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THE PACIFIC OCEAN,

CHAP X |

Return from Cape North, along the Coaft of Afia.—V iews
of the Country.—Burney's Ifland—Cape Serdze Kamen,
the Northern Limit of Beering's Voyage.— Pafs the |
Eaft Cape of Afia.— Defcription and Situation of it.— i
Obfervations on Muller.—The Tjchutfti.—Bay of Saint
Lawrence, — Two other Bays, and Habitations of the
Natives.—Beering's Cape Tfchukotfkoi—Beering’s Po-

Sition of this Coaft accurate—Ifland of Saint Lawrence.

—Pafs to the American Coaft.—Cape Darby.— Bald

Head.—Cape Denbigh, on a Peninfila. ~— Befborough

Ifland.—1¥ ood and Water procured—Vifits from the

Natives —Their Perfons and Habitations.— Produce of

of the Country.— Marks that the Peninfula bad formerly ;
been furrounded by the Sea.—Licutenant King's Re-
port.—Norton Sound. — Lunar Obfervations there, —
Steblin's Map proved to be erroncous.—Plan of future
Operations,
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FTER having ftood off till we got into eightecrr fa- 7P
thoms water, I bore ‘up to the Eaftward, along the iy
coaft, which, by this time, it was pretty certain, could only gt s
be the continent of Afia. As the wind blew frefh, with a
very heavy fall of fnow, and a thick mift, it was neceflary : |
to procced with great caution, [ therefore brought to, for

a few hours in the night.
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AV OY AGE 1 0O

At day-break, on the joth, we made fail, and flecred fuch
a courfe as I thought ‘.".'Duld bring us in with the land;
being in a great meafure guided by the lead. For the wea-

ther wa: as ever, and it fnowed inceflantly. At ten,

we I:-\.q,_.-.,.l: 157 r [

coaft, bearing South Welt, four miles
diftant; and prefenty after, having fhoaled the water 1o
feven fathoms, we ]1411]-;[1 off. " At this time, 2 very low
oint, or {pit, bore South South Wel

diltant ; to the Eaft of which there appeared to be a narrow
channel, leadin

{, two or tf.:':: miles
i

g nto fome water that we faw over the

point. Probably, the lake before mentioned communicates

here with the {fea.

Atnoon, the mift difperfing for a fhort interval, we had a
I-f]lCl'.".:‘J]‘_'.' ;;:}nu view of the coalt, which extended from

South Eaft to North Weft by Welt. Some parts appeared

higher than others; but in general it was very low, with
high land farther up the country. The whole was new covered
with fnow, which had larely f.:f.’::!'!, quite down to the fea,
I "f‘nn:mcd to range along the coalt, at two leagues diflance,

ill ten at night, when we hauled off; but we refumed our
courfe next morning, foon afier day-break, when we got
fight of the ceaft again, extending from Weft to South Eaft
by South. At eighr, the Eaftern part bore South, and proved
to be an iland ; x’.']'.-u':;i at noon bore South Welt half South

four or five miles diftant. It is about four or five miles i

L Lbvee ERELLECS LIk
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circuit, of a muddhing height, with a fteep, rocky coaft
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ith {fnow, except a few fpots upon the fea-coafl, which fHll 178
: 7 Augult.
continued low, but lefs fo than farther Weftward. For the . S
| two preceding days, the mean height of the 1'.:.;1-1-111-1; in the

-

thermometer had been very litt ].._ above the freezing point,

F Y
—u-.-._—'l’ - -

and often below it; fo that the water, in the u{,t.uls upon
the deck, was 1';'c-u1'-_-.f:m'i}' covered with a fheer of ice.

»

I continued to fleer South South Eaft, nearly in the direc-

t tion of the coaft, 1111 five in the afternoon, when land was
. {een bearing South, 50" Eaft, which we prefently found to
be a continuation of the coaflt, and hauled up for it. Being
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reall of the Eaftern land, at ten at night, and in doubts
of v-.':.'nri'.“rjrl*'r it, we tacked, and made a i;u:ﬁ'd to the Weft- seprember.
ward, till paft one the next 111-'11'['|5u:r, when we flood again Ry
to the 1-'___.'1, and found that it was as much as we could do

to keep our diftance from the c J.JT: the wind being exceed-

I N

ingly unfettled, varying r:r_-n:'.:zr_i:Lh}r from North to North

Eaft. At halfan Il-;

L

ur palt eighr, the Eaftern extreme above

mentioned bore South by Eaft, {ix or feven miles diftant. At
the {fame time, a ]]:';1*._-];11:-{1 appeared in fight, bearing Eaft
by South, half South; and, foon after, we could trace the
i whole coafl lying between them, and a fmall ifland at fome
! diftance from ir.

