin of ju-

ftice explains that of property, The fame

artifice gives rife to both. As our firft and

moft natural fentiment of morals is founded

on the nature of our paffions, and gives the

preference to ourfelves and friends, above

ftrangers ; ’tis impoffible there can be natu-

tally any fuch thing as a fix’d right or pro-
perty,
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PART perty, while the oppofite paffions of men

IL

,impel them in contrary directions, and are

Ofjupice DOt reftrain’d by any convention or agree-

and z}g' -

Siice.

ment.

No one can doubt, that the convention
for the diftintion of property, and for the
ftability of poffeflion, is of all circumftances
the moft neceflary to the eftablithment of
human fociety, and that after the agreement
for the fixing and obferving of this rule,
there remains little or nothing to be done
towards fettling a perfeét harmony and con-
cord. All the other paffions, befide this of
intereft, are either eafily reftrain’d, or are
not of fuch pernicious confequence, when
indulg’d.  Panity is rather to be efteem’d a
focial paffion, and a bond of union among
men.  Pify and love are to be confider’d in
the fame light. And as to ezvy and revenge,
tho’ pernicious, they operate only by inter-
vals, and are directed againft particular per-
fons, whom we confider as our fuperiors or
encmies. This avidity alone, of acquiring
goods and poffeflions for ourfelves and our
neareft friends, is infatiable, perpetual, uni-
verfal, and dire@ly deftru@ive of fociety.
There fcarce is any one, who is not aGuated
by it; and there is no one, who has not
reafon to fear from it, when it acts without

any
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any reftraint, and gives way to its firft and SEc T, it
moft natural movements. So that upon the Il T
whole, we are to efteem the difficulties in m '
the eftablithment of fociety, to be greater or &7 ¥ /%
lefs, according to thofe we encounter in re- propersy.
gulating and reftraining this paffion.

"T'1s certain, that no affeGtion of the hu-
man mind has both a fufficient force, and a
proper direction to counter-balance the love
of gain, and render men fit members of
fociety, by making them abftain from the
poffeffions of others. Benevolence to ftran-
gers is too weak for this purpofe ; and as to
the other paffions, they rather inflame this
avidity, when we obferve, that the larger our
pofleflions are, the more ability we have of
gratifying all oar appetites. There is no
paffion, therefore, capable of controlling the
interefted affection, but the very affection it
{elf, by an alteration of its dire&tion. Now
this alteration muft neceflarily take place up-
on the leaft refle&tion ; fince ’tis evident, that
the paffion is much better fatisfy’d by its re-
ftraint, than by its liberty, and that in pre-
ferving fociety, we make much greater ad-
vances in the acquiring pofleflions, than in
the folitary and forlorn condition, which
muft follow upon violence and an univerfal
licence, The queftion, therefore, concern-

ipg
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P A r T ing the wickednefs or goodnefs of human

1L

nature, enters not in the leaft into that other

L P Ve W J . - 1 . . :r .
OF jufiice Queftion concerning the origin of fociety 3
and inju- mor is there any thing to be confider’d but

Sice,

the degrees of men’s fagacity or folly. For
whether the paffion of felf-intereft be efteem-
ed vicious or virtuous, ’tis all a cafe ; fince
itfelf alone reftrains it: So that if it be vir-
tuous, men become focial by their virtue ;

