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A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD
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diclorage in O-Aitepeha barbour, on the leffer peninfula of O-Taheitee.
— Account of our flay there.~—Removal to Matavai Bay,

Devenere Iocos letos et ameena vircta

Fortunatorum nemorum, fedelgue beatas.

Largior hic campos =ther, et lumine veftit

Purl}u[ﬁﬁl. Vircir,

T was one of thofe beautiful mornings which the poets
of all nations have attempted to defcribe, when we
faw the ifle of O-Taheitee,within two miles before us. The
eaft-wind which had carried us fo far, was entirely vanifhed,
and a faint breeze only wafted a delicious perfume from
the land, and curled the furface of the fca. The mountains,
clothed with forcfls, rofe majeftic in various {piry forms,
on which we already perceived the light of the rifing fun :

nearer to the eve a lower range of hills, eafier of afcent,

(==
appeared, wooded like the former, and coloured with feveral
pleafing hues of green, foberly mixed with autumnal
browns, At their foor lay the plain, crowned with its

fertile bread-fruit trees, over which roie innumerable

palms, the princes of the grove. Here every thing feemed

ik

as yet afleep, the morning fcarce dawned, and 2 peaceful

fhade ftill refted on the landlcape. We difcerned however,
a number of houfes among the trees, and many €anocs
hauled
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hauled up aleng the fandy beaches. About half a mile
from the fhore a ledge of rocks level with the water,
extended parallel to the land, on which the furf broke,
leaving a {mooth and fecure harbour within. The fun be-
ginning to illuminate the plain, its inhabitants arofe,
and cnlivened the fcene. Having perceived the large
veflels on their coaft, feveral of them haftened to the beach,
launched their canoes, and paddled towards us, who were
highly delighted in watching all their occupations.

The cances foon pafled through the openings in the reef,
and one of them appreoached within hale. In it were two
men almoft naked, with a Kind of turban on the head, and a
fath round their waift, They waved a large green leaf,
and accofted us with the repeated exclamation of tays */
which even without the help of vocabularies, we could
cafily tranflate into the expreflion of proffered friendfhip.
The canoe now came under our flern, and we let down
a prefent of beads, nails, and medals to the men. In re-
turn, they handed up to us a green flem of a plantane,
which was their fymbol of peace, with a defire that it
might be fixed in a confpicuous part of the veflel, It was
accordingly ftuck up in the main fhrouds, upon which
our new friends immediately returned towards the land.
i1

In a fhort time we faw great crouds of people on the {ea-

fbore gazing at us, while numbers in confequence of this

gl = e : o S L ey . z
# oce bougamville’s Voyage, Englifh Edition, p. 21
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treaty of peace, which was now firmly eftablifhed, launched
their canoes, and loaded them with various produdtions of
their country. In lefs than an hour we were furrounded
by an hundred canoes, each of which carried one, two,
three, and fometimes four perfons, who placed a perfect
confidence in us, and had no arms whatfoever. The wel-

come found of tey refounded on all fides, and we re-

turned it with a degree of heart-fele pleafure, on this fa-
vourable change of our fituation. Coco-nuts, and plan-
tanes in great quantity, bread-fruit and feveral other veget-
ables, befides fome frefh fith were offered to us, and
eagerly exchanged for tranfparent beads, and fmall nails.
Picces of cloth, fith-hooks, hatchets of ftone, and a number
of tools, were likewife bronght for fale and readily difpofed
of ; and many canoes kept plying between us and the
{hore, exhibiting a piure of a new kind of fair. I im-
mediately began to trade for natural productions through
the cabin-windows, and in half an hour had' got together
two or three {pecies of unknown birds, and a: great number
of new fithes, whofe colours while alive were exquifitely
beautiful, I therefore employed the morning in fketching
their outlines, and laying on the vivid hues, before they
difappeared in the dying objects.

The people around us had mild features, and a pleafing
countenance ; they were about our fize, of a pale mahogan;
brown, had fine black hairand eyes, and wore a piece of cloth
round
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round their middle of their own manufafture, and another
wrapped about the head in various picturefque fhapes like a
turban.. Among them were feveral females, pretty enough to
attraét the attention of Europeans, who had not feen their
own country-women for twelve long months paft. Thefc
wore a piece of cloth with a hole in the middle, through
which they had pafled the head, fo that one part of the
garment hung down behind, and the other before, to the
knees; a fine white cloth like a muflin, was pafled over this
in various elegant turns round the body, a little below the
breaft, forming a kind of tunic, of which one turn fome-
times fell gracefully acrofs the thoulder, If this drefs had
not entirely that perfet form, fo juflly admired in the
draperies of the ancient Greek flatues, it was however in-
finitely fuperior to our expectations, and much more ad-
vantageous to the human figure, than any modern fathion
we had hitherto feen. Both fexes were adorned, or rather
disfigured, by thofe fingular black ftains, occafioned by

puncturing the fkin, and rubbing a black colour into the

g
wounds, which are mentioned by former voyagers. They
were particularly vifible on the loins of the common men,
who went almoft naked, and exhibited a proof how litule
the ideas of ornament of different nations agree, and yet
how generally they all have adopted fuch aids 1o their
perfonal perfection. It was not long before fome of thefe
good people came aboard. 'That peculiar gentlenefs of

difpofition
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difpofition, which is their general characteriflic, immediate-
ly manifefted itfelf in all their looks and aftions, and
gave full employment to thofe, who made the human
heart their fludy. They exprefled feveral marks of affec-
tion in their countenance, took hold of our hands, leaned
on our fhoulder, or embraced us. They admired the white-
nefs of our bodies, and frequently pufhed afide our clothes
from the breaft, as if to convince themfelves that we were
made like them.

Many of them feeing us defirous of learning their lan-
guage, by afking the names of various familiar objects, or
repeating fuch as we found in the vocabularies of former
voyagers, took great pains to teach us, and were much
delighted when we could catch the juft pronunciation of a
word. For my own part, no language feemed eafier to
acquire than this; every harfh and fibilant confonant being
banithed from ir, and almoft every word ending in a vowel.
The only requilite, was a nice ear to diftinguifh the numer-
ous modification of their vowels, which muft naturally oc-

cur in a language confined to few confonants, and which,
-~

once rightly underftood, give a great degree of delicacy to

converfation. Amongh feveral other obfervations, we im-

mediately found that the O or E with which the greateit
part of the names and words in licutenant Co ik's firft
voyage, begin, is nothing eclfe than the article, which
many eaftern languages aflix to the greater part of iheir

VoL. L 15 | fub-
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277 {ubflantives, In confequence of this remark, I fhall

always in the fequel either omit this prefix, or feparate
| r o

it from the word itelf by a hyphen: and I cannot help

taking notice that M. de Bougainville has been fortunate

PLOR N W

’ enough to catch the name of the ifland without the addi-
tional O, and exprefled it as well as the nature of the
French language will permit, by Taiii, which, with the
i addition of a {light afpirate, we pronounce Tabeitee, or

| Tahitee.
) I Seeing an opening in the reef before us, which was the
entrance to the harbour of Whai-Urua, in the lefler penin-
| fula of O-Taheitee, we fent a boat to found in ir, which

found convenient :‘.nch{}:';lgc. The boat afterwards Iﬂ'ﬂf:u:::!.

il ed to the fhore, where a croud of the natives gathered

I round ir, and we heard the fqueaking of pigs, which was

t at this time a more welcome found 1o us, than the muiic

i of the moflt brilliant performer. O©Our people, however,

' were not fo fortunate as to purchafe any of them, all their

offers being conflantly refufed, under the pretext that thefe
animals belonged to the ares, or King.

A canoe now came alongfide, of a fomewhat larger fize

:. than the reft, and brought a handfome man, above fix feet

high, and three women, who all came on board. The

i

man who immediately informed wus, that his name was
i I = = & " "
! O-Tai, feemed to be a perfon of fome confequence in this
part of the ifland, and we fuppofed he belonged to that
clafs
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clafs of vaffals, or frecholders, who arc called Manahounas 5.5y, '.i
in the firt voyage of captain Cook. He came on the ..i
quarter-deck, to all appearance thin nking, thata place where |
our chiefs were ftationed, beft became him. He was re~ |
markable fairer than any of the natives we had yet feen, and

refembBled in colour the Welt Indian Meftizos. His features I
were really handfome and regular; he had a high forehead, |
arched eyebrows, large black eyes, {parkling with expref-
fion, and a well-proportioned nofe; there was fomething
remarkably fweet and engaging about his mouth; the lips
were prominent, but not difagreeably large; an d his beard
was black, and finely frizzled ; his bair was of a jetty co- Hi |
lour, and fell in ftrong curls down his neck; but feeing
that we all had ours :'ll.u:m‘ﬂ.._ he made ufe of a black filk
neckcloth, which Mr. Clerke made him a prefent of, to imi-
wate our fathion. The bedy was in general well propor-
tioned, though fomewhat too lufly, and his feet were ra~
ther too large to harmonize perfeétly with the refl, By
the help of vocabularies we afked this man {everal quel-
tions. One of the firlt was, whether Too tahdah was well?
to this we were anfwered, that he was dead, being ];':[L;:ﬁ! j
by the men of Tiarraboo, or the {maller peninfula, and

that O-Aheatua was e-aree, or the king of the latter ; which i |
vas confirmed by all the other natives. Of his three fe-
male companions, one was his wife, and the other two

- 2 I: 1 T 1 - T 1
his fiters : the latter took grc_ll plca are ii teaching us to

call
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a2 call them by their names, which were both fufficiently
harmonious, one was called Maroya, and the other Marorai,

| M i . 4 .
They were ftill fairer than O-Tai, but their ftature was

' fmall in comparifon to his, being at lealt nine or ten inches

lefs. The laft mentioned was a graceful figure, with the
moft delicate and beautiful contours, in the hands and all
ol above the zone. Their face was round, and their features

l far from being fo regular as thofe of the brother; but an
ineffable {mile fat on their countenances, They feemed
never to have been aboard of a thip before, fo much were
they ftruck with admiration on beholding its variety of
! objects. They did not content themfelves with coking

around the deck, but defcended into the officers cabins,

x

whither a gentleman conduéted them, and curioufly exa-
mined every part. Marorai took a particular fancy to a

of fheets which fhe faw fpread on one of the beds,

. pair

| " o . 3
and made a number of fruitlefs attempts to obtain them

from her conduéor. He propofed a fpecial favour as the

condition ; fhe hefitated fome time, and at laft with feem-~

ik

ing reluctance confented; but when the viftim was juft

led to the altar of Hymen, the fhip ftruck violently on the

reef, and interrupted the folemnity. The affrighted lover,

more fenfible of the danger than his fair miftrefs, {lew in

p
i hafte upon deck, whither all the reft of our people crowded

|
¥ from their feveral occupations. The tide, during a perfect

4

1 . . * i ¥ N
| -alm, had driven us by infenfible degrees towards the reef

]
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of rocks:; and actually fet us upon 1t, before we could 1773 I
- AUGUET. I
!

