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C H A P T E R XIV.

Of the Ifland Sooloo—Claims of the Spaniards to any Sovereignty over that
Ifland refuted—Climate—Fruits—Government—Articls jfrom China
carricd thither, and Returns—Diffipation of the Datoos— Pearl Fifbing
Harbours——Cruelty to Slaves—Fray between the Sooloss and the
Englifb-Buggeffes—General Charaiter of the Soolsos—Many Inflances
of their Treachery.

T HE Sooloos fay, their ifland ¥ was formerly a part of the ancient

Borneo empire, founded by the Chinefe; but the Mindanoers,
as has been hinted, aflert, the Sooloos were once tributaryto them. Be
that as it may, this ifland had been at war with the Spaniards, before
the year 1646 ; and on the 14th of April, of the faid year, peace was
made between them, by the mediation of the King of Mindano ; upon

¢ 'The ifland Sooloe lies fouth weft from Mindano, and is governed by a king of its
own, [t isfar from being large 3 but, its fituation between Mindano and Boineo makes
it the mart of all the Moorifh kingdoms. I do not find, that the Portugucle ever pre-
tended to fettle, much lefs to conquer thefe iflands ; but they vifited them frequently
for the fake of trade 3 and in thofe days, there was greater commerce in thefe parts, than
can well be imagined. For, while the trade was open to Japan, there came from thence
two or three fhips laden with filver, amber, filks, chefts, cabinets, and other curiofities,
made of fweet feented woods; with vaflt quantities of filks, quilts, and earthen ware,
from China. For thefe the merchants of Golconda exchanged their diamonds, thole of
Ceylon their rubies, topazes, and fapphires ; from Java and Sumatra came pepper, and
fpices from the Moluccas.
DALRYMPLE's PROOFS, Hanrnis's History oF THE PorTuguESE EMFIRE, p. 685,

which
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which the Spaniards withdrew from Sooloo, flill referving to. themfelves
the (overcignty of the iflands Tappool, Seaflee, Balanguifan, and Pan-
gaterran. 'The Sooloos agreed alfo to give in fign of brotherhood,
yearly, three veficls laden with rice. This is related in Combes's
account of Magindano. The reafen of this fudden peace was fear
of the Dutch affifting Sooloo ; and the Spaniards dreaded, that to be

driven off the ifland, might hurt the reputation of their arms. ¥

The treaty of Munfler was made two years after this peace, in 16438,
by which the navigation of the Spaniards is reftrained; for the treaty fays,
«¢ 1t is further agreed, that the Spaniards fhall maintain heir naviga-
tion in the manner it at prefent is, without being able to extend it
farther in the Eaft Indies.” This is particularly fet forth by Mr.
Dalrymple ; alfo, that the Sooloos made lately with the Spaniards
treaties of alliance, offenfive and defenfive, as the Spanith governor
declared in a letter wrote to the Englith governor of Manila. Mr.
Dalrymple firft made the Englifh acquainted with the Sooloos, and pro-
cured from them, for the India Company, a grant of country, that furely
cannot be claimed hy any European power—the north part of Borneo,
and fome iflands north of it ; of which more hereafter.

The ifland of Sooloo is fituated in the latitude of 6° N. and longitude
119° E. from Greenwich. It is thirty miles long, twelve broad; and

may contain fixty thoufand inhabitants.

This ifland, lying about midway between the iflands of Borneo and
Magindano, is well cultivated ; affording a fine profpect from the fea,

 Pedro Murille Velarde’s Account of the Philippines.
Tt
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on every fide, far fuperior to that of Malay countries in general.
Thofe that 1 have feen come’ neareft to it, in appearance, are, that
part of the coaft of Sumatra, between Atcheen Head and Pedir, the
north coaft of Java, the fouth coaft of the ifland Bally, the country
about Malacca, part of the north coaft of Borneo, the iflands of Sali-
babo and Kabruang.

