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Progrefs along the Coaft.—Cape Elizabeth.—Cape St
Hermogenes.—dAccounts of Beering's Voyage wvery de-
fective.—Point Banks — Cape Douglas.—Cape Bede.—
Mount St. Auguftin.—Hopes of finding a Paflage up
an Inlet.—The Ships proceed up it.—Indubitable Marks
of its being @ River.— WNamed Cook's River.—The Ships
return down it.—Various Vifits from the Natives.—
Lieutenant King lands, and takes pofleffion of the Coun-
try.— His Report.—The Refolution runs aground on
Shoal.— Refleftions on the Difcovery of Cook's River.—
The confiderable Tides in it accounted for-

FTER leaving Prince William’s Sound, I fteered to
A the South Weft, with a gentle breeze at North North
Eaft; which, at four o'clock, the next morning, was iuc-
ceeded by a calm; and {oon after, the calm was fucceeded by

a breeze from South Weft. This frefhening, and veering to
North Weft, we ftill continued to {lreich to the South Weft,
and pafled a lofty promontory, fituated in the latitude of
50" 10, and the longitude of 207° 45'. As the difcovery of
it was conneéted with the Princefs Elizabeth’s birth-day, I
named it Cape Elizabeth. Beyond it we could fee no land ; io
that, at firft, we were in hopes that it was the Weflern ex-
tremity of the continent; bur not long after, we faw our
miftake ; for frefh land appeared in fight, bearing Weft
South Welt.

The
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The wind, by this time, had increafed to a very flrong

gale, and forced us to a good diftance from the coaft. 1n
the afrernoon of the 22d, the gale abated; and we ftood to
the Northward for Cape Elizabeth ; which at noon, the next
day, bore Well, ten leagues diftant. At the fame time, a
new land was {een, bearing South 77" Welt, which was fup-
pofed to conneét Cape Elizaberth with the land we had feen
to the Weltward.

The wind continued at Wefl, and I ftood to the Southward
till noon the next day, when we were within three leagues
of the coaft which we had difcovered on the 22d. It here
formed a point that bore Welt North Weft. At the fame
time, more land was feen extending to the Southward, as
far as South South Welt; the whole being twelve or fifteen
leagues diftant. On it was {een a rnidge of mountains co-
vered with {now, extending to the North Weft, behind the
firft land, which we judged to be an ifland, from the very
inconfiderable quantity of fnow that lay upon it. This
point of land is fituated in the latitude of 58° 15, and in
the longitude of 207" 42'; and by what I can gacher
from the account of Beering’s voyage, and the chart that
accompanies it in the Englith edition®, I conclude, that it
muft be what he called Cape 5t. Hermogenes. Burt the ac-
count of that voyage is {fo very much abridged, and the
chart fo extremely inaccurate, that it is hardly pofiible,
either by the one or by the other, or by CUl]lp:ﬁ.ring both to-
gether, to find out any one place which that navigator either

faw or touched at. Were I to form a judgment of Beer-
| |

ing’s proceedings on this coalt, I fhould fuppofe, that he fell
in with the continent near Mount Fair-weather. Burlam

# Captain Cook means Muller’s; of which a tranflation had been publifhed in
London fome time belove he failed,
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by no means certain, that the bay to which I have given his
name, is the place where he anchored. Nordo [ know, that
what I called Mount St. Elias, is the fame confpicuous
mountain to which he gave that name. And as to his
Cape St. Elias, I am entirely at a lofs to pronounce where
it lies.

On the North Eaft fide of Cape St. Hermogenes, the coaft
turned toward the North Weft, and appearcd to be wholly
unconnected with the land feen by us the preceding day. In
(he chart above mentioned, there is here a fpace, where
Beering is fuppofed to have feen no land. This alfo fa-
voured the later account publifhed by Mr. Stzhlin, who
makes Cape St. Hermogenes, and all the land that Beering
difcovered to the South Weft of it, to be a clufter of iflands;
placing St. Hermogenes among(t thofe which are deflitute
of wood. What we now faw, feemed to confirm this;
and every circumitance infpired us with hopes of finding
here a paffage Northward, without being obliged to proceed
any farther to the South Wel.

