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iffage from Kerguelen's to Van Diemen’s Land.— Ar-
rival in Adventure Bay—Incidents there.—Interviews
’:'J.'.-'firl the NVatives.—Their P f:;.'.a' and fjr;;"} rf? cribed —

count of their Bebaviour.—Table he Longitude,
erf. dey and Fariation.—Myr -“?’f--_.a"-;,:-,.';;; 5 Oﬁ_—_:e:;r vations
on the natural Produlions of the Country, on the Inba-
vitants, and their Language.
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ER leaving Kerguelen’s Land, I ficered Eaft by
% North, intending, in obedience to my inftruétions, to
touch next at New Zealand ; to recruit our water, to take in
rood, a -:5

I:|"|

to make hay for the cattle. Their number, by

this time, had been confiderably diminifhed ; two young

11ls, one of the heifers, two rams, and -feveral of the

having of late died

¢ we were employed in ex-
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Tuellay 7.
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Banday 19
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Weft; and the next day in the latitude of 48° 22’ South,

longitude 80 22’ Eaft, i': was 30° 47’ 18" Welt. This was the

greatelt variation we found in this paflage ; for afterward
it began to decreafe, but {fo flowly, that on the 3d, in the
evening, being then in the latitude of 48° 16’ South, longi-
tude 85° Eaft, it was 2g” 38 Wefk.

Thus far we had frefh gales from the Weft and South Weft,
and tolerably Lll:.‘"!.l weather. But now the wind veered to
the North, where 1t continued eight days, and was ate nded
During this time, we ran above three

with a thick 1'1'_“.-ﬂ'
nd then the weather

hundred leagues in the dark. Now a
mou"cl clear up, and give us a fight of the fun; l_:ut this
happened very feldom, and was always of fhort continu-

On the 7th, I hjhh_d out a boat, and fent an order to
in Van Diemen’s

ance.
Captain Clerke, appointi ing Adventure Bay,
Land, as our place of 1:r1r.h.n. ous, in cafe of feparation be-

fore we arrived in the merid lian of that land. But we were

fortunate enough, amidft all this foggy wea ither, by fre-

quently firing guns as fignals, though we {cldom faw each
other, not to lofe company.

On the 12th, being 1n the latitude of 48° 40’ South, lon-
gitude 15-:;‘ 26' Eaft, the Northerly winds ended in a calm;

which, after a few hours, was fucceeded by a wind. from

the Southward. This, wich rain, continucd for rwenty-four

hours; when 1t frefhened, and veered to the Welt and North
Weft, and brought on fair and clear weather.

We continued our courfe to the Eaftward, without meet-
ing with any Lhin g worthy of notice, till four o'clock in the

1 tm A Arrel fle Crveall s |
in a {udden iguall O Wi,

morning of the 1gth; when,
though the Difcovery received no damage, our i top-mait

¢ board, and carried the :1':’.".!1-'.;:']1 gallant-maft
with

S
1
i

went h}
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with it. This occalioned fome delay, as it took us up the
whole day to clear the wreck, and to fit another top-maft
The former was accomplifhed without lofing at‘u‘j.' part of it,
except a few fathoms of {mall rope. Not ]1 ing a {pare
main-top-gallant-maft on board, the fore-top-g "e!lant mait

was converted into one for our immediate ule.

The wind continued Wefterly, blew a frefh gale, and was
attended with clear weather; fo that fcarcely a day pafled
without being able to get obfervations for fixing the longi-
tude, and the variation of the compafs. The latter de-
creafed in fuch a manner, that in the latitude of 44" 18
South, longitude 132° 2’ Eafl, it was no more than 5° 34 1
Welt; and on the 22d, being then in the latitude of 43" 27

Ealt. So
1as N0 Vari-

South, longitude 141° 50’ Eaft, it was 1” 24 1

that we 11:ul crofled the line where the compals

o gl L* 4]

ation,

On the 24th, at three o'clock in the morning, we difco-
vered the coaft of Van Diemen’s Land, bearing North %
Weft, At four o'clock, the South Weft Cape bore North
North Weft £ Welt; and the Mewflone, North Eail by Eafl,

three leagues ¢ diftant. There are feveral iflands and ligh
rocks lying fcattered along this part of the coaft, the South-

ernmoft of which is the Mewllone. It is a round elevated
rock, five or fix leagues diflant from the South Welt Cape,
in the direction of South 55° Ealk,

At noon, our latitude was 43" 47' South, longitude 147°
Faft; and the fituation of the lands round us as follows:
An elevated round-topped hill bore North 17° Weft; the South

1 1

wWelt |:'||-;||;_'- North ?.__." W -._.”Z,. the Mewitone Welt L MNorthi;
b "-.l'il.i-.' Ifle or Rock ::.:-'f""l'.l -:-,-' ]_'::1[‘:- ':rl.:_[ E]_'l_;'\-__ 5;'_-,1_“:] Eaft or
South Cape North 40° Eaft, diftant near three leagues. The

land
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i i 1 1 g 8 RECSL S, (1 P ais s N bl Ll el LY,
land between the South Welt and the South Capes 15 ‘broken
= | i 15 = | H 1 Y v g e
and hilly, the coaft winding, with points fhooting out from
- i : - 2 % . TR ), e L
it: but we were too far off, to be able to judege whether the
1 | = STy g | EAEEERL R | Y >
bays formed by thele points were theltered from the {ea-
winds. The bay which aj ired to be the larocelt and
deepeft, lies to the Weltward of the peake 11l above-
e R e S T e, T P e TR T P i
mentionea. 1I'REe varmanon or fthe c H1pals LCTE, Was § 5

