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ADDITIONS anp CORRECTIONS

TO

THE FORMER EDITIONS

0O F

Dr. RoserTson’s HISTORY of AMERICA.

[ Thefe Additions refer to the QuarTo Epirion printed in 1778.]

VoL, 1. Page xvii. linc 4, at the End of the Preface, add,

INCE this edition was put into the prefs, a Hiltory of
S Mexico, in two volumes in quarto, tranflated from the Italian
of the Abbé D, Francefco Saverio Clavigero, has been publifhed.
From a perfon, who is a native of New Spain, who has refided
forty years in that country, and who is acquainted with the
Mexican language, it was natural to expeft much new informa-
tion. Upon peruling his work, however, I find that it contains
hardly any addition to the ancient Hiftory of the Mexican empire,
as related by Acolta and Herrera, but what is derived from the
improbable narratives and fanciful conjettures of Torquemada and
Boturini. Having copied their fplendid delcriptions of the high
ftate of civilization in the Mexican empire, he, in the abundance
of his zeal for the honour of his native country, charges me with

B having
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ADDITIONS, &c. TO Ds. ROBERTSON%

having miftaken fome points, and with having mifreprefented
others, in the Hiftory of it. When an Author is confcious of
having exerted induftry in refearch and impartiality in decifion,
he may, without prelumption, claim what praife is due to thefe
qualities; and he cannot be infenfible to any accufation that tends
to weaken the force of his claim. A fecling of this kind has
induced me to examine fuch ftrictures of M. Clavigero on my
Hiftory of America as merited any attention, efpecially as thefe
are made by one who feemed to poflefs the means of obtaining:
accurate information ; and to fhew that the greater part of them is
deftitute of any juft foundation, This I have done in notes upon
the paffages in my Hiftory, which gave rife to his criticifms,
CoLrece of Epinnuncs,
Maren 14, 1788,

VoL, L. Puge 242, line 4 at the Word America, add the JSollore-
?..FJI'__.I'Jr Note :

I\ CLAVIGERO cenfures me for having reprefented the
* Spaniards who failed with Cordova and Grijalva, as fancy-
ing, in the warmth of their Imagination, that they faw cities on
the coalt of Yucutan adorned with towers and cupolar, I know
not what tranflation of my Hiftory he has confulted (for his quo-
tation from it is not taken from the nrigI'nal_}, but I never imagi-
ned that any building erected by Americans could fuggeft the idea
of a cupola or dome, a ftructure which their utmoft fkill iy archi-
tefture was incapable of rearing. My words are, that they fan-
cied the villages which they faw from their fhips “ to be cities
* adorned with towers and pinacles.” By Pinacles T meant fome
clevation above the reft of the building; and the pallage is tranfs
lated




HISTORY OF AMERICA.

lated almoft literally from Herrera, Dec. ii. lib. iii. ¢. 1. In al

moft all the accounts of new countries given by the Spanifh dif=
coverers in that age, this warmth of admiration is confpicuous ;
and led them to deferibe thofe new objects in the moft {plendid
terms. When Cordova and his companions firft beheld an Indian
village of greater magnitude than any they had beheld in the
ilands, they dignified it with the name of Grand Cairo. B. Diaz,
¢. 2. From the fame caufe Grijalva and his aflociates thought the
country along the coaft of which they held their courfe, entitled

to the name of New Spain.

Vor. L. Page 276, line 13, delete the paragraph beginning the

Ilands of this New Archipelago, &c. and infert in its room,

HOUGH the iflands of this New Archipelago have been

frequented fince that time by the Ruflian hunters, the court
of St. Peterfburgh, during a period of more than forty years, feems
to have relinquithed every thought of profecuting difcoveries in
that quarter. But in the year one thoufand feven hundred and
fixty-eight, it was unexpectedly relumed. The Sovereign, who
had been lately feated on the throne of Peter the Great, pof-
feffed the genius and talents of her illuftrious predeceffor. During
the operations of the moft arduous and extenfive war in which
the Ruffian empire was ever engaged, fhe formed fchemes and
executed undertakings, to which more limited abilities would have
been incapable of attending but amidft the leifure of pacific
times. A new voyage of difcovery from the eaftern extremity of
Afia was planned, and Captain Krenitzin and Lieutenant Le-
vatheff were appointed to command the two veflels fitted out for
that purpofe. In their voyage outward they held nearly the fame
B 2 courle
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courle with the former

navigators, they touched at the fame iflands,
oblerved the

ir fituation and produ@ions more carefully, and dif-
covered feveral new iflands, with which Behring and Tfchirikow
had not fallen in. Though they did not proceed fo far to the eaft
2s to revifit the country which Behring and Tichirikow
to be part of the American continent
confiderably to the nerth of theirs
miflakes into which th
tributed to facil;

fuppoled
» yet, by returning in a courfe
» they corre@ed fome capital
eir predeceflors had fallen, and have con-
tate the progrefs of future navigators. in thofe feas,

Yor. I. P ge 278, line 3, delese Srom the word ~vanith, 1o the end

of the paragraph, and infers, as followws :

"T HAT could be offered onl ¥ as a conjefture when this Hiftory

was firft publifhed, is now known to be certain, The near
approach of the two continents to each other, has been difcovered
and traced in a voyage undertaken upon principles o pure and
fo liberal, and conducted with fp much profeflional fkill, as reflec
luftre upon the reign of the Sovereign by whom it w

and do honour to the officers entrufted with
of ir.

as planned,
the execution

Our knowledge of the vicinity of the tw

O continents of Afia
and America, which was

very imperfe&t when I publifhed the
Hiftory of America in the year 1n=s.
Coxe’s Account of the Ruffian
America,

1s now complete, M
Difcoveries between Afi

a and
1780, contains many

printed in the year

curious and
mnportant faQs with reff

e€t to the various attempts of the Ruffians
10 open. a communication with the New World,

the great Voyage of difcovery,, b
9

The hiftory of
egun by Captain Cook in 1796,

and
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and completed by Captains Clerke and Gore, publifhed in the year
1780, communicates all the information that the curiofity of man-
kind could defire with regard to this fubject.