adl

come into the entrance of the harbour, which was as it

were within our ' Repeated fhocks made our fitua- ,

reacii,
tion every moment more terrifying; however, providenti- i
ally there was no fwell which broke with any violence |
on the rocks, and the fea-breeze, which muft have brought I
on abfolute deftrucion to us, did not come in all day. The
officers, and all the paflengers, exerted themfelves indifcri- f.-
minately on this occafion, hoifted out the launch, and af

terwards by heaving upon an anchor, which had been car-

ried out to a litle diftance, fucceeded in bringing the veflcl

afloat, The natives on board, feeing us work fo hard,

aflilted us in manning the capftan, hauling in ropes, and
performing all forts of labour. If they had had the leaft
fpark of a treacherous difpofition, they could not have
found a better opportunity of diftrefling us ; but they ap-
proved themfelves good-natured, and friendly in this, as
on all other occafions. The heat during this violent exer-

tion of our firength was immenfe ;. the thermometer being

upwards of ninety degrees in the fhade, and the fun blaz-

in a perfely clear fky. The Adventure was clofe to _
i

in

us, and efcaped fharing the fame diftrefles, by. dropping an

anchor in time. It was another fortunate circumitance,
R ) : B

this place fo as to admit of anchor:

s T iR BRI By I, R - oo, [y el Fpe, PRt

age, WwillCih 15 11:'.11._1‘&]-. rarciy e l-’,..-.-’.x., the coral rock De1n g
i dav v wniE o maree [ T - chewma  Aelne ke
|'l‘h-"_'-;:L-:.‘L‘1__! 111 1MoLt parts. It was about three o clock

oY i
-

when
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when we were afloat again, after working for about an
hour and a half. We now took fome refrefhments in a

hurry, and as our fituation was flill extremely precarious,
in cafe an eafterly wind had come on, we manned the boats
of both floops, and were towed off to fea, where we fele
a land-breeze gently fwelling our fails; about five o'clock.
As foon as we were fure of it, we difpatched che bodts to
the afliftance of the Adventure; but fhe had already flipped
her cables, in order to take advantage of the favourable
wind, and followed us. We flood off and on all night,
and faw the dangerous reefs illuminated by a number of
fires, by the light of which the natives were fifhing. One
of the officers retiring to reft, found his bed deprived of
the theets, which in all probability the fair Marorai had
taken care of, when forfaken by her lover; though fhe
muft have managed this little concern with confiderable in-
genuity, as fhe had appeared on deck before any fufpicion

had fallen upon her,

The next ;".]Drning we refumed our courfe towards the
fhore, and ftood in along the north part of the lefler penin-

fula. We were in a fhort time {urrounded, as the day be-

fore, by the natives, who in a great number of canoes

brought us abundance of vegeiable, but no animal food,

and whofe clamours were fomerimes loud enough o ftun
AR il s s | T SO ST, F
our ears, Thefe canoes very frequently overfer, but the
natives were not much difcompofed by fuch accidents, as

ey |
WLl
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both fexes were expert fwimmers, and re-eftablithed them- 51770, |
felves in 2 moment. Seeing that I enquired for plants,
and other natural curiofities, they brought off feveral, ,
though fometimes only the lcaves without the flowers, 1
and vice verfa; however, among them we faw the com- |
mon {pecies of black night-fhade, and a beauriful erythrina,
or coral-flower; I allo colleted by thefe means many
fhells, coralines, birds, &c. |
About eleven o'clock we anchored in a little harbour
called O-Aitepeha, on the north-eaft end of the f{outhern
or leffer peninfula of Tahecitee, named Tiarraboo. Here
the concourfe of natives ftill increafed, and we faw their
canoes coming towards us from all parts. They were I'.{I
cager to cbtain our beads, nails, and knives, for which an .
immenfe quantity of their cloth, mats, bafkets, and various
ools, as well as abundance of coco-nuts, bread-fruit, yams,
and bananas were exchanged. Many of them came on
deck, and took the opportunity of conveying away a num-
ber of trifles ; nay, fome went {fo far as privately to throw

1

over board the coco-nuts, which we had already purchafed,
to their comrades, who immediately picked them up, and
fold them to our people again, To prevent our being im-
pofed upon for the future in this manner, the thieves were .
turned out of the veflel, and punithed with a whip, which

they bore very patiently.
= 18 &
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The heat was as great as it had been the day before,
the thermometer flanding at go® in the fhade, when the
fky was covered with clouds; the wind likewife dying
away again at noon to a perfect calm. Notwithftanding

'l

the walte of fluids which the weather occafioned, we could

not fay that we found the climate affecled us too much, or
was very difagreeable. On the contrary, allowing for the
violent exercife we had undergone at the ftriking of the
fhip, we found ourfelves more -efrefhed by the bare proxi-
mity of the fhore, than we could have expected. The bread-
fruit and yams proved a luxurious and moft welcome fub-
ftitute for worm-caten bifcuit ; while plantanes, and a
fruit of the fhape of an apple, called e-vee by the natives,
furnifhed out a delicious defert. Our only remaining with,
with regard to eatables, was to be able to purchale fome
hogs and fowls, which might fupply the place of falt
becef.

In the afternoon the captains, accompanied by feveral
gentlemen, went afthore the firl time, in order to vifit
O-Aheatua, whom all the natives thereabouts acknow-
ledged as aree, or king, Numbers of canoes in the mean

while furrounded us, carrying on a brilk trade with veget-

s | - - e TaE s ey el | e R T
ables, but chiefly with great quanuties of the cloth made
. 1 . T S R R e S S LR o i =
in the ifland. The decks were likewile crouded with na-
tives, among whom were {feveral women who yielded

without diuficulty to the ardent {ollicitations of our iailors,
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Some of the females who came on board for this purpofe
feemed not to be above nine or ten years old, and had not
the leaft marks of puberty, 5o early an acquaintance with
the world feems to argue an uncommon degree of volup-
tuoufnefs, and cannot fail of affeting the nation in gene-
ral. The effe@, which was immediately obvious to me,
was the low ftawure of the common clals of people, to
which all thefe proftitutes belonged. Among this whole
order we faw few perfons above the middle fize, and many
below it; an obfervation which confirms what M. de Buffon
has very judicioully faid on the {fubjett of early connections
of the fexes, (fee his Hiftoire Naturelle,) Their features
were very irregular, and in general very ordinary, except
the eyes, which were always large and full of vivacity;
but a natural fmile, and a conflant endeavour to pleafe, had
fo well replaced the want of beauty, that our failors were
perfetly caprivated, and carelefsly difpofed of their fhirts
and cloaths 1o gratify their miftrefles. The fimplicity of a
drefs which expofed to view a well proportioned bofom
and delicate hands, might alfo contribute to fan their
amorous fire; and the view of feveral of thefe nymphs
{wimming nimbly -all round the floop, fuch as nature had

formed them, was perhaps more than fufficient entirely to

fubvert the little reafon which a mariner might have left
p— {R A vt ime -~ PSR || R - i Jear

to govern his paflions. A trifling circumftance had given

caufe to their taking the water. One of the officers on the

Vor. L. M m quarter-

AUcUET,

1773




. —

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

quarter-deck intended to drop a bead into a canoe for a
little boy about fix years old ; by accident it mifled the boat
and fell into the fea; but the child immediately leaped
overboard, and diving after it brought it up again. To
reward his performance we dropped fome more beads to
him, which fo tempted a number of men and women, that
they amufed us with amazing feats of agilir}r in the water;
and not only fetched up feveral beads fcattered at once, but
likewife large nails, which, on account of their weight,
defcended quickly to a confiderable depth. Some of thenr
continued a long while under water, and the velocity with
which we faw them go down, the water being perfectly
clear, was very furprifing. The frequent ablutions of
thefe people, already mentioned in Captain Cook’s former
voyage, feem to make fwimming familiar to them from
their earlieft childhood ; and indeed their eafy pofition in
the water, and the pliancy of their limbs, gave us reafon
to look on them almoft as amphibious creatures, They
continued this fport, and their other occupations about us,
till fun-fer, when they all withdrew by degrees to the
thore.

In the evening the captains with their company return-
ed on board, without having feen the king, who, perhaps
miftrufting their intentions, had fent word, that he intend-
ed to vifit us the next day, They had taken a walk along
the fhore to the eaftward, attended by a great croud of
the
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the natives, who infifted on carrying them on their fhould-
ers over a fine brook, After they had pafled ir, the natives
left them, and they proceeded accompanied by one man,
who guided them to an unculiivated projecting point,
where different kinds of plants grew in wild luxuriance
among feveral forts of fhrubs, On coming out of the
fhrybbery they faw a building of ftones, in form of the
fruftum of a pyramid; the bafe might meafure about
twenty yards in front, and the whole confifled of feveral
terraces or fteps above each other, which were ruinous and
overgrown with graflfes and fhrubs, efpecially on the back
or inland part. This the native faid was a purying-place
and place of worfhip, mara;, and diflinguifhed it by the
name of marai no-Abeatna, the burying-place of Aheatua, the
prefent king of Tiarroboo. Around it were placed perpen-
dicularly, or nearly fo, fifteen flender pieces of wood, fome
about eighteen feet long, in which fix or eight diminutive
human figures of a rude unnatural fhape were carved,
ftanding above each other, male or female promifcuoufly,
yet fo that the uppermoft was always a male. All thefe
figures faced the fea, and perfeétly refembled fome which
are carved on the fterns of their canoes, and which they
call e-tez. Beyond the morai they faw a kind of thatch
erected on four polts, before which a lattice of flicks was
placed in the ground, hung with bananas and cocoa-nuts
ng £ Eatua, ** for the Divinity.” They fat down to reft them-
Mm 2 felves

773
AUGUIT,




A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

asiiie felves under the fhade of this roof, and their guide feeing:
them a good deal exhaufted, took feveral of the bananas
and offered them, with the affurance that they were mds
matai,  good eating.” They accepted them after this re-

commendation, and finding them really as delicious as they

had. been defcribed, made no fcruple to fealt with the

i

a -

! gods. As the evening was now advancing, they returned

!

i - = = s
" |II- to the fea-fhore, well pleafed with their reception among

i thefe good-natured people, and brought on board a few

,! plants, which we foon recognized as the produdtions
I common to tropical countries.
b Wednefd, 18: We contemplated the fcenery before us early the next
morning, when its beauties were moft engaging. The
f harbour in which we lay was very fmall, and would not
| have admitted many more veflels befides our own., The
water in it was as fmooth as the fineft mirrour, and the fea
Sl broke with a fnowy foam around us upon the outer reef.
iEY 11 The plain at the foot of the hills was very narrow in this
place, but always conveyed the pleafing ideas of fertility,

plenty, and happinefs. Juft over againft us it ran up be-

tween the hills into a long narrow valley, rich in planta-

1 tions, interfperfed with the houfes of the natives. The
f flopes of the hills, covered with woods, crofled each other
} i on both fides, varioufly tinted according to their diftances ;
W and beyond them, over the cleft of the valley, we {aw the
Al || | interior mountains fhattered into various peaks and fpires,

dImon s
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among which was one remarkable pinnacle, whofe fum-
mit was frightfully bent to one fide, and feemed to threat-
en its downfall every moment. The ferenity of the fky,
the genial warmth of the air, and the beauty of the land-
fcape, united to exhilarate our fpirits.

The launches of both fhips were fent to o /Fhai-urua, to
fetch the anchors which we had left there when we flruck
on the reef, A party of marines and feamen were ordered
on fhore at the fame time, to carry on a trade for provi-
fions, and to fill our empty cafks with frefh water. For
this purpofe they occupied the remains of an abandoned
fhed or cottage on the beach, which at once gave them
fhelter from the {fun, and fecured them againft the thievifh
difpofition of the people. Before captain Cook went athore
he received a vifit from a man of fome note, called o-Pooe,
who brought his two fons on board. They prefented the
captain with fome of their cloth and fome little trifles; and
in return they received knives, nails, beads, and a fthirr, in
which baving drefled themielves, they accompanied us to
the fhore.