Sooloo being an ifland not very large, and the hills on it not being
very high, nor confequently the clouds ftopt by them, it has no cer-
tain rainy feafon, as have the large Malay iflands. There is not fuch
difference in the wetnefs of the feafons or monfoons, as on centinents
or very large iflands ; but the S. W. monfoon brings moft rain. Much
falls at the change of the monfoons ; efpecially the autumnal, The
capital town is called Bowan, fituated by the fea coaft, on the N. W,
part of the ifland, and containing about fix thoufind inhabitants.
Many of them are Illanon, or Oran Illano, with whom we are

acquainted, and who live in a quarter by themfelves.

A hill near the town, is pretty high, and at night generally capt
with a cloud. Other hills, of inferior height, are fometimes alfo
covered in the evening. Thefe clouds feed the rivulets which run

from the hills. The land wind here is faint and reaches not far.

The ifland being rather {mall for its number of inhabitants, they
ftudy agriculture more than do thofe of the adjacent iflands, already
mentioned, where land may be deemed of no value. The Sooloos
plant rice; but the crop cannot be depended on, as they are not fure
of rain, They thercfore cultivate many roots, the Spanifh, or fweet

potatoe,
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potatoe, the clody, or St. Hillano yam, the China yam, both red and
white ; fending to Mindano for what rice they confume.

They have great variety of fine tropical fruits ; their oranges are full
as good as thofe of China, They have alfo a variety of the fruit called
Jack, or Nanka, Durians, a kind of large cuftard apple named Ma-
dang, Mangoes, Manguftines, Rambuftines, and a fruit they call Bo-
lona, like a large plumb, or Mangoe, white infide. In great abundance
do they enjoy a very innocent and delicious fruit, by Malays called
Lancey. The trees in the woods are loaded with this fruit, which is
large, and ripens well : this it does not on the ifland of Sumatra,
where, perhaps, it finds too much moifture. The Sooloos having
great connexion with China, and many Chinefe being fettled amongft
them, they have learned the art of ingrafting and improving  theic

fruits, while the fruits at Magindano have remained indifferent.

The Sooloos have a very good breed of horfes, which they train to
trot faft, feldom fuffering them to gallop. When I was there in

1773, 1 faw often Datoos and their ladies ride in this manner, as men-

tioned in the journal. At Sooloo are none of thofe beautiful birds

called Loories ; but there is abundance of diminutive Cocatores, and
fmall green parrots. ‘There is no fpice tree, but the cinnamon.

Here are wild elephants, the offspring, doubtlefs, of thofe fent in
former days from the continent of India, as prefents to the kings of
Sooloo. Thofe animals avoid meeting with horned cattle ; though
they are not fhy of horfes. Socoloo has fpotted deer, abundance of

goats and black cattle ; but the people feldom milk their cows. They
2 have
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have no fheep, except a very few from Samboangan, The wild hogs
are numerous, and do much mifchief, by breaking down fences,
After harvelt, the Sooloos hunt the elephants and wild hogs, endea-
vouring to deftroy them,

This ifland enjoys a perpetual fummer. Up the country, it is al-
ways cool, efpecially under the fhade of the teak trees, which are
numerous, as on Java. This tree, fo well known in India for con-
ftructing the beft {hips, has a broad leaf, which, bruifed between the
fingers, ftains the hand red. The induftrious Chinefe gather thofe
leaves, and the leaves of the fruit tree called Madang, to line the
bafkets of cane or bamboo, in which they pack up the {wallo they
export in great quantities, from this place. They are attentive to dry
it in the fun, as itis apt to give with the leaft moiflure. The Chinefe
muft gain handfomely by their trade hither; elfe they would not put
up with the rough ufage they fometimes receive from the fturdy ba-
rons, the Datoos.
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Lift of the Articles that generally compofe the Cargo of a Chinefe funk,
of which Two come annually from Amoy to Sookso, and: pafs to the

ea flward of Paragoa.

