Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

An Essay On The History Of Civil Society

Ferguson, Adam

London, 1767

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-1517

Visual \\Llibrary






B Sl A

TS

i

- ——ral

e 1, A

PRSI, S S

T r——
g o o

LN LR AT VA

‘»
&
it
e




MVSEO %" [
RID:BRANDES|-8

S F

X

fi E

.
A

x
=
H
£
=
=
















A N

E 88 A Y

0O N T -H E

H 1.8 T, "R X

O F

CIVITITSOCA ET Y.

By ADAM FERGUSON, LL. D.

Profeffor of Moral Philofophy in the Univerfity of Edinburgh.

E DI NDBUR G H:

Printed for A, Mirntar & T. CapoeEr in the Strand, Londen,

and A, Kincarp & J. BeL L, Edindurgh,

MDCCLXVIL




EX BIBLIOTHEC A
OLDENBVRGENS




C 0O N T:ExN T 5

PART L
Of the General Chara@erifltics of Human Nature,

S ECTION I
Of the queftion rclating to the State of Nature, Pag. 1

S B G ]
Of the principles of Self~prefervation, - - Is
5. E G T, IIT.
Of the principles of Union among Mankind, 23

SETG A IV.
Of the principles of War and Difféenfion, - - 29

5 B G L, V.

Of Intellectual Powers, - - - 38
otk @ T, V1.

Of Moral Sfu!.;;m’nr:k - - — g =l 47
5 E G T. VIL.

Of Happinefs, = - - - - 6o




iv CONTENTS
2 E @ "1

The fane fubject continued, - - Pag. 72
SL E & T, IX.
Of National Felicity, - - - 86
ol B 1GIUT, X.
The fome fubjeét continned, - - 94
PPARTOHN
Of the Hiltory of Rude Nations.
3 BYCTF YON L
Of the informations on this fubject, wwhich are
derived from Antiquity, - - Pag. 112

Siall ey II.
Of Rude Nations prior to the Effablifbment of 1 roperty, 123

SaE GG VI, I11.
Of Rude Nations, under the Impreffions of Proper-
ty and Interefl, - - = P46

PART IIL
Of the Hiltory of Policy and Arts.
SECTION I

Of the Influences of Climate and Sit nation, - - 16¢
5 E-G'T.




CoOTNZT FEANVT Go. v
S ECT. II.
The Hiffory of Subordination, - - Pag. 185

S E € T IIL
Of National Objecls in general, and of Eftablifh-

ments and Manners relating to them, - - 207

o 1 DR e IV.
Of Population and Wealth, - - 210

5 E © T. M.
Of National Defence and Congueft, - - 224

S*E G VI.
Of Civil Liberty, ~ - 236

SRS €5 ks VIL
Of the Hiffory of Arts, - - 257

S“E G 7. VIII.
Of the Hiffory of Literature, s - 262

PPART 1V,

Of Confequences that refult from the Advance-
ment of Civil and Commercial Arts,

SECTION I
,_')J'“ the Separation of Arts and Profejfions, - Pag. 2706




vl Gic) TN TR TN W O
5 E G T IL.
Of the Subordination confequent to the Separation of

Arts and Profeffions, - - Pag.
- AT R B I1L.
Of the Manners of Polifbed and Commercial Nations,
I O G IV.
The fame fubject continued, - =
P ARSE Y.
Of the Decline of Nations,
S ECT EON I
Of fuppofed National Eminence, and of the Viciffitudes
of Human Affairs, - - - Pag,
S-K G .T; I1.
Of the Temporary Efforts and Relaxations of the National
Sperit, - - - -
8 B G I11.
Of Relaxations wn the National Spirit, wncident to Po-
lifbed Nations, b = - a
& B G IV.
The fame fubject continued, - - -
S EC T V.
Of National Wafle, - - -
SEC

k2
oo
(%

b3
b =]
by




CONTENT S vil

PART VL
Of Corruption and Political Slavery.

8 E G TIOHON L

Of Corruption in general, - - Pag. 362
S EC T. I

Of Luxury, - - - £ 375
S E C T. III.

Of the Corruption incident to Polifbed Natwns, 382
iU A A Iv.

The fame fubject continued, - - 392

S E G T V.
Of Corruption, as it tends to Political Slavery, - 401

o E G 'L VI.
Of the Progrefs and Termnation of Defpotfin, - 419

E R-




ERRAT A.

Pag. 311. lin. 4. for a model read as a model,
Pag. 313. lin, ult, for genree/read gentil,




| e S A Y

O THE HISTORY orF

CIVIL SOCIETY.

SEERRR R R B b b 04 SR b b R R R SRR R R

PARTEIRST.

Of the General Charadteriftics of Hu-
man Nature.
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SECTION I
Of the queflion relatmg to the State of Nature.

ATURAL produftions are generally formed

by degrees. Vegetables grow from a tender

fhoot, and animals from an infant flate. The

latter being deftined to act, extend their ope-

rations as their powers increafe : they exhibit a progrefs
in what they perform, as well as in the faculties they ac-
quire. This progrefs in the cafe of man is continued
A to




2 Of the queftion relating to Partl.

to a greater extent than in that of any other animal. Not
only the individual advances from infancy to manhood,
bur the fpecies itfelf from rudenefs to civilization. Hence
the fuppofed departure of mankind from the ftate of their
nature; hence our conjeGtures and different opinions of
what man muft have been in the firft age of his being.
The poet, the hiftorian, and the moralift, frequently al-
lude to this ancient time; and under the emblems of
gold, or of iron, reprefent a condition, and a manner of
life, from which mankind have either degenerated, or on
which they have greatly improved. On either fuppofi-
tion, the firfk ftate of our nature muft have borne no
refemblance to what men have exhibited in any fubfe-
quent period; hiftorical monuments, even of the ear-
lieft date, are to be confidered as novelties; and the moft
common eftablifhments of human fociety are to be clafled
among the incroachments which fraud, oppreflion, or
a bufy invention, have made upon the reign of nature,
by which the chief of our grievances or bleflings were

equally with-held.

Anoxc the writers who have attempted to diftin-
zuith, in the human charadler, its original qualities, and
to point out the limits between nature and art, fome
have reprefented mankind in their firft condition, as
poffeffed of mere animal fenfibility, without any ex-
ercife of the faculties that render them fuperior to the
brutes, without any political union, without any means
of explaining their fentiments, and even without pof-
fefling any of the apprehenfions and paflions which the

voice




Seét. 1, the State of Nature. 9

voice and the gefture are fo well fitted to exprefs. O-
thers have made the ftate of nature to confilt in perpe-

tual wars, kindled by competition for dominion and

intereft, where every individual had a feparate quarrel
with his kind, and where the prefence of a fellow-crea-

ture was the fignal of battle.

TuE defire of laying the foundation of a favourite
fyftem, or a fond expectation, perhaps, that we may be
able to penetrate the fecrets of nature, to the very fource
of exiftence, have, on this fubjed, led to many fruitiefs
inquiries, and given rife to many wild fuppofitions. A-
mong the various qualities which mankind poflefs, we
feleét one or a few particulars on which to eftablifh a
theory, and in framing our account of what man was
in fome imaginary ftate of nature, we overlook what
he has always appeared within the reach of our own ob-
fervation, and in the records of hiftory.,

IN every other inftance, however, the natural hifto-
rian thinks himfelf obliged to colle¢t falls, not to offer
conjectures, When he treats of any particular {pecies of
animals, he fuppofes, that their prefent difpofitions and
inftinéts are the fame they originally had, and that their
prefent manner of life is a continuance of their firft de-
{tination. He admits, that his knowledge of the ma-
terial {fyftem of the world confifts in a colle®ion of
facls, or at moft, in general tenets derived from parti-
cular obfervations and experiments. It is only in what
relates to himfelf; and in matters the moft important,

Az and




4 Of the queftion relating to PartT.

and the moft eafily known, that he fubftitutes hypothefis
inflead of reality, and confounds the provinces of ima-
gination and reafon, of poetry and ftience,

BuT without entering any farther on queftions either
f I in moral or phyfical fubjeéts, relating to the manner or
§ - to the origin of our knowledge; without any difparagc-
ment to that fubtilty which would analyze every fenti-

ment, and trace every mode of being to its fource; it

may be fafely afirmed, That the chara@er of man, as

he now exifls, that the laws of this animal and intellec-

. tual {yftem, on which his happinefs now depends, de-
ferve our principal ftudy; and that general principles
Vi relating to this, or any other fubjeét, are ufeful only fo
far as they are founded on juft obfervation, and lead to
the knowledge of important confequences, or fo far as

they enable us to a&t with fuccefls when we would apply

AN e

cither the intelletual or the phyfical powers of nature,
to the great purpoles of human life.

Ir both the ecarlieft and the lateft accounts colleCted
from every quarter of the earth, reprefent mankind as
allembled in troops and companies ; and the individual al-

)
k4

ways joined by affetion to one party, while he is poflibly
oppofed to ancther; employed in the exercife of recollec-
tion and forefight; inclined to communicate his own
fentiments, and to be made acquainted with thofe of
others; thefe facls muft be admitted as the foundation
of all our reafoning relative to man. His mixed difpofi-
tion to friendf(hip or enmity, his reafon, his ufe of lan-

guage




Seft. 1. the State of Nature. g

guage and articulate founds, like the {fhape and the ercct
pofition of his body, are to be confidered as fo many at-
tributes of his nature : they are to be retained in his
defcription, as the wing and the paw are in that of the
eagle and the lion, and as different degrees of fiercenefs,
vigilance, timidity, or fpeed, are made to occupy a

place in the natural hiftory of different animals.

Ir the queltion be put, What the mind of man counld
perform, when left to itfelf, and without the aid of any
foreign direGtion? we are to look for our anfwer in the
hiftory of mankind. Particular experiments which have
been found fo ufeful in eftablithing the principles of o-
ther {ciences, could probably, on this fubjet, teach us
nothing important, or new: we are to take the hiftory
of every aive being from his condu in the fituation to
which he is formed, not from his appearance in any forced
or uncommon condition; a wild man therefore, canght
in the woods, where he had always lived apart from his
{pecies, is a fingular inftance, not a{pecim:n of any gene-
ral charater. As the anatomy of an eye which had never
received the impreflions of light, or that of an ear which
had never felt the impulfe of {founds, would probably ex-
hibit defecls in the very ftructure of the organs themfelves,
arifing from their not being applied to their proper func-
tions; fo any particular cafe of this fort would only fhew
in what degree the powers of apprehenfion and fentiment
could exift where they had not been employed, and what
would be the defects and imbecilities of a heart in which
the emotions that pertain to fociety had never been felt.

MANKIND
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6 Of the queflion relating to PartT.

MaxKIND are to be taken in groupes, as they have
always fubfifted. The hiftory of the individual is but a
detail of the fentiments and thoughts he has entertained
in the view of his fpecies: and every experiment relative
to this fubject thould be made with entire focieties, not
with fingle men. 'We have every reafon, however, to
believe, that in the cafe of fuch an experiment made, we
fhall fuppofe, with a colony of children tranfplanted
from the nurfery, and left to form a fociety apart, un-
taught, and undifciplined, we fhould only have the fame
things repeated, which, in fo many different parts of the
earth, have been tranfacted already. The members of
our little fociety would feed and fleep, would herd to-
gether and play, would have a language of their own,
would quarrel and divide, would be to one another
the moft important objeéts of the fcene, and, in the
ardour of their friendthips and competitions, would o-
verlook their perfonal danger, and fufpend the care
of their {elf-prefervation. Has not the human race been
planted like the colony in queftion! Who has directed
their courfe? whofe inftruétion have they heard: or
whofe example have they followed ?

NaTURE, therefore, we fhall prefume, having given
to every animal its mode of exiftence, its difpofitions
and manner of life, has dealt equally with thofe of the
human race ; and the natural hiflorian who would
collect the properties of this fpecies, may fill up every
article now, as well as he could have done in any former
age. Yet one property by which man is diftinguifhed,

has




Scét, 1. the State of Nalure. 7

has been fometimes overlooked in the account of his
nature, or has only ferved to miflead our attention. In
other claffes of animals, the individual advances from
infancy to age or maturity; and he attains, in the com-
pafs of a fingle life, to all the perfection his nature can
reach : but, in the human kind, the fpecies has a progrefs
as well as the individual; they build in every {fubfequent
age on foundations formerly laid; and, in a fucceflion
of years, tend to a perfection in the application of their
faculties, to which the aid of long experience is re-
quired, and to which many generations muit have
combined their endeavours. We obferve the progrefs they
have made; we diftin@ly enumerate many of its fteps;
we can trace them back to a diftant antiquity ; of which
no record remains, nor any monument is preferved, to
inform us what were the openings of this wonderful
fcene. 'The confequence is, that inftead of attending
to the charadter of our fpecies, where the particulars
are vouched by the fureft authority, we endeavour to
trace it through ages and {cenes unknown; and, in-
ftead of fuppofing that the beginning of our ftory
was nearly of a piece with the fequel, we think our-
felves warranted to rejeét every circumilance of our
prefent condition and frame, as adventitious, and foreign
to our nature. The progrefs of mankind from a fup-
pofed ftate of animal fenfibility, to the attainment of
reafon, to the ufe of language, and to the habit of fo-
ciety, has been accordingly painted with a force of
imagination, and its fleps have been marked with a
boldnefs of invention, that would tempt us to admit,

E",Il'l'dﬂg




8 Of the queftion relating to PartI.

among the materials of hiftory, the fuggeftions of fancy,
and to receive, perhaps, as the model of our nature in

its original ftate, fome of the animals whofe thape has
the greateft refemblance to ours *,

It would be ridiculous to affirm, as a difcovery, that
the fpecies of the horfe was probably never the fame
with that of the lion; yet, in oppofition to what has
dropped from the pens of eminent writers, we are ob-
liged to obferve, that men have always appeared a-
mong animals a diftinét and a fuperior race; that nei-
ther the pofleflion of fimilar organs, nor the approxi-
mation of fhape, nor the ufe of the hand +, nor the
continued ' intercourfe with this fovereign artift, has
enabled any other fpecies to blend their nature or theip
inventions with his ; that in his rudeft ftate, he is found
to be above them; and in his greateft degeneracy, ne-
ver defcends to their level. He is, in thort, a man in
every condition; and we can learn nothing of his na-
ture from the analogy of other animals. If we would
know him, we muft attend to himfelf, to the courfe
of his life, and the tenor of his condu@®. With him
the fociety appears to be as old as the individual, and
the ufe of the tongue as univerfal as that of the hand
or the foot. If there was a time in which he had his
acquaintance with his own {pecies to make, and his
faculties to acquire, it is a time of which we have no

¥ Rouffean fur Porigine de I inegalité Parmi les hommes,
+ Traité de I’ efprit,

record,




Sect. 1. the State of Nature. 0

record, and in relation to which our opinions can ferve
no purpofe, and are fupported by no evidence.

WE are often tempted into thefe boundlefs regions
of ignorance or conjeCture, by a fancy which delights
in creating rather than in merely retaining the forms
which are prefented before it: we are the dupes of a
fubtilty, which promifes to fupply every defeét of our
knowledge, and, by filling up a few blanks in the flory
of nature, pretends to conduét our apprehenfion nearer
to the fource of exiftence. On the credit of a few ob-
fervations, we are apt to prefume, that the fecret may
foon be laid open, and that what is termed =vifdom
in nature, may be referred to the operation of phy-
fical powers. 'We forget that phyfical powers, employ-
ed in fucceflion, and combined to a falutary purpofe, con-
ftitute thofe very proofs of defign from which we infer
the exiftence of God; and that this truth being once
admitted, we are no longer to fearch for the fource of
exiftence; we can only colle® the laws which the au-
thor of nature has eflablithed; and in our lateft as
well as our earlieft difcoveries, only come to" perceive a
mode of creation or providence before unknown.

WE fpeak of art as diftinguithed from nature; but
art itfelf is natural to man. He is in fome meafure
the aruficer of his own frame, as well as his fortune,
and is deflined, from the firlt age of his being, to in-
vent and contrive.  He applies the {fame talents to a va-
riety of purpofes, and acts nearly the fame part in very

B diffcrent
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10 Of the queftion relating to Part1.

different fcenes. He wonld be always improving on his
{fubje@®, and he carries this intention where-ever he
moves, throungh the fireets of the populous city, or the
wilds of the foreft. Wlhile he appears equally fitted to
every condition, he is upon this account unable to fettle
in any. At once obftinate and fickle, he complains of
innovations, and is never fated with novelty, He is per-
petually bufied in reformations, and is continually wed-
ded to his errors. If he dwell in a cave, he would improve
it into a cottage ; if he has already built, he would {till
build to a greater extent. But he does not propofe to
make rapid and hafty tranfitions ; his fteps are progref-
five and flow; and his force, like the power of a {pring,
filently prefles on every refiftance; an effect is fometimes
produced before the caufe is perceived ; and with all his
talent for projes, his work is often accomplifhed before
the plan is devifed. It appears, perhaps, equally difli-
cult to retard or to quicken his pace; if the projector
complain he is tardy, the moralift thinks him un-
ftable ; and whether his motions be rapid or flow, the
{cenes of human affairs perpetually change in his ma-
nagement : his emblem is a pafling ftream, not a flag-
nating pool. We may defire to dire&t his love of im-
provement to its proper object, we may with for ftabi-
lity of conduét; but we miftake human nature, if we
with for a termination of labour, or a {cene of repofe.

THE occupations of men, in every condition, befpeak
their freedom of choice, their various opinions, and the
multiplicity of wants by which they are urged: but they

enjoy,




Sect. 1. the State of Nature. 11

enjoy, or endure, with a fenfibility, or a phlegm, which
are nearly the fame in every fitnation. They poliefs the
fhores of the Cafpian, or the Atlantic, by a different te-
nure, but with equal eafe. On the one they are fixed to
the foil, and {eem to be formed for {ettlement, and the
accommodation of cities: The names they beftow on a
nation, and on its territory, are the fame. On the other
they are mere animals of paflage, prepared to roam on
the face of the earth, and with their herds, in fearch of
new pafture and favourable feafons, to follow the fun in

his annual courfe.

Manx finds his lodgment alike in the cave, the cottage,
and the palace; and his fubfiftence equally in the woods,
in the dairy, or the farm. He a{flumes the diftinétion of
titles, equipage, and drefs ; he devifes regular fyftems of
government, and a complicated body of laws: or, naked
in the woods, has no badge of fuperiority butthe ftrength
of his limbs and the fagacity of his mind; no rule of
conduct but choice ; no tie with his fellow-creatures but
affection, the love of company, and the defire of fafety.
Capable of a great variety of arts, yet dependent on none
in particular for the prefervation of his being ; to what-
ever length he has carried his artifice, there he feems to
enjoy the conveniencies that fuit his nature, and to have
found the condition to which he is deftined. The tree
which an American, on the banks of the Oroonoko ¥,
has chofen to climb for the retreat, and the lodgement
of his family, is to him a convenient dwelling. The

# Lafitau meeurs des fauvages.

B2 {opha,
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12 Of the queftion relating to PartI.

fopha, the vaulted dome, and the colonade, do not more
effectually content their native inhabitant.

Ir we are afked therefore, Where the ftate of na-
ture is to be found’? we may anfwer, Itis here; and
1t matters not whether we are underftood to fpeak in the
iland of Great Britain, at the Cape of Good Hope, or
the Straits of Magellan. While this a@ive being is in
the train of employing his talents, and of operating on
the fubjeés around him, all fitnations are equally natu-
ral. If we are told, That vice, zt lealt, is contrary to
nature; we may anfwer, It is worfe; it is folly and
wretchednefs.  But if nature is only oppofed to art, in
whar fituation of the human race are the footiteps of art
unknown?! In the condition of the favage. as well as in
that of the citizen, are many proofs of human invention ;
and in either is not any permanent ftation, bur a mere
ftage through which this travelling being is deftined to
pafs. If the palace be unnatural, the cottage 1s fo no lefs ;
and the higheft refinements of political and moral appre-
henfion, are not more artificial in their kind, than the
firft operations of fentiment and reafon.

[r we admit that man is fufceptible of improvement,
and has in himf{elf a principle of progrefiion, and a defire
of perfection, it appears improper to fay, that he has
quitted the ftate of his nature, when he has begun to
proceed ; or that he finds a ftation for which he was not
intended, while, like other animals, he only follows the

difpofition,




Sect. 1. the State of Nature. 13

difpofition, and employs the powers that nature has
given.

Tue lateft efforts of human invention are but a con-
tinuation of certain devices which were practifed in the
earlicft ages of the world, and in the rudefl ftate of man-
kind. What the favage proje@s, or obferves, in the fo-
reft, are the fteps which led nations, more advanced,
from the architeture of the cottage to that of the palace,
and condu@ed the human mind from the perceptions of
fenfe, to the general conclufions of {cience.

AckNoWLEDGED defe@s are to man in every condi-
tion matter of diflike. Ignorance and imbecility are ob-
jeéts of contempt: penetration and conduct give emi-
nence, and procure efteem. Whither fhould his feelings
and apprehenfions on thefe fubjects lead him? To a pro-
grefs, no doubt, in which the favage, as well as the phi-
lofopher, is engaged; in which they have made different
advances, but in which their ends are the fame. The
admiration Cicero entertained for literature, eloquence,
and civil accomplifhments, was not more real than that
of a Scythian for fuch a meafure of fimilar endow-
ments as his own apprehenfion could reach. * Werel to
“ boaft,” fays a Tartar prince ¥, “1t would be of that
¢ wifdom I have received from God. For as, onthe one
“ hand, I yield to none in the conduét of war, 1n the
“ difpofition of armies, whether of horfe or of foot, and

* Abulgaze Bahadur Chan.; Hiftory of the Tartars,
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' 1]

in directing the movements of great or {mall bodies ;
“ {o, on the other, I have my talent in writing, in-
ferior perhaps only to thofe who inhabit the great ci-
ties of Perfia or India. Of other nations, unknown to
me, I do not {peak.”

MaN may miftake the objeés of his purfuit; he may
mifapply his induitry, and mifplace his improvements,
If under a fenfe of fuch 1 poffible errors, he would find a
ftandard by which to judge of his own proceedings, and
arrive at the beft ftate of his nature, he cannot find it
perhaps in the practice of any individual, or of any na-
i tion whatever ; not even in the fenfe of the majority,
or the prevailing opinion of his kind. He muft look for
it in the beft conceptions of his underftanding, in the
beft movements of his heart; he muft thence difcover
what is the perfeGtion and the happinefs of which he is
capable. He will find, on the fcrutiny, that the proper
ftate of his nature, taken in this fenfe, is not a condition
from which maand are for ever removed, but one to
which they may now attain ; not prior to the exercife of
their faculties, but procured by their juft application.

Or all the terms that we employ in treating of hu-
man affairs, thofe of natural and wnnatural are the leafl
determinate in their meaning. Oppofed to afleCtation,
frowardnefs, or any other defe@ of the temper or cln-
racter, the natural is an epithet of praife; but employed
to fpecify a conduét which proceeds from the nature of
- man, can ferve to diftinguifh nothing: for all the ac-

tions




Sect. 1. the State of Nature. I

tions of men are equally the refult of their nature. At
moft, this language can only refer to the general and
prevailing fenfe or practice of mankind; and the pur-
pofe of every important inquiry on this fubjet may be
ferved by the ufe of a language equally familiar and
more precife. What is jufl, or unjuft? What is happy,
or wretched, in the manners of men? What, in their va-
rious fituations, is favourable or adverfe to their amiable
qualities? are queftions to which we may expect a fatil-
factory anfwer; and whatever may have been the ori-
ginal ftate of our fpecies, it is of more importance to
know the condition to which we ourfelves {hould afpire,

than that which our anceftors may be fuppofed to have
left.

5 Ny TN e .

Of the principles of Self-prefervation.

EF in human nature there are qualities by which it
is diftinguifhed from every other part of the animal
creation, men are themfelves in different climates and in
different ages greatly diverfified. So far as we are able
to account for this diverfity on principles either moral
or phyfical, we perform a tafk of great curiofity or fig-
nal utility. It appears neceflary, however, that we at-
tend to the univerfal qualities of our nature, before we
regard its varieties, or attempt to explain diflerences con-

(fting
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16 Of the principles PartT.

fiting in the unequal pofieflion or application of dif; po-
fitions and powers thar are in fome meafure common to
all mankind.

Man, like the other animals, has certain inflin@ive
propenfities, which, prior to the perception of pleafure
or pain, and prior to the experience of what is perni-
cious or ufeful, lead him to perform many funions of
nature relative to himfelf and to his fellow-creatures.
He has one fet of difpofitions which refer to his animal
prefervation, and to the continuance of his race; ano-
ther which lead to fociety, and by inlifting him on the
fide of one tribe or community, frequently engage him
in war and contention with the reft of mankind. His
powers of difcernment, or his intelle@ual faculties,
which, under the appellation of reafon, are d:l’uurm:fhr_d
from the analogous endowments of other animals, refer
to the objects around him, either as they are fubjes of
mere knowledge, or as they are fubjects of approbation
or cenfure.  He is formed not only to know, but like-
wife to admire and to contemn ; and thefe proceedings of
his mind have a principal reference to his own character,
and to that of his fellow-creatures, as being the fubjects
on which he is chiefly concerned to (!]{'Lll'l:“lll”] what is
rightfrom what is wrong. He enjoys his felicity likewife
on certain fixed and determinate conditions ; and cither as
anindividual apart, or as a member of civil fociety, muft
take a particular courfe in order to reap the advantages
of his nature. He i, withal, in a very high degree
fufceptible of habits; and can, by forbearance or exer-

cife,
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cife, fo far weaken, confirm, or even diverfify his ta-
lents, and his difpofitions, as to appear, in a great mea-
fure, the arbiter of his own rank in nature, and the au-
thor of all the varieties which are exhibited in the actual
hiftory of his fpecies. 'The univerfal charateriftics, in
the mean time, to which we have now referred, muft,
when we would treat of any part of this hiftory, confti-
tute the firft fubject of our attention; and they require
not only to be enumerated, but to be diftinétly confi-
dered.

THE difpofitions which refer to the prefervation of
the individual, while they continue to operate in the
manner of inflinéive defires, are nearly the fame in man
that they are in the other animals: but in him they are
fooner or later combined with reflection and forefight;
they give rife to his apprehenfions on the fubjeét of pro-
perty, and make him acquainted with that objet of
care which he calls his intereft. Without the inftinéts
which teach the beaver and the {quirrel, the ant and the
bee, to make up their little hoards for winter, ar firft
improvident, and, where no immediate objec of pailion
15 near, addi@ed to floth, he becomes, in procefs of
time, the great ftoremafter among animals. He finds in
a provifion of wealth, which he is probably never to
employ, an object of his greateft folicitude, and the prin-
cipal idol of his mind. He apprehends a relarion be-
tween his perfon and his property, which renders what
he calls his own in a manner a part of himfelf, a confti-
tuent of his rank, his condition, and his chara&er, in

C which,
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which, independent of any real enjoyment, he may be
fortunate or unhappy; and, independent of any per-
fonal merit, he may be an object of cenfideration or ne-
gle@t; and in which he may be wounded and injured,
while his perfon is fafe, and every want of his mnarure
completely fupplied.

IN thefe apprehenfions, while other paflions only ope-
rate occalionally, the interefted find the objeét of their
ordinary cares; their motive to the pracice of mechanic
and commercial arts ; their temptation to trefpafs on the
laws of juftice ; and, when extremely corrupted, the
price of their proftitutions, and the ftandard of their
opinions on the fubject of good and of evil. Under this
influence, they would enter, if not reftrained by the laws
of civil {ociety, on a {cene of violence or meannefs, which
would exhibit our fpecies, by turns, under an afpect
more terrible and odious, or more vile and contemptible,
than that of any animal which inherits the earth.

ArTHoUGH the confideration of intereft is founded
on the experience of animal wants and defires, its objec
is not to gratify any particular appetite, but to fecure
the means of gratifying all; and it impofes frequently a
reftraint on the very defires from which it arofe, more
powerful and more fevere than thofe of religion or du-
ty. It ariles from the principles of felf-prefervation in
the human frame; butis a corruption, or at leaft a par-
tial refult, of chofe principles, and is upon many accounts
very improperly termed /jelf~love,

love
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LovE is an affe¢tion which carries the attention of the
mind beyond itfelf, and has a quality, which we call fx-
dernefs, that never can accompany the confiderations of
intereft. This affe&ion being a complacency and a con-
tinued fatisfaction in its obje, independent of any exter-
nal event, it has, in the midft of difappointment and
forrow, pleafures and triumphs unknown to thofe whe
a@ without any regard to their fellow-creatures ; and in
every change of condition, ‘it continues entirely diftinct
from the fentiments which we feel on the fubject of per-
fonal fuccefs or adverfity. But as the care a man enter-
tains for his own intereft, and the attention his affection
makes him pay to that of another, may have fimilar ef-
fects, the one on his own fortune, the other on that of
his friend, we confound the principles from which he
as; we fuppofe that they are the fame in kind, only
referred to different objedts; and we not only mifapply
the name of love, in conjunétion with felf, but, in a
manner tending to degrade our nature, we limit the aim
of this fuppofed felfith affeCtion to the fecuring or accu-
mulating the conflituents of intereft, or the means of
mere animal life.

IT is fomewhat remarkable, that notwithftanding men
value themfelves fo much on gualities of rhe mind, on
parts, learning and wit, on courage, generofity, and ho-
nour, thofe men are ftill fuppofed to be in the higheft
degree {elfifh or attentive to themfelves, who are moft
careful of animal life, and who are leaft mindful of ren-
dering that life an object worthy of care. It will be dif-

Gz ficult,
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ficult, however, to tell why a good underftanding, a re-
{olute and generous mind, fhould not, by every man in
his fenfes, be reckoned as much parts of himfelf, as ei-
ther his {tomach or his palate, and much more than his
eftate or his drefs. The epicure, who confults his phyfi-
cian, how he may reftore his relifh for food, and by crea-
ting an appetite, may increafe the means of enjoyment,
might at leaft with an equal regard to himf:If, confult
how he might ftrengthen his affe@ion to a parent or a
child, to his country or to mankind ; and it is probable
that an appetite of this fort would prove a fource of en-
joyment not lefs than the former.

By our fuppofed felfith maxims, notwithftanding, we
generally exclude from among the obje@s of our perfonal
cares, many of the happier and more refpetable quali-
ties of human nature. We confider affe®ion and cou-
rage as mere follies, that lead us to negle® or expofe:
ourfelves ; we make wifdom confift in a regard to our
intereft ; and without explaining what intereft means,
we would have it underftood as the only reafonable mo-
tive of action with mankind. There is even a fyftem of
philofophy founded upon tenets of this fort, and fuch is
our opinion of what men are likely to do upon felfith
principles, that we think it muft have a tendency very
dangerous to virtue. But the errors of this fyftem do
not confift fo much in general principles, as in their par-
ticular applications ; nor fo much in teaching men to re-
gard themfelves, asin leading them to forget that their
happieft affections, their candour, and their indepen-

dence
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dence of mind, are in reality parts of themfelves. And
the adverfaries of this {uppofed felfith philofophy, where
it makes felf-love the ruling paflion with mankind, have
had reafon to find fault, not fo much with its general re-
prefentations of human nature, as with the ebtrufion of
a mere innovation in language for a diftovery in {cience.

WHEN the vulgar {peak of their different motives,
they are fatisfied wirth ordinary names, which refer to
known and obvious diftincions. Of this kind are the
terms benevolence and Jelfifbnefs, by which they exprefs
their defire of the welfare of others, or the care of their
own. The fpeculative are not always fatisfied with this
proceeding ; they would analyze, as well as enumerate
the principles of nature; and the chance is, that, merely
to gain the appearance of {omething new, without any
profpe of real advantage, they will difturb the order
of vulgar apprehenfion. In the cafe before us, they have
actually found, that benevolence is no more than a fpe-
cies of {elf-love; and would oblige us, if poflible, to look
out for a new fet of words, by which we may diftinguifh
the {elfithnefs of the parent when he takes care of his
child, from his {elfifhne(s when he only takes care of
himfelf. For according to this philofophy, as in beth
cafes he only means to gratify a defire of his ewn, ke is
in both cafes equally felfith. The term Jemcvolent, in the
mean time, is not employed to chara@erife perfons who
have no defires of their own, but perfons whofe own de
fires prompt them to procure the welfare of others. The
fact is, that we fhould need only a frefh fupply of lan-

or -
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guage, inftead of that which by this eeming difcovery
we {hould have loft, in order to make the reafonings of
men proceed as they formerly did. But it is certainly
impoffible to live and to a@ with men, without employ-
ing different names to diftinguith the humane from the
cruel, and the benevolent from the felffh.

THESE terms have their equivalents in every tongue ;
they. were invented by men of no refinement, who only
meant to exprefls what they diftinély perceived or {trong-
ly felt. Andifa man of fpeculation {hould prove that
we are felfith in a fenfe of his own, it does not follow
that weare fo in the fenfe of the vulgar; or, as ordinary
men would underftand his conclufion, that we are con-
demned in every inftance to a& on motives of interefl,
covetoufnefs, pufillanimity, and cowardice; for fuch is
conceived to be the ordinary import of felfithnefs in the
charader of man,

Ax affedtion or paffion of any kind is fometimes faid
to give us an intereft in its obje ; and humaniry itfelf
gives an intereft in the welfare of mankind. This term
anterefl, which commonly implies little more than our re-
gard to property, is fometimes put for utility in general,
and this for happinefs ; infomuch thar, under thefe am-
biguities, it is not furprifing we are ftill unable to deter-
mine, whether intereft is the only motive of human aétion,
and the ftandard by which to diftinguifh our good from
our ill.

S0




Lol

Sedt. 2. of Self-prefervation. 2

So much is faid in this place, not from any defire to
have a fhare in any controver{y of this fort, but merely
to confine the meaning of the term intereft to its mofk
common acceptation, and to intimate our intention of
employing it in exprefling thofe obje@s of care which
refer to our external condition, and the prefervation of
our animal nature. When taken in this fenfe, it will
not {urely be thought to comprehend at once all the mo-
tives of human condu@. If men be not allowed to have
difinterefted benevolence, they will not be denied to have
difinterefted paflions of another kind. Hatred, indigna-
tion, and rage, frequently urge them to act in oppofition
to their known intereft, and even to hazard their lives,
without any hopes of compenfation in any future returns
of preferment or profit.

S Eil:Go T 111,

Of the principles of Union among Mankind.

R Anginp have always wandered or fettled, agreed

or quarrelled, in troops and companies. The
caufe of their affembling, whatever it be, is the prinei-
ple of their alliance or union.

In colle@ing the materials of hiftory, we are fcldom
willing to put up with cur fubject merely as we find it
We are loth to be embarrafled with a multiplicity of par-

ticulars,
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ticulars, and apparent inconfiftencies. In theory we

profefs the inveftigation of general principles; and

in order to bring the matter of our inquiries within the

reach of our comprehenfion, are difpofed to-adopt any

{yltem. Thus, in treating of human aflairs, we would

I draw every confequence from a principle of union, or a

it principle of diffenfion. The ftate of nature is a ftate of

war or of amity, and men are made to unite from a

principle of affe&ion, or from a principle of fear, as is

moft fuitable to the fyftem of different writers. ‘The hi-

ftory of our fpecies-indeed abundantly fhews, that they

are to one another mutual objeéts both of fear and of

L4 love ; and they who would prove them to have been ori-

ginally either in a ftate of alliance, or of war, have ar-

guments in flore to maintain their affertions. Our at-

tachment to one divifion, or to one fe@, feems often to

derive much of its force from an animofity conceived to

an oppofite one : and this animofiry in its turn, as often

arifes from a zeal in behalf of the fide we efpoufe, and
from a defire to vindicate the rights of our party.

“ MaN is born in fociety,” fays Montefquien, * and

“ there he remains.” The charms that detain him are
known to be manifold. We may reckon the parental af-
fection, which, inftead of deferting the adult, as among
the brutes, embraces more clofe, as it becomes mixed with
efteem, and the memory of its early effe@s; together
with a propenfity common to man and other animals,
to mix with the herd, and, without refle@ion, to follow
the croud of his fpecies. What this propenfity was in
the
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the firlt moment of its operation, we know not ; but with
men accuftomed to company, its enjoyments and difap-
pointments are reckoned among the principal pleafures
or pains of human life. Sadnefs and melancholy are
connected with {folitude; gl;\.dz‘.-cfﬁ and pleafure with
the concourfe of men. The track of a Laplander on the
fnowy fhore, gives joy to the lonely mariner ; and the
mute figns of cordiality and kindnefs which are made
to him, awaken the memory of pleafures which he felt in
fociety. In fine, fays the writer of a voyage to the north,
after defcribing a mute fcene of this fort, * We were ex-
“ tremely pleafed to converfe with men, fince in thirteen
But we
need no remote obfervation to confirm this pofition: The

[ 14 "

months we had feen no human creature #,

wailings of the infant, and the languors of the adulr,
when alone'; the lively joys of the one, and the chear-
fulnefs of the other, upon the return of company, are
a {ufficient proof of its folid foundations in the frame of
our nature,

In accounting for ations we often forget that we our-
felves have aéted ; and inftead of the fentiments which
ftimulate the mind in the prefence of its obje®, we aft
fign as the motives of condué@ with men, thofe confide-
rations which occur in the hours of retiremeni and cold
refletion. In this mood frequently we can find nothing
important, belides the deliberate profpecls of intereft ;

and a great work, like that of forming fociety, muft in
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our apprehenfion arife from deep refleGtions, and be car-
ried on with a view to the advantages which mankind
derive from commerce and mutual fupport. But neither
a propenflity to mix with the herd, nor the fenfe of ad-
vautages enjoyed in that condition, comprehend all the
principles by which men are united together. Thofe
bands are even ot a feeble texture, when compared to the
refolute ardour with which a man adheres to his friend,
or to his tribe, after they have for fome time run the
career of fortune together. Mutual difcoveries of ge-
nerofity, joint trials of fortitude, redouble the ar-
dours of friendthip, and kindle a flame in the human
breaft, which the confiderations of perfonal intereft or
fafety cannot fupprefs. The moft lively tranfports of
joy are feen, and the loudeft thricks of defpair are heard,
when the obje&s of a tender affection are beheld in a
ftate of triumph or of fuffering. An Indian recovered
his friend unexpectedly on the ifland of Juan Fernandes:
He proflrated himfelf on the ground, at his feet: “ We
“ ftood gazing in filence,” fays Dampier, ‘ at this ten-
“ der feene.” If we would know what is the religion of
a wild American, what it is n his heart that moft re-
fembles devotion : it is not his fear of the forcerer, nor
his hope of protection from the fpirits of the air or the
wood ; it is the ardent affe@ion with which he feledts
and embraces his fiiend 5 with which he clings to his
fide in every feafon of peril ; and with which he invokes
his fpirit from a diftance, when dangers furprife him a-
lone *. Whatever pruofs we may have of the focial dif~
* Charleveix ; Hifl, of Canada.

pofition
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pofition of man in familiar and contiguous fcenes, it is
poflibly of importance, to draw our obfervations from
the examples of men who live in the fimplefl condirion,
and who have not learned to affect what they do not ac-
tually feel.

MERE acquaintance and habitude nourifth affection,
and the experience of fociety brings every paflion of the
human mind upon its fide. Its trinmphs and profperi-
ties, its calamities and diftrefles, bring a variety and a
force of emotion, which can only have place in the com-
pany of our fellow-creatures. It is here that a man is
made to forger his weaknefs, his cares of fafety, and his
fubfiftence ; and to aé@ from thofe paffions which malke
him difcover his force. It is here he finds that his ar-
rows fly {wifter than the eagle, and his weapons wound
deeper than the paw of the lion, or the tooth of the boar.
It 1s not alone his {fenfe of a fupport which is near, nor
the love of diflinction in the opinion of his tribe, that
inipire his courage, or {well his heart with a confidence
thatexceeds what his natural force fhould beftow. V. he-
ment paflions of animofity or attachment are the firft ex-
ertions of vigour in his breaft ; under their influ: nce, every
confideration, but that of his objed, is forgotten ; dan-
gers and difficulties only excite him the more.

THaT condition 15 {urely favourable to the nature of
any being, in which his force is increafed ; and if
be the gift of fociety to man, we have reafon to confic
his union with his {pecies as the nobleft part of his for-

D2 tune.
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tune. From this fource are derived, not only the force,
but the very exiltence of his happieflt emotions ; not only
the better part, but almoft the whole of his rational cha-
racter. Send him to the defert alone, he is a plant torn
from its roots: ‘the form indeed may remain, but every
faculty droops and withers; the human perfonage and
the human characer ceafe to exift.

MEn are fo far from valuing fociety on account of
its mere external conveniencies, that they are common-
ly moft attached where thofe conveniencies are leaft
frequent; and are there moft faithful, where the tribute
of their allegiance is paid in blood. Affe@tion ope-
rates with the greateft force, where it meets with the
greatelt difficulties: In the breaft of the parent, it is
moft {olicitous amidft the dangers and diftrefles of the
child: In the breaft of a man, its flame redoubles
where the wrongs or fufferings of his friend, or his
country, require his aid. It is, in fhort, from this prin-
ciple alone that we can account for the obftinate at-
tachment of a favage to his unfettled and defencelefs
tribe, when temptations on the fide of eafe and of fafe-
ty might induce him to fly from famine and danger, to
a flation more affluent, and more fecure. Hence the
fanguine affe¢tion which every Greek bore to his coun-
try, and hence the devoted patriotifm of an early Ro-
man, Let thefe examples be compared with the fpirit
which reipns in a commercial ftate, where men may be
fuppofed to have cxyerienced, in its full extent, the in-
tercit which individuals have in the prefervation of their

country,
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country. Itis here indeed, if ever, that man is fome-
times found a detached and a folitary being : he has found
an obje which fets him in competition with his fellow-
creatures, and he deals with them as he does with his
cattle and his foil, for the fake of the profits they bring.
The mighty engine which we fuppofe to have formed
fociety, only tends to fet its members at variance, or to
continue their intercourfe after the bands of affection are

broken.
S nE i Ghyls V.
Of the principles of War and Diffenfion.
L HEeRrFE are fome circumftances in the lot of man-
4 . ¥
: kind,” fays Socrates, ‘ that {thew them to he de-

¢ ftined to friendthip and amity: Thofe are, their murual
“ need of one another ; their mutual compaflion; ther
“ fenfe of mutual benefits; and the pleafures arifing in
company. There are other circumftances which
“ prompt them to war and diffenfion ; the admiration
“ and the defire which they entertain for the fame fub-
“ jeds ; their oppofite pretenfions; and the provocations
“ which they mutnally offer in the courfe of their com-

PCIiTiUHb.”

WrEN we endeavour to apply the maxims of natural
juftice to the folution of difficulr queftions, we find that
fome cafes may be fuppofed, and actually happen, where

oppofiticns
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oppofitions take place, and are lawtul, prior to any
provocation, or act of injuftice ; that where the {afety
and prefervation of numbers are mutually inconfiftent,
onc party may employ his right of defence, before the
other has begun an atiack. And when we join with
o | il fuch examples, the inftances of miltake, and mifunder-

! | {tanding, to which mankind are expofed, we may be
fatisfied that war does not always proceed from an in-
tention to injure ;- and that even the beft qualities of
men, their candour, as well as their refolution, may o-
perate in the mid{t of their quarrels.

THERE is ftill more to be obferved on this fubject.

' Mankind not only find in their condition the fources of
i variance and diffenfion ; they appear to have in thejr
minds the feeds of animofity, and to embrace the occa-
fions of mutual oppofition, with alacrity and pleafure,

In the moft pacific fituation there are few who have not

their enemies, as well as their friends ; and who are not

pleafed with oppofing the proceedings of one, as mucl

as with favouring the dcﬁgns of another. Small and

fimple tribes, who in their domeftic fociety have the

firmeft union, are in their ftate of oppofition as {eparate

nations, frequently animated with the moflt implacable

hatred. Among the citizens of Rome, in the early ages

(i of that republic, the name of a foreigner, and that of an
enemy, were the fame. Among the Greeks, the name of

Barbarian, under which that people comprehended every

nation that was of a race, and fpoke a language, different

| from their own, became a term of indi fcriminate contempt

and
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|
and averfion. Even where no particular claim to fuperi-
ority is formed, the repugnance to union, the frequent
wars, or rather the perpetual hoflilities, which take
place among rude nations and feparate clans, difcover
how much our fpecies is difpofed to oppofition, as well
as to concert.

LaTe difcoveries have brought us to the knowledge
of almoft every firuation in which mankind are placed.
We have found them {pread over large and extenfive con-
tinents, where communications are open, and where na-
tional confederacy might be eafily formed. We have
found them in narrower diftriés, circumfcribed by
mountains, great rivers, and arms of the fea, They have
been found in finall and remote iflands, where the inha-
bitants might be eafily affembled, and derive an advan-
tage from their union. Bur in all thofe firuations, alike,
they were broke into cantons, and affe@ed a ditin@ion
of name and community. The titles of felloww-citizen
and countryman, unoppofed to thofe of alien and foreygner,
to which they refer, would fall into difufe, and lofe their
meaning. We love individuals on account of perfonal
qualigies ; but we love our country, asit is a party in
the divifions of mankind; and our zeal for its intereft,

is a predilection in behalf of the fide we maintain.

In the ;‘rm‘l\.lﬁ‘.tmi'.s concourfe of men, it is {ufficient

that we have an opportunity of fele@ting our company.