At fix o'clock in the afrernoon we founded, and found fixty
fathoms water, over 2 bottom of broken

'he South Cape then bdre North +35* Welt, two or three

lafman’s Head MNorth Eaft: and

leagues diftant; T willy
™5 ' | 5 1T 1 T 1 ] . 1

Rock South by Welt. ¢ Welt. About a league to the Eaft-
ward of Swilly, is another elevated rock, that is not taken
norice of by Captain Furneaux. I called it the Eddyflone,

from its v cat blance to that I‘Q- ht-houfe. Natur

feems to have lefr thefe two rocks here, for the fame pur-
polfe that Eddyitone light-houle was built by man, wviz.
(0 give 1 tors notice of the ¢ rers'around them. For
they are the confpicuous fummits of a ledge of rocks under

breaks very |
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up and frethened at South Eaft, which put it in my power

to carry into execution the defign 1 had, upon due confidera-
tion, formed, of carrying the fhips into Adventure Bay, where
1 might expect to get a {fupply of wood and of grafs for the

cattle ; of both which articles we fhould, as 1 now found
have been in great want, if I had waired till our arrival in

New Zealand. We therefore flood for the bay, and an-
chored in it at four o'clock in the afternoon, in twelve fa-
thoms water, over a bottom of fand and oufe. Penguin
liland, which lies clofe to the Ealt point of the bay, bore
North 84° Eaft; the Southernmofl point of
bore North 76° ; Ealt; and Cape Frederic Henry, or the
North point of the bay, bore North 33° Eaft, Our diftance

from the neareft fhore was abour three «

As foon as we had anchored, I ordered the boats to be

hoifted out. In one of them I went myfelf, to look for the
moit commodious place for furnilhing ourfelves with the
necellary {uj (e went 1 boar
upon the {a wWater we 1cl 1
1 ."Jl.:-'-_ L0 &l y L ; I " i

il Bt oft 1n need, was fcarce,

and alfo very coarfe. Necellity, however, obligc )
take iuch as we could gert.

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King to the Eaft
fide of the bav with two parties; one to cut y and the
other to cut gr: under the protetion of the marines,
whom | judged it prudent to land a nard. Foralithough,
as yvetr, none of the natives had appeared, there could be no
doubt that fome were in our neighbourhood, as we hail

feen columns of fmoke, from the time of our anproachi

e ey L | A o R —— | S e aeam——— o . - 1: 1] 2k
the coaft; and fome now was obferved, at no ereat diftance
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up in the woods. I alfo fent the launch for waters; and
frerwards vilited all the parties myfelf. In the evening,

el
we drew the feine at the head of the bay, and, at one haul,
caught a great quantity of fith. We fhould have got many
more, had not the net broken in drawing it afhore. Mofl
of them were of that fort known to feamen by the name of

elephant fith. After this, every one repaired on board with

what wood and grafs we had cut, that we might be ready
to {ail whenever the wind fhould ferve.

This not happening next morning, the pecople were fent
on fhore again, on the {fame duty as the day before. I alifo
employed the carpenter, vith parr of his crew, to cut fome
fpars for the ufe of the fhip; and difpatched Mr. Roberts,
one of the mates, in a {fmall boat to {urvey the bay.

In the afterncon, we were agrecably furprifed, at the

place where we were cutting wood, with a vifit from {ome

of the natives; cight men and a boy. They approached us
from the woods, without betraying any marks of fear, or ra-

M

ther with the greateft confidence imaginable; for none of
them had any weapons, except one, wlio held in his hand
a flick about two feet long, and pointed at onc end.

They were riz;:.n: naked, and wore no ornaments ; unlefs
we confider as fuch, and as a proof of their love of finery,
fome large punétures or ridges raifed on different parts of
their bodies, fome in firaight, and others In curved lines.

They were of the common ftature, buc rather {lender.
Their fkin was black, and alfo their hair, which was as
woolly as that of any native of Guinea; but they were not
diftinguithed by remarkably thick ips, nor flat nofes. On
the contrary, their features were ifar from being difagree-

able,
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able. They had pretty good eyes; and their teeth were

97
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tolerably even, but very dirty. Moft of them had their hair «—m—

and beards fmeared with a red ointment; and fome had
their faces alfo painted with the fame compofition.

They received every prefent we made to them, without
the leaft appearance of fatisfaction. When fome bread was
given, as {foon as they underftood that it was to be eaten,
they either returned it, or threw it away, without even ta-
fling it. They alfo refufed fome elephant fith, both raw and
drefled, which we offered to them. But upon giving fome
birds to them, they did not return thefe, and eafily made us
comprehend that they were fond of fuch food. I had
brought two pigs athore, with a view to leave them in the
woods. The inftant thefe came within their reach, they fei-
zed them, as a dog would have done, by the ears, and were
for carrying them off immediately ; with no other intention,
as we could perceive, but to kill them.

Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the ftick which one of
our vifiters carried in his hand, 1 made figns to them to thew
me ; and fo far fucceeded, that one of them fet up a piece
of wood as a mark, and threw at it, at the diftance of about
twenty yards. But we had little reafon to commend his
dexterity ; for, after repeated trials, he was ftill very wide
from the object. Omai, to thew them how much fuperior
our weapons were to theirs, then fired his mufquet at it;
which alarmed them fo much, that notwithftanding all we
could do or fay, they ran inftantly into the woods, One of
them was fo frightened, that he let drop an axe and two
knives, that had been given to him. From us, however,
they went to the place, where fome of the Difcovery’s people
were employed in taking water into their boat. The officer

Vor. L, O of
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a vifir, nor what their intent might be, fired a mufquet in
the afr, which fent them off with the greatelt pn'«;ép]L;-l-

tion.

