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appearance of the objects; fometimes from SE cT.
ympathy, and an idea of their utility,. In V-
like manner, whenever we furvey the ations s T
and characters of men, without any particu- J{;”r bopis
lar intereft in them, the pleafure, or pain, concerning
which arifes from the furvey (with fome j’z‘;’;ﬁ:‘ ]
minute differences) is, in the main, of the tue.
fame kind, tho’ perhaps there be a great
diverfity in the caufes, from which it is de-

rivd. On the other hand, a convenient

houfe, and a virtuous charater, caufe not

the fame feeling of approbation; even tho’

the fource of our approbation be the fame,

and flow from {ympathy and an idea of

their utility. There is fomething very inex-
plicable in this variation of our feelings; but

’tis what we have experience of with regard

to all our paffions and {entiments,

S R e B T

Conclufion of this book.

HUS upon the whole I am hopeful, g c T.
that nothing is wanting to an accu- IV.
rate proof of this fyftem of ethics, We are ¥
certain, that fympathy is a very powerful
principle in human nature. We are alfo
Tz certain,
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P AR 7 certain, that it has a great influence on our
HL  fenfe of beauty, when we regard external
oF e objets, as well as when we judge of morals,
:;i,(:;,; We find, that it has force fufficient to give
wies,  Us the ftrongeft fentiments of approbation,
when it operates alone, without the con-
currence of any other principle; as in the

cafes of juftice, allegiance, chaftity, and
good-manners.  'We may obferve, that all

the circumftances requifite for its operation

are found in moft of the virtues; which

have, for the moft part, a tendency to the

good of fociety, or to that of the perfon
poflefs'd of them. If we compare all thefe
circumftances, we fhall not doubt, that fym=

pathy is the chief fource of moral diftin¢tions 3
efpecially when we refle®, that no objection

can be rais’d againft this hypothefis in one

cafe, which will not extend to all cafes.
Juftice is certainly approv’d of for no other

reafon, than becaufe it has a tendency to

the public good : And the public good is in-
different to us, except fo far as {ympathy in-

terefts us in it. 'We may prefume the like

with regard to all the other virtues, which

havea like tendency to the public good. They

muft derive all their merit from our fym-

pathy with thofe, who reap any advantage

from them: As the virtues, which have a

2 tendency
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tendency to the good of the perfon poflefs’d St cT.

of them, derive their merit from our f{ym- VL
e NN

pathy with him. Conclufion

Most people will readily allow, that the ;“

ufeful qualities of the mind are virtuous, be-

caufe of their utility. This way of think-

ing is fo natural, and occurs on {o many oc-

cafions, that few will make any fcruple of

admitting it. Now this being once adimit-

ted, the force of fympathy muft neceflarily

be acknowledg’d. Virtue is confiderd as

means to an end. Means to an end are

only valued fo far as the end is valued.

But the happinefs of ftrangers affects us by

fympathy alone. To that principle, there-

fore, we are to afcribe the fentiment of ap-

probation, which arifes from the furvey of

all thofe virtues, that are ufeful to f{ociety,

or to the perfon poflefs'd of them. Thefe

form the moft confiderable part of mo-

rality,

WeRE it proper in fuch a fubject to bribe
the readers affent, or employ any thing but
folid argument, we are here abundantly fup-
plied with topics to engage the affections.
All lovers of virtue (and fuch we all are in
fpeculation, however we may degenerate in
praltice) muft certainly be pleas'd to fee

T 2 moral
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PA R T moral diftin&ions derivd from fo noble a

IIL.

