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Departure from Chrifimas Harbour—Range along the
Coafl, to difcever its Pofition and Extent.—Several

ol et
Promontories and Bays, and a Peninfula, defcribed and

Another Harbour and

named.—Danger from Shoals.
a Sound.—Mr, Anderfon’s Obfervations on the natural
Produéiions, Animals, Soil, &c. of Kerguelen's Land.

& S foon as the fhips were out of Chriftmas Harbour, we
4 A fteered South Eaft . South, along the coaft, with a
fine breeze at North North Weft, and clear weather. This
we thought the more fortunate, as, for fome time paft, fogs
had prevailed, more or lefs, every day; and the continu-
ance of them would have defeated our plan of extending
Kerguelen’s difcovery. We kept the lead conftantly going ;
but feldom ftruck ground with a line of fifty or fixty

g
fathoms.

About feven or eight o'clock, we were off a promontory,
which I called Cape Cumberland. It lies a league and a
half from the South point of Chriltmas Harbour, in the
direction of South Eaft & South. Between them is a bay
with two arms, both of which feemed 1o aflord good fhelter
for fhipping. OIf Cape Cumberland is a {mall but precy
high ifland, on the fummit of which is a rock like a fen-
try-box, which occafioned our giving that name to the
ifland. Two miles farther to the Eaftward, lies a groupe of
fmall
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fmall iflands and rocks, with broken ground about them:

ril
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we {ailed between thefe and Sentry-Box Ifland, the chan- «——

nel being a full mile broad, and more than forty fathoms
deep ; for we found no bottom with that length of line.

Being through this channel, we difcovered, on the South
fide of Cape Cumberland, a bay, running in three leagues to
the Weltward. It is formed by this Cape to the North, and
by a promontory to the South, which I named Point Pringle,
after my good friend Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the Royal
Society. The bottom of this bay was called Cumberland
Bay; and it feemed to be disjoined from the fea, which
wafhes the North Weft coaft of this country, by a narrow
neck of land. Appearances, at lealt, favoured fuch a con-
jecture,

To the Southward of Point Pringle, the coaft 1s formed
into a fifth bay; of which this point is the Northern ex-
treme; and from it, to the Southern extreme, is about four
miles in the direction of South South Ealt i Ealt. In this
bay, which obrained the Name of White Bay, on account of
fome white fpots of land or rocks in the bottom of it, are
feveral lefler bays or coves, which feemed to be fheltered
from all winds., OfF the South point, are feveral rocks
which raife their heads above water ; and, probably, many
meore that do not.

Thus far our courfe was in a direction varallel to the

I
coaft, and not more than two miles from it. Thither our

glafles were continually pointed; and we could eafily fee
that, except the bortoms of the bays and coves, which, for
the moft part, terminated in fandy beaches, the {hores were
rocky, and, in many places, {fwarmed with birds; but the

7 COUDLY
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country had the fame barren and mnaked appearance as m
the neighbourhood of Chriflmas Harbour.

We had k on our larboard bow, land which firlt
opened off Cape St. Louis ¥, in the direction of South 3% Eaft,
thinking that it was an ifland, and that we fhould find a pai-
age between it and the main.  We now difcovered this to be
a miftake ; and found thac it was a peninfula, joined to the

reft of the coaft by a low ithmus. 1ca

led the bay, formed
by this peninfula, Repulfe Bay; and a branch of it feemed
to run 2 good way inland rowards the South South Weft.
Leaving this, we {leered for the Nurt*‘:cm ro nt of the penin-
fula, which we named Howe’s Foreland, in honour of Ad-

miral Lord Howe.

As we drew near it, we perceived fome rocks and breakers
near the North Weft part; and two iflands a !uaﬂrw* and a

half to the Eaftward of ir, which, ac firfl, appeared as éne.
I fleered between them and the Foreland 4, and was in the
middle of the channel by noon. At that time our latitude,
by obfervation, was 48" 51/ iw'uu'h- and we had made twenty-
fix miles of Eaft lc';z'.;:_;'-'_im ¢ from Cape St. Louis 1.

