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SECT. IL

of goodnefs and benevolence.

AVING thus explain’d the originSecT.
of that praifc and approbation, which III
attends every thing we call greaf in human e
affeCtions ; we now proceed to give an ac-
count of their goodnefs, and thew whence its
merit is deriv’d.

WxeN experience has once given us a
competent knowledge of human affairs, and
has taught us the proportion they bear to
human paffion, we perceive, that the gene-
rofity of men is very limited, and that it
feldom extends beyond their friends and fa-
mily, or, at moft, beyond their native coun-
try. Being thus acquainted with the nature
of man, we expect not any impoffibilities
from him ; but confine our view to that
narrow circle, in which any perfon moves,
in order to form a judgment of his moral
charaGter. When the natural tendency of
his paffions leads him to be ferviceable and
ufeful within his fphere, we approve of his
charater, and love his perfon, by a fym-

pathy
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P arT pathy with the fentiments of thofe, who

III.  bave a more particular connexion thh him,

o e~ We are quickly oblig'd to forget our own

other wir- intereft in our judgments of this kind, by
tues and

wices. ~ Teafon of the perpetual confradiﬁxons we

meet with in fociety and converfation, from

perfons that are not plac’d in the fame fitu-

ation, and have not the fame intereft with

ourfelves, The only point of view, in which

our fentiments concur with thofe of others,

is, when we confider the tendency of any

paffion to the advantage or harm of thofe,

who have any immediate connexion or inter-

courfe with the perfon poffefs’d of it. And

tho’ this advantage or harm be often very

remote from ourfelves, yet fometimes ’tis

very near us, and interefts us ftrongly by

fympathy. This concern we readily extend

to other cafes, that are refembling ; and

when thefe are very remote, our fympathy

is proportionably weaker, and our praife or

blame fainter and more doubtful. The cafe

is here the fame as in our judgments con-

cerning external bodies. All objects feem to

diminith by their diftance: But tho’ the ap-

pearance of objeéts to our fenfes be the ori-

ginal ftandard, by which we judge of them,

yet we do not fay, that they actually dlml-

nith by the diftance ; but correcting the ap-

pearance
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pearance by refle@tion, arrive at a more con- SECT.

ftant and eftablifh’d judgment concerning
them, In like manner, tho’ fympathy be
much fainter than our concern for ourfelves,
and a fympathy with perfons remote from
us much fainter than that with perfons near
and contiguous ; yet we neglet all thefe dif-
ferences in our calm judgments concerning
the charaGters of men. Befides, that we
ourfelves often change our fituation in this
particular, we every day mect with perfons,
who are in a different fituation from our-
felves, and who cou’d never converfe with
us on any reafonable terms, were we-to re-
main conftantly in that fituation and point
of view, which is peculiar to us. The in-
tercourfe of fentiments, therefore, in fociety
and converfation, makes us form fome general
inalterable ftandard, by which we may ap-
prove or difapprove of characters and man-
ners. And tho' the hbeart does not always
take part with thofe general notions, or re-
gulate its love and hatred by them, yet
are they fufficient for difcourfe, and ferve all
our purpofes in company, in the pulpit, on
the theatre, and in the {chools.

From thefe principles we may eafily ac-
count for that merit, which is commonly
afcrib’d to gemerofity, bumanity, compaffion,

gratitude,

1L

1 rV\J
oy gcmf-
nefs and
beneva-
lence.




252

A Treatife of Human Nature.

PaRrT gratitude, Jriendfbip, fidelity, zeal, difin-

III.

OF the

tereflednefs, liberality, and all thofe other
qualities, which form the chara@er of good

otber vir- and benevolent, A propenfity to the tender

2ues and
aices.

paflions makes a man agreeable and ufeful in
all the parts of life; and gives a juft direction
to all his other qualities, which otherwife
may become prejudicial to fociety. Courage
and ambition, when not regulated by bene-
volence, are fit only to make a tyrant and
public robber. *Tis the fame cafe with judg-
ment and capacity, and all the qualities of
that kind, They are indifferent in them-
felves to the interefts of fociety, and have a
tendency to the good or ill of mankind, ac-
cording as they are directed by thefe other
paflions,

