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132 A Treatife of Human Nature.

P arT honour and duty in the ftrict regulation of
! II.  our a&ions with regard to the properties of
i (W Voo
Of juftice others,

and inju-

Slice.
58 0 T. VIL

< Of the origin of government.

(=}

SecrT. OTHING is more certain, than that

VIL men are, in a great meafure, govern’d

WV by intereft, and that even when they extend

their concern beyond themfelves, tis not to

any great diftance; nor is it ufual for them,

" in common life, to look farther than their

neareft friends and acquaintance. ’Tis no

lefs certain, that ’tis impoffible for men to

confult their intereft in fo effe¢tual a manner,

as by an univerfal and inflexible obfervance

| of the rules of juftice, by which alone they
can preferve fociety, and keep themfelves

from falling into that wretched and favage

condition, which is commonly reprefented

as the flate of nature. And as this intereft,

which all men have in the upholding of

£ fociety, and the obfervation of the rules of
i juftice, is great, fo is it palpable and evident,
even to the moft rude and uncultivated of
human race; and ’tis almoft impofiible for
" any
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any one, who has had experience of fociety, SECT.
to be miftaken in this particular. Since, VIL
therefore, men are fo fincerely attach’d to gr s
their intereft, and their intereft is fo much % &
concern’d in the obfervance of juftice, and went.
this intereft is fo certain and avow’d; it
may be afk’d, how any diforder can ever
arife in fociety, and what principle there is
in human nature {o powerful as to overcome
{o ftrong a paflion, or fo wiokent as to ob-
fcure fo clear a knowledge?

IT has been obfervid, in treating of the
paflions, that men are mightily govern’d by
the imagination, and proportion their affec-
tions more to the light, under which any
objeé appears to them, than to its real and
intrinfic value. What ftrikes upon them
with a ftrong and lively idea commonly pre-
vails above what lies in a more obfcure light;
and it muft be a great fuperiority of value,
that is able to compenfate this advantage,
Now as every thing, that is contiguous to
us, either in fpace or time, ftrikes upon us
with fuch an idea, it has a proportional effect
on the will and paffions, and commonly
operates with more force than any objed,
that lies in a more diftant and obfcure light,
Tho we may be fully convinc’d, that the
latter obje& excels the former, we are not

K3 able
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ParTable to regulate our a&ions by this judg-

1L
L
Of juﬂffc’
and inju-

Sfice,

ment ; but yield to the follicitations of our
paflions, which always plead in favour of
whatever 1s near and contiguous,

Twur1s is the reafon why men fo often act
in contradiion to their known intereft ; and
in particular why they prefer any trivial ad-
vantage, that is prefent, to the maintenance
of order in fociety, which fo much depends
on the obfervance of juftice. ‘'The con-
fequences of every breach of equity feem to
lie very remote, and are not able to counter-
ballance any immediate advantage, that may
be reap’d from it. They are, however, never
the les real for being remote; and as all
men are, in fome degree, fubject to the fame
weaknefs, it neceflarily happens, that the
violations of equity muft become very fre-
quent in fociety, and the commerce of men,
by that means, be render’d very dangerous
and uncertain. You have the fame pro-
penfion, that I have, in favour of what is
contiguous above what is remote. You are,
therefore, natorally carried to commit acts
of injuftice as well as me. Your example
both pufhes me forward in this way by imi-
tation, and alfo affords me a new reafon for
any breach of equity, by fthewing me, that
I {hould be the cully of my integrity, if I

alone
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alone fhow'd impofe on myfelf a fevere re- Szemw. e
ftraint amidft the licentioufnefs of others. VIL :
. . “

Tuis quality, therefore, of human na- of s
ture, not only is very dangerous to fociety,;:fé’iﬁf
but alfo feems, on a curfory view, to be in-en.
capable of any remedy. The remedy can
only come from the confent of men; and
if men be incapable of themfelves to prefer
remote to contiguous, they will never con-
fent to any thing, which wou’d oblige them
to fuch a choice, and contradict, in fo {en-
fible a manner, their natural principles and
propenfities. ~ Whoever chufes the means,
chufes alfo the end; and if it be impofiible
for us to prefer what is remote, ’tis equally
impoffible for us to fubmit to any neceflity,
which wou’d oblige us to fuch a method
of acting.

BuT here ’tis obfervable, that this infir-
mity of human nature becomes a remedy to
itfelf, and that we provide againft our neg-
ligence about remote objects, merely be-
caufe we are naturally inclin'd to that negli-
gence, When we confider any objects at 2
diftance, all their minute diftin&tions vanifh,
and we always give the preference to what-
ever is in itfelf preferable, without confider-
ing its fituation and circumftances. This
gives rife to what in an improper fenfe we |4

K a4 call !
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P ar T call 7eafon, which is a principle, that is of-

IL

ten contradiCtory to thofe propenfities that

m difplay themfelves upon the approach of the
and injy- objet. In refle@ing on any action, which I

