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A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

EH A Ol

at the Cape of Geod Hope.—decount of that Settlement,

1‘{. E were no fooner landed than we all ‘went to wait
upon the governor, baron Joachim van Plettenberg,
a man .of a very liberal education, and extenfive know-
ledge, whofe politenefs and affability immediately gave
us a good opinion of him, From him we procecded
ro the other members of the council, and at laft retired
to take up our lodgings at Mr. Brand’s, now com-=
mander at Falfe bay, whofe houfe at the Cape town 1s
commonly frequented by the Englith captains who happen
to touch there, Almoft every inferior officer of the Dutch
Company’s government, the members of the council ex-
cepted, let their fupernumerary apartments to the officers
and paffengers in the various Englifh, French, Danifh, and
Swedifh fhips, which annually put in here, either on their
vovage from or back to Europe.
We were not a little pleafed with the contraft between
this colony, and the Portuguefe ifland of St. Jago, There
we
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wre had taken notice of a tropical country, with a tolerable

.ppearance, and capable of improvement, but utterly ne-

- . i 1 - WP S e B e g
gleted by its lazy and opprefled inhabitants; here, on

the contrary, we faw a ncat well-built town, all white,

rifing in the midft of a defart; furrounded by broken

o

mafles of black and dreary mountains ; or in other words,
the pi¢ture of fuccefsful induftry. Its appearance towards
the {ea-fide, 1s not quite fo picturelque as that of Funchal
The flore-houfes of the Dutch Eaft-India company, are all

o
K [

fituated neareft the water, and the private buildings lie
beyond them on a gentle afcent. The fort which com-
mands the road, is on the eaft fide of the town, but feems
not to be of great firength'; befides which, there are feveral
batteries on both fides. The ftreets in the town are broad,
and regular ; all the principal ones are planted with oaks,
and fome have in their middle a canal of running water,
which on account of its fmall quantity, they are obliged
to hufband by fluices, fo that parts of it are fometimes

r drained, and occafion no very pleafant fmell, The

el

national character of the Dutch firongly manifefts itfelf in
their fettlements being always fupplied
with canals, though reafon and common fenfe evidently

prove their noxious influence on the health of the in-
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Quanto preftantios eflet
¥ iridi fi margine clauderet undas
Herba, nec ingenuum violarent marmora tophum |

JuvENAL,

The houfes are built of brick, and many of them are
white wafhed on the outfide. The rooms are in general
lofty and fpacious, and very airy, which the hot climate
requires. There is but one church in the whole town,
and that is extremely plain, and feems to be rather too
fmall for the congregation. That fpirit of toleration,
which has been fo beneficial to the Dutch government a
home, is not to be met with in their colonies. It is but
very lately that they have fuffered even the Lutherans, to
build churches at Batavia, and at this place; and at the
prefent time, a clergyman of that perfuafion is not tole-
rated at the Cape, but the inhabitants are obliged to con-
tent themfelves with the chaplains of Danifh and Swedifh
Eaft-India-men, who give them a fermon, and adminfter
the facrament once or twice a year, and are very hand-
fomely rewarded. The government, and the inhabitants
do not give themfelves the trouble to attend to a circum-
ftance of fo little confequence in their eyes, as the re-
ligion of their flaves, who in general feem to have none
at all. A few of them follow the Mahommedan rite, and
weekly meet in a private houfe belonging to a free Ma-
homedan, in order to read, or rather chaunt feveral prayers,

and
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and chapters of the Koran. As they have no pricft among
them, they cannot partake of any other afts of wor-
{hip *.

The flaves belonging to the company, who amount to ! {i
feveral hundreds, are lodged and boarded in a fpacious .
houfe erected for that purpofe, where they are likewife ' || [
kept at work., Another great building ferves as an hofpi-
tal for the failors belonging to the Dutch Faft-India fhips, (|
which touch bere, and commonly have prodigious num- ’ 1
bers of fick on board, on their voyage from Europe to-
wards India. 'The vaft number of men, fometimes fix, ' |
feven, or eight hundred, which thefe fhips carry out to ! Il"i
{fupply the military in India, the {mall room to which ‘l'i‘
they are confined, and the fhort allowance of water and
falc provifion, they receive on a long voyage through the
torrid zone, generally make confiderable havock among
them: it is therefore no uncommon circumftance at the |
Cape, that a fhip on her paffage thither from Europe,

lofes eighty or a hundred men, and fends between two

® We would not be underftood to throw an odium on the Dutch in

4l
is well known that the negroes, who wear the chains of the Englith l|1
r = |

renchy - are equally neglefted @ it

fellow-feeling towards an unhappy race of

nations ; and to remind them whilt they enjoy, or frive te

1 of liberty, ta exert themfelves in afts of huma
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and three hundred others chs‘z“-'ﬁ oufly ill to the hofpital.