Our firft care was to leave the dry fandy beach,
which could afford us no difcoveries in our {cience, and
to examine the plantations, which from the fhips had an
enchanting appearance, notwithitanding the brownifh caft
which the time of the year had given. We found them in-
deed to anfwer the expeftations we had formed of a

country
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country defcribed as an elyfium by M. de Bougainville, (fee
the Englifh edition, p. 228.) 'We entered a grove of bread-
trees, on moft of which we faw no fruit at this feafon of
winter, and followed a neat but narrow path, which led to
different habitations, half hid under various bufhes. Tall
coco-palms nodded to each other, and rofe over the reft
of the trees; the bananas difplayed their beautiful large
leaves, and now and then one of them ftill appeared load-
ed with its cluftering fruit. A fort of fhady trees, covered
with a dark-green foliage, bore golden apples, which re-
fembled the anana in juicinefs and flavour. Betwixt thefe
the intermediate fpace was filled with young mulberry-
trees (‘morus papyrifera,) of which the bark is employed by
the natives in the manufafture of their cloth; with feveral
{pecies of arum or eddies, with yams, fugar-canes, and
other ufeful plants.

We found the cottages of the natives fcattered at fhort
diftances, in the fhade of fruit-trecs, and furrounded by
various odoriferous thrubs, fuch as the gardenia, guettarda,
and calophyllum. The neat fimplicity of their firucture
gave us no lefs pleafure than the artlefs beaury of the
grove which encompafled them. The pandang¥* or palm-

nut tree had given its long prickly leaves 1o thatch the

* Athrodadylis. Char, Gen. Novor. Foriter. London 1576, Bromelia Jyl-
wefiris. Linn, Flor, Zeyl, Kewra, Forikal, Flora Arab, Pandanus, Rumph,
Ambein.
roofs
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roofs of the buildings, and thefe were fupported by a few
pillars made of the bread-wee, which is thus ufeful: in
more vefpects than one, As a roof is fufficient to fhelter
the natives from rains and nightly dews, and as the cli-
mate of this ifland is perhaps one of the happieft in the
world, the houfes feldom have any walls, but are open on
all fides, We law, however, a few dwellings confiructed
for greater privacy, which were entirely enclofed in walls
of reeds, conneéted together by tranfverfe pieces of wood,
fo as to give us the idea of large bird-cages. In thefe
there was commonly a- hole left for the entrance, which
could be clofed up with a board. Before every hut, on
the green turf or on dry grafs, we obferved groups of in-
habitants lying down or fitting in the eaftern flile, and
pafling their happy hours away in converfation or repofe.
Some of them got up at our approach, and joined the
croud that followed us; but great numbers, efpecially
thofe of a mature age, remained in their attitude, and only
pronounced a kind tayo as we pafled by them, Our attend-

ant croud feeing us garher plants, were very ready to

pluck and offer the fame forts to us, which they found:

attra‘ted our notice.

fprung up amidft the plantations, in that beautiful diforder:

of nature, which is fo truly admirable when checked by

the hand of induftry, and infinitely furpafles the trimnefs-

of regular gardens.

of

AUGUST,

Indeed a variety of wild fpecies

Among them we found feveral fpecies:
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of grafles, which though thinner than in our northern
countries, yet by growing always in the fhade, looked
freth and formed a foft bed of verdure. The foil was by
their means kept fufficiently moift to give nourithment to
the trees, and both were in a thriving ftate, owing to the
reciprocal afliftance which they gave each other. Various
little birds dwelt in the fhade of the bread-fruit and other
trees, and had a very agreeable note, though common re-
port among Europeans has denied the powers of harmony
(I know not on what grounds) to the birds of warm cli-
mates. The heads of the tallelt coco-trees were the ufual
refidence of a kind of very fmall perroquets of a beauriful
fapphirine blue, while another fort of a greenith colour,
with a few red fpots, were more common among the ba-
nanas, and appeared frequently tame in the houfes of the
natives, who feemed to value them for their red feathers.
A king's filher, of a dark-green, with a collar of the fame
hue round his white throat, a large cuckoo, and feveral
forts of pigeons or doves, were frequently fecn hopping
from branch to branch, and a bluifh heron gravely flalk-
ed along the {ea fide, picking up (hell-fith and worms., A
fine brook, rolling over a bed of pebbles, came down a
narrow valley, and fupplied our waterers at its difcharge
into the fea, We followed its fiream for a little while nll
we were met by a ‘great croud of mnatives at the heels of

three mien, dreffed in various pieces of their red and yeliow

cloth,
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cloth, and provided with elegant turbans of the fame. Each  ,30%:. i

of them had a long flick or wand in his hand, and one of
them was accompanied by a woman, whom upon enquiry |
we found to be his wife. We demanded what their ap-

pearance meant, and were anfwered they were the Te-apoo-

nee ;s but when they obferved we did not underftand enough |
of their language to comprehend this term, they added that '
they were Tata-no-t Eatooa, men belonging to the divinity, /i e
and to the Marai, or burying-place ; 1 fuppofe we might b
call them priefts. We ftopped with them fome time, but

' as we did not fee that any religious, or other’ ceremony
was performed, we returned to the beach. About noon
captain Cook re-imbarked with us, and with the two {fons
of O-Poe mentioned page 269, without having feen Ahea-
tua, who for reafons unknown to us, ftill refufed to admit
us to his prefence.

The two young fellows fat down to dinner with us,

and partook of the vegetables, but did not touch our falt

provifions.  After dinner, one of them took an opportunity
of ftealing a knife and a pewter {poon, not contented with
| a number of prefents which he had received from the cap-
tain, without haying made any return on his part, and Al

which ought to have prevented him from infringing the il

laws of hofpitality. The theft being difcovered, he was

kicked from the deck, jumped overboard, and {w

here he feated himfelf, perhaps in defiance 1!

am to the

next canoe, w
Vor. L. N n of A
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of our power. Captain Cook fired a mufket over his head,
upon which he took to the water again, and overfet the
canoe. A fecond mufket was levelled at him, but he
dived when he faw the flath; and did the fame when the
third was difcharged. Captain Cook now manned his boat,
and went to take the cance, under which the man toolk
fhelter ; bur he foon abandoned it, and fivam to a double
canoe near the firft, which was accordingly purfued. This
canoe however got athore through the furf, and the natives
on the beach ook up flones, which they levelled at our
boat's crew, who thought it advifeable to retreat, However,
a- four pounder direéted towards the fhore, frightened the
inhabitants fufficiently, fo that our people could feize two
large double canoes, and bring them along-fide of the {hip.

We left the fhip after this difturbance, in order to take
an afiernoon’s walk afhore near the watering-place, and
to reftore the confidence of the people, who had entirely
forfaken us on account of our open hoftilities.. We pur-
fued a different path from that which- we had taken in
the morning, and found great quantities of bananas,
yams, eddies, &c. planted round every cottage, inhabit-
cd by friendly good-natured people, who feemed how-
ever a little more thy or referved than ufual, on ac-
count of what had happened. At lalt we arrived at a
large houfe, neatly conflructed of reeds, which we were
told belonged to Ahecatua, who was in another diftrict

dl
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Here we faw a hog, and a couple of

the firf which the natives expofed to our fight,

having hitherto been very

= L=

careful to conceal them, and

always refufing to part with them, under the pretext that
a =

they were the property of the arce or king. They made

(e of the fame excufe at prefent, though we offered a

1ie
hatcher, which in their eyes was the molt valuable mer-

chandife we had. After a thort ftay, we returned the {fame

way we came, and brought a {mall colleétion of new plants

on board. About fun-fet a boat was fent off, out of the

iarbour, to bury in the fea one Ifaac Taylor, a marine,

who died this morning of a complication of diforders.

| Tver fince we had left England, this man had been feverifl,

| confumptive, and afthmatic ; his complaints always kept

incrcafing, and a laft turned to a droply, which carried

him off, All our people on board were now well, except
ane. whofe remarkable fcorbutic habit of body always laid
him up as {oonas we came out to fea, where prophylactics

but juft keep him alive. However this

and wort could
man, as well as the Adventure’s crew, who were much

i Tefted with the feurvy when they came in here, recovered

L% u ET, £
} el Ao LR

; {hore. and
amazingly by walking on ihore, and

eating quantities

of frefl fruir.
Early the next morning fome of the natives came off

to us in a fmall canoe, and begged for the refltitution of

| thofe larger ones which had been talken from them on the

| Nn= day
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day before. Captain Cook, who perceived the trade to have
flackened in confequence of that {eizure, none of the in-
habitants coming to the ﬂlip, and. few 1o the watering-
place, returned the canocs, as the belt means to reconcile
us to the confidence of the natives ; and though the effets
of his indulgence were not inftantaneous, yet in a day cor
two our trade was perfeltly re-eftablithed.

After this peaceful prelude we went on fthore, in purfuir
of botanical difcoveries. A fmart fhower of rain which

) i,
LY

had fallen over night, had cooled the air confiderab

=
B

e

¥ Lk

made our walk extremely pleafant, before the fun could
ecome troublefome. The whole country had profited by
b troublef > whole country had profited by
this rain, for every plant and tree feemed revived by ir, and
i

11 Tri. L .
{mell. Vhether 1t

the groves ¢xhaled a fweet refrefhing
was owing to the early hour of our excurfion, or to the
beauty of the morning, our ear was [aluted by the fong
of many fmall birds, which enlivened this delightful coun-
try. We had not walked far, when we heard a loud noile
in the wood, which refembled the ftrokes of a carpenter’s
hammer, We followed the found, and at laft came to a
fmall thed, where five or {ix women were fitting on both
fides of a long {quarc piece of timber, and beart the {ibrous
bark of the mulberry-tree here, in order (o manufadture it
into cloth. The initrument they ufed for this purpofe was
a fquare wooden club, with longitudinal and parallel
furrows, which run f{maller and elofer together on the

different
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different fides #*, They ceafed a little while to give us
time to examine the bark, the mallet, and the timber on
which they performed their operaiions. They allo fhewed
us a kind of glutinous water in a coco-nut fhell, which
was made ufe of from time to time, to make the pieces of
bark cohere together. This glue, which, as we underflood,
was made of the lLibijtus efeulentus, is indifpenfibly neceflary
in the manufacture of thofe immenfe pieces of cloth, {fome-
times two or three yards wide, and fifty yards long, which
are compoled of little bits of bark, taken from trees never
fo thick as the wrilt. We carefully examined their plan-
tations of mulberry-trees, but never found a fingle old cone
among them; as foon as they are of two years growth
they are cut down, and new ones {pring up from the roor;

for fortunately this tree is one of the moit prolific in na-
ture, and if {uffered to grow till it flowered and could bear
fruits, might perhaps totally over-run the country. The
bark muft always be taken from young trees; and thefe

y drawn into long flems, without any branches,

i

dlfe careiul
except jult at the top, fo that the bark is as entire as pol-

fible. The method of preparing it before it comes under
the n‘,;l:}._'_“, We WEre not yet n{‘:lllni[lii‘d with at this time.
The women employed in this manner, were drefled in old

and dirty rags of their cloth, and had very hard and callous

% See Dr. Hawkelworth's compilation, vel, 11, p. 212, and plate No. g.

hands.
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14 w27 hands. We proceeded a little farther up in a narrow
“ valley, where a well-looking man invited us to fit down in

1 the thade before his houfe. There was a little area paved

it :,; | with broadifh ftones, on which he {pread banana leaves* for
I | us, and brought out a little flool made of the bread-tree-
1' J wood, cut out of one piece, on which he defired one of us
i |1 to fit down, whom he took to be the principal perfon.

