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Chiefs refide, and f!fr? adjoining G{?.'ﬁf;';f.’;'} defcribed,—
Interviews with M'rr cewagee, and Toobou, and the King's
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-:.:‘c;-:-.ff*,r.—-ﬂfrﬂmr qj /4 Hﬁfmcf hff Boxing. 4”:]'-*,“"-:';‘:'?-
tion of the Cattle —Thefts committed by h’=: Natives.—
Powlabo, and the other C'.r.u'gf‘r, confined on that Account.

~—Poulabo's Prefent, and Haiva.

e Q OON after we had anchored, having firt dined, I
o Wt landed, accompanied by Omai, and fome of the Of-
Tuclday 100 feers. We found the king waiting for us upon the beach.

He, immediately, conducted us to a fmall neat houfe, fitu-
ated a little within the fkirts of the woods, with a fine Ia irge
arca before it. This houle, he told me, was at my f{ervice
during our flay at the ifland ; and a betterfituation we could
not with for,

We had not been long in the houfe, before a pretty large
circle of the natives were aflembled before us, and feated

upon the area. A root f:{" the fava plant being brought, and
| § (i |

laid down before the king, he ordered it to ":-: {plit into pieces,

and diftributed to ."-;'-.'l.'.';l_; people of both fexes, who began

the
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the operation of chewing it; and a bowl of their favourite 1777
liquor was foon prepared. In the mean time, a baked hog,
and two bafkets of baked yams, were produced, and after-
ward divided into ten portions. Thefe portions were then
given to certain people prefent; but how many were to
fhare in each, I could not tell. One of them, I obferved,
was beflowed upon the king’s brother; and one remained
undifpofed of, which, I judged, was for the king himfelf,
as it was a choice bit. The liquor was mext ferved out; but
Poulaho {eemed to give no direttions about it. The firft
cup was brought to him, which he ordered 1o be given to
one who fat near him. The fecond was alfo brought to
him, and this he kept. The third was given to me; but
their manner of brewing having quenched my thirt, it be-
came Omal's property. The reft of the liquor was diftri-
buted to different people, by dire&ion of the man who had
the management of it. One of the cups being carried ro
the king’s brother, he retired with this, and with his mefs
of viftuals. Some others alfo quitted the circle with their
portions; and the reafon was, they could neither eat nor
drink in the royal prefence; but there were others prefent,
of a much inferior rank, of both {exes, who did both. Scon
after, moft of them withdrew, carrying with them what
they had not eat of their thare of the feaft.

I obferved, that not a fourth part of the company had
tafled either the vi¢tuals or the drink ; thofe who partook of
the former, I fuppoled to be of the king’s houlehold. The
fervants, who diltributed the baked meat, and the tava, al-
ways delivered it out of their hand fitting, not only to the '
king, but to every other perfon. It is worthy of remark,
though this was the firlt time of our landing, and a great
many people were prefent who had never feen us before,
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A NOXYAGE T O

yet no one was troublefome; but the greatelt good order
was preferved, throughout the whole affembly.

Before 1 :I'{_"[]""":_‘Ll on beoard, I went in fearch of a water-
ing place, and was conducted tofome ponds, or rather holes,
{Z{J'.-.ti:.'-ulfill'.{ f'z'LJ;;- water, as they were [':"-L afed to call it. The
contents of one of thefe, indeed, were tolerable ; but it was

o
at fome diftance inland, and the fupply to be got from it
was very inconfiderable. Being 1.'1.:'-]5"::;‘&, that the little
ifland of Pangimodoo, near which the fhips lay, could
better furnith this neceflary article, I went over to ir, next
morning, and was fo fortunate as to find there a fmall pool
that had rather frefher warter, than any we had met with
amongft thefe iflands. The pool being wvery dirty, I or-
dered it to be -cleaned; and here it was that we watered
the fhips.

As I intended to make fome flay at Tongaraboo, we
pitched a tent, in the forenoon, juft by the houfe which

Poulaho had afligned for our ufe;. The horfes, cattle, and
fheep, were afrerward landed, and a party of El'..l":l”"c
with their Officer, flationed there as a guard. The obferva-
tory was then fet up, at a fmall diftance from the mh._-r tent;
and Mr. King relided on fhore, to attend the obfervations,

and to {uperintend the feveral operations neceflary to be
conducted there. Tor the fails were carried thither, to be
repaired’; a party was employed in curting wood for fuel,
and plank for the ufe of 1'|1c fhips; and the g='-.t‘.r:{:r.~:-. of
both, were ordered to remain upon the fpot,
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traffic with-the natives, who thronged from every part of
the ifland, with hogs, yams, cocoa-nuts, and other articles

of their produce. In athort time, our land poft was like a
fair, and the fhips were {o cro with wifiters, that we

had hardly room to flir upon the decks,

Feenonu




THE PACIFIC OCEAN

Feenou had taken up his refidence in our neighbourhood ;
but he was no longer the leading man. However, we flill
found him to be a perfon of confequence, and we had daily
proofs of his opulence and liberality, by the continuance of
his valuable prefents. But the king was equally attentive
in this refpect; for fcarcely a day pafled, withour receiving
from him fome confiderable donation. We now heard, that
there were other great men of the ifland, whom we had
not, as yet, feen. Otago and Toobou, in particular, men-
tioned a perfon named Mareewagee, who, they faid, was
of the firt confequence in the place, and held in great vene-
ration ; nay, if Omai did not mifunderftand them, fuperior
even to Poulaho, to whom he was related; but, being old,
lived in retirement; and, therefore, would not vifit us.
Some of the natives even hinted, that he was too greata
man to confer that honour upon us. This account exciting
my curiofity, I, this day, mentioned to Poulaho, that I was
very defirous of waiting upon Mareewagee ; and he readily
agreed to accompany me, to the place of his refidence, the
next morning.