2000 Galangs ((alvers of brafs) feven to-a pecul,

100 Peculs iron, in fmall pieces, like Bengal iron —_—

Sugar candy, a quantity, per pecul

5o Raw filk ditto

3000 Pieces black kowfongs, a kind of nankeen, per picce

5000 Pieces kompow, white {trong linen

500 Kangans, 25 in a bundle, called gandangs, per gandang

zoo Quallis, an iron thin pan, three footr diameter each
500 Nefts of quallis, three in a neft _

One million of pieces China ware, confilting of  [mall ter-7]’
rencs and balons in nefts, big and finall, plates and ba- \
fons with red edges for Mindano, &c. &c. per hundred |

200 Pieces of Aowered filks

——

———

Colt in.China.
in Dollars.

40

70
g
1o
Goo

Io

Sell forat
Eooloo.

Befides tea, cutlery, and other hard ware, brals wire, gongs, ‘beads of all colours,

like fwan fhot==fire works, &c. &c.

The Returns are in the following Articls.

Coft at Soolos.
Black fwallo per pecul — — 15
White ditto — AR it ots o L
Wax _— M— 15
Teepye or pearl oyfler fhells _— 1k
Birds nefts per catty i s Ll 6

Tortoifhell, price uncertain

I

Sl"]li'[g’?ﬁti’

13

30
20
25
5
9

Alfo agal agal, a fea weed ufed as gum or glue, and many other articles, fuch as Ca-
rooang oil, clove bark, black wood, ratans, fago, \rarin_:u barks for dying,—Caflia,
pepper, native camphire, fandal wood, curious fhells for gm:t?s—pcﬁr]s, which require
great judgment to deal in, alfo feed pearl from the Molucea iflands, and fpices,

The
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The Sultan(hip in Sooloo is hereditary, but the goverpment mixt.

=~ About fifteen Datoos, who may be called the nobility, make the greater

part of the legiflature. Their title is hereditary to the eldeft fon, and

they fit in council with the Sultan. The Sultan has two votes in this

aflfembly, and each Datoo has one. The heir apparent (who, when I
was there, was Datoo Alamoodine) if he fide with the Sultan, has
two votes; but, if again{t him, only one. There are two reprefen-
tatives of the people, called Manteries, like the military tribunes of
the Romans.

The common people of Sooloo, called Tellimanhood, enjoy much
real freedom, owing to the above reprefentation; but the Telli-
manhood, or vaffals of the adjacent iflands named Tappool, Seaflce,
Tawee-tawee and others, being the eftates of particular Datoos, are
often ufed in a tyrannical manner by their chicfs, 1 have been told
that their haughty lords vifiting their eftates, will fometimes with
impunity demand and carry off young women, whom they happen to
fancy, to fwell the number of their Sandles (Concubines) at Sooloo,

Varioufly do thofe iflands groan under the tyranny of their mafters.

When I was here, one Jaffier had juft returned from the ifland
Tappool, where he had been fettling petty infurredions. Blood was
certainly drawn from the men, and I faw fome prows arrive thence,
with married women, unmarried women and children, all condemned
to flavery. That day the talk was in town, * Datoo Jafher is returned
from conquering his enemies.” No farther enquiry was made: for thofe

Datoos in their oppreflions fupport one another,

There
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There is a law both at Magindano and Sooloo, that no Chinefe can
be made a flave, but, at either place, for a fum advanced by a Datoo,
or great man, to a Chinefe, and fuch advances are often forced upon
them, they every twelve months are obliged to pay a very high inte-
reft, perhaps twenty-five or thirty per cent.; the lender often refuling
to receive back the principal at the end of the year, unlefs indeed the
Chinefe make appear that he is going to return to his own country; in

which cafe it is never refufed. This has already been hinted.

On this ifland, the nobles are extremely diffolute. Thofe who have
more than one wife, which is not very common, keep each in a fepa~
rate houfe ; but their diffolutenefs confifts in their numerous concu=-
bines and intrigues: for here women have as much liberty in going

abroad as in Europe.

