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Intention of the Voyage—=Sailing Orders—Reafons for undertaking it in a
Jinall Veffel—Defeription of the Tartar Galley—and Lift of the Crew.

HE intention of the voyage I am about to relate, was to for=

ward what the Honourable Eaft India Company had recom-

mended by the fhip Britannia, that went from England, to fettle Ba-

]amimngan,*’ an ifland fituated near the nerth promontory of Borneo,

The following is an extract from their general letter, dated June the
12th 1771, to the Chief and Council of that place.

* See

Dalrymple’s plan for extending the commerce of the Eaft India Company, 1569,

B ¢ Having




'-"“_——-“-T_'Em1

A« VIO ETA G E:

¢ Having good authority from the experience and inquiries of Mr.
* Dalrymple, to be affured that cinnamon, cloves, nutmegs, pepper
“ and clove bark, may with proper management be. eafily introduced
¢ into Balambangan, as fome of thofe articles are produced in the
¢ Sooloo diftricts, and others in the adjacent iflands, as the inclofed
s paper of inquiry, mentioned in a preceding paragraph, will fhow : the
“* acquifition and cultivation of thefe valuable articles, muft be {peci-
“ ally recommended to the moft diligent attention of the Chief and
“ Council, as an object of the higheft importance, with promifes.of
“ a very favourable notice on our part, on its being made apparent to
s¢ us, that their endeavours for that purpofe have been effectually and
¢ gadvantageoufly executed. Thefe articles, if obtained, we particularly
¢ dire&, fhall be made part of our confignment to the China Coun-~

¢ cil, until we fee occafion to fignify our further pleafure therein.”

About the latter end of Auguft 1774, Ambafladors came from the
heir apparent of the Sultan of Mindanao, to Balambangan, in whofe
train was an inhabitant of the Molucca’s, called Ifhmael Tuan Hadjee,
who having been long employed there by the Dutch, had gained an
accurate knowledge of the Molucca iflands; and having alfo been to
the eaftward of them, beyond Pitt’s Straits, as far as the coaft of New
Guinea, called Papua, had feen, and confequently reported that nut-

megs grew there.

Mr. Herbert, the chief, had frequent conferences with this man;
and, defirous to profit from his iutelligence, in the fcheme which

he had in view, of forwarding the honourable court’s injunétions by

the Britannia, as above related, to endeavour to obtain fpices from parts
which
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which had no connexion with the Dutch fettlements, he was pleafed
to confult me on the occafion. As I had, from other accounts, found
that there was great probability in the relation of Tuan Hadjee, I of-
fered to go, accompanied by him, on a voyage to New Guinea, if Mr,
Herbert thought proper, in order to afcertain the truth of his affertion,
and propofed to attempt it in a fmall country embarkation.—This was
approved by Mr. Herbert and his Council, and they left the ma-

nagement of it entirely to my direction.

Inflructions from the Chigf and Council of Balambangan, to Captain
Thomas Forreft.

Sir,

The knowledge you have acquired from experience of all the de-
partments of marine bufinefs in general, to which you was trained from
your earlieft years, together with a competent fhare of commercial
tranfactions in this quarter of the world, were fufficient inducements
for the chief to accept of vour offer to attend him on the expedition to
Balambangan. From the fmall number of fervants, moft of whom were
unexperienced, he knew there would be fufficient field to difplay your
talents, abftracted from the official bufinefs of thofe brought up in

the regular line of the fervice,

He perfe@ly knew your attachment and turn for difcovery; and
though nothing has been undertaken hitherto in the purfuit thereof,
we would not have you imagine that we bave thought lightly of
fuch matters ; or, that the chief has taken in bad part the feveral anec-

dotes and remarks you have at various times furnithed him with.
B We
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We have juft reccived a copy of a paragraph of aletter from Bom-~
bay, wrote by the H onourable” Court to that Prefidency, which
feems to imply very ftrongly, that it is their intention, to keep affairs
in this quarter in as circumfcribed and narrow limits as poflible. A

it

favourable opportunity however ‘offering, without incurring heavy ex-
pences, we are unwilling to let it flip; as it is an objedt of the firlk
confequence, and may, if accomplithed, turn out extremely beneficial,

not only to our honourable employers in particular, but alfo to the

Britith nation in gencral.