From this fituation, the moft advanced land to the South-
but the trending of the coaft from

. .'

was more Southerly. The iflands which lie

ward bore South Eaft;
tive Foreland

hough .k_L-r uelen’s fhips, in 1773, did not venture to explore this part of the

-.«'1 account of it anfwers well to Captain Cook’s. ¢ Dy I
tre connoiffance que celle de la figure de la cote, qui, courant
d au ::.I.:.J-]':ilﬂ & IL'I.-'I'_II'II'f enfuite ai .-,:_-_';:.."_;!'h formoit un prand oolfe, 1l

par des brifins & des rochers; il aveit aulfi une ifle bafle, & alfes

i d’une bien qllp-i:"l]r_'l.lﬁ." r::'-:’-'.':'.u:fun, POUT D€ pas gaffaler dans ce
M, de Pagés, Tom, ii. p. 67.

i off
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off Chriftmas Harbour bore North; and the North point of
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the Foreland, North 60° Welt, diftant three miles. The land «——u

of this Peninfula, or Foreland, isof a moderate height, and
of a hilly and rocky fubftance. The coaft is low, with
rocky points fhooting out from it; between which points
are little coves, with fandy beaches; and thefe, at this time,
were moftly covered with fea birds, We alfo faw upon
them fome feals.

As foon as we were clear of the rocks and iflands before
mentioned, I gave orders to fteer South Eaft by South, along
the coaft. Bur before thefe orders could be carried into ex-
ecution, we difcovered the whole fea before us to be che-
quered with large beds of rock-weed, which we knew to be
faft to the bottom, and to grow on rocky fhoals. I had
often found a great depth of water on fuch fhoals; and I
had, as often, found rocks that have raifed their heads
nearly to the furface of the water. It is always dangerous,
therefore, to fail over them before they are well examined ;
bur more efpecially, when there is no furge of the fea to
difcover the danger. This was the cafe at prefent, for the
fea was as fmooth as a mill-pond. Confequently we endea-
voured to avoid them, by fteering through the winding
channels by which they were feparated. We kept the lead
continually going; but never flruck ground with a line of
fixty fathoms. This circumftance increafed the danger, as
we could not anchor, whatever neceflity there might be for
it. After running in this manner above an hour, we difco-
vered a lurking rock, juft even with the furface of the fea.
It bore North Eaft ; Eaft, diftant three or four miles, and
lay in the middle of one of thefe large beds of weeds, This
was a fuflicient warning to make us ufe every precaution to
prevent our coming upon them,

Vor. L. L We
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We were now crofs the mouth of a large bay, that lies

—~—about cight miles to the Southward of Howe's Foreland. In

and before the entrance of this bay are feveral low iflands,
rocks, and thofe beds of fea-weed. But there feemed to be
winding channels between them. After continuing our
courfe half an hour longer, we were fo much embarraffed
with thefe fhoals, that I refolved to haul off to the Eaft-
ward, as the likelie means of extricating ourfelves from
the danger that threatened us. But fo far was this from
an{wering the intended purpofe, that it brought us into
more. 1 therefore found it abfolutely neceffary to fecure
the thips, if poflible, in fome place before night; efpecially
as the weather had now become hazy, and a fog was ap-
prehended. And fecing fome inlets to the South Weft of
us, I ordered Captain Clerke, as the Dilcovery drew lefs
water than the Refolution, to lead in for the fhore; winch
was accordingly done.

In ftanding in, it was not poflible to avoid running over
the edges of fome of the {hoals, on which we found from
ten to twenty fathoms water; and the moment we were
over, had no ground at the depth of fifty fathoms. Afrer
making a few boards to weather a {pit that run out from
an ifland on our lee, Captain Clerke made the fignal for
having difcovered an harbour ; in which, about five o’clock,
we anchored in fifieen fathoms water, over a bottom of fine
dark {and, about three quarters of a mile from the {hore;
the North point of the harbour bearing Morth by Eaft ! Eaft,
one mile diftant; and the fmall iflands 1n the entrance,
within which we anchored, extending from Eaft to South
Eait.

Scarcely were the fhips fecured, when it began to blow
very flrong; fo that we thought it prudent to ftrike top-

7 gallant
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gallant yards, The weather, however, continued fair ; and

3
rel

the wind difperfing the fog that had fettled on the hills, it ‘e——

was tolerably clear alfo. The moment, therefore, we had
anchored, I hoifted out two boats; in one of which I fent
AMr. Bligh, the Mafter, to furvey the upper-part of the har-
bour, and look for weod; for not a fhrub was to be feen
from the fhip. 1 alfo defired Captain Clerke to fend his
Matfter to found the channel that is on the South fide of the
fmall ifles, between them and a pretry large ifland which
lies near the South point of the harbour. Having given
thefe directions, I went myfelf, in my other boat, accompa-
nied by Mr. Gore, my firft Lieutenant, and Mr. Baily, and
landed on the North point, to fee what | could difcover from
thence.