The coaft feemed to form feveral rocky pr}:ni*, connected
by a low {hore, without the lealt appearance of a harbour.
At {ome diftance from the fea, the low land L:r“lrt:fi to

cll into a number of hills. The highelt of thefe were co-
vered with fnow; and, in other refpects, the whole co nery
{fremed :1:17:1--::'. .-‘-.t feven in :‘.‘::: ::'~':.'i1i:':5', two points o
lar ' I‘ yond t Ealtern head, opened off
it tion of South, 37* I.:Lii, I was now well af-
fured, of u'f.-;'.t I had [;L“.L-;!';;.'-.f before, thar this was the
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country of the T{chuti{ki, or the North Eaft coaft of Afia;
and that thus far Beering proceeded in 1728 ; that is, to
this head which Muller fays is called Serdze Kamen, on ac-
count of a rock upon it, thaped like a heart. But I con-
ceive, that Mr. Muller’s knowledge of the geography of
thefe parts is very imperfet. There are many elevated
rocks upon this Cape, and poflibly {fome one or other of
them may have the thape of a heart. It is a pretty lofty
promontory, with a fleep rocky cliff facing the fea; and lies
in the latitude of 67° 3, and in the longitude of 188% 11", To
the Eaftward of it, the coaft is high and bold; but to the
Weftward it is low, and trends North North Weft, and North
Weft by Weft; which is nearly its diretion all the way to
Cape North. The foundings are every where the fame at
the fame diftance from the fhore, which is alfo the cafe on
the oppofite thore of America. The greateft depth we found
in ranging along it was twenty-three fathoms. And, inthe
night, or in foggy weather, the foundings are no bad guide
in failing along either of thefe fhores.

Ateight o’clock in the morning of the 2d, the moft ad-
vanced land to the South Eaft, bore South, 25" Eaft; and
from this point of view had the appearance of being an
ifland. But the thick fmow fhowers, which fucceeded one
another prewty faft, and fettled upon the land, hid great
part of the coaft at this time from our fight. Soon after,
the {fun, whofe face we had not feen for near five days,
broke out at the intervals between the fhowers; and, in
fome meafure, freed the coaft from the fog, fo that we had
a fight of ir, and found the whole to be connected. The wind
fiill continued at North, the air was cold, and the mercury
in the thermometer never rofe above 35", and was fometimes
as low as 30 At noon the obferved latitude was 66° 37,
Cape
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THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

Cape Serdze Kamen bore North, 52° Weft, thirteen leagues dif~
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tant ; the Southernmoft point of land in fight South, 41° ——

Eaft; the neareft part of the coaft two leagues diftant; and
our depth of water twenty-two fathoms.

We had now fair weather and funfhine; and as we ranged
along the coaft, at the diftance of four miles, we faw feve-
ral of the inhabitants, and fome of their habitations, which
looked like lirtle hillocks of earth. In the evening we
pafled the Eaffern Cape, or the point above mentioned ; from
which the coaft changes its direction, and trends South
Weft. It is the fame point of land which we had paffed on
the 1rth of Auguft. They who believed implicitly in Mr.
Stzhlin’s map, then thought it the Eaft point of his ifland
Alafchka ; but we had, by this time, fatisfied ourfelves, that
it is no other than the Eaftern promontory of Afia; and pro-
bably the proper Tjfchukotfkoi Nofs, though the promontory, to
which Beering gave that name, is farther to the South
Weft,

Though Mr. Muller, in his map of the Ruflian Difcoveries,
places the Tfchukotfkoi Nofs nearly in 75° of latitude, and
extends it fomewhat to the Eaftward of this Cape, it appears
to me, that he had no good authority for {o doing. Indeed
his own accounts, or rather Defhneff’s ¥, of the diftance be-
vween the Nofs, and the river Anadir, cannot be reconciled
with this very Northerly pofition. But as I hope to vifit
thefe parts again, I fhall leave the difcuffion of this point
till then. In the mean time, I muft conclude, as Beering
did before me, that this is the moft Eaftern point of Afia,

# Avec le vent le plus favorable, on peut aller par mer de cette pointe (des
Tichuktfchis), jufqu'i 'Anadir en trois fois 24 heurcs; & par terre le chemin ne
peut guére étre plus long. Muller, p. 13-

G It




472
1778,

September.
e

Thurfday 3.

A VOYAGE TO

It is a peninfula of confiderable height, joined to the conti-
nent by a very low, and, to appearance, narrow neclk of
land. It fhews a fteep rocky cliff next the fea; and off the
very point are fome rocks like fpires. It is fituated in the
latitude of 66" 6, and in the longitude of 190°22'; and is dil-
tant, from Cape Prince of Wales, on the American coaft,
thirteen leagues, in the direction of North, 53° Weft. The
land about this promontory is compofed of hills and
vallics, The former terminate at the fea in fleep rocky
points, and the latter in low fhores. The hills feemed to be
naked rocks; but the vallies had a greenifh hue, but def-
titute of trée or {hrub.