You muft be fenfible, as we are, how important the mono-
poly of fpices is to the Dutch company, and the States of Hol-
land ; and equally fo, how incompatible it is, as well with the dignity
of our company, as their advantage, to carry on a trade in thefe arti=-
cles furreptitioufly obtained, as they annually are, from the Dutch ter-
ritories, and tranf{ported to Bencoolen, Rhio, and other places in the
Straits of Malacca. ‘The Molucca's being generally under{tood in Eu-
rope to be folely fubject to the Dutch, joined to the invariable com-
mands of our fuperiors, not to interfere where any other European
nation is engaged, are motives fufficient for us to reject the application
that has been made, or any other that we may receive hereafter, which
we may efteem to have the leaflt tendency towards creating a contro=

verfy between the two companies.

We have thought it neceffary to premife thus much, that our inten-
tions, and our condu¢t may appear as clear to you, as they will to

the world, fhould the public be led ever to inveftigate the one or the

other.

From
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From the many converfations we have had here with Tuan Hadjee Cut-~
chil, we are confirmed in opinion that cloves and nutmegs are produced
in many places which the Dutch are, or affect to be, firangers to;
where the inhabitants are not fubjet to any prince or potentate in al-
liance with, or tributary to them ; and on iflands, even where there
are no people.  As he has very readily confented to embark with you
in a fmall country veflel (a Socloo Prow) and his accounts and re-
prefentations give us a latitude to hope for fome favourable difcove-
ries ; we think we fhould not deferve the appellation of faithful
fervants, if we delayed our refearches into an object of the firft magni-
tude, when it can be profecuted with no heavy charge, and wears the

profpect of terminating to the greateft national good.

Tt would be abfurd to lay reftrictions, or to pretend to impofe rules
in 2 bufinefs of this nature. It is an undertaking that requires prudence,

difcretion, and perfeverance ; therefore, we have thought it beft to leave

it to :,'ourl’f;lf'.

Under this cover come fome information and remarks, to which
you are no ftranger; likewife fome extradts from Mr. Dalrymple's

Memoirs, which we recommend to your perufal.

If the obje® in expetation fails of the withed-for fuccefs, yet your
voyage may have a very good effe@ towards the improvement of navi-
gation. You muft therefore be as accurate as pofiible, in laying down
all thoals, &c. as well as explicit in your remarks and obfervations.
Charts and drawings thereof muft be taken, minutely marking every

thing

¥L
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thing that may conduce to the above purpofe. We wifh you a good
voyage, and remain,
Your affeétionate friends,
and humble fervants,

BALAMBANGAN, JOHN HERBERT,

g=th Oftober, 1774 EDWARD COLES,

THOMAS PALMER.

The Dutch feem to claim a right to all the Molucca iflands, more
from the forbearance of other European nations, than from any juft
title. I am not certain whether the iflands of Waygiou, Myfol, Ba-
tanta and Salwattay, may not alfo be claimed by them ; but [ refolved,
from Tuan Hadjee's report, and what I had learned of others, to
go beyond thofe iflands, as far as the coaft of New Guinea, where furely

exlufive
the Dutch can have né\Pre.tenﬁons.

Senfible of the jealoufy and watchfulnefs of ‘the Dutch in the
Molucca iflands, near which it was neceflary for me to pafs on my way
to New Guinea, no lefs than of the danger of navigating in narrow
feas, in a veflel that drew much water, I preferred a finall one of ten

tons burden.