if vicious, their vice has the fame effett,
Now as ’tis by eftablifhing the rule for
the ftability of poffeffion, that this paffion
reftrains itfelf ; if that rule be very abftrufe,
and of difficult invention ; fociety muft be
efteeni’d, in a manner, accidental, and the
effe@ of many ages. But if it be found,
that nothing can be more fimple and obvi-
ous than that rule ; that every parent, in order
to preferve peace among his children, muft
eftablith it; and that thefe firft rudiments
of juftice muft every day be improv'd, as
the fociety enlarges : If all this appear evi-
dent, as it certainly muft, we may conclude,
that ’tis utterly impoffible for men to remain
any confiderable time in that favage condi-
tion, which precedes fociety ; but that his
very firft ftate and fituation may juftly be
efteem’d focial. This, however, hinders not,
but that philofophers may, if they pleafe,
extend
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extend their reafoning to the fuppos'd fase of S EC T.
nature ; provided they allow it to be a mere
phiiofophical fition, which never had, and mﬂ
never cou’d have any reality, Human g’;;ef; s
nature being compos'd of two principal propersy.
parts, which are requifite in all its actions,
the affeGions and underftanding ; ’tis cer-
tain, that the blind motions of the former,
without the diretion of the latter, incapa-
citate men for fociety: And it may be al-
low'd us to confider feparately the effects,
that refult from the feparate operations of
thefe two component parts of the mind.
The fame liberty may be permitted to mo-
ral, which is allow’d to natural philefophers ;
and ’tis very ufual with the latter to confider
any motion as compounded and confifting
of two parts feparate from each other, tho’
at the fame time they acknowledge it to be
in itfelf uncompounded and infeparable.
Tw1s flate of nature, therefore, is to be
regarded as a mere fition, not unlike that
of the golden age, which poets have inven-
ted ; only with this difference, that the for-
mer is defcrib’d as full of war, violence and
injuftice ; whereas the latter is painted out
to us, as the moft charming and moft peace-
able -condition, -that can pofiibly be ima-
gin’d. The feafons, in that firft age cf na-
Vor, III. F ture,
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ture, were fo temperate, if we may believe
the poets, that there was no neceffity for men
to provide themfelves with cloaths and
houfes as a fecurity againft the violence of
heat and cold. The rivers flow’d with wine
and milk : The oaks yielded honey ; and
nature {pontaneoufly produc’d her greateft
delicacies. Nor were thefe the chief advan-
tages of that bappy age. The ftorms and
tempefts were not alone remov’d from na-
ture ; but thofe more furious tempefts were
unknown to human breafts, which now
caufe fuch uproar, and engender fuch confu-
fion. Auvarice, ambition, cruelty, felfithnefs,
were never heard of : Cordial affeétion,
compaflion, fympathy, were the only move-
ments, with which the human mind was yet
acquainted. Even the diftinGtion of mine
and thine was banifh’d from that happy race
of mortals, and carry’d with them the very
notions of property and obligation, juftice
and injuftice.

Tuis, no doubt, is to be regarded as an
idle fition ; but yet deferves our attention,
becaufe ' nothing can more evidently fhew
the forigin of thofe virtues, which are the
fubjects of our prefent enquiry. I have al-
ready obferv'd, that juftice takes its rife from
human conventions ; and that thefe are in-

tended
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which proceed from the concurrence of cer- il ;
i .

- i ; ; (T iRl
tain gqualitzes of the human mind with the OF the g

Jituation of external objefts. The qualities j’ﬂ;ff:‘ b
of the mind are felfifbnefs and limited gene="propery.
rofity : And the fituation of external objets
is their eafy change, join’d to their fearcity
in comparifon of the wants and defires of
men. But however philofophers may have
been bewilderd in thofe {peculations, poets
have been guided more infallibly, by a cer-
tain tafte or common inftin&, which in
moft kinds of reafoning goes farther than
any of that art and philofophy, with which
we have been yet acquainted. They eafily
perceiv'd, if every man had a tender re-
gard for another, or if nature fupplied abun-
dantly all our wants and defires, that the
jealoufy of intereft, which juftice fuppofes,
could no longer have place ; nor would there
be any occafion for thofe diftin&ions and
limits of property and poffeffion, which at
prefent are in ufe among mankind. En-
creale to a fuflicient degree the benevolence
of men, or the bounty of nature, and you
render juftice ufelefs, by fupplying its place
with much nobler virtues, and mere valuable
bleflings. The felfithnefs of men is animated
by the few pofleflions we have, in propor-

F 2 tion
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PA R Ttion to our wants; and ’tis to reftrain this

II.

felfithnefs, that men have been oblig’d to

L O - .
Orjupice leparate themfelves from the community,

and r'r{jr:-

Slice.