Accordingly, we fet out, pretty early, in the pinnace;
and Captain Clerke joined me in one of his own boats.
We proceeded round, that is, to the Ealtward of the little ifles
that form the harbour, and then, turning to the South, ac-
cording to Poulaho's direftions, entered a {pacious bay or
inlet, up which we rowed about aleague, and landed amidft
a confiderable number of people, who received us with a
{ort of acclamation, not unlike our huzzaing. They im-
mediately feparated, tolet Poulaho pafs, who took us into a
fmall inclofure, and fhifted the piece of cloth he wore, for
a new piece, necatly folded, that was carried by a young
man. An old woman aflifted in drefling him, and put a
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mat over his cloth; as we fuppofed, to prevent its being
dirtied when he fat down. On our now alking him where
Mareewagee was, to our great {urprize, he faid, he had
gone from the place, to the fhip, jut before we arrived.

lowever, he defired us to walk with him to a malaee, or
houfe of public reforr, which flood about half a mile up
the country. But when we came to a large area before it,
he fat down in the path, and defired us to walk up to the
houfe. We did fo, and feated ourfelves in front, while the
crowd that followed us filled up the reft of the fpace. After
fitting a little while, we repeated our inquiries, by means of
Omai, Whether we were to fee Mareewagee ! But receiving
no fatisfactory information, and fufpeéting that the old
Chief was purpofely concealed from us, we went back to
our boats, much piqued at our difappointment ; and when
[ got on board, I found that no {fuch perfon had been there.
It afterward appeared, that, in this affair, we had laboured
under fome grofs miflakes, and thar our interpreter Omai
had either been milintformed, or, which is more likely, had
mifunderftood what was told him about the great man, on
whofe account we had made this excurlfion.

The place we went to was a village, molt delightfully
firuated on the bank of the inler, where all, or moft of the
principal perfons of the ifland refide ; each having his houfe
in the mid{t of a fmall plantation, with leffer houfes, and
offices for fervants. Thele plantations are neatly fenced
round ; and, for the moft parr, have only one entrance.
This is by a door, faftened, on the infide, by a prop of wood;
fo that a perfon has to knock, before he can get admittance.
ublic roads, and narrow lanes, lie between each planta-
tion ; {o that no one trefpaflfeth upon another. Great part of
{fome of thefle inclofures is laid our in grafs-plots, and

planted
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lanted with {uch thines as feem more for ornament than
P 8
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ufe. But hardly any were without the fkave plant, from ‘————

which they make their favourite liquor. Every article of
the vegetable produce of the ifland, abounded in others of
thefe plantations; but thefe, I obferved, are not the refi-
dence of people of the firfl rank. There are fome large
houfes near the public roads, with fpacious fmooth grafs-
plots before them, and uninclofed. Thefe, I was told, be-
longed to the king; and, probably, they are the places
where their public aflemblies are held. It was to one of
thefe houlfes, as I have already mentioned, that we were
conducted, foon after our landing at this place.

About noon, the next day, this Mareewagee, of whom Friday 13.

we had heard fo much, aftually came to the neighbour-
hood of our poft on fhore; and, with him, a very confide-
rable number of people of all ranks. I was informed, that
he had taken this trouble, on purpofe to give me an oppor-
tunity of waiting upon him; having, probably, heard of
the difpleafure I had fhewn, on my dilfappointment the day
before. In the afternoen, a party of us, accompanied by
Feenou, landed, to pay him a vilit. We found a perfon fit-
ting under a large tree, near the thore, a little to the right
of the tent. A piece of cloth, at leafl forty yards long, was
{pread before him, round which a great number of people,
of both fexes, were feated. It was natural to fuppofe, that
this was the great man; butwe were undeceived by Feenou;
who informed us, that another, who fat on a picce of mart,
a little way from this Chief, to the right hand, was Maree-
wagee, and he introduced us to him, who received us very
kindly, and defired us to fit down by him. The perfon, who
fat under the tree, fronting us, was called Toobou; and,
when | have occafion to fpeak of him afterward, I fhall call

0oz him
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him old Tocbou, to diftinguifh him from his namefake,
Captain Furneaux’s friend. Both he and Marcewagee had
a vencrable appearance. The latter is a {lender man, and,
from his appearance, feems to be confiderably above three-
fcore years of age. The former is rather corpulent, and
almoft blind with a diforder of his eyes; though not fo old.

Not expecting to meet with two Chiefs, on this occafion, I
had only brought on fhore a prefent for one. This I now
found myfelf under a neceflity of dividing between them ;
but it happened to be preity confiderable, and both of them
feemed fatisfied. Afrer this, we entertained them, for about
an hour, with the performance of two French horns, and a
drum. But they feemed moft pleafed with the firing off a
piftol, which Captain Clerke had in his pocker, Before I
took my leave, the large piece of cloth was rolled up, and,
with a few cocoa-nuts, prefented to me.

The next morning, old Toobou returned my vifit on
board the thip. He alfo vifited Captain Clerke; and if the
prefent we made to him, the evening before, was fcanty,
the deficiency was now made up. During this time, Maree-
wagee vifited our people athore; and Mr. King fhewed to
him every thing we had there. He viewed the catle with
great admiration ; and the crofs-cur faw fixed his attention
for fome time.

Toward noon, Poulaho returned from the place where
we had left him two days before, and brought with him his
{on, a youth about twelve years of age. 1 bad his company
at dinner ; but the fon, though prefent, was not allowed to
fit down with him. It was very convenient to have him for
my guelt. For when he was prefent, which was generally
the cafle while we flayed here, cvery other natve was

excluded
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excluded from the table: and but few of them would re-
main in the cabin. Whereas, if, by chance, it happened,
that peither he nor Feenou were on board, the inferior
Chiefs would be very importunate to be of our dining party,
or to be admitted into the cabin at that time; and then we
were {o crowded, that we could not fit down to a meal with
any fatisfaction. The king was very foon reconciled to our
manner of cookery. But flill, I believe, he dined thus fre-
quently with me, more for the fake of what we gave him
to drink, than for what we fet before him to eat. For he
had taken a liking to our wine, could empty his bottle as
well as moft men, and was as cheerful over it. He now
fixed his refidence at the houfe, or Malaee, by our tent; and
there he entertained our people, this evening, with a dance.
To the furprife of every body, the unwieldy Poulaho en-
deavoured to vie with others, in that aftive amufement.