After pafling the Cape, I fieered South Weft half Welt, for
the Northern point of St. Lawrence Bay, in which we had
anchored on the roth of laft month. We reached it by eight
o'clock next morning, and faw fome of the inhabitants at
the place where I had feen them before, as well as feveral
others on the oppofite fide of the bay. None of them, how-
ever, attempted to come off to us; which feemed a little
extraordinary, as the weather was favourable enough ; and
thofe whom we had lately vifited had no reafon, thar I
know of, to diflike our company. Thefe people muft be
the Tfchutiki; a nation that, at the time Mr, Muller wrote,
the Ruflians had not been able to conquer. And, from
the whole of their conduét with us, it appears that they
have not, as yet, brought them under fubjeétion; though it
is obvious that they muft have a trade with the Ruflians,

cither diretly, or by means of fome neighbouring nation ;
as we cannot otherwife account for their being in poffef-
fion of the fpontoons, in particular, of which we took
notice, 5
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This Bay of S8t. Laurence * is, at leaft, five leagues broad _ w78 (f

at the entrance, and four leagues deep, narrowing toward ~_J.1~_— i
the bottom, where it appeared to be tolerably well ﬂlLuL!Qd {
from the fea-winds, provided there be fufficient depth of I
vater for thips. I did not wait to examine ir, although I

was very defirous of finding an harbour in thofe parts, to

which I might refort next {fpring. But 1 wanted one where _
wood might be gor, and I knew that none was to be found |

here, From the South point of this bay, which lies in the

latitude of 65° 30/, the coaft trends Wefl by South, for about

nine leagues, and there forms a deep bay, orriver ; or elfe

the land there is fo low that we could not fee it.

At one in the afternoon, in the direction of our courfe,
we {faw what was firft taken for a rock ; but it proved to be
a dead whale, which fome natives of the Afiatic coaft had
killed, and were towing athore. They feemed to conceal
themfelves behind the fifh to avoid being feen by us. This
was unneceflary ; for we purfued our courfe, withouttaking
any notice of them. _

At day-break on the 4th, I hauled to the North Weft, in ;4. ,. ;
order to get a nearer view of the inlet feen the preceding :
day ; but the wind, foon afier, veering to thar dire@ion, I
gave up the defign; and, fteering to the Southward along

g
the coaft, paft two bays, each about two leagues deep. The
Northernmoft lies before a hill, which is remarkable by be-
ing rounder than any other upon the coaft. And there is
an ifland lying before the other, It may be doubted, whe
ther there be a fuflicient depth for {hips in either of ;?-_.L-:-;
bays, as we always met with fhoal water, when we edged
# Captain Cook gives it this nime, having anchored in it on &t. Laurence’s di
Auguft 1o. It is remarkable, that Beering failed p:
Auguft 1928 ; on which account, the neighbouring ifland was named by him after the

fame Saint.

Nor. 1L
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in for the fhore. The country here is exceedingly hilly
and naked. In feveral places on the low ground, next the
fea, were the dwellings of the natives; and near all of them
were erefted ftages of bones, fuch as before defcribed.
Thefe may be fcen at a great diftance, on account of their

whitenels.

At noon. the latitude was 64° 38, and the Iongitude
184° 15'; the Southernmoft point of the main in fight bore
South, 45° Weft; and the neareft fhore about three or four
leagues diftant. By this time, the wind had veered again
to the North, and blew a gentle breeze. The weather was
clear, and the air cold. I did not follow the direftion of
the coaft, as I found that it took a Wefterly direction roward
the Gulf of Anadir, into which I had no inducement to go,
but fleered to the Southward, in order to ger a fight of the
Hland of St. Laurence, difcovered by Beering; which ac-
cordingly fhewed itfelf, and, at eight o’clock in the even-
ing, it bore South, 20" Eaft; by eftimation, eleven leagues
diftant. At the fame time, the Southernmoft point of the
main land bore South, 83° Welt, diftant twelve leagues. I
rake this to be the point which Beering calls the Eaft Point
of Suchotfki, or Cape Tfchukotfloi ; a name which he gave it,
and with propriety, becaufe it was from this part of the
coall that the natives came off to him, who called them-
felves of the nation of the Tfchutfki. I make its latitude
to be G4° 13, and its longitude 186° 36,

In juftice to the memory of Beering, I mutft fay, that he
has delineated the coaft very well, and fixed the latitude and
longitude of the points better than could be expected from
the methods he had to go by. This judgment is not formed
from Mr. Muller’s account of the voyage, or the chart pre-
fised to his book ; bur from Dr. Campbell’s account of it in
his,

e e i




THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

his edition of Harris’s Colletion®;, and a map thereto an-
nexed, which is both more circumitantial and accurate than
that of Mr. Muller.