and to diftinguith betwixt their own goods
and thofe of others,

Nor need we have recourfe to the fiCtions
of poets to learn this; but befide the reafon
of the thing, may difcover the fame truth
by common experience and obfervation, Tis
eafy to remark, that a cordial affeCton ren-
ders all things common among friends; and
that married people in particular mutually
lofe their property, and are unacquainted
with the mine and thine, which are fo necef-
fary, and yet caufe fuch difturbance in hu-
man fociety. The fame effe® arifes from
any alteration in the circumftances of man-
kind ; as when there is fuch a plenty of any
thing as fatisfies all the defires of men: In
which cafe the diftinction of property is en-
tirely loft, and every thing remains in com-
mon. This we may obferve with regard to
air and water, tho’ the moft valuable of all
external objeéts; and may eafily conclude,
that if men were fupplied with every thing
in the fame abundance, or if every one had
the fame affeGtion and tender regard for every
one as for himfelf; juftice and injuftice would

be equally unknown among mankind.
HERE
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Here then is a propofition, which, ISEcT.
think, may be regarded as certain, zhar ’#s H

only f? om the [edfifbnefs and confin’ d generofity oF 5
of men, along with the [canty pr ofu;/“ o1 nature origin of

bas made for bis wants, that juftice a’crzq)es]pf{;,;;gmm
its origin. If we look backward we fhall

find, that this propofition beftows an addi-

tional force on fome of thofe obfervations,

which we have already made on this
fubject.

Firf?, we may conclude from it, that a
regard to public intereft, or a ftror ng exten-
five benevolence, is not our firft and original
motive for the obfervation of the rules of
juftice; fince ’tis allow’d, that if men were
endow’d with fuch a benevolence, thefe rules
would never have been dreamt of.

Secondly, we may conclude from the fame
principle, that the fenfe of juftice is not
founded on reafon, or on the difcovery of
certain connexions and relations of 1deas,
which are eternal, immutable, and univer-
fally obligatory. For fince it is confeft, that
fuch an alteration as that above-mention i
in the temper and circumftances of mmkmd
wou’d entirely alter our duties and obligations,
"tis neceflary upon the common fyftem, zhat the
Jenfe of irtue is deriv'd from reafon, to thew

s the
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the change which this muft produce in the
relations and ideas. But ’tis evident, that
the only caufe, why the extenfive generofity
of man, and the perfect abundance of every
thing, wou'd deftroy the very idea of ju-
ftice, is becaufe they render it ufelefs; and
that, on the other hand, his confin’d bene-
volence, and his neceflitous condition, give
rife to that virtue, only by making it requi-
fite to the publick intereft, and to that of
every individual. “Twas therefore a concern
for our own, and the publick intereft, which
made us eftablith the laws of juftice; and
nothing can be more certain, than that it is
not any relation of ideas, which gives us this
concern, but cur imprefiions and fentiments,
without which every thing in nature is per-
fectly indifferent to us, and can never in the
lealt affect us. The fenfe of juftice, there-
fore, is not founded on our ideas, but on our
impreflions.

Thirdly, we may farther confirm the fore-
going propofition, that thoje impreffions, which
give rife to this fenfe of juftice, are not na-
tural to the mind of man, but arife from ar-
tifice and buman conventions, For fince any
confiderable alteration of temper and cir-
cumftances deftroys equally juftice and inju-
ftice; and fince fuch an alteration has an

effect
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effet only by changing ocur own and the SEcT. f
publick intereft ; it follows, that the firft 1l i
eftablithment of the rules of juftice depends m Ly
on thefe different interefts. But if men pur- &7 g
{fu’d the publick intereft naturally, and with fﬁ,}ﬁj’
a hearty affeCtion, they wou’d never have
dream’d of reftraining each other by thefe
rules ; and if they purfu’d their own inte-

reft, without any precaution, they wou'd

run head-long into every kind of injuftice _
and violence. Thefe rules, therefore, are ar- il
tificial, and feek their end in an oblique and fi
indire¢t manner ; nor is the intereft, which %
gives rife to them, of a kind that cou’d be
purfu’d by the natural and inartificial paffions
of men.

'To make this more evident, confider, that
tho’ the rules of juftice are eftablifh’d merely
by intereft, their connexion with intereft is
fomewhat fingular, and is different from
what may be obferv’d on other occafions.
A fingle act of juftice is frequently contrary
to public intereff ; and were it to {tand alone,
without being follow’d by other alts, may,
in itfelf, be very prejudicial to fociety. When
a man of merit, of a beneficent difpofition,
reftores a great fortune to a mifer, or a fedi-
tious bigot, he has acted juftly-and laudably,
but the public is a real fufferer, Nor is i

F 4 every
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P ART every fingle a&t of juftice, confider'd apart,

II.

more conducive to private interefl; than to

ofjupice Public 5 and ’tis eafily conceiv’d how a man

and inju-

Sice.