From the higheft hill over the point, we had a pretty good
view of the fea-coaft, as far as Howe’s Foreland. It is
nuch indented, and feveral rocky points feemed to fhoot
out from it, with coves and inlets of unequal extent. One
of the latter, the end of which I could not fee, was dif-
joined from that in which the thips were at anchor, by the
point we then flood upon. A great many {mall iflands,
rocks, and breakers appeared feattered along the coaft, as
well to the Southward as Northward; and I faw no betrer
channel to get out of the harbour, than by the one through
which we had entered it.

While Mr. Baily and I were making the obfervations, Mr.
Gore encompafled the hill; and joined us by a different
route, at the place where I had ordered the boat to wait for
us. 'Except the craggy precipices, we met with nothing o
obftru& our walk. For the country was, if pofiible, more
barren and defolate than about Chriflmas Harbour. And
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yer, if there be the leaft fertility in any part of this land,
we ought to have found it in this, which is completely
theltered from the predominating bleak Southerly and
Wellerly winds. I obferved, with regre, that there was
neither food nor covering for cattle of any fort; and that, 1f
I left any, they muft inevitably perifh. In the little cove
where the boat waited for us (which 1 called Penguin Cove,
25 the beach was covered with thefe birds), is a fine rivulet
of freth water, that may be eafily come at. Here were alfo
fome large feals, thags, and a few ducks; and Mr. Baily
had a tranfient fight of a very {mall land bird; but it flew
amongft the rocks, and we loft it, About nine o'clock we
got on board.

Soon after, Mr. Eligh returned, and reported, that he had
been four miles up the harbour, and, as he judged, not far
from the head of it. He found that its direction was Well
South Welft ; and that its breadth, a little above the fhips, did
not exceed a mile; but grew narrower towards the head.
The foundings were very irregular, being from thirty-feven
to ten fathoms; and, except under the beds of {ea-weed,
which in many places extended from the fhore near half
channel over, the bottom was a fine fand. He landed on
both fhores, which he found barren and rocky, without the
leaft figns of tree or thrub, and with very little verdure af
any kind. Penguins, and other oceanic birds and feals, oc-
cupied part of the coaft; but not in fuch numbers as at
Chriftmas Harbour,

Finding no encouragement to. continue our refearches,
and, the next morning, both wind and weather being fa-
vourable, 1 weighed anchor and putto fea. To.this harbour
I gave the name of Port Pallifer, in honour of my worthy

friend
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friend Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer. It is fituated in the lati-
tude of 4¢° 3' South, in the longitude of 6g° 37’ Eaft, and
five leagues from Howe’s Foreland, in the direéion of South
25° Eaflt. There are feveral iflands, rocks, and breakers
lying in and without the entrance, for which the annexed
Chart of the coaft, and fketch of the harbour, may be con-
fulted. We went in and out between them and the North
head; but I have no doubr that there are other channels.

As we were flanding out of Port Pallifer, we difcovered a
round hill, like a fugar-loaf, in the diretion of South 72°
Eaft, about nine leagues diftant. It had the appearance of
an ifland lying at fome diftance from the coaft; but we
afterwards found it was upon the main land. In getting
out to fea, we had to fleer through the winding channels
amonglt the fhoals. However, we ventured to run over
fome of them, on which we never found lefs than eighteen
fathoms, and often did not flrike ground with twenty-four;
{o thar, had it not been for the fea-weed growing upon all
of them, they would not have been difcovered.

After we had got about three or four leagues from the
coaft, we found a clear fea, and then fteered Eaft till nine
o’clock, wlien the Sugar Loaf hill, above mentioned, which
I named Mount Campbell, bore South Eaft, and a fmall
ifland that lies to thie Northward of it, South South Eaft,

dittant four leagues. I now lteered more Southerly, in or-

der to get in wirth tlie land. At noon, the latitude by double
altitudes was 49° &' South; and we had made eighty miles
of Eaft longitude from Cape St. Lonis . Mount Campbell

el 1 priiih - TIT o f o a T Faire 2 r A ]
bore South 47° Weft, diftant about four leagues; a low
point, bevond which no land was to be feen, bore South

* Cape Francois,

South.
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South Eaft, at the diftance of about twenty miles; and we

were about two leagues from the fhore.
The land here is low and level ¥. The mountains ending

I
the low point, a grear extent of low
land is left, on which Mount Campbell is firuated, about
four miles from the foor of the mountains, and one from
the {ea coalt. Thelec mountains have a confiderable eleva-
tion, as alfo moft of the inland ones. They feemed to be
compofed of naked rocks, whofe fummirs were capt with
fnow. Nor did the wvalleys appear to greater advantage.
To whatever quarter we direfted our glaffes, nothing bu
{terility was to be feen.