AT my requeft, my friend Mr. Playfair, Profeflor of Mathe-
matics in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, has compared the narra-
tive and charts of thofe illuftrious navigators, with the more im=-
perfect relations and maps of the Ruffians, The refult of this
comparifon I.communicate in his own words, with much greater
confidence in his fcientific accuracy, than 1 could have ventured
to place in any obfervations which I myfelf might have made upon
the fubje&. '

“ Tur difcoveries of Captain Cock in his laft voyage have
confirmed the conclufiens which Dr. Robertfon had drawn, and
have conneed together the faéts from which they were deduced.
They have now rendered it certain that Behring and Tfchirikow
touched on the coaft of America in 1741. The former difco-
vered land in lat. 58° 28' and about 236° eaft from Ferro. He
has given fuch a defcription of the bay in which he anchored,
and the high mountain to the weltward of it, which he calls St.
Elias, that though the account of his voyage 1s much abridged in
the Englifh tranflation, Captain Cook recognized the place as he
failed along the welftern coaft of America in the year 1778. ‘The
ifle of St. Hermogenes, near the mouth of Cook’s river, Schu=
magins lfles on the coalt of Alafhka, and Fogegy Ifle, retain in
Captain Cook’s chart the names which they had received from the
Ruffian navigator. Cook’s Voy. vol. ii. p. 347.

“ TscHIRIKOW came upon the fame coaft about 2° 30’ farther
fouth than Behring, near the Mount Edgecumbe of Captain
Cook,

“ Witn
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“ Wirn regard to Krenitzin,
©of the Ruffian Diﬁ:m'crics,
the Kamtfchatk
his own

we learn from Coxe’s Accouw
that he { of
a river with two thips in the year 1768,  With
fhip he reached the ifland Oonolafhka, in which there
had been a Ruflian fettlement fince t}
wintered, probably i
Cook a terwar,
which wag fuppofed to be
Part of the A
turned, withoyt

'
I

ailed from the mouth

1€ year 1762, where he
the fame harbour or bay where Captain
ds anchored, The other thip wintered at Alafhka,
an ifland, though it be in fuq a
merican continent, accordingly, re
of his thips had he
and this is the more {urprif
d us, that Alafhly to be a great
1t both by the Ruf, natives at Qonolafhka,

“ Accorning to Ji]'u:]it:cin, the thip which had wintered a¢
Alathka hag hardly fajled 32" to the caltward of the harb
St. Peter ang St. Paul jn I{:untfi'harka; but,
More accurate charts of Captain Cook, it |
37" 17 to the callward of
fame miftake of 5
Oonolafhka. It ig remarkable enough, t

feas, put into the hands of ¢
ifland,

Krenitzin, -
knowing that cither

coaft of Americy ;
Cock has informe

contine;

en on the
ing, becanfe Captain
is underftond
ans and the

our of
according tg the
1ad failed no lefi than
it harboyr,
in the longitude which Krenitzin afligns ¢q
hat in the chart of
aptain Cool by the Ruf
there was an error of the fame kind, and Very nearly of
the fame extent,

There is nearly the

thofe

a11s on that

“ Bur what is of moft con e

fubjeét is, that the difcoy
i

uence to he

remarked on s
eries of Caj

tain Cook havye fully verified
e, “ that it is probable that furyr
gatorsin thofe [eas, by fteering farther to the north th,
Tlchitikow or Krenitzin hag done,
America approaches f}

[t has accordingly been
the paralie] of s

)r. Robertfon’s conjedtur

€ Davi-
an Hchring and
may find that the continent of
arer to that of Afia,” vy, L p. 255,
found that thefe two continents,
or that of the

ill ne

which in
louthern extremity of Alafhka,

drg
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are about four hundred leagues afunder, approach continually to
one another as they ftretch together toward the north, until,
within lefs than a degree from the polar circle, they are termi-
nated by two Capes, only thirteen leagues diftant. The eaft cape
of Afia is in latitude 66° &', and in longitude 190° 22’ eaft from
Greenwich ; the weftern extremity of America, or Prince of Wales
Cape,is in latitude 65° 46', and in longitude 191° 45'. Nearly in the
middle of the narrow ftrait (Behring’s Strait) which [eparates thele
capes, are the two iflands of St. Diomede, from which both conti-
nents may be feen. Captain King informs us, that as he was failing
through this firait July 5, 1779, the fog having cleared awayy he
enjoyed the pleafure of feeing from the thip the continents of Afia
and America at the fame moment, together with the iflands of St
Diomede lying between them. Cook’s Voy. vol. 1ii. p. 244.