, 1! Sceing us all feated he ran into his houfe, and brought out
.III it 4 a quantity of bread-fruit baked, which he laid before us
' i on frefh banana leaves. To this he added a matted bafket
full of the vee, or Taheitce apples, a fruit of the [pondias

genus, which refembles the andna, or pine-apple in the

' tafte, and entreated us to partake of thefe refrefbments. We

i breakfafled with a hearty appetite, fharpened by the exercife
1 we had raken, the fine air of the morning, and the excel-
i 1§ lence of the provifions. We found the Taheitee method of
' }.;,‘ drefling bread-fruit and other victuals, with heated ftones

undér ground, infinitely fuperior to our ufual way of boiling |
them ; in the former all the juices remained, and were

concentrated by the heat ; but in the lauer, the fruit im-

bibed many watery particles, and loft a great deal of is
fine flavour and mealinefs. To conclude this treat our hoft
brought us five frefh coco-nuts, which he opened by pul-

ling the fibres off with his teeth. The cool limpid liquor

o

contained 1n them he poured into a clean cup, made of a

il ripe coco nut-fhell, and offered that'to ecach.of us 10 our

LUInE.
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turns, The people in this country bad on all occalions . 470,

l been good-natured and friendly, and for beads fometimes

{old us coco-nuts and fruit, if we called for them; but i

we had not yet feen an inftance of hofpitality exerciled in

fo complete a manner during our fhort ftay. ‘We therefore

thought it our duty to recompenfe our friend as much as }

lay in our power, and prefented him with a number of

tranfparent beads and iron nails, with which he was

highly fatisfied and contented. ,
We continued our walk into the country from this feat |

of patriarchal hofpitality, notwithflanding the uneaflinels

which many of the natives exprefled, among the croud that

followed us. When they faw us perfift in our expedition, ! j,

the greateft part of them difperfed to their different habita-

tions, and only a few of them attended us, who made it

their bufinefs to aét as our guides, We came to the foor

of the firft hills, where we left the huts and plantations
of the natives behind us, and afcended on a beaten path,
[ pafling through an uncultivated fhrubbery mixed with
feveral tall timber-trees, Here we fearched the moft in-
| tricate parts, and found feveral plants and birds hitherto
unknown o natural hiftorians, With thefe little acqui-
firions we returned towards the fea, at which our friends I i
‘ the natives exprefled their fatisfaltion. We found a wvaft
concourfe of inhabitants on the beach at our trading- place,
and faw that our people had brought a great quantity of
arge
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G darge eddies and other roots, but few bread-fruits, which
were
il fo late in the feafon, while moft of the others were already

now very fcarce, only a few trees bearing them

(g fhooting forth the embryo of a new crop. The exceffive

Leat of the fun, now tempted us to bath in a branch of

(Wl the adjacent river, which formed a deep pond of fome
extent ; and being refrefhed with this bath we returned
' I on board to dinner. In the afternoon we had heavy rains,
Y attended with wind, during which the Adventure drove
'|| from her moorings, but was brought up again by a timely
i manceuvre, This bad weather confined us on board,

{ where we arranged the plants and animals which we had
hitherto collefted, and made drawings of fuch as were
|' not known before. Our three days excurfions had fupplied

e i us only with a {mall number of {pecies, which in an ifland

fo flourithing as Taheitece, gave a convincing proof of its
i_'f high cultivation ; for a few individual plants occupied that
i 1 {pace, which in a country entircly left to atdelf, would
! have teemed with feveral hundred different kinds in wild
diforder. The fmall fize of the ifland, together with its

, II valt diftance from either the eaftern or weftern continent,
'} did not admit of a great variety of animals,. We faw no
{ other fpecies of quadrupeds than hogs, and dogs which
were domefltic, and incredible numbers of rats, which the
L natives fuffered to run about at pleafure, without ever trying
i hF 16 defiroy them. We found however a tolerable number
i i) of
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of birds, and when the natives gave themfelves the trouble
to fith, we commonly purchafed a confiderable variety of
fpecies, as this clafs of creatures can ealily roam from one
part of the ocean to the other, and particularly in the torrid
zone, where certain forts are general all round the world.
If the fcarcity of fpontaneous plants was unfavourable
to the Gotanift, flill it had the moft falutary effefts with
regard to the whole company on board of both our veflels,
fince their place was occupied by great quantities of whole-
fome vegetables. We daily bought abundance of yams,
eddies, and Taheitee apples; together with fome bananas

and bread-fruit, which, on account of the feafon, were

1

grown very {earce. The wholefome regimen which we

had by this means been able to keep, had vifibly, and I
might almoft fay miraculoufly, operated to reftore to their
health, all thofe who were ill of the {curvy at our arrival;
and the only inconvenicnce we felt from it was a kind of
flux, owing to the fudden change of dier, with which a
tew of the people were affli¢ted. Not content with this
fortunate fupply, we could not belp calling longing cyes
towards the hogs which we faw in great numbers on all
our excurfions into the country, though the natives were
always careful to hide them in low flyes, covered over
with boards, forming a kind of platform, on which they
fator lay down. We tried all poflible means to engage

the people to fell fome of them 1o us, and offered hatchers,

VoL, L, Oo {hirts,
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fhirts, and other goods of value to the Taheitians, but {lill

without fuccefs, their conftant anfwer being, that thefe ani-

mals weve the king’s (are’s) property. Inftead of acquief-
cing in this refufal, and acknowledging the kind difpofi-
tion of the natives, who furnithed us at lealt with the
means of recovering our firength, and reftoring our fick,
a propofal was made 10 the capiains, by fome perfons in:
the fhips, to fweep away by force a fufficient number of
hogs for our ufe, and afterwards to return fuch a quantuty
of our goods in exchange to the natives, as we (hould think
adequate to the fpoil we had raken. This propofal, which
nothing but the moft tyrannical principles, and the meaneft
felfifhnels could have dictated, was received with the con-
tempt and indignation which it jultly deferved.

Our acquifitions in natural hiftory being hitherto o in-
confiderable, we had leifure every day to ramble in the
country in fearch of others, as well as to pick up various
circamiftances which might ferve to throw a light on the
charader, manners, and prefent ftate of the inhabitants.

On the 2oth towards noon, 1 directed my valk, in
company with {everal officers, to the eaftern point of the
harbour. We foon came to a rivulet, which was wide and
decp enough to admit a canoe upon it, by means of which
we ferried over to the oppofite fhore, where we perceived a
houfe of fome extent, among the bufhes. Before
a quantity of the finer forts of Taheitee cloth fpread out on
the

it we faw
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the grafs, which the narives told us, had been wathed in
the river ; and clofe to the houfe, fufpended on a pole, we
obferved a target of a femicircular form, made of wicker-
work, and plaited flrings (of the coco-nut fibres,) covered
with the glofly bluifh-green feathers of akind of pigeon, and
ornamented with many fhark’s teeth, difplayed in three
co-centric femicircles; I enquired whether it was to be pur-
chafed, but was anfwered in the negative, and concluded
that it was only expofed to the air, in the fame manner as
we are ufed to do from time to time, with things which
we preferve in clofe boxes. A middle-aged man, who
lay ftretched at his eale in the hut, invited us to fit
down by him, and curioufly examined my drefs; he had
long nails on his fingers, upon which he wvalued him-
felf not a little, and which I found were a mark of diftinc-
tion, fince only fuch perfons, as had no occafion to work,
could fuffer them to grow to that length. The Chinefe
have the fame cuftom, and pride themfelves as much in it;
but whether the Taheitians derive it from them, or whether
chance has led them both to the fame idea, without any
communication with each other, is poflibly beyond the art
of Needham and Des Guignes to determine. In different
corners of the hut we faw fome women and fome men,
feparately eating their dinner of bread-fruit and bananas,
and both parties, as we approached them, dcfired us to par-
take of their provifions. The fingular cuftom, which forces

Qo 2 the
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the fexes to fhun each others company at their meals, is
already mentioned by former voyagers, who have been
equally unfuccefsful with ourfelves in difcovering its
caufe.

We left this hut, and ftrolled through an odoriferous
flirubbery to another, where we found O-Tai, his wife, and
children, and his fifters Maroya and Marorai. The officer
who had loft his bed-fheets was with us, but thought it to
no purpole to enquire for them, and rather tried to ingra-
tiate himfelf with the fair one. Beads, nails, and various
trifles were prelented to her, which fhe readily accepted,
but remained inexorable to the paflionate follicitations of
her lover. As fhe had in all probability obtained the pof-
feflion of the fheets, which fhe coveted, and for which
alone fthe could have fubmirtted to proftitution, it feems no-
thing could afterwards tempt her to admir the tranfient
embraces of a firanger. This is the moft likely conftruc-
tion we could put upon her condué, and it became more
probable to us, when we confidered, that fhe belonged to a
family of fome note, and that, during caprain Cook's long
ftay on the ifland in the Endeavour, there had been few, if
any inftances, that women among the better fort of people
had demeaned themfelves fo far, After a fhort ftay with
them, I returned to our trading place, but finding all our
boats gone off, ventured to embark in a fingle canoe, with-
out an outrigger, and was fafely brought on board the Re-

folution




e

A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

folution for a fingle bead, which was all I had left after
this excurfion.

At day-break the next morning we went afhore again,
on another walk to the eaftward. We obferved the plain
to widen, as we advanced beyond the eaft point of Aitepe-
ha harbour, and of courfe growing richer in bread-fruit
and coco-nut trees, bananas, and other vegetable produc-
tions, on moft of which we faw the buds of a future crop.
The houfes of the natives were likewife found to be more
numerous, and many feemed to us neater and newer than
thofe near our anchoring-place. In one of them, which
was of the clofer forr, walled in with reeds, we faw a great
many bundles of cloth, and cafes for targets {fufpended
from the roof, all which, as well as the houfe itfelf, we
were informed belonged to Aheatua. We walked about
two miles in the moft delightful groves or plantations of
fruit-trees, where the natives were juflt returning to their
various employments. Among them we cafily noticed
the manufacturers of cloth, by the hollow found of the
mallet. However, it muft not be fuppofed, that the ne-
ceflities of thefe people urgently required their conftant
application to work ; for our appearance foon gathered a
croud of them about us, who followed us all day as far

as we went, and fometimes even negleted their meals on

ihy
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our account.. It was not without fome interelled motives,

that they attended upon us, Their general behaviour to-
wards
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wards us was good-natured, friendly, and I may fay ofli-
cious; but they watched every opportunity of conveying
away fome trifles with amazing dexterity, and many among
them, whenever we returned the kind looks they gave us,
or fmiled upon them, thought that a proper time to take
advantage of our good difpofition, and immediately with
a begging tone faid, tay, poz, * friend, a bead!” which,
whether we complied with or refufed, did not alter their
good temper. When thefe petitions became too frequent,
we ufed to mock them, by repeating their words in the
{fame tone, which always produced a general peal of good-
humoured laughter amongft them, Their converfation was
commonly loud, and it feemed that our appearance was
their principal topick ; every new-comer was immediately
made acquainted by the others with our names, which they
reduced to a few vowels and fofter confonants, and was
entertained with a repetition of what we had faid or done
that morning. His firft requeft was generally to hear a
muflket fired off, which we complied with on condition
that he fhould fhew us a bird.as a mark., However, we
were frequently at a lofs how to behave, when he pointed
out a bird at four or five hundreds yards diftance, as they
had no idea that the efle@s of our fire-arms were limited
t0 a certain fpace.  As it was not prudent to let them into
this myflery, we always pretended that we could not fce

the bird, till we came near enough o fhoot it. The firft
explofion
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explofion frightened them confiderably, and on fome pro-
duced fuch violent confternation that they dropped down
on the ground, or ran back about twenty yards from us,
where they remained till we quieted their fears by profei-
fions of friendfhip, or till their more courageous brethren
had picked up the bird which we had killed. But they foon
became more familiar, and though they always exprefled
fome fudden emotion, yet they conquered by degrees the
appearance of fear.

Notwithftanding the friendly reception which we met
with on all fides, the natives were very anxious to keep
their hogs out of fight, and whenever we enquired for
them fecemed uneafy, and ecither told us-they had none, or
affured us they belonged to Aheatua their king. As we

perceived their reluétance to part with thele.animals, we

thought it beft to take no farther notice of them, and:

though we faw great numbers of them confined in pigflyes
almoft in every hut, we pretended not:toe know that there

were any, or not to care for them ; this proceeding we al-

ways found had the good effect of encreafing the confidence:

of the people towards us.