We had fcarcely finifhed taking the bearings at noon,
before we obferved low land opening off the low point juft
mentioned, in the direction of South South Eaft, and eight
miles beyond it. This new point proved to be the very
Eaftern extremity of this land, and it was named Cape
Digby. Itis fitunated in the latitude of 49° 23’ South, and in
the longitude of 70° 34’ Eaft.

Between Howe's Foreland and Cape Digby, the fhore
forms (belides the feveral lefler bays and harbours) one
great bay that extends feveral leagues to the South Weft,
where it feemed to lofe itfelf in various arms running in
berween ‘the mountains.
weed grows all over 1t, which feemed to be the {ame fort of
weed that Mr. Banks diftinguilhed by the name of jfucus

i ™ ¥ .I:r:.' SETET - o
A ]:HGI.HIBI.UUE {lllﬂiull} of {ea-

I'his part of the coalt {cems to be what the Freach Giw on the ath of Tanuary
b B RO i pea o ERCR el LT el S | : = : i i 4
I774- Nonheur de I dFes (pedks of I thus @ *¢ Nous reconnumes une nouvelle cote
* ctendue de toute veuedans PER, & dans le Oueft.  Les terres de cette cote étoiene
T IMmnE SIEVeSs gue celics que nous avions voues julgues icij elles éroient auffi d*un

D Pagés, Toam. ii. p. 68.
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giganteus ¥, Some of this weed is of a2 moll enormous length,
though the ftem is not much thicker than a man’s thumb.
1 have mentioned, that on fome of the {hoals upon which it
grows, we did not ftrike ground with a line of twenty-four
fathoms. The depth of water, therefore, muft have been
greater. And as this weed does not grow 1n a perpendicu-
Iar direction, but makes a very acute angle with the bot-
tom, and. much of it afterwards {preads many fathoms on
the furface of the fea, I am well warranted to fay, that
fome of it grows to the length of fixty fathoms and up-
ward.

At one o’clock (having run two leagues upon a South
Faft : Eaft courfe, from noon) we founded, and found
eighteen fathoms water, and a bottom of fine fand. Sceing
a {mall bending in the coaft, on the North fide of Cape
Digby, I fteered for it. It was my intention to anchor there,
if 1 {hould find it might be done with fafety, and to land
on the Cape, to examine what the low land within it pro-
duced. After running in one league, we founded again,
and found thirteen fathoms; and immediately after, faw a
fhoal right before us, that feemed to extend off’ from the
thore, from which we were diftant about two miles. This
difcovery obliged us to haul off, Eaft by South, one league,
where our depth of water encreafed to twenty-five fathoms,
We then fleered along fhore, and continued in the fame
depth, over a bottom of fine fand, tll Cape Digby bore
Welt, two leagues diftant, when we found twenty-fix fa-
thoms.

After this we did not firike ground, though we tried

y . ey T B LR L : e R e
{everal times; but the fhip having a good deal of way, ran

# Spe Hawkelworth's Colleftion of Voyages, Vol ii. p. 42.
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the line out before the lead could reach the bottom ; and
being difappointed in my views both of anchoring and of
landing, 1 would not fhorten fail, but pufhed forward, in
order to fee as much of the coaft as peflible before night
From Cape Digby, it trends nearly South Weft by South
for about four or five leagues, or to a low point, to which,
in honour of her Majefty, I gave the name of Point Char-
lotte, and itis the Southernmoft on the low coaft

Six leagues from Cape Digby, in the direftion of South
South Weft & Weft, is a pretty high projecting point, which
was called Prince of Wales’s Foreland ; and fix leagues be-
yond that, in the fame direction, and in the latitude of 49°
54’ South, and the longitude of 70" 13" Eafl, is the moit
Southerly point of the whole coaft, which I diftinguifhed by
the name of Cape George, in honour of his Majefty.