« Bryonp this point the ftrait opens toward: the Arétic Sea,
and the coafts of Afia and America diverge fo falt from one
another, that in the parallel of Gg° they are more than one
hundred leagues afunder. Id. p. 277 To the fouth of the ftrait
there are a number of iflands, Clerk’s, King’s, Anderfon’s, &c.
which, as well as thofe of St. Diomede, may have facilitated the
migrations of the natives fromr the one continent to the other.
Captain Cook, however, on the authority of the Ruflians at
Oonolafhka, and for other good reafons, has diminifhed the
qumber of iflands which had been inferted in former charts of the
northern Archipelago. He has allo placed Alathka, or the pro-
montory which ftretches from the continent of America 5. \W.
mwnrds: Kamtichatka, at the diftance of five degrees of longitude
farther from the coaft of Afia than it was reckoned by the Ruflian
navigators.

[ |

“ Tue geography of the Old and the New World is there-

| p 5 1

e equally indebted to the difcoverics made in this memaorable

voyvame ¥
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voyage; and as many errors have been corrected, and many de-
ficiencies fupplied, by means of thefe difcoveries, fo the accuracy
of fome former obfervations has been eftablithed.  The bafis of

the map of the Ruffian empire, as far as regarded Kamtfchatka,

and the country of the Tichutzki, was the pofition of four
places, Yakutfh, Ochotz, Bolchereft, and Petropawlofki, which

had been determined by the aftronomer Kraflilnicow in the
year 1744. Nov. Comment, Petrop. vol. iii, p, 465, &c. But
the accuracy of his obfervations was contefted by M. Engel,
and M. Robert de Vaugondy ; Coxe Append.

I. No. 2. p, 267,
272% and the former of thefe

geographers ventured to take away
1o lefls than 28 degrees from the longitude, which, on the faith
of Kraflilnicow's obfervations, was afligned to the eaftern bound-
ary of the Ruffiap empire.  With how little reafon this was
done, will appear from confidering that our Britith navigators,
having determined the polition of Petropawlofk
number of VEry accurate obfervations,
that port 1¢8° 43" E. from Greenwich, and e latitude 53°1';
agreeing, the firlt o lefs than feven minutes, and the lecond to
lefs than half a minute, with the caleulations of the Ruffian aftro-
in the fituation of fo remote 5
uncertainty of more

1 by a great
found the longitude of

nomer: a coincidence which,
Place, does not leave an

miles, and which, for
ticuf:n'!}- remarked,
been in not exte

the credit

towards the eaft, For as 1}
of the Tichutzk; and the

able errors could not f

laid down 48 not more than 23°

The chief error in the
nding the boundaries of th
1ere was nothing

north-eaft point
places whereof the pofition had bee

the imperfe@ accounts of Behring’s

il to be introduced

than four Englifh
of feience, deferves to be par-
Ruflian maps hag
at empire fufficiently
to connect the land
of Afia with thofe
n carefully alcertained, except
and Synd’s voyages, confider-
, and that point wasg
2" eaflt of the meridian of Pe-

tropawlofl .
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tropawlofki. Coxe App. i No. 2. By the obfervations of
Captain King, the difference of longitude between Petropawlofki
and the Eaft Cape is 31° 9'; that is 8° 7 greater than it was
fuppofed to be by the Ruffian geographers.—It is probable that
this interefting portion of geographical knowledge will, in the
courfe of a few years, receive farther improvement. Soon after
the publication of Captain Cook's laft voyage, the great and en-
lightened Sovereign of Rullia, attentive to every thing that may
contribute to extend the bounds of fcience, or to render it more
accurate, formed the plan of a new voyage of dilcovery, in order
to explore thofe parts of the ocean lying between Aflia and Ame-
rica, which Captain Cook did not vifit; to examine more accu-
rately the iflands which firetch from one continent almoft to the
other; to furvey the north-eaft coaft of the Ruflian empire, from
the mouth of the Kovyma, or Kolyma, to the North Cape; and
to fettle, by aftronomical obfervations, the pofition of each place
worth notice. The condut of this important enterprife is com-
mitted to Captain Billings, an Engli(h officer in the Ruffian fer-
vice, of whofe abilities for that ftation it will be deemed the beft
evidence, that he accompanied Captain Cook 1n his laft voyage.
To render the expedition more extenfively ufeful, an eminent
naturalift is :1115*.cri:1tcd to attend Captain Billings. 5ix years will
be requifite for accomplifhing the purpofes of the voyage. Coxe’s

Supplement to Ruflian Difcoveries, p. 27, &e.”

Vor. I. Page 402, line ult. afler the words again(t them, add,

I'}{ confequence of this, he feels the knowledge which he pol-
fefles, and the efforts which he makes, and cither in delibera-

{ion or a&ion refts on himfelf alone.

C




definas habere,”

ADDITIONS, &c. TO Ds. ROBERTSON’s

VoL L. Page 423, line 9, afier Senegal, p. 176, add,
HE Periplus of Hanno has been tranflated
with refpect to it has been illuftrated

ingenuity, in a work publifhed by Do
pomanes,

» and every point
, with much learning
n Pedr. Rodrig, Cam-
entitled, Auligiie dad Maritima de Cartago, con el

fu General Hannon traducido ¢ iluftrado. Mad.

and

Periplo de
1756. 4to.