5
3

This ended our firlk interview with the matives. Imme-

diately after their final retrear, judging ‘that their fears
would prm'mzt their remaining 1-:;1:‘1.‘!10n;-,h to oblerve-what
was pafling, I orde +red the two pigs, beéing a bour and fow,
= [ ] | L ]

to be ‘éarried about a mile within 1.].!1_' woots, at 'the head of

the bav. 1 {aw them left there, by the fide of a frefh-wa
brook. A young bull and a cow, and fome theep and goats,

vere alfo, at firft, intéhded to have been left by me; as an
additio nhl prefent to Van Dicmen’s Land, Buc T foon laid

afide all L-m=:~.'rht of this, from a perfuafion that the natves,

incapable of entering into my views of improving ti:r:il_'
1

e

Y
country, -would deftroy them. If ever they {hould meet

with the pies, I have ho doubt this will be thewr fate. Bur
L ) ’

as that race of animals foon becomes wild, and 1s fond of

the thickeftcover of the woods, there 13 great probability
: = 1 - A s A mE a1yl SR =

of their being preferved. An open place, muil have been

chofen for the accommodation of the, other cattle; and

i Q . 1 1.1 N e T L e e

inchi g BUaon, L :.' COLLAL T101L Lﬁ'ﬁ_lll_u:} nave remaince Com-

cealed many days.

The morning of the soth ‘was ufhered in with a dead

|

calm, which CL}]"J[II'J.LI""L]. all day, and effectually prevented

our failing. 1 therefore fent a party over to the Eaft point
of the bay to cut grafs; having been informed that fome of
a fuperior quality grew there. Another party, to cut wood,
was ordered to'go to the ufual pT..'.cc_, and I accompanied them
myfelf. ‘We had obferved feveral of the natives, this morn-
ing, fauntering along the fhore, which affured us, that

7 though
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le themy leave us fo

abruptly the day before, they were convinced that we in-
tended them no mifchief, and were defirous of renewing
the intercourfe. It was natural that I thould wifh to be pre-

{fent on the occafion.

We had not been long landed, before about twenty of them,
men and boys, joined us, withouyt exprefling the leaft fign of
1

i1
fear or diltruft. There was one of this company conipicu-

-

oufly deformed ; and who was not more diltinguifhable by

T
|
|

- i | O % % ] P - I . R = g - *
wwmp upon his back, than by the drollery of his gef-
tures, and the {feeming humour of hi '

115 {peeches: which he

was very fond of exlubiting, as we {uppofed, for our enteg-

tainment. But, 1_‘.1;2.:::a;",-;al.ul}', we could not underftand

him ; the language fpoken here being wholly unintelligible
. i

" R Fannedred ra e bm e AT arar e e Tl T 5

tous. It appeared to me, to be different from that fpoken by

inhabitants of the more northern parts of this country,

whom I met'with in'my firft voyage; which is not extraor-

"
joasl  aw

L!El‘l:!]'j.', lince thole we now faw, an

¥ o - e
fioie we then vifited,

differ in many other refpeéts ¥, Nor

they feem to be

B T
ne n: L'
i
him. to
I iy ]
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fuch miferable wrerches as the natives whom Dampier men-
tions to have feen on its weftern coaft *

Some of our prefent groupe wore, loofe, round their
necks, three or four folds of {fmall cord, made of the fur of
fome animal; and others of them had a narrow flip of the
kangooreo {kin tied round their ancles. 1 gave to each of
them a ftring of beads, and a medal; which I thought they
received with fome fatisfattion. They feemed to fet no
value on iron, or on iron tools. They were even ignorant
of the ufe of fith-hooks, if we might judge from their
manner of looking at fome of ours which we thewed to

them.

We cannot, however, fuppofe it to be poffible that a peo-
ple who inhabit a fea-coaft, and who feem to derive no part
of their fuftenance from the productions of the ground,
{hould not be acquainted with fome mode of catching fith,
though we did not happen to fee any of them thus employ-
ed; nor obferve any canoe or veflel, in which they could go
upon the water. Though they abfolutely rejected the fort
of fith that we offered to them, it was evident that fhell-

* And yet Dampier’s New Hollanders, on the Weftern coaft, bear a ftriking re-
femblance to Captain Cook’s at Van Diemen’s Land, in many remarkable inftances:

1ft, As to their becoming familiar with the firangers,

ﬁwﬁhﬁmHMdemw+Mmgﬂm@hdmﬁﬂ,mdtﬁn;mﬂrEMbhﬂgam
black, fhort, curled hair, like the Negrocs of Guinea ; with wide mouths,

dly, As to their wretched condition ; having no houles, no garment, nNo Canocs, no
hﬂmmmnunwhh@cmmfﬁh@unhNMﬁm&k%cmHﬁ,mdmﬁwmﬁhH
having no fruits of the garth ; their weapons a ftraight pole, tharpened and hardened
at the end, &ec. &c.

The chief peculiarities of Dampier’s miferable wretches are, tft, Their eye-lids be-
ingdwmﬁhﬂfdn&¢tukﬂpﬂmﬂksom,de1wmﬂEMTMwHanhmmmcdmm;
and, 2dly, Their wanting the two fore-teeth of the upper jaw, and their having no
beards. See Dampier’s Voyages, Vol. i. p. 464, &c. There feems to be no reafon

for fuppofing that Dampier was miftaken in the above account of what he faw.
fifh,
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fith, at leaft, made a part of their food, from the many

IOk
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heaps of mufcle-fhells we faw in different parts near the ‘——.

fhore, and about fome deferted habitations near the head of
the bay. Thefe were little theds or hovels built of fticks,
and covered with bark. We could alfo perceive evident
figns of their fometimes taking up their abode in the trunks
of large trees, which had been hollowed out by fire, moft
probably for this very purpofe. In or near all thefe habita-
tions, and wherever there was a heap of fhells, there re-
mained the marks of fire; an indubitable proof that they
do not eat their food raw.

