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CH AP VIIL

Progrefs Northward, after leaving Oﬁ.’.’afr‘ﬂ?ﬁﬁh—'?}ﬁﬁ
Iflands Oonclla and Acootan.—Qoneemak—Shallownefs
of the Water almy the Coaft —Briftol Bay.—Round
:Tﬂmrﬁ'.—ﬁzfm Point,—Gape Newenbam.— Licutenant
Williamfon lands, and bis prarf.———Er{/?fﬂ' Bay, and its
Extent.—The Ships obliged o returm, on account of
Shoals.—Natives come off 0 the Ships.—Death of Mr.
Anderfon 5 bis Charaller, and Ifland nawmed after
him.—Point Rodney—Sledge 1fland, and Remnarks on
landing there —King's Ifland —Cape Prince of Wales,
the Weflern Extreme of America—Courfe Weflward,
— Anchor in a Bay on the Coaft of Afia,

AVING put to fea with a light breeze, at South South

Eaft, we fteered to the North, meeting with nothing

to obftruct us in this courfe. For, as 1 obferved before, the
ifland of Oonalathka, on the one fide, trended South Welt;
and, on the other, no land was to be {een in a direétion more
Northerly than North Eaft; the whole of which land was a
continuation of the fame group of iflands which we had
fallen in with on the gsth of June. That which lies before
samganoodha, and forms the North Eaft fide of the paflage
through which we came, is called Ocnella, and is about
feven leagues in circumference. Another ifland, to the
North Eaft of it, is called Aeooran, which 1s confiderably
larger than Oonella, and hath in it fome very high moun-
I tains,
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tains, which were covered with fnow. It appeared, that
we might have gone very fafely between thefe two iflands
and the continent, the South Weft point of which opened
off the North Eaft point of Acootan, in the direction
of North, 60° Ealt; and which proved to be the {ame
point of land we had feen when we quitted .the coaft
of the continent, on the 25th of June, to go without the
iflands. It is called by the pcople of thele parts Oonemat,
and lies in the latitude of 54° go', and in the longitude of
192° 30. Over the cape, which, of itfelf, is high land, is
a round elevated mountain, at this time entirely covered
with {now.

At fix in the evening, this mountain bore Ealt, 2° North;
and at eight we had no land in fight. Concluding, there-
fore, that the coaft of the continent had now taken a North
Eafterly direétion, I ventured to fteer the fame courfe, till
one o’clock next morning, when the watch on deck thought
they faw land ahead. Upon this we wore, and ftood to the
South Weift for two hours, and then refumed our courfe to.
the Eaft North Ealft.

At fix o’clock, land was feen ahead, bearing South Eaft,
about five leagues diftant. As we advanced, we raifed more
and more land, all conneéted, and feemingly in the direction
of ourcourfe. At noon, it extended from South South Welt
to Eaft; the neareft part five or fix leagues diftant. Our la-
titude, at this time, was 55° 21', and our longitude 195 18'.
This coaft is on the North Weft fide of the velcane mountaing;
fo that we muft have feen it, if the weather had been to-
lerably clear.

At fix in the evening, after having run eight leagues
upon an Eaft by North courfe from noon, we founded, and
21z found
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found forty-cight fathoms, over a bottom of black find.

t—~—~ Being at this time four leagues from the land, the Eaftern
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Yuelday -,

Wednef, 8,

part in fight bore Eaft South Eaft, and appeared as a high
round hummock, feemingly detached from the main,

Having continued to fleer Eaft North Eaft all night, at
eight in the morning of the 4th, the coaft was feen from
South South Weft, and Eaft by South; and ar times we could
fee high land, covered with fnow, behindit. Soon after, it
fell calm, and being in thirty fathoms water, we put over
hooks and lines, and caught a good number of fine cod-fith.
At noon, having now a breeze from the Eaft, and the wea-
ther being clear, we found ourfelves fix leagues from the
land, which extended from South by Well to Eaft by South.
The hummock, feen the preceding evening, bore South
Welt by South, ten leagues diftant. Qur latitude Was now
55" 50, and our longitude 197° 2. A great hollow fwell
trom Weft South Weft, aflured us, that there was no main
land near, in that dire@®ion. 1 flood to the North till fix in
the afternoon, when the wind having veered to South Eaft,
enabled us ro fleer Eaft North Eaft. The coaft lay in this
direction, and, at noon the next day, was about four leagues
diftant.