The more [ was convinced of my being now upon the
coaft of Afia, the more I was at a lofs to reconcile Mr. Stzh-
lin's map of the New Northern Archipelago with my ob-
fervations ; and I had no way to account for the great dif-
ference, but by fuppofing, thatI had miftaken forme part of
what he calls the Hland of Alafchka for the American con-
tinent, and had miffed the channel that {feparates them. Ad-
mitting even this, there would lill have been a confiderable
difference. It was with me a matter of fome confequence,
to clear up this point the prefent feafon, that I might have
but one obje@ in view the next. And, as thele Northern
ifles are reprefented by him as abounding with wood, I
was in hopes, if I fhould find them, of getting a fupply of
that article, which we now began to be in great want of
on board.

wWith thefe views, I fteered over for the American coalt ;
and, at five in the afternoon, the next day, faw land bear-
ing South three quarters Eaft, which we took to be Ander-
fon’s Iiland, or fome other land near ir, and therefore did
not wait to examine it. On the 6th, at four in the morn-
ing, we got fight of the American coaft near Sledge Ifland ;
and at fix, the fame evening, this ifland bore North, 6° Faft,
ten leagues diftant; and the Eafternmoft land in fight
North, 4¢° Eaft. If any part of what I had fuppofed to be
American coaft, could poflibly be the ifland of Alafchka,
it was that now before us; and in that cafe, I mult have
miffed the channel between it and the main, by fteering to

® Vel ii. p. 101b, &,
2P 2 the
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the Weft, inftead of the Eaft, after we firft fell in with it. I
was not, therefore, ata lofs where to go, in order to clear up
thele doubts.

At eight in the evening of the 7th, we had got clofe in
with the land, Sledge Ifland bearing North 85" Weft, eight
or nine leagues diftant; and the Eaftern part of the coaft
North 7o Eaft, with high land in the direction of Eaft by
North, feemingly at a great difltance beyond the point. At
this time we faw a light afhore ; and two canoes, filled with
people, coming off toward us. I brought to, that they mi ght
have time to come up. Butit was to no purpofe ; for, re-
fifting all the figns of friendfhip we could exhibit, they kept
at the diftance of a quarter of a mile; fo that we left them,
and purfued our courfe along the coaft,

At one in the morning of the 8th, finding the water fthoal
prety faft, we dropped anchor in ten fathoms, where we lay
until day-light, and then refumed our courfe along the coaft,
which we found to trend Eafi, and Eaft half Soucth. At
feven in the evening, we were abreaft of a point, lying in
the latitude of 64" 21, and in the longitude of 197%; beyond
which the coaft takes a more Northerly direction. At eighr,.
this point, which obtained the name of Cape Darby, bore
South 62" Weft; the Northernmoft land in fight, North 32°
Eaft; and the neareft fhore three miles diftant. In this fi-
tuation we anchored in thirteen fathoms water, over a muddy
bottom.

Next morning, at day-break, we weighed, and' failed
along the coaft. Two iflands, as we fuppofed them to be,
were at that rime feen; the one bearing South 7¢° Eaft, and
she other Eaft. Soon after, we found ourfelves upon a coaft
covered with wood ; an agreeable fight, to which, of late,
4 we
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we had not been accuftomed. As we advanced to the North,
we raifed land in the direction of North Eaft half North;
which proved to be a continuation of the coaft we were
upon. We alfo faw high land over the iflands, feemingly
at a good diftance beyond them. This was thought to be
the continent, and the other land the Ifland of Alafchka,
But it was already doubtful, whether we fhould find a paf-
fage between them ; for the water fhoaled infenfibly as we
advanced farther to the North. In this fituation, two boats
were {ent to found before the thips; and I ordered the Dif
covery to lead, keeping nearly in the mid channel, between
the coalt on our larboard, and the Northernmoft ifland on
our ftarboard. 'Thus we proceeded till three in the after-
noon ; when, having pafled the ifland, we had not more
than three fathoms and an half of water; and the Relolu-
tion, at one time, brought the mud up from the bottom.
More water was not to be found in any part of the channel ;

i A

for, with the fhips and boats, we had tried it from fide to

fide.