After flaying about an hour with the wooding party and
the natives; as I could now be pretty confident that the latter
were not likely to give the former any difturbance, I left
them, and went over to the grafs-cutters on the Eaft point
of the bay, and found that they had met with a fine patch.
Having feen the boats loaded, I left that party, and returned
on board to dinner; where, fome time after, Lieutenant
King arrived.

From him I learnt, that I had but juft left the fhore, when
feveral women and children made their appearance, and
were introduced to him by fome of the men who attended
them. He gave prefents to all of them, of fuch trifles as he
had about him. = Thefe females wore a kaugosroo {kin (in the
fame fhape as it came from the animal) tied over the fhoul-
ders, and round the waill. But its only ufe feemed to be,
to fupport their children when carried on their backs; for
it did not cover thofe parts which moft nations conceal;
being, in all other refpects, as naked as the men, and as
black, and their bodies marked with {cars in the {ame man-
ner. But in this they differed from the men, that though

q their
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their hair was of the fame colour and texture, {fome of them
had their heads completely fhorn or fhaved; mn others this

operation had been performed only on one ide, while the
reft of them had all the upper part of the head fhorn clofe,
leaving a circle of hair all round, fomewhat like the tonfure
of the Romith Ecclefiaflics ®. Many of the children had fine

features, and were 1]"’}‘1"3I‘L' Fr"![i“ but of the perfons of
the women, efpec 1ally thofe advanced in years, a lefs fa-
vourable report was made: However, fome of the Gentlemen
belonging to the Difcovery, I was told, paid their addrefies,
Hml made liberal offers of prefents, which were rejected
with great difdain ; wh-“lhr:r from a fenfe of virtue, or the
1;.;1' of difplealing their men, I fhall not pretend to deter-
mine, That this f»;1I:am1-}' was not very agreeable to the
latter, is certain: for an elderly man, as foon as he obferved
it. ordered all the women and children to retire, which
1-

they obeyed, though fome of them fhewed a little reluc-

O vtk A E Bayrar - " I ’:' > LT Ry

nduét of Europeans amonglt Savages, to their wo-
i - 1+r | Et s £ e PP Sy e :.. 1l 3 Ty

men, is highly blameable; as it creates a jealouly in thewr

men, that may be attended with confequences fatal to the

fuccels of the commeon enterprize, and to the whole body

Captain Cock's account of the matives of Van Diemen's Land
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of adventurers, without advancing the private purpole of
the individual, or enabling him to gain the objeft of his
withes. I believe it has been generally found amongt un-
civilized people, that where the women are ealy of accéls,
the men are the firft to offer them to flrangers; and that,
where this is not the cafe, neither the allurement of pre-
fents, nor the opportunity of privacy, will be likely to have
the defired effeét. This obfervation, 1 am fure, will hold
good, throughout all the parts of the South Sea where I have
been. Why then fhould men aét {o abfurd a part, as to rilk
their own fafety, and that of all their companions, in pur-
fuit of a gratification which they have no probability of
obtaining ?

In the afternoon I went again to the grafs-cutters, to for-
ward their work. I found them then upon Penguin Ila
where they had met with a plentiful crop of « excellent grals
We laboured hard till fun-fet, and then repaired on board,
fatisfied with the quantity we had collefted, and which I
judged fufficient to laft till our an ival in New Zealand.

During our whole ftay, we had either calms or light airs
from the Eaftward. Little or no time, therefore, was loft
by my purtting in at this place. For if I had kept the fea,
we fhould not have been twenty leagues advanced farther
on our voyage. And, fhort as our continuance was here,
it has enabled me to add fomewhat to the imperfect ac-
quaintance that hath hitherto been acquired, with this part
of the globe.

van Diemen’s Land has been twice vifited before.
fo named by Tafman, who difcovered it in November, 1642.
From that time it had efcaped all farther notice by Euro-
pean navigators, till Captain Furneaux touched at it in

1y ]
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March 1773. I hardly nced fay, that it is the Southern
point of New Holland, which, if it doth not deferve the

name of a continent, is by far the largeft ifland in the
world.

The land is, for the moft part, of a good height, diverfified
with hills and valleys, and every where of a greenifh hue.
It is well wooded; and, if one may judge from appear-
ances, and from what we met with in Adventure Bay, is
not ill fupplied with water. We found plenty of it in three
or four places in this bay. The beft, or what is moft con-
venient for fthips that touch here, is a rivulet, which is one
of feveral that fall into a pond, that lies behind the beach
at the head of the bay. It there mixes with the fea-water;
fo that it mufl be taken up above this pond, which may be
done without any great rrouble. Fire-wood is to be got,
with grear eafe, in feveral places.

The only wind to which this bay is expoled, is the North
Eaft. But as this wind blows from Maria’s iflands, it can
bring no very great fea along with it; and therefore, upon
the whole, this may be accounted a very fafe road. The
bottom 1is clean, good holding ground; and the depth of
water from twelve, to five and four fathoms. But the an-
nexed Chart will convey a better idea of every thing neceflary
t0 be known about Adventure Bay, than any defcription.