On the 6th and 7th, the wind being Northerly, we made
but little progrefs. A cight in the evening of the latter, we
were in nineteen fathoms warer, and about three or four
leagues from the coaft, which, on the 8th, extended from
South South Weft to Ealt by North, and was all low land,
with a ridge of mountains behind it, covered with fnow.
It is probable, thar this low coaft extends, fome diftance, to
the South Weft ; and that fuch places as we fometimes took
for inlets or bays, are only vallies between the mountains.

3 - On
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On the morning of the oth, with a breeze at North Weft,
we fteered Eaft by North, to get nearer the coaft. At noon, we
were in the latitude of 57° 49, and in the longitude of 205°
33, and about two leagues from the land, which extended
from South by Eaft to Eaft North Eait; being all a low coaft,
with points fhooting out in fome Places, which, from the
deck, appeared like iflands; but, from the maft-head, low
land was feen to conne them. 1In thig fituation, the
depth of water was fifteen fathoms, the bottom a fine
black fand.

As we had advanced to the North Eaft, we had found the
depth of water gradually decreafing, and the coaft trending
more and more Northerly, But the ridge of mountains be-
hind it, continued to lie in the fame direction as thofe more
Wefterly; {o that the extent of the low land, between the
foot of the mountains and the fea coaft, infenfibly increafed.
Both high and low grounds were perfe@ly deftitute of
wood; but feemed to be covered with a green turf, except
the mountains, which were covered with fnow, Continuing
to {leer along the coaft, with a gentle breeze Wellerly, the
water gradually fhoaled from fifteen to ten fachoms, though
we were at the diftance of eight or ten miles from the
fhore. At eight in the evening, an elevated mountain,
which had been in fight for fome time, bore South Eaft by
Ealt, twenty-one leagues diftant, Some other mountains,
belonging to the fame chain, and much farther diftant,
bore Eaft 3° North. The coaft extended as far as North
Eaft half North, where it feemed to terminate in a point,
beyond which we hoped and expected, that it would take 2
more Eafterly direction. But foon after, we difcovered low
fand, extending from behind this point, as far as North
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Welt by Weft, where it was loft in the horizon ; and behind
it was high land, that appeared in detached hills.

Thus the fine profpect we had of getting to the North
vanithed in a moment. I ftood on till nine o’clock, for fo
long it was light, and then the point above mentioned, bore
North Eaft half Eaft, about three miles diftant. Behind this
point is a river, the entrance of which {feemed to be a mile
broad; but I can fay nothing as to its depth. The water
appeared difcoloured, as upon {hoals, but a calm would
have given it the fame afpect. It feemed to have a winding
direction, through the great flat that lies between the chain
of mountains to the South Eaft, and the hills to the North
Weft. It mufl abound with falmon, as we faw many leap-
ing in the fea before the entrance; and fome were found in
the maws of cod which we had caught. The entrance of
this river, diftinguithed by the name of Briffol River, lies
in the latitude of 58° 27/, and in the longitude of 201° 55'.

Having fpent the' night in making fhort boards; at day-
break on the morning of the 1oth, we made fail to the Weft
South Weft, with a gentle breeze at North Eaft. At eleven
o'clock, we thought the coaft to the North Weft terminated
in a point, bearing North Weft by Weft; and as we had now
deepened the water from nine to fourteen fathoms, I fteered
for the point, ordering the Difcovery to keep ahead. But
before fhe had run a mile, the made a fignal for fhoal
water. At thatinftant, wehad the depth of feven fathoms;
and before we could get the fhip’s head the other way, had
lefs than five; but the Difcovery had lefs than four.

We flood back to the North Eaft, three or four miles ; but
finding there was a firong tide or current fetting to the Weft
South Weft, that is toward the fhoal, we anchored in ten

fathoms,.
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fathoms, over a bottom of fine fand. Two hours after we 1778 (| ;'\I_!:
had anchored, the water had fallen two feet and upward ; Lt il
which proved, that it was the tide of ebb that came from
the river above mentioned. We alfo examined fome of the
water which we had taken up, and found that it was not
half {o falt as common fea water. This furnifhed another
proof, that we were before a large river.

