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'HE firft difcovery of New Guinea,* or Tanna (Land) Papua, was
made fo long ago as the year 1511, by Antonio Ambreu, and

Francis Serrano. -

By the ‘Portuguefe names given to certain harbours, bays, and
iflands, that we find on the north coaft of New Guinea, between what
is called Schouten's ifland and Solomon's iflands, it would feem that
nation had in former days much frequented thofe parts. Nicholas
Struyck, in a book publithed at Amfterdam in 1753, gives a particu-
lar account of places and iflands on the north coaft of this country,
with Portuguefe names; and fays; the Dutch endeavoured to cenceal the
knowledge of them. § New Guinea is alfo faid to have been difcovered
by Alvaro de Saavedra in 1527, who fo called it, as being oppofite on
the globe to Guifea in Africa. Antonio Urdanetta faw New Guinea

i 1528, §

Ruy Lopez de Lobos, in 1543, fent from, Tidore, towards New

Spain, by the fouth fide of the line, a fhip commanded by Qrtez de

* Littora Nove Guinea, infulz Salomonis, infulz de Los Ladrones, omnium harum
infularum et regionum, fi communiter fpeftentur, temperies humida eft, et moderaté
calida. ' De Bry, fol, 34

+ Galvano Baros.—Dalrymple’s Cliron. Tab. of Dilcovery.

1 Hiftoire des navigations aux terres Auftrales.

§ Hiftoire des voyages, par L'Abbé Provot, tome 42 de Pedits in-douze,

Rotha,
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Rotha. That Captain failed to'the coaft of Os Papuas, and ranged

it; but, not knowing that Saavedra had been there before him, he chal-
lenged the honcur of difcovery. He called it New Guinea, * from
the frizzled locks of the inhabitants: for the memory of Saavedra’s
voyage was almolt loft.

Lepez Vaz relates, that fome time about the year 1567, Lopez de
Caftro, governor of Peru, fent a fleet to difcover certain iflands in the
South Sea, Alvarez de Mendanio was general. At the diftance of
800 leagues, they difcovered between 9  and 11’ of S. latitude, fome
large iflands ; together, eighty leagues in compafs. The greateft ifland
was, according to the firft finder, called Guadalcanal. Here they landed,
took a town, and found fmall grains of gold. He farther fays, ¢ now
at the time they thought of fettling thefe iflands, Captain Drake en-
tering the South Seas, command was inftantly given, that the iflands
thould not be fettled, left the Englith or other nations, who paffed the
firaits of Magellan for the South Sea, fhould find there any fuccour

but from the Indians.” £

It is not impoffible, that purfuant to this, the Spaniards, in their
pofterior charts, mifplaced Solomon’s iflands, and caft them far eaft
into the South Sea. But Mr. Dalrymple, to whofe refearches and
furveys navigation is deeply indebted, by collating Dampier’s map of

New Guinea, with what fketches are found in Herrera, and in the

® Mova Guinea a nautis fic difta, quod ejus littora locorumque facies Guinese Africane
2dmodum funt fimilia. Ab Andrea Corfali videtur dici terra Piccona.
' LinscHOOTEM, p- 328.

+ Lord Oxford's continuation, vol. 11, p. 402. 1 Hakluyt, vol. ILL p. 8o2.

collection
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colle@ion of voyages by de Bry, has evinced, that Dampier's New
Britain and Solomon’s iflands are the fame. This has fo far been
verified by Captain Carteret’s difcovering a firait pafs through the
middle of New Britain. Bat, 2 map publithed by Linfchooten in
1695, puts the matter beyond all doubt, as in that map the iflands at
the eaft extremity of New Guinez, are abfolutely named Solomon’s
iflands.*

It is to be regretted, that Dampier, who failed to New Britain in
the Roebuck 1699, had not feen Linfchooten’s map, publifhed bat
four years before. Such a guide might have induced him to put into
harbours which he did not vifit, not knowing they exifted : for the
leaft additional light to a difcoverer may be produétive of important

confequences.

As Lopez Vaz mentions gold found there, and the Spaniards un-
willing the Portuguefe thould have any fhare in it, that circumftance
might farther induce the former (if they were indeed induced) to
mifplace thofe iflands; that thefe might not appear in the portion of
the globe which the Pope had affigned them ; the other half having

been given to the Portuguefe by virtue of the famous meridian 7§ of

* Plate X1V.
+ Some fay, the firlt meridian is drawn throigh Fayal ; but the following accompanies
de Bry's maps.
Quicquid fpatii intra duos illes meridianos, fignatos terre Americze, eft navigationibus
deteftum, aut detegetur in pofterum, Caftilicnfibus affignatum eft, De Bay.
In the above map, one meridian goes through the banks of Newfoundland ; the other

through Java.

partition

vik




Vi

LN O iRTOD DI s CoTal 70 uN.

partition his Holinefs drew on. the occafion, Lopez Vaz afferts; that

the Spaniards carried back gold from Solomen’s iflands to New Spain.