Malay women bathe daily in rivers or in ponds.. On Sooclos
and Magindano, the middle and lower ranks are lefs decent on thofe
occafions, than the Malays farther weft; they gointo the water al-
moft naked ; whereas, the Malay women  of Sumatra, Borneo, Ce-
lebes, and their adjacencies, wrap their bedies in a fort of wide
bottomlefs fack, containing about two yards of broad cotton cloth,
with the ends fewed together, like what in Bengal is a lungy, This
fhrowds them from head to heel. The Sooloos have an annual cuftom
of bathing in the fea, men and women together, but decently covered :
which 1s alfo a Badjoo cuftom, as we fhall fee..

At Sooloo, and the many iflands around, which form a great
Archipelago, the. pearl fithery has been famous many a-

ges,
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ges.* This is the fource of their wealth, and fets them more at 2ale
than any Malays I ever knew, though their ifland does not generally
produce fo much rice as they confume. They trade therefore to Ma-
gindano with Chinefe articles for that grain, and make great profit,

as no China junks have for along time gone thither.

The pearl fithery, minutely defcribed by Mr. Dalrymple, proves alfo
to the Sooloos, the caufe of their confequence amongft their neigh-
bours, as being a nurfery for feamen, ready to man a flect of prows
upon an emergency. The prefent Sultan Ifracl, to whom his father
Amiralmoomine had given up the reijns of government, in 1773,
hinted to me they have gold in their hills ; but that, for the above
reafon, they difcourage the fearching after it They have often had
fea fights with the Borneans, and always beaten them. Their way of
fighting is feldom in the open fea, but by furprife in harbours. The
prows of the Sooloos are very neatly built, from fix to forty tons
burden, fail well; and are all fitted with the tripod maft. They
have alfo prews much fmaller, down to fampans; but their fampans
are {eldom of one tree, large timber not abounding on Sooloo, ason
the more confiderable adjacent iflands. The Sooloo colours are the

gates of Mecea, red, on a-white ground.

Their drudges, for the Teepye or pearl oyfter, are generally made
of bamboo, very flight, and funk with a fltone. The large pearls are
the property of the Datoos, on whofe eftates they are found; for

thofe paramounts claim the property of the banks, as well as of the

® In the fea between Mindano and Sooloo is a ipear] fithery, inferior to none in the
Indies, either in point of colour or fize. Harris's Vov. p. 685.

dry
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dry land. ‘There are rich Teepye banks on the north and eaft fide of

Taweec-Tawee. The Chinefe merchants, very fecret on thofe occa-
fions, contrive often to purchafe from the fithermen, pearls of great
value; fo defrauding the Datoos, of what thefe pretend their pro-
perty.  Here are alfo many Badjoo fithermen, who by their long re-
fidence, are become vaflals of the Datoos; but, as they were origi-
nally from another country, and {peak, befide the Scoloo, a lan-
guage of their own, their fuperiors are more tender of opprefling
them, than their immediate vafluls on the iflands.

The Sooloos have a particular way of fithing with hook and line.
They put into the boat a number of ftones, about a pound weight
eachy then wind their line with the baited hook round one of the
ftones, and throw it overboard into deep water, The ftone defcends,
and when the filherman judges it has quitted the hook, he pulls this
up to the furface, with or without a fith. On the fame principle do
they fith among(t the Molucca iflands, by fixing the hook to the leaf of
a coco nut tree, tied to a ftone, as has been related in the account of
New Guinea. They alfo bruife a certain plant called tublee, which
they then put either into the fea or frefh water ; its juice ftupifies the
fi(h, which then floats dead atop: this is pradtifed in all Malay coun-
tries. The Sooloo tongue has a good deal of the Bifayan or Philip-
pine mixed with it; alfo a little of the Magindano dialect, and {fome

Malay words. The characer is, with fome variation, the Arabic.