- E e i
\.'1.-'1-_‘ turn away from thofe who do not ENEAfre Ns and we

ix our refort where the foclety 15 more to our mind.
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We are fond of diftinétions ; we place ourfelves in oppo-
fition, and quarrel uoder the denominations of fadion
and party, without any material fubje& of controverly.
Averfion, like affection, is foltered by a continued direc-
tion to its particular obje@. Separation and eflrange-
ment, as well as oppofition, widen a breach which did
not owe its beginnings to any offence. And it would
{eem, that till we have reduced mankind to the flate of
a family, or found fome external confideration to main-
tain their connection in greater numbers, they will be
for ever feparated into bands, and form a plurality of
nations,

TuEe fenfe of a common danger, and the aflaults of
an enemy, have been frequently ufeful to nations, by
uniting their members more firmly together, and by
preventing the feceflions and a&ual feparations in which
their civil difcord might otherwife terminate. And this
motive to union which is offered from abroad, may be
neceflary, not only in the cafe of large and extenfive na-
tions, where coalitions are weakened by diftance, and
the diftin&ion of provincial names; but even in the nar-
row fociety of the fmalleft ftates. Rome itfelf was found-
ed by a fmall party, which took its flight from Alba;
her citizens were often in danger of feparating ; and if
the villages and cantons of the Volfci had been further
removed from the fcene of their diffenfions, the Mons Sa-
cer might have received a new colony before the mother-
country was ripe for fuch a difcharge. She continued
long to fecl the quarrels of her nobles and her people ;

and
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1e gates of Janus were frequently opened, to re-

mind her inhabitants of the duties they owed to their

Ir focieties, as well as individuals, be charged with

the care of their own prefervation, and if in both we ap-
--.cj".,rm a feparation of intereft, which may give rife to
_.c-~1cmlw: and competitions, we cannot be iuli,nlul to

ind hoftilities arife from this fource. But were there no
angry paflions of a different fort, the animofities which
attend an oppofition of intereft, thould bear a propor-
tion to the fhppn[{:ti value of the fubje®. * The Hotten-

“ tot nations,” fays Kolben, “ trefpafs on one another
“ by thefts of cattle and of women ; but {fuch injuries
“ are feldom commuitted, except with a view to exafpe-
14

rate their neighbours, and hrmfr them to a war.”
Such depredations then are not the foundation of a war,
but the efleéls of a hoftile intention alre ady conceived.
The nations of North America, who have no herds to

preferve, nor fettlements to defend, are yet engaged in

almoft perpetual wars, for which they can aflign no rea-
fon, but the point of honour, and a defire to con-
tinue the flruggle their
not regard the fpoils of an

1 R e e e e | =
who has feized any booty, ea

k]

perfon who comes in his way #
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BuT we need not crofs the Adantic to find proofs of
ammofity, and to obferve, in the collifion of {eparate
focieties, the influence of angry paflions, that do not
arife from an oppofition of intereft. Juman nature
has no part of its chara&er, of which more flagrant
examples are given on this fide of the globe. What
is it that ftirs in the breafts of ordinary men when
the enemies of their country are named ! Whence are the
prejudices that fubfilt between different provinces, can-
tons, and villages, of the fame empire and territory ?
‘What is it that excites one half of the nations of Europe
againft the other? The ftatefinan may explain his con-
duct on motives of national jealoufy and caution, but the
people have diflikes and antipathies, for which they can-
not account. Their mutual reproaches of perfidy and
injuftice, like the Hottentot depredations, are but fymp-
toms of an animofity, and the language of a hoftile dif~
pofition, already conceived. The charge of cowardice
and pufillanimity, qualities which the interefted and cau-
tious enemy fhould, of all others, like beft to find in his
rival, 1s urged with averfion, and made the ground of
diflike. Hear the peafants on different fides of the Alps,
and the Pyrences, the Rhine, or the Britifth channel, give
vent to their prejudices and national paflions; it is a-
mong them that we find the materials of war and diflen-
fion laid without the dire@ion of government, and fparks
ready to kindle into a flame, which the ftatefman is fre-
quently difpofed to extinguifh. The fire will not always
catch where his reafons of ftate would dire@, nor {top
where the concurrence of intereft has praduced an alli-

4ancCce,
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“ would

ance. “ My Father,” faid a Spanifh peafant,
“ pife from his grave, if he could forefee a war with
“ France.” What intereft had he, or the bones of his
father, in the quarrels of princes’

THESE obfervations feem to arraign our {pecies, and
to give an unfavourable picure of mankind; and yet
the particulars we have mentioned are confiftent with the
moft amiable qualities of our nature, and often furnith a
{cene for the exercife of our greateft abilities. They are
{entiments of generofity and felf-denial that animate the
warrior in defence of his country; and they are dif-
pofitions moft favourable to mankind, that become the
principles of apparent hoftility to men. Every animal is
made to delight in the exercife of his natural talents and
forces : The lion and the tyger fport with the paw ; the
horfe delights to commit his mane to the wind, and for-
gets his pafture to try his fpeed in the field ; the bull
even before his brow is armed, and the lamb while yet
an emblem of innocence, have a difpofition to ftrike with
the forehead, and anticipate, in play, the confli@ts
Man too is difpofed to
oppofition, and to employ the forces of his nature a-
gainft an equal antagonift ; he loves to bring his reafon,

151
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his eloquence, his courage, even his -bodily {trength

, 10
the proof. His {ports are frequently an image of war;
{weat and blood are freely expended in play; and frac-
tures or death are often made to terminate the paftimes
of idlenefs and feftivity, He was not made to live for

ever
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Of the principles of Partl.

ever, and even his love of amufement has opened a path
that leads to the grave.

WiTHoUT the rivalfhip of nations, and the practice
of war, civil fociety itfelf could {carcely have found an
object, or a form. Mankind might have traded without
any formal convention, but they cannot be fafe without
a national concert. The neceflity of a public defence,
has given rife to many departments of flate, and the in-
tellectual talents of men have found their bufieft {fcene in
wielding their national forces. To overawe, or intimi-
date, or, when we cannot perfuade with reafon, to refift
with fortitude, are the occupations which give its moft
animating exercife, and its greateft triumphs, to a vigo-
rous mind ; and he who has never ftruggled with his
fellow-creatures, is a firanger to half the fentiments of
mankind.

THE quarrels of individuals, indeed, are frequently
the operations of unhappy and deteftable paflions ; malice,
hatred, and rage. If fuch paflions alone poflefs the
breaft, the {cene of diffenfion becomes an obje@ of hor-
ror; but a common oppofition maintained by numbers,
is always allayed by paflions of another fort. Sentiments
of afletion and friendfhip mix with animofity; the ac-
tive and ftrenuous become the guardians of their fociety ;
and violence itfelf is, in their cafe, an exertion of genero-

T ERE] o - -~ ¢ el raun
e. We applaud, as proceeding

o=

{ity as well as of coura
from a national or party fpirit, what we could not en-
dure as the effe&t of a private diflike; and amidft the

competitions
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competitions of rival {tates, think we have found, for the
patriot and the warrior, in the practice of violence and
ftratagem, the moit illuftrious career of human wvirtue.
Even perfonal oppofition here does not divide our judge-
of Agefi-

laus and Epaminondas, of Scipio and Hannibal, are re-

ment on the merits of men. The rival names

peated with equal praife; and war itfelf,

109 #

If, which in one

. e i ) PR e B R, o e e T

view appears {o fatal, in another 15 theexerciie of a libe-
L

ecls which we regret, is but

ral {fpirit; and the very eliect:
one diftemper more by which the author of nature has

. R o 1 G
3.11‘!1]0‘;11’:{3(1 our exit from human ife.

z - . ; AT ok L
THESE I‘i_']l'cﬂl-;ms may open our view into the {late of

mankind; but they tend to reconcile us to the conduct
of Providence, rather than to make us change our own:
i e waalfans y SRR % | o o
where, from a regard to the welfare of our fellow-crea-
tures, wWe endeavour to pacify their anunofities, and u-

nite them by the tics of : 1. In the purfuit of this

amiable intention, we imnay hope, in fome EliiLsmuu_‘eJ to
difarm the angry paflions of jealoufy and envy; we may
hope to inftil into the breafts of private men fentiments

of candour toward their fellow-creatures, and a difpofi-
i)

r and juftice. Butitis vain to expect

tion to huma

that we can give to the multitude of a people a fenfe of

)

* o | Al et BRI iy g i 3 b s e L e
union among themfelves, without admutting hoflility to
thofe who oppofe the we at once, in the cafe of

uith the emulation which is excited

any nation, cxt

o

from abroad, we thould probably break or weaken the

bands of fociety at home, and clofe the bufielt {ce

‘lonal occupations and virtues,
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OF Intellefiual Powers. Part I,

B il ol L
Of Intelleitual Powers.

Rﬁ;‘m ¥ attempts have been made to’ analyze the dift
pofitions which we have now enumerated; but
one purpofe of {cience, perhaps the moft important, is
ferved, when the exiftence of a difpofition is eftablifhed.
Weare more concerned inits reality, and in its confequen-
ces, than we are in its origin, or manner of formation.

THE fame obfervation may be applied to the other
powers and faculties of our nature. Their exiftence and
ufe are the principal objecls of our ftudy. Thinking and
reafoning, we fay, are the operations of fome faculty ;
but in what manner the faculties of thought or reafon re-
main, when they are not exerted, or by what difference
in the frame they are unequal in different perfons, are
queftions which we cannot refolve. Their operations a-
lone difcover them: when unapplied, they lie hid even
from the perfon to whom they pertain ; and their a@ion
is fo much a part of their nature, that the faculty itfelf,
in many cafes, is fearcely to be diftinguithed from a ha-

bit acquired in its frequent exertion.

Persoxs who are occupied with different fubjecis,

who act in different ftenes, generally appear to have dif-

ferent
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ferent talents, or at leaft to have the fame faculties va-
rioufly formed, and fuited to different purpofes. The
peculiar genius of nations, as well as of individuals,
may in this manner arife from the ftate of their fortunes.
And it is proper that we endeavour to find fome rule, by
which to judge of what is admirable in the capacitics of
men, or fortunate in the application of their faculties,
before we venture to pafs a judgement on this branch of
their merits, or pretend to meafure the degree of refpect

they may claim by their different attainments.

To receive the informations of fenfe, is perhaps the
earlielt funion of an animal combined with an intel-
lectual nature ; and one great accomplithment of the li-
ving agent confifts in the force and fenfibility of his ani-
mal organs. The pleafures or pains to which he is expo-
{fed from this quarter, conftitute to him an important
difference between the obje¢ts which are thus brought to
his knowledge; and it concerns him to diftinguifh well,
before he commits himfelf to the direction of appetite.
He muft fcrutinize the objects of one fenfe by the per-
ceptions of another; examine with the eye, before he
ventures to touch ; and employ every means of obferva-
tion, before he gratifies the appetites of thirft and of
hunger. A difcernment acquired by experience, becomes
a faculty of his mind ; and the inferences of thought are
fometimes not to be diftinguifhed from the perceptions
of {enfe.

THE
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THE obje@s around us, befide their {eparate appear-
ances, liave their relations to one another. They fuggeft,
when compared, what would not occur when they are
confidered apart; they have their effe@s, and mutual in-
fluences; they exhibit, in like circumftances, {imilar o-
perations, and uniform confequences. When we have
found and exprefled the points in which the uniformity
of their operations confifts, we have afcertained a phy-
fical law. Many fuch laws, and even the moft 1M por-
tant, are known to the vulgar, and occur upon the fmal-
left degrees of refletion: but others are hid under a
feeming confufion, which ordinary talents cannot re-
move; and are therefore the objeéts of ftudy, long obfer-
vation, and fuperior capacity. The facultics of penetra-
tion and judgement, are, by men of bufinefs, as well as
of fcience, employed to unravel intricacics of this fort ;
and the degree of fagacity with which either is endow-
ed, is to be meafured by the fuccefs with which they are
able to find general rules, applicable to a variety of cafes
that feemed to have nothing in common, and to difcover
important diftinQions between fubjes which the vulgar
are apt to confound.

To colle&t a multiplicity of particulars under general
heads, and to refer a variety of operations to their com-
mon principle, is the obje® of ftience. To do the fame
thing, at leaft within the range of his a@ive engage-

ments, pertains to the man of pleafure, or bufinefs:

and 1t would feem, that the ftudious and the aclive are

16
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fo far employed in the fame tafk, from obfervation and
experience, to find the general views under which theis
objects may be confidered, and the rules which may be
ufefully applied in the detail of their condué&t. They do
not always apply their talents to different {ubjects; and
they feem to be diftinguifhed chiefly by the unequal reach
and variety of their remarks, or by the intentions which
they feverally have in colleting them.

WHiILsT men continue to act from appetites and paf-
fions, leading to the attainment of external ends, they
feldom quit the view of their objets in detail, to go far
in the road of general inquiries, They meafurée the ex-
tent of their own abilities, by the promptitude with
which they apprehend what is important in every fubjeé,
and the facility with which they extricate themfelves on
every trying occafion. And thefe, it muft be confefled,
to a being who is deftined to a& in the midft of difficul-
ties, are the proper teft of capacity and force. 'The pa-
rade of words, and general reafonings, which fometimes
carry an appearance of {fo much learning and knowledge,
are of little avail in the condu@ of life. The talents
from which they proceed, terminate in mere oftentation,
and are feldom connected with that {uperior difcernment
which the adtive apply in times of perplexity; much lefs
with that intrepidity and force of mind which are requi-
ved in pafling through difficult {cenes.

THE abilities of adtive men, however, have a variety
correfponding to that of the fubje@s on which they are
F occupied,
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occupted. A fagacity applied to external and inanimate
nature, forms one {pecies of capacity; that which is turn-
ed to fociety and human affairs, another. Reputation
for parts in any fcene is equivocal, till we know by what
kind of exertion that reputationis gained. That they un-
derftand well the fubjeéts to which they apply, is all that
can be faid, in commending men of the greateft abilities :
and every department, every profeilion, would have its
great men, if there were not a choice of objeéts for the
underftanding, and of talents for the mind, as well as of
tentiments for the heart, and of habits for the a&ive cha-
racter.

Toe meaneft profeflions, indeed, fo far fometimes
forget themielves, or the reft of mankind, as to arrogate,
in commending what 1s diftinguithed in their own
way, every epithet the moft refpeftable claim as the
right of {uperior abilitics. Every mechanic is a great
man with the learner,and the humble admirer, in his par-
ticular calling ; and we can, perhaps, with more affurance
pronounce what it is that fhould make a man happy and
amiable, than what {hould make his abilities refpected,
and his genius admired. This, upon a view of the ta-
lents themfelves, may perhaps be impoflible. The ef-
fect, however, will point out the rule and the ftandard of
our judgement. To be admired and refpected, is to have
an afcendant among men. The talents which moft di-
retly procure that afcendant, are thofe which operate on
mankind, penetrate their views, prevent their wifhes, or
fruftrate their defigns.  The fuperior capacity leads with

a
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a fuperior energy, where every individual would go, and
fhews the hefitating and the irrefolute a clear paffage to
the attainment of their ends.

THis defcription does not pertain to any particular
craft or profeflion ; or perhaps it implies a kind of ability,
which the {eparate application of men to particular cal-
lings, only tends to {fupprefs or to weaken. Where fhall
we find the talents which are fit to a& with men in a
colleftive body, if we break that bedy into parts, and
confine the obfervation of each to a feparate track!

To a& in the view of his fellow-creatures, to produce
his mind in public, to give it all the exercife of fenti-
ment ‘and thought, which pertain to man as a member
of fociety, as a friend, or an enemy, feems to be the
principal calling and occupation of his nature. If he
mutft labour, that he may fubfift, he can fubfift for no
better purpofe than the good of mankind ; nor can he
have better talents than thofe which qualify him to a&
with men. Here, indeed, the underftanding appears to
borrow very much from the paflions; and there is a feli-
city of conduét in human affairs,in which it is difficult to
diftinguifh the promptitude of the head from the ardour
and fenfibility of the heart. Where both are united, they
conftitute that fuperiority of mind, the fr,qm.m.-, of
which among men, in particular ages and nations, much
more than the progrefs they have made in {fpeculation,
or in the pradtice of mechanic and liberal arts, fhould

E ~
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determine the rate of their genius, and aflign the palm of
diftin&ion and honour.

WHEN nations fucceed one another in the career of
difcoveries and inquiries, the laft is always the moft
knowing. Syftems of fcience are gradually formed. The
olobe itfelf is traverfed by degrees, and the hiftory of e-
very age, when paft, is an acceflion of knowledge to
thofe who fucceed. The Romans were more knowing
than the Greeks; and every fcholar of modern Europe
is, in this fenfe, more learned than the moft accomplifh-
ed perfon that ever bore either of thofe celebrated names.
But is he on that account their fuperior?

MEeN are to be eftimated, not from what they know,
but from what they are able to perform; from their fkill
in adapting materials to the feveral purpofes of life;
from their vigour and condu@ in purfuing the objecs of
policy, and in finding the expedients of war and national
defence. Even in literature, they are to be eftimated
from the works of their genius, not from the extent of
their knowledge. The fcene of mere obfervation was ex-
tremely limited in a Grecian republic; and the buftle of
an acive life appeared inconfiftent with ftudy: but
there the human mind, notwithftanding, collected 1its
greateft abilities, and received its beft informations, in
the midft of fiweat and of duft.

IT is peculiar to modern Europe, to reft fo much of
the human character on what may be learned in re-
tirement,
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tirement, and’ from the information of books. A juft
admiration of ancient literature, an opinion that hu-
man fentiment, and human reafon, without this aid,
were to have vanithed from the focieties of men, have
led us into the fhade, where we endeavour to derive from
imagination and thought, what is in reality matter of ex-
perience and fentiment : and we endeavour, through the
grammar of dead languages, and the channel of commenta-
tors, to arrive at the beauties of thought and elocution,
which fprang from the animated {pirit of fociety, and were
taken from the living impreflions of an ative life. Our
attainments are frequently limited to the elements of eve-
ry {cience, and feldom reach to that enlargement of abi-
lity and power which ufeful knowledge fhould give.
Like mathematicians, who ftudy the Elements of Euclid,
but never think of menfuration, we read of focieties, ‘but
do not propofe to act ' with men :- we repeat the language
of politics, but feel not the fpirit of nations: we attend
to the formalities of a military difcipline, but know not
how to employ numbers of men to obtain any purpofe by
ftratagem or force.

Bur for what end, it may faid, point out a mif-
fortune that cannot be remedied? If national affairs call-
ed for exertion, the genius of men would awake; but
in the recefs of better employment, the time which is
beftowed on ftudy, if even attended with no other ad-
vantage, ferves to occupy with innocence the hours of
Jeifure, and {et bounds to the purfuit of ruinous and fri-
volous amufements. From no better reafon than this,

we

%




46 Of Intelleftual Powers. PartI.

we employ fo many of our early years, under the rod,
to acquire what it 1s not expeted we fhould retain be-
yond the threfhold of the fchool; and whilft we carry
the fame frivolous characer in our ftudies that we do in
our amufements, the human mind could not fuffer more
from a contempt of letters, than it does from the falfe
umportance which is given to literature, as a bufinefs for
life, nor as a help to our condu@, and the means of
forming a charader that may be happy in itfelf, and
ufeful to mankind.

[¢ that time which is pafled in relaxing the powers of
the mind, and in with-holding every obje@ but what
tends to weaken and to corrupt, were employed in for-
tifying thofe powers, and in teaching the mind to re-
cognile its obje@s, and its {ftrength, we fhould not, at
the years of maturity, be fo much at a lofs for occupa-
tion; nor, in attending the chances of a gaming-table,
mifemploy our talents, or wafte the fire which remains
in the breaft. They, at leaft, who by their ftations have
a fhare in the government of their country, might be-
lieve themfelves capable of bufinefs; and whj
had its armies and councils, might find
to amufe, without throwing a

le the ftate
objeéts enough
perfonal fortune into ha-
zard, merely to cure the yawnings of a liftlefs and infig-
nificant life. It is impoflible for ever to maintain the
tene of {peculation; it is impoflible not fometimes to feel
that we live 2 mong men,

SECT.
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Of Moral Sentiment.

T Pon a flight obfervation of what paffes in human

/" life, we thould be apt to conclude, that the care of
fubfiftence is the principal {pring of human actions. This
confideration leads to the invention and practice of me-
chanical arts; it ferves to diftinguifh amufement from
bufinefs; and, with many, fcarcely admits into compe-
tition any other fubjeét of purfuit or attention. The
mighty advantages of property and fortune, when ftript
of the recommendations they derive from vanity, or the
more ferious regards to independence and power, only
mean a provifion that 'is made for animal enjoyment;
and if our folicitude on this fubjedl were removed, not
only the toils of the mechanic, but the ftudies of the
learned, would ceafe ; every department of public bufinefs
would become unneceflary; every {enate-houfe would
be fhut up, and every palace deferted.

Is man therefore, in refpect to his objec, to be clafled
with the mere brutes, and only to be diftinguithed by
faculties that qualify him to multiply contrivances for
the fupport and convenience of animal life, and by the
extent of a fancy that renders the care-of animal prefer-
vation to him more burdenfome than it 1s to the herd
with which he fhares in the bounty of nature? If this

were
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were his cafe, the joy which attends on fuccefs, or the
griefs which arife from difappointment, would make the
fum of his pafhons. The torrent that wafted, or the
inundation that enriched his pofleflions, would give him
all the emotion with which he is feized, on the occafion
of a wrong by which his fortunes are impaired, or of a
benefit by which they are preferved and enlarged. His
fellow-creatures would be confidered merely as they af-
feCted his intereft. Profit or lofs would ferve to mark
the event of every tranfaction; and the epithets u/éful or
detiimental would ferve to diftinguifh his mates in fociety,
as they do the tree which bears plenty of fruit, from that
which ferves only to cumber the ground, or intercept
his view.

Tuis, however, is not the hiftory of our {pecies.
‘What comes from a fellow-creature is received with pe-
culiar attention ; and every language abounds with terms
that exprefs fomewhat in the tranfactions of men, differ-
ent from fuccefs and dilappointment. The bofom kin-
dles in company, while the point of intereft in view has
nothing to inflame; and a matter frivolous in itfelf, be-
comes important, when it {ferves to bring to light the
intentions and charaters of men. The foreigner, who
believed that Othello, on the ftage, was enraged for the
lofs of his handkerchief, was not more miftaken, than the
reafoner who imputes any of the more vehement paflions
of men to the impreflions of mere profit or lofs,




Se&. 6. Of Moral Sentiment. 49

MEew aflemble to deliberate on bufinefs ; they feparate
from jealoufies of intereft; butin their feveral collifions,
whether as friends or as enemies, a fire is ftruck out
which the regards to intereft or fafety cannot confine.
The value of a favour is not meafured when fentiments
of kindnefs are perceived; and the term musfortune has
but a feeble meaning, when compared to that of in/ult
and wwrong.

As ators or {peflators, we are perpetually made to
feel the difference of human condu&, and from a bare
recital of tranfaciions which have paflfed in ages and
countries remote from our own, are moved with admira-
tion and pity, or tranfported with indignation and rage.
QOur fenfibility on this {ubject gives their charm, in re-
tirement, to the relations of hiftory, and to the fictions
of poetry ; fends forth the tear of compatflion, gives to
the blood its brifkeft movement, and to the eye its live-
lielt glances of difpleafure or joy. It turns human life
into an interefting {pe@acle, and perpetually folicits even
the indolent to mix, as opponents or friends, in the
{cenes which are aded before them. Joined to the
powers of deliberation and reafon, it conflitutes the ba-
fis of a moral nature; and whillt it dictates the terms of
praife and of blame, {erves to clafs our fellow-creatures
by the moft admirable and engaging, or the moit odious

and contemptible, denominations.

IT is pleafant to find men, who, in their {peculations,
deny the reality of moral diftin@ions, forget in detail the
G general
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general pofitions they maintain, and give loofe to ridi-
cule, indignation, and fcorn, as if any of thefe fenti-
ments could have place, were the a&ions of men indiffer-
ent; and with acrimony pretend to dete@ the fraud by
which moral reftraints have been impofed, as if to cen-
fure a fraud were not already to take a part on the fide
of morality ¥*.

Can we explain the principles upon which man-
kind adjudge the preference of characers, and upon
which they indulge fuch vehement emotions of admira-
tion or contempt? If it be admitted that we cannot, are
the fadls lefs true! or muft we fufpend the movements
of the heart until they who are employed in framing {y-
ftems of {cience have difcovered the principle from which
thofe movements proceed? If a finger burn, we care
not for information on the properties of fire: if the heart
be torn, or the mind overjoyed, we have not leifure for
{peculations on the fubject of moral fenfibility.

[T is fortunate in this, as in other articles to which
{peculation and theory are applied, that nature proceeds
in her courfe, whillt the curious are bufied in the fearch
of her principles. The peafant, or the child, can reafon,
and judge, and fpeak his language, with a difcernment,
a confitency, and a regard to analogy, which perplex
the logician, the moralift, and the grammarian, when
they would find the principle upon which the proceeding

% Mandeville,

o
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is founded, or when they would bring to general rules,
what is fo familiar, and fo well fuftained in particular ca-
fes. The felicity of our condud is more owing to the
talent we poflefs for detail, and to the fuggeftion of par-
ticular occafions, thanitis to any dire@ion we can find
in theory and general fpeculations.

WE muft, in the refult of every inquiry, encounter
with faéts which we cannot explain ; and to bear with this
mortification would fave us frequently a great deal of
fruitlefs trouble. Together with the fenfe of our exift-
ence, we muft admit many circumftances which come to
our knowledge at the fame time, and in the faime man-
ner; and which do, in reality, conftitute the mode of
our being. Every peafant will tell us, that a man hath
his rights ; and that to trefpafs on thoferights is injuftice.
If we afk him farther, what he means by the term right ?
we probably force him to fubflitute a lefs fignificant, or
lefs proper term, in the place of this; or require him to
account for what is an criginal mode of his mind, and a
fentiment to which he ultimately refers, when he would
explain himfelf upon any particular application of his
language.

THE rights of individuals may relate to a variety of
fubjects, and be comprchended under different heads.
Prior to the eftablifhment of property, and the diftinc-
tion of ranks, men have a right to defend their perfons,
and to act with freedom; they have a right to maintain
the apprehenfions of reafon, and the feclings of the

] 1
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heart; and thc}-'_c:mam: for 2 moment converle with one
another, without feeling that the part they maintain may
be juft or unjuft, Itis not, however, our bufinefs here to
carry the notion of a right into its feveral applications,
but to reafon on the fentiment of favour with which that
notion is entertained in the mind.

Ir it be true, that men are united by inftiné, that
they a&t in fociety from aflfections of kindnefs and
friendlhip; if it be true, that even prior to acquaintance
and habitude, men, as fuch, are commonly to one an-
other objets of attention, and fome degree of regard;
that while their profperity is beheld with indiflerence,
their afflictions are confidered with commiferation; if
calamities be meafured by the numbers and the qualities
of men they involve; and if every fuffering of a fellow-
creature draws a croud of attentive fpeCtators ; if even
in the cafe of thofe to whom we do not habitually wifh
any pofitive good, we are {lill averfe to be the inftruments
of harm ; it {hould feem, that in thefe various appear-
ances of an amicable difpofition, the foundations of a
moral apprehenfion are fufficiently laid, and the fenfe of
a right which we maintain for ourfelves, is by a move-
ment of humanity and candour extended to our fellow-
creatures.

WaaT is it that prompts the tongue when we cenfure
an aét of cruelty or oppreflion? What is it that confti-
tutes our reftraint from offences that tend to diftrefs
our fellow-creatures? Itis probably, in both cafes, a

particular
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particular application of that principle, which, in pre-
{ence of the forrowful, fends forth the tear of compaf-
fion; and a combination of all thofe fentiments, which
conflitute a benevolent difpofition;; and if not a refolution
to do good, at lealt an averfion to be the inflrument of

harm =,

IT may be difficult, however, to enumerate the mo-
tives of all the cenfures and commendations which are ap-
plied to the actions of men. Even while we moralize,
every difpofition of the human mind may have its {hare
in forming the judgement, and in prompting the tongue.
As jealoufy is often the moft watchful guardian of cha-
flity, fo malice is often the quickeft to fpy the failings of
our neighbour. vy, affeGtation, and vanity, may

# Mankind, we are told, are devoted to interefl ;- and this, in all com-

mercial nations, is undoubtedly true: but it does not follow, thag they are,
] 3 ]

nrools

by their natural difpolitions, av: )
of the contrary remain, even where interelt trimmphs molt. (What muit we
think of the force of that difpofition to compaflion, to candour, and good-
will, which, notwithRanding the prevailing opinion that the happineis of a
man confilts in poffefling the greateft poflible fhare of viches, preferments,
and honours, (il keeps the parties who are in competition for thole objeéts
on a tolerable footing of amity, and leads them to abitain even from their
own fuppoled good, when their feizing it appearsin the light aof a detriment
toothers? What might we not expedt from the human heart in circumitan-
ces which prevented this apprehenfion on the fubjedt of fortune, or under
the influence of an opinion as {teady and general as the former, that hu-
man felicity does not confilt in the indulgences of animal appetite, but in
thofe of 2 benevolent heart ; not in fortune or interelt, but in the contempt
of this very objeét, ‘in the courags and freedom which arife from this con<

tempt, joined toa refohute choice of condudt, directed to the good of man-

ty to which the party belongs?

i, or to the goodof that particular focie

dictate
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dictate the verdi&ts we give, and the worft principles of
our nature may be at the bottom of our pretended zeal
for morality; but if we only mean to inquire, why they
who are well difpofed to mankind, apprehend, in every
inftance, certain rights pertaining to their fellow-crea-
tures, and why they applaud the confideration that
is paid to thofe rights, we cannot perhaps aflign a better
reafon, than that the perfon who applauds, is well difpo-
fed to the welfare of the parties to whom his applaufes
refer.

WHEN we confider, that the reality of any amicable
propenfity in the human mind has been frequently con-
tefted; when we recollet the prevalence of interefted
competitions, with their attendant paflions of jealoufy,
envy, and malice; it may feem ftrange to alledge, that
love and compaflion are the moft powerful principles in
the human breaft : but they are deftined, on many occa-
fions, to urge with the moft irrefiftible vehemence ; and
if the defire of felf-prefervation be more conftant, and
more uniform, thefe are a more plentiful fource of enthu-
fiafin, fatisfaction, and joy. With a power, not inferior
to that of refentment and rage, they hurry the mind in-
to every facrifice of intereft, and bear it undifmayed
through every hard{hip and danger.

Tae difpofition on which friendthip is grafed, glows

with fatisfaction in the hours of tranquillity, and is plea-

fant, not only in its triumphs, but even in its forrows.
It throws a grace on the external air, and, by its expref-

fion
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fion on the countenance, compenfates for the want of
beauty, or gives a charm which no complexion or fea-
tures can equal. From this fource the fcenes of human
life derive their principal felicity ; and their imitations in
poetry, their principal ornament. Defcriptions of nature,
even reprefentations of a vigorous conduét, and a man-
ly courage, do not engage the heart, if they be not mix-
ed with the exhibition of generous fentuments, and the
pathetic, which is found to arife in the ftruggles, the
triumphs, or the misfortunes of a tender aflection, The
death of Polites, in the AEneid, is not more affeting than
that of many others who perifhed in the ruins of Troy;
buc the aged Priam was prefent when this laft of his
fons was {lain; and the agonics of grief and forrow
force the parent from his retrear, to fall by the hand
that fhed the blood of his child. The pathetic of Homer
confifts in exhibiting the force of affeCtions, not in
exciting mere terror and pity; paflions he has never per-

haps, in any inftance, attempted to raife.

WitH this tendency to kindle into enthufiafm, with
this command over the heart, with the pleafure that at-
tends its emotions, and with all its effets in meriting
confidence, and procuring efteem, it is not furprifing,
that a principle of humanity fhould give the tone to our
commendations and our cenfures, and even where it is
hindered from dire@ing our condud, thould flill give to the
mind, on refleion, its knowledge of what is defirable
in the human chara&er. What baff thou dme with thy
Brother Abel? was the firft expoftulation in behalf of mo-

rality;
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rality ; and if the firft anfwer has been often repeated,
mankind have notwithftanding, in one fenfe, fufficiently
acknowledged the charge of their nature. They have
felt, they have talked, and even alted, as the keepers of
their fellow-creatures : They have made the indications
of candour and mutual affe@ion the teft of what is
meritorious and amiable in the charaders of men: They
have made cruelty and oppreflion the principal objeés of
their indignation and rage: Even while the head is occu-
pied with projeCts of intereft, the heart is often feduced
into friendfhip ; and while bufinefs proceeds on the
maxims of felf-prefervation, the carelefs hour is employ-
ed in generofity and kindnefs.

Hexce the rule by which men commonly judge
of external actions, is taken from the fuppofed in-
fluence of fuch actions on the general good. To abftain
from harm, is the great law of natural juftice ; to diffufe.
happinefs is the law of morality ;3 and when we cenfure
the conferring a favour on one or a few at the expence of
many, we refer to public utility, as the great obje@ at
which the actions of men fhould be aimed.

ArFTER all, it muft be confeffed, that if a principle
of affedtion to mankind, be the bafis of our moral ap-
probation and diflike, we fometimes proceed in diftribu-
ting applaufe or cenfure, without precifely attending to
the degree in which our fellow-creatures are hurt or ob-
liged; and that, befides the virtues of candour, friendfhip,
generolity, and public {pirit, which bear an immediate

reference
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reference to this principle, there are others which
may feem to derive their commendation from a differ
ent fource. Temperance, prudence, fortitude, are thofe
qualities likewife admired from a principle of re-
gard to our fellow-creatures? Why not, fince they render
men happy in themfelves, and ufeful to others ¢ He who
1s qualified to promote the welfare of mankind, is neither
a fot, a fool, nor a coward. Can it be more clearly ex-
prefled, that temperance, prudence, and fortitude, are
neceflary to the charader we love and admire? I know
well why I fhould wifh for them in myfelf; and why
likewife I fhould wifh for them in my friend,and in every
perfon who is an obje&t of my affeion. Bur to what
purpofe feek for reafons of approbation, where qualities
are {o neceflary to our happinefs, and fo great a part in
the perfection of our nature? We muft ceafe to efteem
ourfelves, and to diftinguifh what is excellent, when fuch
. qualifications incur our neglect.

A perfon of an affectionate mind, poffefled of a
maxim, That he himfelf, as an individual, is no more
than a part of the whole that demands his regard, has
found, in that principle, a fufficient foundation for all
the virtues ; for a contempt of animal pleafures, that
would fupplant his principal enjoyment; for an equal
contempt of danger or pain, that come to {top his pur-
fuits of public good. *“ A vehement and fteady afleGtion
“ magnifies its obje@. and leffens every difliculty or
“ danger that ftands in the way.” “Afk thofe who have

H “ been
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“ been in love,” fays Epictetus, “ they will know that I

113

fpeak truth.”

¢ | have before me,” fays another eminent moralift ¥,

“ an idea of juftice, which, if T could follow 1 every

“ inftance, I fhould think myfelf the moft happy of

“ men.” And it is, perhaps, of confequence to their
happinefs, as well as to their condud, if thofe can be

disjoined,

that men fhould have this idea properly form-
ed : Itis perhaps but another name for that good of
mankind, which the virtuous are engaged to promote.
If virtue be the fupreme good, its beft and moft fignal

effect is, to communicate and diffufe itfelf.

To love, and even to hate, on the apprehenfion of
moral qualities, to efpoufe one party from a fenfe of ju-
(tice, to oppofe another with indignation excited by ini-
quity, are the common indications of probity, and the
operations of an animated, upright, and generous {pirit. To
guard againit unjuft partialities, and ill-grounded antipa-
thies ; to maintain that compofure of mind, which, with-
out impairing its fenfibility or ardour, proceeds in every
inftance with difcernment and penetration, are the marks
of a vigorous and cultivated {pirit. To be able to follow
the dictates of fuch a {pirit through all the varieties of
human life, and with a mind always mafter of itfelf, in
profperity or adverfity, and pofleffed of all its abilities,
when the fubje@s in hazard are life, or freedom, as much

Perfian Letters.

2k |
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as in treating fimple queftions of intereft, are the tri-
umphs of magnanimity, and true elevation of mind.
“ The event of the day is decided. Draw this javelin
“ from my body now,” faid Epaminondas, “ and let me

“ bleed.”

IN what fituation, or by what inftruction, is this won-
derful characer to be formed? Is it foundiin the nurfe-
ries of affe@ation, pertnefs, and vanity, from which fa-
fhion is propagated, and the genteel is announced ! in
greatand opulent cities, where men vie with one another in
equipage, drefs, and the reputation of fortune! Is it with-
in the admired precinéls of a court, where we may learn
to {mile without being pleafed, to carefs without affec-
tion, to wound with the fecret weapons of envy and jea-
loufy, and to reflt our perfonal importance on circum-
ftances which we cannot always with honour command!
No : but in a fituation where the great fentiments of the
heart are awakened ; where the characters of men, not
their fituations and fortunes, are the principal diftinc-
tion ; where the anxieties of intereft, or vanity, perifh in
the blaze of more vigorous emotions; and where the hu-
man foul, having felt and recognifed its objedts, like an
animal who has tafted the blood of his prey, cannot de-
{cend to purfuits that leave its talents and its force unem-

ployed.

>iopER occafions alone operating on a raifed and a
happy difpofition, may produce this admirable effect,
whilft mere inftrudion may always find mankind at a

H?2 lofs
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Jofs to comprehend its meaning, or infenfible to its dic-
tates. 'The cale, however, is not defperate, till we have-
formed our fyftem of politics, as well as manners; till
we have fold our freedom for titles, equipage, and dif-
tinctions ;5 till we fee no merit but profperity and
power, no difgrace but poverty and negle®.  What
charm of infiru@ion can cure the mind that is tainted
with this diforder? What fyren voice can awaken a defire
of freedom, that is held to be meannefs, and a want of
ambition ? or what perfuafion can turn the grimace of
politenefs into real fentiments of humanity and candour?

- i ikl GREd VII.
Of Happinefs.

¥_T¥ Avinc had under our confideration the a&ive powers

1 and the moral qualities which diftinguifh the na-
ture of man, is it ftill neceflary that we thould treat of
his happinefs apart? This fignificant term, the moft fie-
quent, and the moft familiar, in our converfation, is, per-
haps, on reflection, the leaft underftood. It ferves to ex-
prefs our fatisfaction, when any defire is gratified : It
is pronounced with a figh, when our obje@ is di-
{tant : It means what we wifth to obtain, and what we
feldom ftay to examine. We eftimate the value of every
Tubject by its utility, and its influence on happinefs; but

Wwe
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we think that utility idelf, and happinefs, require noex-
planation.

TuosE men are commonly efteemed’ the happieft,
whofe defires are moft frequently gratified. But if, in
reality, the pofleflion of what we defire, and a continued
fruition, were requifite to happinefs, mankind for the
moft part would have reafon to complain of their lot.
What they call their enjoyments, are generally momen-
tary; and the objet of fanguine expetation, when
obtained, no longer continues to occupy the mind: A new
paflion fucceeds, and the imagination, as before, is in-
tent on a diftant felicity.

How many refle@tions of this fort are {uggefted by
melancholy, or by the effects of that very languor and
inoccupation into which we would willingly fink, under
the notion of freedom from care and trouble !

WHEN we enter on a formal computation of the en-
joyments or fufferings which are prepared for mankind,
it is a chance but we find that pain, by its intenfenefs,
its duration, or frequency, is greatly predominant. The
activity and eagernefs with which we prefs from one
ftage of life to another, our unwillingnefs to return on-
the paths we have trod, our averfion in age to renew the
frolics of youth, or to repeat in manhood the amufements
of children, have been accordingly ftated as proofs, that

our
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our memory of the paft, and our feeling of the prefent,
are equal fubjeéts of diflike and difpleafure *

TiHr1s conclufion, however, like many others, drawn
from our fuppofed knowledge of caufes, does not corre-
{pond with experience. In every flreet, in every village,
in every field, the greater number of perfons we meet,
carry an afpect that is chearful or thoughlefs, indifferent,
compofed, bufy, or animated. The labourer whiftles
to hus team, and the mechanic is at eafe in his calling;
the frolicfome and the gay feel a feries of pleafures, of
which we know not the {ource; even they who demon-
ftrate the miferies of human life, when intent on their
argument, efcape from their forrows, and find a tole-

rable paftime in proving that men are unhappy.

THE very terms plegfure and pain, perhaps, are equi-
vocal ; but if they are confined, as they appear to be in
many of our reafonings, to the mere {enfations which
have a reference to external objeés, either in the memo-
ry of the paft, the feeling of the prefent, or the appre-
henfion of the future, it is a great error to fuppofe, that
they comprehend all the conftituents of happinefs or mi-
fery; or that the good humour of an ordinary life is
maintained by the prevalence of thofe pleafures which
have their feparate names, and are, on refletion, dif-
tinctly remembered.

Maupertuis 3 Effai de Morale.
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Tue mind, during the greater part of its exiftence,
is employed in adtive exertions, not in merely attending
to its own feelings of pleafure or pain; and the lift of
its facultics, underftanding, memory, forefight, fenti-
ment, will, and intention, only contains the names of its
different operations.

Ir, in the abfence of every {enfation to which we com-

monly give the names cither of enjoyment ov fuffering, our

very exiftence may have its oppofite qualities of happiuefs
or mifery; and if what we call pleafurc or pain, occupies
but a finall part of human life, compared to what pafles
in contrivance and execution, in purfuits and expecta-
tions, in condud, refleGion, and focial engagements;
it mult appear, that our active purfuits, at leaft on ac-
count of their duration, deferve the greater part of our
attention. When their occafions have failed, the de-
mand is not for pleafure, but for fomething to do; and
the very complaints of a fufferer are not {o fure a mark
of diftrefs, as the ftare of the languid,

WE feldom, however, reckon any tallkk which we are
bound to perform, among the bleflings of life. Weal-
ways aim ata period of pure enjoyment, Or a termina-
tion of trouble; and overlook the fource from which
mofl of our prefent fatisfactions are really drawn. Afk the
bufy, Where is the happinefs to which they afpire? they will
anfwer, perhaps, Thatit is to be found in the object of fome
prefent purfuit. If we afl, Why they are not mifer-
able in the abfence of that happinefs? they will fay, That

theyw
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they hope to attainit. But is it hope alone that fupports the
mind in the midft of precarious and uncertain profpecis:
and would affurance of fuccefs fill the intervals of expec-
tation with more pleafing emotions? Give the huntfinan
his prey, give the gamefter the gold which is ftaked on
the game, that the one may not need to fatigue his per-
fon, nor the other to perplex his mind, and both will
probably laugh at our folly: the one will ftake his mo-
ney anew, that he may be perplexed ; the other will turn
his ftag to the field, that he may hear the cry of the dogs,
and follow through danger and hardfhip. Withdraw
the occupations of men, terminate their defires, exift-
ence 1s a burden, and the iteration of memory is a tor-
ment.

THE men of this country, fays one lady, fhould learn
to fow and to knit; it would hinder their time from be-
ing a burden to themfelves, and to other people. That
is true, fays another; formy part, though I never look
abroad, I tremble at the profpe@ of bad weather; for
then the gentlemen come mopping to us for entertain-
ment; and the fight of a hufband in diftrefs, is but a
melancholy {pe&acle. .

IN devifing, or in exccuting a plan, in being carried
on the tide of emotion and fentiment, the mind feems to
unfold its being, and to enjoy itfelf. Even where the
end and the objedt are known to be of little avail, the
taleuts and rhe fancy are often intenfely applied, and bu-
tinefs or play may amufe them alike. Weonly defire repofe

to
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to recruit our limited and our wafting force: when bufi-
nefs fatigues, amufement is often but a change of occu-
pation. We are not always unhappy, even when we
complain. There is a kind of afliction which makes an
agreeable ftate of the mind; and lamentation itfelf is
fometimes an expreflion of pleafure. The painter and
the poet have laid hold of this handle, and find, among
the means of entertainment, a favourable reception for
works that are compofed to awaken our forrows,

To a being of this defcription, therefore, 1t 1s a blef-
fing to meet with incentives to ac¢tion, whether in the
defire of pleafure, or the averfion to pain. His aétivity
is of more importance than the very pleafure he {ecks,
and langour a greater evil than the fuffering he {huns.

Tue gratifications of animal appetite are of fhort
duration; and fenfuality is but a diftemper of the mind,
which ought to be cured by remembrance, if it were
not perpetually inflamed by hope.  The chace is not more
furcly terminated by the death of the game,” than the
joys of the voluptuary by the means of completing
his debauch. As a bond of fociety, as a matter of
diftant purfuit, the obje@s of fenfe make an imporrant
part in the {yflem of human life. They lead us to fl-
fil the purpofe of nature, in preferving the individual,
and in perpetuating the fpecies: but to rcly on their
ufe as a principal conftituent of human felicity, were
an error in fpeculation, and would be fill more
an error in praQlice.  Even the mafler of the fera-
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glio, for whom all the treafures of empire are extorted

from the hoards of its frighted inhabitants, for whom
alone the choiceft emerald and the diamond are drawn
trom the mine, for whom every breeze is enriched with
perfumes, for whom beauty is affembled from every
quarter, and, animated by paflions that ripen under the
vertical fun, is confined to the grate for his ufe, is ftill,
perhaps, more wretched than the very herd of the peo-
ple, whofe labours and properties are devoted to relieve
him of trouble, and to procure him enjoyment.

SENSUALITY is eafily overcome by any of the habits
of purfuit which ufually engage an adive mind. When
curiofity is awake, or when paflion is excited, even in the
midft of the feaft when converfation grows warm, grows
Jjovial, or ferious, the pleafures of the table we know arc
forgotten. The boy contemns them for play, and the
man of age declines them for bufinefs.

Wi EN we reckon the circumitances that correfpond to
the nature of any animal, or to that of man in particu-
lar, fuch as fafety, fhelter, food, and the other means
of enjoyment or prefervation, we fometimes think thar
we have found a fenfible and a {olid foundation on which
to reft his felicity. But thofe who are leaft difpofed
to moralize, obferve, that happinefs is not conne@ed
with fortune, although fortune includes at once all the
means of fubfiflence, and the means of fenfual indu

gence.  The circumftances that require abfiinence, cou-
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rage, and conduct, expofe us to hazard, and are in de-
cription of the painful kind; yet the able, the brave,
and the ardent, feem moft to enjoy themfelves when
placed in the midft of difficulties, and obliged to employ
the powers they poflefs,

SriNoLA being told, that Sir Francis Vere died
of having nothing to do, faid, “ That was enough
“to kil a general.*” How many are there to whom
war itfelf is a paftime, who chufe the life of a fol-
dier, expofed to dangers and continued fatigues; of
a mariner, in conflit with every hardfhip, and be-
reft of every conveniency ; of a politician, whofe fport
1s the conduct of parties and faions; and who, ra-
ther than be idle, will do the bufinefs of men and of
nations for whom he has not the {fmalleft regard. Such
men do not chufe pain as preferable to pleafure, but they
are incited by a reftlefs difpofition to make continued ex-
ertions of capacity and refolution; they triumph in the
midft of their flruggles; they droop, and they langnifh,
when the occafion of their labour has ceafed.

WHAT was enjoyment, in the fenfe of that youth,

who, according to Tacitus, loved danger ite!f, not the

rewards of courage! Wkhat is the profpe@ of pleafure,
when the found of the horn or the trumpet, the cry of
L =

e dogs, or the thout of war, awaken the ardour of the

portiman and the foldier? The moft -"..‘.]l!.ﬂil:l.j“é: ucca-
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fions of human life, are calls to danger and hardfhip,
not invitations to fafety and eafe: and man himfelf, in
his excellence, is not an animal of pleafure, nor deftined
merely to enjoy what the elements bring to his ufe; but,
like his aflociates, the dog and the horfe, to follow the
exercifes of his nature, in preference to what are called
its enjoyments ; to pine in the lap of eafe and of affluence,
and to exult in the midft of alarms that feem to threaten
his being. In all which, his difpofition to adtion only
keeps pace with the variety of powers with which he is
furnifhed; and the moft refpeétable attributes of his na-
ture, magnanimity, fortitude, and wildom, carry a ma-
nifeft reference to the difficultics with which he is defti-
ned to ftruggle.