In a large veffel we muft have been cautious of coming near land,
The crew I had (Malays chicfly) make bad failors in fquare rigged
veflels ; and, having never been accuftomed to lie in an open road, or
be in a harbour, without the indulgence of going on fhore, they
would not have had patience to remain on board, which even in
a floop of thirty tons, would have been neceflary: and, in a veffel no
larger than thirty tons, with fuch a crew, I muft have frequently run

the
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the rifk of being wrecked, had I made free with the fhore. ThisI
was enabled to do boldly, in a boat of fmall burden, that rowed,
and drew little water ; and, when fhe touched the ground, which often
happened, part of the crew, by jumping overboard, could pufh her
off again; and, when in harbour,. every body bad free accels to the

thore.

In alarge veflel, I muft have carried with me a ftock of provifions,
which the fettlement we fitted out from, could not well afford; be-
fides, when at places that afforded provifions, in a veflel of any
fize at anchor, I mult have fent my boat afthore, which would be
lisble to infult. I have known many fuch things befall fhips
boats in Malay countries, where defigning people entice the crew or
commanding officers to Le cff their guard, by a treacherous thow of
civility. Commodore Watlon, in the Revenge, loft his boat going
through fome ftraits, by the ifland Salwatty. Many voyages have failed,
many trading country veflels have been cut off, and fomz wrecked,

from unexpedted accidents of this kind.

The veflel I had, and which fhall be hereafter defcribed, was perfectly
fuited, in her conftruétion and manner of working, to the crew, who
were molftly Malays, or natives of thofe iflands that lie eaft of
Atcheen Head : feveral were Bilayans, that is, natives of the Philip-
pines, and were chriftians ; fome were Magindano and Molucca Ma-
hometans, vaffals and {laves to Tuan Hadjee ; two were from Bencoolen
and Pulo Nays, and three were Indoftan fuilors (lafcars.)

Fearing, that, if I carried many Europeans with me, quarrels
might arife between them and the Malays, who cannot (unlefs indeed
properly

e |
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properly trained) be fuppofed f{ubjeét to'difcipline; according to our
ideas of it; I therefore engaged only two white men to go with me,
who were plain good feamen, David Baxter, mate, and Lau-
rence Lound, gunner. They knew not a word of the Malay tongue, at
leaft for many months after they embarked ; confequently, could not
well quarrel with their Mahometan fthipmates. However, they foon
learnt to fpeak Malays, and at the fame time they learnt how to be-
have towards them, that 1s, never to hurry or abufe them. To en-
fure fobriety, I carried with me very little wine, or firong liquor: my
Malay crew never required any, and my two Europeans foon recon-

ciled themfelves to tea and coffee,

I had one perfon of rank, education, and good behaviour with me,
Tuan Hadjee. He had feveral of his own country with him, his flaves
and vaflals, for whom he drew pay; and who often took liberties,
againft which I found it imprudent to remonftrate. This perfon had
made a pilgrimage to Mecca. He was a relation of the Sultan of Bat-
chian, and was well rewarded before he came on board, by Mr, Herbert,
who made him a captain of Buggeffes, having befides great expeltations.
I knew I could depend on his fidelity ; and that he would be of great
fervice in the voyage, having formerly been at Dory harbour, on the
coaft of New Guinea. Without fuch a perfon I fhould have been in
danger from a Malay crew; efpecially as I had property on board
to bear the expence of the voyage, vitualling, &c. I made my account
from the beginning, that wherever I found people, 1 thould there find

provifions ; and, I thank God, we were not difappointed,

The veflel, in which I made the voyage, was called the Tartar-Galley.

She was a Socleo beat, or prow, about ten tons burthen, Her keel

Was
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was twenty-five feet long, and fhe had a kind of gallery built on
each fide, from {tem to {tern, projecting about thirty inches over each
ounnel. Here fut the rowers, fometimes twenty in number, She
o ]
overhung {o much forward and abaft, that (he was forty feet long, Her

draft of water was generally three foot and a half. We had four
(wivel guns, two blunderbufles, ten muifkets, and fix piftols, befide

lances, bows and arrows.