may impoverith himfelf by a fignal inftance
of integrity, and have reafon to wifh, that
with regard to that fingle a&, the laws of
juftice were for a moment fufpended in the
univerfe, But however fingle acts of ju-
ftice may be contrary, either to public or
private intereft, ’tis certain, that the whole
plan or fcheme is highly conducive, or in-
deed abfolutely requifite, both to the fupport
of fociety, and the well-being of every in-
dividual. ’Tis impoffible to feparate the
good from the ill. Property muft be ftable,
and muft be fix’d by general rules. Tho’
in one inftance the public be a fufferer, this
momentary ill is amply compenfated by the
fteady profecution of the rule, and by the
peace and order, which it eftablithes in fo-
ciety, And even every individual perfon
muft find himfelf a gainer, on ballancing
the account ; fince, without juftice, fociety
muft immediately diffolve, and every one
muft fall into that favage and folitary con-
dition, which is infinitely worfe than the
worft fituation that can pofiibly be fuppos'd
in fociety. When therefore men have had
experience enough to obferve, that whatever

may



Book III. Of Morals. 73

may be the confequence of any fingle a& of SE C T. il
juftice, perform’d by a fingle perfon, yet IL iy
the whole fyftem of actions, concurr’d in by W PRl
the whole fociety, is infinitely advantageous&? /% (i a
1ce an
to the whole, and to every part ; it is notpropers,
long before juftice and property take place.
Every member of fociety is fenfible of this
intereft : Every one exprefles this fenfe to
his fellows, along with the refolution he has
taken of fquaring his actions by it, on con-
dition that others will do the fame. No
more is requifite to induce any one of them [
to perform an act of juftice, who has the '
firft opportunity. This becomes an example
to others. And thus juftice eftablifhes it-
felf by a kind of convention or agreement ;
that is, by a fenfe of intereft, fuppos'd to be _
common to all, and where every fingle act it
is perform’d in expectation that others are
to perform the like, Without fuch a con-
vention, no one wou’'d ever have dream’d,
that there was fuch a virtue as juftice, or
have been induc’d to conform his actions to
it. Taking any fingle a&, my juftice may
be pernicious in every refpect ; and ’tis only
upon the fuppofition, that othersare to imitate
my example, that I can be induc’d to em-
brace that virtue ; fince nothing but this
combination can render juftice advantageous,
or
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P A r T or afford me any motives to conform my felf
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to its rules.

WE come now to the fécond queftion we
propos'd, viz. Why we annex the idea rf*ui?‘-
tue to juftice, and of vice to injuftice. 'This
queftion will not detain us long after the
principles, which we have already eftablifh’d.
All we can fay of it at prefent will be dif-
patch’d in'a few words: And for farther fa-
tisfaCtion, the reader muft wait till we come
to the zhird part of thisbook. The natural
obligation to juftice, viz. intereft, has been
fully explain’d; but as to the moral obli-
gation, or the fentiment of right and wrong,
twill firft be requifite to examine the natu-
ral virtues, before we can give a full and fa-
tisfaCtory account of it.

ArTer men have found by experience,
that their felfithnefs and confin’d generofity,
alting at their liberty, totally incapacitate
them for fociety ; and at the fame time have
obferv’d, that fociety is neceflary to the fa-
tisfaCtion of thofe very paffions, they are na-
turally induc’d. to lay themfelves under the
reftraint of fuch rules, as may render their
commerce more fafe and commodious. To
the impofition then, and obfervance of thefe
rules; both in general; and in every particu-

lar
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lar inftance, they are at firft induc’d only SEcT. L
by a regard to intereft ; and this motive, on IL il
the firft formation of fociety, is fufficiently B’,’;v.\}“p i o
ftrong and forcible. But when focicty has gi7 o J* Lok s
become numerous, and has encreas’d to arpersy.