The better fort fpeak Malay, and thofe who trade abroad, generally
anderftand it. While the Englifh were thaure in 1773, we converfed

in Malay.
Uan The
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Jmﬁ. The arts are in greater forwardnefs here than at Magindano: the

AMUATY.

“=—~—J prows are built much neater, In the common market, is alfo a cop~
per currency, a convenience much wanted at Magindano ; where, as

has been faid, the market currency is rice..

The Sooloos have in their families many Bifayan,. fome Spanith
flaves, whom they. purchafe from the lllanon and Magindano cruilers.
Sometimes they purchafe whole cargoes, which they carry to Pafiir, on
Borneo ; where, if the females are handfome, they are bought up for
the Batavia market. The mafters fometimes ufe their flaves cruelly,
afluming the power of life and death over them. Many are put to
death for trifling offences, and their bodies left above ground.. An at-
tempt of elopement is here feldom pardoned, or indeed at Magindano.

Yet, the diftance being fo fmall from either. Scoloo or Selangan, to the

Spanith fettlement, I have wondered how any ftay, as they are not
clofely confined.

The Bifayan flaves play often on the violin, and the Sooloos are fond
of European mufic. I have feen the Sultan Ifrael, who was educated at
Manilla, and his niece Potely Diamelen, dance a tolerable minuet. I

have alfo feen the Datoos go down a country dance; but, as they

wore heavy flippers, they did it clumfily.

The Sooloos are not only neat in their cloaths, but drefs gaily.
The men go generally in white waiftcoats, buttoned down to the wrifl;
with white breeches, fometimes firait, fometimes wide. The ladies
wear likewife a fine white waiftcoat, fitted clofe; which fhows the
thape ; and their petticoat, which is worn over drawers, that reach the

knes,
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liice, comes but'a little way below it. Both fexes are fond of

gaming.

There are fome good harbours amongit the iflands, that form the
Sooloo archipelago; particularly behind Bewa-bewa, weit, and near to
Tawee-tawee, about the iflands Tappool, and Seaffee, allo, between
Boobooan, and Tapeantana, * fouth of Bafilan, in the ftrait that divides
it from Sooloo. Several are alfo behind the iflands, that almoft join the
main ifland. However, before the town of Bewan, is no proper har-
bour ; but the road is good in the 5. W. monfoen, as it is on the N.
W. part of the ifland. In the N. E. monfoon, the wind at N. E,
does not blow into it; but, itis open to the N. W. from which
quarter, blows fometimes a gale at the fhifting of the monfoons, as in
Atcheen road; which this road of Sooloo, in that refpe, very much

refembles,

The high prieft, or Calipha at Sooloo, in 1773, was @ Turk; he had
travelled a good deal in Europe, and was a very intelligent man, I
prefented him with a map of the world, which pleafed him mightily.
He talked much to the Seoloos, his fcholars, for he kept a reading
fchool, of the ftrength of Gibraltar, When he fpoke of Conftantino-
ple, he called it Roma.

The Buggefles are a high fpirited people. We had at Sooloo many
of them in our pay, whom we had inlifted at Paffir. One day, a Sco-
loo having ftole fomething from a Buggefs, 1 faw the Buggefs in full
purfuit of him through the town, witha blunderbufs in his hand ; had
he come up with the thicf, the confequences might have been fatal.

* Plate XVII,
Uz Some
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"‘;1';'35- Some time after, when I had left Sooloo, I was told there had been
Arye.
e~/ a fray between the Sooloos, and our Buggefles; and that the latter,

though much inferiorin number, being only forty, had drawn out with

their blunderbufles again{t the whole town.

A Buggefs had been gaming with a Sooloo ; the latter lofing, faid he
would pay him next day. The Buggefs accordingly meeting him
in the paffar or market, afked for his due, which the Socloo re-
fufing, the Buggefs fnatched from him a handkerchief, and ran off.
Immediately feveral Sooloos, with drawn crefles, purfued the Buggefs,
who fled for protection to the Buggefs guard. A fentinel feeing his
brother clofely purfued by armed men, fired amongft them, with his
blunderbufs. Very luckily nobody was killed, but the General Almil=
badar's nephew was hurt in the face, near the cye. Upon this a mob
rofe : the Buggefles turned out into the ftreet, and prefented their
loaded arms ; but, by the happy interpofition of Sultan Ifrael, and Po-
tely Diamelen, the affair went no farther. Mr, Herbert, Mr. Alcock,
and others, who were prefent, prevailed on the Buggeffes not to fire.