Having advanced a mile or two, we fat down on a few"

large ftones; which formed a kind of paved area before
one of the cottages, and defired the inhabitants to bring us
fome bread-fruit and coco-nuts, in exchange for beads.

They very readily fupplied us with a quantity of cach, on
which
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which we breakfafted. The croud who followed us, fat
down at a diftance from us, at our defire, in order that
they might have no opportunity of fnatching up any of our
arms, or other apparatus, which we were obliged to lay
out of our hands, while we made our meal. To add to
our good cheer, we were prefented with a coco-nut fhell
full of a kind of diminutive frefh fih, which the natives are
ufed to eat raw, without any other fauce than fale water.
We tafted them, and found them far from difagreeable ;
however, as we were not ufed to eat them without being
drefled, we diftributed them, with the remains of the fruit,
to our favourites among the croud.

Thus refrefhed, we continued our walk, but turned to-
wards the hills, notwithftanding the importunities of the
natives, who urged us to continue on the plain, which we
eafily perceived arofe merely from their diflike to fatigue,
We were not to be diverted from our purpofe; but leaving
behind us almoft the whole croud, we entered, with a few
guides, a chafm between two hills. There we found feveral
wild plants which were new to us, and faw a number of
linle fwallows flying over a fine brook, which rolled impe-
tuoufly along. We walked up along its banks to a perpen-
k, fringed with various tufted fhrubberies, from
ell in a eryftalline column, and was collected at
‘he boitom into a fmooth limpid pond, furrounded with

(pecies of odoriferons flowers.  This fpot, where we

had
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had a profpect of the plain below us, and of the fea beyond
it, was one of the moft beautiful I had ever feen, and could
not fail of bringing to remembrance the moft fanciful de-
feriptions of poets, which it eclipfed in beauty. In the
thade of trees, whofe branches hung over the water, we
enjoyed a pleafant gale, which foftened the heat of the
day, and amidft the folemn uniform noife of the waterfall,
which was but feldom interrupted by the whiftling of birds,
we fat down to defcribe our new acquifitions before they
withered. Our Taheitian companiens feeing us employed,
likewife refted among the bufhes, viewing us attentively
and in profound filence. 'We could have been well pleafed
to have pafled the whole day in this retirement; however,
after finithing our notes, and fealting our eyes once more
vith the romantick fcenery, we returned to the plain. Here
we obferved a great croud of the natives coming towards
us, and at their near approach perceived two of our fhip-
mates, Mr., Hodges and Mr, Grindall, whom they fur-
rounded and attended on their walk., We foon joined them,
and refolved to continue our excurfion together. A youth,
of a very promifing countenance,, who had diftinguithed
himfelf by thewing a particular attachment for thefe gen-
tlemen, was entrufted with Mr. Hodges’s port-folio, where
he preferved the fketches and' defigns, which he had fre-
quent opportunitics' of making on his walk. No favour,
or mark of affe@ion’ could I believe have given this youth

Vory 1, Pp o
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fo much real pleafure, as the confidence they had placed
in him, upon which he feemed to value him [elf among his

countrymen, Perhaps this circumftance, joined to the
) e

o
)
peaceable appearance of our gentlemen, who walked with.
out arms of any kind, had a general effe upon all the
people that furrounded us, as their familiarity and affec-
tion feemed much encreafed. We entered a fpacious hut
together, where we faw a large family affembled. An old
man, with a placid countenance, lay on a clean mar, and
refted his head on a liule flool, which ferved as a pillow.
His head, which was truly venerable, was well furnifhed
with fine locks of a filvery grey, and a thick beard as
white as fnow defcended to his breaft. His eyes were live-
ly, and health fat on his full cheeks. His wrinkles,
which charaterize age with us, were few and not deep ;
for cares, trouble, and difappointment, which untimely
furrow our brows, cannot be fuppofed to exift in this hap-

py nation, Several little ones, whom we took to be his

grand-children, and who, according to the cuftom of the
country, were perfectly naked, played with their aged an-
ceftor, while his actions and looks convinced us, that the
fimple way of living to which he had been ufed, had not
yet blunted his fenfes. Several well-made men and artlefs
nymphs, in whom youth fupplied the want of beauty, fur-
rounded the old man, and as we came in feemed to be in
converfation after a frugal meal, They defired us to fit

down
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down on the mats among them, and we did not give them
time to repeat their invitation. Their curiofity, which had
perhaps never before been gratified with the fight of firang-
€rs, now prompted- them to examine our drefs and our arms,
without beftowing their attention longer than a moment on
any fingle objed. They admired our colour, prefled our
hands, feemed to wonder that we had no punctures on them,
nor long nails on our fingers, and eagerly enquired for our
names, which when known, they were happy to repeat.
Thefe names, as they pronounced them, were not fo like the
originals that an etymologift could cafily have deduced
them, but in return they were more harmonious, and eafi-
ly pronounced. Torfler was changed into Mutera, Hodges
into Ores, Grindall into Terino, Sparrman into Pamanee, and
George into Teoree. The hofpitality which we had found
under every roof, was not wanting here, and we were of-
fered fome coco-nuts and e-vees to quench our thirft after
the laft walk., One of the young men had a flute made of
a bamboo, which had but three holes; he blew it with
his noftrils*, whillt another accompanied him with the
voice. The whole mufic, both vocal and inftrumental,
confifled of three or four notes, which were between half
and quarter notes, being neither whole tones nor femi-tones,

The effect of thefe notes, without variety or order, was on-
Tun

ly a kind of drowfy hum, which could not indeed hurt

* See Hawkelworth,
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the ear by its difcordant founds, but made no pleafing im-
preflion on our minds. It is furprifing that the tafte for
mufic {hould be fo general all over the world, when the
ideas of harmony among different nations are fo diftint!
Charmed with the pi¢ture of real happinefs, which was
thus exhibited before us, Mr. Hodges filled his port-folio
with feveral fketches, which will convey to future times
the beauties of a fcene, of which words give but a faint
idea. 'While he was drawing, all the natives looked on
with great attention, and were highly pleafed to find out
the refemblance between his performances and different
perfons among them. Our acquaintance with their lan-
guage, which we were at great pains to improve, was as
yet very imperfect, and deprived us of the pleafure which
we might have received from a converfation with thefe
good people. A few feparate words, and an interlude of
dumb mimickry, was all that we had to {fupply the place
of a coherent fpeech, However, even this was {uflicient to
amufe the natives, and our docility-and endeavours to pleafe
feemed to be at leaft as agreeable to them, as their focial
temper and willingnefs to give inflruétion appeared to us,
The old man, without changing his attitude, and continu-
ing to recline his head on the flool, afked us feveral little
queftions, fuch as the captain’s name, the name of the
country we came from, how long:we fhould ftay, whether
we had our wives on board, &c. It feemed that he was

already
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already apprifed of all thefe things by common report, but
withed to have them confirmed from our own mouths,
We fatisfied his curiofity as well as we could on thefe
points, and after diftributing little prefents of beads, me-
dals, and other trifles to his family, we fet forwards once

more on our excurfion. The many paufes which we made

at the hofpitable huts of the natives, always refrefhed us fo

much, that we felt no manner of inconvenience, and could
with eafe have walked round the whole ifland in the fame
manner. The plain at the foot of the mountains offered
no impediment to our progrels; on the contrary, its paths
were well beaten, and its whole furface perfectly level, and
covered in many places with a fine growth of grafles. Not
a fingle noxious animal appeared to deter us, and not even
a gnat or mufketoe hummed unpleafantly about us, or
made us apprehenfive of its bite. The bread-fruit groves,
with their abundant foliage, intercepted the rays of the
meridian fun, whofe action was greatly mitigated by a
frefh iea-breeze.. The inhabitants however, who were
ufed to pafs the middle of the day in repofe, dropt off one
by one in the bufhes, {o that only a few remained with us.
After we had walked about two miles farther to the fouth
eaftward, we came to the fea-fhore at a place where it
formed a little inlet. Here, furrounded on all fides with
plantations, we mer with a glade or lawn, in the midft of
which we faw a marai (burying-place) built up of three

Tranges
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ranges of ftones, like fteps, each about three feet and a
half in height, and covered with grafles, ferns, and fmall
{hrubs.

building, there was an oblong enclofure round it made of

Towards the country, at fome diftance from the

ftone, about three feet high, within which two or three
folitary coco-palms and fome young cafuarinas, with their
weeping branches, gave an air of folemnity and pleafing
melancholy to the fcene, At a little diftance from the
maral, furrounded by a thick fhrubbery, we faw an in-
confiderable hut or fhed, (twpapow,) where, on a kind of
ftage about brealt high, a corpfe was placed, covered with
a white picce of cloth, which hung down in various folds,
Young coco-trees and bananas were fpringing wup, and
dragon-trees bloffloming around it.  Near this we faw
another hut, where a quantity of eatables lay for the divi-
nity, (eafua,) and a pole was fluck in the ground, on which
we faw a dead bird wrapped in a piece of a mat, In this
laft hur, which ftood on a fmall eminence, we cbferved a
woman fitting in a penfive attitude, who got up at our
approach, and would not fuffer us to come near her. We
offered her a fmall prefent, but the refufed to touch ir.
We underftood from the natives who were with us, that
fhe belonged to the maral, and that the dead corfe was alfo
a woman's, whofe obfequies the firft perhaps was per-

i‘DL'ming.
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After Mr, Hodges had made feveral drawings we re-
turned from this place, which had really fomething grand
in its appearance, and feemed calculated to favour religious
meditation. In our return we kept along the fea-fhore,
till we came to a fpacious houfe, very pleafantly fituated
amidft a grove of low coco-palms, loaded with fruit. Two
or three fried liule fithes, which one of the natives fold us
for a few beads, were here fhared among us, to flay our
appetite, grown very keen again fince our breakfaft. Se-
veral of our company likewife bathed in the fea, asa far-
ther refrefhment in this warm climate, and having after-
wards bought fome pieces of cloth, (ebow's) of the country
fabrick, dreflfed in them, after the Taheitee fathion, to the
infinite pleafure of the natives. Our walk continued along
the fhore beyond another marai, much like the firlt, to a near
houfe, where a very fat man, who feemed to be a chief
of the diftri€t, was lolling on his wooden pillow. Before
him two fervants were preparing his defert, by beating up
with water fome bread-fruit and bananas, ina large wooden
bowl, and mizxing with it a quantity of the fermented four

pafte of bread-fruir, {called maiei.) The confiftence of this

- = I 3 e e | el Lelq y y e, |
mixture was fuch it 1t could prope rly be called a drink,
and the inftrument with which they made it, was a peftle