Voo 1. Page 448, line 5y after feet, add,
thoufand one hundred and two feet
in the antient continent,

no lefs than feven
above the higheft mountain

Vor. I, Page 466, line 6, after Introd, p- 26, add,

I\‘/‘[ DOBR[ZHUFFER, a Jefuit, w
i Paraguay, and who had fec
rious tribes which inhabit the countri

of Magellan, confirms, in every point

ther miﬁinnar}r Falkner,

ho refided eighteen years
n great numbers of the va-
es fituated upon the Straits
» the teftimony of his bro-
Dobrizhoffer enters
refpect to the opinions of fevera]
the Patagonians. Hay
travellers with regard

found on that coaft,

into fome detai with
authors concerning the ftate of

ing mentioned the reports of fome early

to the cxtraordinary fize of fome bones

which were fuppofed to be human ; and

that thefe bones belonged to fome

he concludes, “ de hifee offibus crede
» dummodo, me fuafore, Patagones pro gigantibus
Hiftoria de Abiffonibus, vol, i, p- 19, &c.

having endeavoured to {hew
large marine or land animal,
quicquid libuerit
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Vor. L. Page 471, line 10, delete the fentence beginning 1 have ob-
ferved, &c. and ending in their make, fine 12.; and infert 1

ils roont,

OBRIZHOFFER, the laft traveller, I know, who has refided
among any tribe of the ruder Americans, has explained {o
fully the various reafons which have induced their women to
fuckle their children long, and never to undertake fuch as were
foeble or diftorted, and even to deftroy a confiderable number of
their offspring, as to throw great light on the obfervations I have
made, p. 298. Hift. de Abiffonibus, vol. ii. p. 107. 221.

Vor. 1. Page 32, line 3, delete jfrom With this view, &ec. 10

the woords, royal authority line 17, and infert in ils room
] I3 Fi] 1 ?

E.. ITH this view he perfuaded the magiftrates of the colony

at Vera Cruz to addrefs a letter to the king, the chief ob-
ject of which was to juftify their own condu& in eftablithing a
colony independent on the jurifdiction of Velalquez. In order
to accomplifh this, they endeavoured to detra& from his merit, in
fitting out the two former armaments under Cordova and Grijalva,
affirming that thele had been equipped by the adventurers who
engaged in the expeditions, and not by the governor. They
contend that the fole object of Velalquez was to trade or- barter
with the natives, not to attempt the conquelt of New Spain, or to
{ettle a colony there. They aflert that Cortes and the officers who
fegived under him had defrayed the greater part of the expence
in fitting out the armament. On this account, they humbly re-
cuelted their fovereign to ratify what they had done in hig name,

Co2 and

[t
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and to confirm Cortes in the fupreme command by his royal
commiflion. That Charles might be induced to grant more readily
what they demanded, they gave him a pompous delcription of
the country 1.~]1,Lt; they had difcovered; of its riches, the num-
ber of its inhabitants, their civilization and arts ; they relate
the progrefs which they had already made in annexing fome
parts of the country fituated on the fea-coaft to the crown
of Caftile; and mention the fchemes which they had formed,
as well as the hopes which they entertained, of reducing the
whole to fubjection.

In this letter it is afferted, that though a confiderable number
of Spaniards had been wounded in their various encounters with
the people of Tabafco, not one of them died, and all had reco-
vered in a very fhort time. This feems to confirm what T ob-
ferve in p. 263, concerning the imperfe@ion of the offenfive wea-
pons ufed by the Americans. In this letter, the human facrifices
offered by the Mexicans to their deities are deferibed minutely,
and with gu_"lt horror ; fome of the Spaniards, it is faid, had been
eye-witnelles of thefe bmlmmqq rites.  To the letter is {ubjoined
a catalogue and defcription of the prefents fent to the emperor.
That publithed by Gomara, Chron. c. 20. feems to have been
copied from it. Pet. Martyr defcribes many of the articles in his
treatife De infulis nuper inventis, p. 354, &ec.

Vour. IL Page 54, line 18, for Tezeuco, read Tepeaca, and add
the following note :

AM indebted to M. Clavigero for correling an error of im-
portance in my defeription of Mexico. From the caft, where

Tezeuco was fituated, there was no caufeway, as I have obferved ;
0 and
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and yet by fome inattention on my past, or on that of the printer,

in all the former editions one of the caufeways was faid to lead to

Tezeuco.. M. Clavigero’s meafurement of the length of thele

caufeways, differs fomewhat from that which I have adopted
from F. Torribie. Clavig. il p. 72

Vou. Il. Page g2, line 0, at the aword country, add the fullow-"

ing nole :

R/I CLAVIGERO has cenfured me with afperity for re-
* lating this gallant afion of the two Mexicans, and for
fuppofing that there were battlements round the temple of
Mexico. 1 related the attempt to deftroy Cortes, on the au-
thority of Her. dec. 2

c. 6g. I followed them likewife in fuppofing the uppermoft plat-
form of the temple to be encompafied by a battlement or rail.

. lib. x. c. g. and of Torquemada, lib. iv,

Vou. II. Page 114, lne 4, for Tezeuco on the eaft fide of the

lake, read Tepeaca on the north fide of the lake.

