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T I H E
€COURT or DIRECTORS,

OF THE HONORABLE-

EAST EN DA GCOMPAN Y.

(GENTLEMEN,

AVING -early . devoted myfelf to your fervice, and been many years em-
ployed in it abroad, I cannot but feel myfelf peculiarly interefted in the
profperity of this great Company, whofe approbation has been the ambition of

my life.

When you were plealed, in the year 1770, to -confer on me, by a fpecial
commiflion, the command of your marine, on the Weft-coaft of Sumatra, I
repaired thither, with the zeal fuch confidence muft infpire, and in the hope of -

opportunity to prove myfelf not quite unworthy of i,

Sometime after my arrival at Fort Marlborough, your plan of a fettlement
on the Ifland of Balambangan, afforded me fuch opportanity : by permifiion of
the Governor and Council, I embarked with Mr. Herbert, who was appointed

Chicef on that Service.

I had not been long at Balambangan, when that Gentleman communicated
to me your orders for exploring Iflands to the eaftward, and propofed to me

the honor of executing the arduous tafk,
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