(=

fat no lefs deplorable than certain, is, that the fmall

expence and facility with which the zie~ve koapers atually

carry on their infamous trade of fupplying the India com-
pany with recruits, makes them lefs attentive to the pre-

fervation of health among thefe poor peopl

. Wlih | 2 v 2
c. '.\-Jln_...h_": is

more common, in this and other Duich colonies, than to
! .

meet with foldiers in the company's fervice who, upon

enquiry, acknowledge they have been kidnapped in Hol-

1
r

land. There is an apothecary's: fhop belonging to the

hofpital, where the moft neceflary remedies are prepared,

|
but no expenfive drug is to be found in ir, and the me-

thod of adminiftering to all the patients indifcriminately
out of two or three huge bottles, full of different prepa-
rations, fuflice to convince us, that the frefh air of the

land, and freth provifions here, contribute much more to

-
L1

the recovery of the fick, than the fkill of their phyficians.

17

Patients who are able to walk, are ordered to go up and

down the flreets every fair morning ; and all kinds of
0 1 . .

greens, pot-herbs, fallads, and antifcorbutics are raifed

for their ufe in an adjacent garden belonging to the com-

¥
pany. Travellers have fometimes praifed and fometimes
depreciated this garden, accerding to the different points
of view in which it has been confidered. It is true, a

tew regular walks of indiflerent encompafled witl
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to thofe who are ufed to admire the perfeftion of garden-
ing in England, or who contemplate in Holland and France

cyprels, box, and yew trees cut out into vafes, ftatues, and
p}'mmiri.ﬂ? or charmilles turned into pieces of architeure!
Bur confidering that the trees were planted in the begin-
ning of this century, more for ufe than ornament ; that
they fhelter the kitchen-herbs for the hofpital, againit the
deftruétive violence ef florms; and that they form the on-
ly thady and airy walks, comfortable to voyagers and fick
perfons in this hot climate, I cannot-wonder that fome
thould extoll as « a delightful fpot*®” what others con-
temptucufly call ¢ a friar’s garden 1.”

The day after our arrival, the aftronomers of both
fhips, Mr. Wales and Mr. Baily, fixed their inftruments
afhore, within a few yards of the identical fpot where
Meflrs. Mafon and Dixon had formerly made their afiro-
nomical obfervations. The fame day we began our bota-
nical excurfions in the country about the town., The
ground gradually rifes on all fides towards the three
mountains which lie round the bottom of the bay, keep-
ing low and level only near the fea-fide, and growing
fomewhat marfhy in the iflhmus between the Falfe and
Table bays, where a falt rivulet falls into the latter. The

* Commodore (now admiral) Byrow. See Hawkefworth's compilationg vol I;

- M, de Bougainville, See his Voyage round the World,
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marfhy part has fome verdure, but is intermixed with a
great deal of fand. The higher grounds, which from the
{ea fide have a parched and dreary appearance, are how-
ever covered with an immenfe variety of plants, amongfl
which are a prodigious number of {hrubs, but {carce one
or two {pecics that deferve the name of trees. There are
alfo a few {mall plantations wherever a little run of water
moiftens the ground. Abundance of infects of every
fort, feveral {pecies of lizards, land-tortoifes, and ferpents
frequent the dry fhrubbery, together with a great variety
of fmall birds. We daily brought home ample collections
of vegetables and animals, and were much furprifed to
find a great number, efpecially among the latter, entirely
unknown to natural hiftorians, though gathered in fields
adjacent to a town, from whence the cabinets and repofi-
tories of all Europe have been repeatedly fupplied with
numerous and valuable acquifitions to the {cience,

One of our excurfions was direéted to the Table moun-
tain. The afcent was very fteep, fatiguing, and difficulr,
on account of the number of loofe flones which rolled
away under our feet. About the middle of the mountain
we entered a bold grand chafm, whofe walls are perpen-
dicular and often impending rocks, piled up in {trata.
Small rills of water oozed out of crevices, or fell from
precipices in drops, giving life to hundreds of plants and
low fhrubs in the chafm, Another kind of vegetables,

Srowing
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difcerned the colony of Hottentot Holland, and the moun-

tains about Stellenbofch ; and on this fide we were delight-

ed with a number of plantations infulated by the vaft

heath, and finely contrafting their verdure with the reft of

the country: Among them we diftinguithed Conflantia,

famous in the annals of modern epicures. After a ftay of
-

two hours, finding

the air very cold and fharp on the
mountain, we defcended, very well pleafed with our ex-
curfion, and amply rewarded for the toilfome part of it,
by the beauty and extent of the profpect.