Ir animal pleafure becomes infipid when the fpirit is
roufed by a different object, it is well known likewife,
that the {enfe of pain is prevented by any vehement affec-
tion of the foul. Wounds received in a heat of paflion,
in the hurry, the ardour, or confternation of battle, are
never felt till the ferment of the mind fubfides. Even
torment, deliberately applied, and induftrioufly prolong-
ed, are borne with firmnefs, and with an appearance of
eafe, when the mind is poflefled with fome vigorous fen~
timent, whether of religion, enthufiafm, or love to
mankind. The continued mortifications of {uperftitious
devotees in {feveral ages of the Chriftian church ; the wild
penances, {till voluntarily borne, during many years, by
the r@ligiuniﬂs of the eaft ; the contempt in which famine
and torture are held by moft favage nations; the chear-

ful
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ful or obftinate patience of the foldier in the field; the
hardfhips endured by the fportfiman in his paftime, thow
how much we may err in computing the miferies of men,
from the meafures of trouble and of fuffering they feem
to incur. And if there be a refinement in affirming,
that their happinefs is not to be meafured by the contra-
ry enjoyments, it is a refinement which was made by Re-
gulus and Cincinnatus before the date of philofophy ; it
is a refinement, which every boy knows at his play, and
every favage confirms, when he looks from his foreft on
the pacific city, and fcorns the plantation, whofe mafter
he cares not to imitate.

Manx, it muft be confefled, notwithftanding all this
a@ivity of his mind, is an animal in the full extent of
that defignation. When the body fickens, the mind
droops ; and when the blood ceafes to flow, the foul takes
its departure. Charged with the care of his prefervation,
admonifhed by a fenfe of pleafureor pain,and guarded by
an inftin@ive fear of death, nature has not intrufted his
fafety to the mere vigilance of his underftanding, nor to
the government of his uncertain reflections.

TuEg diftin&ion betwizt mind and body is followed
by confequences of rhe greateft importance; but the facts
to which we now refer, are not founded on any tenets
whatever. They are equally true, whether we admit or
reject the diftinction in queftion, or whether we fuppofe,
that this living agent is formed of one, or is an aflem-
blage of f{eparate naturcs. And the materialift, by

treating
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treating of man as of an engine, cannot make any
change in the flate of his hiftory. Heisa being, who,
by a multiplicity of vifible organs, performs a variety
of functions. His joints are bent, and his mufcles
relax and contra@ in our fight ; the heart beats in his
breaft, and the blood flows to every part of his frame.’
He performs other operations which we cannot refer to
any coporeal organ. He perceives, he recolle@s, and
forecafis; he defires, and he thuns ; he admires, and
contemns.  He enjoys his pleafures, or he endures
his pain. All thefe different functions, in fome mea-
fure, go well or ill together. When the motion of the
blood is languid, the mufcles relax, the underftand-
ing is tardy, and the fancy is dull: when diftemper
affails him, the phyfician muft attend no lefs to what
he thinks, than to what he eats, and examine the returns
of his paflion, together with the firokes of his pulfe.

Wirn all his fagacity, his precautions, and his in-
ftincts, which are given to preferve his being, he partakes
in the fate of other animals, and feems to be formed
only that he may die. Myriads perifh before they reach
the perfection of their kind; and the individual, with an
option to owe the prolongation of his temporary courfe
to refolution and condué, or to abje& fear, frequently
chufes the latrer, and by a habit of timidity, imbitters

o |

the life he is {o intent to preferve.

Manx, however, at times, exempted from this moitify-

ng lot, feems to a@ without any regard to the length of

fiif-
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his period. When he thinks intenfely, or defires with
ardour, pleafures and pains from any other quarter affail
him in vain. Even in his dying hour, the mulcles ac
quire a tone from his {pirit, and the mind {zems to dc-
part in its vigour, and in the midit of a ftruggle to ob-
tain the recent aim of 1ts toils. Maley Moluck, borne on
his litter, and fpent with difeale, {till fought the battle,
in the midft of which he expired; and the laft effort he
made, with a finger on his lips, was a fignal to conceal
his death : the precaution, perhaps, of all which he had
hitherto taken, the moft neceflary to prevent a defeat.

Cax no refleétions aid us in acquiring this habit
of the foul, fo ufeful in carrying us through many
of the ordinary fcenes of life? If we fay, that they
cannot, the reality of its happinefs 15 not the lefs evi-
dent. The Greeks and the Romans confhdered contempt
of pleafure, endurance of pain, and neglect of life, as
eminent qualities of a man, and a Pnnmlml {fubject of
difcipline. They trulted, that the vigorous {pirit would
find worthy objes on which to employ its force; and
that the firft ftep towards a refolute choice of fuch ob-
jects was to fhake off the meannefs of a folicitous and

timorous mind.

MANKIND, in general, have courted occafions to dif-
play their courage, and frequently, in fearch of admira-
tion, have prefented a fpectacle, which to thole who
have ceafed to regard fortitude on its own account, be-
comes a {ubje@ of horror. Scevola held his arm in the

fire,
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fire, to fhake the foul of Porfenna. The favage inures his
body to the torture, that in the hour of trial he may
exult over his enemy. Even the Muflulman tears his
flefh to win the heart of his miftrefs, and comes in gaiety,
{treaming with blood, to fhew that he deferves her e-

fteem ¥,

SoME nations carry the practice of infliGting, or of
fporting with pain, to a degree that is either cruel or ab-
furd ; others regard every profpect of bodily fuffering as
the greateft of evils; and in the midft of their troubles,
imbitter every real afHliction, with t!e terrors of a feeble
and deje@ed imagination. We are not bound to anfiver
for the follies of either, nor, in treating a queftion which
relates to the nature of man, make an eftimate of its
ftrength, or its weaknefs, from the habits or apprehen-
fions peculiar to any nation or age.

3 'E G T VIII.

The fame [fubje? continued.
HoEvERrR has compared together the different
conditions and manners of men, under varie-

ties of education or fortune, will be fatisfied, that
mere fituation does not conftitute their happinefs or

* Letters of the Right Honourable Lady M—y We——y M———-c¢.

mifery s
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mifery; nor a diverfity of external obfervances imply
any oppofition of fentiments on the fubjeét of mo-
rality. They exprefs their kindnefs and their enmity
in different actions; but kindnefs or enmity is ftiil the
principal article of confideration in human life. They
engage in different purfuits, or acquiefce in different con-
ditions ; but act from paflions nearly the fame. There is
no precife meafure of accommeodation required to fuit
their conveniency, nor any degree of danger or fafety
under which they are peculiarly fitted to act. Courage
and generofity, fear and envy, are not peculiar to any {ta-
tion or order of men; nor is there any condition in
which fome of the human race have not fhewn, that it is
poflible to employ, with propriety, the talents and vir-
tues of their fpecies.

WHAT, then, is that myfterious thing called Hap-
pinefs, which may have place in fuch a variety of {lations,
and to which circumftances in one age or nation thought
neceflary, are in another held to be deftrudtive, or of no
effect ! It is not the fucceflion of mere animal pleafures,
which, apart from the occupation or the company in
which they ferve to engage the mind, can fill up but a
few moments in the duration of life. On too frequent a
repetition, thofe pleafures turn to fatiety and difguil; they
tear the conftitution to which they are applied in excefs,
and, like the lightning of night, only ferve to darken the
gloom through which they occafionally break. Happi-
nefs is not that ftate of repofe, or that imaginary free-
dom from care, which ar a diftance is {o frequent an ob-

K ject
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ject of defire, but with its approach brings a tedium, or
a languor, more unfupportable than pain itfelf. If the
preceding obfervations on this fubject be juft, it arifes
more from the purfuit, than from the attainment of any
end whatever; and in every new fituation to which we
arrive, even in the courfe of a profperous life, it depends
more on the degree in which our minds are properly em-
ployed, than it does on the circumitances in which we
are deftined to a&, on the materials which are placed in
our hands, or the tools with which we are furnifthed.

Ir this be confefled in refpe& to that clafs of purfuits
which are diftinguifhed by the name of amufément, and
which, in the cafe of men who are commonly deemed
the moft happy, occupy the greater part of human life,
we may apprehend, that it holds, much more than is
commonly fufpected, in many cafes of bufinefs, where the
end to be gained, and not the occupation, is fuppofed
to have the principal value.

Tue mifer himfelf, we are told, can {fometimes con-~
(ider the care of his wealth as a paftime, and has chal-
lenged his heir, to have more pleafure in fpending, than
he in amafling his fortune. With this degree ot indiffe-
rence to what may be the condu&k of others; with this
confinement of his care to what he has chofen as his
own province, more efpecially if he has conquered in
himfeclf the paflions of jealoufy and envy, which tear the
covetous mind ; why may not the man whofe objet is
monev, be underftood to lead a life of amufement and

pleafure,
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pleafure, not only more entire than that of the {pend-
thrift, but even as much as the virtuofo, the {cholar, the
man of tafte, or any of that clafs of perfons who have
found out a method of pafling their leifure without of-
fence, and to whom the acquifitions made, or the works
produced, in their feveral ways, perhaps, are as ufelefs
as the bag to the mifer, or the counter to thofe who play
from mere diflipation at any game of fkillor of chance!

WE are foon tired of diverfions that .do not approach
to the nature of bufinefs, that is, that do not engage fome
paflion, or give an exercife proportioned to our talents,
and our faculties. The chace and the gaming-table
have each their dangers and difficulties, to excite and
employ the mind. All games of contention animate our
emulation, and givea {pecies of party-zeal. 'The mathe-
matician is only to be amufed with intricate problems,
the lawyer and the cafuift with cafes that try themr fub-
tilty, and occupy their judgement.

TuE defire of adive engagements, like every other
natural appetite, may be carried to excefs ; and men may
debauch in amufements, as well as in the ufe of wine, or
other intoxicating liquors. At firft, a trifling ftake, and
the occupation of a moderate paflion, may have ferved to
amufe the gamefter; but when the drug becomes fami-
liar, it fails to produce its effe¢t: The play is made deep,
and the intereft increafed, to awaken his attention ; he is
carried on by degrees, and in the end comes to feek for
amufement, and to find it only mn thofe paflions of an-

K2 xiety,
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xiety, hope, and defpair, which are roufed by the hazard
into which he has thrown the whole of his fortunes.

[r men can thus turn their amufements into: a feene
more ferious and interefting than that of bufinefs itfelf,
it will be difficult to aflign a reafon, why bufinefs, and
many of the occupations of human life, independent of
any diftant confequences, or future events, may not be
chofen as an amufement, and adopted on account of the
paftime they bring. This 15, perhaps, the foundation
on which, without the aid of refleCtion, the contented
and the chearful have refted the gaiety of their tempers,
It is perhaps the moft folid bafis of fortitude which any
refletion can lay; and happinefs itfelf is fecured, by
making a certain fpecies of condu@® our amufement ;
and, by confidering life, in the general eftimate of jts va-
lue, as well as on cvery particular occafion, as a mere
{cene for the exercife of the mind, and the engagements
of the heart. “ I will try and attempt every thing,” fays
Brutus, “ I will never ceafe to recal my country from
“ this ftate of fervility, If the event be favourable, it will

“ prove matter of joy to us all; if not, yet I, notwith-

* ftanding, fhall rejoice.” Why rejoice in a difappoint-

ment ! Why not be deje@ed, when his country was o-
verwhelmed ! Becaufe forrow, perhaps, and dejetion,
can do no yood. Nay, but they muft be endured when
they come. And whence fhould they come to me? might
the Roman fay; I have followed my mind, and can
tollow it ftill. Events may have changed the fituation in
which I am deftined to act; but can they hinder my aé@-

ng
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ing the part of a man? Shew me a fitnation in which a
man can neither act nor die, and I will own he is wretch-
ed.

WHoEVER has the force of mind fteadily to view hu-
man life under this afpe@, has only to chufe well his
occupations, in order to command that ftate of enjoy-
ment, and freedom of foul, which probably conftitute the
peculiar felicity to which his active nature is deftined.

TuE difpofitions of men, and confequently their occu-
pations, are commonly divided into two principal clafles ;
the felfith, and the focial. The firft are indulged in {oli-
tude; and if they carry a reference to mankind, it is
that of emulation, competition, and enmity. The fe-
cond incline us to live with our fellow-creatures, and to
do them good; they tend to unite the members of fociety
together; they terminate in a mutual participation of
their cares and enjoyments, and render the prefence of
men.an occafion of joy. Under this clafs may be enu-
merated the paflions of the fexes, the affections of pa-
rents and children, general humanity, or fingular at-
tachments ; aboveall; that habit of the foul by which we
confider ourfelves as but a part of fome beloved commu-
nity, and as but individual members of fome fociety,
whofe general welfare is to us the fupreme objet of zeal,
and the great rule of our conduét. This affection is a
principle of candour, which knows no partial diftinc-
tions, and is confined to no bounds : it may extend its
effeéts beyond our perfonal acquaintance; it may, in the

mind,
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mind, and in thought, at leaft, make us feel a relation
to the univerfe, and to the whole creation of God.
“ Shall any one,” fays Antoninus, ““ love the city of
“ Cecrops, and you not love the city of God!”

No emotion of the heart is'indifferent. It is either an
alt of vivacity and joy, ora feeling of fadnefs; a tran{-
port of pleafure, or a convulfion of anguifth: and the
exercifes of our different difpofitions, as well as their gra-
tifications, are likely to prove matter of the greateft im-
portance to our happinefs or mifery.

THE individual is charged with the care of his animal
prefervation. He may exift in folitude, and, far removed
from fociety, perform many funétions of fenfe, imagi-
nation, and reafon. Heis even rewarded for the proper
difcharge of thofe funétions; and all the natural exerci-
fes which relate to himfelf, as well as to his fellow-crea-
tures, not only occupy without diftrefling him, but in
many inftances are attended with pofitive pleafures, and
fill up the hours of life with agreeable occupation,

THERE is a degree, however, in which we fuppofe that
the care of ourfelves becomes a fource of painful anxiety
and cruel paflions; in which it degenerates into avarice,
vanity, or pride; and in which, by foftering habits of
jealoufy and envy, of fear and malice, it becomes as de-
flructive of our own enjoyments, as it is hoflile to the
welfare of mankind. This evil, however, is not to be

charged
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charged upon any excefs in the care of ourfelves, but up-
on a mere miftake in the choice of our objets. We look
abroad for a happinefs which is to be found only in the
qualities of the heart: we think ourfelves dependent on
accidents ; and are therefore kept in fufpenfe and folici-
tude: we think ourfelves dependent on the will of other
men ; and are therefore fervile and timid: we think our
felicity is placed in fubje@s for which our fellow-crea-
tures are rivals and competitors ; and in purfuit of hap-
pinefs, we engage in thofe fcenes of emulation, envy, ha-
tred, animofity, and revenge, that lead to the higheft
pitch of diftrefs. We a, in fhort, as if to preferve
ourfelves were to retain our weaknefs, and perpetuate
our fufferings. =~ We charge the ills of a diftempered i-
magination, and a corrupt heart, to the acconnt of our
fellow-creatures, to whom we refer the pangs of our dif-
appointment or malice; and while we fofter our mifery,
are furprifed that the care of ourfelves is attended with
1o better effes.  But he who remembers that he is by
nature a rational being, and a member of fociety; that
to preferve himfelf, is to preferve his reafon, and to pre-
ferve the beft feelings of his heart; will encounter with
none of thefe inconveniencies ; and in the care of him-
{elf, will find fubje@s only of {atisfaction and triumph.

Tue divifion of our appetites into benevolent and fel-
fith, has probably, in fome degree, helped to miflead
our apprehenfion on the fubject of perfonal enjoyment
and private good; and our zeal to prove that virtue is
difinterefted, has not greatly promoted its caufe. 'The

gratification
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gratification of a felfith defire, it is thought, brings
advantage or pleafure to ourfelves; that of benevolerice
terminates in the pleafure or advantage of others: where-
as, in reality, the gratification of every defire is a per-
fonal enjoyment, and its value being proportioned to
the particular quality or force of the fentiment, it may
happen that the fame perfon may reap a greater advan-
tage from the good fortune he has procured to another,
than from that he has obtained for him{eIf,

WriLe the gratifications of benevolence, therefore,
are as much our own as thofe of any other defire what-
ever, the mere exercifes of this difpofition are, on many
accounts, to be confidered as the firft and the principal
conftituent of human happinefs. Every act of kindnefs,
or of care; in the parent to his child; every emotion of
the heart, in friendfhip or in love, in public zeal, or ge-
neral humanity, are fo many acts of enjoyment and
fatsfaction. Pity itfelf, and compaflion, even grief and
melancholy, when grafted on fome tender atfection, par-
take of the nature of the ftock; and if they are not po-
fitive pleafures, are at leaft pains of a peculiar nature,
which we donot even wifh to cxclmnge but for a very real
enjoyment, obtained in relieving our obje@. FEven ex-
tremes, in this clafs of our difpofitions, as they are the
reverfe of hatred, envy, and malice, fo they are never
attended with thofe excruciating anxieties, Jealoufies,
and fears, which tear the interefted mind; or if, in
reality, any ill paflion arife from a pretended attach-
ment to our fellow-creatures, that attachment may be

fafely
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fafely condemned, as not genuine. If we be diftruftful
or jealous, our pretended affection is probably no more
than a defire of attention and perfonal confideration, a
motive which frequently inclines us to be connected
with our fellow-creatures; but to which we are as fre-
quently willing to facrifice their happinefs. We con-
fider them as the tools of our vanity, pleafure, or
intereft; not as the parties on whom we may beftow
the effets of our good-will, and our love.

A mind devoted to this clafs of its affetions, being
occupied with an object that may engage it habitually,
is not reduced to court the amufements or pleafures with
which perfons of an ill temper are obliged to repair their
difgufts: and temperance becomes an eafy tafk when
gratifications of fenfe are fupplanted by thofe of the
heart. Courage too is molft eafily aflumed, or is ra-
ther infeparable from that ardour of the mind, in fociety,
friendfhip, or in public action, which makes us forget
fubjefts of perfonal anxiety or fear, and attend chiefly
to the obje& of our zeal or affeftion, not to the trifling
inconveniencies, dangers, or hardihips, which we our-
felves may encounter in flriving to maintain it.

It fhould feem, therefore, to be the happinefs of
man, to make his focial difpofitions the ruling {pring of
his occupations; to flate himfelf as the member of a
community, for whofe general good his heart may glow
with an ardent zeal, to the fuppreflion of thofe perfonal

L cares
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cares which are the foundation of painful anxieties,
fear, jealoufy, and envy; or, as Mr Pope exprefles the
fame fentiment,

(i i} “ Man, like the generous vine, fupported lives;
I fli “ The ftrength he gains, is from th'embrace he gives *.

| If this be the good of the individual, it is likewife that

I'i of mankind ; and virtue no longer impofes a talk by
| . H

) which we are obliged to beftow upon others that goml

from which we ourfelves refrain; but fuppofes, in the
higheft degree, as poflefled by ourfelves, that ftate of
felicity which we are required to promote in the world.

WE commonly apprehend, that it is our duty to de
kindnelles, and our happinefs to receive them: but if,
in reality, courage, and a heart devoted to the good of
mankind, are the conftituents of human felicity, the
kindnefs which is done infers a happinefs in the perfon
from whom it proceeds, not in him on whom it is be-
ftowed; and the greateft good which men poflefifed of

fortitude and generofity can procure to their fellow-crea-
tures, is a participation of this happy chara@er. * You
“ will confer the greatelt benefit on your city,” fays E-
pifetus, “not by raifing the roofs, but by exalting the
“ {ouls of your fellow-citizens ; for it is better that great
“ fouls {fhould live 1n {fmall habitations, t} hat abje&
10115 INoWld 1IVE 10 1ma labitations, than that abject
“ flaves {hould burrow in great houfes -}-.”
* The fame maxim will apply throughout every part of nature, 7% fre,
Mrs Carter’s tranflation of the works of Epictetus,
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To the benevolent, the fatisfaCtion of others is a
ground of enjoyment; and exiftence itfelf, in a world
that is governed by the wifdom of God, is a blefling.
The mind, freed from cares that lead to pufillanimity
and meannefs, becomes calm, aétive, fearlefs, and bold ;
capable of every enterprife, and vigorous in the exer-
cife of every talent, by which the nature of man is
adorned. On this foundation was raifed the admirable
charaéter, which, during a certain period of their ftory,
diftinguifhed the celebrated nations of antiquity, and
rendered familiar and ordinary in their manners, ex-
amples of magnanimity, which, under governments lefs
favourable to the public affedlions, rarely occur; or
which, without being much praétifed, or even under-
ftood, are made fubjeéts of admiration and fwelling
panegyric. “ Thus,” fays Xenophon, “ died Thrafy-
“ bulus; who indeed appears to have been a good man.”
What valuable praife, and how fignificant to thofe who
know the ftory of this admirable perfon! The mem-
bers of thofe illuftrious ftates, from the habit of confi-
dering themfelves as part of a community, or at leaflt
as deeply involved with fome order of men in the ftate,
were regardlefs of perfonal confiderations: they had a
perpetual view to objects which excite a great ardour in
the foul ; which led them to ac perpetualiy in the view
of their fellow-citizens, and to practie thofe arts of de-
liberation, elocution, policy, and war, on which the
fortunes of nations, or of men, in their colle@ive body,
depend. To the force of mind collected in this career,
and to the improvements of wit which were made in

L 2 purfuing
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purfuing it, thefe nations owed, not only their magna-
nimity, and the fuperiority of their political and mi-
litary condudt, but even the arts of poetry and litera-
ture, which among them” were only the inferior ap-
pendages of a genius otherwife excited, cultivated, and

refined.

To the ancient Greek, or the Roman, the individual
was nothing, and the public every thing. To the mo-
dern, in too many nations of Europe, the individual is
every thing, and the public nothing. The ftate is mere-
ly a combination of departments, in which confideration,
wealth, eminence, or power, are offered as the reward of
fervice. -It was the nature of modern government, even
in its firlt inftitation, to beftow on every individual a fix-
ed {tation and dignity, which he was to maintain for
himfelf. Our anceftors, in rude ages, during the recefs
of wars from abroad, fought for their perfonal claims at
home, and by their competitions, and the balance of
their powers, maintained a kind of political freedom in
the ftate, while private parties were fubjeét to continual
wrongs and eppreflions. Their polterity, in times
more polifhed, have reprefled the civil diforders in which
the aclivity of earlicr ages chiefly confifted ; butthey em-
ploy the calm they have gained, not in foftering a zeal
for thofe laws, and that conftitution of government, to
which they owe their protetion, but in pra®ifing apart,
and each for himfelf, the feveral arts of perfonal ad-
vancement, or profit, which their political eftablifhments
may enable them to purflue with fuccefs. Commerce,

which
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which may be fuppofed to comprehend every lucrative
art, is accordingly confidered as the great objet of na-
tions, and the principal ftudy of mankind.

So much are we accuftomed to confider perfonal for-
tune as the fole obje& of care, that even under popular
eftablithments, and in ftates where different orders of
men are fummoned to partake in the government of their
country, and where the hberties they enjoy cannot be
long preferved, without vigilance and acivity on the part
of the fubject ; ftill they, who, in the vulgar phrafe, have
not their fortunes to make, are fuppofed to be at a lofs
for occupation, and betake themfelves to folitary pa-
ftimes, or cultivate what they are pleafed to call a tafle
for gardening, building, drawing, or mufic. With this
aid, they endeavour to fill up the blanks of a liftlefs life,
and avoid the neceflity of curing their languors by any
pofitive fervice to their country, or to mankind.

Tue weak or the malicious are well employed in any
thing that is innocent, and are fortunate in finding
any occupation which prevents the effeéts of a temper
that would prey upon themifelves, or upon their fellow-
creatures. But they who are blefled with a happy
difpofition, with capacity and vigour, incura real
debauchery, by having any amufement that occu-
pies an improper fhare of their time; and are really
cheated of their happinefs, in being made to believe, that
any occupation or paftime is better fitted to amufe them-

felves,




il
il

86 Of Happinefs. PartI.

felves, than that which at the fame time produces fome
real good to their fellow-creatures.

TH1s fort of entertainment, indeed, cannot be the
choice of the mercenary, the envious, or the malignant.
Its value is known only to perfons of an oppolfite temper ;
and to their experience alone we appeal. Guided by
mere difpofition, and without the aid of refle®ion, in
bufinefs, in friendfhip, and in public life, they often
acquit themf{elves well; and borne with fatisfaction on
the tide of their emotions and {entiments, enjoy the pre-
fent hour, without recolletion of the paft, or hopes of
the future. It is in fpeculation, not in practice, they
are made to difcover, that virtue is a taik of feverity and
{elf-denial.

o e SR

Of National Felicity.

K AN is, by nature, the member of a community ;
R and when confidered in this capacity, the indivi-
dual appears tobe no longer made for himfelf. He muft
forego his happinefs and his freedom, where thefe inter-
fere with the good ot fociety. He is only part of a whole;
and the praife we think due to his virtue, is but a branch
of that more general commendation we beftow on the
member of a body, on the part of a fabric or engine,

for
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for being well fitted to occupy its place, and to produce
its effect.

Ir this follow from the relation of a part to its whole,
and if the public good be the principal object with indi-
viduals, it is likewife true, that the happinefs of indivi-
duals is the great end of civil fociety : for in what {enfe
can a public enjoy any good, if its members, confider-
ed apart, be unhappy!?

THE interefts of fociety, however, and of its mem-
bers, are eafily reconciled. If the individual owe every
degree of confideration to the public, he receives, in pay-
ing that very confideration, the greateft happinefs of
which his nature is capable; and the greateft blefling
that the public can beftow on its members, is to keep
them attached to itfelf. That is the moft happy ftate,
which is moft beloved by its fubjecls; and they are the
moft happy men, whofe hearts are engaged to a commu-
nity, in which they find every objet of generofity and
zeal, and a {cope to the exercifc of every talent, and of
every virtuous difpofition.

AFTER we have thus found general maxims, the great-
er part of our trouble remains, their juft application to
particular cafes. Nations are different in refpecl to their
extent, numbers of people, and wealth; in refpet to
the arts they pradife, and the accommodations they have
procured. Thefe circumflances may not only affect the
manners of men; they even, in our efteem, come into

' com petition,
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competition with the article of manners itfelf; are fiuppo-
fed to conflitute a national felicity, independent of vir-
tue; and give a title, vpon which we indulge our own
vanity, and that of other nations, as we do that of
private men, on the fcore of their fortunes and honours.

BuT if this way of meafuring happinefs, when ap-
plied to private men, be ruinous and falfe, it is {o no lefs
when applied to nations. Wealth, coinmerce, extent of
erritory, and the knowledge of arts, are, when proper-
ly employed, the means of prefervation, and the founda-
tions of power. If they fail in part, the nation is wea-
kened ; if they were entirely with-held, the race would
perifh: their tendency is to maintain numbers of men,
but not to conftitute happinefs. They will accordingly
maintain the wretched, as well as the happy. They an-
fwer one purpofe, but are not therefore fufficient for all;
and are of little fignificance, when only employed to
maintain a timid, dejected, and fervile people.

GREAT and powerful ftates are able to overcome and
{ubdue the weak ; polifhed and commercial nations have
more wealth, and pradlife a greater variety of arts, than
the rude: but the happinefs of men, in all cafes alike,
confilts in the bleflings of a candid, an a&ive, and flre-
nuous mind. And if we confider the ftate of fociety
merely as that into which mankind are led by their pro-
penfities, as a ftate to be valued from its effect in prefer-
ving the {pecies, in ripening their talents, and exciring
their virtues, we need not enlarge our communities, in

order




Sect. 0. Of National .Ft’.’riélf‘d‘c'_j. S0

order to enjoy thefe advantages. We frequently obtain
them in the moft remarkable degree, where nations re-
main independent, and are of a fmall extent.

To increafe the numbers of mankind, may be admit-
ted as a great and important object: but to extend the
limits of any particular ftate, is not, perhaps, the way
to obtain it; while we defire' that our fellow-creatures
fhould multiply, it does not follow, that the whole thould,
if poflible, be united under one head. We areapt to ad-
mire the emmpire of the Romans, as a model of national
greatnefs and fplendour: but the greatnefs we admire in
this cafe, was ruinous to the virtue and the happinefs
of mankind; it was found to be inconfiftent with all
the advantages which that conquering people had for-
merly enjoyed in the articles of government and man-
ners.

T'HE emulation of nations proceeds from their divifion.
A clufter of ftates, like a company of men, find the ex-
ercife of their reafon, and the teft of their virtues, in
the affairs they tranfad, upon a foot of equality, and of
{eparate intereft. The meafures taken for fafety, including
great part of the national policy, are relative in every ftate
to what is apprehended from abroad. Athens was necef-
fary to Sparta, in the exercife of her virtue, as fteel 1s to flint
in the produétion of fire ; and if the cities of Greece had
been united under one head, we fhould never Lave heard
of Epaminondas or Thrafybulus, of Lycurgus orSelon.

M WHEN
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WHEN we reafon in behalf of our fpecies, therefore,
although we may lament the abufes which fometimes a-
rife from independence, and oppofition of interelt; yet,
whilt any degrees of virtue remain with mankind, we
cannot wifh to croud, under one eftablifhment, numbers
of men who may ferve to conftitute feveral ; or to com-
mit affairs to the condu of one fenate, one legiflative or
executive power, which, upon a diftiné and feparace
footing, might furnilh an exercife of ability, and a the-

atre of glory, to many.

THis may bea fubje® upon which no determinate
rule can be given, but the admiration of boundlefs domi-
nion is a ruinous error ; and in no inftance, perhaps, is
the real intereft of mankind more entirely miftaken.

TuE meafure of enlargement to be wilhed for any
particular ftate, is often to be taken from the condition
of its neighbours. Where a number of ftates are conti-
guous, they fhould be near an equality, in order that they
may be mutually obje@s of refpect and confideration,
and in order that they may poflefs that independence in
which the political life of a nation confifts.

Wuen the kingdoms of Spain were united, when
the great fiefs in France were annexed to the crown, it
was no longer expedient for the nations of Great Britain
to continue disjoined.

THE
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TwE {fmall republics of Greece, indeed, by their fubdivi-
fions, and the balance of their power, found almoit in every
village the object of nations. Every little diftrict wasa
nurfery of excellent men, and what is now the wretched
corner of a great empire, was the field on which man-
kind have reaped their principal honours. But in
modern Europe, republics of a fimilar extent, are like
fhrubs, nnder the {hade of a taller wood, choked by
the neighbourhood of more powerful ftates. In their
cafe, a certain difproportion of force fruftrates, in a great
meafure, the advantage of feparation. They are like
the trader in Poland, who is the more defpicable, and
the lefs fecure, that he is neither mafter nor flave.

INDEPENDENT communities, in the mean time, however
weak, are averfe to a coalition, not only where it comes
with an air of impofition, or unequal treaty, but even
where it implies no more than the admiflion of new mem-
bers to an equal fhare of confideration with the old. The
citizen has no intereft in the annexation of kingdoms;
he muft find his importance diminifhed, as the flate is
enlarged : but ambitious men, under the enlargement of
territory, find a more plentiful harveft of power, and
of wealth, while government itfelf is an eafier tafk.
Hence the ruinous progrefs of empire ; and hence free na-
tions, under the fhew of acquiring dominion, {ufler
themfelves, in theend, to be yoked with the {laves they
had conquered.

M2 Our
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Ounr defire to augment the force of a nation is the on-
ly pretext for enlarging its territory; but this meafure,
when purfued to extremes, feldom fails to fruftrate it-

{elf.

NorwiTusTaNpING the advantage of numbers,
and fuperior refources in war, the ftrength of a nation
is derived from the chara@er, not from the wealth, nor
from the multitude of its people. If the treafure of a
ftate can hire numbers of men, ereé ramparts, and fur-
nifh the implements of war ; the pofleflions of the fearful
are eafily feized; a timorous multitude falls into rout
of itfelf; ramparts may be ftaled where they are not
defended by valour; and arms are of confequence only
in the hands of the brave. The band to which Age-
filaus pointed as the wall of his city, made a defence
for their country more permanent, and more effeGual,
than the rock and the cement with which other cities
were fortified.

We fhould owe little to that ftatefiman who were to
contrive a defence that might {uperfede the external ufes
of virtwe. Iltis wifely ordered for man, as' a rational
being, that the employment of reafon is neceflary to his
prefervation: it is fortunate for him, in the purfuit of
diftinction, that his perfonal confideration depends on his
character; and it is fortunate for nations, that, in order
to be powerful and fafe, they muft ftrive to maintain
the courage, and cultivate the virtues, of their people.
By the ufe of fuch means, they at once gain their ex-
rernalends, and are happy,

PEACE
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PeacE and unanimity are commonly confidered as the
principal toundations of public felicity ; yet the rival-
thip of feparate communities, and the agitations of a
free people, are the principles of political life, and the
fchool of men. How fhall we reconcile thefe jarring and
oppofite tenets! It is, perhaps, not neceflary to recon-
cile them. The pacific may do what they can to allay
the animofities, and to reconcile the opinions, of men;
and it will be happy if they can fucceed in reprefling
their crimes, and in calming the wo.ft of their paflions.
Nothing, in the mean time, but corruption or flavery
can fupprefs the debates that fubfift among men of in-
tegrity, who bear an equal part in the adminiftration of
{tate.

A perfett agreement in matters of opinion is not to be
obtained in the moft felet company; and if it were,
what would become of fociety? “ The Spartan legif-
“ lator,” fays Plutarch, “ appears to have fown the feeds
“ of variance and diflenfion among his countrymen :
“ he meant that good citizens fhould be led to difpute;
“ he confidered emulation as the brand by which their
“ yirtues were kindled ; and feemed to apprehend, that
“ a complaifance, by which men fubmit their opinions

“ without examination, is a principal fource of corrup-

* tion.”

ForMs of government are fuppofed to decide of the
happinefs or mifery of mankind. But forms of go-
vernment muft be varied, in order to fuit the extent,

the
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the way of fubfiftence, the chara&er, and the manners
of different nations. In fome cafes;, the multitude may
be fuffered to govern themfelves; in others, they muft
be feverely reftrained. The inhabitants of a village in
{ome primitive age, may have been fafely intrufted to
the condu@ of reafon, and to the fuggeftion of their
innocent views ; but the tenants of Newgate can {carcely
be trufted, with chains locked to their bodies, and bars
of iron fixed to their legs. How is it poilible, therefore,
to find any fingle form of government that would fuit
mankind in every condition!

WE proceed, however, in the following fection, to point
out the diftinctions, and to explain the language which
occurs in this place, on the head of different models for
fubordination and government.

PR LEE e i X.

The fame fubject continued.

T is a common obfervation, That mankind were origi-
nally equal. They have indeed by nature equal
rights to their prefervation, and to the ufe of their ta-
lents; but they are fitted for different {tations; and
when they are clafled by a rule taken from this circum-
ftance, they fuffer no injuftice on the fide of their na-
eural rights, It is obvious, that fome mode of {ubor-
dination
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dination is as neceflary to men as fociety itfelf; and

this, not only to attain the ends of government, but to
comply with an order eftablithed by nature.

PrioRr to any political inftitution whatever, men are
qualified by a great diverfity of talents, by a different
tone of the foul, and ardour of the paffions, to aét a va-
riety of parts. Bring them together, each will find his
place. They cenfure or applaud in a body; they con-
fult and deliberate in more fele¢t parties; they take or
give an afcendant as individvals; and numbers are by
this means fitted to aét in company, and to preferve their
communities, before any formal diftribution of office is
made.

We are formed to ad in this manner; and if we
have any doubts with relation to the rights of govern-
ment in general, we owe our perplexity more to the {ub-
tilties of the fpeculative, than to any uncertainty in the
feelings of the heart. Involved in the refolutions of our
compeny, we move with the croud before we have de-
termined the rule by which its will is collefled. We
follow a leader, before we have fettled the ground of
his pretenfions, or adjufted the form of his election:
and it is not till after mankind have committed many
errors in the capacities of magiftrate and fubject, that
they think of making government itfclf a fubject of rules.

Ir therefore, in confidering the variety of forms un-
der which focicties fubfift, the cafuifl is plealed to in-

uiIre,




96 Of National Felicity. Partl.

= AW has

quire, What title one man, or any number of men, have
to controul his acions! he may be anfwered, None at
all, provided that his a&ions have no effect to the pre-
judice of his fellow-creatures ; but if they have, the
rights of defence, and the obligation to reprefs the com-
miflion of wrongs, belong to colle@ive bodies, as well
as to individuals. Many rude nations, having no formal
tribunals for the judgement of crimes, aflemble, when
alarmed by any Hagrant offence, and take their mea-
fures with the criminal as they would with an enemy.

BuT will this confideration, which confirms the title
to fovereignty, where it is exercifed by the fociety in its
collective capacity, or by thofe to whom the powers of
the whole are committed, likewife fupport the claim to
dominion, where-ever it is cafually lodged, or even where
it is only maintained by force?

THr1s queftion may be fufficiently anfwered, by obfer-
ving, that a right to do juftice, and to do good, 1s com-
petent to every individuzl, or order of men; and that
the exercife of this right has no limits but in the defec
of power. But a right to do wrong, and commir in-
juftice, 1s an abufe of language, and a contradiftion in
terms. 1t 15 no more competent to the colleive body
of a people, than it is to any fingle ufurper. When we
admir fuch a prerogative in the cafe of any fovereign,
we can only mean to exprefs the extent of his power,
and the force with which he is enabled to execute his
pleafire, Such a prerogative is aflumed by the leader

of
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of banditti at the head of his gang, or by a defpotic
prince at the head of his troops. When the fword is
prefented by either, the traveller or the inhabitant may
fubmit from a fenfe of neceflity or fear; but he lies

under no obligation from a motive of duty or ju-
ftice.

THE multiplicity of forms, in the mean time, which
different focieties offer to our view, is almoft infinite,
The clafles into which they diftribute their members,
the manner in which they eftablifh the legiflative and
executive powers, the imperceptible circumftances by
which they are led to have different cuftoms, and to
confer on their governors unequal meafures of power
and authority, give rife to perpetual diftin@ions be-
tween conftitutions the moft nearly refembling one ano-
ther, and give to human affairs a variety in detail,
which, in its full extent, no underflanding can compre-
hend, and no memeory retain.

IN order to have a general and comprehenfive know-
ledge of the whole, we muft be determined on this, as
on every other fubject, to overlook many particulars
and fingularities, diftinguithing different governments;
to fix our attention on certain points, in which many
agree; and thereby eftablith a few general heads, under
which the fubje may be diftin@ly confidered. When
we have marked the characeriflics which form the
general points of coincidence; when we have purfucd
them to their confequences in the feveral modes of le-

= -l
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giflation, execution, and judicature, in the eftablifh-
ments which relate to police, commerce, religion, or
domeftic life; we have made an acquificion of know-
ledge, which, though it does not fuperfede the neceility
of experience, may ferve to direct our inquiries, and, in
the midft of affairs, to give an order and a method for
the arrangement of particulars that occur to our obfer-
vation.

WHEN I recolle@@ what the Prefident Montefquieu
has written, I am ata lofs to tell, why I fhould treat
of human affairs: but I too am infligated by my
refletions, and my fentiments; and I may utter
them more to the comprehenfion of ordinary capaci-
ties, becaufe I am more on the level of ordinary
men. If it be neceflary to pave the way for what fol-
lows on the general hiftory of nations, by giving {fome
account of the heads under which various forms of go-
vernment may be conveniently ranged, the reader fhould
perhaps be referred to what has been already delivered
on the fubjeét by this profound politician and amiable
moralift. In his writings will be found, not only the
original of what I am now, for the fake of order, to
copy from him, but likewife probably the fource of
many obfervations, which, in different places, I may,
under the belief of invention, have repeated, without
quoting their author.

THE ancient philofophers treated of government
eommonly under three heads; the Democratic, the Arifto-

cratic,
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cratic, and the Defpotic. Their attention was chiefly
occupied with the varieties of republican government;
and they paid little regard to a very important diftinc-
tion, which Mr Montefquieu has made, between defpo-
tifin and monarchy. He too has confidered govern-
ment as reducible to three general forms; and, “ to
it is
“ {ufficient to recal ideas which are familiar with men
of the leaft refletion, who admit three definitions,

underftand the nature of each,” he obferves,

“ or rather three facs: That a republic is a ftate in
“ which the people in a colleétive body, or a part of the
41

people, poflefs the fovereign power: That monarchy
“ is that in which one man governs, according to fixed
“ and determinate laws: And a defpotifin is that in
“ which one man, without law, or rule of adminiftra-
tion, by the mere impulfe of will or caprice, decides,
and carries every thing before him.”

RepvuBLics admit of a very material diftin&tion,
which is pointed out in the general definition; that be-
tween democracy and ariftocracy. In the firlt, fupreme
power remains in the hands of the collective bedy.  E-
very office of magiflracy, at the nc mination of this {o-
vereign, is open to every citizen; who, in the difcharge
of his duty, becomes the minifter of the people, and ac-
countable to them for every object of his truft.

3 = ? R e g e

In the fecond, the {overeignty is ledged m a particu-

1 v : ' g | . )
lar clafs, or order of men; who, being once named, con
tmue for life; or by the hereditary diftinétions of birth
N 2 and
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and fortune, are advanced to a ftation of permanent
{uperiority. From this order, and by their nomination,
all the offices of magiftracy are filled; and in the dif-
ferent aflemblies which they conftitute, whatever re-
lates to the legiflation, the execution, or jurifdiftion, is

finally determined.

Mr Montefquieu has pointed out the {fentiments or
maxims from which men muft be fuppofed to aé under
thefe different governments.

[+ democracy, they muft love equality; they muft
refpect the rights of their fellow-citizens; they muft
unite by the common ties of aflfeCtion to the ftate. In
forming perfonal pretenfions, they muft be fatisfied
with that degree of confideration they can procure by
their abilities fairly meafured with thofe of an opponent;
they muft labour for the public without hope of profit;
they mufl reject every attempt to create a perfonal de-
pendence. Candour, force, and elevation of mind, in
thort, are the props of democracy; and virtucis the
principle of conduét required to its prefervation.

How beautiful a pre-eminence on the fide of popular
government! and how ardently fhould mankind wifh
for the form, if it tended to eftablifh the principle, or
were, in every inftance, a fure indication of its pre-
fence!

Bur
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Burt perhaps we muft have poflefled the principle,
in order, with any hopes of advantage, to receive the
form; and where the firft is entirely extinguifhed, the
other may be franght with evil, if any additional evil
deferves to be fhunned where men are already un--
happy.

AT Conftantinople or Algiers, it is a thiferable {pec-
tacle when men pretend to a& on a foot of equality : they
only mean to thake off the reftraints of government, and
to feize as much as they can of that {peil, which, in or-
dinary times, is ingroffed by the mafter they ferve.

[T is one advantage of democracy, that the principal
ground of diftinétion being perfonal qualities, men
are clafled according to their abilities, and to the merit
of their aéions. Though all have equal pretenfions to
power, yet the flate is aétually governed by a few.
The majority of the people, even in their capacity of
fovereign, only pretend to employ their {fenfes; to feel,
when prefled by national inconveniencies, or threatened
by public dangers; and with the ardour which 1s
apt to arife in crouded aflemblies, to urge the purfuits
in which they are engaged, or to repel the attacks with

which they are menaced.

THE moft perfet equality of rights can never exclude
the afcendant of fuperior minds, nor the aflemblies of a
colle@ive body govern without the direftion of fe-

leck
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lect councils.  On this account, popular government
may be confounded with ariftocracy. “But this a-
lone does not conftitute the charater of ariftocra-
tical government. Here the members of the flate
are divided, at leaft, into two clafles; of which one is
deftined to command, the other to obey. No merits or
defets can raife or fink a perfon from one clafs to the o-
ther, The only effet of perfonal charadter is, to pro-
cure the individual a fuitable degree of confideration with
his own order, not to vary his rank. In onefituation he
1s taught to aflume, in another to yield the pre-emi-
nence. He occupies the ftation of patron or client, and
15 either the fovereign or the fubje@ of his country. The
whole citizens may unite in executing the plans of ftate,
but never in deliberating on its meafures, or enading its
laws. ‘What belongs to the whole people under demo-
cracy, is here confined to a part. Members of the fupe-
rior order, are among themfelves, poflibly, clafled accor-
ding to their abilities, but retain a perpetual afcendant
over thofe of inferior ftation. They are at once the fer-
vants and the mafters of the ftate, and pay with their per-
fonal attendance and their blood for the civil or military

honours they enjoy.

To maintain for himfelf, and to admit in his fellow-
citizen, a perfe equality of privilege and flation, is no
longer the leading maxim of the member of fuch a com-
munity. The rights of men are modified by their condi-
tion. One order claims more than it is willing to yield ;

the
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the other muft be ready to yield what it does not affume
to itfelf: and it is with good reafon that Mr Montef-
quicu gives to the principle of fuch governments the
name of moderation, not of wirtue.

THE elevation of one clafs is a moderated arrogance ;
the fubmiilion of the othera limited deference. The firft
muft be careful, by concealing the invidious part of their
diftinéion, to palliate what is grievous in the public ar-
rangement, and by their education, their cultivated
manners, and improved talents, to appear -qualified
for the ftations they occupy. The other muft be raught
to yield, from refpect and perfonal attachment, what
could not otherwife be extorted by force. When this
moderation fails on either fide, the conflitution totters,
A populace enraged to mutiny, may claim the right of
equality to which they are admitted in democratical
{tates; or a nobility bent on dominion, may chufe among.
themfelves, or find already pointed out to them, a fove-
reign, who, by advantages of fortune, popularity, or
abilities, is ready to feize for his own family, that en-
vied power, which has already carried his order beyond
the limits of moderation, and infeted particular men
with 2 boundlefs ambition.

MoxarcHIEs have accordingly been found with the
recent marks of ariltocracy. There, however, the mo-
narch is only the fir{t among the nobles ; he muft be {a-
tisfied with a limited power ; his fubjedts are ranged in-
to clafles ; he finds on every quarter a pretence to privi-
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lege, that circumfcribes his authority; and he finds a
force fafficient to confine his adminiitration within cer-
tain bounds of equity, and determinate laws.