Vor. II. Page 128, line 6, delete from But for fome reafon, &c.

to the werds, WO Yyears, line 25, and infert as follows :

UT as his general would not grant his fuit, and he expeded
greater jultice from his fovereign, whom he knew to be a
good judge and a gener
abruptly, and returned to Lifbon. In order to induce Emanuel
to liften more favourably to his claim, he not only ftated his paft

fervices, but offered to add to them by conduéing his country-

ous rewarder of merit, he quitted India

mcr
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men to the Molucca or Spice Iflands, by holding a wefterly courfe
which he contended would be both fhorter and lefs hazardous
than that which the Portuguefe now followed by the Cape of
Good Hope, through the immenfe extent of the Eaftern Ocean.
This was the original and favourite project of Columbus, and
Magellan founded his hopes of fuccefs on the ideas of that great
navigator, confirmed by many obfervations, the refult of his own
naval experience, as well as that of his countrymen in their inter-
courfe with the Eaft. But though the Portuguefe monarchs had
the merit of having firft awakened and encouraged the fpirit of
difcovery in that age, it was their deftiny, in the courfe of a few
years, to reject two grand fchemes for this purpofe, the execution
of which would have been attended with a great accellion of glory
to their reigns, and of power to their kingdom,

In cr:mi"equc:mc
of fome ill-founded prejudice againft

Magellan, or of fome
dark intrigue which contemporary hiftorians h

ave not explained,
Emanuel would neither beftow the

recompence which he de-
manded, nor approve of the fcheme which he

propofed ; and
difmiffed him with a difdainful

coldnefs, intolerable to 1 man
confcious of what he deferved, and a

nimated with the I".mgulilc
hopes of fuccefs peculi

ar to thofe who are capable of forming
or of condu@ing new and great undertakings. In a tran{port

of refentment, Magellan formally renounced his allegiance to an

ungrateful mafter, and fled to the court of Cafii]

e, where he
expected that his talents would be m

ore juflly eftimated. He en.
deavoured to recommend himfelf by offering to execute, under
the patronage of Spain, that fehe

me, which he had laid before
the court of Portugal
. = bk |

the accomplifhment of

which, he knew,
would wound the monarch again

Mt whom he was exalperated in
the moft tender part. In ordes to eflablith the juftnefs of his

theory,
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theory, he produced the fame arguments which he had employed
at Lifbon; acknowledging, at the fame time, that the undertak-
ing was both arduous and expenfive, as it could not be attempted
but with a fquadron of confiderable force, and victualled for at
leaft two years.

Vor. Il Page 273, line 23, at the words Spanifh writers, add

the jfollowing nole :

N the firlt edition, I obferved that in confequence of the de-

fruction of the ancient Mexican paintings, occafioned by the
zeal of Zummaraga, whatever knowledge they might have con=
veyed was entirely loft. Every candid reader muft have perceived
that the expreflion was inaccurate ; as in a few lines afterwards I
mention fome ancient paintings to be ftill extant. M. Clavigero,
not fatisfied with laying hold of this inaccuracy, which I cor-
rected in the fubfequent editions, labours to render it more glaring,
by the manner in which he quotes the remaining part of the fen-
tence. He reprehends with great afperity the account which I
give of the {canty materials for writing the ancient hiftory of
Mesxico, Vol. I. Account of Writers, p. xxvi. V. IL 380. My
words, however, are almoft the fame with thofe of Torquemada,
e been better acquainted with the ancient mo-

who feems to hav
numents of the Mexicans than any Spanifh author whofe works I
have feen. Lib. xiv. ¢. 0. M. Clavigero himfelf gives a defcrip-

tion of the deftruétion of ancient paintings in almoft the fame
terms I have ufed ; and mentions,
being fo fmall a number of ancient
niards, that the natives have become fo folicitous to preferve and

conceal them, that it is % difficult, if not impofiible, to make them
i):-ll';

as an additional reafon of their
paintings known to the Spa-
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part with one of them.” Vol I 4o7. 1L 194. No point can
be more afcertained than that few of the Mexican hiftorical paint=
ings have been preferved. Theugh feveral Spaniards have carried
on enquiries into the antiquities of the Mexican empire, No en-
gravings from Mexican paintings have been communicated to the
public, except thofe by Purchas, Gemelli Carreri, and Lorenzana.
[t affords me fome fatisfadtion, that in the courfe of my refearches
I have difcovered two colle@ions of Mexican paintings which were
unknown to former inquirers. The cut which I publifhed is an
exact copy of the original, and gives no. high idea of the progrefs
which the Mexicans had made in the art of painting. I cannot
conjeCure what could induce M. Clavigero to exprefs fome diffatif-
faction with me for having publifhed it without the fame colours
it has in the original painting, p. xxix. He might have recol-
lected, that neither Purchas, nor Gemelli Carreri, nor Lorenzana,
thought it neceflary to colour the prints which they have publifhed,
and they have never been cenfured on that account. He may refl
allured, that though the colours in the paintings in the Imperial
Library are remarkably bright, they are laid on without art, and
without “ any of that regard to light and fhade, or the rules of
perfpedlive,” which M. Clavigero requires, Vol. II. 378. If the
public exprefs any defire to have the feven paintings flill in my
polleflion engraved, T am ready to communicate them. The print
publithed by Gemelli Carreri, of the route of the ancient Mexicans

when they travelled towards the lake on which they built the capi~-
[+

tal ef their empire, Churchill, Vol. IV, P. 481, 15 the molt

finithed monument of art brous

14 P tha MNay " e
gt Irom the New »-.'_“;,Id, and

yet a very llight infpe&tion of it will latisfy every one, that
the annals of a nation conveyed in this manner muft be very

meagre and imperfedl
SACAETe and ;ul FICLL.
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Vour. IL.  Page 286, line 6, at the word avkward, add the fol-

lowing note :