The country on the 5. E. fide of the Table mountain at-
iratted our particular attention, on account of the num-
ber of plantations on the floping grounds, and the variety
of plants which that part produced. Its appearance, efpe-
cially near the hills, is the pleafanteft on this fide of the
iithmus. By the fide of every little rivulet a plantation is
fituated, confifting of vineyards, corn-fields, and gardens,
and commonly furrounded with caks from ten to twenty
feet high, which enliven the country, and afford fhelter
againft ftorms. The late governor Tulbagh, who is look-
ed upon as a father to this colony, rebuilt feveral houfes
and gardens here, for the ufe of the governors, at Ronde-
bofch and Nicuw-land. They are plain, and have nothing
particular to recommend them, but that they are kept in
the belt order, conflift of fhady walks, and are well fup-
olied with water. The company’s granges or fheds are

alfo
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alfo erefted hereabouts; and a lintle farther on there is a
brewery, belonging to a private man, who has the exclu-
five privilege of brewing beer for the Cape. In a fine val-
ley, on the fide of the mountain, lies the plantation called
Paradife, remarkable for its delightful grove, and for pro
ducing feveral fruits, elpecially fuch as belong to tropical
climates, which come to great perfection there.

hat time commander in

o |
=

the feat of Mr. Kerfte, (at t
bay) was the boundary of our excurfions on this fide. We
were here received with real hofpitality, which our worthy
hoft had brought from Germany, his native country.
During a few days it was the centre of our botanical ram-
bles, which always furnithed us with an abundant har-

greateft apprehenfions that with all

velt, and gave us the g

our efforts, we alone would be unequal to the tafk of col-

le¢tine

g, defcribing, drawing, and preferving (all at the

{fame Limc] fuch muluwdes of fpecics, in countries where
every one we gathered would in all probability be a non-
defcript. It was therefore of the utmoft importance, if we
meant not to neglett any branch of nataral knowledge, to
endeavour to find an afliftant well gualified to go hand
and hand with us in our undertakings. We were fortu-
nate enough to meet with a man of fcience, Dr, Sparrman,
at this place, who after ftudying under the father of bo-
tany, the great Sir Charles Linng, had made a voyage to

China, and another to the Cape in purfuit of knowledge

]\J': :‘i '_.i-l! P
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The idea of gathering the treafures of nature in countries

hitherto unknown to Europe, filled his mind fo entirely,

that he immediately engaged to accompany ‘us on our

circumnavigation ; in the courfe of - which, T am proud to

¥

PR g T g e T i [ CRES E R T S i1
fay, we have found him an enthufiaft in his {cience, well
~ L T T CRRE T ST T e LTS IS i T !

L 01N MEdiCal KIoWiLael ._";C! and endac cd withh a I‘JLLHE

of the warmelt feelings, and worthy of a philofo-

1 great difcoveries

far from mecting with f{uc

in natural hiftory, as had been made in Lieut. Cook’s firft

R AAE SR e ey S .1: | 2
-.u__-i"d‘ on a new connnent =, WwWe were E'?l._J.“_: i o content

onrfelves wit of a few {fmall iflands. which

we could imperfectly inveltigate in the fhort {paces of fome-

times a few hours, or a few days, or to the utmoft of a few

weeks, 1n unfavourable {eafons.
During our ftay at the Cape, the people on board our
and payed the fides,

and other neceflary articles

16 1 l;';'.'.'l L

thip fet up t ferubbed

and took in fome brandy

e, I o T =
for the Crew, tog

of provifion gether with feveral theep for

the captains an Several rams and ewes were
ikewife brought aboard,
l-jl_\.-

l[. FECI .ﬁﬂ"}f

intended as prefents to the natives

of the South but the length of the voyage, and our

run to the reduced them fo much, that this

purpole was entirely defeated. In order to purfue

with greater

: £ cer-

our refearches after natural knowledge

New Holland,
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tainty of fuccefs, we likewife bought a water-fpaniel here,

in hopes that this anima 11 would prove ufeful in fetching
any game which fell out of our reach. It was with great

dificulty we could meet with one, and we were obliged to
pay an exhorbitant price for it; though it afrerwards proved
of little fervice. It may feem fuperfluous to mention fo
rifling an occurrence as this, but I believe it is hardly
imagined, how great a number of liitle objelts are to be
many weightier concerns, by a traveller
who means to improve his time to the utmoit .“.-:{v?u::L;::;:.-.