UxpEr fach governments, however, the love of equa-
lity is prepofterous, and moderation itfelf is unneceflary.
The object of every rank is precedency, and every order
may difplay its advantages to their full extent, The fo-
vereign himfelf owes great part of his authority to the
founding titles and the dazzling equipage which he exhi-
bits in public. The fubordinate ranks lay claim to im-
portance by a like exhibition, and for that purpofe carry
in every inftant the enfigns of their birth, or the orna-
ments of their fortune. What elfe could mark out to the
individual the relation in which he ftands to his fellow-
fubjecs, or diftinguifh the numberlefs ranks that fill up
the interval between the ftate of the fovereign and that of
the peafant? Or what elfe could, in ftates of a great ex-
tent, preferve any appearance of order, among members
difunited by ambition and intereft, and dchmcd to form
a community, without the fenfe of any common con-
cern?

MoxarcHIEs are generally found, where the ftate is
enlarged in population and in territory, beyond the num-
bers and dimenfions that are confiftent with republican
government. Together with thefe circumftances, greae
mequalities arife in the diftribution of propui'tv; and the
defire of pre-eminence becomes the predominant paflion,
Every rank would exercife its prerogative, and the fove-
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reign is perpetually tempted to enlarge his own ; if fub-
jects, who defpair of precedence, plead for cquality, he
is willing to favour their claims, and to aid them in pro-
curing what muft weaken a force, with which he him-
felf is, on many occafions, obliged to contend. In the
event of fuch a policy, many invidious diitin@ions and
grievances peculiar to monarchical government, may, in
appearance, be removed; but the ftate of equality to
which the fubjects approach, is that of flaves, equally
dependent on the will of a mafter, not that of freemen
in a condition to maintain their own.

THE principle of monarchy, according to Montef-
quien, is honour. Men may poflefs good qualities, ele-
vation of mind, and fortitude; but the fenfe of equality,
that will bear no incroachment on the perfonal rights of' the
meaneft citizen ; theindignant fpirit, that will not court a
protection, nor accept as a favour, what is due as a
right; the public affe@ion, which is founded on the ne-
glect of perfonal confiderations, are neither confiftent with
the prefervation of the conftitution, nor agreeable to the
habits acquired in any ftation afligned to 1ts members.

EvERY condition is poffeflfed of peculiar dignity, and
points out a propriety of condué, which men of {tation
are obliged to maintain. In the commerce of fuperiors
and inferiors, it is the objed of ambition, and of vani-
ty, to refine on the advantages of rank; while, to ficili-
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tate the intercourfe of polite fociety, it is the aim of
oood breeding, to difguife or reject them.

TrHouGH the obje@s of confideration are rather
the dignities of ftation than perfonal qualities ; though
friendfhip cannot be formed by mere inclination, nor al-
liances by the mere choiceof the heart; yet men {o united,
and even without changing their order, are highly fuf-
ceptible of moral excellence, or hable to many different
degrees of corruption. They may a& a vigorous part as
members of the {tate, an amiable one in the commerce of
private fociety ; or they may yield up their dignity as ci-
tizens, even while they raife their arrogance and prefump-
tion as private partics.

I~ monarchy, all orders of men derive their honours
from the crown; but they continue to hold them as a
right, and they exercife a fubordinate power in the ftate,
founded on the permanent rank they enjoy, and on the
attachment of thofe whom they are appointed to lead and
prote&t. Though they do not force themfelves into na-
tional councils, and. public affemblies, and though the
name of fenate is unknown ; yet the fentiments they ad-
opt muit have weight with the fovereign ; and every
individual, in his feparate capacity, in fome meafure, de=
liberates for his country. In whatever dees not derogate
from his rank, he has an arm ready to {ferve the com-
munity ; in whatever alarms his {enfc of honour, he has
averfions and diflikes, which amount to 2 negative on the
will of his prince.

INTANGLED
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:
INTANGLED together by the reciprocal ties of de-
pendence and protection, though not combined by the
fenfe of a common intereft, the fubje@s of monarchy,
like thofe of republics, find themfelves occupied as the
members of an active fociety, and engaged to treat with
their fellow-creatures on a liberal footing. If thofe
principles of honour which fave the individual from fer-
vility in his own perfon, or from becoming an engine of
oppreflionin the hands of another, fhould fail; if they
ihould give way to the maxims of commerce, to the re-
finements of a fuppofed philofophy, or to the mifplaced
ardours of a republican {piric; if they are betrayed by
the cowardice of fubjects, or fubdued by the ambition of
princes ; what muft become of the nations of Europe?

DEesroTisym is monarchy corrupted,in which a court and
a prince in appearance remain, butin which every fubordi-
nate rank is deftroyed; in which the fubjeét is told, that he
has no rights; that he cannot poffefs any property, nor
fill any ftation, independent of the momentary will of his
prince. Thefe docéirines are founded on the maxims of
conqueft ; they muft be inculcated with the whip and the
iword ; and are beft received under the terror of chains
and imprifonment. Fear, therefore, is the principle
which qualifies the fubje@ to occupy his ftation: and
the fovereign, who holds out the enfizns of terror fo free-
ly to others, has abundant reafon to give this paflion a
principal place with himfelf. That tenure which he has
devifed for the rights of others, is foon applied to his
own; and from his eager defire to fecure, or to extend,

Q= his
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his power, he finds it become, like the fortunes of his
people, a creature of mere imagination and unfettled ca-

price.

, WiHiLsT we thus, with {fo much accuracy, can

il '."H,"' aflipn the ideal limits that may diftinguith confti-
il g , g
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Rhobith * | tutions of covernment, we find them, in reality, both
! | o ? oJ
i in refpe@t to the principle and the form, varioufly
1S e blended together. In what fociety are mnot men
! N

"

clafled by external diftinctions, as well as perfonal
qualities ! In what flate are they not actuated by a va-
riety of principles; juftice, honour, moderation, and
fear? It is the purpofe of fcience, not to difguife this
confufion in its objeét, but, in the multiplicity and com-
bination of particulars, to find the principal points which

deferve our attention, and which, being well underftood,
{ave us from the embarraflment which the wvarieties of
fingular cafes might otherwife create. In the fame degree
in which governments require men to act from principles
of virtue, of honour, or of fear, they are more or lefs
fully comprifed under the heads of republic, monarchy,
or defporifm, and the general theory is more or lefs appli-

cable to their particular cafe.

Forys of government, 1n fa®t, mutually approach
or recede by many, and often infenfible gradations. De-
mocracy, by admitting certain inequalities of rank, ap-
proaches to ariftocracy. In popular, as well as anfto-

cratical governments, particular men, by their perfo-
nal authority, and {oinstimes by the credit of their fami-
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ly, have maintained a {pecies of monarchical power.
The monarch is limited in different degrees: even the
defpotic prince is only that monarch whofe {ubje@s claim
the feweft privileges, or who is himfelf beft prepared to
fubdue them by force. All thefe varieties are but fteps
in the hiftory of mankind, and mark the fleeting and
rranfient fituations through which they have pafled,
while fupported by virtue, or deprefled by vice.
PerrFECT democracy and defpotifm appear to be the
oppolite extremes to which conftitutions of govern-
ment are fometimes carried. Under the firft, a per-
fe@ virtue is required; under the fecond, a tetal corrup-
tion is fuppofed: yet in point of mere form, there being
nothing fixed in the ranks and diftintions of men, beyond
the cafual and temporary pofleflion of power, focieties
eafily pafs from a condition inwhich cvery individual has
an equal title to reign, 1nto one in which they are equal-
ly deftined to ferve. The fame qualities in both, cou-
rage, popularity, addrefs, and military condué, raife
the ambitious to eminence. With thefe quahues, the
citizen or the flave eafily pafles from the-ranks to the
command of an army, from an obfcure to an illuftrious
ftation. In either, a fingle perfon may rule with

unlimited fway; and in both, the populace may break

&

down everv barrier of order, and reftraint of law.

~ SR 1 Tie Ratlhiihed ar nor tha
Ir we fuppofe that the equaiity eftablilhed among toe
fubjeéts of a defpotic ftate, has infpired its members with
&
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fpotic prince, having ceafed to be an object of fear, muft
fink among the croud. If, on the contrary, the perfonal
equality which is enjoyed by the members of a demo-
cratical ftate, thould be valued merely as an equal pre-
tenfion to the objects of avarice and ambition, the mo-
narch may ftart up anew, and be fupported by thofe
who mean to {hare in his profits. When the covetous
and mercenary aflfemble in parties, ,it is of no con-
fequence under what leader they inlift, whether Ce-
{ar or Pompey ; the hopes of rapine or power are the
only motives from which they become attached to ei-
ther.

In the diforder of corrupted focieties, the feene
has been frequently changed from democracy to defpo-
tifm, and from the laft too, in its turn, to the fir(L
From amidft the democracy of corrupt men, and from
a fcene of lawlefs confufion, the tyrant afcends a
throne with arms reeking in blood.  But his abufes, or
his weaknefles, in the ftation which he has gained, in
their turn, awaken and give way to the {pirit of mutiny
and revenge.  The cries of murder and defolation,
which in the ordinary courfe of military government
terrified the fubje¢t in his private retreat, are carried
through the vaults, and made to pierce the grates and
iron doors of the feraglio. Democracy feems to revive
in a fcene of wild diforder and tumult: but both the
extremes are but the tranfient fits of paroxyfin or lan-
guor 1n a diftempered flate.

Ir
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Ir men be any where arrived at this meafure of depravi-
ty, there appears no immediate hope of redrefs. Neither
the afcendency of the multitude, nor that of the tyrant,
‘will fecure the adminiftration of juftice: neither the li-
cence of mere tumult, nor the calm of dejection and fer-
vitnde, will teach the citizen that he was born for candour
and affe@ion to his fellow- creatures. And if the {pecula-
tive would find that habitual ftate of war which they are
fometimes pleafed to honour with the name of the fate
of nature, they will find it in the conteft that fubfifts be-
tween the defpotical prince and his fubjects, not in the
firlt approaches of a rude and fimple tribe to the condi-
tion and the domeftic arrangement of nations.

PART

e —————— ) L= oo . "
sl —ar T = -

!
I
E.

N e

- a2




113 Of the Informations PartII.

PART SECOND.

Of the Hiftory of Rude Nations.
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Of the Informations on this fubject which are derived [from
Antiguity.

r I VHE hiftory of mankind is confined" within a li-
mited period, and from every quarter brings an
intimation thac human affairs have had a begin-

ning. Nations, diftinguithed by the poffeffion of arts,
and the felicity of their political eftablifhments, have
been derived from a feeble original, and ftill preferve in
their flory the indications of a flow and gradual pro-
grefs, by which this diftin@ion was gained. The anti-
quities of every people, however diverfified, and how-
ever difguifed, contain the fame information on this
point.

In facred hiftory, we find the parents of the {pecies,
as yet a fingle pair, fent forth to inherit the earth, and
to
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to force a fubfiftence for themfelves amidft the briers and
thorns which were made to abound on its furface.
Their race, which was again reduced to a few, had to
{truggle with the dangers that await a weak and infant
{pecies; and after many ages elapfed, the moft refpe@a-
ble nations took their rife from one or a few families that
had paftured their flocks in the defert.

THE Grecians derive their own origin from unfettled
tribes, whofe frequent migrations are a proof of the
rude and infant ftate of their communities ; and whofe
warlike exploits, fo much celebrated in flory, only ex-
hibit the ftruggles with which they difputed for the
pofleflion of a country they afterwards, by their talent
for fable, by their arts, and their policy, rendered fo
famous in the hiftory of mankind,

ITaLy muft have been divided into many rude and
feeble cantons, when a band of robbers, as we are
taught to confider them, found a fecure fettlement on
the banks of the Tiber, and when a people, yet compo-
fed only of one fex, fuftained the charader of a nation.
Rome, for many ages, faw, from her walls, on every
fide, the territory of her enemies, and found as little ro

check or to flifle the weaknefs of her infant power, as

the did afterwards to reftrain the progrefs of her exrend-
ed empire. Like a Tartar or a Scythian horde, which
had pitched on a fettlement, this nafeent commu: ty
was equal, if not fuperior, to every tribe in its peigh-

bourhood ; and the oak which has covered the ficld with

P 1ts
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its fhalde, was once a fecble plant in the nurfery, and
not to be diltinguifhed from the weeds by which its early
orowth was reftrained.

TiE Gauls and the Germans are come to our know-
ledge with the marks of a fimilar condition ; and the in-
habitants of Britain, at the time of the firlt Roman in-
vafions, refembled, in many things, the prefent natives
of North America: they were ignorant of agriculture;
they painted their bodies; and ufed for cloathing, the
{kins of beafts.

SvcH therefore appears to have been the commence-
ment of hiftory with all nations, and 1n {uch circumfitan-
ces are we to look for the original charater of mankind.
The inquiry refers to a diftant period, and every con-
clufion thould build on the fadts which are preferved
for our ufe. Our method, notwithftanding, too fre-
quently, is to reft the whole on conjecture; to impute
cvery advantage of our nature to thofe arts which we
ourfelves poflefs; and rto imagine, that a mere negation
of all our virtues is a fufficient defeription of man in his
original ftate. We are ourfelves the fuppofed ftandards
of politenefs and civilization; and where our own fea-
tures do not appear, we apprehend, that there is nothing
which deferves to be known. But it is probable that
here, as in many other cafes, we are ill qualified, from
our fuppofed knowledge of caunfes, to prognofticate effects,
or to determine what muft have been the properties and
operations, even of our own nature, in the abfence of

thofe
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thofe circumflances in which we have feen it engaged,
Who would, from mere conjeQure, fu ppofe, that the
naked favage would be a coxcomb and a gamefter? that
he would be proud and vain, without the diftin@ions of
title and fortune? and that his principal care would be
to adorn his perfon, and to find an amufement? Fven
if it could be fuppofed that he would thus fhare in our
vices, and, in the midft of his foreft, vie with the follies
which are pradtifed in the town; yet no one would be
fo bold as to affirm, that he would likewife, in any in-
ftance, excel us in talents and virtues; that he would
have a penetration, a force of imagination and elocution,
an ardour of mind, an affe@ion and courage, which the
arts, the difcipline, and the policy of few nations would
be able to improve. Yet thefe particulars are a part in
the defcription which is delivered by thofe who have had
opportunities of feeing mankind in their rudeft condi-
tion: and beyond the reach of fuch teftimony, we can
neither fafely take, nor pretend to give, information on
the fubject.

Ir conjetures and opinions formed at a diftance,
have not fufficient authority in the hiftory of mankind,
the domefltic antiquities of every nation muft, for this
very reafon, be received with caution. They are, for
moft part, the mere conjectures or the fictions of fub-
fequent ages; and even where at firfl they contained
fome refemblance of truth, they ftill vary with the ima-
gination of thofe by whom they are tranfinirted, and
in every generation receive a different form. They are

P 3 made
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made to bear the ftamp of the times through which they
have pafled in the form of tradition, not of the ages to
which their pretended deferiptions relate. The infor-
mation they bring, is not like the light refleéted from a
mirrour, which delineates the obje@t from which it o-
riginally came; but, like rays that come broken and
difperfed from an opaque or unpolithed furface, only
give the colours and features of the body from which
they were laft reflected.

WHEN traditionary fables are rehearfed by the vul-
gar, they bear the marks of a national charaéter; and
though mixed with abfurdities, often raife the imagi-
nation, and move the heart: when made the materials
of poetry, and adorned by the fkill and the eloquence
of an ardent and fuperior mind, they inftruct the un-
derftanding, as well as engage the paflions. It is only
in the management of mere antiquaries, or ftript of the
ornaments which the laws of hiftory forbid them to
wear, that they become even unfit to amufe the fancy,
or to ferve any purpofe whatever.

It were abfurd to quote the fable of the Tliad or the
Odyfley, the legends of Hercules, Thefeus, or OEdipus,
as authorities in matter of fac relating to the hiftory of
mankind ; but they may, with great juflice, be cited
to afcertain what were the conceptions and fentiments
of the age in which they were compofed, or to charac-
terife the genius of that people, with whofe imagina-

tions
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tions they were blended, and by whom they were fondly
rehearfed and admired.

Ix this manner fition may be admitted to vouch for
the genius of nations, while hiftory has nothing to offer
that is intitled to credit. 'The Greck fable accordingly
conveying a charadler of its authors, throws light on
an age of which no other record remains. The fupe-
riority of this people is indeed in no circumftance more
evident than in the ftrain of their fitions, and in the
ftory of thofe fabulous heroes, poets, and fages, whofe
tales, being invented or embellifhed by an imagination
already filled with the fubje&t for which the hero was
celebrated, ferved to inflame that ardent enthufiafm with
which this people afterwards proceeded in the purfuit
of every national object.

It was no doubt of great advantage to thofe nations,
that their fyftem of fable was original, and being al-
ready received in popular traditions, ferved to diffufe
thofe improvements of reafon, imagination, and fenti-
ment, which were afterwards, by men of the fineft ta-
lents, made on the fable itfelf, or conveyed in its mo-
ral. The paflions of the poet pervaded the minds of the
people; and the conceptions of men of genius being
communicated to the vulgar, became the incentives of &
national {pirit.

A mythology borrowed from abroad, a literature
founded on references to a {trange country, and fraught
with
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with foreign allufions, are much more confined in their
ufe: they {fpeak to the learned alone; and though in-
tended to inform the underftanding, and to mend the
hearr, may, by being confined to a few, have an oppo-
fite effect: they may fofter conceit on the ruins of com-
mon f{enfe, and render what was, at leaft innocently, fung
by the Athenian mariner at his oar, or rehearfed by the
fhepherd in attending his flock, an occafion of vice, and
the foundation of pedantry and fcholaftic pride.

Our very learning, perhaps, where its influence ex-
tends, ferves, in fome meafure, to deprefs our national

Apirit. - Our literature being derived from nations of adif-

ferent race, who flourithed at a time when our anceftors
were in a ftate of barbarity, and confequently when
they were defpifed by thofe who had attained to the li-
terary arts, has given rife to a humbling opinion,
that we ourfelves are the offspring of mean and con-
temptible nations, with whom the human imagination

and {entiment had no effe@, till the genius was in a

manner infpired by examples, and direced by leffons
that were brought from abread. The Romans, from
whom our accounts are chiefly derived, have admitted,
in the rudenefs of their own anceftors, a fyftem of vir-
tues, which all fimple nations perhaps equally poflefs;
a contempt of riches, love of their country, patience
of hardlhip, danger, and fatigue. They have, not-
withftanding, vilified our anceflors for having perhaps
only refembled their own; at leaft, in the defe@ of

their
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their arts, and in the negle&t of conveniencies which
thofe arts are employed to procure.

IT is from the Greek and the Roman hiftorians, how-
ever, that we have not only the moft authentic and in-
{tructive, but even the moft engaging, reprefentations of
the tribes from whom we defcend. Thofe {ublime and intel-
ligent writers underftood human nature, and could col-
lect its features, and exhibit its characters in every fituation.
They were ill fucceeded in this tafk by the early hifto-
rians of modern Europe; who, generally bred to the
profeflion of monks, and confined to the monaftic life,
applied themfelves to record what they were pleafed to
denominate facts, while they fuffered the produions
of genius to perifh, and were unable, either by the mat-
ter they felected, or the ftyle of their compofitions, to
give any reprefentation of the adtive {pirit of mankind
mn any condition, With them, a narration was fup-
pofed to conftitute hiflory, whilit it did not convey any
I{nowledgc of men; and hiftory itfelf was allowed to be
complete, while, amid(t the events and the fucceflion of
princes that are recorded in the order of time, we are left
to look in vain for thofe chara&eriftics of the under-
ftanding and the heart, which alone, in every human
tranfaéion, render the flory cither engaging or ufeful.

WE therefore willingly quit the hiflory of our early
anceftors, where Cefar and Tacitus have dropped them ;
and perhaps, till we come. within the reach of what is
connected with prefent affairs, and makes a part in the

fyftem
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fyftem on which we now proceed, have little reafon to
expect any {ubject to interelt or inform the mind, We
have no reafon, however, from hence to conclude, that
the matter itlelf was more barren, or the feene of hu-
man affairs lefs interefting, in modern Europe, than it
has been on every ftage where mankind were engaged
to exhibit the movements of the heart, the efforts of ge-
nerofity, magnanimity, and courage.

THE trial of what thofe ages contained, is not even fair-
Iy made, when men of genius and diftinguifhed abilicies,
with the accomplifhments of a learned and a polithed age,
collect the materials they have found, and, with the great-
eft fuccefs, conne& the flory of illiterate ages with
tranfactions of a later date: it is difficult even for them,
under the names which are applied in a new ftate of
fociety, to convey a juft apprehenfion of what mankind
were in fitnations fo different, and in times fo remote
from their own.

IN deriving from hiftorians of this charadter the in-
truction which their writings are fit to beftow, we are
frequently to forget the general terms that are employ-
ed, in order to collet the real manners of an age, from
the minute circumftances that are occa fionally prefented.
The titles of Royal and Nuble were applicable to the fa-
milies of Tarquin, Collatinus, and Cincinnatus - ; but Lu-
cretia was employed in domeftic induftry with IIQI maids,
and Cincinnatus followed the plough. The dignities,
ind even the offices, of civil fociety, were known ma mny

ages
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ages ago, in Europe, by their prefent appellations; butwe
find in the hiftory of England, that a king and his court
being aflembled to folemnize a feltival, an outlaw, who
had fubfifted by robbery, came to fhare in the feait. The
king himfelf arofe to force this unworthy gueft from the
company, a {cuflle enfued between them, and the king was
killed *. A chancellor and prime minifter, whofe magnifi-
cence 'and {fumptuous furniture were the fubject of admi-
ration and envy, had his apartments covered every day in
winter with clean ftraw and hay,and in fummer with green
rufhes or boughs. Even the fovereign himfelf, in thofe ages,
was provided with forage for his bed . Thefe pictu-
relque features and chara@eriftical ftrokes of the times,
recal the imagination from the fuppofed diftin@ion of
monarch and fubjed, to that ftate of rough familiarity
in which our anceftors lived, and under which they adl-
ed, with a view to objecs, and on principles of condud,
which we feldom comprehend, when we are employed to
record their tranfaions, or to ftudy their charaters.

THUCYDIDES, notwithftanding the prejudice of his
country againit the name of Barbarian, underftood that
it was in the cuftoms of barbarous nations he was to
fludy the more ancient manners of Grecce,

Tur Romans might have found an image-of their own
anceftors, in the reprefentations they have given of ours:
andifever an Arab clan fhall become a civilized nation, or

Hume's Hiflory, ch. 8. p.235.

i Ibid. p. 73,
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any American tribe efcape the poifon which is admini-
ftered by our traders of Europe, it may be from the rela-
tions of the prefent times, and the defcriptions which are
now given by travellers, that fuch a people, in after a-
oes, may beft colleét the accounts of their origin. It is
in their prefent condition, that we are to behold, asin a
mirrour, the features of our own progenitors; and
from thence we are to draw our conclufions with refpe&
to the influence of fituations, in which, we have reafon
to believe, our fathers were placed.

WaaT fhould diftinguith a German or a Briton, in
the habits of his mind or his body, in his manners or
apprehenfions, from an American, who, like him,
with his bow and his dart, is left to traverfe the foreft;
and in a likefevere or variable climate, is obliged to fub-
fift by the chace?

Ir, in advanced years, we would form a juft notion of
our progrefs from the cradle, we 'muft have recourfe to
the nurfery, and from the example of thofe who are {till
in the period of life we mean to defcribe, take our
reprefentation of paft manners, that cannot, in any
other way, be recalled.

S E G'T.
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Qf Rude Nations prior to the Eflablyfbment of Property.

. Rowm one to the other extremity of America; from
" Kamfchatka weftward to the river Oby, and from
the Northern fea, over that length of country, to the con-
fines of China, of India, and Perfia ; from the Cafpian
to the Red fea, with little exception, and from thence over
the inland continent and the weftern fhores of Africa; we
every where meet with nations on whem we beflow the
appellations of barbarous or favage. That extenfive tract
of the earth, containing fo grear a variety of fituation,
climate, and foil, fhould, in the manners of its inhabi:ants,
exhibit all the diverfities which arife from the unequal in-
fluence of the fun, joined to a different nourithment and
manner of life. Every queftion, however, on this fub-
ject 1s premature, till we have firft endeavoured to form
fome general conception of our fpecies in its rude ftate,
and have learned to diftinguifh mere ignorance from dull-
nefs, and the want of arts from the want of capacity.

Or the nations who dwell in thofe, or any other of the
lefs cultivated parts of the earth, fome intruft their fub-
iftence chiefly to hunting, fithing, or the natural pro-
duce of the foil. They have little attention to property,
and fcarcely any beginnings of fubordination or govern-
ment.  Others having poflefied themielves of herds, and

Q2 dt'immflng
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depending for their provifion on pafture, know what it is
to be poor and rich. They know the relations of patron
and client, of fervant and mafter, and {uffer themfelves
to be clafied according to their meafures of wealth. This
diftinétion muft create a material difference of charadter,
and may furnifh two feparate heads, under which to
confider the hiftory of mankind in their rudeft ftate ; that
of the favage, who is not yet aecquainted with property ;
and that of the barbarian, to whom it is, although not
alcertained by laws, a principal obje of care and de-
fire.

It muft appear very evident, that property is a matter
of progrefs. It requires, among other particulars which
are the effects of time, fome method of defining poflef-
flon. The very defire of it proceeds from experience;
and the induftry by which it is gained, or improved, re-
quires fuch a habit of ading with a view to diftant ob-
jects, as may overcome the prefent difpofition either to
floth or to enjoyment. This habit is flowly acquired, and
15 in reality a principal diftin@ion of nations in the ad-
vanced flate of mechanic and commercial arts,

IN a wibe which fubfifts by hunting and fithing, the
arms, the utenfils, and the fur, which the individual car-
ries, are to him the only fubje@s of property. The food
of to-morrow 1s yet wild in the foreft, or hid in the lake;
it cannot be appropriated before it is caught; and event
then. being the purchafe of numbers, who fith or
hunt in a body, itaccrues to the community, and is ap-

plied




Sect. 2. the Efablifbment of Property. 12y

plied to immediate ufe, or becornes an acceflion to the
ftores of the public.

WHERE favage nations, as in moft parts of America,
mix with the practice of hunting fome ipecies of rude
agriculture, they ftill follow, with refpe to the foil and
the fruits of the earth,theanalogy of their principal objeét.
As the men hunt, {o the women labour together; and,
after they have fhared the toils of the feed-time, they
enjoy the fruits of the harveft in common. The field in
which they have planted, like the diftri®t over which
they are accuftomed to hunt, is claimed as a property by
the nation, but is not parcelled in lots to its members,
They go forth in parties to prepare the ground, to plant,
and to reap. The harveflt is gathered into the public
granary, and from thence, at flated times, is divided in-
to fhares for the maintenance of feparate families *, -
ven the returns of the market, when they trade with fo-
reigners, are brought home to the flock of the nation 2

As the fur and the bow pertain to the individual, the
cabbin and its utenfils are appropriated to the family ;
and as the domeftic cares are committed to the women, {o
the property of the houfehold feems likewife to be vefted
in them. The children are confidered as pertaining to the
mother, with little regard to defcent on the father's fide.
The males, before they are married, remain in the cab-

* Hiftory of the Caribbees,
+ Charlevoix,
Dir
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13

o g : ; :
bin in which they are born; but after they have form-
ed a new connection with the other fex, they change their

itation, and become an acceflion to the family in

which they have found their wives. The hunter and
the warrior are numbered by the matron as a part of her
treafure ; they arereferved for perils and trying occalions ;
and in the recefs of public councils, in the intervals of
hunting or war, are maintained by the cares of the wo-
men, and loiter about in mere amufemeat or floth *.

WHILE one fex continue to value themfelves chiefly
on their courage, their talent for policy, and their war-
like atchievments, this {pecies of property which is be-
{towed on the other, is in reality a mark of {ubjetion;
not, as fome writers alledge, of their having acquired an
afcendant+f. Itis the care and trouble of a fubje& with
which the warrior does not chufe to be embarrafled. It is
a fervitude, and a continual toil, where no honours are
won; and they whofe province it is, are in fa& the
flaves and the helots of their country. Ifin this deftina-
tion of the fexes, while the men continue to iuduTgeL
them{elves in the contempt of fordid and mercenary arts,
the cruel eftablifhment of flavery is for fome ages defer-
red ; if inthis tender, though unequal alliance, the affec-
tions of the heart prevent the feverities pra@ifed on flaves;
we have in the cuftom itfelf, as perhaps in many other
nflances, reafon to prefer the firft fuggeftions Di"'n:ltur::,
to many of her after refinements.

Lafitau,
+  Ibid,
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Ir mankind, in any inftance, continue the article
of property on the footing we have now reprefent-
ed, we may eaflily credit what is farther reported by
travellers, that they admit of no diftintions of rank
or condition; and that they have in fa& no degree of
fubordination different from the diltribution of funétion,
which follows the differences of age, talents, and difpo-
fitions. Perfonal qualities give an afcendant in the midt
of occafions which require their exertion ; but in times
of relaxation, leave no veftige of power or prerogative.
A warrior who has led the youth of his nation to the
{laughter of their enemies, or who has been foremoft in
the chace, returns upon a level with the reft of his tribe ;
and when the only bufinefs is to fleep, or to feed, can
enjoy no pre-eminence; for he fleeps and he feeds no
better than they.

WHERE no profit attends dominion, one party is as
much averfe to the trouble of perpetual command, as
the other is to the mortification of perpetual fubmiflion :
“ 1 love victory, I love great actions,” fays Mon-
tefquien in the charater of Sylla; “ but have no re-
« 1ifh for the languid detail of pacific government, or
“ the pageantry of high ftation.” He has touched per-
haps what is a prevailing {enfiment in the fimpleft flate
of fociety, when the weaknefs of motives {uggelted
by intereft, and the ignorance of any elevation not

founded on merit, fupplies the place of diidam.

THE
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THE character of the mind, however, in this flate,
15 not founded on ignorance alone. Men are con-
fcious of their equality, and are tenacious of its rights.
Even when they follow a leader to the field, they
cannot brook the pretenfions to a formal command: they
liften to no orders; and they come under no military
engagements, but thofe of mutual fidelity, and equal
ardour in the enterprife ¥,

THis defcription, we may believe, is unequally ap-
plicable to different nations, who have made unequal
advances in the eftablifhment of property. Among the
Caribbees, and the other natives of the warmer climates
in America, the dignity of chieftain is hereditary, or e-
leCtive, and continued for life: the unequal diftribu-
tion of property creates a vifible fubordination . But
among the Iroquois, and other nations of the temperate
zone, the titles of magiffrate and fubject, of noble and
mean, are as little known as thofe of rich and poor.
The old men, without being invefted with any coercive
power, employ their natural authority in advifing or in
prompting the refolutions of their tribe: the military
leader is pointed out by the fuperiority of his man-
hood and valour: the ftatefman is diftinguifhed only by
the attention with which his counfel is heard ; the war-
rior by the confidence with which the youth of his na-
tion follow him to the field: and if their concerts muft

% Chaslevoix.

b Waler's account of the Ithmus of Darien,

be
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be fuppofed to conftitute a {pecies of political govern-
ment, it is one to which no language of ours can be ap-
plied. Power is no more than the natural afcendency
of the mind; the difcharge of office no more than a
natural exercife of the perfonal characer; and while the
community a¢ts with an appearance of order, there
is no fenfe of difparity in the breaft of any of its mem-
bers *,

I~ thefe happy, though informal, proceedings, where
age alone gives a place in the council ; where youth,
ardour, and valour in the field, give a title to the fta-
tion of leader; where the whole community is aflembled
on_any alarming occafion, we may venture to fay, that
we bhave found the origin of the fenate, the executive
power, and the affembly of the people ; inflitutions for
which ancient legiflators have been fo much renowned.
The fenate among the Greeks, as well as the Larins,
appears, from the etymology of its name, to have been
originally compofed of elderly men. The military lead-
er at Rome, in a manner not unlike to that of the Ame-
rican warrior, proclaimed his levies, and the citizen
prepared for the ficld, in confequence of a voluntary
engagement. The fuggeftions of nature, which dire@ed

i

the policy of nations in the wilds of America, were

followed before on the banks of the Furotas and the
Tyber ; and Lycurgus and Romulus found the model

of their inftitutions where the members of every' rude
* Colden’s hiliory of the Five Nations.
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rheft mode of uniting their talents,
s

and c,a.n-._ri.lin-_v their forces.

Anmoxc the North-American nations, every individual
is independent ; but he is engaged by his afle@ions and
bis habits in the cares of a family. LJ.mi]iE:‘;, like fo ma-
ny feparate tribes, are fubject to no infpe@tion or govern-
ment from abroad ; whatever pafles at home, even blood-
thed and murder, are only {uppofed to concern them{elves.
They are, in the mean time, the parts of a canton ;
the women aflemble to plant their maize ; the old men
go to council; the huntfman and the warrior joins the
youth of his village in the field. Many fuch cantons
allemble to conftitute a national council, or to execute
a national enterprife. When the Europeans made their
firlt {ettlements in America, fix {uch nations had form-
ed a league, had their amphy¢tiones or {tates-general,
and, by the firmnefs of their union, and the ability of
their councils, had obtained an afcendant from the
mouth of the St Laurence to that of the Miflilippi
They appeared to underfland the objeés of the confede-
racy, as well as thofe of the feparate nation; they ftu-
died a balance of power ; the ftatefinan of one country
watched the defigns and proceedings of another; and
occafionally threw the weight of his tribe into a
different fcale. They had their alliances and their trea
ties, which, like the nations of Europe, they main-
tained, or they broke, upon reafons of {at e; and re-

Sy e Colden. & e
narievolx, Loldn, .

mained
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mained at peace from a fenfe of neceflity or expediency,
and went to war upon any emergence of provocation or
jeaioufy.

Trus, without any fettled form of government, or
any bond of union, but what refembled more the fug-
geftion of inftin€t, than the invention of reafon, they
conducted themfelves with the concert, and the force,
of nations. Foreigners, without being able to difcover
who is the magiftrate, or in what manner the fenate is
compofed, always find a council with whom they may
treat, or a band of warriors with whom they may fight.
Vithout police or compulfory laws, their domeftic fo-
ciety is conducted with order, and the abfence of vi-
cious difpofitions, is a better fecurity than any public
eftablithment for the fuppreflion of crimes.

DisorpERs, however, fometimes occur, efpecially in
times of debauch, when the immoderate ufe of intoxi-
cating liquors, to which they are extremely addicted,

t

fufpends the ordinary caution of their demeanour, and

inflaming their violent paffions, engages them in quar-
o L= B 5 i
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rels and bloodihed.  When a perfon is flain, his mur-

derer 15 feldom called to an immediate account: but he

- o e | o LT
has a c'lum']'d to fufiaim with the ta

ily and the friends;

moapimodenl sraels o aly Sl erpeenton PR T Ay
or, if a {tranger, with the countrymen of the deceafed ;

fometimes even with his cwn nat it home, if the In-
jury committed be of a kind to alarm the fociety, The

nation, the canton, or the family, endeavour, by pre-
L] ? ? ? .
{ents, to atone for the oflence of any of their members;
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and, by pacifying the parties aggrieved, endeavour to
prevent what alarms the community more than the firft
diforder, the {ubfequent effe@s of revenge and animo-
fity . The fhedding of blood, however, if the guilty
perfon remain where he has committed the crime, fel-
dom efcapes unpunifthed: the friend of the deccafed
knows how to difguife, though not to fupprefs, his re-
fentment; and even after many years have elapfed, is
{ure to repay the injury that was done to his kindred or
his houfe.

TuEsE confiderations render them cautions and cir-
cumfped, put them on their guard againt their paflions,
and give to their ordinary deportment an air of phlegm
and compofure fuperior to. what is. poflefled among po-
liflhed nations. They are, in the mean time, affeionate
in their carriage, and in their converfations pay a mu-
tual attention and regard, fays Charlevoix, more tender
and more engaging, than what we profefs in the ceremo-
nial of polifhed f{ocieties.

Tuis writer has obferved, that the nations among
whom he travelled in North America, never mentioned
ats of generofity or kindnefs under the notion of duty.
They acted from affeétion, as they acted from appetite,
without regard to its confequences. When they had donea
kindnefs, they had gratified a defire ; the bufinefs was fi-

* Lafitan,

nifhed,




&

Se&t. 2. the Eflablifbment of Property. 132

nifhed, and it pafled from the memory. When they re-
ceived a favour, it might, or it might not, prove the oc-
cafion of friendfhip: if it did not, the parties appeared to
have no apprehenfions of gratitude, as a duty by which
the one was bound to make a return, or the other intitled
to reproach the perfon who had failed in his part. The
{pirit with which they give or receive prefents, is the fame
which Tacitus obferved among the ancient Germans:
They delight in them, but do not confider them as mat-
ter of obligation *. Such gifts are of little confequence,
except when employed as the feal of a bargain or treaty.

I't was their favourite maxim, That no man is natural-
ly indebted to another ; that he is not, therefore, obliged
to bear with any impofition, or unequal treatment .
Thus, ina principle apparently fullen and inhofpitable,
they have difcovered the foundation of juflice, and ob-
ferve its rules, with a fleadinefs and candour which no
cultivation has been found to improve. The fieedom
which they give in what relates to the fuppofed duties of
kindnefs and friendfhip, ferves only to engage the heart
more entirely, where it is once poflefled with affec-
tion. We love to chufe our object without any reftraint,
and we confider kindnefs itfelf as a tafk, when the duties
of friendfhip are exa@ed by rule. We therefore, by our
demand for attentions, rather corrupt than improve the

#* Muneribus gaudent, fed nec data inputant, nec acceptis obligantur

1 Charlevoix,

{yftem
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fyftem of morality ; and by our exaclions of grati-
tude, and our frequent propofals to inforce its obfer-
vance, we only fhew, that we have miftaken its nature;
we only give fymptoms of that growing {enfibility to in-
tere{t, from which we meafure the expediency of friend-
{thip and generofity itfelf; and by which we would intro-
duce the {pirit of traffic into the commerce of affection.
In confequence of this proceeding, we are often obliged
to decline a favour with the {ame {pirit that we throw off’
a fervile engagement, or reject a bribe. To the unre-
fining favage every favour is welcome, and every prefent
received without referve or refleGtion.

THE love of equality, and the love of juftice, were
originally the fame: and although, by the conftitution
of different focieties, unequal privileges are befltowed on
their members ; and although juftice itfelf requires a pro-
per rcg;u-d to be paid to fuch privileges ; yet he who has
forgotten that men were criginally equal, eafily degene-

tes into a {lave; or in the capacity of a mafter, is not

1

to be trufted wich the rights of his fellow-creatures. This
happy principle gives to the mind its fenfe of indepen-

dence, renders it indifferent to the favours which are in

injuries, and leaves the heart open to the affections of ge-
3 | g
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can that air of candour, and of regard to the welfare
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f others, which, in fome degre frens
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peace, without the affiftance of government or law, ren-

ders the approach and commerce of firangers {ecure,

- ! s
AMmoNG this people, the foundations of honour are e-
minent abilities and great fortitude; not the diftincions

of equipage and fortune: The talents in eflteem are fuch
as their fituation leads them to employ, the exa@ know-
4

ledge of acountry, and ftratagem in war. On thefe
qualifications, a captain among the Caribbees underwent
an examination. When a new leader was to be chofen,
a {cout was fent forth to traverfe the forefts which led to
the enemy’s country, and, upon his return, the candi-
date was defired to find the track in which he had travel-
led. A brook, ora fountain, was named to him on the
frontier, and he was defired to find the neareft path to a
particular ftation, and to plant a flake in the place *.
They can, accordingly, trace a wild beaft, or the human
foot, over many leagues of a pathlefs foreft, and find
their way acrofs a woody and uninhabited continent, by
means of refined obfervations, which efcape the traveller
who has been accuftomed to different aids. They fteer
in {lender canoes, acrofs ftormy feas, with a dexterity e-
qual to that of the moft experienced pilot . They carry

a penetrating eye for the thoughts and intentions of thofe

with whom th{:}r have to deal; and when they mean to
deceive, they cover themfelves with arts which the molt
fubtile can feldom elude. They harangue in their public

Latfiau,

Charlevoix.
councils
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<ouncils with a nervous and figurative elocution; and
conduct themfelves in the management of their treaties
with a perfect difcernment of their national interefts,

THUs being able mafters in the detail of their own af-
fairs, and well qualified to acquit themfelves on particu-
lar occafions, they ftudy no fcience, and go in purfuit of
no general principles. They even feem incapable of at-
tending to any diftant confequences, beyond thofe they
have experienced in hunting or war. They intruft the
provifion of every feafon to itfelf ; confume the fruits of
the earth in fummer ; and, in winter, are driven in queft
of their prey, through woods, and over deferts covered
with fnow. They do not form in one hour thofe ma-
xims which may prevent the errors of the next; and they
fail in thofe apprehenfions, which, in the intervals of pai-
fion, produce ingenuous fthame, compaflfion, remorfe,
or a command of appetite. They are feldom made to
repent of any violence; mnoris a perfon, indeed, thought
accountable 1n his fober mood, for what he did in the
heat of a paflion, er in a time of debauch.

TrHEIR fuperflitions are groveling and mean: and did

tly admire the effe@s of politenefs ; but it is a
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fubje& on which few nations are inticled to cenfure their
neighbours. When we have confidered the {uperftitions
of one people, we find lictle varicty in thofe of another.
They are but a repetition of fimilar weaknefles and abfur-
dities, derived from a common fource, a perplexed ap-

prehenfion
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prehenfion of invifible agents, that are fuppofed to guide
all precarious events to which human forcﬁght cannot cx-
tend.

IN what depends on the known or the regular courfe
of nature, the mind trufts to itfelf; but in {ftrange and
uncommon fituations, it is the dupe of its own perplexi-
ty, and, inftead of relying on its prudence or courage,
has recourle to divination, and a variety of obfervances,
that, for being irrational, are always the more revered.
Superftition being founded in doubts and anxiety, is fo-
ftered by ignorance and myftery. Its maxims,in the mean
time,are not always confounded with thofe of common life ;
nor does its weaknefs or folly always prevent the watch-
fulnefs, penetration, and courage, men are accuftomed to
employ inthe management of common affairs. A Roman
confulting futurity by the pecking of birds, or a King of
Sparta infpecting the intrails of a beaft, Mithridates
confulting his women on theinterpretation of his dreams,
are examples fuflicient to prove, that a childifh imbecili-
ty on this fubject is confiftent with the greateft military
and political talents,

CoNFIDENCE in the effed of {uperititious ob-
fervances is not peculiar to any age or nation. Few,
even of the accomplifhed Greeks and Romans, were
able to fhake off this weaknefs. In their cafe, it was
not removed by the higheft meafures of civilization. It has
yielded only to the light of true religion, or to the ftudy
of nature, by which we are led to fubflitute a wife pro-
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vidence operating by phyfical caufes, in the place of
phantoms that terrify or amufe the ignorant.

THE principal point of honour among the rude nations
of America, as indeed in every inftance where mankind
are not greatly corrupted, is fortitude. Yet their way of
maintaining this point of honour, is very different from
that of the nations of Furope. Their ordinary method of
making war is by ambufcade; and they ftrive, by over-
reaching an enemy, to commit the greatelt flaughter, or
to make the greateft number of prifoners, with the leaft
hazard to themfelves. They deem it a folly to expofe
their own perfons in aflaulting an enemy, and do not
rejoice in- victories which are ftained with the blood of
their own people. They do not value themfelves, as in
Europe, on defying their enemy upon equal terms.
They even boaft, that they approach like foxes, or that
they fly like birds, not lefs than that they devour like
lions. In Eurcpe, to fall in battle is accounted an ho-
nour; among the natives of America, it is reckoned dif-
graceful*. They referve their fortitude for the trials
they abide when attacked by furprife, or when fallen in-
to their enemies hands ; and when they are obliged to
maintain their own honour, and that of their nation,
in the midft of torments that require efforts of patience
more than of valour.

Ox thefe occafions, they are far from allowing it to be
fuppofed that they wifh to decline the confli. Itis held in-
famous to avoid it, even by a voluntary death; and the
greateft affront which can be offered to a prifoner, is to

¥ Charlevoix

refufe
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refufe him the honours of a man, in the manner of his
execution : “ With-hold,” fays an old man, in the midft
of his torture, “ the flabs of your knife; rather
“ let me die by fire, that thofe dogs, your allies,
“ from beyond the feas, may learn to fuffer like men *.”
With terms of defiance, the victim, in thofe folemn
trials, commonly excites the animofity of his tormentors,
as well as his own; and whillt we fuffer for human
nature, under the effet of its errors, we muft admire
its force.

THE people with whom this pradlice prevailed, were
commonly defirous of repairing their own lofles, by
adopting prifoners of war into their families: and e-
ven in the laft moment, the hand which was raifed to
torment, frequently gave the fign of adoption, by
which the prifoner became the child or the brother of
his enemy, and came to fhare in all the privileges of a
citizen. In their treatment of thofe who fuflered,
they did not appear to be guided by pr inciples of ha-
tred or revenge: they obferved the point of honour in
applying as well as in bearing their torments; and,
by a ftrange kind of affection and tendernefs, were di-
rected to be moft cruel where they intended the high-
eft refpet: the coward was put to immediate cieath
by the hands of women : the valiant was {uppofed to be
intitled to all the trials of fortitude that men could in-
vent or efiploy : ““ It gave me joy,” fays an old man to
his captive, “ that fo gallant a youth was allotted to my

* Colden.
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13

fhave: T propofed to have placed you on the couch of
my nephew, who was {lain by your countrymen; to

1

have transferred all my tendernefs to you; and to

** have {folaced my age in your company : but maimed

“ and mutilated as you now appear, death is better

“ than life: prepare yourfelf therefore to die like a

man *.

[T 1s perhaps with a view to thefe exhibitions, or rather
in admiration of fortitude, the principle from which they
proceed, that the Americans are {o attentive, in their earlieft
years, to harden their nerves+. The children are taught
to vie with each other in bearing the fharpeft torments ;
the youth are admitted into the clafs of manhood, after
violent proofs of their patience; and leaders are put to
the teft, by famine, burning, and fuffocation I,

It might be apprehended, that among rude nations,
where the means of fubfiftence are procured with {o much
difficulrty, the mind could never raife itfelf above the
confideration of this fubjeé; and that man would, in
this condition, give examples of the meaneft and moft
mercenary {pirit. The reverfe, however, is true. Di-
reCted in this particular by the defires of nature, men,

* Charlevoix.
+ Jb. This writer fays, that he has feen a boy and a girl, having bound

their naked :

ms together, place a burning coal between them; to try who
would fhake it off firlt.