In the morning of the 15th, I received a meflage from
Old Toobou, that he wanted 1o {fee me afhore. Accordingly
Omai and I went to wait upon him. We found him, like
an ancient patriarch, feated under the thade of a tree, with a
large piece of the cloth, made in the ifland, fpread out at full
length before him; and a number of refpectably looking
people fitting round ir. He defired us to place ourlelves by
him ; and then he told Omai, that the cloth, together with
a piece of red feathers, and about a dozen cocoa-nuts, were
his prefent to me. 1 thanked him for the favour; and de-
fired he would go on board with me, as I had nothing on
thore to give him in return.

Omai now left me, being fent for by Poulaho ; and, foon
afier, Feenou came, and acquainted me that young Fatta-
failie, Poulaho’s fon, defired to fee me. I obeyed the fum-
mons, aud found the prince, and Omai, fitting under a

large
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large canopy of the finer fort of cloth; with a piece of the
coarfer fort, {pread under them and before them, that was
feventy-fix yards long, and feven and a half broad. On one
fide was a large old boar; and on the other fide a heap of
cocoa-nuts. A number of people were feated round the
cloth ; and, amongit them, I obferved Mareewagee, and
others of the firll rank. I was defired to fit down by the
prince; and then Omai informed me, that he had been
inftruéted by the king to tell me, that, as he and I were
friends, he hoped that his fon might be joined in this
friendfhip ; and thar, as a token of my confent, I would
accept of his prefent. I very readily agreed to the propofal ;

and, it being now dinner-time, I invited them all on
board. i

Accordingly, the young prince, Mareewagee, old Toobou,
three or four inferior Chiefs, and two refpectable old ladies
of the firft rank, accompanied me. Marcewagee was drefled
in a new piece of cloth, on the fkirts of which were fixed
fix pretry large patches of red feathers. This drefs feemed
to have been made, on purpofe, for this vilic; for, as foo
as he got on board, he put it off, and prelented it to me;
having, I guefs, heard that it would be acceptable, on account
of the feathers. Every one of my vifiters received from me
fuch prefents, as, I had reafon to believe, they were highly
fatisfied with. When dinner came upon table, not one of
them would {it down, or eat a bit of any thing that was
ferved up. On exprefling my furprife at this, they were all
taboo, as they faid ; which word has a very comprehenfive
meaning; but, in general, fignifies thata thing is forbidden.
Why they were laid under fuch reftraints, at prefent, was not
cxplained. Dinner being over, and, having gratified their
curiofity, by fhewing to them every part of the fhip, I then
conducted them afhore,

3 As
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As foon as the boat reached the beach, Feenou, and
fome others, inflantly ftepped out. Young Fartataihe fol-
lowing them, was called back by Mareewagee, who now
paid the heir apparent the fame obeifance, and in the
fame manner, that I had feen it paid to the king. And
when old Toubou, and one of the old ladies, had thewn
him the fame marks of refpet, he was fuffered to land.
This ceremony being over, the old people {tepped from my
boat, into a canoe, that was waiting to carry them to their
place of abode.

1 was not forry to be prefent on this occafion, as I was
thus furnifthed with the moft unequivocal proofs of the fu-
preme dignity of Poulaho and his {fon, over the other prin-
cipal Chiefs. Indeed, by this time, I had acquired fome
certain information about the relative fituations of the fe-
veral great men, whofe names have been {o often men-
tioned. I now knew, that Marcewagee and old Toobou
were brothers. Beth of them were men of great property
in the ifland, and feemed to be in high eftimation with the
people ; the former, in particular, had the very honourable
appellation given to him, by every body, of Matosa Tonga;
that is to fay, Father of Tonga, or of his Country. The
nature of his relation(hip to the king was alfo no lenger a
fecret to us; for we now underftood, that he was his fa-
ther-in-law ; Poulaho having married one of his daughters,
by whom he had this fon; fo that Mareewagee was the
prince’s grandfather. Poulaho’s appearance having fatisfied
us, that we had been under a miftake, in conflidering Fee-
wou as the fovereign of thefe ilands, we had been, at firft,
much puzzled about his real rank ; buct that was, by this
time, afcertained. Feenou was one of Mareewagee’s fons;
and Tooboueitoa was another,

On
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On my landing, I found the king, in the houfe adjoining
to our tent, along with our people who refided on fhore.
The moment I got to him, he beftowed upon me a prefent
of a large hog, and a quantity of yams. About the dufk
of the evening, a number of men came, and, having fat
down in a round group, began to fing in concert with
the mufic of bamboo drums, which were placed in the
centre*. There were three long ones, and two fhort. With
thefe they ftruck the ground endwile, as before defcribed.
There were two others, which lay on the ground, fide by
fide, and one of them was {plir or fthivered; on thefe a man
kept beating with two (mall flicks. They fung three fongs
while I flayed; and, I was told, that, afier I left them, the
entertainment lafted till ten o'clock. They burnt the leaves
of the wharra palm for a light; which is the only thing I
ever faw them make ufe of for this purpofe.

While I was pafling the day in attendance on thefe great
men, Mr. Anderfon, with fome others, made an excurfion
into the country, which furnifhed him with the following
remarks: * To the Weftward of the tent, the couniry is
totally unculiivated for near two miles, though quite co-
vered with trees and bufhes, in a natural ftate, growing
with the greateft vigour. Peyond this is a pretty large
plain, on which are {ome cocoa-trees, and a few {mall
plantations that appear to have been lately made; and,
{eemingly, on ground that has never been cultivated before.
Near the creek, which runs to the Weftward of the tent,
the land is quite flat, and partly overflowed by the fea every

# The fame fort of evening concert is performed round the houfe of the Chief, or
Tamalz, at the Carcline Iflands. ¢ Le Tamsle ne s’endort qu'au bruit d’un concert
¢ de mufique que forme une troupe de jeunes gens, qui s"affemblent le foir, autour de
“ fa maifon, & qui chantent, 4 leur maniére, certaines poéfies,” Lettres Ediffantes
& Curienfes, Tom. xv. p. 314+
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tide. When thar retires, the furface is feen to be compofed
of coral rock, with holes of yellowith mud fcattered up and
down ; and toward the edges, where it is a little firmer, are
innumerable litde openings, from which ifflue as many
{mall crabs, of two or three different forts, which {warm
upon the fpor, as flies upon a carcafe; but are fo nimble,
that, on being approached, they difappear in an inflant, and
baflle even the natives to catch any of them.