At four in the afternoon, the wind fhifting to South Weit,
we weighed and flood to the Southward, with boats ahead
founding ; and pafled over the South end of the fhoal, in fix
fathoms water. We then got into thirteen and fifteen; in

which laft depth we anchored, at half paft eight; fome part
1 of the chain of mountains, on the South Eaft thore, in fight,
bearing South Eaft half South ; and the Wefternmoft land on
the other thore, North Weft. We had, in the cous {e of the
day, feen high land, bearing North, 60" Weft, by eflimation
ewelve leagues diftant.
Having weighed next morning, at two o'clock, with a Saturdayin.
light breeze at South Weft by Weft, we plied to windward
till nine; when judging the flood tide to be now made
againfl us, we came to an anchor in twenty-four fathoms.
1 We lay here dll one, when the fog, which had prevailed
this morning, difperfing, and the rtide making in our fa-
vour, we weighed and plied to the South Weft. In the , |
evening, the wind was very variable, and we had fome :
thunder. We had heard none before, fince our arrival upon
the coaft; and this was ar a great diftance.

The wind having fettled again in the South Weft quarter, '
in the morning of the 12th, we flood to the North Welt, and Saadayiz.
at ten {aw the continent. At noon, it extended from North ; |
Eaft by North, to North North Weft a quarter Weft; and an
elevated
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cievated hill bore North North Wef, ten leagues diftant
This proved to be an ifland, which, from its figure, obtained
the name of Round [fland. It lies in the latitude of 58° 37!,
and in the longitude of 200° 6, and feven miles from the
continent. In the evening at nine, having flood to the
Northward to within_three leagues of the fhore, we tacked
in fourteen fathoms water; the extremes of the coaft bear-
ing Eaft South Eaft half Faft, and Welt. The wind veering
to the North Weft, enabled us to make a good ftretch along
fhore, till two o’clock in the morning, when we got all at
once into fix fathoms water, being at this time two leagues
from the fhore. After edging off a little, our depth gradu-
ally increafed, and at noon we had twenty fathoms, when
the latitude was 358° 13, and the longitude 199°. Round
liland bore North, 5° Eaft; and the Weft extreme of the
coalt North, 16" Welt, feven leagues diftant. It is an ele-
vated point, which obtained the name of Calm Point, from
our having calm weather when off it. To the North Wefl
of Round lland are two or three hillocks, that appeared like
iflands ; and it is poffible they may be fuch; for we had
but a diftant view of the coaft in this place.

During the 14th and rs5th, our progrefs was flow, hay-
ing little wind, and fometimes fo thick a fog, that we
could not fee the length of the thip. The foundings were
from fourteen to twenty-{ix fathoms; and we had tolerable
fuccels in fithing, catching cod, and now and then a few
flac fith. At five in the morning of the 16th, the fog hav-
ing cleared up, we found ourfelves nearer the land than we
cx‘pﬂd'tmli Calm Point bore North, 72° Eaft, and a point
eight leagues from it, in the direétion of Weft, bore North,
2® Eafl, three miles diftant. Between thefe two points, the
coalt forms a bay, in fome parts of which the land was

hardly
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hardly vifible from the maft head. There is alfo a bay on
the North Weft fide of this laft point, between it and an ele-
vated promontory, which, at this time, bore North, 36° Welt,
fixteen miles diftant. At nine, I fenr Lieutenant William{on
to this promontory, with orders to land, and fee what di-
rection the coafl took beyond it, and what the country pro-
duced; for, from the fhips, it had but a barren appear-
ance. We found here the flood-tide fetting flrongly to the
North Weft along the coaft. At noon it was high-water
and we anchored in twenty-four fathoms, four leagues
diftant from the fthore. At five in the afternoon, the tude
making in our favour, we weighed, and drove with it; for
there was no wind.