1 Lafitau,
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in their fimpleft ftate, attend to the obje@s of appetite
no further than appetite requires; and their defires of
fortune extend no further than the meal which gratifies
their hunger: they apprehend no fuperiority of rank in
the poffeflion of wealth, fuch as might infpire any ha-
bitual principle of covetoufnefs, vanity, or ambirtion:
they can apply to no talk that engages no immediate
pailion, and take pleafure in no occupation that af-
fords no dangers to be braved, and no honours to be
WOIl.

IT was not among the ancient Romans alone that
commercial arts, or a fordid mind, were held in con-
tempt. A like {pirit prevails in every rude and inde-
pendent fociety. * I am a warrior, and not a merchant,”
{faid an American to the governor of Canada, who pro-
pofed to give him goods in exchange for fome prifoners
he had taken; “ your cloaths and utenfils do not tempt
“ me; but my prifoners are now in your power, and
‘ you may feize them: if you do, I muft go forth and
* take more prifoners, or perith in the attempt; and
if that chance thould befal me, I fhall die like a man

-

ik

“ but remember, that our nation will charge you as
“ the caufe of my death *.” With thefe apprehen-
fions, they have an elevation, and a ftatelinefs of car-
riage, which the pride of nobility, where it is mofl re-
vered by polifhed nations, feldom beftows.

# Charlevoix,

THEY
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THEY are attentive to their perfons, and employ much
time, as well as endure great pain, in the methods they
take to adorn their bodies, to give the permanent ftains
with which they are coloured, or preferve the paint,
which they are perpetually repairing, in order to appear
with advantage.

THEIR averfion to every fort of employment which
they hold to be mean, makes them pafs great part of
their time in idlenefs or fleep; and a man who, in
purfuit of a wild beaft, or to furprife his enemy, will
traverfe a hundred leagues on fnow, will not, to pro-
cure his food, fubmit to any fpecies of ordinary labour.
“ Strange,” fays Tacitus, * that the fame perfon fhould
“ be fo much averfe to repofe, and,fo much addi@ed to
“ floth.”

GanEs of hazard are not the invention of polifhed ages ;
men of curiofity have looked for their origin, in vain,
among the monuments of an obfcure antiquity; and
it 15 probable that they belonged to times too remote
and too rude even for the conjeGures of antiquarians to
reach. The very favage brings his furs, his utenfils,
and his beads, to the hazard-table: he finds here the
paflions and agitations which the applications of a
tedious induftry could not excite: and while the throw
is depending, he tears his hair, and beats his breaft,
with a rage which the more accomplithed gamefter
has fometimes learned to reprefs : he often quits the
party naked, and ftripped of all his poffeflions ; or where

flavery
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flavery is in ufe, ftakes his freedom to have one chance
more to recover his former lofs #.

WrrH all thefe infirmities, vices, or refpectable qua-
lities, belonging to the human {pecies in its rudeft ftate;
the love of fociety, friendfhip, and public affection, pe-
netration, eloquence, and courage, appear to have been
its original properties, not the fubfequent effe@s of de-
vice or invention. If mankind are qualified to improve
their manners, the fubject was furnifhed by nature; and
the effec of cultivation is not to infpire the {entiments of
tendernefs and generofity, nor to beftow the principal con-
{tituents of a refpectable characer, but to obviate the
cafual abufes of paflion ; and to prevent a mind, which
feels the beft difpofitions in their greateft force, from be-
ing at times likewife the fport of brutal appetite and
ungovernable violence.

WERE Lycurgus employed anew to operate on the
materials we have defcribed, he would find them, in
many important particulars, prepared by nature her-
felf for his ufe. His equality in matters of property
being already eftablifhed, he would have ne fa&ion to
apprehend from the oppofite interefls of the roor and the
rich; his fenate, his affembly of the people, is conflitu-
ted; his difcipline is in fome meafure adopted ; and the
place of his helots is fupplied by the tafl allotted to one
of the fexes. With all thefe advantages, he would ftill

* Thacitus, Lafitau, Charlevoix,

have




fi?11l!"" I‘:.'

144 Of Rude Nations prior 1o Part1I.

have had a very important leffon for civil fociety to
teach, that by which a few learn to command, and the
many are taught to obey: he would have all his
precautions to take again{t the future intrufion of
mercenary arts, the admiration of luxury, and the paf-
fion for intereft: he would ftill perhaps have a more
diflicule tafk than any of the former, in teaching his
citizens the command of appetite, and an indifference
to pleafure, as well as a contempt of pain; in teaching
them to maintain, in the field, the formality of uni-
form precautions, and as much to avoid being them-
{elves furprifed, as they endeavour to furprife their
f:nﬂ.:n}’.

For want of thefe advantages, rude nations in gene-
#al, though they are patient of hardfhip and fatigue,
though they are addicted to war, and are qualified by
their ftratagem and valour to throw terror into the ar-
mies of a more regular enemy; yet, in the courfe
of a continued ftruggle, always yield to the fuperior
arts, and the difcipline of more civilized nations. Hence
the Romans were able to over-run the provinces of
Gaul, Germany, and Britain; and hence the Europeans

have a growing afcendency over the nations of Africa
and America.

O~ the credit of a fuperiority which certain nations
poflefs, they think that they have a claim to dominion ;
and even Cafar appears to have forgotten what were the
paflions, as well as the rights of mankind, when he

complained,
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complained, that the Britons, after having fent him a
fubmiflive meflage to Gaul, perhaps to prevent hi; in-
vafion, ftill pretended to fight for their liberties, and to
oppofe his defcent on their ifland *,

THERE is not, perhaps, in the whole defeription of
mankind, a circumftance more remarkable than that
mutual contempt and averfion which nations, under a
different ftate of commercial arts, beftow on each other.
Addiéted to their own purfuits, and confidering their
own condition as the ftandard of human felicity, all
nations pretend to the preference, and in their pradlice
give fufficient proof of fincerity.  Even the favage
{till lefs than the citizen, can be made to quit that
manner of life in which he is trained- he loves that
freedom of mind which will not be bound to any
tafk, and which owns no {fuperior : however tempted to
mix with polifhed nations, and to better his fortune,
the firft moment of liberty brings him back to the
woods again; he droops and he pines in the ftreets of
the populous city; he wanders diffatisfied over the
open and the cultivated field; he feeks the frontier and
the foreft, where, with a conftitution prepared to under-
go the hardthips and the difficulties of the fituation,
he enjoys a delicious freedom from care, and a fedu-

* Cafar queftus, quod quum ultro in continentem legatis miffis pacem a
fe petiffent, bellum fine canfa intuliffent, Lib, 4.
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cing fociety, where no rules of behaviour are prefcribed,
but the fimple dictates of the heart.

SR G T, I1T.

Of Rude Nations under the Imprefions of Property and
Iuterefl.

I''T was a proverbial imprecation in ufe among the
A hunting nations on the confines of Siberia, That
their enemy might be obliged to live like a Tartar, and
be feized with the folly of breeding and attending his
cattle *. Nature, it feems, in their apprehenfion, by
{toring the woods and the defert with game, rendered
the tafk of the herdfman unneceflary, and left to man
only the trouble of fe]c&ing and of feizing his prey.

THE indolence of mankind, or rather their averfion
to any application in which they are not engaged by
immediate inftin& and paflion, retards their progrefs
in extending the notion of property. It has been found,
however, even while the means of fubfifience are left
in common, and the ftock of the public is yet undivi-
ded, that this notion is already applied to different
fubje@s ; as the fur and the bow pertain to the in-

% Abulgaze’s Genealogical Hillory of the Tartars,
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dividual; the cottage, with its furniture, are appropria-
ted to the family.

WugenN the parent begins to defire a better provifion
for his children than is found under the promifcuous
management of many copartners, when he has applied
his labour and his fkill apart, he aims at an exclufive
pofleflion, and feeks the property of the foil, as well as
the ufe of its fruits.

WHEN the individual no longer finds among his aflo-
ciates the fameinclination to commit every fubject to public
ufe, he is feized with concern for his perfonal fortune;
and 1s alarmed by the cares which every perfon entertains
for himfelf. Heisurged as much by emulationand jealou-
fy, as by the fenfe of neceflity. He fuffers confiderations
of intereft to reft on his mind, and when every prefent ap-
petite is fufficiently gratified, he can act with a view
to futurity, or rather finds an obje of vanity in ha-
ving amafled what is become a fubje¢t of competition,
and a matter of univerfal efteem. Upon this motive, where
violence is reftrained, he can apply his hand to lucrative

arts, confine himfelf to a tedious tafl, and wait with
patience for the diftant returns of his labour.
Trus mankind acquire induftry by many and by
flow degrees. They are taught to regard their interefl ;
they are taught to abftain from unlawful profits; they
are fecured in the peflefion of what they fairly ob-
tain; and by thefe methods the habits of the labourer, the
mechanic, and the trader, are gradually formed. A hoard,
T 2 collected
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collected from the fimple produtions of nature, or a herd of
cattle,are, in every rude nation, the firft fpecies of wealth.
The circumftances of the {oil, and the climate, determine
whether the inhabitant fhall apply himfelf chiefly to agri-
culture or pafture; whether he fhall fix his refidence, or
be moving continually about with all his pofleffions.

In the weft of Europe; in America, from fouth to
north, with a few exceptions ; in the torrid zone, and
every where within the warmer climates ; mankind have
generally applied themfelves to fome fpecies of agricul-
ture, and have been difpofed to fettlement. In the eaft
and the north of Afia, they depended entirely on their
herds, and were perpetually thifting their ground in fearch
of new pafture. The arts which pertain to fettlement
have been pratifed, and varioufly cultivated, by the inha-
bitants of Europe. Thofe which are confiftent with per-
perual migration, have, from the earlieft accounts of hi-
ftory, remained nearly the fame with the Scythian or
Tartar. The tent pitched on a moveable carriage, the
horfc applied to every purpofe of labour, and of war, of
the dairy, and of the butcher’s ftall, from the earlieft to
the lateft accounts, have made up the riches and equi-
page of this wandering people.

But in whatever way rude nations fubfift, there are
certain points in which, under the firt impreflions of
property, they nearly agree. Homer either lived with a
people in this ftage of their progrefs, or found himfelf en-
gaged to exhibit their character. Tacitus has made them
the fubject of a particular treatife; and if this be an a-

{ped
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{pect under which mankind deferve to be viewed, it muft
be confefled, that we have fingular advantages in collecting
their features. The portrait has already been drawn by
the ableft hands, and gives, at one view, in the WTItIng s
of thefe celebrated authors, whatever has been {eattered
in the relations of hiftorians, or whatever we have oppor-
tunities to obferve in the a@ual manners of men, who
{lill remain in a fumilar Nate.

IN pafling from the condition we have deferibed, to
this we have at prefent in view, mankind ftill retain
many parts of their earlieft charater. They are ftill a-
verfe to labour, addifled to war, admirers of fortitude,
and, in the language of Tacitus, more lavith of their
blood than of their fweat ¥. They are fond of fantaftic
ornaments in their drefs, and endeavour to fill up the lift-
lefs intervals of a life addicted to violence, with hazardous
{poits, and with games of chance. Every fervile occu-
pation they commit to women or flaves. But we may
apprehend, that the individval having now found a fe-
parate intereft, the bands of fociety muft become lefs
firm, and domeftic diforders more frequent. Tlie mem-
bers of any community, being diftinguifhed among them-
felves by unequal fhares in the diftribution of property,
the ground of a permanent and palpable fubordination
15 laid.,

THESE particulars accordingly take place among
mankind, in pafling from the favage to what may be

" ]}igl'lll‘_l quin immo et iners videtur, fudore acquirere quod pollis fangui-
Re DArare.

called
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called the barbarous flate. Members of the fame com-
munity enter into quarrels of competition or revenge.
They unite in following leaders, who are diftinguifhed
by their fortunes, and by the luftre of their birth. They
join the defire of {poil with the love of glory; and from
an opinion, that what is acquired by force, juftly pertains
to the victor, they become hunters of men, and bring e-
very contelt to the decifion of the fword.

EvErY mnation 1s a band of robbers, who prey wich-
out reftraint, or remorfe, on their neighbours. Cattle,
fays Achilles, may be feized in every field; and the
coafts of the /Egean fea were accordingly pillaged by the
heroes of Homer, for no other reafon, than becaufe thofe
heroes chofe to poffefs themfelves of the brafs and iron,
the cattle, the flaves, and the women, which were found
among the nations around them.

A Tartar mounted ‘on his horfe, is an animal of prey,
who only inquires where cattle are to be found, and how
far he muft go to poflefs them. The monk, who had
fallen under the difpleafure of Mangu Chan, made his
peace, by promifing, that the Pope, and the Chriftian
princes, fhould make a furrender of all their herds ¥,

A fimilar fpirit reigned, without exception, in all the
harbarous nations of Europe, Afia, and Africa. The

= Rubroguis,

antiquities
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antiquities of Greece and Italy, and the fables of every
ancient poet, contain examples of iws force. It was this
fpirit that brought our anceftors firft into the provinces
of the Roman empire; and that afterward, more per-
haps than their reverence for the crofs, led them to the
Eaft, to thare with the Tartars in the {poils of the Saracen
empire.

From the defcriptions contained in the laft {fection,
we may incline to believe, that mankind, in their fim-
pleft ftate, are on the eve of eredling republics. Their
love of equality, their habit of affembling in public coun-
cils, and their zeal for the tribe to which they belong,
are qualifications that fit them to act under that {pecies of
government; and they feem to have but a few fleps to
make, in order to reach its eftablilbment, They have
only to define the numbers of which their councils {hall-
confift, and to fettle the forms of their meeting: They
have only to beftow a permanent authority for reprefling
diforders, and to enat a few rules in favour of that ju-
ftice they have already acknowledged, and from inclina-
tion fo {iri¢tly obferve.

But thefe fteps are far from being fo eafily made, as
they appear on a flight or a tranfient view. The refolu-
tion of chufing, from among their equals, the magiftrate
to whom they give from thenceforward a right to con-
troul their own adtons, is far from the thoughts of
fimple men; and no eloquence, perhaps, could make

them
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them adopt this meafure, or give them any fenfe of its
ufe.

Even after nations have chofen a military leader,
they do not intruft him with any fpecies of civil autho-
rity. The captain, among the Caribbees, did not pre-
tend to decide in domeftic difputes; the terms jurifilic-
tion and government were unknown in their tongue *,

BerorE this important change is admitted, men
mult be accuftomed to the diftin@ion of ranks; and be-
fore they are fenfible that fubordination is matter of
choice, muft arrive at unequal conditions by chance. In
defiring property, they only mean to fecure their fub-
filtence: but the brave who lead in war, have likewifz the
largell fhare in its {poils. The eminent are fond of devi-
fing hereditary honours; and the multitude, who ad-
mire the parent, are ready to extend their efteem to his
offspring.

Possessions defcend, and the lufire of family grows
brighter with age. Hercules, who perhaps was an emi-
nent warrior, became a god with pofterity, and his race
was fet apart for royalty and fovereign power. When
the diftin¢tions of fortune and thofe of birth are conjoin-
ed, the chieftain enjoys a pre-eminence, as well at the
feaft as in the field. His followers take their place in
fubordinate flations ; and inftead of confidering them-

* Hiflory of the Caribbees.

felves
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felves as parts of a community, they rank as the follow-
ers of a chieftain, and take their defignation from the
name of their leader, They find a new object of public af-
fection, in defending his perfon, and in fupporting his
ftation ; they lend of their fubftance to form his eftate;
they are guided by his {iniles and his frowns ; and court,
as the higheft diftin@ion, a fhare in the fealt which
their own contributions have furnifhed.

As the former ftate of mankind feemed to point at
democracy, this feems to exhibit the rudiments of mo-
narchical government. But it is yet far thort of that
eftablifhment which is known in after ages by the name
of monarchy. The diftiné&ion between the leader and the
follower, the prince and the fubjed, is ftill but imper-
fetly marked: their purfuits and occupations are not
different; their minds are not unequally cultivated ; they
feed from the fame difh; they fleep together on the
ground ; the children of the king, as well as thofe of
the fubje, are employed in tending the flock; and the
keeper of the fwine was a prime counfellor at the court
of Ulyfles.

THE chieftain, fufficiently diftinguithed from his
tribe, to excite their ‘admiration, and to flatter their
vanity by a fuppofed affinity to his noble deftent, is the
object of their veneration, not of their envy: he is con-
fidered as the common bond of connelion, not as their
common mafter; is foremoft in danger, and has a princi-

pal fhare in their troubles : his glory is placed in the num-
8] ber
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ber of his attendants, in his fuperior magnanimity and
valour ; that of his followers, in being ready to fthed their
blood in his fervice *.

THE frequent practice of war tends to flrengthen
the bands of fociety, and the practice of depredation
itfelf engages men in trials of mutual attachment and
courage. What threatened to ruin and overfet every
good difpofition in the human breaft, what feemed to
banifh juftice from the focieties of men, tends to u-
nite the fpecies in clans and fraternities; formidable,
indeed, and hoftile to one another, but in the domeftic
fociety of each, faithful, difinterefted, and generous.
Frequent dangers, and the experience of fidelity and
valour, awaken the love of thofe wvirtues, render
them a fubje&t of admiration, and endear their pof-
feflors.

AcTUATED by great paflions, the love of glory, and
the defire of wviftory ; roufed by the menaces of an e-
nemy, or ftung with revenge; in fufpenfe between the
profpecls of ruin or conqueft, the barbarian fpends every
moment of relaxation in the indulgence of {loth, He
cannot defcend to the purfuits of induflry or mechanical
labour: the beaft of prey is a fluggard; the hunter and
the warrior fleeps, while women or flaves are made
to toil for his bread. But fhew him a quarry ata di-
ftance, he is bold, impetuous, artful, and rapacious : no

* Tacitus de meribus Germanorum,
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bar can withftand his violence, and no fatigue can allay
his activity.

Even under this defcription mankind are generous
and hofpitable to ftrangers, as well as kind, affeGtionate,
and gentle, in their domeftic fociety *. Friendfhip and
enmity are to them terms of the greatelt importance:
they mingle not their functions together; they have
fingled out their enemy, and they have chofen their
friend. Even in depredation, the principal obje is
glory ; and {poil is confidered as a badge of victory.
Nations and tribes are their prey: the folitary traveller,
by whom they can acquire only the reputation of genero-
fity, is fuffered to pafs unhurt, or is treated with {plendid
munificence.

TroucH diftinguifhed into fmall cantons under their
feveral chieftains, and for the moft part feparated by
jealoufy and animofity; yet when prefled by wars and
formidable enemies, they fometimes unite in greater bo-
dies. Like the Greeks in their expedition to Troy, they
follow fome remarkable leader, and compofe a kingdom
of many feparate tribes. But fuch coalitions are merely
occafional ; and even during their continuance, more re-
femble republic than monarchy. The inferior chieftains
referve their importance, and intrude, with an air of e-
quality, into the councils of their leader, as the people of

* Jean du Plan Carpen. Rubruquis, Czfar, Tacit.
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their feveral clans commonly intrude upon them ¥,
Upon what motive indeed could we fuppofe, that men
who live together in the greateft familiarity, and a-
mongft whom the diftinctions of rank are {o obfcurely
marked, wouldrefign their perfonal {fentiments and incli-
nations, or pay an implicit fubmiflion to a leader who

can neither overawe nor corrupt ?

MirLiTAaRY force muft be employed to extort, or the
hire of the venal to buy, that engagement which the
Tartar comes under to his prince, when he promifes,
“ That he will go where he fhall be commanded; that
# he will come when he {hall be called ; that he will kill
“ whoever is pointed out to him ; and, for the fu-
“ ture, that he will confider the voice of the King as a

* {word +.”

Tugse are the terms to which even the ftubborn
heart of the barbarian has been reduced, in confequence
of a defpotifm he himfelf had eftablithed ; and men
have, in that low ftate of the commercial arts, in Europe,
as well as in Afia, tafted of political flavery. When in-
tereft prevails in every breaft, the fovereign and his party
cannot efcape the infeGion: he employs the force with
which he is intrufted, to turn his people into a property,
and to command their pofleflions for his profit or his

* Kolbe ; Defcription of the Cape of Good Hope.
1 Simon de St Quintin,

pleafure.
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pleafure. If riches are by any people made the ftandard
of good and of evil, let them beware of the powers they
mtruft to their prince. “ With the Suiones,” fays Ta-
“ citus, riches are in high efteem; and this people are
“ accordingly difarmed, and reduced to flavery *.”

I'T is in this woful condition that mankind, being
flavith, intercfted, infidious, deceitful, and bloody, bear
marks, if not of the leaft curable, furely of the moft la-
mentable, fort of corruption . Among them, war is the
mere practice of rapine, to enrich the individual; com-

merce 15 turned into a fyftem of fnares and impofitions ;
and government by turns oppreflive or weak.

It were happy for the human race, when guided by
wnterelt, and not governed by laws, that being fplit into
nations of a moderate extent, they found in every can-
ton fome natural bar to its further enlargement, and
met with occupation enough in maintaining their in-
dependence, without being able to extend their do-
minion.

THERE is not difparity of rank, among men in rude
ages, fufficient to give their communities the form of
legal monarchy; and in a territory of confiderable ex-
tent, when united under one head, the warlike and tur-
bulent {pirit of its inhabitants {eems to require the bridle
of defpotifin and military force. Where any degree of

* De moribus Germanorum, + Chardin's Travels.

freedom
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freedom remains, the powers of the prince are, as they
were in moft of the rude monarchies of Europe, extreme-
ly precarious, and depend chiefly on his perfonal cha-
racter: where, on the contrary, the powers of the prince
are above the control of his people, they are likewife
above the reftrictions of law. Rapacity and terror be-
come the predominant motives of condu®, and form the
charalter of the only parties into which mankind are
divided, that of the oppreflor, and that of the opprefTed,

Tris calamity threatened Europe for ages, under the
conqueft and fettlement of its new inhabitants *. It hasg
actually taken place in Afia, where fimilar conquefts
have been made; and even without the ordinary opiates
of effeminacy, or a fervile weaknefs, founded on luxury,
it has furprifed the Tartar on his wain, in the rear of his
herds. Among this people, in the heart of a great con-
tinent, bold and enterprifing warriors arofe: they fub-
dued, by furprife, or {fuperior abilities, the contiguous
hords; they gained, in their progrefs, acceflions of num-
bers and of ftrength; and, like a torrent increafing
as it defcends, became too ftrong for any bar that could
be oppofed to their paffage. The conquering tribe, du-
ring a fucceflion of ages, furnifhed the prince with his
guards ; and while they themfelves were allowed to {hare

* See Hume's hiftory of the Tudors. There fecmed to be nothing
wanting to eftablifha perfedt defpotifm in that houle, buta few regiments of
troops under the command of the crown.
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in its fpoils, were the voluntary tools of oppreffion.
In this manner has defpotifin and corruption made their
way into regions fo much renowned for the wild freedom
of nature: a power which was the terror of every effe-
minate provinee is difarmed, and the nurfery of nations
is itfelf gone to decay *.

VHERE rude nations efcape this calamity, they re-
quire the exercife of foreign wars to maintain domeflic
peace : when no enemy appears from abroad, they have
leifure for private feuds, and employ that courage in their
diffenfions at home, which, in time of war, is employed
in defence of their country..

“ Amownc the Gauls,” fays Czfar, “ there are fub-
“ divifions, not only in every nation, and in every

“ diftrict and village, but almoft in every houfe, every
i

one muft fly to fome patron for protedtion - In this
diftribution of parties, not only the feuds of clans, but
the quarrels of families, even the differences and com-
petitions of individuals, are decided by force. The fove-
reign, when unaflifted by fuperflition, endecavours in
vain to employ his jurifdiction, or to procure a {ubmii-
fion to the decifions of law. By a people who are ac-
cuftomed to owe their pofleffions to violence, and who

defpife fortune itfelf without the reputation of courage;.

* See the Hiltory of the Huns,

t De Lello Gallico, lib, 6.
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no umpire is admitted but the fivord. Scipio offered
his arbitration to terminate the competition of two
Spaniards in a difputed fucceflion : “ That,” faid they,
* we have already refufed to our relations: we do not
*“ fubmit our difference to the judgement of men; and
1] _ _ T i 1
even among the gods, we appeal to Mars alone ¥.

[T is well known that the nations of Europe carried
this mode of proceeding to a degree of formality un-
heard of in other parts of the world : the civil and cri-
minal judge could, in moft cafes, do no more than ap-
point the lifts, and leave the parties to decide their caufe
by the combat: they apprehended that the vi@or had a
verdict of the gods in his favour: and when they dropped in
any inftance this extraordinary form of procefs, they fub-
ftituted in its place fome other more capricious appeal to
chance ; in which they likewife thought that the judge-
ment of the gods was declared.

THE fierce nations of Europe were even fond of the
combat as an exercife and a fport. In the abfence of
real quarrels, companions challenged each other to a
trial of fkill, in which one of them frequently perifhed,
When Scipio celebrated the funeral of his father and his
uncle, the Spaniards came in pairs to fight, and, by a
public exhibition of their duels, to increafe the folem-

nity -
* Livy.
£ Ib. Lib, 5

i
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IN this wild and lawlefs ftate, where the effe@s of truc
religion would have been {o defireable, and fo falutary,
{fuperftition frequently difputes the afcendant even with
the admiration of valour; and an order of men, like the
Druids among the ancient Gauls and Britons * tor {fome
pretender to divination, as at the Cape of Good Hope,
finds, in the credit which is paid to his forcery, a way to
the pofleflion of power: his magic wand comes in com-
petition with the {word itfelf; and, in the manner of the
Druids, gives the firlt rudiments of civil government to
fome, or, like the fuppofed defcendent of the fun ameng
the Natchez, and the Lama among the Tartdrs, to o-
thers, an early tafte of defpotifm and abfolute flavery.

‘WE are generally ata lofs to conceive how mankind
can fubfift under cuftoms and manners extremely dif-
ferent from our own; and we are apt to exaggerate the
mifery of barbarous times, by an imagination of what
we ourfelves fhould fuffer in a fituation to which we are
not accuftomed. But every age hath its confolations, as
well as its fufferings+. In the interval of occafional out-

A rec
rages,

¥ Cefar.

1 Prifeus, when employed on an cmbafly to Attily, v

s accolted in

Greek, by a perfon who wore the drefs of a Scythian. Having expreffed
furprife, and 1lci]1g defirons to know the caule of his fLay in fo wild a
company, was told, that this Greek had been a captive, and for fonie

time a {lave, till he obtained his ity inreward of fome remarkable adtion,

“ 1 live more happily here,” fays ke, * than
€

the Roman

T 431 | P
=1 L didh under
government = for they who live with the Scy if they can endure

X ' the
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rages, the friendly intercourfes of men, even in their
rudeft condition, is affe¢tionate and happy *.  In rude
ages, the perfons and properties of individuals are fecare;
becaufe each has a friend, as well as an enemy ; and if
the one is difpofed to moleft, the other is ready to pro-
teét; and the very admiration of valour, which in fome
inftances tends to fandify violence, infpires likewife
certain maxims of generofity and henour, that tend to
prevent the commiffion of wrongs.

MzxN bear with the defe@s of their policy, as they de
with hard{hips and inconveniencies in their manner of li-
ving. The alarms and the fatigues of war become a
neceflary recreation to thofe who are accuftomed to them,
and who have the tone of their pailions raifed above lefs
animating or trying occafions. Old men, among the
courtiers of Attila, wept, when they heard of heroic
deeds, which they themfelves could no longer perform .
And among the Celtic nations, when age rendered the

¢ the fatigues of war, have nothing elfe to moleft them; they enjoy their
“ poffellions undifturbed : whereas you are continually @ prey to fnrc]rnv—[l-;
enemies, or to bad government ; you are forbid to carry arms in your own
defence 5 you fuffer from the remiffnefs and ill condu& of thofe who are

appointed to p roteft you ; the evils of peace are even worfe than thofe of
war; no punifiment is ever inflicted on the powerful or the rich; no

-

mercy is [liown to the poor; although your infticutions were wifely devi-
fed, yetin the management of corrupted men, their effeéts are pernicious

w and cruel,” Excerpta de legationibus,
* P’ Arvieux's Hilt: of the Wild Arabs

b Ibid.
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warrior unfit for his former toils, it was the cuftom, in
order to abridge the languors of a liftlefs and inad&ive life,
to fue for death at the hands of his friends *.

WiTH all this ferocity of fpirit, the rude nations of
the Weft were fubdued by the policy and more regular
warfare of the Romans. The point of honour, which
the barbarians of Europe adopted as individuals, expofed
them to a peculiar difadvantage, by rendering them, e-
ven in their national wars, averfe to affailing their ene-
my by furprife, or taking the benefit of flratagem; and
though feparately bold and intrepid, yet, like other rude
nations, they were, when aflembled in great bodies, ad-
dited to fuperftition, and fubje@ to panics.

THEY were, from a conftioufnefs of their perfo-
nal courage and force, fanguine on the eve of battle 3
they were, beyond the bounds of moderation, elated on
fuccefs, and dejected in adverfity; and being difpofed
to confider every event as a judgement of the gods, they
were never qualified by an uniform application of pru-
dence, to make the moft of their forces, to repair their
misfortunes, or to improve their advantages.

* Ubi tranfcendit florentes viribus annos,
Impatiens ®vi {pernit novifle feneftam.
Siliug, lib, 1. 225,

X2 REsicNED
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RESIGNED to the government of affeétion and paflion,
they were generous and faithful where they had fixed an
attachment; implacable, froward, and cruel, where
they had conceived a diflike: addicted to debauchery,
and the immoderate ufe of intoxicating liquors, they de-
liberated on the affairs of {tate in the heat of their riot ;
and in the fame dangerous moments, conceived the de-
figns of military enterprife, or terminated their domeftic

diflenfions by the dagger or the {fword.

In their wars they preferred death to captivity. The
victorious armies of the Romans, in entering a town by
aflault, or inforcing an incampment, have found the
mother in the aét of deftroying her children, that they
might not be taken ; and the dagger of the parent, red
with the blood of his family, ready to be plunged at
lalt into his own breafl *.

Ix all thefc particulars we perceive that wigour of
fpirit, which renders diforder itfelf refpe@able, and which
qualifies men, if fortunate in their fituation, to lay the
bafis of domeftic liberty, as well as to maintain againft
foreign enemies their national independence and freedom.

B Liv. lib. x5, 11. Dio Caf,

PART
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PART THIRD.

Of the Hiftory of Policy and Arts.
PRV VPP DU PR & CER IR RS SR RN R F TS

ScEBEsG T I.

Of the Influences of Climate and Situation.

‘ E FHAT we have hitherto obferved on the condition
and manners of nations, though chiefly derived

from what has paffed in the temperate climates,

may, inf{omemeafure, beapplied totherude ftate of man-
kind in every part of the earth : but if we intend to purfue
the hiftory of our fpeciesin its further attainments, we may
{oon enter on fubjects which will confine our obfervation
to more narrow limits. The genius of political wifdom
and civil arts appears to have chofen his feats in particu-
lar tra@s of the earth, and to have felected his favourites

in particular races of men.

Maw, in his animal capacity, 1s qualified to fubfift in
every climate. He reigns with the lion and the tyger un~

der the equatorial heats of the fun, or he aflociates with
the
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thebear and the rain-deer beyond the polar circle. His
verfatile difpofition fits him to afume the habits of either
condition, or his talent for arts enables him to fupply its
defects. The intermediate climates, however, appear
moft to favour his nature; and in whatever manner we
account for the fa&, it cannot be doubted, that this ani-
mal has always attained to the principal honours of his
{pecies within the temperate zone. The arts, which he has
on this {cene repeatedly invented, the extent of his reafon,
the fertility of his fancy, and the force of his genius in
literature, commerce, policy, and war, fufficiently de-
clare either a diftinguifhed advantage of fituation, or a
natural fuperiority of mind.

Tae moft remarkable races of men, it is true, have
been rude before they were polifhed. They have in fome
cafes returned to rudenefs again: and it is not from the
actual pofleflion of arts, fcience, or policy, that we are
to pronounce of their genius.

THERE 15 a vigour, a reach of capacity, and a fenfibi-
lity of mind, which may charaierife as well the favage as
the citizen, the flave as well as the mafter; and the {ame
powers of the mind may be turned to a variety of purpo-
{es. A modern Greek, perhaps, is mifchievous, flavifh, and
cunning, from the fame animated temperament that made
his anceftor ardent, ingenious, and bold, in the camp, or in
the council of his nation. A modern Italian is diftin-
guifhed by fenfibility, quicknefs, and art, while he em-
ploys on trifles the capacity of an ancient Roman ; and

exhibits
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exhibits now, in the fcene of amufement, and in the
fearch of a frivolous applaufe, that fire, and thofe paf-
fions, with which Gracchus burned in the forum, and
{hook the affemblies of a feverer people.

THE commercial and lucrative arts have been, in fome
climates, the principal obje@& of mankind, and have
been retained through every difafter; in others, even un-
der all the flutuations of fortune, they have ftill been
neglected ; while in the temperate climates of Europe and
Afia, they have had their ages of admiration as well as
contempt.

In one flate of fociety, arts are flighted, from that
very ardour of mind, and principle of activity, by which,
in another, they are practifed with the greateflt fuccefs.
While men are ingrofled by their paflions, heated and
roufed by the ftruggles and dangers of their country;
while the trumpet founds, or the alarm of focial engage-
ment is rung, and the heart beats high, it were a mark
of dullnefs, or of an abject {pirit, to find leifure for the
ftudy of eafe, or the purfuit of improvements, which
have mere convenience or eafe for their object.

THE frequent viciflitudes and reverfes of fortune,
which nations have experienced on that very ground
where the arts have profpered, are probably the effeéts
of a bufy, inventive, and verfatile {pirit, by which
men have carried every national purfuit to extremes.
They have raifed the fabric of defpotic empire to 1ts great-
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163 Of the Influcnces of PartII1.
eft height, where they had beft underftood the founda<
tions of freedom. They perithed in the flames which
they themfelves had kindled ; and they only, perhaps,
were capable of di[i}]n:.-ing, by turns, the greateft im-
provements, or the lowelt corruptions, to which the hu-
man mind can be brought.

Onx this feene; mankind have twice, within the com-
pafs of hiftery, afcended from rude beginnings to very
high degrees' of refinement, ' In every age, whether deiti-
ned by its temporary difpofition to build or to deftroy,
they have left the vefltiges of an a&ive and vehement
fpirit. The pavement and the ruins of Rome are buried
in duft, {haken from the feet of barbarians, who trod
with contempt on the refinements of luxury, and fpurn-
ed thofe arts, the ufe of which it was referved for the po-
fterity of the fame people to difcover and to admire. The
tents of the wild Arab are even now pitched among the
ruins of magnificent cities ; and the wafte fields which
border on Paleftine and Syria, are perhaps become again
the nurfery of infant nations. The chieftain of an Arab
tribe, like the founder of Rome, may have already fixed
the roots of a plant that is to flourifh in fome future pe-
riod, or laid the foundations of a fabric, that will attain
to its grandeur in fome diftant age,

GREAT part of Africa has been always unknown ;
but the filence of fame, on the fubject of its revolutions,
is an argument, where no other proof can be found, of
weaknefs in the genius of its people.  The torrid zone,

cvery
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every where round the globe, however known to the
geographer, has furnifhed few materials for hiftory ; and
though in many places fupplied with the arts of life in
no contemptible degree, has no where matured the more
important projects of political wifdom, nor infpired the
virtues which are connefted with freedom, and required
in the condu& of civil affairs.

IT was indeed in the torrid zone that mere arts of
mechanifm and manufadture were found, among the
inhabitants of the new world, to have made the greateft
advance: it is in India, and in the regions of this he-
mifphere, which are vifited by the vertical fun, that the
arts of manufacture, and  the pradice of commerce, are
of the greateflt antiquity, and have furvived, with the
fmalleft diminution, the ruins of time, and the revolu-
tions of empire.

THE fun, it feems, which ripens the pine-apple and
the tamarind, infpires a degree of mildnef5 that can
even afluage the rigours of defpotical government: and
fuch is the effect of a gentle and pacific difpofition in the
natives of the Faft, thar no conqueft, no irruption of
barbarians, terminates, as they did among the ftubborn
natives of Europe, by a total deflru@ion of what the
love of eafe and of pleafure had produced,

TRANSFERRED, without any great ftruggle, from one
-mafter to another, the natives of India are ready, upon
every change, to purfue their induftry, to acquicfce in the
Y enjoyment
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enjoyment of life, and the hopes of animal pleafure : the
wars of conqueft are not prolonged to exafperate the par-
ties engaged in them, or to defolate the land for which
thofe parties contend : even the barbarous invader leaves
untouched the commercial fettlement which has not
provoked his rage: though mafter of opulent cities, he
only incamps in their neighbourhood, and leaves to his
heirs the option of entering, By degrees, on the plea-
fures, the vices, and the pageantries his acquifitions
afford : his fuccellors, {lill more than himfelf, are difpo-
fed to folter the hive, in proportion as they tafte more of
its fweets; and they fpare the inhabitant, together with
his dwelling, as they {pare the herd or the ftall, of which
they are become the proprietors.

THE modern defcription of India is a repetition of the
ancient, and the prefent ftate of China is derived from a
diftant antiquity, to which there is no parallel in the
hiftory of mankind. The fucceflion of monarchs has been
changed ; but no revolutions have affe@ed the ftate. The
African and the Samoiede are not more uniform in their
ignorance and barbarity, than the Chinefe and the In-
dian, if we may credit their own fory, have been in
the pradtice of manufa&ture, and in the obfervance of a
certain police, which was calculated only to regulate
their traffic, and to prote@ them in their application to
fervile or lucrative arts.

Ir we pafs from thefe general reprefentations of what
mankind have done, to the more minute defcription of
the
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the animal himfelf, as he has occupied different climates,
and is diverfified in his temper, complexion, and cha-
racter, we fhall find a variety of genius correfpond-
ing to the effe@s of his condud, and the refult of his
ftory.

Manw, in the perfetion of his natural faculties, 1s
quick and delicate in his fenfibility ; extenfive and va-
rious in his imaginations and refleGtions; attentive, pe-
netrating, and f{ubtile, in what relates to his fellow-crea-
tures; firm and ardent in his purpofes; devoted to
friendfhip or to enmity; jealous of his independence
and his honour, which he will not relinquifh for fafety
or for profit: under all his corruptions or improvements, he
retains his natural fenfibility, if not his force ; and his
commerce is a blefling or a curfe, according to the di-
retion his mind has received.

BuT under the extremes of heat or of cold, the adtive
range of the human foul appears to be limited ; and men
are of inferior importance, either as friends, or as ene-
mies. In the one extreme, they are dull and {low, mo-
derate in their defires, regular and pacific in their man-
ner of life; in the other, they are feverifh in their paf-
fions, weak in their judgements, and addicted by tem-
perament to animal pleafure. In both the heartis merce-
nary, and makes important conceflions for childifh bribes:
in both the fpirit is prepared for fervitude: in the one
it is fubdued by fear of the future; in the other it is
not roufed even by its fenfe of the prefent.

-

THE
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THE nations of Europe who would fettle or conquer
on the fouth or the north of their own happier climates,
find little refiftance: they extend their dominion at plea-
fure, and find no where a limit but in the ocean, and in
the fatiety of conqueflt. With few of the pangs and the
ftruggles that precede the reduction of nations, mighty
provinces have been fucceflively annexed to the territory
of Ruflia; and its {fovereign, who accounts within his
domain, entire tribes, with whom perhaps none of his
emiflaries have ever converfed, difpatched a few geome-
ters to extend his empire, and thus to execute a pro-
ject, in which the Romans were obliged to employ their
confuls and their legions ¥. Thefe modern conquerors
complain of rebellion, where they meet with repug-
nance; and are furprifed at being treated as enemies,
where they come to impofe their tribute.

IT appears, however, that on the thores of the Eaftern
{fea, they have met with nations 4 who have queftioned
their title to reign, and who have confidered the re-
quifition of a tax as the demand of effeés for no-
thing. Here perhaps may be found the genius of an-
cient Furope, and under its name of ferocity, the fpirit
of national independence f ; that fpirit w lm,h difputed

# See Ruflian Atlas,
+ The T'chutzi,

§ Notes to the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars,
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its ground in the Weft with the victorious armies of
Rome, and baflled the attempts of the Perfian monarchs
to comprehend the villages of Greece within the bounds
of their extenfive dominion.

THE great and firiking diverfities which obtain be-
twixt the inhabitants of climates far removed from each
other, are, like the varieties of other animals in dif-
ferent regions, eafily obferved. The horfe. and the rain-
deer are juft emblems of the Arab and the Laplander:
the native of Arabia, like the animal for whofe race his
country is famed, whether wild in the woods, or tutored’
by art, is lively, active, and fervent in the exercife on
which he is bent. This race of men, in their rude flate,
fly to the defert for freedom, and in roving bands alarm
the frontiers of empire, and {lrike a terror in the province
to which their moving encampments advance ¥. When
roufed by the profpe&t of conguefl, or difpofed to act
on a plan, they {pread their dominion, and their fyftem
of imagination, over mighty tracis of the earth: when
poflefled of property and of fettlement, they fet the ex-
ample of a lively invention, and fuperior ingenuity, in
the pralice of arts, and the ftudy of fcience. The Lap-
lander, on the contrary, like the affociate of his climate,
is hardy, indefatigable, and patient of famine; dull ra-
ther than tame; ferviceable in a particular trac; and
incapable of change. Whole nations continue from age
to age in the fame condition, and, with immoveable

2 D' Arvieux.
phlegm,
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phlegm, fubmit to the appellations of Dare, of Swede, or
of Mufcovite,according to the land they inhabit ; and fuffer
their country to be fevered like a common, by the line on
which thofe nations have traced their limits of empire.

I'T is not in the extremes alone that thefe varieties of
genius may be clearly diftinguifhed. Their continual
change keeps pace with the variations of climate with
which we fuppofe them conne@ed: and though certain
degrees of capacity, penetration, and ardour, are not the
lot of entire nations, nor the vulgar properties of any
people 3 yert their unequal frequency, and unequal mea-
fure, in different countries, are fufficiently manifeft from
the manners, the tone of converfation, the talent for
bufinefs, amufement, and literary corhpofition, which

predominate in each.

LRl It is to the Southern nations of Europe, both ancient
e A : : ;
ot el and modern, that we owe the invention and the embelli{h-
l WL=ERE .. s
Ll o mentof that mythology, and thofe early traditions, which
' continue to furnifh the materials of fancy, and the field
of poetic allufion. 'To them we owe the romantic tales of
chivalry, as well as the fubfequent models of a more ra-
tional ftyle, by which the heart and the imagination are

kindled, and the underftanding informed.

THE fruits of induftry have abounded moft in the
North, and the ftudy of fcience has here received its moft
folid improvements: the efforts of imagination and fenti-

ment
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ment were moft frequent and moft fuccefsful in the South,
While the fhores of the Baltic became famed for the ftu-
dies of Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler, thofe of
the Mediterranean were celebrated for giving birth to men
of genius in all its variety, and for having abounded
with poets and hiftorians, as well as with men of {cience.

Ox one fide, learning took its rife from the heart and
the fancy; on the other, it is ftill confined to the judge-
ment and the memory. A faithful detail of public
tranfactions, with little difcernment of their comparative
importance ; the treaties and the claims of nations, the
births and genealogies of princes, are, in the literature of
Northern nations, amply preferved; while the lights of
the underftanding, and the feelings of the heart, are fuf-
fered to perifh. The hiftory of the human characier; the
interefting memoir, founded no lefs on the carelefs pro-
ceedings of a private life, than on the formal tranfactions
of a public ftation; the ingenious pleafantry, the pier-
cing ridicule, the tender, pathetic, or the elevated {train
of elocution, have been confined in modern as well as
ancient times, with a few exceptions, to the fame lati-
tudes with the fig and the vine.

Tursk diverfities of natural genius, if real, mult
have great part of their foundation in the animal frame:
and it has been often obferved, that the vine fl lourifhes,
where, to quicken the ferments of the human blood, its
aids are the leaft required. While fpirituous liquors are,

among Southern nations, from a fenfe of their ruinous
effects,
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effects, prohibited ; or from a love of decency, and the
pofleflion of a temperament fufliciently warm, not great-
ly defired ; they carry in the North a peculiar charm,
while they awaken the mind, and give a tafte of that
lively fancy and ardour of paflion, which the climate is
found to deny.

THE melting defires, or the fiery paflions, which in
one climate take place between the fexes, are in another
changed into a {ober confideration, ora patience of mu-
tual difguft. This change is remarked in crofling the
Mediterranean, in following the courfe of the Mifhfippi,
in afcending the mountains of Caucafus, and in pafling
from the Alps and the Pyrenees to the fhores of the Bal-
tic.

THE female fex domineers on the frontier of Louifia-
na, by the double engine of fuperftition, and of paflion,
They are {laves among the native inhabitants of Canada,
and chiefly valued for the toils they endure, and the do-
meftic fervice they yield *.

THE burning ardours, and the torturing jealoufies,
of the feraglio and the haram, which have reigned {5
long in Afia and Africa, and which, in the Southern parts
of Europe, have fearcely given way to the difference of
religion and civil eftablithments, are found, however,
with an abatement of heat in the climate, to be more ea-

# Charlevoix.
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fily changed, in one latitude, into a temporary paflion
which ingroffes the mind, without enfeebling it, and
which excites to romantic atchievements: by a farther
progrefs to the North, it is changed into a fpirit of
gallantry, which employs the wit and the fancy more
than the heart ; which prefers intrigue to enjoyment ; and
fubftitutes affe@ation and vanity, where fentiment and
defire have failed. As it departs from the fun, the fame
paflion is farther compofed into a habit of domeftic con-
nection, or frozen into a ftate of infenfibility, under which
the fexes at freedom fcarcely chufe to unite their fociety.

THESE variations of temperament and chara@er, do
not indeed correfpond with the number of degrees that
are meafured from the equator to the pole ; nor does the
temperature of the air itfelf depend on the latitude, Va-
rieties of {oil and pofition, the diftance or neighbour-
hood of the fea, are known to aflec the atmoiphere,
and may have fignal efle@s in compofing the animal
frame,

THE climates of America, though taken under the
fame parallel, are obferved to differ from thofe of Europe.
There, extenfive marfhes, great lakes, aged, decayed, and
crouded forefts, with the other circumftances that mark
an uncultivated country, are fuppofed to replenifh the
air with heavy and noxious vapours, that give a double
afperity to the winter, and, during many months, by
the frequency and continuance of fogs, fnow, and froft,
carry the inconveniencies of the frigid zone far into the

Z temperate.
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temperate. The Samoiede and the Laplander, however,
have their counterpart, though on a lower latitude,
on the fhores of America: the Canadian and the Iro-
quois bear a refemblance tothe ancient inhabitants of the
middling climates of Europe: the Mexican, like the A-
fiatic of India, being addicted to pleafure, was funk in
effeminacy ; and in the neighbourhood of the wild and the
free, had fuffered to be raifed on his weaknefs, a domi-
neering fuperftition, and a pérmanent fabric of defpo-
tical government.