S a fpecimen of the fpirit and ftyle in which M. Clavigero

makes his ftritures vpon my Hiftory of America, 1 fhall
publifh his remarks upon this paffage: ¢ Thus far Robertion;
“ to whom we anfwer, firft, That there is no realon to believe
¢ that thofe rude works were really Mexican.—Secondly, That
¢ neither do we know whether thofe perfons in whofe judgment
“ he confides, may be perfons fit to merit our faith, becaufe we
¢ have obferved that Robertfon trufts frequently to the tefli-
“ mony of Gage, Correal, Ibagnez, and other fuch authors,
¢ who are entirely undeferving of credit.—Thirdly, It is more
¢ probable, that the arms of copper, believed by thefe intel-
« Jigent judges to be certainly Oriental, are really Mexican.”
Vol. II. 301.—When an author, not entirely deftitute of inte-
grity or difcernment, and who has fome folicitude about his
own charader, aflerts that he received his information con-
cerning any particular point from perfons “ on whole judgment
¢ and tafte he can rely;” a very flender degree of candour,
one fhould think, might induce the reader to believe that he
does not endeavour to impofe upon the public by an appeal
to teftimony altogether unworthy of credit. My information
concerning the Mexican works of art depofited in the King
of Spain’s cabinet, was received from the late Lord Grantham,
ambaflador extraordinary from the court of London to that of
Madrid, and from M. Archdeacon Waddilove, chaplain to the
and it was upon their authority that I pronounced

embally ;
the coat of armour, mentioned in the note, to be of Oriental

D fabrick,
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fabrick. As they were both at Madrid in their public cha-
racter, '"1~cn the firlt edition of the Hiftory of America was
publithed, I thought it improper at that time to mention their
names. Did their decifion concerning a matter of tafte, or their
teftimony concerning a point of fa&, ftand in need of con-
firmation, I might produce the evidence of an intelligent tra-
veller, who, in decribing the royal cabinet of Madrid, takes
notice that it contains * fpecimens of Mexican and Peruvian
 utenflils, vafes, &e. in earthen-ware, wretched both in tafte
“ and execution.” Dillon’s Travels through Spain, p. 77. As
Gage compofed his Suwrvey of New Spain with all the zeal and
acrimony of a new convert, I have paid little regard to bis
teflimony with refpeét to points relating to religion. But as
he refided in feveral provinces in New Spain, which travcllers
feldom vifit, and as be feems to have cbferved their manners
and laws with an intelligent eye, I have availed myfelf of his
information with relpect to matters where religious opinion could
have little influence. Correal I have feldom quoted, and never
refted upon his evidence alone. The ftation in which Ibagnez
vas employed in America, as well as the credit given to his
veracity by printing his Regno Jeluitico among the large col-
leCtion of documents publithed (as I believe by authority) at
Madrid, A.D. 1767, juftifies me for appealing to his authority.

Vou. I, Page 319, line 11, afler the word commedious, add ar
follows :

T was a capital obje®t of Roman policy to open a commu-

ith all the 1‘1mlnuﬁ of their extenfive empire,

by means of thofe roads which are juftly confidered as one of

the

11%
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the noblelt monuments both of their wildom and their power.
But during the long reign of barbarifm, the Roman roads were
neglected or «deftroyed; and at the time when the Spaniards
entered Peru,- no kingdom in Europe could boaft of any work
of public utility that could be compared with the great roads -

r

formed by the Incas.

Vor. II. Page 429, lne 17, delele the [fentcnce beginning But
notwithftanding this general corruption, &c. and ending Ame-

rican dominions, line 24, and infert in ils room,

U'T notwithftanding this general corruption in the colonies o
of Spain, and the diminution of the income belonging to '
the public, occafioned by the illicit importations made by fo- L
cigners, as well as by the various frauds of which the colonifls

L=

B

themfelves are guilty ‘in their commerce with the parent ftate,
the Spanifh monarchs receive a very confiderable revenue from
1

their American dominions. r

Vou. II. Page 432, line 28, delete from The falaries, &c. fo the
end of the paragraph, and infert awhat follows :

| A HE falaries fixed by law are indeed extremely moderate ;
that of the viceroy of Pern is only thuty thoufand ducats ;
and that of the viceroy of Mexico, twenty thoufand ducats. Of

I late they have been raifed to forty thoufand.

D2
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Vou. I. Page 476, line 3, delcte from But his catalogue, &e.
to the words ignorant captors, page 383, line §, and infert in
ifs room,

-

U'T his catalogue of Mexican maps, paintings, tribute-rolls, ca=

lendars, 8. is much larger than one could have expe&ted, Un-
fortunately a fhip, in which he had fent a confiderable part of them
to Europe, was taken by an Englith privateer during the war
between Great Britain and Spain which commenced in the year
1739; and it is probable that they perifhed by falling into the
hands of ignorant captors.

Vou. IL Page 479, line 6, after c. 19, add as follows >

VEN M. Clavigero acknowledges that all the Mexican tem-~
ples were folid ftrutures, or earthen mounts, and of con-
fequence cannot be confidered as any evidence of their having
made any confiderable progrefs in the art of building, Clavig. IL

207.