On the 22d we brought all our baggage on boa and
the fame day we failed from Table bay. l‘rcvmua to the
mention of farther occurrences, I fhall here endeavour to
give a fuccin account of the ftate of this Dutch colony,
which it is hoped will afford fatisfactory inftruétion to my
readers.

The fouthermoft extremity of Africa, circumnavigated
fo early as the times of the Egyptian king Necho, and

again in the reign of Prolem=us Lathyrus®, was onee more

* The proofs of this allertion ave enumerated in- Sehmidt Opufe, dilll iv. o

# P 160, and more fully in Schlézer Handlungs

oY, N

Grelchichte {or r of Commerce) p. 300, Herodotus exprelsly. fays,
that Africa is L"uji-_ml.-.._.J by the fea, and that this was found out by fome Phee=

nician mariners (ent out for that purpele by Pharach Necho from the Fed Sea,

who returncd by the Mediterranean, lib. iv. cap. g2, Strabo, lib. ii.
mentiens the exped lition of one L' idoxus round Africa, in the of Peolem

Lathyrus «+ and according to Dliny, the Carthaginians likewife have cxplored
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dilcovered in later times, by Bartolomeo Diaz, a Portuguefe
navigator, in the year 1487. Valco de Gama was the firlt
who made a voyage to India round it in 1497, which was
looked upon as a kind of prodigy. It remained however
ufelels to Europeans till the year 16 50, when Van-Riebeck,
a Dutch furgeon, firft faw the advantage that would ac-
crue to the Eaft-India Company in Holland, from a fettle-
ment fo convenient a diftance both from home and

at
from India. The colony which he founded, has ever fince
continued in the hands of the Dutch, and increafed in
value for a confiderable time after his deceafe.

The governor depends immediately upon the Eaft-India
Company, and bas the rank of an FEdedle Heer, the title
given to the members of the fupreme council of Batavia.
He prefides here over a council confifting of the fecond,
or deputy governor, the fifcal, the major (who commands
the fort), the fecretary, the treafurer, the comptroller of
provifions, the comptroller of liquors, and the book-keeper;
each of which has a branch of the Company's commerce
afligned to his care, This council has the whole manage-
ment of the civil and military departments, but the de-

puty-governor prefides over another, named the court of

the coaft of that continent. Hift. Nat. lib, ii. cap. 67. Er Hanne,

potentia floremtzy civewmveltus a Gadibus ad finemn Arvabice, navigationem eam prodidis

O
Cartbaginis

ferapita,
i F

juftice,
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juftice, which tries all offences and crimes, and confifts of

fome of the members of the former ; but no two relations
can fit and have vote in the fame council, to prevent the
influence of parties.

The income of the governor is very confiderable, for
befides a fixed appointment, and the ufe of houfes, gardens,
proper furniture, and every thing that belongs to his table,
he receives about ten dollars for every leagre of wine
which the Company buy of the farmer, in order to be
exported to Batavia. The company allows the fum of
forty dollars for each leagre, of which the farmer receives
but twenty-four ; what remains is fhared between the go-
vernor, and fecond or deputy, the former taking two thirds,
which fometimes are faid to amount to 4ocoo0 dollars per
annum. The fecond governor has the direftion of the
company’s whole commerce here, and figns all orders to
the different departments under him, as well as the
governor to others. He and the fifcal bave the rank of
apper keopman. The fifcal is at the head of the police, and
fees the penal laws put in execution ; his income confifts
of fines, and of the duties laid on certain articles of com-
merce, but if he be friét in exacting them, he is univerfally
detefted. The found policy of the Dutch have likewife
found it neceflary to place the filcal as a check, to over-awe
the other officers of the company, that they may not
gounteract the interefts of their mafters, or infringe the

laws
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laws of the mother country. He is to that end, comnion-
ly well verfed in juridical affairs, and depends folely upon
the mother country, The major (at prefent Mr, Von Prehn,

who received us with great politenefs) bas the rank of

koopman or merchant: this circumfllance furprifes a flranger
who in all other European ftates, is ufed to fee mi

honours confer diftinttion and precedence, and appears {lill
'l

|'-| 1

more {ingular to one who knows the contraft in this par-

ticular between Holland and Ruflia, where the idea of mi-

litary rank is annexed to every place, even that of a

profeflor at the univerfity. The number of regular fol-
diers at this colony amounts to about 700, of which joe
torm the garrifon of the fort, near the Cape town, The

nhabitants capable of bearing arms form a militia of

4000 men, of whom a confiderable part may be affembled

in a few hours, by means of fignals made from alarm

o~

places in different parts of the country. We may from
hence make fome eftimate of the number of white people