I therefore thought it high time to return; efpecially as
the wind was 1n fuch a quarter, that we muft ply back. But
what [ dreaded moft was the wind increafing, and raifing
the fea into waves, {o as to put the fhips in danger of firik-
ing. At this time, a head-land on the Welt thore, which is
diftinguithed by the name of Bald Head, bore North by Wefl,
one league dillant. 'The coaft beyond it extended as far as
North Eaft by North, where it feemed to end in a point ; be-
hind which the coaft of the high land, feen over the iflands,
flretched itfelf ; and fome thought they could trace where
it joined, On the Welt fide of Bald Head, the fhore forms a
bay, in the bottom of which is a low beach, where we faw
a number of huts or habitations of the natives.

LaAVin !i
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Having continued to ply back all night, by day-break the
next morning we had got into fix fathoms water. At nine
o’clock, being about a league from the Weft fhore, I took
two boats, and landed, attended by Mr. King, to feek wood
and water. We landed where the coaft projefts out into a

luff head, compofed of perpendicular ffrasa of a rock of a
dark blue colour, mixed with quartz and glimmer. There
joins to the beach a narrow border of land, now covered
with long grafs, and where we met with fome angelica.
Beyond this, the ground rifes abruptly, At the top of this
elevation, we found a heath, abounding with a variety of
berries; and further on, the country was level, and thinly
covered with {mall fpruce trees; and birch and willows no
bigger than broom ftuff. We obferved tracks of deer and
foxes on the beach; on which alfo lay a great quantity of
drift-wood ; and there was no want of frefh water. I re-
turned on board, with an intention to bring the fhips to an
anchor here; but the wind then weering to North Eaft,
which blew rather on this fhore, I ftretched over to the op-
pofite one, in the expectation of finding wood there alfo, and
anchored at eight o'clock in the evening, under the South
end of the Northernmott ifland: fo we then fuppofed it to
be; bur, next morning, we found it to be a peninfula, unit-
ed to the continent by a low neck of land, on each fide
of which the coaft forms a bay. We plied into the South-
ernmoft, and about noon anchored in five fathoms water,
over a bottom of mud; the point of the peninfula, which
obtained the name of Cape Denbigh, bearing North €8°
Welt, three miles diftant.

Several people were feen upon the peninfula; and one
man came off in a fmall cance. I gave him a knife, and a
few beads, with which he feemed well pleafed. Having
made
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made figns to him to bring us fomething to ear, he imme-
diately left us, and paddled toward the fhore. Bur, meet-
ing another man coming off, who happened to have two
dried Salmon, he got them from him; and on returning to
the thip, would give them to no body but me. Some of our
people thoughr that he afked for me under the name of Ca-
pitanc; bur in this they were probably miftaken. He knew
who had given him the knife and beads, but I do not fee
how he could know that I was the Captain. Others of the
natives, foon after, came off, and exchanged a few dry fifh,
for fuch trifles as they could get, or we had to give them.
They were moft defirous of knives; and they had no diflike
to tobacco.

After dinner, Lieutenant Gore was fent to the peninfulas
to fee if wood and water were there to be got; or rather
water; for the whole beach round the bay feemed to be co-
vered with drift-wood. At the fame time, a boat was fent
from each fhip, to found round the bay; and, at three in
the afternoon, the wind frefhening at North Eaft, we
weighed, in order to work farther in. Dut it was foon
found to be impoflible, on account of the fhoals, which ex-
tended quite round the bay, to the diftance of two or three
miles from the fhore ; as the officers, who had been fent to
found, reported. We, therefore, kept ftanding off and on
with the fhips, waiting for Mr. Gore, who returned about
eight o'clock, with the launch laden with wood.

He reported, that there was but little freth water; and
that wood was difficult to be got at, by reafon of the boats
grounding at fome diftance from the beach. This being the
cafe, 1 flood back to the other thore; and, at eight o'clock
the next morning, fent all the boats, and a party of men,
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with an officer, to get wood from the place where I had
landed two days before. We continuwed, for a while, to
ftand on and off with the fhips; but, at length, came to an
anchor in one-fourth lefs than five fathoms, half a league
from the coaft, the South point of which bore South 26°
Weft; and Bald Head, North 62° Eaft, nine leagues diftant.
Cape Denbigh bore South 72° Eaft, twenty-fix miles diftane;
and the ifland under the Eaft fhore, to the Southward of Cape
Denbigh, named Beglorough jfland, South 52° Eaft, fifteen
leagues diftant.

As this was a very open road, and confequently not a fafe
ftation, I refolved not to wait to complete water, as that
would require fome time ; but only to fupply the fhips with
wood, and then to go in fearch of a more convenient place
for the other article. We twok off the drife-wood that
lay upon the beach; and as the wind blew along fhore, the
boats could fail both ways, which enabled us to make great
difpatch.