Slice

am to perform a twelve-month hence, I al-
ways refolve to prefer the greater good,
whether at that time it will be more conti-
guous or remote; nor does any difference
in that particular make a difference in my
prefent intentions and refolutions. My di-
ftance from the final determination makes all
thofe minute differences vanith, nor am I
affeCted by any thing, but the general and
more difcernable qualities of good and evil.
But on my nearer approach, thofe circum-
ftances, which I at firft over-look’d, begin
to appear, and have an influence on my
conduct and affeCtions. A new inclination
to the prefent good fprings up, and makes it
difficult for me to adhere inflexibly to my
firft purpofe and refolution. This natural
infirmity ¥ may very much regret, and I may
endeavour, by all poffible means, to free my
felf from it. I may have recourfe to ftudy
and refleCtion within myfelf; to the advice
of friends ; to frequent meditation, and re-
peated refolution : And having experiencd
how ineffectual all thefe are, I may embrace
with pleafure any other expedient, by which

X I
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I may impofe a reftraint upon myfelf, and Sec T,
guard againft this weaknefs. VIL
Tue only difficulty, therefore, is to find m
out this expedient, by which men cure their origi” of
natural weaknefs, and lay themfelves under ,Ef: ﬂ_
the neceffity of obferving the laws of juftice
and equity, notwithftanding their violent
propenfion to prefer contiguous to remote.
"Tis evident fuch a remedy can never be ef-
fe@ual without correcting this propenfity ;
and as ’tis impoffible to change or correct
any thing material in our nature, the utmoft
we can do is to change our circumftances
and fituation, and render the obfervance of
the laws of juftice our neareft intereft, and
their violation our moft remote. But this
being impracticable with refpet to all man-
kind, it can only take place with refpect to
a few, whom we thus immediately intereft
in the execution of juftice. Thefe are the
perfons, whom we call civil magiftrates, kings
and their minifters, our governors and rulers,
who being indifferent perfons to the greateft
part of the ftate, have no intereft, or buta
remote one, in any act of injuftice ; and be-
ing fatisfied with their prefent condition, :
and with their part in fociety, have an im- |
mediate intereft in every execution of juflice,
which is fo neceflary to the upholding of ,
{ociety. i
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ParT fociety. Here then is the origin of civil go-

IL

vernment and fociety. Men are not able

of jupice Yadically to cure, either in themfelves or o-

and inju-

Slice.

thers, that narrownefs of foul, which makes
them prefer the prefent to the remote. They
cannot change their natures. All they can
do is to change their fituation, and render
the obfervance of juftice the immediate in-
tereft of fome particular perfons, and its vio-
lation their more remote. Thefe perfons,
then, are not only induc’d to obferve thofe
rules in their own conduét, but alfo to con-
firain others to a like regularity, and inforce
the dictates of equity thro’ the whole fociety.
And if it be neceflary, they may alfo inte-
reft others more immediately in the execu-
tion of juftice, and create a number of offi-
cers, civil and military, to aflift them in
their government.

But this execution of juftice, tho’ the
principal, is not the only advantage of go-
vernment.  As the violent paflions hinder
men from feeing diftinctly the intereft they
have in an equitable behaviour towards
others; fo it hinders them from fecing that
equity itfelf, and gives them a remarkable
partiality in their own favours. This incon-
venience is corrected in the fame manner as
that above-mention’d. 'The fame perfons,

who
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who execute the laws of juftice, will alfloSEc T,
decide all controverfies concerning them; VIL
and being indifferent to the greateft part of 57,7,
the fociety, will decide them more equitably % o
than every one wou’d in his own cafe. e
By meansof thefe two advantages, in the
execution and decifion of juftice, men acquire
a fecurity againft each others weaknefs and
paflion, as well as againft their own, and
under the fhelter of their governors, begin
to tafte at eafe the {weets of {ociety and mu-
tual affiftance. But government extends
farther its beneficial influence; and not con-
tented to prote¢t men in thofe conventions
they make for their mutual intereft, it often
obliges them to make fuch conventions, and
forces them to feek their own advantage, by
aconcurrence in fomecommon end or purpofe.
There is no quality in human nature, which
caufes more fatal errors in our conduét, than
that which leads us to prefer whatever is pre-
fent to the diftant and remote, and makes us
defire objects more according to their fituation
than their intrinfic value. Two neighbours
may agree to drain a meadow, which they
poflefs in common ; becaufe ’tis eafly for
them to know each others mind; and each
muft perceive, that the immediate confe-
quence of his failing in his part, is, the
abandoning
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P Ar T abandoning the whole project. But ’tis very

IL

difficult, and indeed impofiible, that a thou-

(m' fand perfons thou’d agree in any fuch acion ;

Shice,

and inju- it being difficult for them to concert o com-

plicated a defign, and ftill more difficult for
them to execute it; while each feeks a pre-
text to free himfelf of the trouble and ex-
pence, and wou’'d lay the whole burden on
others. Political fociety eafily remedies both
thefe inconveniences. Magiftrates find an
immediate intereft in the intereft of any con-
fiderable part of their fubjeéts. They need
confult no body but themfelves to form any
fcheme for the promoting of that intereft.
And as the failure of any one piece in the
execution is connected, tho’ not immediately,
with the failure of the whole, they prevent
that failure, becaufe they find no intereft in
it, cither immediate or remote, Thus bridges
are built; harbours open’d ; ramparts rais'd ;
canals form’d; fleets equip’d ; and armies
difciplin’d ; every where, by the care of
government, which, tho’ compos’d of men
fubje€t to all human infirmities, becomes,
by one of the fineft and moft fubtle inven-
tions imaginable, a compofition, which is,
in fome meafure, exempted from all thefe
infirmities.

SECT.
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