tribe or nation, this intereft is more remote;

nor do men fo readily perceive, that difor-
der and confufion follow upon every breach
of thefe rules, as in a more narrow and con- Al
tracted fociety. But tho’ in our own actions i
we may frequently lofe fight of that in- ;
tereft, which we have in maintaining or- Lk
der, and may follow a lefler and more pre- i “ -
fent intereft, we never fail to obferve the '
prejudice we receive, either mediately or im- :
mediately, from the injuftice of others; as
not being in that cafe either blinded by paf- il
fion, or byafg'd by any contrary temptation.
Nay when the injuftice is fo diftant from uvs,
as no way to affe& our intereft, it ftill dif-
pleafes us; becaufe we confider it as preju-
dicial to human fociety, and pernicious to
every one that approaches the perfon guilty
of it. We partake of their uneafinefs by
[fympathy ; and as every thing, which gives un-
cafinefs in human acions, upon the gencral
furvey, is call'd Vice, and whatever produces
fatisfaGtion, in the fame manner, is denomi-
nated Virtue; this is the reafon why the fenfe
of moral good and evil follows upon ju-
ftice and injuftice, And tho' this fenfe, in
the
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Par 7. the prefent cafe, be deriv’d only from con-

II.

templating the actions of others, yet we fail

Of jupice DOt to extend it even to our own actions.
and inju- 'T'he general rule reaches beyond thofe in-

Jice,

ftances, from which it arofe ; while at the
fame time we naturally fympathize with
others in the fentiments they entertain of us,
Thus felf-intereft is the original motive to the
eftablithment of juflice : but a {ympathy wizh
public intereft is the fource of the moral ap-
probation, which attends that virtue.

Tuo’ this progrefs of the fentiments be
natural, and even neceffary, ’tis certain, that
it is here forwarded by the artifice of po-
liticians, who, in order to govern men
more eafily, and preferve peace in human
fociety, have endeavourd to produce an
eftecem for juftice, and an abhorrence of in-
juftice. 'This, no doubt, muft have its ef-
fect; but nothing can be more evident, than
that the matter has been carry’d too far by
certain writers on morals, who feem to have
employ’d their utmoft efforts to extirpate all
fenfe of virtue from among mankind. Any
artifice of politicians may affift nature in the
producing of thofe fentiments, which fhe
fuggefts to us, and may even on fome occa-
fions, produce alone an approbation or
efteem for any particular action; but ’tis
impofiible it thould be the fole caufe of the
dictinction we make betwixt vice and virtue.

For
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For if nature did not aid us in this parti- SEc T. il |
cular, ’twow'd be in vain for politicians to  IL.
talk of honourable or difbonourable, praife- m
worthy or blameable. Thefe words wou'd %’;@: i:;
be perfectly unintelligible, and wou’d nopropers.

more have any idea annex’d to them, than

if they were of a tongue perfectly unknown

tous. The utmoft politicians can perform,

is, to extend the natural {entiments beyond

their original bounds; but ftill nature muit

furnifh the materials, and give us fome no-

tion of moral diftin&ions,

As publick praife and blame encreafe our
efteem for juftice ; fo private education and
inftruction contribute to the fame effeét.

For as parents eafily obferve, that a manis
the more ufeful, both to himfelf and others,
the greater degree of probity and honour he
is endow'd with ; and that thofe principles
have greater force, when cuftom and edu-
cation affift intereft and refle@ion : For thefe
reafons they are induc'd to inculcate on their
children, from their earlieft infancy, the
principles of probity, and teach them to re-
gard the obfervance of thofe rules, by which
fociety is maintain’d, as worthy and honour-
able, and their violation as bafe and infa-
mous, By this means the fentiments of
honour may take root in their tender minds,

and
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ParT and acquire fuch firmnefs and folidity, that

IL
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Of juflice

aud infu-

Slice,

they may fall little thort of thofe principles,
which are the moft eflential to our natures,
and the moft deeply radicated in our inter-
nal conftitution.

WuaT farther contributes to encreafe
their folidity, is the intereft of our reputation,
after the opinion, zhat a merit or demertt at-
tends juftice or injuflice, 1s once firmly efta-
blit’d among mankind. There is nothing,
which touches us more nearly than our re-
putation, and nothing on which our reputa-
tion more depends than our condu&, with
relation to the property of others. For this
reafon, every one, who has any regard to his
characer, or who intends to live on good
terms with mankind, muft fix an inviolable
law to himfelf, never, by any temptation, to
be induc’d to violate thofe principles, which
are effential to a man of probity and honour.

I suart make only one obfervation be-
fore I leave this fubje, wiz. that tho I af-
fert, that in the fate of nature, or that ima-
ginary ftate, which preceded fociety, there
be neither juftice nor injuftice, yet I affert
not, that it was allowable, in fuch a ftate, to
violate the property of others. I only main-
tain, that there was no fuch thing as pro-

perty ; and confequently cow’'d be no fuch
thing
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