In the afternoon, I went afhore, and walked a little into
the country; which, where there was no wood, was covered
with heath and other plants, fome of which produce berrics
in abundance. All the berries were ripe ; the hurtle-berries
too much fo; and hardly a fingle plant was in flower. The
underwood, fuch as birch, willows, and alders, rendered it
very troublefome walking amongft the trees, which were all
fpruce, and none of them above fix or eight inches in dia-
meter. But we found fome lying upon the beach, more
than twice this fize. All the drift-wood in thefe Northern
parts was fir. I faw not a ftick of any other fort,

Next day, a family of the natives came near to the place
where we were taking off wood. 1 know not how many
there




THE PACIFIC OCEA N.

there were at firft; but I faw only the hufband, the wife, and

S-'J':.'

their child ; and a fourth perfon who bore the human fhape, Ly

and that was all ; for he was the moft deformed cripple 1 had
ever {ecn or heard of, The other man was almoft blind ;
and neither he, nor his wife, were fuch good-looking people
as we had fometimes feen amonglt the natives of this coall.
The under-lips of both were bored ; and they had in their
pofleflion {ome fuch glafs beads as I had met with before
amonglt their neighbours. But iron was their beloved ar-
ticle. For four knives, which we had made out of an old
iron hoop, I got from them near four hundred pounds
weight of fith, which they had caught on this or the pre-
ceding day. Some were trout, and the reft were, in fize
and tafte, fomewhar between a mullet and a herring. 1 gave
the child, who was a girl, a few beads; on which the
mother burft into tears, then the father, then the cripple,
and, at laft, to complete the concert, the girl herfelf. But
this mufic continued not long® Before night, we had gort

the

L] E:Lp::ain King has communicated the ﬁ}]ln‘l‘.‘ing account of his interview with the

fame family. ¢ On the 12th, while I attended the wooding party, a cznoe full of
natives Epprnm:h{‘d us 3 and, 11-::ckur'_i|:_f; them to land, an elderly man and woman
came on fhore. I gave the woman a fmall knife, making her vnderftand, thae I
would give her a much larger one for fome fith, She made figns to me to follow her.
I had proceeded with them about 2 mile, when the man, in croflinz a ftony beac

fell down, and cut his foot very much, This made me ftop; upon which the wa-
man pointed to the man®s eyes, which, I obferved, were covered with a thick
film. He afterward kepe clofe to his wife, who apprized him of the obifacle
way, I he woman had a litele child on her back, eoversd with the hoo

jafi;ci: and which I took fora bundle, till T heard it cry. At about two miles dif-

tance we came to thelr open fkin boat, which was turned on its fide, the convex part

toward the wind, and ferved for their houfe. I was now made to perform a finoul

1RAT
op:raﬁuu on the man's cyes, Firft, I was direied to held my breath 3 Afterward, to

breathe on the difeafed eYyes 3 and next, to fpit on them. ‘The woman then took both
my hands, and prefing them to his ftor

mach, held them there for fome time, while

related fome calamitous ]]i.|L1!-I’}' of her f'.':::*.'.!}'i l_-l_.:'m.'J;E-: fometimes to her hufband

Vor, II. z 0 fumetime
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the fhips amply fupplied with wood ; and had carried on
board abour rwelve tons of water to each.

On the 14th, a party of men were fent on {liore to cut
brooms, which we were in want of, and the branches of
] | s

{pruce-trees for brewing beer. Toward noon, every body
was taken on board; for the wind, frefhening, had raifed
fuch a furf on the beach, that the boats could not continue
to land without great difficulty. Some doubts being fill
entertained, whether the coaft we were now upon be-
longed to an ifland, or the American continent; and the
{hallownels of the water putting it out of our power to de-
termine this with our fhips, I fent Lieutenant King, with
two boats under his command, to make fuch fearches as.
might leave no room for a variety of opinions on the fub-
ject #. Next day, the fhips removed over to the bay, which
iz

fometimes to a frightful cripple belonging to the family, and fometimes to her child.
I Pufch;-,ﬁ:;] all the fith thr“:.' had, -::-2111I":I':'.il'.f._-: of very fine {almaon, 1":=.|r:1t:u!1-—truur, and
mullet ; which were delivered moft faithfully to the man I fent for them. The man
wris about five fect two inches high, and well made ; his colour,. of a light copper ;
hiz hair black and Mhort, and with lictle beard, He had two holes in his under-lip,
but 1o ornaments in them. The woman was fhort and fquat, with a plump round
face 3 wore 2 deer- {lin ]a;'k_cl_ with a large hood ; and had on wide boots. T'he tecth
of both were black, and feemed as if they had been
‘The woman was pun&tured from the lip to the chin,™

filed down level with the pums.