We were detained off the Cape, by variable light airs and
calms, till rwo o'clock the next morning, when a breeze
{pringing up at North Eaft, we fleered North North Weit
along the coaft; and foon found the land of Cape St. Her-
mogenes to be an ifland, about fix leagues in circuit, fepa-
rated from the adjacent coaft by a channel one league
broad. A league and a half to the North of this ifland, lie
tome rocks, above water; on the North Eaft fide of which
we had from thirty to twenty fathoms water.

At noon, the ifland of St. Hermogenes bore South half
paft, eicht leagucs diftant ; and the land to the North Welt

a'.:l
£ it, extended from South half Weft to near Weft. In this
laft
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laft direflion it ended in a low point, now five leagues dif-
tant, which was called Point Banks. The latitude of the fhip,
at this time, was $8° 41/, and its longitude 207° 44'. In this
fitnation, the land, which was fuppofed to conne Cape
Elizabeth with this South Weft land, was in ight, bearing
North Weft half North. I fleered direétly for it ; and, on a
nearer approach, found it to be a group of high iflands and
rocks, entirely unconnected with any other land. They ob-
tained the name of Barren Jfles from their very naked ap-
pearance. Their fituation is in the latitude of 59, and in a
line with Cape Elizabeth and Point Banks; three leagues
diftant from the former, and five from the latter.

I intended going through one of the channels that divide
thefe iflands ; but meeting with a ftrong current fetting
againft us, I bore up, and went to the leeward of them all.
Toward the evening, the weather, which had been hazy all
day, cleared up, and we got fight of a very lofty promon-
tory, whofe elevated fummit, forming two exceedingly high
mountains, was feen above the clouds. This promontory
I named Cape Douglas, in honour of my very good friend,
Dr. Douglas, canon of Windfor, It is fituated in the latitude
of 58" 56, and in the longitude of 206° 10’; ten leagues to
the Weftward of Barren Ifles; and twelve from Point Ban
in the direction of North Weft by Weft half Wetit,

1- =
K5,

Between this point and Cape Douglas, the coaft feemed
to form a large and deep bay; which, from fome fmoke
that had been feen on Point Banks, obtained the name of
Smiokey Bay.

At day-break, the next morning, being the 26th, having
got to the Northward of the Barren Ifles, we difcovered more
land, extending from Cape Douglas to the North. It form-

VoL, IL 3 D ed

Ll

] 'I
1775, | ] I
May

Tuoefday 26.




A VOYAGE TO

ed a chain of mountains of vaft height; one of which, far
more conf{picuous than the reft, was named Mount St. du-
guftin. The difcovery of this land did not difcourage us;
as it was fuppofed to be wholly unconnected with the land
of Cape Elizabeth. For, in a North North Eaft direction,
the fight was unlimited by every thing but the horizon. We
alfo thought, that there was a paflage to the North Weft,
between Cape Douglas and Mount St. Auguftin. In fhort,
it was imagined, that the land on our larboard, to the
North of Cape Douglas, was compofed of a group of iflands,
disjoined by fo many channels, any one of which we might
make ufe of according as the wind fhould ferve.

With thefe flattering ideas, having a frefh gale at North
North Eaft, we ftood to the North Welt, till eight o'clock,
when we clearly faw that what we had taken for iflands
were {ummits of mountains, every where connected by
lower land, which the hazinefs of the horizon had prevent-
ed us from feeing at a greater diftance. This land was
every where covered with {fnow, from the tops of the hills
down to the very fea-beach; and had every other appear=
ance of being part of a great continent, I was now fully
perfuaded that I fhould find no paflage by this inlet ; and my
perfevering in the fearch of it here, was more to fatisfy
other people, than to confirm my own opinion.

At this time, Mount St. Auguftin bore North, 40" Welt,

three or four leagues diftant. This mountain is of a conical
figure, and of very confiderable height ; but it remains un-
determined whether it be an ifland, or part of the continent.
Finding, that nothing could be done to the Wefl, we tacked,
1nd ftood over to Cape Elizabeth, under which we fetched
at half paft five in the afternoon. On the North fide of Cape

7 Elizabeth,
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Elizabeth, between it and a lofty promontory, named Cape
Bede %, is a bay, in the bottom of which there appeared 1o
be two fnug harbours. We flood well into this bay, where
we might have anchored in twenty-three fathoms water;
but as I had no fuch view, we tacked and ftood to the Wefl-
ward, with the wind at North, a very ftrong gale, attended
by rain, and thick hazy weather.