GRrEAT part of Tartary lies under the fame parallels
with Greece, Italy, and Spain; but the climates are
, found to be different ; and while the fhores, not only of
i the Mediterranean, but even thofe of the Atlantic, are
' favoured with a moderate change and viciflitude of fea-
{ons, the eaftern parts of Europe, and the northern con-
tinent of Afia, are afflited with all’ their extremes. In
one {eafon, we are told, that the plagues of an ardent
fummer reach almoft to the frozen fea; and that the in-
habitant is obliged to fcreen him{felf from noxious vermin
in the fame clouds of fmoke in which he muft, at a
different time of the year, take fhelter from the rigours
of cold. 'When winter returns, the tranfition is rapid,
and with an afperity almoft equal in every latitude, lays
wafte the face of the earth, from the northern confines

! of Siberia, to the defcents of Mount Caucafus and the
el frontier of India,
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WiTH this unequal diftribution of climate, by which
the lot, as well as the national charater, of the Northern
Afiatic may be deemed inferior to that of FEuro-
peans who lie under the fame parallels, a fimilar gra-
dation of temperament and {pirit, however, has been
obferved, in following the meridian on either tract;
and the Southern Tartar has over the Tongufes and
the Samoiede, the fame pre-eminence that certain na-
tions of Europe are known to poflefs over their North-
ern neighbours, in fituations more advantageous to both.

TuE Southern hemifphere fcarcely offers a fubject of
like obfervation. The temperate zone is there {till un-
difcovered, or is only known in two promontories, the
Cape of Good Hope, and Cape Horn, which firetch into
moderate latitudes on that fide of the line. But the favage
of South America, notwithftanding the interpofition of
the nations of Peru and of Mexico, is found to refem-
ble his counterpart on the North; and the Hottentor,
in many things, the barbarian of Europe: he is tenacious

of freedom, has rudiments of policy, and a national vi--

gour, which ferve to diftinguifh his race from the o-
ther African tribes, who are ‘expofed to the more verti-
cal rays of the fun.

WHILE we have, in thefe obfervations, only thrown
out what muft prefent itfelf on the moft curfory view of
the hiftory of mankind, or what may be pre fumed from the
mere obfcurity of {fome nations, whoinhabit great traéts of
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the earth, as well as from the luftre of others, we are
(tll unable to explain the manner in which climate may
affe@t the temperament, or fofter the genius, of its inha-
bitant.

THAT the temper of the heart, and the intelleGtual
operations of the mind, are, in fome meafure, dependent
on the ftate of the animal organs, is well known from
experience. Men differ from themfelves in ficknefs and
in health ; under a change of diet, of air, and of exercife:
but we are, even in thefe familiar inftances, at a lofs how
to connect the caufe with its fuppofed effe@: and though
climate, by including a variety of fuch caufes, may, by
fome regular influence, affe@ the characers of men, we
can never hope to explain the manner of thofe influences
till we have underftood what probably we fhall never
underftand, the ftructure of thofe finer organs with which
the operations of the {oul are conne@ed.

WHEN we point out, in the fituation of a people,
circum{tances which, by determining their purfuits, re-
gulate their habits, and their manner of life; and when,
inftead of referring to the {fupppofed phyfical fource of
their difpofitions, we aflign their inducements to a deter-
minate conduét; in this we {peak of effets and of caufes
whofe connection is more familiarly known. We can
underftand, for inftance, why a race of men like the Sa-
moiede, confined, during great part of the year, to dark-
nefs, or retired into caverns, thould differ, in their magn-
ners and apprehenfions, from thofe who are at liberty in

every
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every feafon; or who, inftead of fecking relief from the
extremities of cold, are employed in fearch of precautions
again(t the oppreflions of a burning fun. Fire and ex-
ercife are the remedies of cold; repofe and fthade the fe-
curities from heat. The Hollander is laborious and

induftrious in Europe; he becomes more languid and
{lothful in India *.

GREAT extremities, either of heat or cold, are, per-
haps, in a moral view, equally unfavourable to the a@ive
genius of mankind, and by prefenting alike infuperable
difficulties to be overcome, or ftron g inducements to in-
dolence and floth, equally prevent the firft applications of
ingenuity, or limit their progrefs. Some intermediate de-
grees of inconvenience in the fituation, at once excite the
fpirit, and, with the hopes of fuccefs, encourage its ef-
forts. “ Itis in the leaft favourable fituations,” fays Me
Roufleau,  that arts have flourithed the moft. 1 could
“ fhow them in Egypt, as they {pread with the overflow-
“ing of the Nile; and in Africa, as they mounted up to
“ the clouds, from a rocky foil and from barren fands ;
“ while on the fertile banks of the Furotas, they were not
“ able to faften their roots.”

WHERE mankind from the firft fubfift by toil, andin
the midft of diffieulties, the defe@s of their fituation

* The Dutch failors who were employed in the fiege of Malaco, tore
or burnt the fail-cloth which was given them to make tents, that they might
not have the trouble of making or pitching them.  Foy, de Matelief,
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.are fupplied by induftry: and while dry, tempting,

and healthful lands are left uncultivated ¥, the pefti-
lent marfh is drained with great labour, and the fea is
fenced off with mighty barriers, the materials and the
cofts of which, the foil to be gained can fcarcely afford,
or repay. Harbours are opened, and crouded with fhip-
ping, where veflels of burden, if they are not conftruét-
ed with a view to the fituation, have not water to float.
Elegant and magnificent edifices are raifed on founda-
tions of flime; and all the conveniencies of human life
are made to abound, where nature does not feem to have
prepared a reception for men. It is in vain to expedt,
that the refidence of arts and commerce thould be deter-
mined by the pofleflion of natural advantages. Men
do more when they have certain difliculties to furmount,
than when they have fuppofed bleflings to enjoy: and
the fhade of the barren oak and the pine are more fa-

vourable to the genius of mankind, than that of the
palm or the tamarind,

AMoNG the advantages which enable nations to run
the career of policy, as well as of arts, it may be expec-
ed, from the obfervations already made, that we fhould
reckon every circumftance which enables them to divide
and to maintain themfelves in diftiné and independent
communities. The fociety and concourfe of other men,
are not more necellary to form the individual, than the
rivalthip and competition of nations are to invigorate the

Compare the ftate of Hungary with that of Holland.

principles
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principles of political life in a ftate. Their wars, and
their treaties, their mutual jealoufies, and the eftablifh-
ments which they devife with a view to each other, con-
ftitute more than half the occupations of mankind, and
furnifh materials for their greateft and moft improving
exértions. For this reafon, clufters of iflands, a conti-
nent divided by many natural barriers, great rivers,
ridges of mountains, and arms of the fea, are beft fit-
ted for becoming the nurfery of independent and refpe-
able nations. The diftinétion of flates being clearly
maintained, a principle of political life is eftablifhed in
every divifion, and the capital of every diftrid, like the
heart in an animal body, communicates with eafe the vi-
tal blood and the national fpirit to its members.

TuE moft refpeftable nations have always been found
where at leaft one part of the frontier has been wafhed
by the fea. This barrier, perhaps the ftrongeft of all in
the times of barbarity, does not, however, even then
fuperfede the cares of a national defence; and in the ad-
vanced ftate of arts, gives the greateft {fcope and facility to
COMmMINErce.

Turivine and independent nations were accordingly
feattered on the fhores of the Pacific and the Atlantic. They
furrounded the Red fea, the Mediterranean, and the Bal-
tic; while, a few tribes excepted, who retire among the
mountains bordering on India and Perfia, or who have
found fome rude eftablifhment among the creeks and the
fhores of the Cafpian and the Euxine, there is {carcely a

people
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people in the vaft continent of Afia who deferves the
name of a nation. The unbounded plain is traverfed at
large by hordes, who are in perpetual motion, or whoare
difplaced and harafled by their mutual hoftilities. Al-
though they are never perhaps aCtually blended together
in the courfe of hunting, or in the fearch of pafture,
they cannot ‘bear one great diftin&tion of nations,
which is taken from the territory, and which is deeply
imprefled by an affection to the native feat. They move in
troops, without thearrangementor the concert of nations ;
they become eafy acceflions to every new empire among
themfelves, or to the Chinefe and the Mufcovite, with
whom they hold a traffic for the means of fubfiftence,
and the materials of pleafure,

WHERE a happy {yftem of nations is formed, they
do not rely for the continuance of their feparate names,
and for that of their political independence, on the bar-
riers ereCted by nature. Mutual jealoufies lead to the
maintenance of a balance of power; and this principle,
more than the Rhine and the Ocean, than the Alps and
the Pyrenees in modern Europe; more than the ftraits of
Thermopyl®, the mountains of Thrace, or the bays of
Salamine and Corinth in ancient Greece ; tended to pro-
long the {eparation, to which the inhabitants of thefe
happy climates have owed their felicity as nations, the
huftre of their fame, and their civil accomplifhments.

IF
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Ir we mean to purfue the hiftory of civil fociety, our
attention muft be chiefly direced to fuch examples, and
we muft here bid farewel to thofe regions of the earth,
on which our fpecies, by the effe@s of fituation or cli-
mate, appear to be reftrained in their national purfuits,
or inferior in the powers of the mind.

i Ml T £

The Hiffory of Subordination.

‘g"fg T have hitherto obferved mankind, either united
¥ together on terms of equality, or difpofed to ad-
mit of a fubordination founded merely on the voluntary
refpect and attachment which they paid to their leaders ;
but, in both cafes, without any concerted plan of govern-
ment, or {yftem of laws.

TuE favage, whofe fortune is comprifed in his cabin,
his fur, and his arms, is fatisfied with that provifion,
and with that degree of {ecurity, he himfelf can procure.
He perceives, in treating with his equal, no fubjeét of
difcuflion that fhould be referred to the decifion of a
judge; nor does he find in any hand the badges of magi-
ftracy, orthe CI'.f.JthS of a perpetual command.

THE barbarian, though induced by his admiration of

? B 4
perfonal qualitics, the luftre of a heroic race, or a fupe-
Aa riority
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186 The Hiffory of Subordination. Part III.

riority of fortune, to follow the banners of a leader, and
to act a fubordinate part in his tribe, knows not, that
what he performs from choice, is to be made a fubject of
obligation. He alts from affections unacquainted with
forms ; and when provoked, or when engaged in difpures,
he recurs to the fword, as the ultimate means of decifion,
in all queftions of right.

Human affairs, in the mean time, continue their pro-
grefs. What was in one generation a propenfity to herd
with the fpecies, becomes, in the ages which follow, a
principle of national union. 'What was originally an al-
liance for common defence, becomes a concerted plan of
political force; the care of fubfiftence becomes.an an-
xiety for accumulating wealth, and the foundation of
commercial arts.

MankiND, in following the prefent fenfe of their
minds, in ftriving to remove inconveniencies, or to gain
apparent and contiguous advantages, arrive at ends which
even their imagination could not anticipate, and pafs on,
like other animals, in the track of their nature, without
perceiving its end. He who firft faid, “I will appro-
““ priate this field; I will leave it to my heirs;” did not
perceive, that he was laying the foundation of civil laws
and political eftablifhments. He who firft ranged him-
{felf under a leader, did not perceive, that he was fetting
the example of a permanent fubordination, under the
pretence of which, the rapacious were to feize his poflel-
fions, and the arrogant to lay claim to his fervice.

Menr,
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MEN, in general, are fufficiently difpofed to occupy
themfelves in forming proje@s and fchemes: but he who
would fcheme and proje& for others, will find an oppo-
nent in every perfon whois difpofed to fcheme for himfelf.
Like the winds, that come we know not whence, and
blow whitherfoever they lift, the forms of fociety are de-
rived from an obfcureand diftant origin ; they arife, long
before the date of philofophy, from the inftinéts, not
from the fpeculations, of men. The croud of mankind,
are direCted in their eftablithments and meafures, by the
circumitances in which they are placed; and feldom are
turned from their way, to follow the plan of any fingle
projector.

EvEry ftep and every movement of the multitude,
even in what are termed enlightened ages, are made with
equal blindnefs to the future; and nations ftumble upon
eftablifhments, which are indeed the refult of human
action, but not the execution of any human defign *. If
Cromwell faid, That a man never mounts higher, than
when he knows not whither he is going; it may with
more reafon be affirmed of communities, that they admit of
the greateft revolutions where no change is intended, and
that the moft refined politicians do not always know whi-
ther they are leading the flate by their proje@s.

Ir we liften to the teftimony of modern hiftory, and
to that of the moft authentic parts of the ancient; if we
attend to the practice of nations in every quarter of the
world, and in every condition, whether that of the bar-

¥ De Retz Memoirs,
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barian or the polithed, we fhall find very little reafon to
retract this affertion. No conftitution is formed by con-
cert, no government is copied from a plan. The mem-
bers of a fmall ftate contend for equality ;- the members
of a greater, find themfelves clafled in a certain manner
that lays a foundation for monarchy. They proceed from
one form of government to another, by eafy tranfitions,
and frequently under old names adopt a new contftitution.
The feeds of every form are lodged in human nature;
they {pring up and ripen with the feafon. The preva-
lence of a particular fpecies is often derived from an im-
perceptible ingredient mingled in the foil.

WE are therefore to réceive, with caution, the tradi-
tionary hiftories of ancient legiflators, and founders of
ftates. Their names have long been celebrated; their
{fuppoled plans have been admired; and what were pro-
bably the confequences of an early fitnation, is, in every
inftance, confidered as an effe¢t of defign. An author
and a work, like caufe and effect, are perpetually coupled
together. This is the fimpleft form under which we can
confider the. eftablifhment of nations: and we afcribe
to a previdus defign, what came to be known only by
experience, what no human wifdom could forefee, and
what, without the concurring humour and difpofition of his
age, no authority could enable an individual to execute.

Ir men, during ages of -extenfive refle&tion, and em-
ployed in the fearch of improvement, are wedded to their
inftitutions ; and, labouring under many acknowledged

inconveniencies,
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inconveniencies, cannot break loofe from the trammels
of cultom; what fhall we fuppofe their humour to have
been in the times of Romulus and Lycurgus! = They

were not furely more difpofed to embrace the fchemes of

innovators, or to {hake off the impreflions of habit: they
were not more phant and dudtile, when their knowled ge
was lefs; not more capable of refigement, when their
minds were more circumi{cribed.

\WE imagine, perhaps, that rude nations muit have fo
ftrong a fenfe of the defeds under which they labour,
and be {o confcious that reformations are requifite in
their manners, that they muft be ready to adopt, with
joy, every plan of improvement, and to reccive every
plaufible propofal with implicit compliance. And we
are thus inclined to believe, that the harp of Orpheus
could effect, in one age, what the eloguence: of Plato
could net produce in another, - We miftake, however,
the charaéeriftic of fimple “ages: mankind then appear
to feel the feweft defects, and are then leaft defircus to
enter on reformations.

THE reality, in the mean time, of certain eftablifh-
ments at Rome and at Sparta; cannot be difputed : but
itis probable, that the government of both thefe ftates
took its rife’ from the fituation and genius of the people
not from the proje@s of fingle men; that the celebrated
warrior and {tatefman, who are confidered as the found-
ers of thofe nations, only aded a fuperior part among
numbers who were difpofed to the fame inftitutions:

and.
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190 The Hflory of Subordination. Part IIL.

and that they left to pofterity a renown, pointing them
out as the inventors of many practices which had been
already in ufe, and which helped to form their own
manners and genius, as well as thofe of their country-
mecn.

It has been formerly obferved, that, in many particu~
lars, the cuftoms of fimple nations coincide with what
is afcribed to the invention of early flatefmen; that the
model of republican government, the fenate, and the af-
fembly of the people; that even the equality of property,
or the community of goods, were not referved to the
invention or contrivance of fingular men.

Ir we confider Romulus as the founder of the Roman
{tate, certainly he who killed his brother that he might
reign alone, did not defire to come under reflraints from
the controuling power of the fenate, nor to refer the
councils of his fovereignty to the decifion of a collective
body. Love of dominion is, by its nature, averfe to con-
ftraint; and this chieftain, like every leader in a rude
age, probably found a clafs of men ready to intrude on
his councils, and without whom he could not proceed.
He met with occafions, on which, as at the found of a
trumpet, the body of the people aflembled, and took re-
{olutions, which any individual might in vain difpute,
or attempt to controul ; and Rome, which commenced on
the general plan of every artlefs fociety, found lafting
unprovements in the puriuit of temporary expedients,

and
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and digefted her political frame in adjufting the preten-
fions of parties which arofe in the flate.

MaxNkIND, in very early ages of fociety, learn to
covet riches, and to admire difin&ion: they have ava-
rice and ambition, and are occafionally led by them to
depredation and conqueft: butin their ordinary con-
dud, thefe motives are balanced or reftrained by other
habits and other purfuits; by{loth, or intemperance; by
perfonal attachments, or perfonal animofities; which
miflead from the attention to intereft. Thefe circum-
{tances render mankind, at times, remifs or outrageous:
they prove the fource of civil peace or diforder, but dif-
qualify thofe who are actuated by them, from maintain-
ing any fixed ufurpation; {lavery and rapine are firft
threatened from abroad, and war, either offenfive or
defenfive, is the great bufinefs of every tribe. The ene-
my occupy their thoughts; they have no leifure for do-
meftic diffenfions. It is the defire of every feparate com-
munity, however, to fecure itfelf ; and in proportion as it
gains this object, by ftrengthening its barrier, by weak-
ening its enemy, or by procuring allies, the individual
at home bethinks him of what he may gain or lofe for
himfelf: the leader is difpofed to enlarge the advantages
which belong to his ftation; the follower becomes jea-
lous of rights which are open to incroachment; and
parties who united before, from affetion and habit, or
from a regard to their common prefervation, difa-
gree in fupporting their feveral claims to precedence or

1‘![‘{'.1ﬁt.
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O

WixeN the animofities of faltion are thus awakened
at home, and the pretenfions of freedom are oppofed to
thofe of dominion, the members of every fociety find
a new {cene upon which to exert their activity. They
had quarrelled, perhaps, on points of intereft; they had
balanced between different leaders; but they had never
united as citizens, to withftand the encroachments of fo-
vereignty, or to maintain their common rights as a
people. If the prince, in this conteft, finds numbers to
fupport, as well as to oppofe his pretenfions, the fword
which was whetted againft foreign enemies, may be
pointed at the bofom of fellow-fubjeéts, and every inter-
val of peace from abroad, be filled with domeftic war.
The facred names of Liberty, Juftice, and Civil Order,
are made to refound in public affemblies ; and, during the
ablence of other alarms, give to fociety, within itfelf, an
abundant fubject of ferment and animofity.

I¥ what is related of the little principalities which, in
ancient times, were formed in Greece, in Italy, and over
all Iurope, agrees with the chara@er we have given of
mankind under the firlt impreflions of property, of in-
tereflt, and of hereditary diftinétions; the feditions and
domeftic wars which followed in thofe very {tates, the
expulfion of their kings, or the quefltions which arofe
concerning the prerogatives of the fovereign, or privilese
of the fubject, are agreeable to the reprefentation which
we now give of the firlt ftep toward pelitical eftablifh-
ment, and the defire of a legal conftirution.
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WaaT this conflitution may be in its earlieft form,
depends on a variety of circumiftances in the condition

fag
L

of nations: It depends on the extent of the principa-
lity 1 its rude ftate; on the degree of difparity to
which mankind had fubmitted before they began to
difpute 1ts abufes: it depends likewife on what we term
accidents, the perfonal chara@er of an individual, or the
events of a war.

EvErRY community 1s originally a fmall one. That
propenfity by which mankind at firft unite, is not the
principle from which they afterwards a& in extending
the limits of empire. Small tribes, where they are not
affembled by common objeéts of conqueit or fafery, are
even averfe to a coalition. 1If, like the real or i-“a'::.mm_;s
confederacy of the Greeks for the deftruction of Troy,
many nations combine in purfuit of a fingle objedt, t}‘.;'“.'
eafily feparate again, and a& anew on the maxims of
rival ftates.

THERE is, perhaps, a certain national extent, within
which the paflions of men are eafily communicated from
one, or a few, to the whole; and there are certain num-
bers of men who can be aflembled, and a& in 2 body.
If, while the fociety is not enlarged beyond this dimen-
fion, and while its members are eafily aflembled, poli-
tical contentions arie, the {tate feldom fails to proceed
on republican maxims, and to eftablifh democracy. In
mofl rude principalities, the leader derived his preroga-
tive from the luftre of his race, and from the voluntary

BEb attachment
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194 The Hiflory of Subordination. PartIIL.

attachment of his tribe: the people he commanded, were
his friends, his fubje@s, and his troops. If we {uppole,
upon any change in their manners, that they ceafe to
revere his dignity, that they pretend to equality among
themfelves, or are feized with a jealoufy of his alluming
too much, the foundations of his power are already with-
drawn. When the voluntary f{ubjeét becomes refracto-
ry; when confiderable parties, or the colle&ive body,
chufe to aét for themfelves ; the fmall kingdom, like that
of Athens, becomes of courfe a republic.

TaE changes of condition, and of manners, which, in
the progrefs of mankind, raife up to nations a leader
and a prince, create, at the fame time, a nobility, and a
variety of ranks, who have, in a fubordinate degree,
their claim to diftinétion. Superftition, too, may create
an order of men, who, under the title of priefthood, en-
gage in the purfuit of a feparate interelt; who, by their
union and firmnefs as a body, and by their inceflant
ambition, deferve to be reckoned in the lift of pretenders
to power. Thefe different orders of men are the ele-
ments of whofe mixture the political body is generally
formed ; each draws to its fide fome part from the mafs
of the people. The people themfelves are a party upon
occafion; and numbers of men, however claffed an
diftinguifhed, become, by their jarring pretenfions an

=
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{eparate views, mutual interruptions and checks: an
have, by bringing to the natonal councils the maxims
and apprehenfions of a particular order, and by guard-

ing
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ing a particular intereft, a {hare in adjufting or preferving
the political form of the {tate.

THE pretenfions of any particular order, if not check-
ed by fome collateral power, would terminate in tyran-
ny; thofe of a prince, in defpotifin; thofe of a nobility
or priefthood, in the abufes of ariftocracy ; of a popu-
lace, in the confufions of anarchy. Thefe terminations,
as they are never the profefled, {b are they feldom evzn
the difguifed, object of party: but the meafures which
any party purfues, if fuffered to prevail, will lead, by
degrees, to every extreme,

IN their way to the afecendant they endeavour to gain,
and in the midft of interruptions which oppofite in-
terefts mutually give, liberty may have a permanent or
a tranfient exiftence; and the conftitution may bear a
form and a chara@er as various as the cafual combina-

iy

tion of fuch multiplied parts can eflect,

To beftow on communities fome degree of political
freedom, it is perhaps fufficient, that their members, ei-
ther fingly, or as they are involved with their feve-
ral orders, fhould infift on their rights; that under re-
publics, the citizen thould either maintain his own e-
quality with firmnefz, or reftrain the ambition of his fellow-
citizen within moderate bounds: that under monarchy,
men of every rank fhould maintain the honours of their
private or their public ftations; and facrifice, neither to
the impofitions of a court, nor to the claims of a popu-
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lace, thofe dignities which are deflined, in fome mea-
fure, independent of fortune, to give flability to the
th

yrone, and to procure a refpect to the fubjett.

AuinsT the contentions of party, the interefls of the
public, even the maxims of jultice and candour, are
fometimes forgotten; and yet thofe fatal confequences
which fuch a meafure of corruption feems to portend, do
not unavoidably follow.  The public intereft is often
fecure, not becaufe individuals are difpofed to regard it
s the end of their condué, but becaufe each, in his
place, is determined to preferve his own. Liberty is
maintained by the continued differences and oppofitions
of numbers, not by their concurring zeal in behalf of
equitable government. In free ftates, therefore, the wifeft
laws are never, perhaps, dictated by the interelt and
fpirit of any order of men: they are moved, they are
oppofed, or amended, by different hands ; and come at
laft to exprefs that medium and compofition which con-
tending parties have forced one another to adopt.

WaeN we confider the hiftory of mankind in this
view, we cannot ‘be at a lofs for the caufes which, in
finall communities, threw the balance on the fide of de-

macracy 3 which, in ftates more enlarged in refpect to

territory and numbers of people, gave the afcendant to
monarchy ; and which, in a variety of conditions and of

different ages, enabled mankind to blend and unite the

-

characters of different forms ; and, inftead of any of the
o
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fimple conftitutions we have mentioned ¥, to exhibit a
medley of all.

In emerging from a ftate of rudenefs and {implicity,
men muft be expected to a@ from that {pirit of equality,
or moderate fubordination, to which they have been ac-
cuftomed. When crouded together in cities, or within
the compafs of a fimall territory, they act by contagious
paflions, and every individual feels a degree of import-
ance proportioned to his figure in the croud, and the
fmallnefs of its numbers. The pretenders to power and
dominion appear in too familiar a light to impofe upon
the multitude, and they have no aids at their call, by
which they can bridle the refractory humours of a people
who refift their pretenfions. Thefeus, King of Attica,
we are told, aflembled the inhabitants of its twelve
cantons into one city. In this he took an efleCtual me-
thod to unite nto one democracy, what were before
the feparate members of his monarchy, and to haften the
downfall of the regal power.

Ty monarch of an extenfive territory has many ad-
vantages in maintaining his ftation. Without any grie-

vance to his fubje@s, lhe can fupport the magnificence of

a royal eftate, and dazzle the imagination of his people,
by that very wealth which themfelves have beflowed.
Fle can employ theinhabitants of one dillriét againft thofe

of another ; and while the paflions that lead to mutiny

and

F
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and rebellion, can at any one time feize only on a pare
of his fubjecs, he feels himfelf firong in the pofleflion of
a general authority. Even the diftance at which he re-
fides from many of thofe who receive his commands,

augments the myfterious awe and refpe@ which are paid
to his government.

WiTH thefe different tendencies, accident and corrup-
tion, however, joined to a variety of circumftances, may
throw particular ftates from their bias, and produce ex-
ceptions to every general rule. This has actually happen-
ed in fome of the later principalities of Greece, and mo-
dern Italy, in Sweden, Poland, and the German empire,
But the united ftates of the Netherlands, and the Swifs
cantons, are perhaps the moft extenfive communities,
which maintaining the union of nations, have, for any
confiderable time, refifted the tendency to monarchical go-
vernment; and Sweden is the only inftance of a republic
eftablifhed in a great kingdom on the ruins of monar-
chy.

THE fovereign of a petty diftri®, or a fingle city,
when not fupported, asin modern Europe, by the conta-
gion of monarchical manners, holds the {ceptre by a pre-
carious tenure, and is perpetually alarmed by the {piric
of mutiny in his people, is guided by jealoufy, and fup-
ports himfelf by {everity, prevention, and force.

THE popular and ariftocratical powers in a great na-
tion, as in the cafe of Germany and Poland, may meet
with
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with equal difficulty in maintaining their pretenfions ;
and in order to avoid their danger on the fide of kingly
ufurpation, are obliged to with-hold from the fupreme
magiftrate even the neceflfary truft of an executive
power.

THE ftates of Europe, in the manner of their firft fet-
tlement, laid the toundations of monarchy, and were pre-
pared to unite under regular and extenfive governments.
If the Greeks, whofe progrefs at home terminated in the
eftablifhment of fo many independent republics, had un-
der Agamemnon effe(ted a conqueft and fettlement in
Afia, it is probable, that they might have furnithed an
example of the fame kind. But the original inhabitants
of any country, forming many feparate cantons, come by
flow degrees to that coalition and union into which con-
quering tribes are, in effe®ing their conquefts, or in fe-
curing their pofleflions, hurried at once. Cafar encoun-
tered fome hundreds of independent nations in Gaul,
whom even their common danger did not fufficiently un-
ite. The German invaders, who fetcled in the lands of
the Romans, made, in the fame diftriét, a number of fe-
parate eftablithments, but far more extenfive than what
the ancient Gauls, by their conjun@ions and treaties, or
in the refult of their wars, could after many ages have

reached.

THE feeds of great monarchies, and the roots of exten-
five dominion, were every where planted with the colo-
nies that divided the Roman empire. We have no exaét

account
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account of the numbers, who, with a feeming concert,
continued, during fome ages, to invade and to {eize this
tempting prize. Where they expecled refiftance, they
endeavoured to mufter up a proportionable force; and
when they propofed to fettle, entire nations removed to
thare in the fpoil. Scattered over an extenfive province,
where they could not be fecure, without maintaining
their union, they continued to acknowledge the leader
under whom they had fought; and, like an army fent
by divifions into {eparate ftations, were prepared to af-
{femble whenever occafion thould require their united o-
perations or counfels.

EvERY feparate party had its poft affigned, and every
fubordinate chieftain his pofleflions, from which he was
to provide his own fubfiftence, and that of his followers.
The model of government was taken from that of a mi-
litary fubordination, and a fief was the temporary pay
of an officer proportioned to his rank*. There was a
clafs of the peopledeftined to military fervice, another to
labour, and to cultivate lands for the benefit of their ma-
f{ters. The officer improved his tenure by degrees, firft
changing a temporary grant into a tenure for his life;
and this alfo, upon the obfervance of certain conditions,
into a grant including his heirs,

TuE rank of the nobles became hereditary in every
quarter, and formed a powerful and permanent order of

* Sce Dr Robertlon’s Hiftory of Scotland, b, 1,

men
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men in every ftate. While they held the people in
fervitude, they difputed the claims of their fovereign ;
they withdrew their attendance upon occafion, or turned
their arms againft him, They formed a ftrong and infur-
mountable barrier againfta general defpotifm in the ftate;
but they were themfelves, by means of their warlike re-
tainers, the tyrants of every little diftri@, and prevent-
ed the eftablithment of order, or any regular applica-
tions of law. They took the advantage of weak reigns or
minorities, to pufh their incroachments on the {overeign ;
or having made the monarchy eleive, they by fuccef:
five treaties and ftipulations, at every election, limited or
undermined the monarchical power. The prerogatives of
the prince have been, in fome inftances, as in that of the
German empire in particular, reduced to a mere title;
and the national union itfelf preferved in the obfervance
only of a few infignificant formalities.

WHERE the conteft of the {fovereign, and of his vaflals,
under hereditary and ample prerogatives annexed to the
crown, had a different iffue, the feudal lordfhi ps were
gradually ftript of their powers, the nobles were redu-
ced to the {tate of fubjeéts, and obliged to hold their ho-
nours, and exercife their jurifdictions, ina dependence on
the prince. It was his fuppefed intereft to reduce them
to a flate of equal fubje@ion with the people, and to ex-
tend his own authority, by refcuing the labourer and the
dependent from the oppreilions of their immediate fupe-

ri0rs,
Cc Iy
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Ix this projeét the princes of Europe have varioufly
fucceeded, While they protected the people, and there-
by encouraged the practice of commercial and lucrative
arts, they paved the way for defpotifm in the ftate; and
with the fame policy by which they relieved the fubject
from many opprellions, they increafed the powers of the
crown.

Bu T where the people had by the conftitution a repre-
{entative in the government, and a head, under which
they could avail themfelves of the wealth they ac-
quired, and of the fenfeof their perfonal importance, this
policy turned againft the crown ; it formed a new power
to reftrain the prerogative, to eftablifh the government of
law, and to exhibit a fpe@acle new in the hiftory of
mankind ; monarchy mixed with republic, and exten-
five territory, governed, during fome ages, without mi-
litary force.

Such were the fteps by which the nations of Europe
have arrived at their prefent eftablifhments : in fome in-
ftances, they have come to the pofleflion of legal confti-
tutions ; in others, to the exercife of a mitigated defpo-
tifin ; or continue to ftruggle with the tendency which
they feverally have to thefe different extremes.

TuEe progrefs of empire, in the early ages of Europe,
threatened to be rapid, and to bury the independent fpi-
rit of nations in that grave which the Ottoman conque-
rors found for themfelves ; and for the wretched race

they
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they had vanquifhed. 'The Romans were led by flow de-
grees to extend the limits of their empire ; every new ac-
quifition was the refult of a tedious war, and required
the fending of colonies, and a variety of meafures, to fe-
cure any new pofleflion. But the feudal fuperior being ani-
mated, from the moment he had gained an eftablithment,
with a defire of extending his territory, and of enlarging
the lift of his vaflals, made frequent annexation of new
provinces, merely by beftowing inveftiture, and received
mndependent ftates, without any material innovation in
the form of their policy, as the fubjects of his growing
dominion.

SEPARATE principalities were, like the parts of an en-
gine, ready to be joined, and, like the materials of a
building, ready to be erected. They were in the refult of
their firuggles put together or taken afunder with facility.
The independence of weak ftates was preferved only by
the mutual jealoufies of the {trong, or by the general at-
tention of all to maintain a balance of power.

THE happy {yftem of policy on which European {tates
have proceeded in preferving this balance ; the degree of
moderation which is, in adjufting their treaties, become
habitual even to victorious and powerful monarchies, does
honour to mankind, and may give hopes of a lafting feli-
city to be derived from a prepofleflion, never, perhaps, e-
qually ftrong in any former period, or among any number
of nations, that the firft conquering people will ruin
themfelves, as well as their rivals.

Cc a IT
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1

I7 is in fuch ftates, perhaps, as in a fabric of a large
dimenfion, that we can perceive moft diftinétly the feve-
ral parts of which a political body confifts; and obferve
that concurrence or oppofition of interefts, which ferve to
unite or to {eparate different orders of men, and lead
them, by maintaining their feveral claims, to eftablifh a
variety of political forms, The finalleft republics, how-
ever, confift of parts fimilar to thefe, and of members
who are actuated by a fimilar {pirit. They furnith ex-
amples of government diverfified by the cafual combina-
tions of parties, and by the different advantages with
which thofe parties engage in the conflict.

IN every fociety there 1s a cafual {fubordination, inde-
pendent of its formal eftablifhment, and frequcnt]y ad-
verfe to its conftitution. While the adminiftration and the
people {peak the language of a particular form, and feem
to admit no pretenfions to power, without a legal nomi-
nation in one inftance, or without the advanta ge of here-
ditary honours in another, this cafual fubordination,
poflibly arifing from the diftribution of property, or from
fome other circumftance that beftows unequal degrees
of influence, gives the ftate its tone, and fixes its charac-
ter.

THE plebeian order at Rome having been long con-
fidered as of an inferior condition, and excluded from the
higher offices of magiftracy, had fufficient force, as a bo-
dy, to get this invidious diftin&ion removed ; but the
individual {till a&ting under the impreflions of a fubordi-

nate
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nate rank, gave in every competition his {uffrage to a pa-
trician, whofe prote@ion he had experienced, and whofe
perfonal authority he felt. By this means, the afcenden-
cy of the patrician families was, for a certain period, as
regular as it could be made by the avowed maxims of a-
riftocracy ; but the higher offices of {late being gradual-
ly fhared by plebeians, the effe@s of former diftin@ions
were prevented or weakened. Thelaws thar were made
to adjult the pretenfions of different orders were eafily
cluded.  The populace became a facion, and their
alliance was the fureft road to dominion. Clodius, by a
pretended adoption into a plebeian family, was qualified
to become tribune of the people; and Cafa r, by efpou-
fing the caufe of this fadtion, made his way to ufurpation
and tyranny.

In fuch fleeting and tranfient fcenes, forms of govern-
ment are only modes of proceeding, in which every
fubfequent age may differ from the former. Fa&tion is
ever ready to feize all occafional advantages; and man-
kind, when in hazard from any party, feldom find a
better protection than that of its rival. Cato united with
Pompey in oppofition to Cafar, and guarded againft no-
thing fo much as that reconciliation of parties, which
was in effe@ to be a combination of different leaders
againft the freedom of the republic. 'This illuftrious per-
fonage ftood diftinguithed in his age like a man among
children, and was raifed above his opponents, as much
by the juflnefs of his underftanding, and the extent of

his
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his penetration, as hc was by the manly fortitude and
difintereftednefs with which he ftrove to baffle the de-
fizns of a vain and childifh ambition, that was operating
to the ruin of mankind.

ALTHoUGH free conflitutions of government {eldom
or never take their rife from the fcheme of any fingle
projetor, yet are they often preferved by the vigilance;
adtivity, and zeal, of fingle men. Happy are they who
inderftand and who chufe this object of care; and happy
it is for mankind when it is not chofen toolate. It has
been referved to fignalize the lives of a Cato or a Brutus,
on the eve of fatal revolutions ; to fofter in fecret the
indignation of Thrafea and Helvidius ; and to occupy
the refletions of fpeculative men in times of corruption.
But even in fuch late and ineffeGtual examples, it was
happy to know, and to value, an obje& which 1s {o 1m-
portant to mankind. The purfuit, and the love of it,
however unfuccefsful, has thrown a luftre on human
nature.

SECT,




Of Natwnal Objecls, &c.

o AN e 1R 111,

Of National Objects in general, and of Effablifbments and
Manners relating to. them.

HiLE the mode of {ubordination is cafual, and
forms of government take their rife, chiefly
from the manner in which the members of a ftate have
been originally claflfed, and from a variety of circum-
ftances that procure to particular orders of men a i'wu}- i
their country, there are certain objects that claim the at-
tention of every government, that lead the apprehenfions
and the reafonings of mankind in every fociety, and that
notonly furnifth an employment to ftatefmen, but in fome
meafure direét the community to thofe inftitutions, un-
der the authority of which the magiftrate holds his
power. Such are the national defence, the diftribution
of juftice, the prefervation and internal profperity of the
ftate. If thefe objets be neglected, we muft apprehend
that the very {cene in which parties contend for power,
for privilege, or equality, muft difappear, and fociety it-
felf no longer exift.

THE confideration due to thefe objedls will be plead-
ed in every public affembly, and will produce, in every
political conteft, appeals to that common fenfe and opi-
nion of mankind, which, ftruggling with the private
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208 Of National Objelts, Part III.

views of individuals, and the claims of party, may be
confidered as the great legiflator of nations.

T1E meafures required for the attainment of moft na-
tional objells, are connected together, and muft be joint-
ly purfued: they are often the fame. The force which is
prepared for defence againft foreign enemies, may be like-
wife employed to keep the peace at home : the laws made
to fecure the rights and liberties of the people, may ferve
as encouragements to population and commerce: and
every community, without confidering how its objects
may be clafled or diftingunifhed by fpeculative men, is,
in every inftance, obliged to aflume or to retain that form
which is beft fitted to preferve its advantages, or to avert
its misfortunes.

NaTions, however, like private men, have their fa-
vourite ends, and their principal purfuits, which diverfify
theirmanners, as well as their eftablithments. They even
attain to the fameends by different means ; and, like men
who make their fortune by different pl'ﬂf‘cfﬁmls,tctam the
habits of their principal calling in every condition at
which they arrive. The Romans became wealthy in
purfuing their conquefls; and probably, for a certain
period, increafed the numbers of mankind, while their
difpofition to war feemed to threaten the earth with de-
folation. Some modern nations proceed to dominion
and enlargement on the maxims of commerce ; and while
they only intend to accumulate riches at home, con-
tinue to gain an imperial afcendant abroad.

THE
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THE characters of the warlike and the commercial are
varioufly combined: they are formed in different degrees
by the influence of circumftances that more or lefs fre-
quently give rife to war, and excite the defire of con-
queft ; of circumftances that leave a people in quiet to
improve their domeftic refources, or to purchafe, by the
fruits of their induftry, from foreigners, what their own
foil and their climate deny.

THE members of every community are more or lefs
occupied with matters of ftate, in proportion as their
conflitution admits them to a fhare in the government,
and fummons up their attention to objeés of a public
nature. A people are cultivated or unimproved in their
talents, in proportion as thofe talents are employed in
the practice of arts, and in the affairs of fociety: they are
improved or corrupted in their manners, in proportion
as they are encouraged and direéted to aét on the maxims
of freedom and juflice, or as they are degraded into a
ftate of meannefs and fervitude. But whatever advantages
are obtained, or whatever evils are avoided, by nations,
in any of thefe important refpeéts, are generally confider-
ed as mere occafional incidents: they are feldom admit-
ted among the objects of policy, or entered among the
reafons of ftate.

‘WE hazard being treated with ridicule, when we re-
quire political eftablifhments, merely to cultivate the ta-
lents of men, and to infpire the fentiments of 4 liberal

mind: we muft offer fome motive of intereft, or fome
Dd hopes
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hopes of external advantage, to animate the purfuits, or
to dire@ the meafures, of ordinary men. They would be
brave, ingenious, and eloquent, only from neceflity, or
for the fake of profit: they magnify the ufes of wealth,
population, and the other refources of war; but often
forget that thefe are of no confequence without the di-
re@ion of able capacities, and without the fupports of a
national vigour. We may expe@, therefore, to find a-
mong ftates the bias to a particular policy, taken from
the regards to public fafety; from the defire of fecuring
perfonal freedom, or private property; feldom from the
confideration of moral effeéts, or from a view to the ge-
nius of mankind.

R I R V.

Of Population and Wealth.

"/ Hex we imagine what the Romans muft have
felt when the tidings came that the flower of
their city had perifhed at Cannz; when we think of
what the orator had in his mind when he {aid, * That
““ the youth among the people was like the {pring a-
* mong the feafons; " when we hear of the joy with which
the huntfinan and the warrior is adopted, in America, to
fuftain the honours of the family and the nation ; we are
made to feel the moft powerful motives to regard the
increafe and prefervation of our fellow-citizens. Intereft,
affection,
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affection, and views of policy, combine to recommend this
object; and it is treated with entire neglect only by the
tyrant who miftakes his own advantage, by the ftatef-
man who trifles with the charge committed to his care,

or by the people who are become corrupted, and who E _
confider their fellow-fubjects as rivals in intereft, and I-:a;':.:'."::k;i
" - . » - .|- b M W -
competitors in their lucrative purfuits. i ',F',r_
g
i

AmonG rude focieties, and among {mall communities :
in general, who are engaged in frequent ftruggles and

is a moft important obje@. The American rates his de-
feat from the numbers of men he has loft, or he efti-
mates his viGtory from the prifoners he has made; not
from his having remained the mafter of a field, or from
his being driven from a ground on which he encoun- el
tered his enemy. A man with whom he can aflociate in

¥
difficulties, the prefervation and increafe of their members IT- '

i

i

all his purfuits, whom he can embrace as his friend ; e
in whom he finds an object to his affections, and an A 14
aid in his ftruggles, is to him the moft precious accef i e
fion -of fortune. ! :r ;

EveN where the friendfhip of particular men is out of
the queftion, the fociety, being occupied in forming a par-
ty that may defend itfelf, and annoy its enemy, finds no I

objet of greater moment than the increafe of its num- Ik JHH .
bers. Captives who may be adopted, or children of ei- iy E
ther fex who may be reared for the public, are accor- ,.;E
dingly confidered as the richeft {poil of an enemy. The i ,;‘}_«;
pradtice of the Romans in admitting the vanquifhed to |y
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)

fhare in the privileges of their city, the rape of the Sa-
bines, and ths fubfequent coalition with that people, were
not fingular or uncommon examples in the hiftory of
mankind. The fame policy has been followed, and was
natural and obvious where-ever the ftrength of a ftate
confifted in the arms of a few, and where men were valued
in themfelves, diftinét from the confideration of eftate or

of fortune,

I~ rude ages, therefore, while mankind fubfift in fmall
divifions, it fhould appear, that if the earth be thinly
peopled, this defect does not arife from a difregard to
numbers on the part of ftates. Itis even probable, that
the moft effe@ual courfe that could be taken to increafe
the fpecies, would be, to prevent the coalition of nations,
and to oblige mankind to aé in fuch fmall bodies as
would make the prefervation of their numbers a princi-
pal obje& of their care. = This alone, it is true, would not
be fufficient: we muft probably add the encouragement
for rearing families, which mankind enjoy under a fa-
vourable policy, and the means of fubfiftence which
they owe to the practice of arts.

THE mother is unwilling to increafe her offspring,
and is ill provided to rear them, where the herfelf is ob-
liged to undergo great hardfhips in the fearch of her food.
In North America, we are told, that fhe joins to the re-
{erves of a cold or a moderate temperament, the abfti-
nencies to which fhe fubmits from the confideration of
this difficulty. In her apprehenfion, it is matter of pru-

dence,
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dence, and of confkience, to bring one child to the condi-
tion of feeding on venifon, and of following on foor,
before fhe will hazard a new burden in travelling the
woods.

IN warmer latitudes, by the different temperament,
perhaps, which the climate beftows, and by a greater
facility in procuring fubfiftence, the numbers of man-
kind increafe, while the obje@ itfelf. is neglected ; and
the commerce of the fexes, without any concern for po-
pulation, is. made a {ubje@ of mere debauch. In fome
places, we are told, it is even made the obje@ of a bar-
barous policy, to defeat or to reftrain the intentions of
nature.. In the ifland of Formofa, the males are prohibi-
ted to marry before the age of forty ; and females, if
pregnant before the age of thirty-fix, have an abortion
procured by order of the magiftrate, who employs a vio-
lence that endangers the life of the mother, together with
that of the child *.

In China, the permiflion given to parents to kill or to
expofe their children, was probably meant as a relief
from the burden of a numerous offspring.  But notwith-

ftanding what we hear of a practice fo repugnant to the

buman heart, it has not, probably, the effe@s in re-
ftraining population, which it feems to threaten; but,
like many other inftitutions, has an influence the reverfe
of what it feemed to portend. The parents marry with
this means of relief in their view, and the children are

faved.
¥ Collection of Dutch voyages,
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HowEvER important the object of population may be
held by mankind, it will be difficult to find, in the hi-
(tory of civil policy, any wife or effeétual eftablifhments
folely calculated to obtain it. The practice of rude or
feeble nations is inadequate, or cannot furmount the ob-
ftacles which are found in their manner of life. The
crowth of induftry, the endeavours of men to 1m-
prove their arts, to extend their commerce, to fecure their
polleflions, and to eftablifh their rights, are indeed the
molt effeétual means to promote population: but they a-
rife from a different motive; they arife from regards to
intereft and perfonal fafety. They are intended for the
benefit of thofe who exift, not to procure the increafe
of their numbers.

IT is, inthe mean time, of importance to know, that
where a people are fortunate in their political eftablifh-
ments, and fuccefsful in the purfuits of induftry, their
population is likely to grow in proportion. Moft of the
other devices thoughtof for this purpofe, only ferve to
fruftrate the expectations of mankind, or to miflead their
attention.