[ Va1 ~134 - . iy oy e e 1 . a-t
ol a black polithed fione, which appeared be a kind of

i WS ﬂf_‘-iil:;, a woman who (2t dow
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near him, crammed down his throat by handfuls the re-
mains of a large baked fifh, and feveral bread-fruits, which
he fwallowed with a wvoracious appetite. His countenance
was the picture of phlegmatic infenfibility, and feemed to
witnefs that all his thoughts centred in the care of his
paunch. He fcarce deigned to look at us, and a few mo-
nofyllables which he uttered, were only direfted to remind
his feeders of their duty, when we attracted their attention.
The great degree of fatisfaction which we had ecnjoyed on
our different walks in this ifland, and particularly the plea-
fure of this day’s excurfion, was diminithed by the appear-
ance and behaviour of the chief, and the refleGtions which
naturally arofe from thence. We had flatiered ourfelves
with the pleafing fancy of having found at leaft one little
{pot of the world, where a whole nation, without being
lawlefs barbarians, aimed ar a certain frugal equality in
their way of living, and whofe hours of enjoyment were
juflly proportioned to thofe of labour and refl, Our dif-
appoiniment was therefore very great, when we faw . a
luxurious individual fpending his life in the moft fluggifh
inactivity, and without one benefit to fociety, like the pri-
vileged parafites of more civilized climates, fattening on
the fuperfluous produce of the {oil, of which he robbed the
labouring muliitude, His indolence, in fome degree, re:
fembled that which is frequent in India and the adjacent
kingdoms of the Eaft, and deferved every mark of indigna-

tion
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tion which Sir John Mandeville exprefled in his Afatic
travels, That worthy knight, who, top-full of chivalry,
and the valourous fpirit of his time, devoted his life to
conftant activity, was highly incenfed at the fight of a
monflter of lazinefs; who pafled his days * withouten
¢« doynge of ony dedes of armes,” and lived * everemore
¢ thus in efe, as a fwyn that is fedde in fty, for to ben

¢ made fatte *,"
On

* For the fatisfaltion of my readers I fhall here infert the account which the
knight gmives of the voluptuary who attratted his cenfure, cipecially as feveral
little circumftances ferve to make the fimilarity between him and the Taheitian
chief more perfect —*¢ From that lond, in returnynge be ten jorneys thorge out
¢ the lond of the grete Chane, is another pode yle and a great kyngdom, where
“ the kyng is fulle riche and myghty. And amonges the riche men of his
¢ contree is a paflynge riche man, that iz no prynce, nc duke, ne erl ; but he
¢ hath mo that helden of him lopdes and other lordfchipes: for he iz maore
¢¢ riche, For he hathe every zeer of annulle rente 300000 hors charged with
“ corn of dyverfe greynes and ryzs; and fo he ledethe a fulle noble il and a
¢« delycate, after the cuftom of the contree. For he hathe -every day. so fair
¢t damyleles, alle maydenes, that fegven him evere more at his mete, and for to
“ lye by him o night, and for to do with hem that is to his plefance, And
¢ when heis at the table, thei bryngen him hys mete, at every tyme 5 and
¢ ¢ topedre.. And in bryngynge hire fervyce, thei fynzen a fong. And after
s¢ thar, thei kutten his mete, and putten it in his mouthe, for he touchethe

ne handlethe ‘noughe,’ but holdethe “everemore his hondes before

that he may taxe no-

the table. * For he hathe fo longe nayles

¥
thing, ne handle no thing, for the noblefle of that contree is to have longe
¢ payles, and to make hem growen alle ways to ben 25 longe 2s men may, ——
And alle weys theile damyleles, that 1 Ipak of belorn, fynzen all the tyme

¢¢ that this riche man etethe: and whan that he etethe no more of his hrit
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On leaving this Taheitian drone we feparated, and I
accompanied Mefl. Hodges and Grindall, whofe good-na-
tured friend, the carrier of the port-folio, had earneftly
invited us to his habitation. We arrived there towards five
in the evening, and found it a {mall but cleanly cottage

= ?

before which a great abundance of frefh leaves were {pread

on a ftony place, and a prodigious quantity of the beft
coco-nuts and well-roafted bread-fruit were laid out in
fine order. He immediately ran to two elderly perfons,
who were bufy in frightening the rats from this plentiful
ftore of provifions, and introduced them to us as his pa-
rents. They exprefled great joy on fecing the friends of
their fon, and entreated us to fit down to the meal which
lay before us. We were at firft ftruck with aftonifhment
on finding it entirely prepared at our arrival, but we foon
recolleted that our friend had fent off one of his com-
rades {everal hours beforehand, very probably with direc.
tions to provide for our entertainment. As this was the
firft regular meal to which we fat down this day, it will
eafily be conceived that we fell to with a good appetite,
and gave infinite fatisfaction. to the good-natured old peo-

ple and the generous-minded youth, who all feemed to

¢ every day to the ende of his mete. And in this manere he ledethe his 1if, and
€ {o did ther beforn him that weren his aunceltres, and fo fchulle thei that
*¢ comen afire him.” Ser the Poyager and Travaylls of Sir Fobn Manndevile, knight,

pag. 376,

think
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think themfelvés happy in the honour which we did to
their excellent cheer. With fuch a venerable pair mini-
firing to us, if T may be allowed to indulge in a poetical
idea, we ran fome riflk of forgetting that we were men,
and might have believed ourfelves feaited by the hofpitable
Baucis and Philemon, if our inability to r¢ward them had
not reminded us of mortality, However, all the beads
and nails whichwe could mufter amongQ us were offered to
them, rather as a mark that we preferved a grateful fenfe
of their good heart, than as any retribution. The youth
went on with us to the beach oppofite to our veflels, and
brought on board a great quantity of provifions, which we
had left unconfumed ar our dinner. He was there pre-
{fented with a hatchet, a fhirt, and various articles of lefs
value by his friends, and returned that very evening on
fhore to his parents, being probably enriched beyond his
warmefl expeltation.

The ufual trade had been carried on about the fhips,
and on the beach oppofite to them, during our abfence,
without any material incident, except Captain Cook’s mect-
ing with Tvanow, the fame native who had accompanicd
him a confiderable way when he made the circuit of Ta-
heitee in a boat, in the courfe of his firk voyage*. We
found him and two of his countrymen on board at our re-
turn, they having refolved to take up their night's lodging

® See Hawkefworth, vol, IL p. 160, 162, &e,
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with us, which, though ufual at Matavai Bay during the
Endeavour’s voyage, none had hitherto ventured upon in
this place. Tuahow being already familiarized with our
way of living, and acquainted with the various objeéts
which commonly flruck his countrymen with wonder,
eagerly entered into difcourfe with us, as he found us at.
tentive'to his queftions. He enquired afier Talbane, Mr.,
Banks; Tolans, Dr. Solander; Tupays, (Tupia) and feveral
perfons in the Endeavour whofe names he recolle®ed. He
rejoiced to hear that Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were
well, and having often renewed his queftion, always re-
ceived the fame anfwer to it ; upon which he afked whether
they would not come back to Taheitee, accompanying it
with a look which firongly exprefled the wifh of feeing
them again. When he heard: of Tupaya’s death, he was
defirous of being informed whether it had been violent or
natural, and was well pleafed to hear from fuch circums-
ftances as we could by broken words and figns communi-
cate to him, that ficknefs had put a period to-his life, In
return, we queflioned him concerning the death of Tosts-
bab, who had appeared as the adting chief of the ifland in
Captain Cook's former voyage. We plainly underftood that
a great naval fight had happened between that chief and
old Abeatua®, the father of the prefent king of Tiarraboo,

in which neither party had gained a decifive advantage;

o Called Fabeatus in Hawkelworth, vol, II, p-157; 158,

buat
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but that Tootahah afterwards marching his army acrofs
the ifthmus, which feparates the two peninfulas, bad been
defeated in an obftinate engagement, in which himfelf,
Tuboral-Tamaide, and many other perfons of diftinction
on his fide were {lain. A peace was foon after concluded
with O-Tys the king of O-Taheitee®, who, afrer Toota-
hah's deceafe, had affumed the power of the fovereignty, of
which before he had only enjoyed the title. ©Old Aheatua,
according to Tuahow's accounr, died but a few months
after this peace, and his fon, of the fame name, who, ac-
cording to the cuftom of this country, had already, during
his father's life-time, borne the title of te-aree + (the king;)
and received the honours annexed to that dignity, now
likewife fucceeded to its more eflential part, the manage-
ment of affairs.

This fubje‘t being exhaufted, we took out the map of
O:Taheitee, (engraved for captain Cooke’s former voyage)
and laid it before Tuahow, without telling him what it
was. He was however too good a pilot, not to find it out
prefently ; and overjoyed to fee a reprefentation of his own
country, immediately with his finger pointed out the fitua-
tion of all the whennuas or diftri¢ts upon it, naming them

at the fame time in their order, as we faw them. written

% Called Ontonr in Hawkelworth, wol, 11, p. 154
+ See Hawkelworth, vol. II. p. 158, 150, 160, 175, where this sitfe 18
conftantly expreffed as his mame,

on
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on the chart., When he came to O Whal-urua the next
diftrict with a harbour, to the fouth of our prefent ancho-
ring-place, he pulled us by the arm to look on attentively,
and related thar there had been a fhip (pahei) which he
called pahei no Peppe, and which had lain there five days;
that the people in her bhad received ten hogs from the
natives, and that one of the crew ran away from the fhip,
and now lived upon the ifland. From this account we
concluded that the Spaniards had fent another veflel to
examine O-Taheitee, probably firft difcovered by their navi-
gators, and which of late years had been fo frequenily
vifited by the Englifh, as might juftly roufe their attention,
on account of the proximity of their own extenfive pof-
feflions in South America. Strange as it may feem, the
name of Peppe confirmed us in our conjeftures, notwith-
ftanding its vaft difference from Efpana, from whence we
fuppofed it originated ; becaufe we were by this time well
acquainted with the cuftom of mutilating all foreign names,
which the Taheitians poffefs, even in a higher degree than
the French and Englifh, We pur feveral queflions relative
1o this fhip to Tuahow, but could never obrain any farther
intelligence from him, except that the man who had left
ity always accompanied Aheatua, and had given him the
advice not to furnith us with any hogs. Whatever felf-
interefled or bigoted motives that man may have had to
give Aheatua fuch an advice, yet it feems to have been in
reality
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reality the moft friendly and valuable which he could have
offered to his proteftor. The way to keep the riches of
his fubjets, among which are their hogs in the country,
and to prevent new wants from prevailing among a happy
people, was to get rid of us as foon as he could, by denying
us the refrethments of which we ftood moft in need. It
were indeed fincerely to be wilhed, that the intercourfe
which has lately fublifted between Europeans and the
natives of the South Sea iflands may be broken ofl in time,
before the corruption of manners which unhappily cha-
racterifes civilized regions, may reach that innocent race
of men, who live here fortunate in their ignorance and
fimplicity. But it is a melancholy truth, that the dictates
of philanthropy do not harmonize with the political {y{-
tems of Europe !

Several of our people having taken a walk on fhore,
the next day returned on board with the news, that they
had met with Aheatua, who was at laft come to this diftrict
in order to give us an audience. They had been admuitted
into his prefence without any ceremony, and his majefly,
in the midft of all his court, had given up one half of his
ftool (pappa), to Mr. Smith, one of our mates, who was
of the party., He had at the fame time graciouily affured
him, that he withed to {peak to captain Cook, and had
as many hogs to give him, as fe had hatchets to pay for

them, which was by far the moft agreeable news we had
heard
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heard for {fome time. They alfo reported that the:r; had
feen a man refembling an European in colour and feature,
but that upon fpeaking to him, he had rectired into the
croud. Whether this was really an European, or whether
the flory which Tuahow had told us the evening before,
had wrought upon the fancy of our men we cannot de-
termine; fo much however is certain, that none of us ever
{faw him afterwards.

in confequence of Aheatua’s declaration, the captains,

ther, and myfelf,

with feveral officers, Dr. Sparrman, my fa
went on fhore early on the 23d. We proceeded about a
mile along the river from which we filled our cafks, being
conducted by Opao, one of the natives, who had lodged on
board. A great croud coming down towards us, thofe
who furrounded us pulled off their upper garments, fo as
to uncover their fhoulders, which is a mark of refpedt due
to the king. 'We prefently joined the croud, in the midft
of whom Aheatua fat down on a large flool, cut out of folid
wood, which one of his people had hitherto carried. He
immediately recolle®ed captain Cock, and made room for
him on his ftool, while captain Furneaux, and the reft of
us, chofe large flones for our feats. An immenfe number

of natives thronged abour us on all fides, -and included us

in a very narrow circle, increaling the heat to fuch a de-
oree, thit the king's atendants were 1.';';111:.;;1]}-‘ obliged to
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O-Aneatva, the king of O-=Taheitee-ectee, (Littde Ta- A

heitee) which is otherwife called Tiarraboo, was a youth of

feveriteen or eighteen yecars of age, well-made;, about

five feet fix inches high, and likely to grow taller.