: | % T chicl T ot rafiar {7 - . h- -
in this colony, which is at prefent (o extenfive, that the
cigant ictiiements are apogve 1 I1 h".lh

s Journey from the
Cape ; but thefe remote parts lic fometimes more than a
day's journcy from each other, are furrounded by various

5 Ry & ; 1 o ATl | IR —— | Fanl +ha o o
allons or Hottentots, and too freguently feel the want of

protection from their own government at that diftance.

2 ol DO

he flaves in the colony are at lealt in the proportion of

The principal inhabi-

T YRR

= . o oir b e
Qr IMorc, (O one white 1..... 1on,
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tants at the Cape have fometimes from

which are in general treated with great lenity, and fome-

times become favourites with their mafters, who

giv e

them very good cloathing, but oblige them to wear neither

thoes nor flockings, referving thele articles to themfelves.

The {lax

' - N S S Waala " o ”
ly brought from Madagafcar, and a

annually goes from the Cape thither on that

ere are however, belides them, a number of Ma-

lays and Bengalefe, and fome negroes, The colonifts

mlalooe aees Emm o —— ) - # o z=1 8 | ",
\lelves are for the greatelt part e with 1ome
¢

rmans,

of Dutch, and fome of French proteftants, The

character of the inhabitants of the town is mixed.

They

are induftrious, but fond of good living, hofpitable, and

fociable ; though accuftomed to elr apartments to

firangers ¥ for the time they touch at this fettlement, and
ufed to be complimented with rich prefents of ftuffs, &c.
a :

by the oflicers of merchant fhips, have no great

The y

. A T o T pan. SR [ L "y PPN .
opportunities of acquiring knowledge, there being no

|y B b L e P e S L . o |
public fchools of note at the Cape:

IIEN are

"
(NI yoOung
L

5 ~ 5 : = o ;
LUGLETOIE COmI --.'.'-'-.; enet o '_.lk_,'lu.:..'. I0I _'J\.'-h!i}i\_.".ﬂ;l‘].n.,..'.f dlicl

[ " S i risie P R iy Lo PR ELtly PRy FRR B = 1aTl N

LIICLY - '\I.]I.-!\..[l_ COLC LE1CHL 15 [_IJJ TII11CE] aJ-\.,‘.:".._-\. i_q_,.l..l‘. J!"l. !'—lJ_.L] '_-Ijr_

diflike to reading, and the want of public amufements,
1. g T P - . \ ¥ . N

make their converfation uninterelling and too frequently

® The terms are mentioned in Licut, Cook’s

compilation, val, IIL, p. 788. ‘The members of the

n this relpect.

1774
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ich is commonly carried to a
eculiar to little towns. The French,

Englifh, Portuguefe, and Malay languages are very com-

monly fpoken, and many of the ladies have acquired
[Nem. 11115 togetiier witlhh thc a --'L"".'.".-.'_'___--

s of finging, dancing, and plaving a tune on the lute
| A ALl 5 45 ""‘-‘“‘“'jj €L k LS. I‘ (2] Lhalhe Jid LA Ak ¥
| ____1,'_| I 4 B '|' ;__ - r|||'"r"'."-'-.|--|-1 ns e B S --\..I_‘u'u YR A a
ireguaently united 1n an Agreca i Fa...'lu.u.:, IMagse AMmcnRads
= froad = i il e 2 2 e o o [ R et
for the want of refined manners and delicacy of fentiment.
[ pol TR e e L S B ;
1 nhere are ];L;‘.“,\_','.-._l ;'..;"..j::!:_‘ tnc ]_"'].'. !'_11.".‘.1]: 1INNALTANEE, 1""-_1—
I C 1 . 1 ] - - -|-l- -y x
foris of both fexes, whole whole deportment, xteniive
¥ Py oL Fan (e O T, N i S o [ SR
annd well-culiivated underftanding would be ad-
& i P o Bl i B prle b iy i Y AT g T
mired and L:umgmukﬂd even in Europe ~, i [le1r curcum-

re in general eafy, and often very aflluent, on
L) -

heap rate at which the neceflaries of life
d s but they feldom amafs fuch pro-

here as at Batavia, and I was told the
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hundred thoufand dollars, or about twenty-two thoufand

five hundred pounds fterling.