Soon afrer Mr. Williamfon returned, and reperted, that he
had landed on the point, and, having climbed the higheft
hill, found, that the fartheft part of the coaft in fight bore
nearly North. He took polleflion of the country in his
Majefly’s name, and left on the hill a bottle, in which was
infcribed, on a piece of paper, the names of the fhips, and
the date of the difcovery. The promontory, to which he
gave the name of Cape Newenbam, is a rocky point, of tole-
rable height, fituated in the latitude of 58’ 42', and in the
longitude of 197° 36'. Over, or within it, are two elevated
hills, rifing one behind the other, The innermoft, or Eaft-
ernmoft, is the higheft. The country, as far as Mr, Wil-
liamfon could fee, produces neither tree nor {hrub. The
hills are naked ; but on the lower grounds grew grafs, and
other plants, very few of which were in flower. He faw no
other animal but a doe and her fawn ; and a dead fea-horfe,
or cow, upon the beach. Of thefe animals we had lately
feen a great many.

Vo, IL 3 K As
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As the coaft takes a Northerly diretion from Cape Newen-
ham, that Cape fixes the Northern limit of the great bay
and gulph, lying before the river Briftol, which, in honour
of the admiral Earl of Briftol, was named Briffol Bay. Cape
Qongemak is the South limit of this bay ; and is diftant eighty-
two leagues from Cape Newenham, in the direction of South
South Welt.

About eight in the evening, a light breeze {pringing up,
which fixed at South South Eaft, we fteered North Weft,
and North North Weft, round Cape Newenham, which, at
noon next day, bore South by Eaft, diftant four leagues. At
this time the moft advanced land to the Northward bore
North, 3¢° Eaft; our depth of water was feventeen fathoms;
and the neareft fhore 3i leagues diftant, We had but little
wind all the afternoon; fo that, at ten at night, we had
only made three leagues upon a North courfe,

We fteered North by Weft till eight the next morning,
when, our depth of water decrealing fuddenly to five and
feven fathoms, we brought to, null" a- boat from each fthip
was fent ahead to found, and then fteered North Eaft after
them ; and at noon we had deepened the water-to {eventeen
fathoms. At this time, Cape Newenham bore South, ¢°
Eaft, diftant eleven or twelve leagues; the North Eaft ex-
treme of the land in fight North, 6¢6° Eaflt; and the neareft
five leagues diftant.  OQur latitude, by

Fa

obfervation, was 59 16

{hore about four or

Between this latitude and Cape Newenham, the coaft is
compofed of hills, and low land, and appeared to form
{everal bays. A litle before one o’clock, the boats aliead
made the fignal for meeting with fhoal warer, It feems
they had only two fathoms; and, at the fame time, tiie
4 thips
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fhips were in fix fathoms, By hauling a little more to
the Northward, we continued in much the fame depth till
between five and fix o’clock, when the boats meeting with
lefs and lefs water, I made the fignal to the Difcovery, fhe
being then ahead, to anchor, which we did {foon after. In
bringing our fhip up, the cable parted at the clinch, which
obliged us to come to with the other anchor. We rode in
fix fathoms water, a fandy bottom, and about four or five
leagues from the main-land; Cape Newenham bearing
South, feventeen leagues diftant. The fartheft hills we
could fee to the North, bore North Eaft by Eaft; but there
was low land ftretching out from the high land, as far as
North by Eaft. Withourt this, was a thoal of fand and ftones,
that was dry at half ebb.

I had fent the two Mafters, each in a boar, to found be-
tween this fhoal and the coaft, On their return, they re-
ported, thar there was a channel, in which they found fix
and feven fathoms water ; but that it was narrow and intri-
cate. At low water, we made an attempt to get a hawfer
round the loft anchor ; but did not fucceed then. However,
being determined not to leave it behind me, as long as
there was a probability Dfrccovm-ing it, I perfevered in my
endeavours; and at laft fucceeded in the evening of the 20th.

While we were thus employed, I ordered Captain Clerke
to fend his Mafter in a boat to look for a paffage in the
South Weft quarter. He did {o; but no channel was to be
found in that direction ; nor did there appear to be any way
10 ger clear of thefe fhoals, but to return by the track which
had brought us in. For, although by following the channel
we were in, we might probably have got farther down the
coaft ; and rhough poflibly this channel might have led us

3 K 2 at
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at laft to the North, clear of the fhoals, ftill the attempe
would have been attended with vaft rifk; and if we fhould
not have fucceeded, there would have been a confiderable
lofs of time that could ill be {pared. Thefe reafons induced
me to return by the way in which we came; and fo get
without the fhoals.