I~ planting a colony, in flriving to repair the occafio-
nal waftes of peftilence or war,the immediate contrivance
of ftatefimen may be ufeful; but if in reafoning on the
increafe of mankind in general, we overlook their free-
dom, and their happinefs, our aids to population be-
come weak and ineffeGtual. They only lead us to work
on the {furface, or to purfue a {hadow, while we negle&
the fubftantial concern; and in a decaying ftate, make

s
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us tamper with palliatives, while the roots of an evil are
{uffered to remain. OQ&avius revived or inforced the laws
that related to population at Rome: but it may be faid
of him, and of many fovereigns in a fimilar fituation, that
they adminifter the poifon, while they are devifing the
remedy; and bring a damp and a pally on the principles
of life, while they endeavour, by external applications to
the fkin, to reftore the bloom of a decayed and a fickly
body..

IT is indeed happy for mankind, that this important
object is not always dependent on the wifdom of fove-
reigns, or the policy of fingle men. A people intent
on freedom, find for themfelves a condition in which
they may follow the propenfities of nature with a more
fignal effect, than any which the councils of ftate could
devife. When fovereigns, or projectors, are the fuppo-
{ed mafters of this fubjeét, the beft they can do, is to
be cautious of hurting an intereft they cannot greatly
promote, and of making breaches they cannot repair.

« WneEN nations were divided into fmall territories,

“ and petty commonwealths, where each man had his
“ houfe and his field to himfelf, and each county had its
“ capital free and independent’; what a happy fituation
“ for mankind,” fays Mr Hume, * how favourable to.
“ induftry and agriculture, to marriage and to popula-
“ tion!” Yet here were probably no fchemes of the
ftatefman for rewarding the married, or for punifhing
the fingle; for inviting foreigners to fettle, or for prohi-
biting
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biting the departure of natives. Every citizen finding
a pofleffion fecure, and a provifion for his heirs, was not
difcouraged by the gloomy fearsof oppreflion or want:
and where every other function of nature was free, that
which furnifhed the nurfery could not be reftrained. Na-
ture has required the powerful to be juft ; but {he has not
otherwife intruited the prefervation of her works to their
vifionary plans. What fewel can the {tatefman add to the
fires of youth! Let him only not fmother it, and the ef-
fect is fecure. Where we opprefs or degrade mankind
with one hand, it is vain, like Oétavius, to hold out in
the other, the baits of marriage, or the whip to barren-
nefs. It is vamn to invite new inhabitants from abroad,
while thofe we already poflefs are made to hold their te-
nure with uncertainty ; and to tremble, not only under
the profpect of a numerous family, but even under that
of a precarious and doubtful fubfiftence for themfelves.
The arbitrary fovereign, whe has made this the condi-
tion of his fubjects, owes the remains of his people to the
powerful inftincts of nature, not to any device of his
OWNL.

MEN will croud where the fituation is tempting, and,
in a few generations, will people every country to
the meafure of its means of fubfiftence. They will even
increafe under circumftances that portend a decay. The
frequent wars of the Romans, and of many a thriving
community ; even the peftilence, and the market for
{laves, find their fupply, 1f, without deftroying the fource,
the drain become regular; and if an iflue is made for

the
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the offspring, without unfettling the families from which
they arife. 'Where a happier provifion is made for man-
kind, the ftatefiman, who by premiums to marriage, by
allurements to foreigners, or by confining the natives at
home, apprehends, that he has made the numbers of his
people to grow, is often like the fly in the fable, who
admired its fuccefs, in turning the wheel, and in moving
the carriage: he has only accompanied what was already
in motion; he has dafhed with his oar, to haften the ca-
tara¢t; and waved with his fan, to give fpeed to the
winds.

ProjECTs of mighty fettlement, and of fudden popula-
tion, however fuccefsful in the end, are always expenfive
to mankind. Above a hundred thoufand peafants, we
are told, were yearly driven, like {o many cattle, to Pe-
terfburgh, in the firft attempts to replenifh that fettle-
ment, and yearly perifhed for want of fubfiftence *, The
Indian only attempts to fettlein the neighbourhood of the
plantain -, and while his family increafes, he adds a
tree to the walk,

Ir the plantain, the cocoa, or the palm, were fuffi-
cient to maintain an inhabitant, the race of men in the
warmer climates might become as numerous as the trees
of the foreft. But in many parts of the carth, from the
nature of the climate, and the foil, the fpontaneous pro-

% Stra hlenberg,
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Of Population and Wealth. PartIII.

duce being next to nothing ; the means of fubfiftence are
the fruits only of labour and fkill. If a people, while they
retain their frugality, increafe their induftry, and improve
their arts, their numbers muft grow in proportion. Hence
it is, that the cultivated fields of Europe are more peopled
than the wilds of America, or the plains of Tartary.

BuT even the increafe of mankind which attends the
accumulation of wealth, has its limits. The neceflary of
life is a vague and a relative term: it is one thing in the
opinion of the favage; another in that of the polifhed
citizen : it has a reference to the fancy, and to the ha-
bits of living. While arts improve, and riches increafe;
while the poffeffions of individuals, or their profpects of
gain, come up to their opinion of what is required to fettle
a family, they enter on its cares with alacrity. But when
the pofleffion, however redundant, falls {hort of the ftan-
dard, and a fortune fuppofed fufficient for marriage is
attained with difficulty, population is checked, or begins
to decline. The citizen, in his own apprehenfion, re-
wurns to the fate of the favage; his children, he thinks,
muft perifh for want ; and he quits a fcene overflowing
with plenty, becaufe he has not the fortune which his fup-
pofed rank, or his wifhes, require. No ultimate remedy
is applicd to this evil, by merely accumulating wealth ;
for rare and coffly materials, whatever thefe are,
continue to be fought; and if filks and pearl are made
common, men will begin to covet fome new decora-
tions, which the wealthy alone can procure. If they
are indulged in their humour, their demands are re-
peated :
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peated : For it is the continual increafe of riches, not
any meafure attained, that keeps the craving imagination
at eafe.

MEN are tempted to labour, and to pradife lucrative
arts, by morives of intereft. Secure to the workman the
fruit of his labour, give him the profpe@s of inde-
pendence or freedom the public has found a faithful
minifter in the acquifition of wealth, and a faithful
fteward in hoarding what he has gained. The ftatefinan
in this, as in the cafe of population itfelf, can do little
more than avoid doing mifchief. It is well, if, in the
beginnings of commerce, he knows how to reprefs the
frauds to which it is fubje®. Commerce, if continued,
1s the branch in which men committed to the effe@s of
their own experience, are leaft apt to g0 wrong.

THE trader, in rude ages, is thort-fighted, fraudulent,
and mercenary ; but in the progrefs and advanced ftate
of his art, his views are enlarged, his maxims are efta-
blifhed : he becomes punétual, liberal, faithful, and en-
terprifing; and in the period of general corruption, he
alone has every virtue, except the force to defend his ac-
quifitions. He needs no aid from the flate, but its pro-
teCtion; and is often in himfelf its moft intelligent and
refpeGtable member. FEven in China, we are informed,
where pilfering, fraud, and corruption, are the reigning
practice with all the other orders of men, the great mer-
chant is ready to give, and to procure confidence: while

his countrymen a@ on the plans and under the refiric-

Eea2 tions
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tions of a police adjufted to knaves, he aéts on the rea-
fons of trade, and the maxims of mankind.

[r population be connected with national wealth, li-
berty and perfonal fecurity is the great foundation of
both: and if this foundation be laid in the ftate, nature
has fecured the increafe and the induftry of its members;
the one by defires the moft ardent in the human frame;
the other by a confideration the moft uniform and con-
{tant of any that poflefles the mind. The great object
of policy, therefore, with refpeét to both, is, to fe-
cure to the family its means of fubfiftence and fettle-
ment; to protect the induftrious in the purfuit of his
occupation ; to reconcile the reftrictions of police, and the
{ocial affe@ions of mankind, with their feparate and in-
terefted purfuits.

In matters of particular profeflion, induftry, and
trade, the experienced practitioner is the mafter, and e-
very general reafoner i1s a novice. The object in com-
merce is to make the individual rich ; the more he gains
for himfelf, the more he augments the wealth of his coun-
try. If a protetion be required, it muft be granted ; if
crimes and frauds be committed, they muft be reprefled ;
and government can pretend to no more. When the
refined politician would lend an adive hand, he only
multiplies interruptions and grounds of complaint; when
the merchant forgets his own intereflt to lay plans for
his country, the period of vifion and chimera is near,
and the folid bafis of commerce withdrawn, He might

be
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be told, perhaps, that while he purfues his advantage,
and gives no caufe of complaint, the intereft of com-
merce is {afe,

THE general police of France, proceeding on a fuppo-
fition that the exportation of corn muft drain the coun-
try where it has grown, had, dll of late, laid that
branch of commerce under a fevere prohibition. The
Englifh landholder and the farmer had credit enough to
obtain a premium for exportation, to favour the fale of
their commodity ; and the event has fhewn, that private
intereft is a better patron of commerce and plenty, than
the refinements of ftate. One nation lays the refined plan
of a fettlement on the continent of North America, and
trufts little to the condu@ of traders and fhore-fighted
men ; another leaves men to find their own pofition in a
ftate of freedom, and to think forthemfelves. The a@ive
induftry and the limited views of the one, made a thri-

ving fettlement ; the great projeds of the other were fill
in idea.

But I willingly quit a fubje in which I am not
much converfant, and {till lefs engaged by the views
with which I write. Speculations on commerce and
wealth have been delivered by the ableft writers, who
have left nothing fo important to be offered on the
fubjet, as the general caution, not to confider thefe ar-
ticles as making the fum of national felicity, or the prin-
cipal obje of any ftate.
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Ox~E nation, in fearch of gold and of precious metals,
negle@ the domeftic fources of wealth, and become de-
pendent on their neighbours for the neceflaries of life:
another fo intent on improving their internal refources,
and on increafing their commerce, that they become de-
pendent on foreigners for the defence of what they ac-
quire. It is even painful in converfauon to find the in-
terefls of trade give the tone to our reafonings, and
to find a fubjec perpetually offered as the great bufinefs
of national councils, to which any interpofition of go-
vernment is feldom, with propriety, applied, or never
beyond the protection it affords.

WE complain of a want of public {pirit ; but what-
ever may be the effect of this error in practice, in {pecu-
lation it is none of our faults: we reafon perpetually for
the public; but the want of national views were fre-
quently better than the pofleflion of thofe we exprefs:
we would have nations, like a company of merchants,
think of nothing but the increafe of their ftock; af-
femble to deliberate on profit and lofs; and, like them
too, intruft their proteftion to a force which they do not
poflefs in themfelves.

BEcAUsE men, like other animals, are maintained in
multitudes, where the neceflaries of life are amafled, and
the ftore of wealth is enlarged, we drop our regards for
the happinefs, the moral and political character of a peo-
ple; and anxious for the herd we would propagate, carry
our views no farther than the ftall and the pafture. We

forget
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forget that the few have often made a prey of the many ;
that to the poor there is nothing fo enticing as the cof-
fers of the rich ; and that when the price of freedom
comes to be paid, the heavy fword of the victor may
fall into the oppofite {fcale.

WHATEVER be the actual conduét of nations in this
matter, it is certain, that many of our arguments would
hurry us, for the fake of wealth and of population, into a
fcene where mankind being expofed to corruption, are un-
able to defend their pofleflions ; and where they are, in
the end, fubje& to oppreflion and ruin. We cut off the
roots, while we would extend the branches, and thicken
the foliage.

I'T is poflibly from an opinion that the virtues of men
are fecure, that fome who turn their attention to public
affairs, think of nothing but the numbers and wealth of
a people: it is from a dread of corruption, that others
think of nothing but how to preferve the national vir-
tues. Human fociety has great obligations to both.
They are oppoled to one another only by miflake; and
even when united, have not ftrength {fuflicient to combat
the wretched party, that refers every objed to perfonal
intereft, and that cares not for the fafety or increafe of
any ftock but its own,

o EGT.
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o H R R i V.

Of National Defence and Congueft.

T is impoflible to afcertain how much of the policy

of any ftate has a reference to war, or to national
fafety. * Our legiflator,” {fays the Cretan in Plato,
“ thought that nations were by nature in a ftate of hofti-
“ lity : he took his meafures accordingly; and obfer-
“ ving that all the pofleflions of the vanquifhed pertain
“ to the victor, he held it ridiculous to propofe any be-
“ nefit to his country, before he had provided that it
““ {hould not be conquered.”

CrRETE, which is fuppofed to have been a model of
military policy, is commonly confidered as the original
from which the celebrated laws of Lycurgus were co-
pied. Mankind, it {feems, in every inftance, muft have
fome palpable object to diredt their proceedings, and
muft have a view to fome point of external utility, even
in the choice of their virtues. The difcipline of Sparta
was military ; and a {enfe of its ufe in the field, more
than the force of unwritten and traditionary laws, or the
fuppofed engagement of the public faith obtained by
the lawgiver, may have induced this people to perfevere
in the obfervance of many rules, which to other na-

tions
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tions do not appear neceflary, except in the prefence of
an enemy.

Every inflitution of this fingular people gave a leflon
of obedience, of fortitude, and of zeal for the public: but
it is remarkable that they chofe to obtain, by their vir-
tues alone, what other nations are fain to buy with their
treafure; and it is well known, that, in the courfe of their
hiftory, they came to regard their difcipline merely on
account of its moral effe@s. They had experienced the
happinefs of a mind courageous, difinterefted, and de-
voted to its beft affeCtions; and they ftudied to preferve
this charadter in themfelves, by refigning the interefts of
ambition, and the hopes of military glory, even by facri-
ficing the numbers of their people.

IT was the fate of Spartans who efcaped from the
field, not of thofe who perithed with Cleombrotus at
Leudtra, that filled the cottages of Lacedemon with mourn-
ing and ferious reflection *: it was the fear of having
their citizens corrupted abroad, by intercourfe with
fervile and mercenary men, that made them quit the fta-
tion of leaders in the Perfian war, and leave Athens, du-
ring fifty years, to purfue, unrivalled, that career of
ambition and profit, by which the made fuch acquiflitions
of power and of wealth ¥,

# Xcnophon,

t Thucydides, book 1.
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W have had occafion to obferve, that in every rude
ftate, the great bufinefs is war; and that in barbarous
times, mankind, being generally divided into {mall par-
ties, are engaged in almoft perpetual hoftilities. This
circumftance gives the military leader a continued afcend-
ant in his country, and inclines every people, during
warlike ages, to monarchical government.

Tue condu@ of an army can leaft of all fubjects be
divided: and we may be juftly furprifed to find, that the
Romans, after many ages of military experience, and
after having recently felt the arms of Hannibal, in many
encounters, aflociated two leaders at the head of the fame
army, and left them to adjuft their pretenfions, by ta-
king the command, each a day in his turn. The {ame
people, however, on other occafions, thought it expedient
to fufpend the exercife of every {fubordinate magiftracy,
and in the time of great alarms, to intruit all the authori-
ty of the flate in the hands of one perfon.

RepusLics have generally found it neceflary, in the
condué of war, to place great confidence in the executive
branch of their government. When a conful at Rome
had proclaimed his levies, and adminiftered the military
oath, he became from that moment mafter of the public
treafury, and of the lives of thofe who were under his
command *. The axe and the rods were no longer a
mere badge of magiftracy, or an empty pageant, in the

Polybius,

hands
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hands of the li¢tor: they were, at the command of the
father, ftained with the blood of his own children ; and
fell, without appeal, on the mutinous and the difobe-
dient of every condition.

In every free {tate, there is a perpetual neceflity to dif~
tinguifh the maxims of martial law from thofe of the ci-
vil; and he who has not learned to give an implicit obe-
dience, where the ftate has given him a military leader,
and to refign his perfonal freedom in the field, from the
{fame magnanimity with which he maintains it in the po-
litical deliberations of his country, has yet to learn the
moft important leffon of civil fociety, and is only fit to
occupy a place in a rude, or in a corrupted ftate, where
the principles of mutiny and of fervility being joined, the
one or the other i1s frequently adopted in the wrong
place.

FroM a regard to what is neceffary in war, nations
inclined to popular or ariftocratical government, have
had recourfe to eftablithments that bordered on monar-
chy. Even where the higheft office of the ftate was in
common times adminiftered by a plurality of perfons, the
whole power and authority belonging to it was, on parti-
cular occafions, committed to one; and upon great a-
larms, when the political fabric was fhaken or endanger-
ed, a monarchical power has been applied, like a prop, to
fecure the ftate againft the rage of the tempeft. Thus
were the dictators occafionally named at Rome, and the

{tadtholders in the United Provinces ; and thus, in mix-
Ffa ed
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ed governments, the royal prerogative is occafionally en-
larged, by the temporary fufpenfion of laws *, and the
barriers of liberty appear to be removed, in order to veft
a dictatorial power in the hands of the king.

Hap mankind, therefore, no view but to warfare,
it is probable that they would continue to prefer mo-
narchical government to any other; or at leaft that eve-
ry nation, in order to procure fecret and united coun-
cils, would intruft the executive power with unlimited
authority. But, happily for civil fociety, men have ob-
jects of a different fort: and experience has taught, that
although the condué of armies requires an abfolute and
undivided command; yet a national force is beft formed,
where numbers of men are inured to equality; and where
the meaneft citizen may confider himfelf, upon occafion,
as deftined to command as well as to obey. It is here
that the dictator finds a fpirit and a force prepared to fe-
cond his councils ; itis here too that the dictator himfelf
15 formed, and that numbers of leaders are prefented to
the public choice; itis here that the profperity of a flate
is independent of {ingle men, and that a wifdom which
never dies, with a {yftem of military arrangements per-
manent and regular, can, even under the greateft mif-
fortunes, prolong the national ftruggle. With this ad-
vantage, the Romans, finding a number of diftinguifhed
leaders arife in {ucceflion, were at all times almoil e-
qually prepared to contend with their enemies of Afia

* In Britain, by the fufpenfion of the Habeas corpus,
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or Africa; while the fortune of thofe enemies, on the
contrary, depended on the cafual appearance of fingular
men, of a Mithridates, or of a Hannibal.

THeE foldier, we are told, has his point of honour,
and a fathion of thinking, which he wears with his
{word. This point of honour, in free and uncorrupted
ftates, is a zeal for the public; and war to them, is an
operation of paflions, not the mere purfuit of a calling.
Its good and its ill effe@s are felt in extremes: the friend
1s made to experience the warmeft proofs of attachment,
the enemy the fevereft effeéts of animofity. On this
{yftem the celebrated nations of antiquity made war un-
der their higheft attainments of civility, and under their
greateft degrees of refinement.

IN fmall and rude focieties, the individual finds him-
felf attacked in every national war; and none can pro-
pofe to devolve his defence on another, ¢ The King
“ of Spainisa great prince,” faid an American chief
to the governor of Jamaica, who was preparing a bo-
dy of troops to join in an enterprife againlt the Spa-
niards: “ do you propofe to make war upon fo great a
“ king with fo fmall a force } ” Being told that the for-
ces he faw were to be joined by troops from Europe, and
that the governor could then command no more: “ Who
* are thefe then,” faid the American, * who form this
croud of {peQators? are they not your people ! and
why do you not all go forth to fo greata war:"” Ie
was an{wered, That the {fpectators were merchants, and
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other inhabitants, who took no part in the fervice:
“ Would they be merchants fill,” continued this ftatel-
man, *if the King of Spain was to attack you here!
“ For my part, I do not think that merchants fhould be
“ permitted to live in any country : when I go to war, I
“ leave no body at home but the women.” It fhould
{eem that this fimple warrior confidered merchants as
a kind of neutral perfons, who took no part in the quar-
rels of their country; and that he did not know how
much war itfelf may be made a fubject of traffic; what
mighty armies may be put in motion from behind the
counter ; how often human blood is, withoutany national
animofity, bought and fold for bills of exchange; and
how often the prince, the nobles, and the ftatefmen, in
many a polifhed nation, might, in his account, be confi-
dered as merchants.

I~ the progrefs of arts and of policy, the members of
every ftate are divided into clafles; and in the com-
mencement of this diftribution, there is no diftinétion
more ferious than that of the warrior and the pacific in-
habitant ; no more is required to place men in the relation
of mafter and flave. Even when the rigours of an efta-
blithed flavery abate, as they have done in modern Eu-
rope, in confequence of a protection, and a property, al-
lowed to the mechanic and labourer, this diftin@ion
ferves ftill to feparate the noble from the bafe, and to
point out that clafs of men who are deftined to reign
and to domineer in their country,

It
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IT was certainly never forefeen by mankind, that in the
purfuit of refinement, they were to reverfe this order ;
or even that they were to place the government, and the
military force of nations, in different hands. But is it
equally unforfeen, that the former order may again take
place? and that the pacific citizen, however diftinguifh-
ed by privilege and rank, muft one day bow to the per-
fon with whom he has intrufted his fword. If fuch revo-
lutions fhould actually follow, will this new mafter re-
vive in his own order the {pirit of the noble and the free?
Will he renew the charaters of the warrior and the ftatef
man ! Will he reftore to his country the civil and milita-
ry virtues! I am afraid to reply. Montelquieu obferves,
that the government of Rome, even under the emperors,
became, in the hands of the troops, ele@ive and repu-
blican: but the Fabii or the Bruti were heard of no
more, after the pretorian bands became the republic.

WE have enumerated fome of the heads under which

a people, as they emerge from barbarity, may come to
be clafled. Such are, the nobility, the people, the ad-
herents of the prince ; and even the priefthood have not
been forgotten : when we arrive at times of refinement,
the army muft be joined to the lift. The departments of
civil government and of war being fevered, and the pre-
eminence being given to the ftatefman, the ambitious
will naturally devolve the military {ervice on thofe who
are contented with a fubordinate ftation. They who have
the greateft fhare in the divifion of fortune, and the
greateft. intereft in defending their country, having re-
bgned
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figned the fword, mufl pay for what they have ceafed to
perform; and armies, not only at a diftance from home,
but in the very bofom of their country, are fubfifted by
pay. A difcipline is invented to inure the foldier to per-
form, from habit, and from the fear of punifhment,
thofe hazardous duties, which the love of the public, or
a national {pirit, no longer infpire.

WHEN we confider the breach that fuch an eftablifh-
ment makes in the {yftem of national virtues, it is un-
pleafant to obferve, that moft nations who have run the
career of civil arts, have, in fome degree, adopted this
meafure. Not only ftates, which either have wars to
mainrain, or precarious pofleflions to defend at a diftance:
not only a prince jealous of his authority, or in hafte to
gain the advantage of difcipline, are difpofed to employ
foreign troops, or to keep ftanding armies ; but even re-
publics, with little of the former occafion, and none of
the motives which prevail in monarchy, have been found
to tread in the fame path,

1r military arrangements occupy fo confiderable a place
in the domeflic policy of nations, the adtual confequen-
ces of war are equally important in the hiftory of man-
kind. Glory and fpoil were the earlieft fubje&t of quar-
rels ; a conceflion of fuperiority, or a ranfom, were the
prices of peace. The love of fafety, and the defire of
dominion, equally lead mankind to wifh for acceflions of
ftrength. ‘Whether as victors or as vanquifhed, they tend
to a coalition ; and powerful nations confidering a pro-

vince,
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vince, or a fortrefs acquired on their frontier, as {fo much
gained, are perpetnally intent on extending their limits.

THE maxims of conqueft are not always to be diftin-
guifhed from thofe of felf-defence. If a neighbouring
ftate. be dangerous, if it be frequently troublefome,
it is a maxim founded in the confideration of {afety,
as well as of conqueft, That it ought to be weakened
or difarmed: If, being once reduced, it be difpofed to
renew the conteft, it muft from thenceforward be go-
verned in form. Rome never avowed any other maxims
of conqueft; and fhe every where fent her infolent ar-
mies, under the {pecious pretence of procuring to herfelf
and herallies a lafting peace, which fhe alone would re-
ferve the power to difturb.

THE equality of thofe alliances which the Grecian
ftates formed againt each other, maintained, for a time,
their independence and feparation; and that time was
the fhining and the happy period of their ftory. It was
prolonged more by the vigilance and condu@ which they
feverally applied, than by the moderation of their coun-
cils, or by any peculiarities of domeftic policy which ar-
refted their progrefs. The viGtors were fometimes con-
tented, with merely changing to a refemblance of their
own forms the government of the flates they fubdued.
What the next {tep might have been in the progrefs of im-
pofitions, is hard to determine.  But when we confider,
that one party fought for the impofition of tributes, an-
other for the afcendant in war, it cannot be doubted,
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that the Athenians, from a national ambition, and from
the defire of wealth, and the Spartans, though they ori-
ginally only meant to defend themfelves, and their allies,
were both, at laft, equally willing to become the mafters
of Greece; and were preparing for each other at home,
that yoke, which both, together with their confederates,
were obliged to receive from abroad.

Ix the conquefls of Philip, the defire of {elf-preferva-
tion and fecurity feemed to be blended with the ambition
natural to princes. He turned his arms fucceflively to
the quarters on which he found himfelf hurt, from which
he had been alarmed or provoked: and when he had
fubdued the Greeks, he propofed to lead them againft
their ancient enemy of Perfia. - In this he laid the plan
which was carried into execution by his fon.

TuE Romans, become the mafters of Italy, and the
conquerorsof Carthage, had been alarmed on the fide of
Macedon, and were led to crofs a new {ca in fearch of ‘a
new field, on which to excrcife their military force. In
profecution of their wars, from the earliell to the lateft
date of their hiftory, without intending the very con-
quefls they made, perhaps without forefecing what ad-
vantage they were to reap from the fubjection of diftant
provinces, or in what manner they were to govern their
new acquifitions, they flill proceeded to feize what came
fucceflively within their reach ; and, ftimulated by a po-
licy which engaged them in perpetual wars, which led
to perpetual victory and acceflions of* territory, they ex-

tended
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tended the frontier of a ftate, which, but a few centuries
before, had been confined within the fkirts of a village,
to the Euphrates, the Danube, the Wefer, the Forth, and
the Ocean.

IT is vain to affirm, that the genius of any nation is
adverfe to conqueft. Its real interefts indeed moft com-
monly are fo ; but every ftate which is prepared to de-
fend itfelf, and to obtain viftories, is likewife in hazard
of being tempted to conquer.

In Europe, where mercenary and difciplined armies are
every where formed, and ready to traverfe the earth,
where, like a flood pent up by {lender banks, they are
only reftrained by political forms, or a temporary balance
of power; if the fluices fhould break, what inunda-
tions may we not expect to behold ! Effeminate kingdoms
and empires are fpread from the fea of Corea to the At-
lantic ocean. Every ftate, by the defeat of its troops,
may be turned into a province; every army oppofed in
the field to-day may be hired to-morrow; and every

viftory gained, may give the acceflion of a new mi-
litary force to the victor.

THE Romans, with inferior arts of communication
both by fea and land, maintained their dominion in a
confiderable part of Europe, Afia, and Africa, over fierce
and intraé¢table nations: What may not the fleets and
armies of Europe, with the accefs they have by com-
merce to every part of the world, and the facility of
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their conveyance, effed, if that ruinous maxim fhould
prevail, That the grandeur of a nation is to be eftimated
from the extent of its territory; or, Thatthe intereft of
any particular people confifts in reducing their neighbours
to fervitude!?

S E i VI.

Of Civil Liberty.

F war, either for depredation or defence, were the

principal object of nations, every tribe would, from
its earlieft flate, aim at the condition of a Tartar horde;
and in all its fuccefles would haften to the grandeur of a
Tartar empire. The military leader would fuperfede the
civil magiftrate ; and preparations to fly with all their
poffeflions, or to purfue with all their forces, would, in
every fociety, make the fum of their public arrangements.

Hez who firft on the banks of the Wolga, or the Jenif
ca, had taught the Scythian to mount the horfe, to move
his cottage on wheels, to harafs his enemy alike by his
attacks and his flights, to handle at full {fpeed the lance
and the bow, and when beat from the field, to leave his
arrows in the wind to meet his purfuer; he who had

taught his countrymen to ufe the fame animal for every
purpofe of the dairy, the fhambles, and the field ; would
be efteemed the founder of his nation; or, like Ceres and

Bacchus
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Bacchus among the Greeks, would be invelted with the
honours of a god, as the reward of his ufeful inventions.
Amidft fuch inftitutions, the names and atchieve-
ments of Herculesand Jafon might have been tranfmitted
to pofterity ; but thofe of Lycurgus or Solon, the heroes
of political fociety, could have gained no reputation, ei-
ther fabulous or real, in the records of fame.

Of Givil Liberty. 237

EveEry tribe of warlike barbarians may entertain a-
mong themfelves the ftrongeft fentiments of affe@tion and
honour, while they carry to the reft of mankind the
afpect of banditti and robbers *. They may be indiffer-
ent to intereft, and fuperior to danger; but our fenfe
of humanity, our regard to the rights of nations, our
admiration of civil wifdom and juftice, even our effemi-
nacy itfelf, make us turn away with contempt, or with
horror, from a fcene which exhibits {o few of our good
qualities, and which ferve fo much to repreach our
weaknefs.

ITis in conduéting the affairs of civil fociety, that
mankind find the exercife of their beft talents, as well a3
theobject of their beft affections. It is in being grafted on
the advantages of civil fociety, that the art of war is
brought to perfedtion; that the refources of armies, and
the complicated {prings to be touched in their con-
du@, are beft underftood. The moft celebrated warriors
were alfo citizens: Oppofed to a Roman, or a Greek, the

# D*Arvieux's Hilt, of the Arabs.

chieftain



238 Of Civil Liberty. ParclIl.

chieftain of Thrace, of Germany, or Gaul, was a novice.
The native of Pellalearned the principles of his art from

Epaminondas and Pelopidas.

¢ nations, ‘as hath been obferved in the preceding {es-
tion, muft adjuft their policy on the profpect’ of war
from abroad, ' they are equally bound to provide for the
attainment of peace at home. But there is no peace in the
abfence of juftice. It may {ubfift with divifions, difputes,
and contrary opinions ;; but not with the commiffion of
wrongs. The injurious, and the injured, are, as implied
in the very meaning of the terms, in a ftate of hoftility.

WHERE men enjoy peace, they owe it either to their
mutual regards and affections, or to the reftraints of law.
Thofe are the happieft ftates which procure peace to their
members by the firft of thele methods : But it is {uffi-
ciently uncommon/to procure it even by the fecond. | The
firft would with-hold the occafions of war and of com-

petition : The {econd adjufts the pretenfions of men by

{tipulations and treaties, Sparta taught her citizens not
to regard intereft : Other free nations fecure the intereft
of their members, and confider this as a principal part
of their rights.

Law is the treaty to which members of the fame com-
munity have agreed, and under which the magiftrate and
the fubje continue to enjoy their rights, and to main-
tain the peace of fociety. The defire of lucre is the great
motive to injuries : law therefore hasa principal reference
to property. It would afcertain the different methods

by
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by which property may be acquired, - as by prefeription,
conveyance, and fucceflion; and it makes the necellary
provifions for rendering the pofleflion of property fecure.

BEsIDE avarice, there are other motives from which
men are unjuft ; fuch are pride, malice, envy, and re-
venge. The law would eradicate the principles them-
{elves, or at leaft prevent their effects.

From whatever motive wrongs are committed, there
are different particulars in which the injured may fuffer.
He may fufler in his goods, in his perfon, orin the free-
dom of his condu@. Nature has made him malfter of e-
very aQtion which is not injurious to others. The laws of
his particular fociety intitle him perhaps to a determinate
{tation, and beftow on him a certain fhare in the govern-
ment of his country. An injury, therefore, which in
this refpeé puts him under any unjuft reftraint, may be
called an infringement of his political rights.

WHuERE the citizen is fuppofed to have rights of pro-
perty and of ftation, and is prote€ed in the exercife of
them, he is faid to be free; and the very reftraints by
which he is hindered from the commiflion of crimes, are
a part of his liberty. No:perfon is free, where any per-
fon is fuffered to do wrong with impunity. Even the de-
{potic prince on his throne, is not an exception to this ge-
neral rule. He himfelf is a flave, the moment he pretends
that force fhounld decide any conteft. = The difregard he

throws on the rights of his people recoils on himfelf; and
in
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in the general uncertainty of all conditions, there is no
tenure more precarious than his own.

Frox the different particulars to which men refer, in
{peaking of liberty, whether to the fafety of the perfon
and the goods, the dignity of rank, or the participation of
political importance, as well as from the different me-
thods by which their rights are {fecured, they are led to
differ in the interpretation of the term; and every peo-
ple is apt to imagine, that its fignification is to be found
only among themfelves.

SomEe having thought, that the unequal diftribution
of wealth is unjuft, required a new divifion of property,
as the foundation of freedom. This fcheme is fuited to
democratical government; and in fuch only it has been
admitted with any degree of effect.

NEw fettlements, like that of the people of Ifrael, and
fingular eftablifhments, like thofe of Sparta and Crete,
have furnifhed examples of its a&ual execution; but in
moft other ftates, even the democratical fpirit could at-
tain no more than to prolong the ftruggle for Agrarian
laws; to procure, on occafion, the expunging of debts ;
and to keep the people in mind, under all the diftin@ions
of fortune, that they flill had a claim to equality.

THE citizen at Rome, at Athens, and in many repu-
blics, contended for himfelf, and his order. The A gra-
rian law was moved and debated for ages: it ferved to

awaken
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awaken the mind; it nourifhed the fpirit of equality,
and furnithed a field on which to exert its force; but

was never eftablithed with any of its other and mare
formal effecls,

Many of the eftablifhments which ferve to defend the
weak from oppreflion, contribute, by fecuring the poflef-
fion of property, to favour its unequal divifion, and to
increafe the afcendant of thofe from whom the abufes of
power may be feared. Thofe abufes were felt very early
both at Athens and Rome *,

IT has been propofed to prevent the exceflive accu-
mulation of wealth in particu]

ar hands, by limiting the
increafe of private fortunes

» by prohibiting entails, and
by with-holding the right of primogeniture in the fuc-
ceflion of heirs. It has been propofed to prevent the ruin
of moderate eftates, and to refirain the ufe, and confe-
quently the defire, of great ones, by fumptuary laws.
Thefe different methods are more or lefs confiftent with
the interefts of commerce, and may be adopted, in dif-
ferent degrees, by a people whofe national objeét is
wealth: and they have their degree of effed, by infpiring
moderation, or a fenfe of equality, and by ftifling the

paflions by which mankind are prompted to mutual
Wrongs.

* Plutarch in the life of Solon,——— Livy,
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[T appears to be, in a particular manner, the objec of
famptuary laws, and of the equal divifion of wealth, to
prevent the gratification of vanity, to check the oftenta-
tion of fuperior fortune, and, by this means, to weaken
the defire of riches, and to preferve in the breaft of the
citizen, that moderation and equity which ought to re-
gulate his conduct.

Tiis end is never perfedly attained in any flate
where the unequal divifion of property is admitted, and
where fortune is allowed to beftow diftinétion and rank.
It is indeed difficult, by any methods whatever, to {hut
up this fource of corruption. Of all the nations whofe
hiftory is known with certainty, the defign itfelf, and the
manner of executing it, appear to have been underftood
in Sparta alone.

THERE property was indeed acknowledged by law';
but in confequence of certain regulations and praéti-
ces, the moft effetual, it feems, that mankind have hi-
therto found out. The manners that prevail among fimple
nations before the eftablifhment of property, were in fome
meafure preferved * 5 the paflion for riches was, during
many ages, fupprefled ; and the citizen was made to con-
Gder himfelf as the property of his country, not as the
owner of a private eftate.

# See partz2. fedt. 2.
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IT was held ignominious either to buy or to fell the pa-
trimony of acitizen. Slaves were, in every family, intruft-
ed with the care of its effeCls, and freemen were ftrangers
to lucrative arts ; juftice was eftablithed on a contempt of
the ordinary allurement to crimes; and the prefervatives
of civil liberty applied by the ftate, were the difpofitions
that were made to prevail in the hearts of its members.

Tur individual was relieved from e rery folicitude that
could arife on the head of his fortune ; he was educated,
and he was employed for life in the fervice of the public;
he was fed at a place of common refort, to which he
could carry no diftinction but that of his talents and his
virtues; his children were the wards and the pupils of
the ftate; he himfelf was taught to be a parent, and a
director to the youth of his country, not the anzious fa-
ther of a {eparate family.

THis people, we are told, beftowed fome care in
adorning their perfons, and were known from afar by the
red or the purple they wore; but could not make their
equipage, their buildings, or their furniture, a fubje@
of fancy, or of what we call taffe. The carpenter and -the
houfe-builder were reftricted to the ufe of the axe and the
faw: their workmanfhip muft have been fimple, and
probably, in refpect to its form, continued for ages the
fame. The ingenuity of the artift was employed in
cultivating his own nature, not in adorning the habita-
tions of his fellow-citizens.
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Onx this plan, they had fenators, magiftrates, leaders of
armies, and minifters of {tate; but no men of fortune.
Like the heroes of Homer, they diftributed honours by
the meafure of the cup and the platter. A citizen, who,
in his political capacity, was the arbiter of Greece,
thought himfelf honoured by receiving a double portion
of plain entertainment at {upper. Hewas active, pene-
trating, brave, difinterefted, and generous ; but his eflate,
his table, and his furniture, might, in our efteem, have
marred the luftre of all his virtues. Neighbouring na-
tions, however, applied for commanders to this nurfery of
ftatefimen and warriors, as we apply for the practitioners of
every art to the countries in which they excel; for cooks

to France, and for muficians to Italy.

ArTER all, we are, perhaps, not fufficiently inftructed
in the nature of the Spartan laws and inftitutions, to un-
derftand in what manner all the ends of this fingular flate
were obtained; but the admiration paid to its people,
and the conftant reference of contemporary hiftoriuns
to their avowed fuperiority, will not allow us to gue-
ftion the fafls. “ When I obferved,” fays Xenophon,
“ that this nation, though not the moft populous, was the
“ moft powerful flate.of Greece, I was feized with won-
dﬁr and with an earncft defire to know by what art
“ it attained its pre-eminence; but when I came to the

" knnw.-:(l;_::-: of its inftitutions, my wonder ceafed.
“ As one man excels another, and as he who is at pains
“ to cultivate his mind, muft furpafs the perfon who
“ negle@sit; fo the Spartans fhould excel every nation,

{1 N
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“ being the only ftate in which virtue is ftudied as the

Ll

* object of government.”

THE fubje@s of property, confidered with a view to
fubfiftence, or even to enjoyment, have little e T 2% in
corrupting mankind, or in awakening the {pirit of com-

petition and of je: aloufy; but confic 1 ’u{l with a view to
ch!’t:.n.u on and honour, where fortune conftitutes rank,
they excite the moft vehement patlions, and abforb all
the fentiments of the human foul: they reconcile avarice
and meannefs with ambition and vanity ; and lead men
through the pra@ice of fordid and mer cenary arts to the
polleflion of a Iuppuf&d elevation and dignity.

WHERE this fource of corruption, on the contra ATy, i3
effeCtually flopped, the citizen is d tutiful, and the ma-
giftrate upright; any form of government may be wifels

Tminiiterec

el

; places of truft are likely to be well fup-

plied ; and by whatever rule office and power are beflow-
ed, it is likely that all the capacity and force that {ub-
fifts in the flate will come to be employed in its {ervice:
for on this fuppofition, experience and abilities are the on-
ly guides and the only titles to public confidence; and if
citizens be ranged into feparate clafles, they become mutual
checks by the difference of their opinions, not by the
oppofition of their interefted defigns.

WE may eafily account for the cenfures beftowed op
the government of Sparta, by thofe who confidered 1t
merely on the fide of its forms. It wasnot calculated to

prevent
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prevent the pratice of crimes, by balancing againft each
other the felfith and partial difpofitions of men ; but to
in{pire the virtues of the foul, to procure innocence by the
abfence of criminal inclinations, and to derive its internal
peace from the indiflerence of its members to the ordina-
ry motives of ftrife and diforder. It were trifling to feek
for its analogy to any other conflitution of ftate, in which
its principal charadteriftic and diftinguithing feature is
not to be found. The collegiate {fovereignty, the fenate,
and the ephori, had their counterparts in other republics,
and a refemblance has been found in particular to the
government of Carthage *: but what affinity of con-
fequence can be found between a ftate whofe fole objeét
was virtue, and another whofe principal obje&t was
wealth ; between a people whofe aflociated kings, being
lodged in the fame cottage, had no fortune but their
daily food; and a commercial republic, in which a pro-
per eftate was required as a neceflary qualification for
the higher offices of ftate ?

OTHER petty commonwealths expelled kings, when
they became jealous of their defigns, or after having ex-
perienced their tyranny ; here the hereditary fucceffion of
kings was preferved: other ftates were afraid of the in-
trigues and cabals of their members in competition for
dignities ; here folicitation was required as the only
condition upon which a place in the fenate was obtained.
A fupreme inquifitorial power was, in the perfons of the

Ar ‘u}i‘,‘:‘. |¢
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ephori, fafely committed to a few men, who were drawn
by lot, and without diftinction, from every order of the
people: and if a contraft to this, as well as to many o-
ther articles of the Spartan policy, be required, it may be
found in the general hiftory of mankind.

BuTt Sparta, under every {fuppofed error of its form,
profpered for ages, by the integrity of its manners, and
by the character of its citizens. When that integrity was
broken, this people did not languifhin the weaknefs of
nations funk in effeminacy. They fell into the {tream by
which other ftates had been carried in the torrent of vio-
lent paflions, and in the outrage of barbarous times.
They ran the career of other nations, after that of ancient
Sparta was finifhed : They built walls, and began to im-
prove their pofleffions, after they ceafed to improve their
people; and on this new plan, in their ftruggle for politi-
cal life; they furvived the {yftem of {tates that perithed
ander the Macedonian dominion : They lived toact with
another which arofe in the Achzan league; and were the
laft community of Greece that became a village in the
empire of Rome.

Ir it fhould be thought we have dwelt too long on the
hiftory of this fingular people, it may be remembered, in
excufe, that they alone, in the language of Xenophon;,
made virtue an object of {tate.

We muft be contented to derive our freedom from a
different fource ; to expect juflice from the limits which
are
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are fet to the powers of the magiftrate, and to rely for
protection on the laws which are made to fecure the e-
ftate, and the perfon of the fubje&t. We live in focieties,
where men muft be rich, in order to be great; .where plea-
fure icfelf is often purfued from vanity ; where the defire of
a fuppofed happinefs ferves to inflame the worft of paf-
fions, and is itfelf the foundation of mifery; where pu-
blic juftice, like fetters applied to the body, may, with-
outinfpiring the fentiments of candour and equity, pre-
vent the a¢tual commiflion of crimes.

MaNKIND come under this defcription the moment
they are feized with their paflions for riches and power.
But their defeription in every inflance is mixed: in
the beft there is an alloy of evil; in the worft a mix-
ture of good. “Without any eflablithments to preferve
their manners, befides penal laws, and the reftraints of
police, they derive, from inftinclive teelings, a love of in-
tegrity and candour, and, from the very contagion
of {ociety itfelf, an efleem for what is honourable and
praife-worthy. They derive, from their union, and joint
oppofition to foreign enemies, a zeal for their OWn com-
munity, and courage to maintain its rights. If the fre-
quent neglect of virtue as a political obje, tend to dif
credit the underftandings of men, its luftre, and its fre-

quency, as a {pontancous offspring of the heart, will re-

C
.'\
1t

ore the honours of our nature.

IN every cafual and mixed ftate of the national man-
ners, the {fafety of every individual, and his political con-

fequence,
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fequence, depends much on himfelf, but more on the par-
ty to which heis joined. For this reafon, all who' feel
a common intereft, are apt to unite in parties ; and, as
far as that intereft requires, mutually fupport each other.

WHERE the citizens of any free community are of dif-
ferent orders, each order has a peculiar fet of claims and
pretenfions : relatively to the other members of the ftate, it
isa party ; relatively to the differences of intereft among its
own members, it may admit of numberlefs fubdivifions.
But in every ftate there are two interefts very readily ap-
prehended ; that of a prince and his adherents, that of a no-
bility, or of any temporary faction, oppofed to the peo ple.

WHERE the fovereign power is referved by the colle&ive
body,itappears unneceflary to think of additional eftablifh-
ments for {fecuring the rights of the citizen. But it is dif.
ficult, if not impoffible, for the colle@ive bedy to exer-
cife this power in a manner that fuperfedes the neceflity
of every other political caution.

Ir popular affemblies aflume every function of govern-
ment ; and if, in the fame tumultuons manner in which
they can, with great propriety, exprefs their feelings, the
fenfe of their rights, and their animofity to foreign or
domeftic enemies, they pretend to deliberate. on points
of national condu@, orto decide queftions of equity and
juftice ; the public is expofed to manifold inconvenien-
cles; and popular governments would, of all others, be
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the moft {ubje& to errors in adminiftration, and te
weaknefs in the execution of public meafures.

To avoid thefe difadvantages, the people are always
contented to delegate part of their powers. They eftabli{h
a fenate to debate, and to prepare, if not to determine,
queftions that are brought to the collective body for a final
refolution. They commit the execuiive power to fome
council of this fort, or to a magiftrate who prefides in their
meetings. Under the ufe of this neceflary and common
expedient, even while demoeratical ‘forms are moft care-
fully guarded, there is one party of the few, another of
the many. One attacks, the other defends; and they are
both ready to afflume in their turns. But though, in
reality, a great danger to liberty arifes on the part of the
people themfelves, who, in times of corruption, are ea-

fily made the inftruments of ufurpation and tyranny; yet,
in the ordinary afpe of government, the executive carries

an air of fuperiority, and the rights of the people feem
always expofed to incroachment.

TuovcH on the day that the Roman people aflembled
in their tribes, the fenators mixed with the croud, and
the conful was no more than the fervant of the multitude;
yet, when this awful meeting was diffolved, the fenators
met to prefcribe bufinefs for their {fovereign, and the con-
ful went armed with the axe and the rods, to teach every
Roman, in his feparate capacity, the fubmiflion which
he owed to the ftate.

THuUs,
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THus, even where the colle@ive body is fovereign,
they are aflembled only occafionally: and though on
fuch occafions they determine every queftion relative to
their rights and their interefts as a people, and can affert
their freedom with irrefiftible force ; yet they do not think
themfelves, nor are they in reality, fafe, without a more

conftant and more uniform power operating in their fa-
vour.

THE multitude is every where ftrong ; but requires,
for the fafety of its members, when feparate as well as
when aflembled, a head to dire@ and to employ its
ftrength.  For this purpofe, the ephori, we are told, were
eftablifhed at Sparta, the council of a hundred at Car-
thage, and the tribunes at Rome. So prepared, the po-
pular party has, in many inftances, been able to cope
with its adverfaries, and has even trampled on the
powers, whether ariftocratical or monarchical, with
which it would have been otherwife unequally matched.
The ftate, in fuch cafes, commonly fuffered by the de-
lays, interruptions, and confufions, which popular
leaders, from private envy, or a prevailing jealoufy of the
great, feldom failed to create in the proceedings of go-
vernment.