The next morning the gale abated; but the fame wea-
ther continued till three o'clock in the afternoon, when it
cleared up. Cape Douglas bore South Welt by Weft ; Mount
St. Auguflin Weft half South; and Cape Bede South, 1j5°
Eaft, five leagues diltant. In this fituation, the depth of
water was forty fathoms, over a rocky bottom. From Cape
Bede, the coaft trended North Eaft by Eaft, with a chain
of mountains inland, extending in the {fame direftion, The
land on the coaft was woody ; and there feemed to be no de-
ficiency of harbours. But what was not much in our fa-
vour, we difcovered low land in the middle of the inler,
extending from North North Eaft, to North Eafl by Eaft half
Eaft, However, as this was fuppofed to be an ifland, it did not
difcourage us. About this time, we got a light breeze
Southerly, and I fteered to the Weftward of this low land ;
nothing appearing to obftruct us in that direétion. Our
foundings, during the night, were from thirty o twenty-
five fathoms.

On the 28th in the morning, having but very little wind,
and obferving the fhip to drive to the Southward, in order
to ftop her, 1 dropped a kedge-anchor, with an eight inch
hawf{er bent to it. Bur, in bringing the thip up, the hawfer

% [n n:||~;;i1|g L'L-_j_:, and Mount St, :‘"l.u._"_j'_']_t:-.r., '::'.li:-l.:'iil Cook was diredted by our
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parted near the inner end ; and we loft both it and the an-
chor. Tor although we brought the fhip-up with one of the
bowers, and fpent mott of the day in fweeping for them, it
was to no effet. By an obfervation, we found our-ftation
to be in the latitude of 59° 51”5 the low land above men-
voned extended from North Eaft to South, 75° Eaft; the
neareft part two leagues diftant. The land on the Weftern
fhore was about feven leagues diftant, and extended from
South g5* Weft, to North 7° Eaft ; fo that the extent of the
:nlet was now reduced to three points and a half of the
compafs ; that is, from North half Eaft, to North Eaft, Be-
tween thefe two points no land was to be {een. Here was
a ftrong tide fetting to the Southward out of the inlet. It.
was the ebb, and ran between three and four knots in an
hour and it was low water at ten o'clock. A good deal of
fea-weed, and fome drift-wood, were carried out with the
tide. The water too had become thick like that in rivers;
but we were encouraged to proceed by finding it as falt at
low water as the ocean. The ftrength of the flood-tide was
three knots; and the flream ran up till four in the after-
noon.

As it continued calm all day, I did not move till eight
o'clock in the evening; when, with a light breeze at Eaft, we
weighed, and ftood to the North, up the inlet. We had not
been long under fail, before the wind veered to the North,
increafing to a freth gale, and blowing in fqualls, with rain.

This did not, however, hinder us from plying up as long

as the flood continued ; which was till near five o’clock the
neit morning. We had foundings from thirty-five 0
ewenty-four fathoms. In this laft depth we anchored about
rwo leagues from the Eaftern fhore, in the latitude of 60° 85
fome low land, that we judged to be an ifland, lying under

1 the
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the Weltern {hore, extended from North half Weft, to North
Weflt by North, diftant three or four leagues.

The weather had now become fair and tolerably clear;
fo that we could fee any land that might lie within our ho-
rizon; and ina North North Eaft direftion no land, nor any
thing to obftrut our progrefs, was vifible. But, on each
fide was a ridge of mountains, rifing one behind another,
without the leaft feparation. I judged it to be low water,
by the fhore, about ten o’clock; but the ebb ran down
till near noon. The firength of it was four knots and a
half ; and it fell, upon a perpendicular, ten feet three
inches, that is, while we lay an anchor; fo that there is
reafon to believe this was pot the greateft fall. On the
Eaftern fhore we now faw two columns of fmoke, a fure
fign that there were inhabitants.