Had one blunderbufs gone off amongft the croud, there would
have been much bloodfhed, (for thefe arms are generally loaded with a
number of pifol balls) as the Sooloos ftood oppofite near them, with
uplifted lances, Next day a handfome pecuniary fatisfaction was made
by Mr. Herbert, to the General’s nephew, who was flightly hurt, and
the Buggefles were immediately embarked for Balambangan. Much
about this time, two Dutch ambafladors arrived at Sooloo in a large
ketch from Ternate: one of the gentlemen was Mynheer Shall, They

told
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told Mr, Herbert, not yet gone to Balambangan, that the Sooloos had
invited them,

Notwithftanding the Buggefles are allowed in bravery to furpafs the -
Sooloos, the latter have, on feveral occafions, behaved wvery well
againft the Spaniards. A body of Spaniards once attacking fome
Sooloos, who did not much exceed them in number, the Sooloos knelt,
and with their targets before them, received the fire of the enemy,
then rufhing with their lances, dcfeated them, The Sooloos are not
much accuftomed to the ufe of fire arms, but depend upon lance, {word, .

and dagger.

The ftate of Sooloo is fmall, as has been faid, containing fearce above
60,000 inhabitants ; yet are thefe very powerful, and have under them,
not only moft of the iflands that compofe that archipelago, but great
part of Borneo, fome of which they have granted to the Englifh.
They have the charater of being treacherous, and of endeavouring al-
ways to fupply by fraud, what they cannot effect by force.

It has been related in the hiftory of Magindano, that the Sooloos
killed their king Kuddy, when they pretended to mean him afliftance.
According to Fakymolano’s account, the{ame piece of treachery was

tranfacted at Borneo.

Long had a deadly hate {ubfifted, and ftill fubfifts, between Soocloo
and Borneo, the Borneans alledging the Sooloos had encroached on

their territories.

About
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C—~—2 Eang de Patuan (fuch is ftiled the fovereign) of the place.
fortified himfelf on an ifland called Pulo Chirming, at the mouth of

* whom he had dreft in rich ‘liveries: on the occafion.
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‘About fifty years ago, ‘a Bornean ‘Pangaran ‘was at war with the
He had

They

came, but worfted by the Borneans, they fell upon: the Pangaran and

the river Borneo, and called on  the ‘Soolcos to affift him.
defeated him. = They then plundered the'ifland, and failed home.

Not dbove twenty years after, the Sultan of Soolco, Amiralmoomine,
went to Samboangan on a vifit. 'He bought goods from Don Zacharias
the governor, giving the Den his own price, made prefents to the offi-
cers of the garrifon, and loft his meney .to them, as if accidentally,
by gaming with dice. Still refolved to ingratiate himf{elf with the
governor, the Sultan wanted to make him a prefent of forty male flaves,
Many of them
were natives of Papua, or New Guinea, Zacharias refufed the pre-
fents, fufpe@ing the Sultan of fome defign. The Sultan then afked
leave to go te Manilla;: He went thither, and faid to the archbifhop,
¢ [ will turn-Chriftian, let the Spaniards take Sooloo, fend the ftub-
4¢ born Datoos to Samboangan ; make me king there, I then will

“ oblige every one to embrace your religion.”

The Spaniards liftened to himd, end he returned to Samboangan with
2n armada. Thence they went to Sooloo ; and Bantillan; firft coufin

to Amiralmoomine, was proclaimed Sultan.