At this place is a work of art, which thews, that thefe people
are capable of fome defign, and perfeverance, when they
mean to accomplifh any thing. This work begins, on one fide,
as a narrow caufeway, which, becoming gradually broader,
rifes, with a gentle afcent, to the height of ten feet, where
it is five paces broad, and the whole length feventy four
paces. Joined to this is a fort of circus, whofe diameter is
thirty paces, and not above a foot or two higher than the
caufeway that joins it, with fome trees planted in the
middle. On the oppofice fide, another cauleway of the fame
fort defcends ; but this is not above forty paces long, and
is. partly in ruin. The whole is built with large coral
ftones, with earth on the furface, which is quite overgrown
with low trees and fhrubs; and, from its decaying in {eve-
ral places, feems to be of no modern dare. Whateéver may
have been its ufe formerly, it {eems to be of none now;
and all that we could learn of it from the natives was, that
it belonged to Poulaho, and is called Erchee.”

On the 16th, in the morning, afier vifiting the {everal
works now carrying on afhore, Mr. Gore, and I, took a walk
into the country; in the courfe of which nothing remark-
able appeared, but our having opportunitics of feeing the
whole procefs of making cloth, which is the principal

Vor. L. Pp manufacture
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manufacture of thefe iflands, as well as of many others in
this Ocean. In the narrative of my firft Voyage ¥, a minute
defeription is given of this operation, as performed at
Otaheite ; but the procefs, here, differing in fome parti-
culars, it may be worth while to give the following ac-
count of it:

The manufaéturers, who are females, take the {lender
flalks or trunks of the paper-mulberry, which they cul-
tivate for that purpofe; and which feldlom grows more
than fix or feven feet in height, and about four fingers in
thicknels. From thefe they flrip the bark, and fcrape off
the outer rind with a mufcle-fthell. The bark is then rolled
up to take off the convexity which it had round the flalk,
and macerated in water for fome time (they fay, a night).
Afrer this, it is laid acrofs the trunk of a fmall tree fquared,
and beaten with a {gquare wooden inftrument, about a foot
long, full of coarfe grooves on all fides ; but, fometimes, with
one that is plain. Aeccording to the fize of the bark, a piece
is foon produced ; but the operation is often repeated by an-
other hand, or it 1s folded feveral nmes, and beat longer,
which feems rather intended to clofe than to divide its
texture. When this is fufficiently eflected, it is {fpread out
to dry; the pieces being from four to fix, or more, feet in
length, and half as broad. They are then given to another
perfon, who joins the pieces, by fmearing part of them
over with the vifcous juice of a berry, called #eo, which
ferves as a glue. Having been thus lengthened, they are
laid over a large piece of wood, with a kind of ftamp, made
of a fibrous fubltance pretty clofely interwoven, placed be-
necath. They then take a bit of cloth, and dip it in a juice,

* Hawkelworth's Colle&ion of Voyages, Vol. i, pi 2100
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exprefled from the bark of a tree, called kokka, which they
rub brifkly upon the piece that is making. This, at once,
leaves a dull brown colour, and a dry glofs upon its fur-
face ; the ftamp, at the fame time, making a flight impre(-
fion, that anfwers no other purpofe that I could fee, but to
make the feveral pieces, that are glued together, flick a
little more firmly. In this manner they proceed, joining
and ftaining by degrees, till they produce a piece of cloth,
of fuch length and breadth as they want; generally leav-
ing a border, of a foor broad, at the fides, and longer at the
ends, unftained. Throughout the whole, if any parts of
the original picces are too thin, or have holes, which is
often the cafe, they glue {pare bits upon them, till they be-
come of an equal thicknefs. When they want to produce a
black colour, they mix the {oot procured from an oily nur,
called doosedose, with the juice of the kokéa, in different quan-
tities, according to the propofed depth of the tinge. They
{ay, that the black fort of cloth, which is commonly moft
glazed, makes a cold drefs, but the other a warm one; and,
to obtain ftrength in both, they are always careful to join
the fmall pieces lengthwife, which makes it impoflible to
tear the cloth in any diretion but one.

On our return from the country, we met with Feenou,
and took him, and another young Chief, on board to din-
ner. When our fare was {et upon the rable, neither of
them would eat a bit; faying, that they were fabso avy,
But, after enquiring how the vituals had been drefled,
having found that no avy (water) had been ufed in cooking
a pig and fome yams, they borh fat down, and made a
very hearty meal ; and, on being aflured that there was no
water in the wine, they drank of it alfo. From this we con-
jectured, that, on fome account or another, they were, at
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this time, forbidden to ufe water ; or, which was more pro-
bable, they did nor like the water we made ufe of, it being
taken up out of one of their bathing-places. This was not
the only time of our meeting with people that were taboo

avy ; but, for what reafon, we never could tell with any de--

Eree of certaint ¥

Next day, the 17th, was fixed upon by Mareewagee, for
giving a grand Haiva, or enterrainment ; to-which we were
all invited. For this purpofe a large fpace had been cleared,
before the temporary hut of this Chief, near our poft, as
an area where the performances were to be exhibited. In
the morning, great multitudes of the natives came in from
the country, every one carrying a pole, abour fix feet long,
upon his thoulder; and at each end of every pole, a yam
was fufpended. Thefe yams and poles were depofited on
each fide of the area, fo as to form two large heaps, deco-

rated with different forts of fmall fith, and piled up to the-

greatelt advantage. They were Mareewagee's prefent to
Caprain Clerke and me; and it was-hard to fay, whether the
wood for fuel, or the yams for food, were of moft value to
us. As for the fith, they. might ferve to pleafe the fight,
but were very offenfive to the fmell; part of them having

been kept two or three days, to be prefented to us on this.

occafion.

Every thing being thus prepared, about eleven o’clock.

they began to exhibit various dances, which they call ma;,

The mulic * confifted, at firflt, of feventy.men as a chorus, .

who fat down; and amidft them were placed three inflru-
ments, which we called drums, though very unlike them.