At one in the afternocon we weighed, and plyed up under
double-reefed top-fails and courfes, having a very f{lrong
gale at North North Eaft, nearly right down the inlet. We
firetched over to the Wellern fhore, and fetched within two
leagues of the South end of the low land, or ifland before
mentioned, under which I intended ro have taken fhelter till
the gale fhould ceafe. Bur falling {uddenly into twelve fa-
thoms water, from upward of forty, and {eeing the appear-
ance of a fhoal ahead, fpitting out from the low land, I
tacked, and firetched back rto the Eaftward; and anchored
under that fhore in nineteen fathoms water, over a bottom
of {fmall pebble ftones.

Between one and two in the morning of the goth, we
weighed a:_f;tiln with the firlt of the flood, the gale having,

by this time, quite abated, but flill continuing contrary ;
{o that we plied up till near feven o'clock, when the tide
btling

Saturday. zou
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being done, we anchored in nincteen fathoms, under the
fame {hore as before. The North Weft part of it, forming
a bluff’ point, bore North, 20" Eaft, two leagues diftant; a
point on the other fhore oppofite 1o it, and nearly of the
fame height, bore North, 36° Weft ; our latitude, by obfer-
vation, 60" 37.

About noon, two canoes, with a man in each, came off
to the thip, from near the place where we had feen the
{moke the preceding day. They laboured very hard in pad-
dling acrofs the ftrong tide ; and hefirated a little before
they would come quite clofe; but upon figns being made
to them, they approached. One of them talked a great deal
to no purpole ; for we did not underftand a word he faid.
He kept pointing to the fhore, which we interpreted to be
an invitation to go thither. They accepted a few trifles from
me, which I conveyed to them from the quarter-gallery.
Thefe men, in every refpect, refembled the people we had
met with in Prince William’s Sound, as to their perfons and
drefs. Their canoes were alfo of the fame conftruction. One
of our vifiters had his face painted jer black, and feemed to
have no beard; but the other, who was more t:ldcri}r, had
no paint, and a confiderable beard, with a vifage much like
the common fort of the Prince William’s people. There was
alfo fmoke feen upon the flat Weflern fhore this day, from
whence we may infer, that thefe lower {pots, and iflands, are
the only inhabited places.

When the flood made we weighed, and then the canoes
left us. I ftood over to the Weflern {hore, with a frefh gale at
North North Eall, and feiched under the point above men-
tioned. This, with the other on the oppofite fhore, con-
tracted the channel to the breadih of four leagues, Through

this
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this channel ran a prodigious tide. It looked frightful to
us, who could not tell whether the agitation of the water
was occafioned by the ftream, or by the breaking of the
waves againlt rocks or fands. As we met with no fhoal, it
was concluded to be the former; but, in the end, we found
ourfelves miftaken. I now kept the Weflern fhore aboard,
it appearing to be the {afeft. Near the fhore we had a depth
of thirteen fathoms; and two or three miles off, forty and
upward. Ateightin the evening, we anchored under a point
of land which bore North Eaft, three leagues diftant, in fif-
teen fathoms water. Here we lay during the cebb, which
run near five knots in the hour.

Until we got thus far, the water had retained the fame
degree of faltnefs at low, as at high-water ; and, at both pe-
riods, was as {alr as that in the ocean. Burt now the marks
of a river difplayed themfelves. The warer taken up this
ebb, when at the loweft, was found to be very confiderably
frefher, than any we had hitherto rafted ; infomuch that I
was convinced that we were in a large river, and not in a
ftrair, communicating with the Northern feas. Bur as we
had proceeded thus far, I was defirous of having ftronger
proofs ; and, therefore, weighed with the next flood in the
morning of the 31ft, and plied higher up, or rather drove
up with the ride; for we had bur little wind.

About eight o'clock, we were vifited by f{everal of the na-
tives, in one large, and feveral {mall canoces. The latter
carried only one perfon each; and fome hada paddle with a
blade at each end, after the manner of the Efquimaux, In
the large canoes were men, women, and children. Before
they reached the fhip, they dilplayed a leathern frock upon
a long pole, as a fign, as we underftood ir, of their peaceable
intentions,
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intentions. This frock they conveved into the fhip, in re-
turn for fome trifles which I gave them. I could obferve no
difference between the perfons, drefs, ornaments, and boats
of thefe people, and thofe of Prince William's Sound, ex-
cept that the fmall canoes were rather of a lefs fize, and
carried only one man. We procured from them fome of
their fur drefles, made of the fkins of fea-otters, martins,
hares, and other animals; a few of their darts; and a
fmall fupply of falmon and halibut. In exchange for
thefe they took old clothes, beads, and pieces of iron. We
found that they were in pofleflion of large iron knives,
and of {ky-blue glafs beads, fuch as we had found amongft
the natives of Prince William’s Sound. Thefe latter they
feemed to value much, and confequently thofe which we
now gave them. But their inclination led them, efpecially,
to alk for large pieces of iron; which metal, if I was not
much miftaken, they called by the name of gasne; though,
like their neighbours in Prince William’s Sound, they feem-
ed to have many fignifications to one word, They evident-
ly fpoke the fame language; as the words fkeeta, naema,
gonaka, and a few others of the moft common we heard in
that Sound, were alfo frequently ufed by this new tribe.
Afier fpending about two hours between the one thip and
the other, they all retired to the Weftern thore.