Between Point Charlotte and Prince of Wales’s Foreland,
where the country to the South Weft began again to be
hilly, is a deep inlet, which was called -Royal Sound. It
runs in Wefl, quite to the foot of the mountains which
bound it on the South Well, as the low land before-men-
tioned does on the North. There are iflands lying in the
entrance, and others higher up, as far as we could diftin-
guifh. As we advanced to the South, we obferved, on the
South Weft fide of Prince of Wales's Foreland, another inlet

into Royal Sound; and it then appeared, that the Foreland

was the Eaft peoint of a large illand lying in the mouth of it.
There are feveral {fmall iflands in this inlet; and one abour
a league to the Southward of Prince of Wales's Foreland.

All the land on the South Weft fide of Royal Sound, quite
to Cape George, 1s compofed of elevated hills, that rife di-
rectly from the fea, one behind another, to a confiderable
4 height,
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height. Moft of the fummits were capt with fnow, and
they appeared as naked and barren as any we had feen.
The {malleft veftige of a tree or thrub was not difcoverable,
cither inland or on the coaft; and, I think, I may venture
to pronounce that the country produces none. The low
land about Cape Digby, when examined through our glafles,
refembled the reft of the low land we had before met with ;
that is, it appeared to be partly naked and partly covered
with a green turf; a defcription of which fhall be given in
its proper place. The fhore is compofed of fandy beaches,
on which were many penguins, and other oceanic birds;
and an immenfe number of fhags kept perpetually flying
about the fhips as we failed along.

Being defirous of geuing the length of Cape George, to
be aflured whether or no it was the moft Southerly point of
the whole land, I continued to ftretch to the south, under
all the fail we could carry, till half an hour palt feven
o’clock ; when, feeing no likelihood of wrcnm]ﬂnla.nf my
defign, as the wind had, by this time, thifred to Welt South
Well, the very lll'.lCLLlE;t'l in which we wanted to go, I took
the advantage of the fhifting of the wind, and flood away
from the coaft. ;

At this time Cape George bore South 53° Weft, diflant
about feven leagues. A fmall ifland that lies off the pitch

of the Cape, was 5?‘-:1 only land we could fee to the South of

1t ; and we were farther confirmed that there was no more
in that quarter, by a South Weft fwell which we met as
foon as we brought the Cape to bear in this direction.

But we have flill a flronger proof that no part of this land
can extend much, if at all, to the Southward of Cape
George ; and that is, Captain Furneaux’s wack in February

|
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1773, after his feparation from me during my late voyage.
His log-book is now lying before me; and I find from it,
that he croffed the meridian of this land only about feven-
teen leagues to the Southward of Cape George; a diftance
ar which it may very well be feen in clear weather. This
feems to have been the cafe when Captain Furneaux pafled
it. For his log-book makes no mention of fogs or hazy
weather ;s on the contrary, it exprefsly tells us, that, when
:n this fituation, they had it in their power to make obfer-
vyations, both for latitude and longitude, on board his fhip;
fo that, if this land extends farther South than Cape George,
.t would have been fcarcely poflible that he {hould have
pafled without feeing 1t

From thefe circumftances we are able to determine,
within a very few miles, the quantity of latitude that this
land occupies; which does not much exceed one degree and
a quarter. As to its extent from Eaft to Weft, that flill re-
mains undecided. 'We only know, that no part of it can
veach fo far to the Weft as the meridian of 65°; becaufe, in
1773, under that meridian, I fearched for it in vain %,

The French difcoverers, with fome reafon, imagined Cape
st. Louis + to be the projecting peint of a Southern conti-
nent.

# TIf the French obfervations, as marked upon Captain Cook’s Chart, and ftill more
authentically upon that publifhed by their own difcoverers, may be depended upon,
this land doth not reach fo far to the Welt as the meridian of 68°; Cape Louis,
which is reprefented as its moft Wefterly point,. being laid down by them to the Ealk
of that meridiam.

+ The idea of Cape Louis being this projefting peint of 2 Southern continent, mulft
have foon vanithed, zs Cape Francois, within a year after, was found, by the fame
difcoverer, tolie above one third of a degree farther North upon the fame land. But
if Kerguelen entertained any fuch in-_ng'::lntiun at firlk, we are fure that, at prefent,

he thinks very differently.  T'his appears from the following explicit declaration of his
fentimentss which deferves to be tranfcribed from his late publication, as it does equal

d honous
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nent. The Englith have fince proved that no fuch continent _ 1776

December. |

exifls ; and that the land in queflion is an ifland of no great ——— ’
extent *; which, from its ferility, I thould, with grear pro-

priety, call the Ifland of Defolation, but that I would not

rob Monfieur de Kerguelen of the honour of its bearing his

name 7.