They are large cylindrical pieces of wood, or trunks of

* Mr. Anderfon’s defcription of the entertainments of this day being much fuller
than Captain Cook’s, it has been adopted as on a former occafion,

trees,
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.trees, from three to four feer long, fome twice as thick as

%93
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an ordinary fized man, and fome {maller, hollowed entirely «——

out, but clofe at both ends, and open only by a chink, about
three inches broad, running almoft the whole lcugih of the
drums; by which opening, the reft of the wood is certainly
hollowed, though the operation muft be difficult. This in-
ftrument 1s called #affa ; and, with the chink turned toward
them, they {it and beat firongly upon it, with two cylindrical
picces of hard wood, about a foot long, and as thick as the
wrilt; by which means they produce a rude, though loud and
powerful found. They vary the ftrength and rate of their
beating, at different parts of the dance ; and alfo change the
tones, by beating in the middle, or near the end, of their drum.

The firlt dance confifted of four ranks, of twenty-four

men cach, bolding in their hands a lirle, thin, light,-

wooden inflrument, above rwo feet long, and, in thape,
not unlike a fmall oblong paddle. With thefle, which are
called pagge, they made a great many different motions; fuch
as pointing them toward the ground on one fide. at the fame
time inclining their bodies that way, trom which they were
thifted to the oppofite fide in the fame manner; then pafling
them quickly frem one hand to the other, and twirling
them about very dextroufly:; with a variety of:orther ma-
nceuvres, all which were accompanied by correfponding at-
titudes of the body. Their motions were, at firlt, flow, but
quickened as the drums beat failer; and they recited .fen-
tences,. in a mufical tone; the whole time, which were an-

{fwered by the chorus; burt at the end of a thore {pace they

all joined, and finithed with a Thout.

After ceafing about two or three minutes, they began as
Hefore, and continued, with {hort intervals, above a quarter

of
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of an hour; when the rear rank dividing, fhifred themfelves
very flowly round each end, and, meeting in the front,
formed the firft rank ; the whole number continuing to re-
cite the fentences as before. The other ranks did the fame
fucceflively, till thart which, at firft, was the front, became
the rear; and the evolution continued, in the fame manner,
till the laft rank regained its firlt fituation. They then
began a much quicker dance (though flow at firft), and
fung for about ten minutes, when the whole body divided
mto two parts, retreated a little, and then approached,
forming a fort of circular figure, which finithed the dance;
the drums being removed, and the chorus going off the
field at the fame time.

The fecond dance had only two drums, with forty men
for a chorus ; and the dancers, or rather attors, confifted of
two ranks, the foremoft having feventeen, and the other fif-
teen perfons. Feenou was at their head, or in the middle
of the front rank, which is the principal place in thefe cafes.
They danced and recited fentences, with fome very fhort in-
tervals, for about half an hour, fometimes quickly, fome-
times more flowly, but with fuch a degree of exactnefs, as
if all the motions were made by one man, which did them
great credit.  Near the clofe, the back rank divided, came
round, and took the place of the front, which again re-

finifhed, the drums and chorus, as before, went off,

Three drums (which, at leaft, took two, and fometimes
three men to carry them) were now brought in; and fe-
venty men fat down as a chorus to the third dance. This
confilted of two ranks, of fixteen perfons each, with young
Toobou at their head, who was richly ornamented with a

fort
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fort of garment covered with red feathers. Thefe danced,
fung, and twirled the pagge, as before; but, in general,
much quicker, and performed fo well, that they had the
conitant applaules of the fpeftators. A motion that met
with particular approbation, was one in which they held
the face afide, as if athamed, and the pagge before it. The
back rank clofed before the front one, and that again re-
fumed its place, as in the two former dances; but then they
began again, formed a triple row, divided, retreated to each
end of the area, and left the greatelt part of the ground
clear. At that inftant, two men entered very haflily, and ex-
crciled the clubs which they ufe in battle. They did this, by
firft twirling them in their hands, and making circular ftrokes
before them with great force and quicknefs ; but fo fkilfully
managed, that, though ftanding quite clofe, they never in-
terfercd. They fhifted their clubs from hand to hand,
with great dexterity; and, after continuing a lirde time,
kneeled, and made different motions, tofling the clubs up
in the air, which they caught as they fell; and then went
off as haflily as they entered. Their heads were covered
with pieces of white cloth, tied at the crown (almoft like a
night-cap) with a wreath of foliage round the forehead;

o

but they had only very fmall pieces of white cloth tied about

their waifts ; probably, that they might be cool, and free

!

from every incumbrance or weight. A perfon with a fpear, °

drefled like the former, then came in, and in the {fame hafty

n v oo

manner; looking about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody
to throw it at. He then ran haftily to one fide of the crowd in
the front, and put himfelf in a threatening attitude, as if he
meant to flrike with his fpear at oneof them, bendi ng the knee
alittle, and trembling, as it were with rage. He continued
i this manner only a few feconds, when he moved to the
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other fide, and having ftood in the fame pofture there,
for the fame fhort time, retreated from the ground, as faft
as when he made his appearance. The dancers, who had di-
vided into two parties, kept repeating fomething flowly all
this while; and now advanced, and joined again, ending
with univerfal applaufe. It fhould feem, that this dance was
confidered as one of their capital performances, if we might
judge from fome of the principal people being engaged in
it. For one of the drums was beat by Futtafaihe, the bro-
ther of Poulaho, another by Feenou, and the third, which

did not belong to the chorus, by Mareewagee himfelf, at

the entrance of his hut.

The laft dance had forty men, and two drums, as a chorus.
It confifted of fixty men, who had not danced before, dif-
pofed in three rows, having twenty-four in front. But, be-
fore they began, we were entertained with a pretty long
preliminary harangue, in which the whole body made re-
{ponfes to a fingle perfon who fpoke. They recited fen-
tences (perhaps verfes) alternately with the chorus, and
made many motions with the pagge, in a very britk mode,
which were all applauded with mareeai ! and fifogge ! words
exprefling two different degrees of praife. They divided
into two bodies, with their backs to each other; formed
again, fhified their ranks, as in the other dances; divided
and retreated, making room for two champions, who ex-
ercifed their clubs as before; and after them two others:
the dancers, all the time, reciting flowly in turn with the
chorus ; after which they advanced, and finifhed.