At nine o’clock, we came to an anchor, in fixteen fathoms
water, about two leagues from the Welt thore, and found
the ebb already begun. At its greateft firength, it ran only
three knots in the hour, and fell, upon a perpendicular, af-
ter we had anchored, twenty-one feer. The weather was
milty, with drizling rain, and clear, by turns. At the clear
intervals, we faw an opening between the mountains on th
Eaflern fhore, bearing Eaft from the flation of the fhips,

with
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with low land, which we fuppofed to be iflands
‘tween us and the main land. !

Northward, that feemed to cxtend from the foot of the
mountains on the one fide, to thofe on the other; and, at
low water, we perceived large fhoals ftretching out from

this low land; fome of which were at no great diftance

from us. From thefe dppearances, we were in fome doubt

whether the inlet did not take an Ealterly direction, through
the above opening ; or whether that opening was only a
branch of it, and the main channel continued its Northern

direction through the low land now jn fight.
ation

lying be-
Low land was alfo feen to the

The continu-
and direétion of the chain of mountains on each fide

of it, flrongly indicated the probability of the latter fup-
pefition.

To determine this point, and to examine the fhoals, I dif-
patched two boats, under the command of the matfter; and,
as foon as the flood-tide made, followed with the fhips: but,
as it was a dead calm, and the tide ftrong, I anchored, after
driving about ten miles in an Faft dire@ion, At the loweft
of the preceding ebb, the water at the furface, a
a foot below it, was found to be perfectly frefh ; retaining,
however, a confiderable degree of falinefs at
depth.

nd for near

a greater
Befides this, we had now many other, and
evident, proofs of being in a great river.
fhores ; very thick and muddy water;

manner of dirt and rubbifh, floating up
tide. In the afternoon, the natives,
us another vific ; and traflick

but too
L | -

ouch as low
large trees, and all
and down with the
in feveral canoes, paid
ed with our people for fome
time, without ever giving us reafon to accufe them of

i.I.ll},.r
act of dithonefty,
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At two o’clock next morning, being the it of June, the
mafter returned, and reported that he found the inlet, or,
rather, river, contracted to the breadth of one league, by
low land on each fide, through which it took a Northerly
direction. He proceeded three leagues.throu gh this narrow
part, which he found navigable for the largeft fhips, being
from twenty to feventeen fathoms deep. The lealt water,
at a proper diftance from the {fhore and {hoals, was ten fa-
thoms ; and this was before he entered the narrow part.
While the ebb or flream run down, the water was per-
fetly frefh; but, after the flood made, it became brackifh ;
and, toward high water, very much fo, even as high up as
he went. He landed upon an ifland, which lies between
this branch and the Eaftern one ; and upon it faw fome cur-
rant bufhes, with the fruit already fet; and fome other
fruit-trees and bufhes, unknown to him. The foil appeared
to be clay, mixed with fand. About three leagues beyond
the extent of his fearch, or to the Northward of it, he ob-
ferved there was another feparation in the Eaftern chain of
mountains, throngh which he fuppofed the river took 2
Norcth Ealt direétion ; but it feemed rather more probable
that this was only another branch, and that the main chan-
nel kept its Northern dire¢tion, between the two ridges or
chains of mountains before mentioned. He found that
thefe two ridges, as they extended to the North, inclined
more and more to each other, but never appeared to clofe;
nor was any clevated land feen between them, only low
land, part woody, and part clear.