The farmers in the country are very plain hofpitable

people ; but thofe who dwell in the remoteft {ettlements
5

town, and are faid to be very ignorant;

come (o

this may eafily be conceived, becaufe they have no better
) )
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fix or eight thoufand fheep, of which they drive great
droves to town every year ; but lions and buffaloes, and
the fatigue of the journcy, deftroy numbers of their cat-
tle before they can bring them fo far, They commonly
take their families with them in large waggons covered
with linen or leather, fpread over hoops, and drawn by
eight, ten, and fometimes twelve pair of oxen. They
bring butter, mutton-tallow, the fleflh and fkins of fea-
cows (hippopotamus), together with lion and rhinoceros’

ikins, to fell. They have feveral flaves, and commonly en-

r
gage in their fervice feveral Hottentots of the poorer fort,
and (as we were told) of the tribe called Bofchemans or
Bufhmen, who have no caule of their own, but common-
ly fubfit by hunting or by committing depredations on
their neighbours. The opulent farmers {fet up: a young
beginner by intrufting to his care a flock of four or five
hundred fheep, which he leads to a diftant fpot, where he
finds plenty of good grafs and water; the one half of all
the lambs which are yeaned fall to his fhare, by which
means he foon becomes as rich as his benefactor.

Though the Dutch company feem evidently to difcourage
all new fettlers, by granting no lands in private property,
yet the produéts of the country have of late years fufficed
not only to fupply the Ifles of France and Bourbon with
corn, but likewife to furnith the mother country with fe-
veral fhip Joads. Thefe exports would certainly be made

at
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at an eafier rate than at prefent, if the fettlements did not
extend fo far into the country, from whence the produdts
muft be brought to the Table bay by land carriage, on
roads which are almoft impaflable. The intermediate
fpaces of uncultivated land between the different fettle-
ments are very extenfive, and contain many f{pots fit for
agriculture ; but one of the chief reafons why the colonifts

are {fo much divided and fcattered throu

f]

ghout the country,
is to be met with in another regulation of the company,
which forbids every new fetiler to eftablifh himfelf within
a. mile of another. It is evident that i1f this fettlement
were i the hands of the commonwealth, it would have
attained to a great population, and a degree of opulence
and {plendor, of which it has not the lealt hopes at pre-
fent: But a private company of Eaft-India merchants find
their account much better in keeping all the landed pro-
perty to themfelves, and tying down the colonift, left he
fhould become too great and powerful.

The wines made at the Cape are of the greateft variety
poilible, The beft, which is made at M. Vander Spy’s
plantation of Conflantia, is fpoken of in Europe, more
by report than from real knowledge ; thirty leagres # at
the utmoft are annually raifed of this kind, and each
leagre fells for about fifty pounds on the fpot, The vines
from which it is made were originally brought from

= A ]l.':u"_;_:«': contains about one hundred and :_'i;:l.h: g.-.'.'_:_':'_s, or 4 pipe

Shiraz:
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Shiraz in Perfia. Several other forts grow in the

bourhood of that plantation, which produce a fweet rich

wine, that gczlcraél}' pafles for genuine Conftantia in

Europe. French plants of burgundy, mufcade, and fron-
o b |

tienan have E'.E:C'-.'.'ilc

been tried, and have fucceeded ex-
treruely well, fometimes producing wines fuperior to thofe

of the original foil, An excellent dry wine, which has a

3T e

flight agreeable tartnefs, is commonly drank in the prin-

cipal l’unili-.‘s, and is made of Madeira vines tranfplanted

to the Cape. Several low forts, not entircly difagreeable,
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The Hottentots or aboriginal inhabitants of this coun-
try, have retired into the interior parts, and their neareft
s about a hundred miles from the Cape
own. From thence they fometimes come down with their
own cattle, or atte e Dutch farmers who conduct their
flocks to town for fale. 'We had no opportunity to make
new obfervations upon them, as we only faw a few 1n-
s, in whom we could nort difcern any peculiarities
but fuch as have already been defcribed Lﬁju Peter Kolben,
in his Prefent State of the Cape of Good I-Iupc, &c, The
circumftantial . accounts given by this intelligent man,
have been confirmed to us by the principal inhabitants
of the Cape town, It is true, that he has been mifin-

formed in regard to fome circumftances ; and that others,

| ke ¥ | Sl [, g 2 -~ sl e, A
relative to the colony, bave at prelent another ap-
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pearance than in his time: but he ftill remains the beft
author that can be confulted on the fubjeét, and as fuch
we will venture to refer our readers to him.,