honour to his candour, and to Captain Cook's abilities. ¢ La terre que j'ai decou-
& yerte eft certainement uwe Jfe; puifque le célebre Capitaine Cook a paflé au Sud,
& lare de fon premiere voyage, fans rien rencontrer.  Je juge méme, que cette ille »'/d
“ pas bien grands, Il y a auiffi apparence, d’aprés le Voyage de Monfieur Cook, [
£ gue toute cette étendue des Mers Meridionales, elt femée d'Ifles ou de rochers g
4 mais q:,"j[ n’j,r a i Condiient we gr.-.‘s.'rfs ferre K-urguch:u, P G2, L]

# Kerguelen, as we fec in the laft Note, concurs with Captain Cook as to this. |
However, he tells us, that he has reafon to believe that it is about two hundred leagues |
in circuit; and that he was acquainted with about fourfcore leagues of its coall. |
¢ J'en conngis environ quatre-vingt licues des cotes 3 & j';ﬁ lieu de croire, {lu'{_'t!u

¢ g environ deux cents licues de circuit.”  Kergwelen, ibid.

+ Some of Monfieur de Kerguelen’s own countrymen feem more defirous than we
are, toreb him of this honour. Itis very remarkable that Monfieur de ]’;Lgdﬁ NEVer
once mentions the name of his commander, And, though he takes occalion to enu-
merate the feveral French explorers of the Southern Hemilphere, from Gonneville
down to Crozet, he affedts to ]Jl-_'i'u'.'u an entire filence about i'.i-*.-'g;'..r.-]{*:*, whole firlt
voyage, in which the difcovery of this confliderable tradt of land was made, is kept as

isfied with refufing to

much ouet of fight, a3 if it‘never had taken place. f‘:;l}', not |z
acknowledge the right of another,” he almoft affumes it to himf
of the World, annexed to his book, at the {pot where the new
read this infeription = Jfer monwvelles dufrales vuies par Monfienr de Papésy en 1574,
He could fear L--;-I:.' have -.'.*ip:l'-.'lh‘.l himfelf in ﬂru_'l:_:._'r terms, if he had meant to convey
an idea that he was the condulor of the difcovery. And yet we know, that he was
z vailleau] on board one of the three thips commanded

For upon a Map
is delineated; we

only a Liettenant [Enfeigne d
by Kerruelen 3 and that the u‘.'Lj'L'CI'.'c'.'l.' had been alre:

y made in a former voyage, un-
dertaken while he was aftually engaged in his fi ngular journey round the world.
After all, it cannot but be remarked, that Kerguelen was peculiarl
: 3 ) =] |

having done fo litle to complete what be had begun.  He dileovered a new land indeed ;

y unfortunate, in

but, in twa L:L:I::-:_-g:i:'qilx to it, he could not once bring his ﬂ‘.:'p.‘- to: an anchor upon : 1R
any pact of its coafts. Captain Cook, as we have feen in this, and in the foregoing
Chapter, had either fewer dificulties to flruggle with, or wias more fuccefsful in fur-

mounting them.

M 2 Mr.
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Mr. Anderfon, my Surgeon, who, as I have already men-

———tioned, had made Natural Hiftory a part of his {tudies, loft

no opportunity, during the fhort time we lay in Chriftmas
Harbour, of fearching the country in every dire¢tion. He
afterwards communicated to me the obfervations he made
on its natural productions; and I fhall infert them here
in his own words.

 Perhaps no place, hitherto difcovered in either hemi-
fphere, under the fame parallel of latitude, affords fo fcanty
a field for the naturalitt as this barren {pot. The wverdure
which appears, when at a little diftance from the fhore,
would flatter one with the expectation of meeting with fome
herbage; but in this we were much deceived. For on land-
ing, we faw that this lively colour was occafioned only by
one {mall plant, not much unlike {fome forts of faxifraze,
which grows in large fpreading tufts, to a confiderable way
up the hills. It forms a furface of a pretty large texture,
and grows on a kind of rotten turf, into which one finks a
foor or twoat every flep. This turf, dried, might, in cafes
of neceflity, ferve for fuel, and is the only thing we met
with here that could poflibly be applied to this ufe.