All hopes of finding a paflage were now given up. But
as the ebb was almoll fpent, and we could not return againit
the flood, 1 thought I might as well take the advantage of

the
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by that means, finally to determine whether the low land on ———2
the Eaft fide of the river was an ifland, as we had fuppofed,

or not. With this purpofe in view, we weighed with the | | ‘
firlt of the flood, and, having a faint brecze at North Eafl, I
ftood over for the Eaftern fhore, with boats ahead, founding,.

the latter, to get a nearer view of the Eaftern branchj and, 1778 i

Our depth was from twelve to five fathoms; the bottom a
hard gravel, though the water was exceedingly muddy. At
cight o’clock, a frefh breeze fprung up at Ealt, blowing in
an oppofite direction to our courfe; fo that I defpaired of
reaching the entrance of the river, to which we were ply-
ing up, before high-water. But thinking that what the fhips
could not do, might be done by boats, I difpaiched two,
under the command of Lieutenant King, to examine the
tides, and to make fuch other obfervations as might give us
fome infight into the nature of the river.

At ten o’clock, finding the ebb begun, Ianchored in nine
fathoms water, over a gravelly bottom. Obferving the tide
to be too ftrong for the boats to make head againft it, I made
a fignal for them to return on board, before they had got
half way to the entrance of the river they were fent to ex-
amine, which bore from us South 85° Ealfl, three leagues
diftant. The principal information gained by this tide’s
work, was the determining that all the low land, which we
had fuppofed to be an ifland or iflands, was one continued
tract, from the banks of the great river, to the foot of the
mountains, to which it joined ; and that it terminated at the
South entrance of this Eaftern branch, which 1 fhall diftin-
guith by the name of River Turnagain. On the North fide of
this river, the low land again begins, and flretches out
from the foot of the mountains, down to the banks of the
great river; fo that, before the river Turnagain, it forms a
3E 2

large
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large bay, on the South fide of which we were now at an-
chor ; and where we had from twelve to five fathoms, from
half-flood to high-water,

After we had entered the bay, the flood fer flrong into the
river Turnagain; and ebb came out with flill greater force ,
the water falling, while we lay aranchor, twenty feet upon
a perpendicular, Thefle circumftances convinced me, that
no paflage was to be expeéted by this fide river, any more
than by the main branch. However, as the water during
the ebb, though very confiderably frefher, had flill a firong
degree of faltnefs, it is but reafonable to fuppofe, that both
thefe branches are navigable by fhips, much farther than
we examined them ; and that by means of this river, and its
feveral branches, a very extenfive inland communication lies
open. We had traced it as high as the latitude of 61° 30';
and the longitude of 210°; which is feventy leagues, or more,
from its entrance, without feeing the leaft appearance of its
fource.

If the difcovery of this great river *, which promifes to
vie with the moft confiderable ones already known to be
capable of extenfive inland navigation, fhould prove of ufe
either to the prefent, or to any Future age, the time we fpent
in it ought to be the lefs regretted. But to us, who had a
much greater objet in view, the delay thus occafioned was
an eflential lofs. Thé feafon was advancing apace. We
knew not how far we might have to proceed to the South ;
and we were now convinced, that the continent of North
America extended farther to the Weft, than, from the mo-

* Captain Cook having here left a blank which he had not filled up with any parti-
cular name, Lord Sandwich diredted, with the greateft propriety,_that it. fhould be
called Cood's River,

dern
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dern moft reputable charts, we had reafon to expect. This
macde the exiflence of a paflage into Baflin's or Hudfon’s
Bays lefs probable; or, at leafl, thewed it to be of greater
extent, It was a fatisfa@®ion to me, howev

cr, to reflect,
that, if I had not examined this very

confiderable inlet,
it would have been affumed, by fpeculative fabricators of
geography, as a fad, that it communicated with the fea to
the North, or with Baffin’s or Hud{on's Bay to the Eaft; and
been marked, perhaps, on future maps of the world, with
greater precifion, and more certain ligns of reality,
the invifible, becaufe Imaginary, Str
Fonte.