His countenance was mild, but unmeaning ; and rather

exprefled fome figns of fear and diftruft at our firlt meet- |
ing, which fuited ill with the ideas of majefly, and yet are

often the charaéteriftics of lawlefs power. His colour was I
of the faireft of his people, and his lank hair of a light-
brown, turning into reddifh at the tips, or being what is
commonly called fandy. He wore at prefent no other drefs
than a white fafh, (marro) round the wailt to the knees,
made of the beft kind of cloth, and his head as well as all i
the reft of his body was uncovered. On both fides of him
fat {everal chiefs and nobles, diftinguifhable by their {fupe-
rior flature, which is the natural effett of the immenfe
quantity of food which they confume. One of them was
punétured in a furprifing manner, which we had never
fcen before, large black blotches of various fhapes, almoft
covering his arms, legs; and fides. This man, whofe
name was E-Tee, was alfo remarkable for his enormous
corpulence, and for the deference which the aree (king)
paid to him, confulting him almoft upon every occafion,
The king, during the time he fat on the flool, which was
his: throne, preferved a grave or rather ftiff deportment,
{carce to be expected at his years, though it feemed to be |
Vor. L Ry {tudied
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fludied and affumed, only to make our mecting more
{folemn, ‘This may be looked upon as 2 kind of recom-
mendation by fome men, but it is unhappily a mafk of
hypocrify, which we fhould hardly have expected at Tahei-
tee. After the firlt falutation, captain Cook prefented
Aheatua with a piece of red baize, a bed-fheet, a broad
axe, a knife, nails, looking-glafles, and beads; and my
father gave him fimilar prefents, among which was an ai-
grette or tuft of feathersfixed on a wire, and dyed of a bright
crimfon ; upon this his majefty fet a particular value, and
at the fight of it the whole croud gave a general fhout of
admiration, expreffed by the word swbay/ The king now
enquired for Mr. Banks, which only Tuahow had dene be-
fore him, and then afked how long we intended io flay,
exprefling at the fame time, that he withed we might re-
main five months. Captain Cook’s anfwer was, that as he
did not receive fufficient fupplies of provifions, he muft
fail immediately. The king confined his firft requefl to
one month, and at laft to five days, but captain Cook per-
fited in his refolution ; Aheatua then promifed to fend us
hogs the next day, but as this had been repeatedly faid with-
out any confequence, we took no notice of it now ; for even
in a ftate fo little refined as Tiarraboo, we found that the
real benevolence of the middle clafs, which manifefted it-

{felf towards us in hofpitality and a number of good
and
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and noble aftions, gave us no right to truft the fpecious
politenefs of the court and courtiers, who fed our hopes
with empty promifes.

During this conference the croud, ar wounting at leaft to
five hundred perfons, was fo exceffively noify, that it was
impoflible at times to diftinguifh a word; and on thofe
occafions fome of the king's attendants with a Stentor’s
voice called out mames ! (be filent,) and enforced his com-
mand by dealing out hearty blows with a long flick. The
aree feeing that captain Cook was not to be perfuaded to
prolong his ftay in this harbour, got up, and walked down
along the river with us, while his attendants carried his
wooden {tool, and the- kingly prefents which he had re-
ccived. On this walk he laid afide the gravity, which was
not natural to him, and talked with grear affability to our
common people. He defired me to tell him the names of
all the perfons from on board both floops, who were pre-
fent, to which he added the queftion, whether they had
their wives on board? Being anf{wered in the negative,
his majefty in a fit of géod humour defired them to look
for partners among the daughters of the land, which they
underftood it was meant at prefent, in the light of a
mere compliment. He f{at down foon after clofe to a houfe
of reeds, into which we all retired, when the fun appeared
through the clouds. Here he called for fome coco-nuts,
and began to tell the flory of the Paleyno Peppe, or Spanifh

Rra fhip,
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fhip, of which Tuahow had given us the firlt intimation,
According to the king's account it f{eemed clear, that the
thip had been at Whai-Urua five months before us, and had
lain there ten days. Headded, that the captain had hanged
four of his people, and that the fifth had efcaped the fame
punifhment by running away. This European, whom
they named O-Pahootu, we enquired afier 10 no purpofe,
for a long while ; till his majefty’s attendants feeing us
very eager to become acquainted with him, aflured us he
was dead. We have fince heard that about the time men-
Tominge Buenechia
tioned by the natives, Don }um—ﬂ-@-L&I}ga&'-ar y-Huarte, fent
out from the port of Callao in Peru, had vifited O-Taheitee,
but what the particulars of that voyage are, has never trani-
pired.  While we remained in the houfe E-Tee, the fat
chief, who feemed to be the principal counfellor of the king,
very levioufly afked us, whether we had a God (Earud) in
our country, and whether we prayed to him (epoore?)
When we told him, that we acknowledged a Divinity, who
had made every thing, and was invifible, and that we alfo
were accuftomed to addrefs our petitions to him, he feemed
to be highly pleafed, and repeated our words with
notes of his own to feveral perfons who fat round him,
To us he feemed to fignify, that the ideas of his country-
men correfponded with ours in this refpe@t. Every thing
concurs indeed to convince us, that this fimple and only
juft conception of the Deity, has been familiar to mankind

in
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in all ages and in all countries, and that only by the ex-
ceflive cunning of a few individuals, thofe complex {yftems
of abfurd idolatry have been invented, which difzrace the
hiftory of almoft every people. The love of empire, or the
purfuit afrer voluptuoufnefs and indolence, feem to have
infpired the numerous branches of heathen priefts with the
idea of keeping the minds of the people in awe, by
awakening their fuperftition, The natural love of the mi-
raculous has made it ealy for them not only to put their
projedts in execution, but likewife to weave their prejudices
fo firmly into the web of human knowledge, that to this
moment the greater part of mankind pay them homage,
and blindly fuffer themfelves to be cheated in the groffeft
manner.

While E-Tee was converfing on religious matters, king
Aheatna was playing with Captain Cook’s watch., After

curioufly examining the motion of fo many wheels, that

feemed to move as it were {pontancouily, and fhewing

his aftonithment at the noife it made, which he could not
exprefs otherwife than by faying it « fpoke,” (paron,) he re-
turned ir, and afled what it was good for, With a great
deal of difficulty we made him conceive that it meafured
the day, fimilar to the {un, by whofe altitude in the heav-
ens he and his people are ufed to divide their time., After
this explanation, he called it a litle fun, to fhew us that
he perfeétly underftood our meaning. We were juft get-

1o
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fing up to return towards the beach, when a man arrived
who brought a hog along with him, which the king pre-
fented to the capiain, at the fame time promifling to give
him another. With this {mall beginning we refted fatis-
fied, and taking our leave, without any troublefome cere-
mony, only pronouncing a hearty tays, (friend,) which hac
more meaning in it than many a fludied fpeech, we re-
turned on board.

In the afternoon the captains went on fhore with us
again to the king, whom we found where we had left him
in the morning. He took that opportunity of requefling
the caprains again to prolong their flay at leaft a few days;
but he received the fame anfwer as before, and was plain-
Iy told, that his refufing to provide us with live flock was
the reafon of their intended departure. Upon this he im-
mediately fent for two hogs, and prefented one to each of the
captains, for which he received fome iron-wares in return,
A highlander, who was one of our marines, was ordered
to play the bagpipe, and its uncouth mufic, though almoft
infufferable to our ears, delighted the king and his {fubjects
to a degree which we could hardly have imagined poffible.
The diftruft which we perceived in his locks at our firft in-
terview was now worn off; and if we had ftaid long
enough, an unreferved confidence might have taken its
place, to which his youth and good-nature feemed to make
him inclinable. The ftudied gravity which he bad then af-
felted,
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fected, was likewife laid afide at prefent, and fome of his
aftions rather partook of puerility, among which I cannot
help mentioning his amufement of chopping little flicks
and cutting down plantations of bananas with one of our
Hatchets. But, inftead of cultivating any farther acquaint-
ance with-him, we took our laft leave towards the clofe of
the evening, and returned to the floops, which unmoored
before night.

The inhabitants feeing us prepare for failing the next
morning, came off in a vaft number of fmall canoes, load-
ed with coco-nuts and other vegetable provifions, which
they fold exceflively cheap, rather than mifs the laft op-
portunity of obtaining European goods, The tafle for
baubles, which unaccountably prevails all over the world
in different degrees, was fo extravagant here, that a fingle
bead was eagerly purchafed with a dozen of the fineft coco-
nuts, and fometimes preferred even to a nail, though the
laft might be of fome ufe, and the bead: could ferve merely
as an infignificant ornament. 'We obferved that the trade
was carried on much fairer this time than at our arrival,
the natives being perhaps apprehenfive that any little fraud
might break off a commerce, in which they now appeared:
deeply interefted. They accompanied us for this purpofe
till we were a mile or two without the reefs, and then re-
turned to the beach, where we had left lieutenant. Pickerf-
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gill with a boat, in order to take advantage of their pre-
{ent difpofition.

Ve were now able to breathe a little, after the continual
hurry which had been the neceffary confequence of the
multiplicity of new objefts around us, and of the fhort
fpace of time which we had to obferve them, This inter-
val of repofe was the more acceptable, as it gave us leifure
to indulge the refleftions which had crouded upon us dur-
ing our flay. The refult of thefe was a conviction, that
this ifland is indeed one of the happielt {pots on the globe.
The rocks of New Zeeland appeared at firft in a favourable
light to our eyes, long tired with the conftant view of fea,
and ice, and fky; but time ferved to undeceive us, and gave
us. daily caufe of diflike, till we formed.a juft conception
of that rude chaotic country. But O-Taheitee, which had
prefented a pleafing profpedt at a diflance, and difplayed
its. beauty as we approached, became more enchanting to
us at every excurfion which we made on its plains. Our
long run out of fight of land might have been fuppofed
at firft to have had the fame effet as at New Zecland ; but
our flay confirmed inflead of deflroying the emotions
which we had felt at the firft fight ; even though we had
no room to be fo well pleafed with the refrethments we
had obtained, which were not by far fo plentiful as the fith
and, wild-fowl of New Zeeland, and flill obliged us to have
recourfe
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recourfe to falt provifions. The feafon of the year, which
anfwered to our month of February, had naturally brought
on a fcarcity of fruits; for though it does not manifeft it-
felf here by rn-:frigcrming the air, as in countries remote
from the tropics, yet it is the feafon when all vegetation
recovers the juices which have formed the late crop, and
prepares them for a new one. At this ume feveral trees en-
tirely fhed their leaves, feveral plants died away to the
very root, and the remaining ones looked parched on ac-
count of the want of rain, which commonly takes place
then, becaufe the fun is in the oppofite hemifphere. The
whole plain therefore was arrayed in a {fober brownifh and
fometimes fallow colour. Only the lofty mountains pre-
ferved richer tints in their forefts, which are fupplied with
more moifture from the clouds that hang on their fummits
almoft every day. From thence, among other things, the
natives brought great quantities of wild plantanes (webee),
and that perfumed wood (e-ahas), with which they give
their coco-nut oil (monge), a very fragrant fmell. The
fhattered ftate in which we faw the tops of thefe moun-
tains, feemed to have been the work of an earthquake;
and the lavas, of which many of the mountains confift,
and of which the natives make feveral tools, convinced us
of the exiftence of former volcanoes on this ifland. The
rich foil of the plains, which is a vegetable mould, mixed
with volcanic decays, and a black irony fand, which is

