Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

A Treatise Of Human Nature

Being An Attempt to introduce the experimental Method of Reasoning Into
Moral Subjects

Of Morals - With An Appendix ; Wherein some Passages of the foregoing
Volumes are illustrated and explain'd

Hume, David

London, 1740

Sect. XI. Of the laws of nations.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-1226

Visual \\Llibrary



188

ParT
II.

Y
Of juflice
and in-
Faflice.

SEcT.
XTI,
(O

A Treatsfe of Human Nasure.

Marius, whofe titles were really the fame
as his, are treated as tyrants and ufurpers,
Time and cuftom give authority to all formg
of government, and all fucceflions of princes;
and that power, which at firft was founded
only on injuftice and violence, becomes in
time legal and obligatory. Nor does the
mind reft there; but returning back upon
its footfteps, transfers to their predeceflors
and anceftors that right, which jt naturally
afcribes to the pofterity, as being related to-
gether, and united in the imagination. The
prefent Zing of Framce makes Hugh Capet
a more lawful prince than Cromuwel) 5 as the
eftablifh’d liberty of the Dyteh is no incon-
fiderable apology for their obftinate refiftance
to Philip the fecond.

SECT XL
Of the laws of nations.

HEN civil government has been
eftablifh’d over the greateft part of
mankind, and different focieties have been
form’d contiguous to each other, there arifes
a new fet of duties among the neighbour-
ing ftates, fuitable to the nature of that
commerce, which they carry on with each
other.
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other. Political writers tell us, thatinevery SECT.
kind of intercourfe, a body politic is to be XL
confider’d as one perfon; and indeed this W
afiertion is fo far juft, that different nations, i’;;‘::n‘f"'
as well as private perfons, require mutua
afliftance ; at the fame time that their {elfifh-
nefs and ambition are perpetual fources of
war and difcord. But tho’ nations in this
particular refemble individuals, yet as they are
very different in other refpects, no wonder
they regulate themfelves by different maxims,
and give rife to a new fet of rules, which
we call the laws of mations, Under this
head we may comprize the facrednefs of
the perfons of ambafladors, the declaration
of war, the abftaining from poifon’d arms,
with other duties of that kind, which are
evidently calculated for the commerce, that
is peculiar to different focieties.

But tho’ thefe rules be fuper-added to
the laws of nature, the former do not en-
tirely abolifh the latter ; and one may fafely
affirm, that the three fundamental rules of
juftice, the ftability of poffeflion, its tranf-
ference by confent, and the performance of
promifes, are duties of princes, as well as of
fubje®s. The fame intereft produces the
fame effect in both cafes, Where pofieflion
his no fability, there muft be perpetual

E war,
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it ParT war. Where property is not transferr’d by
f IT.  confent, there can be no commerce, Where
m promifes are not obferv’d, there can be no
Ry and irfu- leagues nor  alliances, The advantages,
| Fiee therefore, of peace, commerce, and mutial
fuccour, make us extend to different king-

! doms the fame notions of juftice, which
it take place among individuals,

TueRrRE is a maxim very current in the
world, which few politicians are willing to
avow, but which has been authoriz’d by
the pratice of all ages, #har there is a
Syftem of morals calculated for princes, much
more free than that which ought fo govern
private perfons. ’Tis evident this is not to
be underftood of the leffer extent of public
duties and obligations; nor will any one be
fo extravagant as to affert, that the moft
folemn treaties ought to have no force among
princes. For as princes do a&ually form
treaties among themfelves, they muft pro-
pofe fome advantage from the exccution of
them; and the profpe& of fuch advantage
for the future muft engage them to perform
their part; and muft eftablith that law of
natare. The meaning, therefore, of this
political maximis, that tho’ the morality of
princes has the fame extent, yet it has not
the fame force as that of private perfonfl,-

an
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and may lawfully be tranfgrefs'd from aSEcT.
more trivial motive. However fhocking IX.
fuch a propofition may appear to certain of s
philofophers, ’twill be eafy to defend it upon :f;;if
thofe principles, by which we have ac-
counted for the origin of juftice and equity.

Wruen men have found by experience,
that tis impoflible to fubfift without fociety,
and that “tis impoffible to maintain fociety,
while they give free courfe to their appetites;
{o urgent an intereft quickly reftrains their
aCtions, and impofes an obligation to obierve
thofe rules, which we call #he lawws of jufiice.
This obligation of intereft refts not here ;
but by the neceflary coutfe of the paffions
and fentiments, gives rife to the moral obli-
gation of duty ; while we approve of fuch
altions as tend to the peace of fociety, and
difapprove of fuch as tend to its difturbance.
The fame natural obligation of intereft
takes place among independent kingdoms,
and gives rife to the fame morality; {o that
no one of ever fo corrupt morals will ap-
prove of a prince, who voluntarily, and of
his own accord, breaks his word, or violates
any treaty. But here we may obferve, that
tho’ the intercourfe of different ftates be ad-
vantageous, and even fometimes neceflary,
yet it is not {o neceffary nor advantageous as

that
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A ??‘eﬂtg'/? # Huziian Nature.

P A r T that among individuals, without which ’tis

IL.

utterly impofiible for human nature ever to

OF jufice or s fubfift.  Since, therefore, the natural obli-

and injy-

flice,

gation to juftice, among different ftates, is
not fo ftrong as among individuals, the z0-
ral obligation, which arifes from it, muft
partake of its weaknefs ; and we muft necef-
farily give a greater indulgence to a prince
or minifter, who deceives another ; than to
a private gentleman, who breaks his word of
honout.

Suou’p it be afk’d, what proportion thefe
two fpecies of morality bear to each other ?
I wouw'd anfwer, that this is a queftion, to
which we can never give any precife anfwer;
nor is it poffible to reduce to numbers the
proportion, which we ought to fix betwixt
them. One may fafely affirm, that this
proportion finds itfelf, without any art or
frudy of men; as we may obferve on many
other occafions. The practice of the world
goes farther in teaching us the degrees of out
duty, than the moft fubtile philofophy, which
was ever yet invented. And this may ferve
as a eonvincing proof, that all men have an
implicit notion of the foundation of thofe
moral rules concerning natural and civil ju-
ftice, and are fenfible, that they arife merely
from human conventions, and from the in-

toreft
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