Thefe dances, if they can properly be called fo, lafted
from eleven till near three o’clock ; and though they were,
doubtlefs, intended, particularly, either in hcnour of us,
or to thew a fpecimen of iheir dexterity, vait numbers of

4 their
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their own people attended as fpetators. Their numbers
could not be computed exaétly, on account of the inequality
of the ground; but, by reckoning the inner circle, and the
number in depth, which was between twenty and thirty in
many places, we fuppofed that there muft be near four
thoufand. At the fame time, there were round the trading
place at the tent, and ftraggling about, at leaft as many
more; and fome of us computed, that, at this time, there
were not lefs than ten or twelve thoufand people, in our
neighbourhood ; that is, within the compafs of a quarter
of a mile; drawn together, for the moft part, by mere
curiofity.

It is with regret I mention, that we could not underftand
what was {poken, while we were able to fee what was acted,
in thefe amufements. This, doubtlefs, would have afforded
us much information, as to the geniusand cuftoms of thefe
people. It was obfervable, that, though the fpetators al-
ways approved of the various motions, when well made, a
great fhare of the pleafure they received feemed to arife
from the fentimental part, or what the performers delivered
in their {peeches. However, the mere alting part, inde-
pendently of the fentences repeated, was well worth our no-
tice, both with refpect to the extenfive plan on which it was
executed, and to the various motions, as well as the exalt
unity, with which they were performed. The drawings
which Mr. Webber made of the performances at Hapaee,
and which are equally applicable to thofe exhibited niow,
will ferve much o illuftrate the account here given of the
order in which the actors range themfelves. But neither
pencil nor pen can defcribe the numerous actions and
motions, the fingularity of which was not greater, than

Vor. L. Q.q was
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was the eafe and gracefulnefs with which they were
performed.

At night, we were entertained with the Jomai, or night
dances, on a {pace before Feenou’s temporary habitation.
They lafted about three hours; in which time we had about
twelve of them performed, much after the fame manner as
thofe at Hapaee. But, in two, that were performed by wo-
men, a number of men came and formed a circle within
their’s. And, in another, confilting of twenty-four men,
there were a number of motions with the hands, that we
had not feen before, and were highly applauded. The
mufic was, alfo, once changed, in the courfe of the night;
and in one of the dances, Feenou appeared at the head of
fifty men who had performed at Hapaee, and he was well
dreflfed with linen, a large piece of gauze, and fome little
piftures hung round his neck. But it was evident, after
the diverfions were clofed, that we bad put thefe poor
people, or rather that they had put themfelves, to much in-
convenience. For being drawn together on this unin-
habited part of their ifland, numbers of them were obliged
to lie down and {leep under the bufhes, by the fide of a tree;
or of a canoe; nay many either lay down in the open air,
which they are not fond of, or walked about all the night.

The whole of this entertainment was conducted with far
better order, than could have been expected in {o large an
affembly. Amonglt fuch a multntde, there muft be a
number of ill-difpofed people; and we, hourly, experienced
it. All our care and artention did not prevent their plunder-
ing us, in every quarter; and that, in the moft daring and
infolent manner. There was hardly any thing that they did

not attempt to fteal ; and yet, as the crowd was always {o
grear,
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great, I would not allow the fentries to fire, left the inno-
cent thould fuffer for the guilty. They once, at noon day,
ventured to aim at taking an anchor from off the Difcovery's
bows ; and they would certainly have fucceeded, if the flook
had not hooked one of the chain plates in lowering down the
fhip’s fide, from which they could not difengage 1t by hand;
and tackles were things they were unacquainted with.
The only act of violence they were guilty of, was the break=
ing the thoulder bone of one of our goats, fo that fhe died
foon after. ‘This lofs fell upon themfelves, as {he was one
of thofe that I intended to leave upon the ifland; but of

this, the perfon who did it, was ignorant.

Early in the morning of the 18th, an incident happened,
that firongly marked one of their cuftoms. A man got out
of a canoe into the quarter gallery of the Refolution, and
flole from thence a pewter bafon. He was dilcovered, pur-
fued, and brought along-fide the fhip. On this occafion,
three old women, who were in the canoe, made loud la-
mentations over the prifoner, beating their breafts and faces
in a moft violent manner, with the infide of their fifls ; and
all this was done without fhedding a tear. This mode of
exprefling grief is what occafions the mark which almoft
all this people bear on the face, over the cheek bones. The
repeated blows which they infliét upon this part, abrade the
{kin, and make even the blood flow out in a confiderable
quantity ; and when the wounds are recent, they look asif
a hollow circle had been burnt in. On many occafions,
they acually cut this part of the face with an inflrument;
in the fame manner as the people of Otaheite cut their
heads.

This day, I beftowed on Mareewagee fome prefents, in
return for thofe we had received from him the day before;

Q.q = and
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and as the entertainments which he had then exhibited for
our amufement, called upon us to make fome exhibition in
our way, Iordered the party of marines to go through their
exercife, on the {pot where his dances had been performed ;
and, in the evening, played off {fome fireworks at the {ame
place. Poulaho, with all the principal Chiefs, and a great
number of people, of all denominations, were prefent. The
platoon firing, which was executed tolerably well, feemed
to give them pleafure; but they were loft in aftonifhment
when they beheld our water rockerts. They paid but little
attention to the fife and drum, or French horns, that played
during the intervals, The king fat behind every body,
becaufe no one is allowed to {it behind him; and, that
his view might not be obftructed, nobody fat immedi-
ately before him; but a lane, as it were, was made by the
people from him, quite down to the fpace allotted for the
fireworks.

In expectation of this evening thew, the circle of natives
about our tent being pretty large, they engaged, the greateft
part of the afiernoon, in boxing and wreftling ; the firft of
which exercifes they call fangatoss, and the fecond jfashas.
When any of them choofes to wreftle, he gets up from one
fide of the ring, and croffes the ground in a fort of mea-
fured pace, clapping fmartly on the elbow joint of one arm,
which is bent, and produces a hollow found ; that is rec-
koned the challenge. If no perfon comes out from the oppo-
fite fide to engage him, he returns, in the fame manner, and
fits down ; but fometimes ftands clapping, in the midft of
the ground, to provoke fome one to come out, If an
opponent appear, they come together with marks of the
greateft good-narure, generally fmiling, and aking tume to
adjuft the piece of cloth which is faftened round the waift.