Each, S8 often

l
778 ' .|| |
FUST S | |




A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD:

often found at the foot of the hills, are farther proofs of
this aflertion, The exterior ranges of hills are fometimes

entirely barren, and contain a

_ . great quantity of yellowifh
clay, mixed with iron-ochre; but others are covered with
mould, and wooded like the higher mountains. Picces of
quartz are fometimes met with here, but we never faw in-
dications of precious minerals or metals of any kind, iron
excepted, and of that there were but {mall remains in the
lavas which we picked up; bBut the mountains may per-
haps contain fome iron-ore rich enough for fufion. As to
to the piece of falt-petre, as big as an egg, which Captain
Wallis mentions as a produét of Taheitee #, with all refpeét
for his nautical abilities, I beg leave to doubt of its exift-
ence, fince native falt-petre has never yet been found in
folid lurps, as appears from Croniledt’s Mineralogy,
The view of O-Taheitee, along which we now failed
to the northward, fuggefled thefe curfory oblervations on
its foflil productions, while our eyes remained eagerly fixed
on the fpot which had afforded us fuch a fund of real
amufement and inftruction. Our refleGtions were only
interrupted by the fummons to dine on frefh pork, which
was inftantly cbeyed with an alacrity, that fufliciently
proved our long abltinence. We were agrecably fur-
prifed to find this pork entirely free from the lulcious
richnefs which makes it refit the ftomach fo foon in Eu-

# Sce Hawkelworth, vol. I. p. 457.
Tope ;
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rope; the fat was to be compared to marrow, and the lean
had almoft the tender tafte of wveal, The vegetable diet
which the hogs are ufed to at O-Taheitee, feems to be the
principal caufe of this difference, and may have had {ome
influence even on the natural inftinéts of thefe animals,
They were of that fmall breed which is commonly called
the Chinefe, and had not thofe pendulous ears, which
according to the ingenious count de Buffon, are the cha-
raters of flavery in animals. They were likewife much
cleanlier than our European hogs, and did not feem to have
that fingular cultom of wallowing in the mire, It is cer-
tain that thefe animals are a part of the real riches of the
Taheitians, and we faw great numbers of them at Aitepeha,
though the natives took great pains to conceal them. But
they are fo far from being their principal dependence, that
I believe their total extirpation would be no great lofs,
elpecially as they are now entirely the property of the
chiefs. They kill their hogs very feldom, perhaps only
on certain folemn occafions ; but at thofe times the chiefs
eat pork with the fame unbounded greedinefs, with which
certain fets of men are reproached at the turtle-feafls in
England; while the common fort rarely, if ever tafte a
little bit, which is always held as a great dainty among
them, Notwithftanding this, all the trouble of breeding,
bringing up, and fattening the hogs is allotted to the lowelt
clafs of people,

We
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We were becalmed in the evening, and during a great
part of the night, but had a S, E. wind the next morning,
{fo that we ftood in fhore again, in fight of the nerthern-
moft part of O-Taheitee, and of the adjacent ifle of Eimeo.
The mountains here formed larger mafles, which had a
more grand effect than at Aitepeha. The flopes of the
lower hills were likewife more confiderable, though almoft
entirely deftitute of trees or verdure; and the ambient
border of level land, was much more extenfive hereabouts,
and feemed in fome places to be above a mile broad.  To-
wards ten o'clock we had the pleafure to fee feveral
canoes coming off from the thore towards us. Their long
narrow {fails, confifting of feveral mats fowed together,
their fireamers of feathers, and the heap of coco-nuts and
bananas on board, had all together a pifturefque appear-
For a few beads and nails they difpofed of their
About

noon our boat arrived with lieutenant Picker{gill, who had

ance.
cargoes, and returned on fhore to take in another.

been very fuccefsful in trading at Aitepeha, having purchafed
nine hogs and a quantity of fruit. His majefty, Aheatua,
had been prefent at the trading-place the whole time, and
after feating himfelf near the heap of iron wares, which
our people had brought on fhore, defired to market for
them, and was extremely equitable in giving hatchets of

In the

different kinds for hogs of proportionate fizes.
intervals however, he amufed himfelf as he had done the

evening
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evening before, with chopping f{mall fticks, with which
our failors were much entertained, and after their man-
ner made many fhrewd obfervations on triflers.  Mr, Pick-
erfgill having expended his ftock in trade, put off from
Aitepeha in the afiernoon, and came the fame evening to
Hiddea, the diflrict of O-Rettee (Ereii) where M. de Bougain-
ville lay at an anchor in 1768. Here he was hofpitably
entertained by the worthy old chief, who is fo juftly cele-
brated by that gallant French navigator ; and the next morn-
ing his brother Tarooree embarked with our officer, in order
to vifit the thips which they faw in the offing. 'When he
came on board we found he had a kind of impediment in
his organs of fpeech, by which means he fubflituted a
K wherever the language required a T; a fault which we
afterwards obferved in feveral other individuals. He
favoured us with his company at dinner, as well as another
native named O-Wahow, who was the firft that had come
aboard from this part of the ifland, and to whom my father
had immediately prefented a few beads and a {fmall nail,
merely to try his difpofidon, In return he produced a
fith-hook neatly made of mother of pearl, which he gave
to his new friend. A larger nail was the reward of this
good-natured action ; and on the receipt of this he fent
his boy to the fhore in his cance. Towards four o'clock
the canoe returned, and brought on board' this man’s
brother, and a prefent of a.number of coco-nuts, feveral
bunches
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bunches of bananas, and a clothing-mar. There was fome-
thing fo generous in O-Wahow's way of a&ing, above all
the little ideas of bartering, that we could not fail to
exprefs the higheft regard for him. A much more con-
fiderable prefent was returned to him, rather to confirm
him in his noble fentiments, than as a compen{ation for
his gift.  With that he retired in the evening, promifing
0 return to us again, and exprefling fuch extravagant
emotions of joy as are commonly the effe@®s of unexpected
good fortune.
[n the mean while we gradually approached the thore,
a faint breeze helping us on, and the evening-fun illumi-
nating the landfcape with the richeft golden tints. We now
difcerned that long projefting point, which from the obfery-
ation made upon it, had been named Point Venus, and
eafily agreed, that this was by far the moft beautiful part
of the ifland. The diftri& of Matavai, which now opened
to our view, exhibited a plain of fuch an extent as we had
not expected, and the valley which we traced running up
between the mountains, was idelf a very fpacious grove,
compared to the little narrow glens in Tiarraboo. We
hauled round the point about three o'clock, and faw it
crouded with a prodigious number of people, who gazed
at us with fixed atiention; but as foon as we came to an
anchor, in the fine bay which it fhelters, the greater part of
them ran very precipitately round the whole beach, and acrofs

One-
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One-tree-hill to O-Parre, the next diftri& to the weftward.
Among the whole croud, we faw only a fingle man whofe
fhoulders were covered with a garment, and he, according
to our friend O-Wahow's teftimony, was O-Too, the king
of O-Taheitee-Nue (the Greater Tabeitee:) His perfon was
tall, and very advantageoufly propertioned, but he ran very
nimbly along with his {fubjedts, which the natives on board
attributed to his apprehenfions on our account.

Though it was near fun-fet when we came to an anchor,
yet our decks were in a fhort time crouded with natives of
all ranks, who recognized their old friends 1n many of our
officers and failors, with a degree of reciprocal joy, which
cannot ealily be defcribed. Among them was the old, ve-
nerable O-Whaw, whofe peaceable charafter and good
offices to our people, are:taken notice of in the account of
Licutenant Cook’s firlt voyage, particularly upon the occa-
{ion when one of the natives was murdered ¥, Ie immnie-
diately recolleéted Mr, Pickerfgill, and calling him by his
Taheitean name, Petrodero, enumerated on his fin
that this was the third vifitr he made to the ifland, that
tleman having been here both in the Dolphin and. the En-
deavour. A chief, named Maratata§, paid captain Cook
a vifit with his lady, (Teduu)-Erararee, who was a very
well-looking young woman, and both received a number

® See Hawkefworth, wvol. IL. p. 83, g0, gl
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of prefents, though it appeared that thefe were their fole
motives for coming on board. A very tall, fat man, the
father-in-law of Maratata, accompanied them, and was
cqually fortunate in colletting prefents amongft us, which
he took no other method to obtain, than down-right
begging. They all exchanged names with us in fign of
friendfhip, every one choofing a particular friend, to whom
he was attached ; cuftoms which we had never obferved in
our former anchoring place, where the natives were in-
finitely more referved, and in fome degree diffident of our
intentions. ‘Towards feven o'clock they left the fhip, not
without promifing to return the next morning, which,
from the good reception they had met with, did not feem
to admit of a doubt.

All night the moon fhone clear in a cloudlefs fky, and
filvered over the polifhed furface of the fea, while the
lIandfcape lay before us like the gay produétion of a fertile
and elegant fancy. A perfeft filence reigned in the air,
which was agreeably interrupted by the voices of feveral
natives that had remained on board, and enjoyed the beauty
of the night with their friends, whom they had known in
a former voyage, They were feated at the fides of the
vellel, and difcourfed on feveral topics, making their words
more intelligible by different figns, We liftened to them,
and found that they chiefly put queftions concerning what
had happened to our people fince their laft feparation, and

gave
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gave accounts in their turn of the tragical fate of Tootahah,
and his friends. Gibfon, the marine, who was fo much
delighted with this ifland, in captain Cook’s former voyage,
that he made an attempt to flay behind ¥, was now chiefly
engaged in this converfation, as he underftood more of the
language than the reft of the crew, and was on that ac-
count greatly valued by the natives. The confidence which
thefe people placed in us, and their familiar, unreferved
behaviour, gave us infinite fatisfaltion, as it contrafted fo
well with the condué of the people of Aitep¢ha. We now
faw the chara@er of the natives in a2 more favourable light
than ever, and were convinced that the remembrance of in-
juries, and the fpirit of revenge, did not enter into the com-
pofition of the good and fimple Taheitians. Tt muft furely
be a comfortable refletion to every fenfible mind, that
philanthropy feems to be natural to mankind, and that the
favage ideas of diftruft, malevolence, and revenge, are only
the confequences of a gradual depravation of manners.
There are few inftances where people, who are not abfo-
lutely funk to a flate of barbarifm, have afted contrary to
this general peaceable principle. The difcoveries of Co-
lumbus, Cortez, and Pizarro in America, and thofe of
Mendanna, Quiros, Schouten, Tafman , and Wallis in the
South Sea, agree in this particular, It is highly probable,
* See Hawkelworth, vel. IL p, 176, 179,
1 We except the favages of New Zeeland,
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that the attack which the Taheitians made upon the Dol-
phin, took its origin from fome outrage unknowingly com-
mitted by the Europeans ; and fuppofing it did not, if felf-
prefervation be one of the firlt laws of nature, furely from
all appearances thefe pcople had a right to look on our
men as a fet of invaders, and what is more than all, to be
apprehenfive that even their liberty was at flake.  When,
after a fatal difplay of fuperior European force, they were
convinced that nothing farther than a fhort flay for refrefh-
ment was intended, that the flrangers who came among
them were not entirely deflitute of humane and equitable
fentiments ; in fhort, when they found that Britons were
not more favage than themfelves, they were ready to open
their arms to them, they forgot that they had had a dif-
ference, and bid them partake of each kindly production
of their ifle. Thr-}r all exerted themfelves in afts of hofpi-
tality and teftimonies of friendthip from € loweft fubje®:
to the queen, that every one of their guefts might have
reafon to fay, he regretted his departure from: this friendly
fhore: :

Invitus, regina, tuo de litore ceffi ! Vircit.
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