L Ve W
Of the

other wir-
tues and
wices,

fource, which gives us a juft notion both of
the generofity and capacity of human nature.
It requires but very litile knowledge of hu-
man affairs to perceive, that a fenfe of mo-
rals is a principle inherent in the foul, and
one of the moft powerful that enters into the
compofition, Bat this fenfe muflt certainly
acquire new force, when refleGting on itfelf,
it approves of thofe principles, from whence
it is deriv’d, and finds nothing but what is
great and good in its rife and origin. Thofe
who refolve the fenfe. of morals into ori-
ginal inftin&s of the human mind, may de-
fend the caufe of virtue with fufficient autho-
rity ; but want the advantage, which thofe
poflefs, who account for that fenfe by an
extenfive fympathy with mankind. Accord.
ing to their fyftem, not only virtue muft be
approv'd of, but alfo the fenfe of virtue:
And not only that fenfe, but alfo the prin-
ciples, from whence it is deriv'd. So that
nothing is prefented on any fide, but what is
Jaudable and good.

Tuis obfervation may be extended to
juftice, and the other virtues of that kind.
Tho’ juftice be artificial, the fenfe of its mo-
rality is natural. ’Tis the combination of
men, in a fyftem of conduct, which renders

‘ any
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any act of juftice beneficial to {ociety. ButSECT.
when once it has that tendency, we nalu- VL
rally approve of it; and if we did not fo, m
'tis impoflible any combination or convention ¢ 02’:”"
cow’d ever produce that fentiment.

MosT of the inventions of men are fub-
ject to change. They depend upon humour
and caprice. 'They have a vogue for a time,
and then fink into oblivion, It may, per-
haps, be apprehended, that if juftice were ~
allow’d to be a human invention, it muft be
placd on the fame footing. But the cafes
are widely different. The intereft, on which '
juftice is founded, is the greateft imaginable,
and extends to all times and places, It can-
not poflibly be fervd by any other inven-
tion. It is obvious, and difcovers itfelf on
the very firft formation of fociety. All thefe
caufes render the rules of juftice ftedfaft and
sjmmutable ; at leaft, as immutable as human
nature. And if they were founded on ori-
ginal inftincts, cowd they have any greater
ftability ?

Tue fame fyftem may help us to form a
juft notion of the bappinefs, as well as of
the dignity of virtue, and may intereft every
principle of our nature in the embracing
and cherifhing that noble quality. “Who in-
deed does not feel an acceffion of alacrity in

T 4 his
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his purfuits of knowledge and ability of
every kind, when he confiders, that befides
the advantage, which immediately refult
from thefe acquifitions, they alfo give him a
new luftre in the eyes of mankind, and are
univerfally attended with efteem and appro-
bation ? And who can think any advantages
of fortune a fufficient compenfation for the
leaft breach of the focial virtues, when he
confiders, that not only his character with
regard to others, but alfo his peace and in-
ward fatisfaGtion entirely depend upon his
ftrict obfervance of them 3 and that a mind
will never be able to bear its own furvey,
that has been wanting in its part to man-
kind and fociety ? But I forbear infifting on
this fubje@. Such refle@ions require a work
a-part, very different from the genius of the
prefent. The anatomift ought never to emu-
late the painter; nor in his accurate dif-
fe&ions and portraitures of the {maller parts
of the human body, pretend to give his
figures any graceful and engaging attitude or
expreflion. There is even {fomething hideous,
or at leaft minute in the views of things,
which he prefents; and’tis neceffary the ob-
jects thou’d be fet more at a diftance, and be
more cover'd up from fight, to make them

engaging to the eye and imagination. An

anatomift,



Book IIL. Of Morals. 281

anatomift, however, is admirably fitted toSEC T.
give advice to a pamtcr and ’tis even im- V1.
practicable to excel in the latter art, Wlth—m
out the affiftance of the former, We muft ‘-g;gf”
have an exa& knowledge of the parts, their
fituation and connexion, before we can de-

fign with any elegance or correGnefs, And

thus the moft abftra& fpeculations concern-

ing human nature, however cold and un-
entertaining, become fubfervient to praéti-

cal morality ; and may render this latter {ci-

ence more correct in its precepts, and more
pcrfuaﬁve in its exhortations,

APPEN-
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