As love is immediately agrecable to the
perfon, who is actuated by it, and hatred
ammediately difagrecable ; this may alfo be a
confiderable reafon, why we praife all the
paffions that partake of the former, and
blame all thofe that have any confiderable
fhare of the latter. *Tis certain we are in-
finitely touch’d with a tender fentiment, as
well as with a great one. The tears natu-
rally ftart in our eyes at the conception of
it 5 nor can we forbear giving a loofe to the
fame tendernefs towards the perfon who ex-

erts

el

SR T - n
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erts it.  All this feems to me a proof, thatSec T.
our approbation has, in thofe cafes, an origin _11L.
different from the profpeét of utility and ad- m :
vantage, cither to ourfelves or others. To #%
which we may add, that men naturally, Znce.
without refleCtion, approve of that character,
which is moft like theit own. The man of
a mild difpofition and tender affections, in
forming a notion of the moft perfect virtue,
mixes in it more of benevolence and huma-
nity, than the man of courage and enter-
prize, who naturally looks upon a certain !
clevation of mind as the moft accom- ;
plifh’d charaéter. This muft evidently pro-
ceed from an zmmediate {fympathy, which
men have with charaters fimilar to their
own. They enter with more warmth into
fuch fentiments, and feel more fenfibly the
pleafure, which arifes from them.

"T1s remarkable, that nothing touches a
man of humanity more than any inftance of
extraordinary delicacy in love or friendfhip,
where a perfon is attentive to the {malleft
concerns of his friend, and is willing to facri-
fice to them the moft confiderable intereft of
his own. Such delicacies have little influence
on fociety ; becaufe they make us regard the
greateft trifles: But they are the more en-
gaging, the more minute the concern is, and

I are
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PA R T are a proof of the higheft merit in any one,

I1L
or

other wir-
tues and
wices.,

| Ve |
the

who is capable of them. The paffions are
fo contagious, that they pafs with the greateft
facility from one perfon to another, and pro-
duce correfpondent movements in all human
breafts. Where friendfhip appears in very
fignal inftances, my heart catches the fame
paffion, and is warm’d by thofe warm fenti-
ments, that difplay themfelves before me.
Such agreeable movements muft give me an
affeCtion to every one that excites them,
This is the cafe with every thing that is
agreeable in any perfon. The tranfition from
pleafure to love is eafy : But the tranfition
muft here be ftill more eafy; fince the agree-
able fentiment, which is excited by fym-
pathy, is love itfelf; and there is nothing
requir'd but to change the object.

HEeNcE the peculiar merit of benevolence
in all its fhapes and appearances. Hence
even its weaknefles are virtuous and amiable ;
and a perfon, whofe grief upon the lofs of a
friend were exceflive, wou'd be efteem’d
upon that account. His tendernefs beftows
2 merit, as it does a pleafure, on his melan-
choly.

Wz are not, however, to imagine, that
all the angry paffions are vicious, tho’ they
are difagreeable, There is a certain indul-

gence



Book IIL.  Of Morals. 255

gence due to human nature in this refpect. SECT.
Anger and hatred are paffions inherent in IL
. . (T Ve |

our very frame and conftitution. The want of good-
of them, on fome occafions, may even be ;% 2
a proof of weaknefs and imbecillity. And Zece.
where they appear only in a low degree, we
not only excufe them becaufe they arc na-
tural ; but even beftow our applaufes on
them, becaufe they are inferior to what ap-
pears in the greateft part of mankind.

WHERE thefe angry paflions rife up to
cruclty, they form the moft detefted of all
vices. All the pity and concern which we '
have for the miferable fufferers by this vice,
turns againft the perfon guilty of it, and pro-
duces a ftronger hatred than we are fenfible
of on any other occafion,

Even when the vice of inhumanity rifes
not to this extreme degree, our fentiments
concerning it are very much influenc’d by re-
fle&tions on the harm that refults from it. And
we may obferve in general, that if we can find
any quality in a perfon, which renders him
incommodious to thofe, who live and converfe
with him, we always allow it to be a fault
or blemifh, without any farther examina-
tion. On the other hand, when we enu-
merate the good qualities of any perfon, we

always mention thofe parts of his charater,
' which
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