A number of lunar obfervations made by Mr. King and my-
felf, on this, and the four preceding days, and all reduced to
the (hip’s prefent ftation, gave the longitude, 197° 45° 48"

By the time-keeper it was - 197" 26" 48"

Our latitude was - - - R [

Variation by thef , . 23°

mean of three P.M. 2

’ I
34 3,Emean 22> g6’ 51" Eaft.
compalfles,

" 19 40"

The Northernmoft part of the coaft that we could fee
from this flation, I judged to lie in the latitude of 6o”. It

=

feemed to form a low point, which obtained the name of

Shoal Nefs.

The tide of flood fets to the North, and the ebb to the
South. It rifes and falls, upon a perpendicular, five or fix
feet; and I reckon it to be high-water, on the full and change
days, at eight o'clock.

Having weighed at three in the morning on the 21 ft, with
a light breeze at North North Weft, we fteered back to the
aouthward, having three boats ahead 1o diret us. Bur,
notwithftanding this precaution, we found more difficul-
ty in returning than we had in advancing; and at laft
were obliged to anchor, to avoid running upon a fhoal,
which had only a depth of five feet. While we lay here,
twenty-feven men of the country, each in a un“, came

off to the fhips, which they approached with greac caution;
119110“' in '
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hollowing and opening their arms as they advanced. This,
we underftood, was to exprefls their pacific intentions. At
length fome approached near enough to receive a few trifles
that were thown to them. This encouraged the reft toven-

ture along-fide ; and a traflic prefently commenced between-

them and our people ; who got: drefles of fkins, bows, ar-
rows, darts; wooden veflels, &e.; our vifiters taking in
exchange for thefe whatever was offered them. They
feemed to be the {fame fort of people that we had of late
met with all along this coaft; wore the fame kind of orna-
ments-in their lips and nofes; but were far more dirty, and
not fo well clothed. They appeared to be wholly unac-
quainted with people like us; they knew not the ufe of
tobacco; nor was any foreign article feen in their poflef-
fion, unlefs a knife may be looked upon as fuch. This,

indeed, was only a piece of common iron fitted in a2 wocden -

handle, fo as to anfwer the purpofe of a knife. They, how-
ever, knew the value and ufe of this inftrument {o well,
that it feemed to be the only article they withed for. Moft
of them had their hair thaved, or cut fhort off; leaving only
a few locks behind, or on one fide. For a covering for the
head they wore a hood of fkins, and a bonnet which ap-

peared to be of wood. One part of their drefs, which we:

got from them, was a kind of girdle, very neatly made of
ikin, with trappings depending. from it, and palling be-

tween the-legs, {0.as.to conceal the adjoining parts. By

the ufe -of fuch a girdle, it (hould {eem that they {ome--

+1

times: go naked, even in this high latitude ; for they hardly.

wear it under.their other clothing.

The canoes were made of fkins, like all the others we
hiadlately feen;.only with this difierence, that thele were
broader, and the lole in which the man fits, was wider

6 than
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than in any I had before met with. Our boats returning
from founding feemed to alarm them; {o that they all lefc
us fooner than probably they would otherwife have done.

It was the 22d in the evening before we got clear of thefe
{hoals, and then I durft not venture to fteer to the Weftward
in the night, but fpent it off Cape Newenham; and at day-
break, next morning, fieered to the North Weft, ordering
the Difcovery to lead. Before we had run two leagues, our
depth of water decreafed to fix fathoms. Fearing if we
continued this courfe, that we fhould find lefs and lefs
water, I hauled to the Southward ; the wind being at Eaft,
a frefh breeze. This courfe brought us gradually into
eighteen fathoms, and, having that depth, 1 ventured to
fteer a little Wefterly ; and afterward Weft, when we at laft
found twenty-fix fathoms water.

On the 24th at noon we were, by obfervation, in the la-
titude of 58 7, and in the longitude of 194" 22%. Three
leagues to the Weftward of this ftation we had twenty-eight
fathoms water, and then fteered Weft North Weft, the water
gradually deepening to thircy-four fathoms. I would have
fleered more Northerly, but the wind having veered in that
direétion, I could not.