 Captain King has been fo good as to communicate his inflrutions on this occa-
'--::_“.1, and the l:-:;:t':cu!?.rs of the ,'“-_:_;__-F-.w_: he u11d1:_-',1.'|;;,'1?, in r_';zrr:.-'j:lg them into execution :

& You are to l—,,::,.;(;u;'f to the MNorthvard a5 Far as the extreme pl::li:'ll: we 2w on
» Wednefday laft, ora little furthe:

s deavour, from the heights, to difeover whether the land you gre then upon, fup-

ry if you think it neceflary ;. land there, and en-
s pofied to be the ifland of Alafchka, is.renally an illand, or joins to the land on the
= Eafl, luppoled to be the continent of Ameriea, IF the former, vou are to fatsfy
# vourfelf with the depth of water in the channel between them, and which way the
o fAood-tide comes. But if you find the two lands conne@ed, lofe no time in found-

“ ing ; but make the belk of your way back to the fhip, which you will find at anchor
* near the point of land we anchored under on Friday. laft. If you parceive any likeli-

& hood

4
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is on the South Eaft fide of Cape Denbigh, where we an-
chored in the afternoon. Socon after, 2 few of the natives
came off in their fmall canoes, and bartered fome dried fal-
mon for fuch trifles as our people had to give them.

* hood of a change of weather for the worfe, you are, in that cafe, to return to the
¢ fhip, although you have not performed the fervice you are fent upon. And, at any
*¢ rate, you are not to remain longer upon it than four or five days ; but the fooner
€ itisdone the better. If any unforefeen, or unavoidable accident, fhould force the
¢ fhips off the coaft, fo that they cannot return at a rezfonable time, the rendezvous
i5 at the harbour of Ezmg.‘umudha; that is, the place where we laft completed gur
water.*!

A

te
13

« TAMES CQOOE”™
¢ To Lientenant King.™

g

¢ Our cutter being hoifted out, and the fignal made for the Difcovery’s, ateightat
night, on the 14th, we fet out, It was a little unlucky, that the boats erews had been much
fatigued during the whole day in bringing things from the fhore. They pulled ftoutly,
without reft or intermiflion, toward the land, till one o’clock in the morning of the
]'5[]1. I wanted much to have got clofe to 1t, to have had the ;;.;:I-.-zu:ag._- of the wind,
which had very regularly, in the evening, blown from the land, and in the day-time
down the Sound, from the North North Eaft, and was contrary to our courfe ; but
the men were, at this time, too much fatigued to prefs them farther, We, thercfore,
fet our fails, and ftood acrofs the 'h.!:.-, which the coaft forms to the Weft of Ba dhead,
and fteered for it. Bur, as I expefled, by three o’clock, the wind he
as it was in vain to endeavour to fetch Baldhead with our fails, v rain took o the
cars, The Difcovery’s boat (being a heavy kings-built cutter, whi

R el R i
aded RIS § 1|JI-|,

le ours was one
from Deal) had, in the night-time, detained us very much, and now we foon pulled

out of ﬂ:_..‘.ht of her ; nor would 1 wait, |}L‘i|i'_': in great hopes to reach the ext

point that was in

zht, time enough to afcend the heights before dark, as the
was at this time rcnr.".::'—:nb]:: clear and fine; and we could fee to a great diffance. B
two o'clock we had got within two miles of Bal
land, and in {mooth watery but, at the moment

ol u'_'-.-: et was n
all the men, but two, were fb overcome with faticu P, that f
endeavours to make them put on were ineffeltual, ¥ at leny dro
their oars, quite exhaufted, and fel] afleep in the bottom of the béat.  Indeed. co
de hat tl had fet out fatigue d had now been fixteen LTS, OLUE [

LIME

R SNER e R R T
point to the laltward.

and; by a little

3 Q‘L : ..I'I‘. [
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At day-break, on the 16th, nine men, each in his canoe,
paid us a vifi. They approached the {hip with fome cau-
tion; and evidently came with no other view than to gra-
tify their curiofity. They drew up abreaft of each other,
under our flern, and gave us a fong; while one of their
number beat upon 2 kind of drum, and another made a
thoufand antic motions with his hands and body. There
was, however, nothing favage, either in the fong, or in the
geltures that accompanied it. None of us could perceive
any difference between thefe pcople, either as to their fize
or features, and thofe whom we had met with on every
other part of the coaft, King George’s Sound excepted. Their

clothing, which confifted principally of deer-fkins, was made

after the fame fathion; and they obferved the cuftom of
boring their under-lips, and fixing ornaments to them.

The dwellings of thefe people were feated clofe to the
beach. They confift imply of a floping roof, without any.
fide-walls, compoled of logs, and covered with grafs and
earth. The floor is alfo laid with logs ; the entrance is at
one end; the fire-place juft within it; and a finall hole1s
made near the door to let out the fmoke.