The Spaniards chanced t6 be beaten, and the old Sultan Amiralmoo-
mine returned with them to Samboangan. Here he defired to fend for

his wife and children; which permiffion was readily granted. With
the
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the family came many of the Sooloos.. Ontheir landing, the governer

found out by his fpies, that they had many concealed arms in their ‘===

prows ; which lay in the road oppofite the fort. He ordered the prows
inftantly to be gone, made the Sultan and his family prifoners, and
fent them to Manilla; whence the Sultan.was releafed by the Englifh:

arms-in the late war.

Tlte Spaniards were certainly‘in pofleffion of the town of  Bowan,.

before the year 16465 I havé there feen ruins of fome of their mafonry.-

Only feven years have elapfed fince the Sultan of Koran, where live
the people of Tedong on the N. E. coaft of Borneo,-was at war with-
the Sultan of Booroo, on-the fame coaft. One of them applied to the
Sooloos for afliftance. The Datoos Alamoodine, and Noguela went ;.
and, watching their opportunity, attacked both the Sultans, plundered
them, and carried them with their wives, children, and many of their
head men to Sooloo. They were fome time after fent back, on con-
dition that they.fhould become tributary, and in a manner fubject-to
Sooloo 3 which they are at this day.. From this country the Soocloes
get moft of the fago, and-many articles, which they fell to the Chi-
nefe ; {wallo, cowries, tortoithell, and the reft. They endeavour to
preclude the Tedongers from trading with any but themf{elves; for the
Sooloos well underftand the benefits that arife from reftricting the trade
of their conquefls or colonies : and the Datoos are all . traders. Even

the Sultan is a merchant.

The four inftances already given, might fuffice to afcertain the cha-
racer of the Sooloos, which may however be properly crowned, by
their
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their conduét to the Englifh fettlement at Balambangen in February
i

When John Herbert, Efq; went thither early in the preceding year,
he found great want of buildings, to accommodate the Company’s
fervants, civil and military; thofe gentlemen who had juft been faved
from the fhipwreck of the Royal captain on the fhoals of Paragoa,
as well as the crew of that fhip. About this time one Teting, 2
Soolos Datoo, and firft ¢oufin to Sultan Ifra¢l, came with many of
his vaflals to Balambangan, offered his fervice as a builder, was em-
ployed by Mr. Herbert, and, in the whole of his behaviour, gave fa-
tisfaction, The Datoo, falling fick, went home to Sooloo for the re-
covery of his health. This blefling foon obtaiued, he returned to
the profecution of his tafk at Balambangan.

He now brought from the Sultan and Council letters Tecommend-

ing him as a truft-worthy perfon, to ereft whatever warchoufes or

buildings might be wanted. With him came two other Datoos,
Mulloc and Noquela.  But Datoo Teting took care to fhow only
part of his numerous followers, concealing the reft in the ifland of
Banguey, and even.in fome recefles of Balambangan; which, being
covered with wood, as thofe iflands generally are, there was no great

fear of difcovery.

Surmifes, however, had fome days begun to fpread reports of a
plot, while Teting proceeded with fuch addrefs, that the chief and
council, who were not without their fufpicions, apprehended no dan-
ger very nigh.

During
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During the night, ftri watch was kept all over the fettlement.
At dawn, the gun, as ufual, announced the morning ; and for a few
moments, tranquillity reigned. A houfe at fome fmall diftance fud-
denly fired, proved the fignal to the Socloos. They rufhed into the
fort, killed the fentries, and turned the guns againft the Buggefs
guard. The few fettlers, lately rendered fewer by death, were fain
to make their efcape in what veflels they could find.

As the true cinnamon is faid to grow both on Sooloo and Mindano,*
the following account of that which grows on Ceylon, will hot be

unpleafing here.

* Cinnamon they have as good as any in Ceylon ; but nobody having any property
in the trees, they tear and deftroy the bark at all feafons, which is the reafon the world

is fo little acquainted with the cinnamon of Mindano.
Harris’s Vovace, Vol. I. p. 68s.
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