tharx
aits of de Fuca, and de

In the afternoon, I fent Mr. King again, with two armed
boats, with orders to land, on the Northern point of the
low land, on the South Eaft fide of the river; there to dif-
play the flag; totake poffeflion of the country and river, in
his Majelty’s name; and to bury in the ground a bottle,
containing fome pieces of Englith coin, of the year 17725
and a paper, on which was infcribed the names of our fhips,
and the date of our difcovery. In the mean tume, the thips
were got under fail, in order to proceed down the river, The
wind flill blue freth, Eafterly; but a calm enfued, not long
after we were under way ; and the flood-tide meeting us off
the point where Mr, King landed (and which thence got the
name of Point Poffeffisn), we were obli ged to drop anchor in
fix fathoms water, with the point bearing South, two miles,
diftant,

When Mr, King returned, he informed me, that as he ap-
proached the thore, about twenty of the natives made their
appearance, with their arms extended ; probably, to exprefs

thus their peaceable difpofition, and to thew that they were

4 withous
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without weapons. On Mr. King’s, and the gentlemen with
him, landing, with mufquets in their hands, they feemed
alarmed, and made figns expreflive of their requeft to lay
themn down. This was accordingly done; and then they
fuffered the gentlemen to walk up to them, and appeared to
be cheerful and fociable. They had with them a few pieces
of frefh falmon, and feveral dogs. Mr, Law, furgeon of the
Difcovery, who was one of the party, having bought one of
the latter, took it down toward the boat, and fhot it dead, in
their fight. This feemed to furprize them exceedingly ;
and, as if they did not think themfelves fafe in {fuch com-
pany, they walked away; but it was foon after difcovered,
that their fpears, and other weapons, were hidin the buthes
clofe behind them. Mr. King alfo informed me, that the
ground was {wampy, and the foil poor, light, and black. It
produced a few trees and fhrubs; fuch as pines, alders,
birch, and willows ; rofe and currant bufhes; and a litle
grafs; but they {faw not a fingle plant in flower,

We weighed anchor, as {foon as it was high water; and,
with a faint breeze Southerly, ftood over to the Weit fhore,
where the return of the flood obliged us to anchor early next
morning. Soon after, feveral large, and fome {mall canoes,
with natives, came off, who bartered their fkins; after
which they fold their garments, till many of them were
quite naked. Amonglt others, they brought a number of
whire hair or rabbit fkins; and very beautiful reddifth ones
of foxes; but there were only two or three fkins of otters.
They alfo fold us fome pieces of falmon and halibut. They
preferred iron to every thing elfe offered to them in ex-
change. The lip-ornaments did not feem fo frequent
amongft them, as at Prince William's Sound; but they had
more of thofe which pafs through the nofe, and, in general,

thefe
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thefe were alfo much longer. They had, however, a greater

quantity of a kind of white and red embroidered work on ‘—~—

fome parts of their garments, and on other things, fuch as
their quivers, and knife-cafes.

At half paft ten, we weighed with the firft of the ebb, and
having a gentle breeze at South, plied down the river; in
the doing of which, by the inattention and neglet of the
man at the lead, the Refolution firuck, and ftuck fafton a
bank, that lies nearly in the middle of the river, and about
two miles above the two projeéting bluff points before men-
tioned. This bank was, no doubt, the occafion of that very
firong rippling, or agitation of the ftream, which we had
obferved when turning up the river. There was not lefs than
twelve feet depth of water about the fhip, atthe loweft of the
ebb; but other parts of the bank were dry. As {oon as the
thip came aground, I made a fignal for the Difcovery to an-
chor. She, as [ afterward underftood, had been near athore
on the Wefl fide of the bank. As the flood-tide came in, the
{hip floated off, foon after five o’clock in the afternoon, with-
out receiving the leaft damage, or giving us any trouble ;
and, after flanding over to the Weft fhore, into deep wa-
ter, we anchored to wait for the ebb, as the wind was flill
COontrary.

We weighed again with the ebb, at ten o’clock at night;
and, between four and five next morning, when the tide was
finifhed, once more caft anchor about two miles below the

bluff point, on the Welt thore, in nineteen fathoms water. A
good many of the natives came off, when we were in this
flation, and attended upon us all the morning. Their com-
pany was very acceptable; for they brought with them a
larze guantity of very fine falmon, which they exchanged for

1
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fuch trifles as we had to give them. Molt of it was {plit
ready for drying; and feveral hundred weight of it was pro-
cured for the two fhips.