9 They

LR L




THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

They then lay hold of each other by this girdle, with a
hand on each fide; and he who fucceeds in drawing his
antagonift to him, immediately tries to lift him upen his
breaft, and throw him upon his back ; and if he be able to
turn round with him two or three times, in that pofition,
before he throws him, his dexterity never fails of procuring
plaudits from the fpectators. If they be more equally
matched, they clofe foon, and endeavour to throw each
other by entwining their legs, or lifting each other from
the ground; in which ftruggles they thew a prodigious ex-
ertion of ftrength, every mufcle, as it were, being ready to
burft with ftraining. When one is thrown, he immediately
quits the field, but the vicor fits down for a few feconds,
then gets up, and goes to the fide he came from, who pro-
claim the victory aloud, in a fentence delivered flowly, and
in a2 mufical cadence. After fiting a fhort fpace, he rifes
again and challenges; when fometimes feveral antagonifts
make their appearance; but he has the privilege of choo-
fing which of them he pleafes to wreflle with; and has,
likewife, the preference of challenging again, if he {hould
throw his adverfary, until he himfelf be vanquifhed; and
then the oppofite fide fing the fong of viftory in favour of
their champion. It alfo often happens, that five or fix rife
from each fide, and challenge together; in which cafe, itis
common to {ee three or four couple engaged on the field at
once. But it is aftonithing to fee what temper they preferve
in this exercife ; for we obferved no inftances of their leav-
ing the fpor, with the lealt difpleafure in their counte-
nances. When they find, that they are fo equally matched
as not to.be likely to throw each other, they leave off by
mutual confent. And if the fall of one is not fair, or if it
does not appear very clearly who has had the advantage,

both
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both fides fing the victory, and then they engage again.
But no perfon, who has been vanquifhed, can engage with
his conqueror a fecond time.

The boxers advance fide-ways, changing the fide at every
pace, with one arm ftretched fully out before, the other be-
hind; and holding a piece of cord in one hand, which they
wrap firmly about it, when they find an antagonift, or clfe
have done fo before they enter, This, I imagine, they do,
to prevent a diflocation of the hand or fingers. Their blows
are direfted chiefly to the head; but fometimes to the fides ;
and are dealt out with great activity. They fhift fides,
and box equally well with both hands. But one of their
favourite and moft dextrous blows, is, to turn round on
their heel, juft as they have ftruck rtheir antagonift, and to
give him another very fmart one with the other hand back-
ward.

The boxing matches feldom laft long; and the parties
cither leave off together, or one acknowledges his being beat.
But they never fing the fong of viftory in thefe cafes, unlefs
one ftrikes his adverfary to the ground ; which thews, that,
of the two, wreftling is their moft approved diverfion.
Notonly boys engage, in both the exercifes, but frequently
little girls box very obftinately for a fhort time. In all
which cafes, it doth not appear, that they ever confider it
as the fmallelt difgrace to be vanquifhed; and the perfon
overcome {its down, with as much indifference, as if he had
never entered the lifts. Some of our people ventured to con-
tend with them in both exercifes, but were always worfted;
except in a few inflances, where it appeared, that the fear
they were in of offending us, contributed more to the vie-
tory, than the fuperiority of the perfon they engaged.

T The
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The cattle, which we had brought, and which were al
on fthore, however caretully guarded, I was fenfible, run no
{mall rifk, when I confidered the thievith difpofition of many
of the natives, and their dexterity in appropriating to them-
felves by ftealth, what they faw no profpect of c:b-:aining by
fair means. For'this reafon I thought it prudent to declare
my intention of leaving behind me fome of our animals;
and even to make a difiribution of them previoufly to

my departure.

L
e

With this view, in the evening of the 1gth, T affembled Thurfiay s

all the Chiefs before our houfe, and my intended prefents
to them were marked out. To Poulaho, the king, I gavea
young Englith bull and cow; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram,
and two ewes; and to Feenou, a horfe and a mare. As my
defign, to make fuch a diftribution, had been made known
the day before, moft of the people in the neighbourhood
were then prefent, Iinftructed Omai to tell them, that there
were no fuch animals within many months fail of their
ifland ; that we had brought them, for their ufe, from that
immenfe diftance, at a valt trouble and expenee; that,

therefore, they muft be careful not to kill any of them
till they had multiplied to a numerous race; and, laitly,.

that they and their children ought to remember, that they
had received them from the men of Britane. He alfo ex-
plained to them their feveral ufes, and what. elfe was ne-
ceflary for them to know, or rather as far as he knew;
for Omai was not very well verfed in fuch things himfelf,
As I intended that the above prefents fhould remain. with
the other cattle, till we were ready to fail, I defired each of
the Chiefs to fend 2 man or two to look after their refpective
animals, along with my people, in order that they might
he betier acquainted with them, and with the manner

ofr
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of treating them. The king and Feenou did {o ; but neither
Mareewagee, nor any other perfon for him, took the leaft
notice of the {heep afterward; nor did old Toobou attend at
this meeting, though he was invited, and was in the neigh-
bourhood. I had meant to give him the goats, viz. a ram
and two ewes; which, as he was {o indifferent about them,
I added to the king’s fhare.