After breakfaft, a party of men were fent to the peninfula
for brooms and fpruce. At the fame time, half the re-
mainder of the people in each thip had leave to go and
pick berries. Thele returned on board at noon, when the
other half went on the fame errand. The berries to be got
here were wild currant-berries, hurtle-berries, partridge-
berries, and hecath-berries. I alfo went afthore myfelf,
and walked over part of the peninfula. In feveral places
there was very good grafs; and I hardly faw a {pot, on
which fome vegerable was not growing. The low land

which

7
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which conne&s this peninfula with the continent, is full of
narrow creeks; and abounds with ponds of water, fome of
which were already frozen over. There were a great many
geefe and buftards; but fo thy, that it was not poilible to
get within mufket-fhot of them. We alfo met with fome
fnipes ; and on the high ground were partridges of two
forts. Where there was any wood, mufquitoes were in
plenty. Some of the officers, who travelled farther than I
did, met with a few of the natives of both fexes, who treated
them with civility.

Itappeared to me, that this peninfula muft have been an
ifland in remote times; for there were marks of the fea
having flowed over the ifthmus. And, even now, it ap-
peared to be kept out by a bank of fand, flones, and wood
thrown up by the waves. By this bank it was evident, that
the land was here encroaching upon the fea, and it was eafy
to trace its gradual formatiom:

About {even in the evening, Mr. King returned from his
expedition; and reported, that he proceeded with the boats
about three or four leagues farther than the fhips had been
able to go; that he then landed on the Weft fide;. that, from
the heighte, he could fee the two coafts join, and the inlet to
terminate in a fmall river or creck, before' which were banks
of fand or mud; and every where fhoal water. The land
too, was low and fwampy for fome diftance to the North-
ward ; then it fwelled into hills ; and the complete junction
of thofe, on each fide of the inlet, was eafily traced.

From the elevated fpot on which Mr. King-furveyed the
Sound, he could diftinguifh many extenfive vallies, with rivers
running through them, well wooded, and bounded by hills
of a gentle afcent and moderate height.  One of thele rivers

Lo
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to the North Weft appeared to be confiderable; and, from
its direftion, he was inclined to think, that it emptied it-
felf into the fea at the head of the bay. . Some of his people,
who penetrated beyond this into the country, found the
trees larger, the farther they advanced.

In honour of Sir Fletcher Norton ¥, Speaker of the Houfe
of Commons, and Mr. King's near relation, I named this
inlet Nerton’s Sound, It extends to the Northward as far as
latitude of 64° 5. The bay, in which we were now at an-
chor, lies on the South Eaft fide of it ; and is called by the
natives Chacktos/e. It is but an indifferent ftation ; being ex-
pofed to the South and South Weft winds. Nor is there :
harbour in all this Sound. But we were fo fortunate as to
have the wind from the North and North Eaft all the time,
with remarkable fine weather. This gave us an opporiu-
nity to make no lefs than feventy-feven fets of lunar ob-
fervations, between the 6th and 17th inclufive. The mean
refult of thefe made the longitude of the anchoring-place,

on the Weft fide of the Sound, to be < g7 13
Latitude - - - - 64" gt'
Variation of the compafs - = 2etiee Falk
Dip of the needle - - - ol

Of the tides it was obferved, that the night-flood rofe
about two or three feet, and that the day-flood was hardly
perceivable,

Having now fully fatisfied myfelf, that Mr. Stzhlin’s map
muft be erroneous; and, having reftored the American con-
tinent to that fpace which he had occupied with his ima-
ginary ifland of Alafchka, it was high time to think of
leaving thefe Northern regions, and to retire to fome place

® Now Lord Grantley.
during
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during the winter, where I might procure refrelhiments for
my people, and a fmall {upply of provifions. Petropau-
low{lka, or the harbour of S5t. Peter and St. Paul, in Kamtf-
chatka, did not appear likely to furnifh either the one or the
other, for fo large a number of men. I had, befides, other
reafons for not repairing thicher at this time. The firlt, and
on which all the others depended, was the great diflike | had
to lie inactive for fix or feven months; which would have
been the neceflary confequence of wintering in any of thele
Northern parts. No place was fo conveniently within our
reach, where we could expect to haveour wants relieved, as
the Sandwich Iflands. To them, therefore, I determined to
proceed. But before this could be carried into execution, a
fupply of water was neceflary. With this view, I refolved
to fearch the American coaft for a harbour, by proceeding
along it to the Southward, and thus endeavour to connect
the {furvey of this partof it, with that lying immediately to
the North of Cape Newenham, If I failed in finding a har-
bour there, my plan was then to proceed to Samganoodha,
which was fixed upon as our place of rendezvous, in cafe of

feparation.
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	[Plate 53] Chart of Norton Sound and of Bherings Strait made by the East Cape of Asia and the West Point of America.
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	[Plate 84] Views on the Coast of Asia.
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