We have had an occafion to obferve feveral fafts al-
ledged in Kolben, and we likewife find them mentioned
in Lieutenant Cook’s voyage. See Hawkelworth’s com-
pilation Vol, IIL p. 789, &c.. The Abb¢ de la Caille, an
aflronomer, in the account of his voyage, which was pub-

lithed foon after his death, has endeavoured to ruin the

credit of Kolben’s book, without giving us any thing better
in its ftead. 'We thould not have ventured to mention fo
fuperficial a performance, as that of the Abb¢&, were it not
neceflary to vindicate from his afperfions, the charaéer of
Kolben, as a faithful and accurate obferver. The Abbé
lived with a family at the Cape, who were of a party di-
reCtly oppolite to that which had fupported Kolben. He
daily heard invectives againft him, and never failed to
write them down, in order to give himfelf importance
at the expence of the other,

Nul n'aura d'fprit

]
i

Hors nous et nos amis. BorLeav.

The extremity

¥
o

of Africa towards the fouth is a mafs of

Ingh mountains, of which the outermoft are black, craggy,

and barren, confifling of a coarfe granite, which contains
no heterogencous parts, fuch as perrified fhells, &c. nor

ally
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any volcanic produ&tions. The cultivated fpots which we

faw had a flif clay mixed with a litle fand and {mall
pieces of flone ; but the plantations towards Falfe bay are
almoft entirely on a {andy foil. The colon ¥ of Stellen-
bofch is faid to have the moft fertile foil of all at the Cape,

+1

and the different plantations thrive there incomparably bet-
ter than any where clfe, particularly the European oaks,
which are {aid to have attained a confiderable height and
flourithing appearance, whilft l!":['} do not feecm to fucceed
near the town, where the talleft we faw was not above
thirty feet high. The interior mountains are certainly
metallic, and contain iron and copper; fpecimens of ores
of both kinds were f‘”w.n. to us by Mr, Hemmy, and fome
tribes of Hottentots melt both thefe metals ; from whence
we may conclude, that the ores they employ muift be rich
and eafy of fufion. Hot {prings are likewile found at
feveral places in the interior country; and the inhabitants
of the Cape Town refort to one of them at the diftance of
about three days journey, which is famous for curing cu-
tancous and other diftempers, and is probably of a fulphu-
Teous nature,
The variety of plants in this country is furprifing. In
the little time we ftaid there, we obferved feveral new E"p:-

cies growing in the environs of the town , where we fhoulec

leaft have expetted them, And though the colleétions of
former botanifts from hence are very ample, yet Dr.
Yory L AV SPARRMAN

o2
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SparrmanN and the learned Dr. Tuunserc ¥ have gathered
above a thoufand fpecies entirely unknown before, The
animal kingdom is proportionably rich ‘in the variety of
its productions. The greateft quadrupeds, the elephant,
the rhinoceros, and the giraffe or camelopard, inhabit this
extremity of Africa; the two firlt were formerly found within
fifty miles of the Cape, but have been fo much purfued
and hunted, that they are rarely feen at prefent within
many days journey. The rhinoceros particularly is fo
{fcarce, that the government have iffued an order to pre-
vent its being entirely extirpated. The hippopotamus,
there called a fea-cow, which formerly ufed to come as far
as Saldanha bay, is likewife fo feldlom feen at prefent,
that none muit be killed within a confiderable diftance of
the Cape. lis meat is eaten here, and reckoned a great
dainty: the tafte in my opinion is that of coarfe beef, but
the fat rather refembles marrow. This animal feeds en-

tirely cn vegetables, and we were told can only dive a

® An eminent difeiple of Linné, who after arranging and. claffing Dr.
Burmann’s herbals at Lr}'dcr:, ftudied botany during three years at the Cape,
and having made immenfe acquifitions to fcience, was fent to Batavia, at the
expence of the Dutch Eaft-India company, in order to proceed to Japan in
1775. 'The fame gentleman was fo obliging, at Dr, Sparrman’s requeft, to

take with him, on one of his excurhons, Francis Malion, Lr\:d.rl-n.'-_--.": in the Royal

garden at Kew, who had been fent to the Cape on board the Refolution, in order
to colleft live plants and feeds for the botanical garden. Under Dr. Thunberg’s
kind guidance, who pointed out to him what was worthy of notice, he has
made and broug 14

i |
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The wild buffalo

{hort fpace;, not exceeding thirty yards.
is another huge {1L1;1dr11.p;:[1, which now inhabits the more