Captain Furneaux’s fkerch of Van Diemen’s Land, pub-
lithed with the Narrative of my laft Voyage ®, appears to me
to be without any material error, except with regard to Ma-
ria’s llands, which have a different ficuation from what is
there reprefented. What my idea of them 1is, will be feen

® Vol i..p. 115,
in
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in the {letch of that coaft here inferted; and I infert it, not
as the refult of a more faithful, but merely of a fecond
examination. The longitude was determined by a great
number of lunar obfervations, which we had before we
made the land, while we were in fight of it, and after we
had left it ; and reduced to Adventure Bay, and the feveral
principal points, by the time-keeper. The following Table

Fam1
DOt

will exhibit 1 the longitude and latitude at one view:

Latitude Sonth. Longitnde Eaft,
Adventure Bay, = = 43° a1’ 20"—145° 29’ ¢
Tafman’s Head, - - 43 83 c=———147 28 o
South Cape, - E £ ™o 140 56 o
South Weft Cape, - e i i - 40 4 o
Swilly Iile, - - - 43 5 o© 47 6 o

{ Variation of the compafs 5° 15’ Eaft.

Adventure Bay,y . . :
' ZD:? of the South End of the Needle 7¢° 15z,

We had high-water on the 29th, being two days before
the laft quarter of the moon, atnine inthe morning. The
perpendicular rife then was eighteen inches; and there
was no appearance of its having ever exceeded two feet and
a‘half. Thefe are all the memorials ufeful to navigation,
which my fhort ftay has enabled me to preferve, with re-
fpect to Van Diemen’s Land.

Mr. Anderfon, my Surgeon, with his ufual diligence,
fpent the few days we remained in Adventure Bay, in exa-
mining the country. His account of its natural produc-
tions, with which he favoured me, will more than com-
penfate for my filence about them: fome of his remarks on
the inhabitants will fupply what I may have omitted or re-

P Tele-Ta.

prefented imperfetly ; and his fpecimen of their language,

Yor. L P howevey
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' !Il ﬂ: Rk however {hort, will be l]',-i:m_qhtwfvorth attending :‘n,.h}' t}m;’:

' w——— who wifth to colle materials for tracing the origin of na-
tions. I fhall only premife, that the tall flraight foreft

| trees, which Mr. Anderfon defcribes in the following ac-

-H.i li‘i count, are of a different furE h'?m Ih-:-]f{_' w?ﬂch are fu.uml In
5!" the more Northern parts of this coalt. The _wood 15 very
f.['i 5! I long and clofe-grained ; extremely tough ; fi‘t for {pars, oars,
il ’i.“ and many other ufes; and wo_uh!, on occalion, t‘l‘l:.l.?if.‘. good
{ [ i 1 mafls (perhaps none better), if a method could be found to

lighten it.

e T

e

“ At the bottom of Adventure Bay is a beautiful fandy
beach, which feems to be wholly formed by the parricles
waflhed by the fea from a very fine white fand-flone, that
in many places bounds the fhore, and of which Fluted
Cape, in the neighbourhood, from its appearance, feems
to be compofed. This beach is about two miles long,
and is excellently adapted for hauling a feine, which
both fhips did repeatedly with fuccefs. Behind this, is
a plain or flat, with a falr, or rather brackith lake (run-
! ning in length parallel with the beach), out of which
we caught, with angling rods, many whitifh bream,

and fome fmall trout. The other parts of the country ad-
| joining the bay are quite hilly ; and both thofe and the flat
I are an entire foreft of very rall trees, rendered almoft impafl-
able by fhrubs, brakes of fern, and fallen trees; except on
. the fides of fome of the hills, where the trees are but thin,

and a coarfe grafs is the only interruption.

To the Northward of the bay there is low land, ftretching
| farther than the eye can reach, which is only covered with
wood in certain fpots; bur we had no opportunity to exa-
| mine in what refpedts it differed from the hilly country.

i The
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The {oil on the flat land is either fandy, or confifts of a yel-
lowith mould, and, in fome places, of a reddith clay. The
fame is found on the lower part of the hills; but farther
up, efpecially where there are féw trees, itis of a grey tough
caft, to appearance very poor.

In the valleys between the hills, the water drains down
from their fides; and at laft, in fome places, forms fmall
brocks; fuch indeed as were {ufficient to fupply us with
water, but by no means of that fize we might expect in fo
extenfive a country, efpecially as it is both hilly and well
wooded. Upon the whole, it has many marks of being
naturally a very dry country; and perhaps might (inde-
pendent of its wood) be compared to Africa, about the Cape
of Good Hope, though that lies ten degrees farther North-
ward, rather than to New Zealand, on its other fide, in the
fame latitude, where we find every valley, however fmall,
furnifhed with a confiderable flrecam of water. The heat too
appears to be great, as the thermometer ftood at 64, 70, and
once at 74. And it was remarked, that birds were {eldom
killed an hour or two, before they were almoft covered with
fmall maggots, which I would rather attribute merely to
the heat; as we had not any reafon to fuppofe there is a pe-
culiar difpofition in the climate to render [ubftances foon
putrid.

" No mineral bodies, nor indeed ftones of any other fort,
but the white fand one already mentioned, were obferved.

Amonglt the vegetable produftions, there is not one, that
we could find, which afforded the {malleft {ubfiftence for
man.

The foreft trees are all of one fort, growing to a great
height, and in general quite ftraight, branching but little,

11
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till towards the top. The bark is white, which makes them
appear, at a diftance, as if they had been peeled; it 1s alfo
thick ; and within itare fometimes collected, picces of a red-
difh tranfparent gum or refin, which has an aftringent tafle.
The leaves of this tree are long, narrow, and pointed; and
it bears cluflers of {mall white flowers, whofe cups were,
at this time, plentifully fcattered about the ground, with
another fort refembling them fomewhat in fthape, but much
larger; which makes it probable that there are two jpecies of
this tree. The bark of the fmaller branches; fruir, and
leaves, have an agrecable pungent tafte, and aromatic fimell,
not unlike peppermint; and in its nature, it has fome
aflinity to the ayrees of botanifls.