There is another plant, plentifully enough feattered about
the boggy declivities, which grows to near the height of
two feet, and not much unlike a {mall cabbage, when it
has fhot into feeds. The leaves about the root are nume-
rous, large, and rounded; narrower at the bafe, and ending
in a {mall point. Thole on the flalks are much fmaller,
oblong, and pointed. The ftalks, which are often three
or four, all rife feparately from the root, and run into leng
cylindrical heads, compofed of {mall flowers. It has not
only
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only the appearance, but the watery acrid tafte of the anti-
fcorbutic plants, and yet differs materially from the whole
tribe ; fo that we looked upon it as a production entirely
peculiar to the place. We eat it frequently raw, and
tound it almoft like the New Zealand fcurvy-grafs. Bur it
feemed to acquire a rank flavour by being boiled ; which,
however, fome of our people did not perceive, and efteemed
it good. If it could be introduced into our kitchen gardenss
it would, in all probability, improve fo far by cultivation,
as to be an excellent pot-herb. At this time, none of its
feeds were ripe enough to be preferved, and brought home,
to try the experiment.

Two other fmall plants were found near the brooks and
boggy places, which were eaten as fallad ; the one almoft
like garden crefles, and very fiery; and the other very mild.
This laft, though but fmall, is in itfelf a curiofity ; hav-
ing not only male and female, but what the botanits call
androgynous plants.

A coarfe grafs, which we cut down for the cattle, Erows
pretty plentifully in a few {mall {pots abour the fides of the
harbour, with a fmaller fort which is rarer; and, upon
the flat ground, a fort of goofe-grafs, and another fmall
plant much like it. In fhort, the whole caralogue of plants
does not exceed fixteen or eighteen, including fome forts of
mofs, and a beautiful fpecies of /Jichen, which grows upon
the rocks, higher up than the reft of the vegetable produc-
tions. Nor is there even the leaft appearance of a fhrub in
the whole country.

Nature has rather been more bountiful in furpifhing it
with animals ; though, ftri¢tly {peaking, they are not inha-
bitants of the place, being all of the marine Kind; and, in

general,
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Al len:[r general, only ufing the land for breeding, and for a refting-
—— place. The moft confiderable are feals, or (as we ufed two
\ call them) fea bears; being that fort called the urfine feal.
il Thefle come afhore to reft or breed; but they were not very
' " numerous, which is not to be wondered at, as it is known
ali that thefe animals rather frequent out-rocks, and little

[.. I : iflands lying off coafts, than bays or inlets. They were, at
A H this time, thedding their hair, and fo tame, that we killed
' what number we chofe.

1 No other quadruped, either of the fea or of the land
M| kind, was feen; but a great number of birds, viz. ducks,
petrels, albatrofles, {hags, gulls, and fea-fwallows.

The ducks are about the fize of a teal or widgeon; but
fomewhat different in colour from either. They were in
ﬂ tolerable plenty about the fides of the hills, or even lower;
W and we killed a confiderable number, which were good,
' and without the leaft fithy tafte. We met with {fome of
the fame fort at the ifland of Georgia, in our late voyage.

The Cape petrel, or Pintado bird; the fmall blue one,
| which is always {ecen at fea; and the fmall black one, or
Mother Carey's Chicken, are not here in great numbers.
But we found a neft of the firlt with an egg in it, about the
fize of a pullet’s; and the fecond, though fcarce, was met
with in fome holes like rabbit-burrows.

Another fort, which is the largeft of all the pertrels, and
called by the feamen Mother Carey’s Goofe, is in greater
numbers; and fo tame, that at firlt we could kill them
with a flick upon the beach. They are not inferior in fize
to an albatrofs, and are carnivorous, feeding on the dead
N carcalles of feals or birds, that were thrown into the fea.
' Their
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Their colour is a futty brown, with a greenifh bill and feet; _ I?Fﬁ"L- :
CCCMmIGT s

and, doubtlefs, they are the fame that the Spaniards call ——

quebrantabueffos, whofe head 1s figured in Pernetty’s Voyage

to Falkland Iflands *.

Of the albatrofles, none were found on fhore except the
grey one, which is commonly met with at fea in the higher
Southern latitudes. Once I faw one of thefe fitting in the
cliff of a rock, but they were frequently flying about the
harbour ; and the common large fort, as well as a fmaller
with a black face, were {een farther out.