The 25th in the evening, having a very thick fog, and but
litle wind, we dropped anchor in thirty fathoms water,
Our latitude was now 58° 2¢', and our longitude 191’ 37
At fix, the next morning, the weather clearing up a little,

we weighed, and, with a {mall breeze at Eaft, fteered North;

our foundings being from twenty-eight to twenty-five fa-
thoms. Afier running nine leagues upon this courfe, the
wind returned back to the North, which obliged us to fteer
more Welterly.

The
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The weather continued, for the moft part, foggy, till to-
ward noon- on the 28th, when we had a few hours clear
fun-fhine ; during which we made feveral lunar obferva-
tions. The mean refult of them, reduced to noon, when
the latitude was 39° 55', gave 190° 6' longitude; and the
time-keeper gave 189" 59, The variation of the compafs
was 18° 40’ Eaft. Continuing our Wellerly courle, the water
having now deepened to thirty-fix fathoms, at four o’clock
next morning, we difcovered land,.bearing North Weft by
Weft, fix leagues diftant, We ftood toward it till half paft
ten, when we tacked in twenty-four fathoms water ; being,
at this-time, a league from the land, which bore North
North Weft. It was the South Eaft extremity, and formed
a perpendicular cliff of confiderable height ; on which ac-
count it was called Point Uprizht, and lies in the latitude of
6c° 17", and in the longitude of 187° 30’. More land was
{een to the Weltward of the Point; and, at a clear interval,
we faw another elevated portion of land, in the direction of
Welt by South; and this feemed to be entirely leparated
from the other. Here we met with an incredible numbez
of birds, all as the awk kind before defcribed. :

We had bafliing light winds all the afternoon; fo tha

o
we made but little progrefs ; and the weather was not clear

8

enough to enable us to determine the extent of the land be-

fore us. We fuppofed it to be one of the many iflands laid
down by Mr. Stzhlin in his map of the New Northern Ar-

chipelago; and we expected every moment to fee more of
them,

i

At four in the afternocon of the soth, Point Upright bore rhufiey

North Well by North, fix leagues dilttant. ~ Abour this time;,

n Tiehi : {pringing up- at North North Weft, we.{tood
[ LisELE FCoiC IPUAIC Ll e W « NRILLL oy LL, =

| Ky 1 £ ? . wher 1-
10 the North Eaft till four o'cleck next morning, when the
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wind veering to the Eaftward, we tacked, and {lood to the
North Well, Soon after the wind came te South Eaft ; and
we [leered North Eaft by North; which courle we conti-
nued, with foundings from thirty-five to rwenty fathoms,
till next day at noon. At this time we were in the latitude

of 6¢° 54, and in the longitude of 191°. The wind now

veering to North Eaft, 1 firft made a ftretch of ten leagues to
the North Weft: and then, {eeing no land in that direction,
I ftood back to the Ealtward about fifteen leagues, and met

vith nothing but pieces of drift-wood. The foundings were
from twenty-1wo to ninetcensfathoms.

Variable, light winds, with fhowers of rain, prevailed all
the 2d; but fixing in the South Eaft quarter, in the morning
of the 3d, we refumed our courfe to the Northward. Atnoon
we were, by obfervation, in the latitude of 62° 34/, our lon-
gitude was 192°; and our depth of water fixteen fathoms,

Mr. Anderfon, my furgeon, who had been lingering un-
der a confumption for more than twelve months, expired
between three and four this afternoon. He was a fenfible
young man, an agreeable companion, we =ll fkilled in his
own profeflion; and had acquired confiderable knowledge
in other branches of fcience. The Tc.uicr of this Journal
will have obferved how ufeful an affitant I had found him
in the courfe of the voyage ; and had it pleafed God to have
{pared his life, the Pablic, I make no doubt, might have re-
ceived from him fuch communications, on various parts of
the natural hiftory of the feveral places we vifited, as would
have abundantly thewn, that he was not unworthy of this
commendation *. Soon after he had breathed his laft, land

& Mr. Anderfon’s Journal feems to have been difcontinued for about two months
before his death ; the laft date in his MSS. being of the 3d of June.
was
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was feen to the Weftward, twelve leagues diftant. It was
fuppofed to be an ifland ; and, to perpetuate the memory of
the deceafed, for whom I had a very great regard, I named
it Anderjon’s Jfland. 'The next day, I removed Mr, Law, the
furgeon of the Difcovery, into the Refolution, and appoint-
ed Mr. Samuel, the Surgeon’s firft mate of the Refolution, to
be Surgeon of the Difcovery.