The moft common tree, next to this, is a fmall one about
ten feet high, branching pretty much, with narrow leaves,
and a large, yellow, cylindrical flower, confifting only of a
valt number of filaments; which, being fhed, leave a fruit
like a pine top. Both the above-mentioned trees are un-
known in Europe,

The underwood confifts chiefly of a fhrub fomewhat re-
fembling a myrtle, and which feems to be the leprofpermun:
feoparium, mentioned in Dr.Forfter’s Char. Gen. Plant.; and, in
fome places, of another, rather {maller, which is a new jpe-.
cies of the melalenca of Linnzeus.

Of other plants, which are by no means numerous, there
is a fpecies of gladiolus, ruth, bell-flower, famphire, a {mall
{fort of wood-forrel, milk-wort, cudweed, and Job's tears;
with a few others, peculiar to the place.. There are feveral
kinds of fern, as polypody, fpleenwort, female fern, and
fome mofles ; but the fpecies are either common, or at leaft
found in fome other countries, efpecially New Zealand.

The
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The only animal of the quadruped kind we got, was a
fort of spoffim, about twice the fize of a large rat; and is,
moft probably, the male of that /pecies found at Endea-
vour River, as mentioned in Hawkeflworth's Colleftion of
Voyages *.. It i1s of a dufky colour above, tinged. with a
brown or rufty caft, and whitifh below. Abour a third of
the tail, towards its tip, is white, and bare underneath; by
which it probably hangs on the branches of trees, as it
climbs thefe, and lives on berries. Mr. Webber's drawing
will give a better idea of it than any defcription. The fan-
gooroo, another animal found farther Northward in New
Holland, as defcribed in the fame Voyage+; without all
doubt alfo inhabits here, as the natives- we met with had
fome pieces. of their fkins; and we feveral times faw ani-
mals, though indiftinétly, run from the thickers when we
walked in the woods, which, from the fize, could be no
other. It fthould feem alfo, that they are in confiderable
numbers, from the dung we faw almoit every where, and
from the narrow tracks or paths they have made amongft
the fhrubbery.

There are feveral forts of birds, but all fo fcarce and fhy,
that they are evidently harafled by the natives, who, per-
haps, draw much of their fubfiftence from them. In the
woods, the principal forts are large brown hawks or cagles ;

crows, nearly the fame as ours in England; yellowifh pa-
¥

roquets; and large pigeons. There are alfo three or four
{fmall birds, one of which is of the thrufh Kind; and ano-
ther {fmall one, with a pretwy long rtail, has part of the head
and neck of a mofl beautiful azure colour ; from whence we
named it motacilla cyanea. On the fhore were feveral com-
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mon and fea gulls; a few black oyfter catchers, or fea-pies;
and a pretty plover of a flone colour, with a black hood.
About the pond or lake behind the beach, a few wild ducks
were feen; and fome fhags ufed to perch upon the high
leaflefs trees near the fthore.

Some pretty large blackifh fnakes were feen in the woods;
and we killed a large, hitherto unknown, lizard, fifteen
inches long and fix round, elegantly clouded with black and
yellow ; belides a {fmall fort, of a brown gilded colour above,
and rufty below.

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and at leafl as
great a variety as the land.  Of thefe the elephant fith, or
pejeralls, mentioned in Frezier’s Voyage *, are the moft nu-
merous ; and though inferior to many other fith, were very
palatable food. Several large rays, nurfes, and {mall 1:::1-,
ther-jackets were caught; with fome {mall white bream,
which were firmer and better than thofe caught in the lake.
We likewilec ot a few {oles and 'J']L'.I'L]]‘_LEI_‘;‘}_;; two forts of
gurnards, one of them a new fpecies; fome {fmall fpotted
mullet; and, very unexpectedly, the fmall fith with a filver
band on its fide, called atherina bepfetus by Haflelguift 4

But that next in'number, and fuperior in goodnefs, to the
clephant fifh, was a fort none of us recolleéted to have feen
before. It partakes of the nature both of a round and of a
flat fith, having the eyes placed very near each other; the
fore-part of the body much flattened or deprefled, and the
reft rounded. It is of a brownifh fandy colour, with rufly
fpots on the upper part, and whitith below. From the

v *
oL om. )

it. P 213 32mo. Planche XVII, b Jter Paleffinm.
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quantity of flime it was always covered with, it feems to 1777 ‘ L|
i : anuary. 1
live after the manner of flat fifth, at the bottom. '

Upon the rocks are plenty of mufcles, and fome other
fmall fhell-fith. There are alfo great numbers of fea-flars s
fome fmall limpets; and large quantities of fponge; one
fort of which, that is thrown on fhore by the fea, but not
very common, has a moft delicate texture; and another, is

i

the ‘_,-"}}m_-"‘;‘_-":! drichotoma.

|
Many pretty Medufa’s beads were found upon the beach; T !
and the flinking laplyfiz or fea-hare, which, as mentioned |
by fome authors, has the property of taking off the hair by R
the acrimony of its juice ; but this fort was deficient in this |
. | | |
refpedt, il

Infelts, though not numercus, are here in confiderable
variety. Amongft them are grafshoppers, butterflies, and
feveral forts of fmall moths, finely variegated. There are
two forts of dragon-flies, gad-flies, camel-flies; feveral forts
of {piders; and fome {corpions; but the laft are rather rare,
The molt troublefome, though not very numerous tribe of
infects, are the mufquitoes; and a large black ant, the
pain of whofe bite is almoit intolerable, during the fhort _
rime it lafts. The mufquitoes, alfo, make up the defici- :
ency of their number, by the feverity of their venomous

f’l ’ "}."l:'i_'.-}"-:'-’ T,

The inhabitants whom we met with here, had little of

that fierce or wild appearance common to people in their

T : S e . il
fituation ; but, on the contrary, feemed mild and cheerful, '
without referve or jealoufy of ftrangers. This, however,