Vou. II. Page 482, line 1, after landed there, add as follows :

HIS reafoning is juft. If the number of vi®ims in all the
provinces of New Spain had been fo great, not only muit
population have been prevented from increafing, but the human
race muft have been exterminated in a fhort time. For befides
the walte of the fpecies by fuch numerous facrifices, it is ob=-

6

fervable,
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fervable, that wherever the fate of captives taken in war, is either
certain death or perpetual flavery, as men can gain nothing by
fubmitting {peedily to an enemy, they always refift to the utter=

moft, and war becomes bloody and deftru@ive to the laft degree.

Vor. II. Page 492, linc ult. after the word people, add as
Jollowws :

T is remarkable that Torquemada, who wrote his Monarquia

Indiana about the year 1612, reckons the inhabitants of Mexico
1t that time to be only 7000 Spaniards and 8ooo Indians. Lib. iil.
c. 20,

Vou. I, Page 502, linc 24, after the words pencs me, add as

followos :

M CLAVIGERO has contradifted what T have related

concerning the ecclefiaftical ftate of the Indians, particularly
their exclufion from the facrament of the Eucharift, and from
holy orders, cither as Seculars or Regulars, in fuch a manner as
cannot fail to make a deep impreflion. He, from his own
knowledee, afferts, © that in New Spain not only are Indians
permitted to partake of the facrament of the altar, but thal
Indian priefls are fo numerous that they may be counted by
hundreds ; and among thefe have been many hundreds of rectors,
canons, and doctors, and, as report goes, even a very learned
bithop. At prefent, there are many priefts, and not a few
reCtors, among whom there have been three or four our own
pupils.” Vol, 1L 348, &c. 1 owe st therefore as a duty to the

public,
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public, as well as to myfelf, to confider each of thefe points with
care, and to explain the reafons which induced me to adopt the
opinion which I have publithed.

I Exew that in the Chriftian church there is no diftinction of
perfons, but that men of every nation who embrace the religion
of Jefus, are equally entitled to every Chriftian privilege which
they are qualified to receive. 1 knew, likewile, that an. opinion

L5

prevailed not

among moft of the Spanifh laity fettled in

America, but among *

many ecclefiaftics (I ufe the words of
Herrera, dec. ii. lib. ii. c. 15.), that the Indians were not perfeét
or rational men, and were not poflefled of fuch capacity as
qualified them to partake of the facrament of the altar, or of any
other benefit of our religion.” It was agdinft this opinion that
Las Cafas contended with the laudable zeal which I have de-
fcribed in Books IIL. and VI, But as the Bifhop of Darien,
Doctor Sepulvida, and other refpe@able ecclefiaftics, vigoroufly
{fupported the common opinion concerning the incapacity of the

e |

Indians, 1t became neceflary, in order to determine the point,
that the authority of the Holy See fhould be interpofed ; and
accordingly Paul IIl. iffued a bull A. D. 1537, in which, after
condemning the opinion of thofe who held that the Indians, as
being on a level with brute beafts, fhould be reduced to fervitude,
he declares that they were really men, and as fuch were capable
of embracing the Chriftian religion, and participating of all its
bleflings. My account of this bull, notwithflanding the cavils of
. Clavigero, muft appear juft to every perfon who takes the
trouble of perufing it; and my account is the fame with that
adopted by Torquemada, lib.. xvi, ¢. 25. and by Garcia, Orig.
p- 311.  But even after this decifion, fo low did the Spaniards
reliding in America rate the capacity of the natives, that the
firlt council of Lima (I call it by that name on the authority

of
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of the beft Spanifh authors) difcountenanced the admiffion of
Indians to the holy communion. Torquem. lib. xvi. ¢. 20.
In New Spain, the exclufion of Indians from the facrament
was ftill more explicit. Ibid.  After two centuries have elapfed,
and notwithftanding all the improvement that the Indians may
be fuppofed to have derived from their intercourfe with the
Spaniards during that period, we are informed by D. Ant. Ulloa,
that in Peru, where, as will appear in the fequel of this note,
they are fuppofed to be better inftructed than in New Spain, their
ignorance is fo prodigious, that very few are permitted to com-
municate, as being altogether deftitute of the requifite capacity.
Voy. I. 341, &ec. Solorz. Polit. Ind. L. 203.

With refpe@ to the exclufion of Indians from the priefthood,
cither as Seculars or Regulars, we may obferve, that while it
continued to be the common opinion, that the natives of America,
on account of their incapacity, fhould not be permitted to partake
of the holy f[acrament, We cannot fuppofe that they would be
lothed with that facred charater which entitled to confecrate and
to difpenfe it. When Torquemada compofed his Mounarguia
Tudiana, it was almoft a century after the conqueft of New Spain ;
and yet his time, it was fill the general praclice to exclude
Indians from holy orders. Of this we have the moft fatisfying

evidence. Torquemada having celebrated the virtues and graces

of the Indians at great length, and with all the complacency of

o miffionary, he ftarts as an objection to what he had aflerted,

& If the Indians really poffefs all the exceliant qualities which

1

you have deferibed, why are they not permitted to aflume the

religious habit? Why are they not ordained priefts and bifhops,
as the Jewifh and Gentile converts werc in the primitive church,
elpecially as they might be emplo] ed with fuch fuperior advantage
to other perfons in the  aftru@ion of their countrymen ¥ Lib, x .