On the 4th, at three in the afternoon, land was feen, ex-
tending from North North Eaft to North Weft. We ftood on
toward it till four o’'clock, when, being four or five miles
from ir, we tacked ; and, foon after, the wind falling, we
anchored in thirteen fathoms water, over a fandy botiom
being about two leagues from the land, and, by our reckon-
ing, in the laticude of 64° 27/, and in the longitude of 194° 18",
At 1ntervals, we could fee the coaft extending from Faft ta
North Weft, and a pretty high ifland, bearing Weft by North,
three leagues diftant.

The land before us, which we fuppofed to be the conti-
nent of America, appeared low next the fea; but, inland, it
fwelled into hills, which rife, one behind another, to a con-
fiderable height. It had a greenith hue, but feemed defli-
tute of wood, and free from fnow. While we lay at an-
chor, we found that the flood-tide came from the Eaft, and
fet to the Weft, till between ten and eleven o'clock. From
thar time, till two the next morning, the flream fet to the
Eaflward, and the water fell three feet. The flood ran both
flronger and longer than the ebb; from which I concluded,
that, befides the tide, there was a Welterly current.

At ten in the morning of the sth, with the wind at South
Welt, we ran down, and anchored berween the ifland and
the continent, in feven fathoms water. Soon after, I landed
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upon the ifland, accompanied by Mr. King and fome others
of the officers. I hoped to have had from it a view of the
coaft and fea to the Weftward ; but the fog was fo thick in
that direction, that the profpect was not more extenfive than
from the thip. The coaft of the continent feemed to take a
turn to the Northward, at a low point named Pemt Roduey,
which bore from the ifland North Weft half Wetft, three or
four leagues diftant; but the high land, which took a more
Northerly direction, was feen a great way farther.

This ifland, which was named Sledge Jfland, and lies in the
latitude of 64° 30/, and in the longitude of 193° 57, is about
four leagues in circuit, The furface of the ground is com-
pofed chiefly of large loofe flones, that are, in many places,
covered with mofs and other vegetables, of which there
were above twenty or thirty different forts, and molt of
them in flower. But I {aw neither fhrub nor tree, either
upon the ifland, or on the continent. On a fmall low fpot,
near the beach where we landed, was a good deal of wild
purflain, peafe, long-wort, &e.; fome of which we took on
board for the pot. We faw one fox; a few plovers, and fome
other {mall birds; and we met with {fome decayed huts that
were partly built below ground. People had lately been on
the ifland; and it is preuy clear, that they frequenty vifit
it for fome purpofle or other, as there was a beaten path from
the one end to the other. We found, a little way from the
fhore where we landed, a fledge, which occafioned this name
being given to the ifland. It {feemed to be fuch a one as

the Ruflians in Kamtichatka make ule of to convey goods
from place to place, over the ice or fnow. lt was ten feet
long, twenty inches broad: and had a kind of rail-work on
each fide, and was {hod with bone. The conftruction of it
was admirable, and all the parts neatly put together ; fome

with
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with wooden pins, but moftly with thongs or lathings of
whale-bone, which made me think it was entirely the
workmanfhip of the natives.

At three o’clock, the next morning, we weighed, and
proceeded to the North Wellward, with a light Southerly
breeze. We had an opportunity to obferve the fun’s meri-
dian altitude for the latitude; and to get altitude, both in
the forenoon and afternoon, to obtain the longitude by the
time-keeper. As we had but little wind, and variable withal,
we advanced but flowly; and, at eight in the evening,
finding the thips fettle fait toward the land into fhoal water,
I.anchored in {even fathoms, about two leagues from the
coaft. Sledge Ifland bore South, 51°Eaft, ten leagues diftant;
and was feen over the South point of the main land.