']

may arife from their having little to lofe or care for,

With fi|
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i

b With refpeft to perfonal aétivity or genius, we can fay
| v——— but little of either. They do not feem to poflefs the firft in
11 any remarkable degree; and as for the laft, they have, to

| appearance, lefs L‘at-':z even the half-animated inhabitants
fh.'l’ of Terra del Fuego, who have not invention fuflicient to
[ make clothing for defending themfelves from the rigor of

flll -:i their climate, though furnithed with the materials. The
, |i'35 ,‘- fmall ftick, rudely pointed, which one of them carried in
it his hand, was the only thing we {aw that required any me-
I chanical exertion, il we except the fixing on the feet of fome
| of them pieces of tangoores fkin, tied with thongs; though
], it could not be i_ll;fhtli.' whether thefe were in ufe as fthoes, or
' only to defend fome fore. It muft be owned, however, they
are mafters of fome contrivance, in the manner of cutting
their arms and bodies in lines of different lengths and direc-

i ——

IlI s = - e ] 5 -~ J -
i1 | tions, which are raifed confiderably above the furface of the
{kin, fo that it is difficult to guels the method they ufe in

L

executing th 1is embroidery of - theilr pr_-rﬂ'ms. Their not ex-

g

1‘:11_“5[105.; that 11_111:1;5(: which one m]'fhr. have ct;w-"_tcll from
their fecing men fo much unlike themfelves, and things,
to which, we were well aflured, they had been hitherto urtter
ftrangers ; their indifference for our prefents ; and their ge-
|| neral inattention ; were i'-r!l'ir_'icnt pmofs of their not poffefl-

ing any acutenefs of underflanding

Their colour is a dull black, and not quirc fo deep as that

1

. of the African Negroes. It [hould feem alfo, that they fome-
71

times 11--4 itened [11“1 black colour, Lr ij-lL.u]-"; their bo-

3+

dies; as a mark was left behind on any clean fubftance,
fuch as white ;“-ne:'? when they handled it. Their hair,
however, is perfeétly woolly, and it 1s clotted or divided
| &

J
ito fmall parcels, ;11::1: that of the Hottentots, with the ufe
| L of
)
|
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of fome fort of greafe, mixed with a red paint or ochre,
which they fmear in great abundance over their heads.
This praftice, as fome might imagine, has not the effct of
changing their hair into the frizzling texture we obferved ;
for, on examining the head of a boy, which appeared never
to have been fmeared, I found the hair to be of the fame
kind. Their nofes, though not flat, are broad and full
The lower part of the face projects a good deal, as is the
cafe of moflt Indians I have feen; fo that a line ler fall from
the forchead, would cut off a much larger portion than it
would in Europeans. Their eyes are of a middling fize,
with the white lefs clear than in us; and though not re-
markably quick or piercing, fuch as give a frank cheerful
caft to the whole countenance. Their teeth are broad, but
not equal, nor well fet ; and, either from nature or from dirt,
not of fo true a white as is ufual among people of a black
colour. Their mouths are rather wide; but this appear-
ance feems heightened by wearing their beards long, and
clotted with paint, in the fame manner as the hair on their
heads. In other refpefts, they are well-proportioned;
though the belly feems rather projecting. This may be
owing to the want of compreflion there, which few nations
do not ufe, more or lefs. The pofture of which they feem
fondeft, is to ftand with one fide forward, or the upper part
of the body gently reclined, and one hand grafping (acrofs
the back) the oppofite arm, which hangs down by the pro-
l jecting fide.

é What the ancient Poets tell us of Faunse and Safyrs living
in hollow trees, i1s here realized. Some wretched conflruc-
tions of flicks, covered with bark, which do not even deflerve
the name of huts, were indeed found near the thore in the
bay ; but thele feemed only to have been erecled for tem-

Vor. L. Q. porary
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porary purpofes ; and many of their largeft trees were con-
verted into more comfortable habitations. Thele had their
trunks hollowed out by fire, to the height of {ix or feven
feet; and that they take up their abode in them fometimes,
was evident from the hearths, made of clay, to contain the
fire in the middle, leaving room for four or five perfons to
fit round it ¥, At the fame time, thefe places of fhelier are
durable; for they take care to leave one fide of the tree
found, which is fufficient to keep it growing as luxuriantly
as thole which remain untouched.

The inhabitants of this place are, doubtlefs, from the
fame flock with thofe of the Northern parts of New Hol-
land. Though fome of the circumflances mentioned by
Dampier, relative to thofe he met with on the Weltern coait
of this country, fuch as their defective fight, and want of
fore-teeth, are not found here; and though Hawkelworth's
account of thofe met with by Caprain Cook on the Eaft fide,
thews alfo that they differ in many refpeéts; yet {lill, upon
the whole, I am perfuaded that diftance of place, entire fe-
paration, diverfity of climate, and length of time, all concur-
ring to operate, will account for greater differences, both
as to their pm-ibns and as to their cuftoms, than really exift
between our Van Diemen’s Land natives, and thofe deferibed
by Dampier, and in Captain Cock’s firft voyage. This is cer-
tain, that the figure of one of thole feen in Endeavour Rive
and reprefented in Sidney Parkinfon’s Journal of that voy :1.;1',
very much refembles our vifiters in Adventure Bay. That
there is not the like refemblance in their language, is a cir-
cumitance that need not create any difficulty. For though

# Talman, when in the bay of Frederick Henry, adjoining to
1 of which was two fathoms, and the other two fathomsand a kalf
ty or I"::clx-.::.-.-.- feet high r’rum the root to the branches, See his
g , alla

Callectiony Campbell’s Editian, Volii. p. 326.
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the agreement of the languages of people living diftant from
each other, may be aflumed as a flrong argument for their
having fprung from one common fource ; difagreement of
language is by no means a proof of the contrary *.