It {foon appeared, that fome were diffatisfied with this
allotment of our animals ; for, early next morning, one of
our kids, and two turkey-cocks, were mifling. I could not
be fo fimple as to fuppofe, that this was merely an acci-
dental lofs; and I was determined to have them again.
The firlt ftep I took was to feize on three canoes that hap-
pened to be along-fide the fhips. I then went afhore, and,
having found the king, his brother, Feenou, and fome
other Chiefs, in the houfe that we occupied, I immediately
put a guard over them, and gave them to underftand, that
they muft remain under reftraint, till not only the kid and
the turkeys, but the other things, that had been ftolen from
us, at different times, were reftored. They concealed, as well
as they could, their feelings, on finding them{elves prifoners;
and, having aflured me, that every thing thould be reftored,
as I defired, fat down to drink their ksva, feemingly much at
their eafe. It was not long before an axe, and an iron wedge,
were brought to me. Inthe mean time, fome armed natives
began to gather behind the houfe ; but, on a part of our guard
marching againft them, they difperfed; and I advifed the
Chiefs to give orders, that no more thould appear. Such or-
ders were accordingly given by them, and they were obeyed.
On afking them to go aboard with me to dinner, they
readily confented. But fome having afierward objected to
the king's going, he inftantly rofe up, and declared he

would
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would be the firft man., Accordingly we came on board.
1 kept them there till near four o'clock, when I conducted
them afhore; and, foon afier, the kid, and one of the
turkey-cocks, were brought back. The other, they faid,
fhould be reftored the next morning. 1 believed this would
happen, and releafed both them and the canoes.

After the Chiefs had left us, I walked out with Omay,
to obferve how the people about us fared; for this was the
time of their meals. 1 found that, in general, they were
at {hort commons. Nor is this to be wondered at, fince
moft of the yams, and other provifions which they brought
with them, were fold to us; and they never thought of re-
turning to their own habirtations, while they could find
any fort of fubfiftence in our neighbourhoed. Our ftation
was upon an uncultivated point of land; fo that there
were none of the iflanders, who, properly, refided within
half a mile of us. But, even at this diftance, the multitude
of ftrangers being {o great, one might have expected, that
every houfe would have been much crowded. It was quite
otherwife. The families refiding there were as much left
to themfelves, as if there had not been a fupernumerary
vifiter near them. All the ftrangers lived in little tempo-
rary fheds, or under trees and bufhes; and the cocoa-trees
were firipped of their branches, to erect habitations for the
Chiefs.

In this walk we met with about half 2 dozen women, in
one place, at {fupper. Two of the company, I obferved,
being fed by the others, on our afking rhe reafon, they
(2id faboo mattee. On farther inquiry we found, that one of
them had, two months before, wathed the dead corpfe of
a Chief; and that, on this account, {he was not to handle
any food for five months. The other had performed the

VouL. L. Rr fame
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fame office to the corpfe of another perfon of inferior rank,
and was now under the fame reftrition; but not for {o
long a time. At another place, hard by, we faw another
woman fed; and we learnt, that fhe had aflifted in wathin
the corpfe of the above-mentioned Chief.

5

Early the next morning, the king came on board, to in-
vite me to an entertainment, which he propofed to give the
fame day. He had already been under the barber’s hands;
his head being all befmeared with red pigment, in order
to redden his hair, which was naturally of a dark brown
colour. After breakfaft, I attended him to the fhore; and
we found his people very bufy, in two places, in the front
of our area, fixing, in an upright and fquare pofition,
thus [ o ¢ ], four very long pofts, near two feet from each
other. The fpace between the pofts was afterward filled
up with yams ; and as they went on filling it, they faften-
cd picces of flicks acrofs, from pofl to poft, at the diftance of
about every four feet ; to prevent the pofls from {eparating,
by the weight of the inclofed yams, and alfo to ger up
by. When the yams had reached the top of the firft pofts,
they faftened others to them, and fo continued rill each
pile was the height of thirty feer, or upward. On the
top of one, they placed two baked hogs; and on the top of
the other, a living one; and another they tied by the legs,
hali-way up. It was matter of curiofity to obferve, with
what facility and difparch thefe two piles were raifed. Had

our {eamen been ordered to execute fuch a work, they
would have fworn that it could not be performed wich-
I have called wo

their aid a dozen different forts of tools,: and have ex-

our carpenters; and the carpenters woule
pended, ar leaflt, a hundred weight of nails; and, after all,
it would have employed them as many days, as it did

i
i
thefe
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thefe people hours. But feamen, like moft other amphi-
bious animals, are always the moft helplefs on land. Afrer
they had completed thefe two piles, they made feveral
other heaps of yams and bread-fruit on each fide of the
area ; to which were added a turtle, and a large quantity of
excellent fith. . All this, with a piece of cloth, a mar, and
fome red feathers, was the king's prefent to me; and he
feemed to picque himfelf on excceding, as he really did,
Feenou's liberality, which I experiepced at Hapace.

About one o'clock they began the mai, or dances ; the firll
of which was almolt a copy of the firft that was exhibired at
Mareewagee's entertainment. The fecond was conduéted
by Captain Furneaux's Toobou, who, aswe mentioned, had
alio danced there; and in this, four or five women were in-
troduced, who went through the feveral pares with as much
exatnefs as the men, Toward the end, the performers di-
vided to leave room for two champions, who exerciled their
clubs, as defcribed on a former occalion. And, in the third
dance, which was the laft now prefented, two more men,
with their clubs, difplayed their dexterity. The dances
were {ucceeded by wreftling and boxing ; and one man en-
tered the lifts with a fort of club, made from the flem of a
cocoa-leaf, which is firm and heavy; but could find no an-
tagonift to engage him ar fo rough a fport. At night we
had the bomai repeated ; in which Poulaho himfelf danced,
drefled in Englith manufacture. But neither thefe, nor the
dances in the day-time, were fo confiderable, nor carried
on with fo much fpirit, as Feenou’s, or Mareewagec's ; and,
therefore, there is lefs occafion to be more particular in our
defcription of them.

In order to be prefent the whole time, I dined afhore.
The king fat down with us; but he nether cat nor drank.

Rr 2 I found
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I found that this was owing to the prefence of a female,
whom, at his defire, I had admitted to the dining party; and
who, as we afterward underftood, had fuperior rank to him-
felf. As foon as this great perfonage had dined, fthe ftepped
up to the king, who put his hands to her feet; and then fhe
retired. He immediately dipped his fingers into a glafs of
wine, and then received the obeifance of all her followers.
This was the fingle inflance we ever obferved of his paying
this mark of reverence to any perfon. At the king’s defire,
I ordered fome fireworks to be played off in the evening;

but, unfortunately, being damaged, this exhibition did not
an{wer expetation.

CHAP
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