Schouten® and le Maire, in.1616, after eaving an ifland they cal-
led St. John, and the Green iflands, ‘came. to the coaft of New
Guinea, and fent their fhallop in fhore to found; = She was attacked
by feveral canoes, whence they threw ftones at the boat with flings.
Next day, the 26th of June, the {hip was attacked, the enemy throw-
ing ftones and darts. This they were obliged to refent. They killed
ten of the affailants, took three' more, and four canges, The Ci
noes they: deftroyed, and ranfomed two of the three prifoners for a
hog and a bunch of plantains. Next day, they got another hog for
fome nails and trinkets. On the 28¢h, a handfome large canoce came-
on board, with twenty-one perfons, who admired the ﬂ‘-ip much, and
brought betel nut and lime. + Thefe called themfelyes Papuas, and
did not offer to exchange the third prifoner; upon which they put

him athore.

Continuing their courfe weltward, on the 7th ef July, they pafled
2 ifland called Vulean’s; no doubt, one of the burning iflands in the
map.  On the 13th, they anchered within half a league of the main
land, in 2° 54" 5. latitude; and, finding the country abound in coco
nuts, fent the boat, well provided for an attack, with orders #0 Jund
and get fome. But fuch was the reception, from the arrows of the in-
habitants, that fixteen being wounded, the invaders were forced, not-

with{landing their mufkets, to retire.

% Hzrris’s Colle&lion, Vel. 1, p. €o.
+ Uled by moft Eaft Indians with the areka nut and betel leaf,
On
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On the 16th, they anchored between two iflands, landed, burnt
fome houfes, and brought off as many coco nuts as dealt three 2

man.

In failing along the coaft, they faw a very pleafant ifland, named in
the map, Horn ifland, The crew changing its name, called it Schou-
ten’s ifland, in compliment to their commander. As the fouth coaft
of it is in Dampier’s chart, left indefinite by a dotted line, I have fome
reafon to think, the promontory of Dory may be the fame land, but

not {ufficient evidence to afcertain it.

Abel Tdafman, in 1642, after failing round New Holland, and fo
difcovering it to be an ifland, returned by New Britain and New Gui-
nea. He then paffed a burning mountain, in ‘the latitude of §° o4’ 5.
and afterwards got refrefhments from the ifland Jama, * which lies a
little to the eaft of Moa. 'The natives brought him 6000 coco nuts,
and 100 bags of plantanes. The failors, in return, making knives of
iron hoops, bartered thefe awkward inftruments for thofe refrefhments.
‘Talman had no quarrel with the inhabitants. They feemed, at Moa
and Arimoa, to be afraid of him; for, one of his failors having been
accidentally wounded, by an arrow from the bow of one of the na-

tives, the man was delivered up.

Captain Dampicr, in the voyage of the Roebuck, already mentioned,
being on the weit coaft of New Guinea, bought, near an ifland, called

by the natives Sabuda, three or four nutmegs in the thell, which did

# Plate XVI.
b mot
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not feem to be Iing gathered. 'This agrees with what I found at Dory.
The drefs of the people alfo near Pulo Sabuda, is exactly that worn at
Dory ; the men wearing the rind of the palm-tree, and the women

calicoes.

Dampier touched no where on the coaft of New Guinea, but failed
near {feveral iflands clofe by New Britain, Withart’s Ifland, Matthias,
and Squally Ifland ; alfo Slinger’s Ifland, whence he was infulted with:
vollies of ftones. Had he anchored behind any of thefe iflands, which
I apprehend, he might have done; of, if he had not fired fmall and
great fhot at the inhabitants of the large bay, where he did anchor,
to fecare them, as he owns, he might have doubtlefs had intercourfe
with them, and not been reduced to the hoftility of taking, by vio-
lence, fome of their hogs. Thus the whole difcovery, from impa-
tience or fear, was fruftrated, By his 2account of the appearance of the
country, it is well inhabited and cultivated ; much better than the places:
1 vifited farther wett..