R
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I anfwer to this objection, which eftablifhes, in the molt un-
equivocal manner, what was the general pradlice at that period,
Torquemada obferves, that although by their natural difpofitions
the Indians are well fitted for a fubordinate fituation, they are de-
flitute of all the qualities requifite in any flation of dignity and
authority ; and that they are in general fo addicted to drunk-
ennefs, that, upon the flighteflt temptation, one cannot promife on
their behaving with the decency fuitable to the clerical charaller.
The propriety of excluding them from it, on thele accounts, was,
he obferved, fo well juftified by experience, that when a foreigner
of great erudition, who came from Spain, condemned the practice
of the Mexican church, he was convinced of his miftake in a
public difputation with the learned and moft religious Father
D. Juan de Gaona, and his retraclation is ftill extant. Torque-
mada, indeed, acknowledges, as M. Clavigero obferves, with a
degree of exultation, that, in his time, fome Indians had been
admitted into monafteries; but, with the art of a difputant, he
forgets to mention that Torquemada fpecifies only two examples
of this, and takes notice that in both inftances thofe Indians had
been admitted by miftake. Relying upon the authority of Tor-
quemada with regard to New Spain, and of Ullea with regard
to Peru, and confidering the humiliating depreflion of the Indians
in all the Spanifh fettlements, I concluded that théy were not ad-
mitted into the eccclefiaftical order, which is held in the higheft
veneration all over the New World.

Bur when M. Clavigero, upon his own knowledge, afferted
falts fo repugnant to the conclufion I had formed, I began to
diftruft it, and to with for farther information. In order to obtain
this, I applied to a Spanifh nobleman, high in office, and eminent
for his abilities, who, on different occafions, has permitted me
to have the honour and benefit of correfponding with him; and
I requefted my refpectable friend Mr, Lifton, the Britifh Minifter

at
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at the court of Madrid, to make what inquiries he judged proper with
refpeét to this point. From the former, I have becn favoured with the
following anfwer. What you have written concerning the ad-
miffion of Indians into holy orders, or into monafteries, in BookVIIL,
efpecially as it is explained and limited in Note LXXXVIIL, of
the quarto edition, is 1n general accurate, and conformable to the
authorities which you quote. And although the congregation of
the council refolved and declared, Feb. 13, A.D. 1682, that the
circumftance of being an Indian, a mulatto, or meftizo, did not
difqualify any perfon from being admitted into holy orders, if he
was poflefled of what is required by the canons to entitle him to
that privilege; this only proves fuch ordinations to be legal and
valid (of which Solorzano, and the Spanifh lawyers and hiftorians
quoted by him, Pol. Ind. lib. il. c. 2g. Were perfuaded), but it
neither proves the propriety of admitting Indians into holy orders,
nor what was then the common pradtice with refpet to this; but,
on the contrary, it fhews that there was fome doubt concerning
the ordaining of Indians, and fome repugnance to it.

¢« §iycE that time, there have been fome examples of admitting
Indians into holy orders. We have now at Madrid an aged prieft,
a native of Tlafcala. His name is D. Juan Cerilo de Caftilla
Aquihual Catehutle, defcended of a Cazique con verted to Chrifti-
anity foon after the conqueft. He ftudied the ecclefiaftical {ciences
10 a feminary of Puebla de los Angeles. e was a candidate, ne-
verthelefs, for ten years, and it required much interelt before Bifhop
Abren would confent to ordain him. This ccclefiaftic is a man of
unexceptionable chara&er, modeft, {clf-denied, and with a compe-
tent knowledge of what relates to bis clerical funétions. IHe came
to Madrid above thirty-four years 2g0, with the fole view of fo-
liciting admiflion for the Indians into the colleges and feminaries in
New Spain, that if, after being well inftruéted and tried, they
hould find an inclination to entet : nto the ccclefiaftical ftate, they
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might embrace it, and perform its funQions with the greatelt be-
nefit to their countrymen, whom they could addrefls in native
tongue, He has obtained various regulations favourable to his
{cheme, particularly that the firft college which became vacant in
confequence of the exclufion of the Jefuits fhould be fet-apart for
this purpofe. But neither thefe regulations, nor many {imilar ones
inferted in the laws of the Indies, has produced any effect, on ac-
count of objections and reprefentations from the greater part of
perfons of chief confideration employed in New Spain. "Whether
their oppolition be well founded or not, is a problem difficult to
relolve, and. towards the folution of which, feveral diftin@ions and
modifications are requifite.

¢ AccomDING to the accounts of this ecclefiaftic, and the in-
formation of other perfons who have refided in the Spanifh do-
minions in America, you may reft aflured that in the kingdom of
Tierra Firmé no fuch thing is known as either an Indian fecular
prieft or monk ; and that in New Spain there are very few eccle-
fiaftics of Indian race. In Peru, perhaps, the number may be
greater, as in that country there are more Indiang who poflels the
means of acquiring fuch a learned education as is neceffary for
perfons who afpire to the clerical character.”

From Mr. Lifton, owing to fome incidents which itis unneceflaty
to {pecify, I have not yet received an anfwer to my queries, If the
intelligence, which from my experience of his obliging attention
I certainly expedt, fhall differ materially from that which I have
already received, I will not fail to communicate it to the public,
and will, without hefitation or relué@ance, make whatever altera-
tions may be neceflary in my narrative. Meanwhile, in Vol. IT.
p. 386. 1 28. suftead of no Indian is either ordained a priefl, it will
be more proper to read, very few Indians are ordained priefis,

T H EwEND.
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