In the afternoon, the mountains, for the firft time fince
our entering the river, were clear of clouds; and we difco-
vered a volcano in one of thofe on the Well fide. Itisin the
latitude of Go® 23'; and is the firlt high mounrain to the
North of Mount St. Augufline, The volcano is on that fide
of it that is next the river, and not far from the fummit. It
did not now make any firiking appearance, emitting only a
white fmoke, but no fire.

The wind remaining Southerly, we continued to tide it
down the river; and, on the sth, in the morning, coming
to the place where we had loft our kedge-anchor, made an
attempt to recover it, bur without fuccefs. Before we left
this place, fix canoes came off from the Eaft {hore; fome
conducted by one, and others by two men. They remained
at a little diftance from the fhips, viewing them, with a
kind of filent furprize, at leaft half an hour, withour ex-
changing a fingle word wirth us, or with one another. At
length, they took courage, and came along fide; began to
barter with our people; and did not leave us till they had
parted with every thing they brought with them, confifting
of a few fkins and fome falmon. And here it may not be
improper to remark, that all the people we had mer with in
this river, feemed, by every firiking inftance of refem-
blance, to be of the fame nation with thofe who inhabit
Prince William’s Sound, but differing eflentially from thofe
of Nootka, or King George's Sound, both in their perfons
and language. The language of thefe is rather more gut-

tural ;
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tural ; but, like the others, they fpeak ftrongly and difliné,
1n words which feem fentences.

I have before obferved, that they are in pofleflion of iron .
that is, they have the points of their {pears and knives of
this metal ; and fome of the formerare =1 o made of copper.
Their {pears are like our fpontoons; and their knives, which
they keep in fheaths, are of a confiderable length. Thefe
with a few glafs beads, are the only things we faw amonzf(t
them that were not of their own manufacture. I have al-
ready offered my conjectures from whence they derive their
foreign articles; and fhall only add here, that, if it were

probable that they found their way to them from fuch of

their neighbours with whom the Ruflians may have efla-
blithed a trade, I will be bold to {ay, the Ruflians them-
felves have never been amongft them : for if that had been
the cafe, we fhould hardly have found them clothed in fuch
valuable fkins as thofe of the {ea-otter.

There i1s not the leaft doubt, that a wery beneficial fur
trade might be carried on with the inhabitants of this vaft
coaft. Butunlefs a Northern paflage thould be found prac.-
ticable, it feems rather too remote for Great Britain to re-
ceive any emeolument from it. It mufl, however, be ob-
{erved, that the molt valuable, or rather the Dl“:l]}’ 1.-‘1"._1:1]::[.3
{kins, I faw on this Weit fide of America, were thofe of the
{ea-otter. All their other fkins feemed to l}c of an inferior
quality; particularly thofe of their foxes and martins. It
muft alfo be obferved, that moft of the fkins, which we pur-
chafed, were made up into garments, However, fome of
thefe were in good condition ; but others were old and ragged

ecnough; and all of them very loufy. Bur as thefe poor

people make no other ufe of fkins but for clothing them-
Vor, II. 3 F felves,
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felves, it cannot be fuppofed that they are at the trouble of
drefling more of them than are neceflary for this purpofe.
And, perhaps, this is the chief ufe for which they kill the
animals; for the fea and the rivers feem to fupply them
with their principal articles of food. It would, probably,
be much otherwile, were they once habituated to a conftant
wrade with foreigners. This intercourfe would increafe their
wants, by introducing them to 2n acquaintance with new
luxuries ; and, in order to be enabled to purchafe thefe, they
would be more afliduous in procuring {kins, which they
would foon difcover to be the commodity moft fought for;
and a plentiful fupply of which, 1 make no doubr, would
be had in the country.

It will appear, from what has been faid occafionally of the
tide, that it is confiderable in this river, and contributes very
much to facilitate the navigation of it. It is high-water in
the fircam, on the days of the newand full moon, between
two and three o'clock ; and the tide rifes, upon a perpendi-
cular, between three and four fathoms. The reafon of the
tide’s being greater here, than at other parts of this coaft,
is eafily accounted for. The mouth of the river being fitu-
ated in a corner of the coaft, the flood that comes from the
ocean is forced into it by both fhores, and by that means
fwells the tide to a great height. A view of the chart will
illuftrate this.

The variation of the compafs was 25° 40’ Eaft.
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