Captain William Funnel, 1705,* obferved feveral iflands in o° 42
N, latitude, near the coaft of New Guinea, inhabited ; but by a
{feemingly hoftile people: which prevented all intercourfe with them..
He faw the coaft only ata diftance; and fays, it appeared to him
mountainous, black, and rocky. Being afterwards in diftrefs for pro-

vifions, and unacquainted in thofe feas, he was, by the mafk of friend-
the Dutch,

® Harris’s Colleftion,

Commo-
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{Commodore Roggewein * coafted the north part of New Guinea, in
1722, and touched at the iflands Moz and Arimoa; whence came to
him with provifions 200 canoes, with whom he dealt. He then paffed

L]

by what he clufters in the name of the Thoufand Iflands ; where, he

fays, the inhabitants had their beads covered with thick curled wool,

T uJ ™ 1 ] 1 - oy i = el il .\-.-
and were called Papuas. Some of them had a bit of flick piercing the

griftle of the nofe, as I remarked in a flave who was brought to Dory,

Le fald

o be 1oid.

Roggewein’s people landing on the ifland Moa, began to fell the
coco nut trees; and the Indians, who lay in ambufh, defervedly let
fly at them a fhower of arrows. Injuftice is always imprudence, and
ingratitude is the worft {pecies of injuflice. The natives had, juft
before this invafion of their property, brought the ftrangers all man-
ner of refrefhments.  The latter, however, perceiving Moa thinly in-
habited, had fallen upon this fcheme of f{:izing provifions ; thin]{i[]g=
to carry off, at once, ftock fufficient for the profecution of their voyage.
To this conduct they were animated by the confideration, that the ar-
rows of the natives did them little or no hurt; whereas, the difcharge

of their fmall arms laid abundance of their entertainiers on the ground,

The next I can find, was Captain Carteret, who difc vered, as has
been faid, New Britain to be divided into two parts at leaft; bya
ftrait, which he names St. George’s Channel. He found in Englifh
Cove, near Cape St. George, the nutmeg tree; but the fruit not
ripe. He had only a diftant intercourfe with the inhabitants. Mr.

Bougainville, who paffed that ftrait foon after, found them treacherous.

* Harris’s Colleé&tion.

b 2 Captain
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Captain Cock failed much about the fame time to the fouth of New
Guinea, through the Endeavour ftrait ; where, by his account, the

Jand is low. He had nofriendly intercourfe with the inhabitants.

To this hour, Ido not find, that any European has.had friendly in-
tercourfe with New Britain, which is well inhabited ; and fince Rog-
gewein, nobody we know of, has had any with New Guinea. Mon-
ficur Sonnerat, in his Poyage & la Nouvelle Guinée, lately publifhed, went
no farther eaft than the ifland Gibby, * near Patany Hook, on Gilclo.
Gibby is often mentioned in the following fheets. 'What little con-
nexion I had with the Papuas in New. Guinea, will alfo there
appear.

The account of the cinnaman tree is- taken from the Acta Phyfico=-

Medica Academiz Cafarez, vol. I..

Since my own enquiries and conjectures: about: the peoplé called
Badjoos, mentioned chap. xviii. I have. met with a curious account
of them in Valentne. He fays, the Oran Badjoos or Wadjoos, are
fithermen ; and that Mr. Padderburg at Manado. on Celebes, had them
under his charge in 1675.

Mr. Padderburg imagines the Badjoos have-been driven from Ma-
caflar, Java, Bantam, and Japara. They have about 700 ‘boats, in
which they live moftly on fith. He adds, they have a king to whom
they pay homage. They have a firange {queal in their voice, with a

* The Author does not fay, whither he went; but this I learned from a perfon who
deferted him, and whom I faw at Sooloo, in 1771.

very
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very wild appearance ; and, were it not for the freedom which their
hoats afford them of going from place to place, they would not remain

in any particular quarter, as they have a diflike to the thore.

Padderburg is of opinion,. they muft have come either from China
or Japan, where multitudes live in boats ; and their departure from
that country muft have been occafioned, he thinks, by the inroads of
the Tartars, who conquered China, and expelled the Badjoos, who
may then have found their way amongft thefe iflands. Thole about

Manado, Macaffar, Borneo, and the Philippines, are a medley of dif-

ferent nations ;. fuch as Chinefz with long plaited hair, Javans with:

bare throats, plucked beards and whifkers, and Macaffars with black

fhining teeth.

Their religion is chiefly Chinefe or Mahometan. They have in different
parts many veflels ; and, what is remarkable, their women are capable
of managing thofe veflels even in heavy feas. Thefe people are very
ufeful to the Dutch Ealt India Company, in c&rr}'ing iiltclligcn'ce
fpeedily from place to place,. and giving information of whatever
happens.

o)

xiii

Z







	[Seite]
	[Seite]
	Seite VI
	Seite VII
	Seite VIII
	Seite IX
	Seite X
	Seite XI
	Seite XII
	Seite XIII
	[Seite]