|

remote fertlements of the Cape, and 15 {aid to have prodi-

gious ftrength and ferocity, Its horns refembles thoie of

the American wild ox (%ian), and are reprefented in the
: 1 - T ] 1 §F, Tey #yny 17 T
ixth wvol. of M. de Buffon’s Namral Hillory The Fren
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counters, and his fellow-traveller, the Dutch company’s
cardener. narrowly cfcaped between two trecs A young
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one, about three years old, belonging to the {fecond gover-

y A 5 Sy wvith v famme fver e
nor, was put before a waggon, with fix tame oxen, but
]"I-" Fremorly waa Sirhy ] S - ot "“'II" nor ImoOve 'I I"="I E
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tles, the flender make of its limbs {feems to refem-
le an horfe or an antelope, more than its cogencric ani-
n . This fpecies we have drawn and deferibed, and it
a8 been broncht over to the menagerie of the Prince of

ranoe, 4 has alwavs bren ENOWID as L3€ counti
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the beautiful genus of gazelles or antelopes * and the

lifferent names which have been improperly given to its

L
fpecies, have hitherto not a little contributed to obfcurc

our knowledee of them. A number of the fierceft beafts

el o

of prey likewife infeft the Cape, and the colonifts can never
be at fufficient pains to extirpate them. Lions, leopards,
tyger-cats, ftriped and fpotted hy=nas, (Pennant’s Syn. of

Quadr.) jackals, and feveral others, live on the numerous

# WWe can D_:]::_." except a Fewr |"|',|::'|-.':'~ found in India, and other parts of

Afia, and one in Europe, The different fpecies at the Cape are remarkable,
fome for the elegance of their fhape, fome for their colours, their horns, or their
fize. The Coodoo, or Kolben's bock abne namen (goat without a name), from
whence the name of M. de Buffon’s Condoma is probably derived, is the flrep-
ficeros of Linné¢ and Pallas, and its height is that of a horfe. Its leaps are faid

]

to be of an aftonil reipht The Cape clk of Kolben, Pallas’s antelipe arys,

"

ihout the fize of a

The bonte bock is the A, feripta of Dr. Pallas.  The
l 5
1

Al

of Pallas, The Egyptian antelope, Linné's and Pallas’s gazella, and M, de

.
Lo

Buffon"s is here called gems-bock or chamois, which it doss not in the

The blue antelope, |:;.,-'r.-r.r;:,-._~ boek) is really of a blueith colour,
:d foon lofes the wvelvet-like appearance of its fur. The fpring-
eautiful {pecies, named A, pygargus by Pallas, live in vaft herds in the
interior parts of Africa, and travel to the fouth ward in the fummer feafon, in
fearch of food, attended by many lions, panthers, hymnas, and jackals, which

OF this fpecies we had the honour to prefent one to Her

Two fmall fpecies, with feveral varieties not hitherto noticed,

incipal inhabitants with venifon of a fine flavour. Their fize is

shat of a fawn of the fallow.deer. The duper; or diving antelope, fo called
from hiding itfelf among the bufhes when purfued, and only emerging from time

to time, is not yet fufficiently Known, and the animal named a roebuck here;

deferves the farther attention of travellers.

fpecies
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fpecies of antelopes, on hares, jerbuas, cavie, and many
lefler quadrupeds with which the country abounds. The
number of birds is likewife very great, and among them
many are arrayed in the brighteft colours. Icannot help
mentioning, in confirmation of Kolben's accounts, that we
have feen two {pecies of f{wallows at the Cape, though

! .. s q -
the Abbé de la Caille cenfures him for {peaking of them,

becaufe they did not occur to himfelf, The Abbé alfo
commits a miflake with regard to the knorhan, which is
|} 1

not a gelinote or grous, as he calls ir, but the African

buftard. Upon the whole, it would be eafy to refute al-

o, - ! . .-
moft every criticifm which the Abbe¢ has pafled on Kolben,

if a work of fo little merit deferved fo much attention,.

Reptiles of all kinds, ferpents, (among which are many
whofe bite is mortal,) and a variety of infets fwarm about
the Cape; and its fhores likewife abound in well-tafted
fifhes, many of which are not yet known to the natura-
lit. In fhort, notwithftanding the many {poils of the ve-
getable and animal kingdom, which have been brought
from Africa, its immenfe interior countries remain almoft
entirely unknown to the prefent time, and ftill contain
great treafures of matural knowledge, which wait the

future invefligation of another THuNBERG or another

CHAPL
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