Penguins form, by far, the greateft number of birds here;
and are of three forts: The firft, or largeft, I have feen
formerly at the ifland of Georgiaf. It is alfo mentioned by
Bougainville $; bur it does not feem to be fo folitary as he
reprefents it, for we found confiderable numbers flocking
together. The head is black, the upper part of the body a
leaden grey, and the under part white, with black feer. It
has two broad ftripes of fine yellow, that begin on the fides
of the head, and defcending by each fide of the neck, meer
above its breaft. The ball 1s partly reddifh, and longer than
in the other forts.

The fecond fort of penguin fcarcely exceeds half the fize
of the former. The upper part of the body is a blackith
grey, with a white fpot on the upper part of the head,
growing broader at each fide. The bill and feet are yel-
lowith. A very accurate figure and defcription, both of this
and of the preceding, is given by Mr. Sonnerat §.

Fig. 2. Plate VIII.
Pennant’s Patagonian penguin. See his Gemera of Birds. 'Tab, 14. p. 66.
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The third fort of penguin met with here, had never been

w———— feen by any of us before. Its length is twenty-four inches,

and its breadth twenty.. The upper part of the body and
throat are black; the reft white, except the upper part of the
head, which has a fine yellow arch, looking backward,
and ending on each fide in long f{oft feathers, which it can
erect as two crefts,

The two firlt forts were found together on the beach; the
large ones keeping by themfelves, and walking in fmall
flocks amongft the others, which were more numerous, and
were fometimes feen a confiderable way up the fides of the
hills. The third fort were only found by themfelves, but
in great numbers, on the outer fthores of the harbour,
They were breeding at this time; and they lay, on the
bare flones, only one white egg, larger than that of a duck.
All the three forts of penguins were {fo tame, that we took
as many as we pleafed with our hands.

The thags of this place are of two forts; the lefTer corvo-
rant or water crow, and another, which is black above, with
a white belly; the fame that is found in New Zealand, Ter-
ra del Fuego, and the ifland of Georgia.

We alfo met with here the common fea-gull, fea-fwallow,
tern, and Port Egmont hen; the laft of which were tame
and numerous.

Another fort of white bird, flocks of which flew about
the bay, is very fingular; having the bafe of the bill co-
vered with a horny cruft ® It is larger than a pigeon, with
the bill black and the feet white, made like thofe of a cur-

* The theath-bill.  Scc Pennanit’s Genera of Birds, p. 43.
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lew. Some of our people put it in competition with the
duck, as food.

The feine was hauled once; but we found only a few fith
about the fize of a fmall haddock ; though quite different
from any we knew. The fnout is lengthened; the head
armed with fome flrong fpines; the rays of the back-
fin long, and very firong; the belly is large; and the body
without {cales. The only fhell fith are a few limpets and
mufcles; and, amongft the flones, a few {mall ftar-fith, and
{ea-anemonies, werc found.

The hills are of a moderate height; yet many of their
tops were covered with fnow at this time, though an{wer-
ing to our June. Some of them have large quantities of
flones, irregularly heaped together at their foot, or on their
fides. The fides of others, which form fteep cliffs towards
the fea, are rent from the top downward, and feem ready
to fall off, having ftones of a confiderable fize lying in the
filures. Some were of opinion that froft might be the caufe
of thefe fillures, which I fhall not difpute ; but how others
of the appearances could be effeéted, bur by earthquakes,
or fome {uch fevere {hocks, I cannot fay.

It appears that rain muft be almoft conflant here, not
only from the marks of large torrents having ruthed down,
but from the difpofition of the country, which, even on the
hills, is almoft an entire bog or {wamp, the ground finking
at every flep.

The rocks, or foundations of the hills, are compoled
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chiefly of a dark blue, and very hard, f{tor ermixed

with fmall particles of glimmer or quartz. This feems to

be one of the moit univerfal produdtions of Nature, as it
o ==L - e A

conflitutes whole mountains 1 Swedeny in scowland, at the
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Canary Hlands, the Cape of Good Hope, and at this place
Another brownifh brittle ftone forms here fome confider-
able rocks; and one which is blacker, and found in de-
tached pieces, inclofes bits of coarfe quartz. A red, a dull
yellow, and a purplith fand-ftone, are alfo found in fmall
pieces ; and pretty large lumps of femi-tran{parent quartz,
difpofed irregularly in polyedral pyramidal cryflals of long
fhining fibres. Some fmall pieces of the common fort are
met with in the brooks, made round by attrition ; but none
hard enough to refit a file. Nor were any of the other
{flones acted on by aqua fortis, or attracted by the magnet.

Nothing, that had the lealt appearance of an ore or me-
tal, was {een,”
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