However, we mufl have a far more intimate acquaintance
with the languages fpoken here and in the more Northern
parts of New Holland, before we can be warranted to pro-
nounce that they are totally different. Nay, we have good
grounds for the oppofite opinion; for we found that the
animal called tangoorso at Endeavour river, was known un-
der the fame name here; and I need not obferve, that it is
{carcely poflible to fuppofe that this was not tranfmitted
from one another, but accidentally adopted by two nations,
differing in language and extration. Befides, as it feems
very improbable that the Van Diemen’s Land inhabitants
fhould have ever loft the ufe of canoes or failing veflels, if
they had been originally conveyed thither by fea, we muft
neceflarily admic that they, as well as the kangooroo itlelf,
1ave been firagglers by land from the more Northern parts

* The ingenious Autlior of R:'r.{'f.-':.-r'ufrr les _dmericaing, illufirates the prounds of
this aflertion in the following fatisfatory manner : « Ceft quelque chofe de furpre-

“ nant, que la foule des idiomes, tous variés entr’eux, que parlent les naturels de

“ I'Amérique Septentrionale.  Qu’on réduile ces idiomes 4 des racines. qu’on les fim-
¢ plifie, qu'on en fépare les dialefles & Jes jargons derivés, il en refulte todjours cing
& ou fix langues-meres, refpectivement mcomprehenfibles. On a ebfervé o méme
“ fingularité dans la Siberie & la Tartarie, ol le nombre des idiomes, & des dialeles,
¢ elt également muliiplié ; & rien n'eft plus commun, que d'y voir detx hordes voi-
¢ fines qui ne fe comprennent peint.  On rétrouve cette méme multiplicité de jar=
*¢ gons dans toutes les Provinces de 'Amérique Méridionale.” [He might : Ve
included Africa.] % Il y a beaucoup d'apparence que Ja wie fawvage, o d

¢ Damimes far petites fronper .:‘I.':'.". er dans des bois Epeis, seedffane weceffarrement fe
“ diverfité des langues, dont le nombre diminue & méfure que la focicté, enra it
“ les barbares vagabonds, en forme -un corps de nation. Alors Iidiome le plus
' riche, ou le moins pauvre en mots, devient dominant, & ablorbe les autres.”

Tom. i p. 1505 160.
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of the country. And if there be any force in this obferva-
tion, while it traces the origin of the people, it will, at the
fame time, ferve to fix another point, if Captain Cook and
Captain Fourneaux have not already decided it, that New
Holland is no where totally divided by the fea into iflands,
as fome have imagined ¥,

As the New Hollanders feem all to be of the {fame extrac-
tion, fo neither do I think there is any thing peculiar in
them. On the contrary, they much refemble many of the
:nhabitants whom I have feen at the iflands Tanna and
Manicola. Nay, there is even fome foundation for hazard-
ing a fuppofition, that they may have originally come from
the fame place with all the inhabitants of the South Sea,
For, of only about ten words which we could get from
them, that which exprefles cold, differs little from that of
New Zealand and Otaheite; the firlt being Mallareede, the
fecond - Makka'reede, and the third Ma'reede. The. reft of
our very fcanty Van Diemen’s Land Vocabulary is as fol-

lows:
Quadne, A woman.
Eve'rai, The eye.
Muidje, The nofe:
Ka'my, The teeth, mouth, or tongue.
Lae'renne, A fmall bird, a native of the woods bers
Koy’gee, The ear.
No'onga, Elevated fars on the body.
Teegera, To eat.
Togarago, I mnft be gone, or, I will go.

Their pronunciation is not difagreeable, but rather quick;
though not more fo than is that of other nations of the

* Dampier feems to be of this opinion, Vol. ili. p. 104. 125,

i
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South Sea; and, if we may depend upon the aflinity of lan-
guages as a clue to guide us in difcovering the origin of
nations, [ have no doubt but we fhall find, on a diligent
inquiry, and when opportunities offer to collect accurately
a fuflicient number of thefe words, and to compare them,
that all the people from New Holland, Eaftward to Ealter

Iland, have been derived from the fame common root .

# e find Mr. Anderfon’s notions on this fuh_[u:f.': conformable to thofe of Mr,
Marfden, who has remarked, ** that one general language prevailed (however muti-
¢ Jated and changed in the courfe of time) througheut all this portion of the world,
from Madagafcar to the mofl diftant difcoveries Eaftward 5 of which the fb'l:tl::_',r 5

o8 disledt— i

L

; much corrupted or refined by a mixture of other tangues. This VETY £X-
& penlive :|'|u'|i'|.!;i1_lr' of ].'!ngu:tf__{e indicates a common nl'E_!;in of the inhabitants ; but
¢ the circumftances and progrefs of their feparation are wrapped in the darkeft veil of
& ohfcurity.”  Hiffery .::,;l".':?.'.'.l}.'.rr.!'n:r? P- 35

See alfo his wery curious paper, read before the Society of Antiquaries, and pub-
lithed in their Archeslogia, Vol. vi. p. 155; where his fentiments on this fubject are
explained more at large, and illuftrated by two Tables of correlponding Words,
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