She had for a maft an artillery triangle # (gin or tripod) made of

three ftout bamboos, which could be {truck with the greateflt eafe by

three men. On this was hoifted a large four cornered fail, called by

the Malays, lyre tanjong (pointed fail), becaufe the upper corner
appears [harp or pointed. I fixed to her a foremalt clofe forward, and
a bow{prit ; and gave her a lateen, or three cornered forefail. I alfo
rave her a lateen mizen; but, when it blew frefh, I toek down the

lyre tanjong from the triped’ mafl, as it was a ver;

[

arge fail, and

L

put in its place a lat¢en fail. The fails then refembled thofe of the

]

without lowering, be inftantly diminifhed or made fmaller, by ca-

galleys in the Mediterranean. One very great :1|:l1.-'.1;1t.*.5_=_'c attends the

; that when the wind frefhens, it can,

L2l

yre fanjong, which is thi
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ing or {la king tie iheet, and at the fame time w .‘.l.‘;lllg up the fail,
B opicn m) & BT T fot R Tl

v WO men .I::".'I'!,'I_:_'f_ the crols bar of winch that 1s fixed to the 1nner

¢nd of the boom, and which fpreads the lower part of the fail. By

A pgreat improvement might be made in navization by means of the tripod maft. It

good fubflitute for a mizen malt to cruizer becanie, when ftruck,

would be a very

they would appear 2t a diltance like brigs, and deceive an enemy. Lath twe London

wherries top

i

: r, and give this double vedflz] the tripod malt and lyre l:'.;'.j ngr, it will
beat the faft fai

ng boats, at leaft three to two.

C this
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this means, the fail may be entirely rolled up until the boom touches
the yard ; the fail being always in this compact manner, as feamen call
it, taken in. In the fame manner, it may be fet again inftantly, or
let out, by turning the winch back the other way; or half fet, ac-
cording to the weather. The galley fteered with two commoodies

(rudders), a fort of broad paddle; but one generally ferved.

She was covered almoft entirely with the leaves of a certain
Palm tree, called Nipa, fuch as the natives cover houfes with on
the fouth-weft coaft of Sumatra, and in almoft all Malay countries.;
it being a light kind of thatch, which keeps oft {funfhine and rain. One
finall part abaft was covered with boards ; and this made a little apart-

ment, called, by the Malays, Koran. *

At Tomoguy, one of the Molucca iflands, I hauled her afhore to
clean her bottom ; and there I raifed her one fireak or plank, about
fifteen inches high, as I found her rather too low to proceed down
the coalt of New Guinea, fhe being apt to fhip water in bad weather.
I alfo new roofed or thatched her there.—At Magindano, (as I had

leifure) I decked her, and turned her into a fchooner,

* The reafon why the Malays, who are Mahometans, call it the Koran, is, that they
feldom travel by fea without the Alcoran ; which they always depofic in the beft and
fafclt place, from that cultom terming the cabin, Koran,

Lip
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Lift of the Crew of the Tartar Galley.

Captain THomAs ForRrEsT, Commander.
David Baxter, Mate.
Laurence Lound, Gunner.
William Hunt, Paffenger to Sooloo. Left at Sooloo,
5 Ifhmael Tuan Hadjee, Pilot,

Tuan Imum,
Ithmael Jerrybatoo,
Matthew, Steward.
Jaffier, Serang,

1o Saban,
Marudo,
Abdaraman,
Dya,

Andrew,

} Helm{men.

15 George, » Seamen.
Mungary,
Diego,
Jacob,

Rum Johny,

20 Gibaly,
Panjang, Cook, *
Strap, Boy.

* He died at Magindano==being the only perfon I loft during the voyage,

C 2 CHAP-
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