Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Treatise Of Human Nature

Being An Attempt to introduce the experimental Method of Reasoning Into
Moral Subjects

Of Morals - With An Appendix ; Wherein some Passages of the foregoing
Volumes are illustrated and explain'd

Hume, David

London, 1740

Sect. IV. Of the transference of property by consent.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-1226

Visual \\Llibrary



a8 A Treatife of Human Nature.

8§ ECT. IV.

Of the transference of property by

confent.
SECT. OWEVER ufeful, or even neceffary,
IV. the ftability of poffeflion may be to

i Y™™ human fociety, ’tis attended with very con-
fiderable inconveniences. The relation of
fitnefs or fuitablenefs ought never to enter
into confideration, in diftributing the pro-
perties of mankind ; but we muft govern
ourfelves by rules, which are more general
in their application, and more free from
doubt and uncertainty. Of this kind is
prefent pofleflion upon the firft eftablifhment
of fociety; and afterwards occupation, pre-
Jeription, acceffion, and fucceffion. As thefe
depend very much on chance, they muft
frequently prove contradiCtory both to men’s
wants and defires ; and perfons and pof-
feffions muft often be very ill adjufted. This
is a grand inconvenience, which calls for a

; remedy. To apply one directly, and allow

i every man to feize by violence what he

judges to be fit for him, wouwd deftroy

fociety ; and therefore the rules of juftice
feek
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feek fome medium betwixt a rigid ftability, SEcT.
and this changeable and uncertain adjuft- IV.
ment. But there is no medium better than‘{;f,\;;\J
that obvious one, that pofieffion and pro- i;‘(‘;"j;};‘ﬁ_
perty fhou’d always be ftable, except when peryy &y
the proprictor confents to beftow them on “#"
fome other perfon. This rule can have no

ill confequence, in occafioning wars and
diffentions; fince the proprietor’s confent,

who alone is concern’d, is taken along in

the alienation: And it may ferve to many

good purpofes in adjufting property to per-

fons, Different parts of the earth produce
different commodities ; and not only fo, but
different men both are by nature fitted for
different employments, and attain to greater
perfetion in any one, when they confine
themfelves to it alone. All this requires a
mutual exchange and commerce ; for which

reafon the tranflation of property by confent

is founded on a law of nature, as well as its
ftability without fuch a confent.

So far is determin’d by a plain utility and
intereft. But perhaps ’tis from more trivial
reafons, that de/ivery, or a fenfible tranf-
ference of the object is commonly requird
by civil laws, and alfo by the laws of na-
ture, according to moft authors, as a requi-
fite circumftance in the tranflation of pro-
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perty.  The property of an obje@®, when
taken for fomething real, without any re-
ference to morality, or the fentiments of the
mind, is a quality perfectly infenfible, and
even inconceivable; nor can we form any
diftin@ notion, either of its ftability or
tranflation. 'This imperfe@ion of our ideas
is lefs fenfibly felt with regard to its ftability,
ag it engages lefs our attention, and is cafily
paft over by the mind, without any fcru-
pulous examination. But as the tranflation
of property from one perfon to another is a
more remarkable event, the defe& of our
ideas becomes more fenfible on that occa-
fion, and obliges us to turn ourfelves on
every fide in fearch of fome remedy. Now
as nothing more enlivens any idea than a
prefent impreffion, and a relation betwixt
that impreflion and the idea ; ’tis natural for
us to feek fome falfe light from this quarter.
In order to aid the imagination in conceiving
the transference of property, we take the
fenfible obje, and actually transfer its pof-
{effion to the perfon, on whom we wou'd
beftow the property. The fuppos'd refem-
blance of the actions, and the prefence of
this fenfible delivery, deceive the mind, and
make it fancy, that it conceives the myfte-
rious tranfition of the property, And that

this
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