Soon after we had anchored, the weather, which had
been mifty, clearing up, we {aw high land extending from
North, 40’ Eaft, 1o North, 30° Weflt, apparently disjoined
from the coaft, under which we were at anchof, which
{feemed to trend away North Eaft. Ac the fame time, an
ifland was feen bearing North 81° Weft, eight or nine
leagues diftant. It .appeared to have no great extent, and
was named King’s Jfland. We rode here till eight o'clock,
next morning, when we weighed, and ftood to the North
Weft. The weather clearing up toward the evening, we
got fight of the North Weft land, extending from North by
Wefl, to North Weft by North, diftant about three leagues.
We f{pent the night making thort boards, the weather
being mifty and rainy, with little wind; and, berween four
and five of the morning of the 8th, we had again a fight
of the North Welt land; and, foon afrer, on account of a
calm, and a current driving us toward the fhore, we found
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it neceffary to anchor in twelve fathoms water, about two
miles from the coaft. Over the Wellern extreme is an
elevated peaked hill, fituated in latitude 65" 36', and in
longitude 192° 18. A breeze at North Eaft fpringing up
at eight o'clock, we weighed, and flood to the South Eaf,
in hopes of finding a paflage between the coaft on which
we had anchored on the 6th in the evening, and this North
Weft land. But we foon got into feven fathoms water, and
difcovered low land connecting the two coails, and the high
land behind it.

Being now fatisfied that the whole was a continued
coaft, I tacked, and ftood away for its North Weft part, and
came to an anchor under it in feventeen fathoms water.
The weather, at this time, was very thick with rain; but, at
four next morning, it cleared up, fo that we could fee the
land about us. A high fteep rock or ifland bore Weft by
South; another ifland to the North of it, and much larger,
bore Welt by North; the peaked hill above mentioned,
South Eaft by Eaft; and the point under it, South, 32’
Eaft. Under this hill lies fome low land, flretching out
toward the North Weft, the extreme point of which, bore
North Eaft by Eaft, about three miles diftant. Over, and
beyond it, fome high land was feen, {fuppofed to be a
continuation of the continent.

This point of land, which I named Cape Prince of Wales,
is the more remarkable, by being the Weftern extremity
of all America hitherto known. It is fituated in the lati-
tude of 65° 46, and in the longitude of 191° 45'. The ob-
fervations by which both were determined, though made
in fight of it, were liable 1o fome {mall error, on ac-
count of the hazinefs of the weather. We thought we faw

fome
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fome people upon the coaft; and probably we were not
miftaken, as fome elevations, like flages, and others like
huts, were feen at the fame place. We faw the fame things
on the continent within Sledge Ifland, and on fome other
parts of the Coaft,

It was calm till eight o'clock in the morning, when a
faint breeze at North fpringing up, we weighed. But we
had fecarcely got our fails fer, when it began to blow and
rain very hard, with mifty weather. The wind and cur-
rent, being in contrary dire@ions, raifed fuch a fea, that it
frequently broke into the thip. We had a few minutes
funthine at noon; and from the obfervation then obrained,
we fixed the above-mentioned latirude.

Having plied to windward till two in the afternoon, with
little effect, 1 bore up for the ifland we had fecn to the Weit-
ward, propofing to come to an anchor under it till the gale
fhould ceafe. But on getting to this land, we found it
compofed of two fmall iflands, each not above three or four
leagues in circuit; and confequently they could afford us
iittle fhelter. Inftead of anchoring, therefore, we con-
tinued to flretch to the Weftward ; and, at eight o'clock,
land was {een in that direction, extending from North North
Weft, to Weft by South, the neareft part fix leagues diftanr.
I ftood on till ten, and then made a board to the Ealtward,
in order to {pend the night.

At day-break in the morning of the 1oth, we refumed
our courfe to the Weft for the land we had feen the pre-
ceding evening. At eleven minutes after feven, when the
longitude, by the time-keeper, was 18¢° 24, it extended
from South, 72° Weft, to North, 4.1° Eaft. Between the South
Welt extreme, and a point which bore Weft, two leagues dif-
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tant, the fhore forms a large bay, in which we anchored at
ten o'clock in the forenocon, about two miles from the North
{hore, in ten fathoms water, over a gravelly bottom. The
South point of the bay bore South, §8° Weft; the North
point North, 43" Eaft; the bottom of the bay North, 60°
Wefl; two or three leagues diftant; and the two iflands we
had pafled the preceding day, North, 72° Eaft, diftant four-
teen leagues.
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