‘WHERE the people, as in fome larger communities,
have only afharein the legiflature, they cannot overwhelm
the collateral powers, who having likewife a {hare, are
in condition to defend themfelves : Where they ad only
by their reprefentatives, their force may be uniformly

1y % employed.
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employed. And they may make part in a conflitution of
government more lafting than any of thofe in which the
people poflefling or pretending to the entire legiflature,
are, when aflembled, the tyrants, and, when difperfed,
the flaves, of a diftempered ftate. In governments pro-
perly mixed, the popular intereft, finding a counterpoife
in that of the prince or of the nobles, a balance is ac-
tually eftablifhed between them, in which the public
freedom and the public order are made to confift.

From fome fuch cafual arrangement of different inter=
ells, all the varieties of mixed government proceed ; and on
the degree of confideration which every feparate intereft
can procure to itfelf, depends the equity of the laws they
enadl, and the neceflity they are able to impofe, of ad-
hering {triétly to the terms of law in its execution. States
are accordingly unequally qualified to conduét the bufi-
nefs of legiflation, and unequally fortunate in the com-
pletenefs, and regular obfervance, of their civil code.

122 democratical eftablifhments, citizens, feeling them-
{elves poflefled of the fovereignty, are not equally anxious
with the fubje@ of other governments, to have thm
rights explained, or fecured, by actual ftatute. They
trufl to perfonal vigour, to the fupport of party, and to
the fenfe of the public.

Ir the colle@ive body peiform the office of judge, as
well as'of legiflator, they feldom think of devifing rules for
theirowndire@ion, and are found ftall more feldom to fol-

low
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low any determinate rule, after it is made. They dif~
penfe, at one time, with what they enadled at another;
and in their judicative, perhaps even more than in their
legiflative, capacity, are guided by paflions and partia-
lities that anfe from circumitances of the cafe before
them.

BuT under the fimpleft governments of a different fort,
whether ariftocracy or monarchy, there is a neceflity for
law, and there are a varicty of interefls to be adjufted in
framing every ftatute. The fovereign wifhes to give ftabi-
lity and order to adminiflration, by exprefs and promulga-
ted rules. The fubje& wifhes to know the conditions and
limits of his duty. He acquiefces, or he revolts, accor-
dingas the terms on which he is made to live with the fo-
vereign, or with his fellow-fubjeéls, are, or are not, con-
fiftent with the fenfe of his rights.

Ne1THER the monarch, nor the council of nobles,
where either 1s poflefled of the {overeignty, can pretend to
govern, or to judge at difcretion. No magifirate, whe-
ther temporary or hereditary, can with fafety negle@
that reputation for juftice and cguity, from which his
authority, and the refpe& that is paid to his perfon, are
in a great meafure derived. Nations, however, have
been fortunate in the tenor, and in the execution of their
laws, in proportion as they have admitted every order of
the people; by reprefentation or otherwife, to an a@ual

fhare of the legiflature. Under eftablifhments of this

fort, law is literally a treaty, to which the parties concern-
ed
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ed have agreed, and have given their opinion in fettling
its terms. The interefts to be affeced by a law, are like-
wife confulted in making it. Every clafs propounds an
objection, fuggefts an addition or an amendment of its
own. They proceed to adjuft, by ftatute, every fubject
of controverfy : and while they continue to enjoy their
freedom, they continue to multiply laws, and to accumu-
late volumes, as if they could remove every poffible
ground of difpute, and were fecure of their rights, mere-
ly by having put them in writing.

RoumE and England, under their mixed governments,
the one inclining to democracy, the other to monarchy,
have proved the great legiflators among nations. The
firlt has left the foundation, and great part of the fuper-
{tructure of its civil code, to the continent of Europe: the
other, in its ifland, has carried the authority and govern-
ment of law to a point of perfe@tion, which they never

before attained in the hiftory of mankind.

UxpER fuch favourable eftablifhments, known cuftoms,
the practice and decifions of courts, as well as pofitive
ftatutes, acquire the authority of laws; and every pro-
ceeding is conduéted by fome fixed and determinate rule.
The beft and moft effetual precautions are taken for the
impartial application of rules to particular cafes; and
it 1s remarkable, that, 1n the two examples we have men-
tioned, a furprifing coincidence is found in the fingular
methods of their jurifdiction. The people in both refer-
ved in a manner the office of judgement to themfelves,
and brought the decifion of civil rights, or of criminal

queftions,
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queltions, to the tribunal of peers, who, in judging of
their fellow-citizens, prefcribed a condition of life for
them{elves.

IT is not in mere laws, after all, that we are to look
for the fecurities to juftice, but in the powers by which
thofe laws have been obtained, and without whofe con-
ftant fupport they muft fall to difufe. Statutes ferve to
record the rights of a people, and fpeak the intention of
parties to defend what the letter of the law has exprefled :-
but without the vigour to maintain what is acknow-
ledged as a right, the mere record, or the feeble intention,
15 of little avail.

A populace roufed by oppreflion, or an order of men
poflefled of a temporary advantage, have obtained many
charters, conceflions, and ftipulations, in favour of their-
claims ; but where no adequate preparation was made to
preferve them, the written articles were often forgotten,
together with the occafion on which they were fra-
med.

THE hiltory of England, and of every free country,.
abcunds with the example of ftatutes enacted when the

people or their reprefentatives aflembled, but never ex-

ecuted when the crown or the executive was left to itfelf..
The moft equitable laws on paper are confiftent with the
utmoft defpotifm' in adminiftration. Even the form of’
trial DBy juries in England had its authority in law,.

while
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whilz the proceedings of courts were arbitrary and op-
preflive.

WEe muft admire, as the key-{tone of civil liberty, the
{tatute which forces the fecrets of every prifon to be re-
vealed, the caufe of every commitment to be declared,
and the perfon of the accufed to be produced, that he
may claim his enlargement, or his trial, within a limited
time. No wifer form was ever oppofed to the abufes of
power. But it requires a fabric no lefs than the whole
political confticution of Great Britain, a {pirit no lefs than
the refra tory and turbulent zeal of this fortunate peo-
ple, to fecure its effe@s.

IF even the fafety of the perfon, and the tenure of pro-
perty, which may be fo well defined in the words of a
ftatute, depend, for their prefervation, on the vigour and
jealoufy of a free people, and on the degree of confidera-
tion which every order of the ftate maintains for itfelf;
it is ftill more evident, that what we have called the po-
litical freedom, or the right of the individual to aé in
his ftation for himfelf and the public, cannotbe made
to reft on any other foundation. The eftate may
be faved, and the perfon releafed, by the forms of a
civil procedure ; but the rights. of the mind cannot be
{sftained by any other force but its own.

5 ECT,




Of the Hiftory of Aris.

o CH G0 (T VIL.
Of the Hiffory of Arts.

W E have already obferved, that art is natural to

man ; and that the {kill he acquires after many
ages of pradtice, is only the improvement of a talent he
poflefled at the firt. Vitruvius finds the rudiments of
architeCture in the form of a Scythian cottage. The
armourer may find the firft produ&ions of his calling in
the fling and the bow; and the fhip-wright of his in the
canoc of the favage. Even the hiftorian and the poet
may find the original eflays of their arts in the tale, and
the fong, which celebrate the wars, the loves, and the ad-
ventures of men in their rudeft condition.

DEsTINED tocultivate his own nature, or to mend his
fitnation, man finds a continual fubjec of attention, in-
genuity, and labour. Even where he does not propofe
any perfonal improvement, his faculties are ftrength-
ened by thofe very exercifes in which he feems to forget
himfelf : his reafon and his affetions are thus profitably
engaged in the affairs of fociety; his invention and his
ikill are exercifed in procuring his accommodations and
his food; his particular purfuits are preferibed to him
by circumftances of the age and of the country in which
he lives: in one fituation he is occupied with wars and
political deliberations; in another, with the care of his
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intereft, of his perfonal eafe, or conveniency. He fuits
his means to the ends he has in view ; and, by multiply-
ing contrivances, proceeds, by degrees, to the perfection
of his arts. In every ftep of his progrefs, if his fkill
be increafed, his defire muft likewife have time to extend :
and it would be as vain to fuggefta contrivance of
which he flighted the ufe, as it would be to tell him of
bleflings which he could not command.

AcEs are generally fuppofed to have borrowed from
thofe who went before them, and nations to have deri-
ved their portion of learning or of art from abroad. The
Romans are thought to have learned from the Greceks,
and the moderns of FEurope from both. In this ima-
gination we frequently proceed fo far asto admit of
nothing original in the practice or manners of any peo-
ple. The Greek was a copy of the Egyptian, and even
the Egyptian was an imitator, though we have loft
fight of the model on which he was formed.

IT is known, that men improve by example and in-
tercourfe ; but in the cafe of nations, whofe members ex-
cite and dire& each other, why feek from abroad the
origin of arts, of which every fociety, having the prin-
ciples in itfelf, only requires a favourable occafion to
bring them to light? When fuch occafion prefents itfelf
to any people, they generally feize it; and while it con-
tinues, they improve the inventions to which it gave
ife among themfelves, or they willingly copy from o-
thers : but they never employ their own invention, nor

look
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look abroad, for inftruc¢tion on fubjets that do not lie
in the way of their common purfuits; they never adopt
a refinement of which they have not difcovered the
ufe.

INvENTIONS, we frequently obferve, are accidental ;
but it is probable, that an accident which efcapes the
artift in one age, may be feized by one who fucceeds him,
and who 1s better apprifed of its ufe. Where circum-
ftances are favourable, and where a people is intent on
the objects of any art, every invention is preferved, by
being brought into general practice; every model is ftu-
died, and every accident is turned to account. If na-
tions actually borrow from their neighbours, they pro-
bably borrow only what they are nearly in a condition
to have invented themfelves.

Axy fingular practice of one country, therefore, is fel-
dom transferred to another, till the way be prepared by
the introdu@ion of fimilar circumftances. Hence our
frequent complaints of the dullnefs or obftinacy of man-
kind, and of the dilatory communication of arts, from
one place to another. While the Romans adopted the
arts of Greece, the Thracians and Illyrians continued to
behold them with indifference. Thofe arts were, during
one period, confined to the Greek colonies, and during
another, to the Roman. Even where they were {pread
by a vifible intercourfe, they were ftill received by in-
dependent nations with the flownefs of invention. They
made a progrefs not more rapid at Rome than they had
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done at Athens ; and they pafled to the extremities of the
Roman empire, only in company with new colonies, and
joined to Italian policy.

THE modern race, who came abroad to the poffeflion
of cultivated provinces, retained the arts they had pradi-
fed at home: the new mafter hunted the boar, or paftu-
red his herds, where he might have raifed a plentiful
harveft: he built a cottage in the view of a palace: he
buried, in one common ruin, the edifices, fculptures,
paintings, and libraries, of the former inhabitant: he
made a fertlement upon a plan of his own, and opened
anew the fource of inventions, without perceiving from
a diftance to what length their progrefs might lead his
pofterity. The cottage of the prefent race, like that of
the former, by degrees enlarged its dimenfions ; public
buildings acquired a magnificence in a new tafte. Even
this tafte came, in a courfe of ages, to be exploded, and
the people of Europe recurred to the models which their
fathers deftroyed, and wept over the ruins which they
could not reftore.

THE literary remains of antiquity were ftudied and imi-
tated, after the original genius of modern nations had broke
forth : the rude efforts of poetry in Italy and Provence,
refembled thofe of the Greeks and the ancient Romans.
How far the merit of our works might, without the aid
of their models, have rifen by fucceflive improvements,
or whether we have gained more by imitation than we
have loft by quitting our native fyftem of thinking, and

our
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our vein of fable, muft be left to conjeture. We are
certainly indebted to them for the materials, as well as
the form, of many of our compofitions; and without
their example, the ftrain of our literature, together with
that of our manners and policy, would have been dif-
ferent from what they at prefent are. This much how-
ever may be faid with affurance, that although the Ro-
man and the modern literature favour alike of the Greek
original, yet mankind in either inftance would not have
drank of this fountain, unlefs they had been haftening
to open {prings of their own.

SENTIMENT and fancy, the ufe of the hand or the
head, are not inventions of particular men; and the
flourifhing of arts that depend on them, are, in the cafe
of any people, a proof rather of political felicity at home,
than of any inftru&ion received from abroad, or of any
natural fuperiority in point of induflry or talents,

WHEN the attentions of men are turned toward par-
tcular fubjeéts, when the acquifitions of one age are left
entire to the next, when every individual is protected
in his place, and left to purfue the fuggeftion of his
wants, devices accumulate ; and it is difficult to find the
original of any art. The fteps which lead to perfection
are many ; and we are at a lofs on whom to beftow the
greateft fhare of our praife; on the firlt or on the laft
who may have bore a part in the progrefs,

SEGCT
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A e S b VIIL.

Of the Hiftory of Laterature.
T F we may rely on the general obfervations contained
.ﬁ in the laft fection, the literary, as well as mechanical
arts, being a natural produce of the human mind, will
rife {fpontaneoufly where-ever men are happily placed;
and in certain nations it is not more neceflary to look a-
broad for the origin of literature, than it is for the fug-
geftion of any of the pleafures or exercifes in which
mankind, under a ftate of profperity and freedom, are
{ufficiently inclined to indulge themfelves.

WE are apt to confider arts as foreign and adventitious
to the nature of man : but there is no art that did not
find its occafion in human life, and that was not, in fome
one or other of the fituations in which our fpecies is
found, fuggefted as a means for the attainment of fome
ufeful end. The mechanic and commercial arts took
their rife from the love of property, and were encoura-
ged by the profpects of fafety and of gain: the literary
and liberal arts took their rife from the underftanding,
the fancy, and the heart. They are mere exercifes of the
mind in fearch of its peculiar pleafures and occupations ;
and are promoted by circumfitances that fuffer the mind
to enjoy 1tfelf.

Men

TR R ;
|

sl

T .';_’h:




Sect. 8. Of the Hiftory of Literature. 263

MEenN are equally engaged by the paft, the prefent,
and the future, and are prepared for every occupation
that gives {cope to their powers. Productions therefore,
whether of narration, fition, or reafoning, that tend to
employ the imagination, or move the heart, continue for
ages a fubject of attention, and a fource of delight. The
memory of human tranfactions being preferved in tradi-
tion or writing, is the natural gratification of a paflion
that confifts of curiofity, admiration, and the love of a-
mufement.

BEFoRE many books are written, and before {cience is
greatly advanced, the productions of mere genius are
fometimes complete: the performer requires not the
aid of learning where his defcription or ftory relates to
near and contiguous objets; where it relates to the con-
duct and charadters of men with whom he himfelf has
acted, and in whofe occupations and fortunes he himfelf
has borne a part.

Wit H this advantage, the poet is the firlt to offer the
fruits of his genius, and to lead in the career of thofe
arts by which the mind is deftined to exhibit its imagi-
nations, and to exprefs its paflions. Every tribe of bar-
barians have their paflionate or hiftoric rhymes, which
contain the fuperftition, the enthufiafm, and the admira-
tion of glory, with which the breafls of men, in the
carlieft ftate of fociety, are poflefled. They delight in
verfe-compofitions, either becaufe the cadence of num-
bers is natural to the language of {entiment, or becaufe,

not
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not having the advantage of writing, they are obliged to
bring the ear in aid of the memory, in order to facili-
tate the repetition, and infure the prefervation of their

works.

WHEN we attend to the language which favages em-
ploy on any folemn occafion, it appears that man is a
poet by nature. 'Whether at firft obliged by the mere
defects of his tongue, and the fcantinefs of proper expref-
fions, or feduced by a pleafure of the fancy in ftating the

analogy of its objects, he clothes every conception in i-
mage and metaphor. “ We have planted the tree of
peace,’” {fays an American orator; “ we have buried the
“ axe under its roots : we will henceforth- repofe under
“ its fhade; we will join to brighten the chain that binds
‘ our nations together.” Such are the colleGions of me-
taphor which thofe nations employ in their public ha-
rangues. They have likewife already adopted thofe live-
ly figures, and that daring freedom of language, which
the learned have afterwards found {o well fitted to exprefs
the rapid tranfitions of the imagination, and the ardours
of a paflionate mind.

Ir we are required to explain, how men could be
poets, or orators, before they were aided by the learning
of the fcholar and the critic ? we may inquire, in our turn,
how bodies could fall by their weight, before the laws

M| of gravitation were recorded in books? Mind, as well as
""'H.H ‘f’ﬁ body, has laws, which are exemplified in the praétice of
i | i { men,
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men, and which the critic colleés only after the example
has fhewn what they are,

OccastoNED, probably, by the phyfical conne@ion
we have mentioned, between the emotions of a heated
imagination, and the impreflions received from mufic
and pathetic founds, every tale among rude nations
is repeated in verfe, and is made to take the form of a
fong. The early hiftory of all nations is uniform in this
particular. Priefts, ftatefmen, and philofophers, in the
firft ages of Greece, delivered their inflruéions in poetry,
and mixed with the dealers in mufic and heroic fable,

IT is not fo furprifing, however, that poetry fhould be
the firt fpecies of compofition in every nation, as it
is, that a ftyle apparently fo difficult, and fo far remo-
ved from ordinary ufe, fhould be almoft as univerfally
the firlt to attain its maturity, The moft admired of all
poets lived beyond the reach of hiftory, almoft of tradi-
tion. The artlefs fong of the favage, the heroic legend
of the bard, have fometimes a magnificent beauty, which

no change of language can improve, and no refinements
of the critic reform.

UxpER the fuppofed di advantage of a limited know-
ledge, and a rude apprehenfion, the fimple poet has im-
preflions that more than compenfate the defe@s of his
flsill.  The beft fubje@s of poetry, the chara@ers of the
violent and the brave, the generous and the intrepid,
great dangers, trials of fortitude and fidelity, are exhi-
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bited within his view, or are delivered in traditions which
animate like truth, becaufe they are equally believed. He
is not engaged in recalling, like Virgil or Taflo, the fen-
timents or {cenery of an age remote from his own: he
needs not be told by the critic ¥, to recolleét what another
would have thought, or in what manner another would
have expreffed his conception. The fimple paffions,
friendfhip, refentment, and love, are the movements of
his own mind, and he has no occafion to copy. Simple
and vehement in his conceptions and feelings, he knows
no diverfity of thought, or of ftyle, to miflead or to exercife
his judgement. He delivers the emotions of the heart, in
words fuggefted by the heart: for he knows no other.
And hence it is, that while we admire the judgement and
invention of Virgil, and of other later poets, thefe terms
appear mifapplied to Homer. Though intelligent, as well
as fublime, in his conceptions, we cannot anticipate the
lights of his underftanding, nor the movements of his
heart: he appears to{peak from infpiration, not from in-
vention ; and to be guided in the choice of his thoughts
and expreflions by a fupernatural inftiné, not by reflec-
tion,

THE language of early ages, is in one refpe@, fimple

and confined ; in another, it is varied and free: it allows
liberties, which, to the poet of after times, are denied.

# Sce Longinus,
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IN rude ages men are not feparated by diftinéions
of rank or profeflion. They live in one manner, and
fpeak one dialeét., The bard is not to chufe his ex-
preflion among the fingular accents of different condi-
tions. He has not to guard his language from the pe-
culiar errors of the mechanic, the peafant, the fcholar,
or the courtier, in order to find that elegant propriety,
and juft elevation, which is free from the vulgar of one
clafs, the pedantic of the fecond, or the flippant of the
third, The name of every ubjedt, and of every fentiment,
is fixed; and if his conception has the dignity of nature,
his expreflion will have a purity which does not depend
on his choice.

WiTH this apparent confinement in the choice of his
words, he is at liberty to break through the ordinary
modes of conftruction ; and in the form of a language
not eftablithed by rules, may find for himfelf a cadence
agrecable to the tone of his mind. The liberty he
takes, while his meaning is ftriking, and his language is
raifed, appears an improvement, not a trefpafs on gram-
mar. He delivers a ftyle to the ages that follow, and be-
comes a model from which his pofterity judge.

BuT whatever may be the early difpofition of mankind
to poetry, or the advantages they poflefs in cultivating
this fpecies of literature; whether the early maturity of
poetical compofitions arife from their being the firlt ftu-
died, or from their having a charm to engage perfons of
the livelieft genius, who arebeft qualified to improve the
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eloquence of their native tongue ; it is a remarkable fat,
that, not only in countries where every vein of compo-
fition was original, and was opened in the order of natu-
ral fuccelfion ; but even at Rome, and in modern Eu-
rope, where the learned began early to pra&ife on foreign
models, we have poets of every nation, who are perufed
with pleafure, while the profe writers of the fame ages
are neglected.

As Sophocles and Euripides preceded the hiftorians and
moralifts of Greece, not only Nevius and Ennius, who
wrote the Roman hiftory in verfe, but Lucilius, Plautus,
Terence, and we may add Lucretius, were prior to Cicero,
Salluft, or Czfar. Dante and Petrarch went before any
good profe writer in Italy ; Corneille and Racine brought
on the fine age of profe compofitions in France; and we
had in England, not only Chaucer and Spenfer, but
Shakefpear and Milton, while our attempts in hiftory or
icience were yet in their infancy ; and deferve our atten-
tion, only for the fake of the matter they treat.

HiLraxicus, who is reckoned among the firft profe
writers in Greece, and who immediately preceded, or
was the contemporary of Herodotus, fet out with decla-
ring his intention to remove from hiftory the wild repre-
fentations, and extravagant fictions, with which it had
been difgraced by the poets *. The want of records or

* Quoted by Demetrius Phalerius,

authorities,
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authorities, relating to any diftant tranfactions, may
have hindered him, as it did his immediate fuccefior,
from giving truth all the advantage it might have reaped
from this tranfition to profe. There are, however, ages
in the progrefs of fociety, when fuch a propofition muft
be favourably received. When men become occupied on
the fubjets of policy, or commercial arts, they wifh to
be informed and inftructed, as well as moved. They are
interefted by what was real in paft tranfactions. They
build on this foundation, the refle@ions and reafonings
they apply to prefent aflairs, and wifh to receive informa-
tion on the fubject of different purfuits, and of projeéis
in which they begin to be engaged. The manners of
men, the pradlice of ordinary life, and the form of fo-
ciety, furnifh their fubjecs to the moral and political
writer. Mere ingenuity, juftnefs of fentiment, and cor-
rect reprefentation, though cenveyed in ordinary lan-
guage, are underfiood to conflitute literary merit, and
by applying to reafon more than to the imagination and
paflions, meet with a reception that is due to the inftruc-
tion they bring.

THE talents of men come to be employed in a variety
of affairs, and their inquiries direced to different fub-
jects. Knowledge is important in every department of
civil fociety, and requifite to the pradtice of every art.
The {cience of natare, morals, politics, and hiftory, find
their feveral admirers; and even poetry itfelf, which re-
tains its former {lation in the region of warm imagina-

tion
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tion and enthufiaflic paflion, appearsin a growing variety
of forms.

MaTTERS have proceeded fo far, without the aid of
foreign examples, or the direGtion of fchools. The cart of
Thefpis was changed into a theatre, not to gratify the
learned, but to pleafe the Athenian populace: and the
prize of poetical merit was decided by this populace e-
qually before and after the invention of rules. The
Greeks were unacquainted with every language but their
own ; and if they became learned, it was only by ftudy-
ing what they themfelves had produced : the childith
mythology, which they are faid to have copied from A~
fia, was equally of little avail in promoting their love of
arts, or their fuccefs in the pracice of them.

WHEN the hiftorian is firuck with the events he has
witnefled, or heard; when he is excited to relate them
by his refle&tions or his paflions; when the ftatefman,
who 1s required to fpeak in public, is obliged to prepare
for every remarkable appearance in ftudied harangues ;
when converfation becomes extenfive and refined ; and
when the focial feelings and refle@tions of men are com-
mitted to writing, a {yftem of learning may arife from
the buftle of an active life. Society itfelf is the fchool,
and its leflons are delivered in the pradlice of real affairs,
An author writes from obfervations he has made on hisg
{ubjeét, not from the fuggeftion of books; and every
production carries the mark of his characer as a man,
not of his mere proficiency as a ftudent or {fcholar. It

may
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may be made a queftion, whether the trouble of feeking
for diftant models, and of wading for infiruétion,
through dark allufions and languages unknown, might
not have quenched his fire, and rendered him a writer of
a very inferior clafs.

Ir fociety may thus be confidered as a {chool for let-
ters, it is probable that its leflons are varied in every fe-
parate ftate, and in every age. For a certain period, the
fevere applications of the Roman people to policy and war
fupprefled the literary arts, and appear to have {lifled the
genius even of the hiftorian and the poet. The inftitu-
tions of Sparta gave a profefled contempt for whatever
was not connected with the practical virtues of a vigo-
rous and refolute {pirit: the charms of imagination, and
the parade of language, were by this people claffed with
the arts of the cook and the perfumer: their fongs in
praife of fortitude are mentioned by fome writers; and
colleétions of their witty fayings and repartees are ftill
preferved: they indicate the virtues and the abilities of
an ative people, not their proficiency in fcience or lite-
rary tafte. Poflefled of what was effential to happinefs
in the virtues of the heart, they had a difcernment of its
value, unimbarrafled by the numberlefs objeéts on which
mankind in general are {o much at a lofs to adjuft their
efteem: fixed in their own apprehenfion, they turned a
fharp edge on the follies of mankind. “ When will you
* begin to practife 1t!"” was the queftion of a Spartan to

a
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a perfon who, in an advanced age of life, was ftill occu-
pied with queftions on the nature of virtue,

WHILE this people confined their ftudies to one que-
ftion, How to improve and to preferve the courage and
the difinterefted affeions of the human heart? their
rivals the Athenians gave a {cope to refinement on eve-
ry object of reflection or paflion. By the rewards, either
of profic or of repurtation, which they beitowed on every
effore of ingenuity employed in miniftering to the plea-
fure, the decoration, or the conveniency of life; by the
variety of conditions in which their citizens were placed ;
by their inequalities of fortune, and their {everal pur-
fuits in war, politics, commerce, and lucrative arts, they
awakened whatever was either good or bad in the natu-
ral difpofitions of men. Every road to eminence was
opened : eloquence, fortitude, military fkill, envy, de-
tra¢tion, faction, and treafon, even the mufe herfelf,
was courted to beftow importance among a bufy, acute,
and turbulent people.

Frodx this example, we may fafely conclude, that
although bufinefs is fometimes a rival to ftudy, retire-
ment and leifure are not the principal requifites to the
improvement, perhaps not even to the exercife, of litera-
ry talents. The moft firiking exertions of imagination
and fentiment have a reference to mankind : they are
excited by the prefence and intercourfe of men: they have
moft vigour when a&uated in the mind by the operation

of
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292
of its principal {prings, by the emulations, the friendfhips,
and the oppofitions, which fubfift among a forward and
afpiring people. Amidft the great occafions which put a
free, and even a licentious, fociety in motion, its mem-
bers become capable of every exertion; and the faime
{fcenes which gave employment to Themiftocles and
Thrafybulus, infpired, by contagion, the genius of So-
phocles and Plato.  The petulant and the ingenuous find
an equal {cope to their talents; and literary monuments
become the repofitories of envy and folly, as well as of
wifdom and virtue.

GREECE, divided into many little ftates, and agitated,
beyond any fpot on the globe, by domeftic contentions
and foreign wars, fet the example in every fpecies of li-
terature. The fire was communicated to Rome; not when
the ftate ceafed to be warlike, and had difcontinued her
political agitations, but when fhe mixed the love of re-
finement and of pleafure with her national purfuits, and
indulged an inclination to ftudy in the midft of ferments,
occafioned by the wars and pretenfions of oppofite fac-
tions. It was revived in modern Europe among the tur-
bulent ftates of Italy, and fpread to the North, together
with the {pirit which fhook the fabric of the Gothic po-
licy : it rofe while men were divided into parties, under
civil or religious denominations, and when they were
at variance on fubje@s held the moft important and
facred.

Mm We
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WE may be fatisfied, from the example of many ages,
that liberal endowments beftowed on learned focieties,
and the leifure with which they were furnifhed for ftudy,
are not the likelielt means to excite the exertions of ge-
nius: even fcience itfelf, the fuppofed offspring of lei-
fure, pined in the fhade of monaftic retirement. Men
at a diftance from the obje@s of ufeful knowledge, un-
touched by the motives that animate an active and a vi-
gorous mind, could produce only the jargon of a techni-
cal language, and accumulate the impertinence of aca-
demical forms.

To fpeak or to write juftly from an obfervation of
nature, it is neceffary to have felt the fentiments of na-
ture. He who is penetrating and ardent in the conduét
of life, will probably exert a proportional force and in-
genuity in the exercife of his literary talents: and al-
though writing may become a trade, and require all
the application and ftudy which are beftowed on any
other calling; yet the principal requifites in this calling
are, the {pirit and fenfibility of a vigorous mind.

Ix one peried, the fchool may take its light and di-
re@ion from a&ive life; in another, it is true, the re-
mains of an aétive {pirit are greatly {fupported by literary
monuments, and by the hiftory of tranfadtions that
preferve the examples and the experience of former and
of better times. DBut in whatever manner men are
formed for great efforts of elocution or condud, it ap-

pears
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pears the moft glaring of all other deceptions, to look
for the accomplifhments of a human chara@er in the
mere attainments of fpeculation, whilft we negle& the
qualities of fortitude and public affe@ion, which are fo
neceflary to render our knowledge an article of happi-
nefs or of ufe,
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Of the Separation of Parc IV.

PART FTOURTH.

Of Confequences that refult from the
Advancement of Civil and Commercial
Arts.
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Of the Scparation of Arts and Profeffions.

T is evident, that, however urged by a fenfe of necef~
fity, and a defire of convenience, or favoured by any
advantages of fituation and policy, a people can

make no great progrefs in cultivating the arts of life, un-
til they have feparated, and committed to different per-
fons, the feveral tafks, which require a peculiar fkill
and attention. The favage, or the barbarian, who muft
build and plant, and fabricate for himfelf, prefers, in
the interval of great alarms and fatigues, the enjoyments
of floth to the improvement of his fortune: he is, per-
haps, by the diverfity of his wants, dilcouraged from
induilry; or, by his divided attention, prevented from

acquiring
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acquiring fkill in the management of any particular fub-

ject.

THE enjoyment of peace, however, and the profpe@
of being able to exchange one commodity for another,
turns, by degrees, the hunter and the warrior into a
tradefman and a merchant. The accidents which diftri-
bute the means of fubfiftence unequally, inclination, and
favourable opportunities, aflign the different occupations
of men; and a fenfe of utility leads them, without end,
to fubdivide their profeflions.

THE artift finds, that the more he can confine his at-
tention to a particular part of any work, his produ@ions
are the more perfe@, and grow under his hands in the
greater quantities. Every undertaker in manufaCture
finds, that the more he can fubdivide the tafks of his
workmen, and the more hands he can employ on feparate
articles, the more are his expences diminifthed, and his
profits increafed. The confumer too requires, in every
kind of commeodity, a workmanfhip more perfect than
hands employed on a variety of fubje@s can produce ;
and the progrefs of commerce is but a continued fubdi-
vifion of the mechanical arts.

EvERY craft may ingrofs the whole of a man’s atten-
tion, and has a myftery which muit be ftudied or learn-
ed by a regular apprenticefhip. Nations of tradefimen
come to confift of members who, beyond their own

-

particular trade, are ignorant of all human affairs
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and who may contribute to the prefervation and enlarge-
ment of their commonwealth, without making its inter-
eft an object of their regard or attention. Every indivi-
dual is diftinguifhed by his calling, and has a place to
which he is fitted. The favage, who knows no diftinc-
tion but that of his merit, of his fex, or of his fpecies,
and to whom his community is the fovereign object of
affetion, is altonithed to find, that in a {fcene of this
nature, his being a man does not qualify him for any
{tation whatever: he flies to the woods with amazement,
diftafte, and averfion..

By the {feparation of arts and profeflions, the fources
of wealth are laid open; every fpecies of material is
wrought up to the greateft perfection, and every commo-
dity is produced in the greateft abundance. The flate
may eftimate its profits and its revenues by the number
of its people. It may procure, by its treafure, that na-
tional confideration and power, which the favage main-
tains at the expence of his blood.

THE advantage gained in the inferior branches of ma-
nufacture by the feparation of their parts, feem to be
equalled by thofe which arife from a fimilar device in the
higher departments of policy and war. The foldier is relieved
from every care but that of his fervice ; ftatefmen divide
the bufinefs of civil government into fhares; and the fer-
vants of the public, in every office, without being {kilful
in the aflairs of ftate, may fucceed, by obferving forms
which are already eftablifhed on the experience of others.
They are made, like the parts of an engine, to concur to a

purpofe,
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purpofe, without any concert of their own: and, equally
blind with the trader to any general combination, they
unite with him, in furnifhing to the ftate its refources, its
conduct, and its force.

THE artifices of the beaver, the ant, and the bee, are
afcribed to the wifdom of nature. Thofe of polifhed na-
tions are afcribed to themielves, and are fuppofed to in-
dicate a capacity fuperior to that of rude minds. But the
eftablifhments of men, like thofe of every animal, are
fuggefted by nature, and are the refult of inftiné, diret-
ed by the variety of fituations in which mankind are
placed. Thofe eftablithments arofe from fucceflive im-
provements that were made, without any fenfe of their
general effe¢t ; and they bring human affairs to a flate of
complication, which the greateft reach of capacity with
which human nature was ever adorned, could not have
proje¢ted; nor even when the whole is carried into exe-
cution, can it be comprehended in its full extent.

Wxo could anticipate, or even enumerate, the feparate
occupations and profeflions by which the members of a-
ny commercial flate are diftinguifhed ; the variety of de-
vices which are pradtifed in feparate cells, and which
the artift, attentive to his own affair, has invented, to a-
bridge or to facilitate his feparate tafkk ! In coming to this
mighty end, every generation, compared to its predece(
fors, may have appeared to be ingenious ; compared to
its followers, may have appeared to be dull: and hu-
man ingenuity, whatever heights it may have gained in
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a {ucceflion of ages, continues to move with an equal
pace, and to creep in making the laft as well as the firft
tep of commercial or civil improvement,

IT may even be doubted, whether the meafure of na-
tional capacity increafes with the advancement of arts.
Many mechanical arts, indeed, require no capacitcy ; they
fucceed beft under a total fupprefhon of {entiment and
reafon ; and ignorance is the mother of induftry as well
as of fuperflition. Reflection and fancy are fubjeét to
err; but a habit of moving the hand, or the foot, is in-
dependent of either. Manufactures, accordingly, profper
moft, where the mind is leaflt confulted, and where the
workifhop may, without any great effort of imagination,

be confidered as an engine, the parts of which are men.

THE forelt has been felled by the favage without the
the ufe of the axe, and weights have been raifed without
the aid of the mechanical powers. The merit of the in-
ventor, in every branch, probably deferves a preference
to that of the performer; and he who invented a tool, or
could work withoutits afliftance, deferved the praife of in-
genuity in a much higher degree than the mere artift,
who, by its afliftance, produces a fuperior work.

BuT if many parts in the pradtice of every art, and in
the detail of every department, require no abilities, or
aCtually tend to contract and to limit the views of the
mind, there are others which lead to general refleétions,
and to enlargement of thought, Even in manufaéture,

the
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the genius of the mafter, perhaps, is cultivated, while
that of the inferior workman lies walle. The ftatefran
may have a wide comprehenfion of human aflairs, while
the tools he employs are ignorant of the {yftem in which
they are themfelves combined. The general oflicer may
be a great proficient in the knowledge of war, while the
foldier is confined to a few motions of the hand and the
foot. The former may have gained, what the latter has
loft; and being occupied in the condud of difciplined
armies, may praife on a larger fcale, all the arts of
prefervation, of deception, and of ftratagem, which the

favage exerts in leading a fmall party, or merely in de-
fending himfelf,

THE pradtitioner of every art and profeflion may af-
ford matter of general fpeculation to the man of fcience;
and thinking itfelf, in this age of feparations, may be-
come a peculiar craft. In the buftle of cjvi] purfuits and
occupations, men appear in a variety of lights, and fug-
geft matter of inquiry and fancy, by which converfation
is enlivened, and greatly enlarged. The proeductions of
ingenuity are brought to the market; and men are wil-
ling to pay for whatever has a tendency to inform or amufe,
By this means the idle, as well as the bufy, contributeto
forward the progrefs of arts, and beftow on polifthed
nations that air of fuperior ingenuity, under which
they appear to have gained the ends that were purfued
by the favage in his foreft, knowledge, order, and
wealch, :
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Of the Subordination eonfequent to the PartIV.

b K G F 1L

Of the Subordination confequent to the Separation of Arte
and Profe/ffions.

HEeRE is one ground of fubordination in the differ-

ence of natural talents and difpofitions ; a fecond in

the unequal divifion of property; and a third, not lefs

{enfible, in the habits which are acquired by the practice
of different arts.

SomE employments are liberal, others mechanic. They
require different talents, and infpire different fentiments;
and whether or not this be the caufe of the preference we
a@ually give, it is certainly reafonable to form our. opi-
nion of the rank that is due to men of certain profeflions
and flations, from theinfluence of their manner of life in
cultivating the powers of the mind, or in preferving the
fentiments of the heart.

THERE is an elevation natural to man, by which he
would bethought, in his rudeft ftate, however urged by
necellity, to rife above the confideration of mere fubfift-
ence, and the regards of intereft: He would appear to
act only from the heart, in its engagements of friendfhip,
or oppofition ; he would fhew himfelf only upon occa-
fions of danger or difficulty, and leave ordinary cares to
the weak or the fervile,

THE
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THE fame apprehenfions, in every fituation, regulate
his notions of meannefs or of dignity. In that of polifh-
ed fociety, his defire to avoid the charadter of fordid,
makes him conceal his regard for what relates merely to his
prefervation or his livelihood: In his eftimation, the beggar,
who depends upon charity ; thelabourer, who toils that he
may eat; the mechanic, whofe art requires no exertion of
genius, are degraded by the obje@ they purfue, and by
the means they employ to attain it. Profeffions requiring
more knowledge and ftudy ; proceeding on the exercife
of fancy, and the love of perfection ; leading to applaufe
as well as to profit, place the artift in a fuperior clafs,
and bring him nearer to that flation in which men are
fuppofed to be highefl; becaufe in it they are bound to
no tafk; becaufe they are left to follow the difpofition
of the mind, and to take that part in fociety, to which
they are led by the fentiments of the heart, or by the
calls of the public.

THis laft was the ftation, which, in the diftin@ion
betwixt freemen and flaves, the citizens of every ancient
republic ftrove to gain, and to maintain for themfelves,
Women, or flaves, in the earlieft ages, had been fet a-
part for the purpofes of domeftic care, or bodily labour;
and in the progrefs of lucrative arts, the latter were bred
to mechanical profeffions, and were even intrufted with
merchandife for the benefit of their malters. TFreemen
would be underftood to have no obje@ befide thofe of
politics and war. In this manner, the honours of one
half of the; fpecies were facrificed to thofe of the other;
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284 Of the Subordiation confequent to the Part IV,
as {tones from the fame quarry are buried in the foun-
dation, to fuftain the blocks which happen to be hewn
for the fuperior parts of the pile. In the midft of our en-
comiums beftowed on the Grecks and the Romans, we
are, by this circumftance, made to remember, that no
human inftitution is perfec.

IN many of the Grecian ftates, the benefits arifing to
the free from this cruel diftin&ion, were not conferred
equally on all the citizens. Wealth being unequally di-
vided, the rich alone were exempted from labour ; the
poor were reduced to work for their own fubfi{ltence: in-
tereft was a reigning paffion in both,and the pofleflion of
flaves, like that of any other lucrative property, becime
an objeQ of avarice, not an exemption from fordid atten-
tions. The entire effe@s of the inftitution were obtain-
ed, or continued to be enjoyed for any confiderable time,
at Sparta alone. We feel its injuftice ; we fuffer for the
helot, under the feverities and unequal treatment to
which he was expofed: but when we think only of the
{uperior order of men in this ftate ; when we atrend to
that elevation and magnanimity of {pirit, for which dan-
ger had no terror, intereft no means to corrupt ; when
we confider them as friends, or as citizens, we are apt to
forget, like themfelves, that flaves have a title to be treat-
ed like men.

Wz look for elevation of fentiment, and liberality of
mind, among thofe orders of citizens, who, by their con-
dition, and their fortunes, are relieved frem fordid cares

and
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and attentions. This was the defcription of a free man
at Sparta ; and if the lot of a flave among the ancients
was really more wretched than that of the indigent la-
bourer and the mechanic among the moderns, it may
be doubted, whether the fuperior orders, who are in pof
feflion of confideration and honours, do not proportio-

nally fail in the dignity which befits their condition. If

the pretenfions to equal juftice and freedom {fhould ter-
minate in rendering every clafs equally fervile and mer-
cenary, we make a nation of helots, and have no free ci-
tizens.

IN every commercial ftate, notwithftanding any pre-
tenfion to equal rights, the exaltation of a few muft de-
prefs the many. In this arrangement, we think that the
extreme meannefs of fome clafles muft arife chiefly from
thedefect of knowledge, and of liberal education ; and we
refer to fuch clafles, as to an image of what our fpecies muft
have been in its rude and uncultivated ftate. But we for-
get how many circumftances, efpecially in populous ci-
ties, tend to corrupt the loweft orders of men. Ignoranceis
the leaft of their failings. An admiration of wealth un-
pollefled, becoming a principle of envy, or of fervility ;
a habit of acting perpetually with a view to profit, and
under a fenfe of {ubjection; the crimes to which they
areallured, in order to feed their debauch, or to gratify
their avarice, are examples, not of ignorance, but of
corruption and bafenefs. If the favage has not received
our inftructions, he is likewife unacquainted with our
vices. Fle knows no fuperior, and cannot be fervile; he

knows
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286 Of the Subordimation confequent to the  Part1V.

knows no diftin¢tions of fortune, and cannot be envious ;
he adts from his talents in the higheft ftation which hu-
man fociety can offer, that of the counfellor, and the
foldier of his country. Toward forming his fentiments,
he knows all that the heart requires to be known ; he can
diftinguifh the friend whom he loves, and the public in-
terelt which awakens his zeal.

THE principal objeftions to democratical or popular
government, are taken from the inequalities which arife
among men in the refult of commercial arts. And it
muft be confefled, that popular aflemblies, when com-
pofed of men whofe difpofitions are {fordid, and whofe or-
dinary applications are illiberal, however they may be in-
trufted with the choice of their mafters and leaders, are
certainly, in their own perfons, unfit to command. How
can he who has confined his views to his own fubfiftence
or prefervation, be intrufted with the conduét of nations?
Such men, when admitted to deliberate on matters of
[tate, bring to its councils confufion and tumult, or fer-
vility and corruption ; and feldom fuffer it to repofe from
ruinous factions, or the effect of refolutions i1l formed or
ill conducted.

THE Athenians retained their popular government un-
der all thefe defects. The mechanic was obliged, under
a penalty, to appear in the public market-place, and to
hear debates on the fubje@s of war, and of peace. He
was tempted by pecuniary rewards, toattend on the trial
of civil and criminal caufes. But notwithftanding an

exercife
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exercife tending {o much: to cultivate their talents, the
indigent came always with minds intent upon profit, or
with the habits of an illiberal calling. Sunk under the
fenfe of their perfonal difparity and weaknefs, they were
ready to refign themfelves entirely tothe influence of fome
popular leader, who flattered their paflions, and wrought
on their fears; or, actuated by envy, they were ready to
banifh from the {tate whomf{oever was refpettable and e-
minent in the fuperior order of citizens : and whether
from their neglet of the public at one time, or their
male-adminiftration at another, the fovereignty was eve-
ry moment ready to drop from their hands.

TuE people, in this cafe, are, in fa&, frequently go-
verned by one, or a few, who know how to conduct
them. Pericles poflefled a fpecies of princely authority
at Athens; Craflus, Pompey, and Cefar, either jointly
or {ucceflively, pollefled for a confiderable period the fo-
vereign direction at Rome.

WHETHER in greator in fmall ftates, democracy is
preferved with difficulty, under the difparities of condi-
tion, and the unequal cultivation of the mind, which at-
tend the variety of purfuits, and applications, that fepa-
rate mankind in the advanced ftate of commercial arts.
In 'this, however, we do but plead againft the form of
democracy, after the principle is removed ; and fee the
abfurdity of pretenfions to equal influence and confidera-
vion, after the characters of men have ceafed to be fimi-

lar,
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< T 2 I [I.

Of the Manners of Polifhed and Commercial Nations.

M:\NKIND, when in their rude ftate, have a great

uniformity of maners; but when civilized, they
are engaged in a variety of purfuits ; they tread on a larger
field, and feparate to a greaterdiftance, If they be gui-
ded, however, by fimilar difpofitions, and by like fug-
geftions of nature, they will probably, in the end, as
well as in the beginning of their progrefs, continue to a-
gree in many particulars ; and while communities admit,
in their members, that diverfity of ranks and profeflions
which we have already defcribed, as the confequence or
the foundation of commerce, they will refemble each o-
ther in many effe@s of this diftribution, and of other cir-
cumflances in which they nearly concur,

UNDER every form of government, ftatefinen endeavour
to remove the dangers by which they are threatened from
abroad, and the difturbances which moleft them at
home. By this condud, if fuccefsful, they in a few ages
gain an afcendant for their country ; eftablith a frontiep
at a diftance from its capital ; they find, in the mutual
defires of tranquillity, which come to poflefs mankind,
and in thofe public eftablithments which tend to keep the
peace of {ociety, a refpite from foreign wars, and a relief
from domeftic diforders. They learn to decide every con-

teft
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telt without tumult, and to fecure, by the authority of
law, every citizen in the poffeflion of his perfonal rights.

I this condition, to which thriving nations a-
fpire, and which they in fome meafure attain, man-
kind having laid the bafis of fafety, proceed to eret a fu-
perflru¢ture fuitable to their views. The confequence is
various in different ftates; even in different orders of men
of the fame community ; and the effed to every indivi-
dual correfponds with his ftation. It enables the ftatef~
man and the foldier to fettle the forms of their different
procedure; it enables the praditioner in every profeflion
to purfue his feparate advantage; it affords the man of
pleafure a time for refinement, and the fpeculative, leifure
for literary converfation or ftudy.

I~ this fcene, matters that have little reference to the
active purfuits of mankind, are made fubjedts of nqui-
ry, and the exercife of fentiment and reafon itfelf becomes
a profeflion. The fongs of the bard, the harangues of
the ftatefinan and the warrior, the tradition and the flory
of ancient times, are confidered as the models, or the
earlieft production, of fo many arts, which it becomes
the object of different profeflions to copy or to improve.
The works of fancy, like the fubje@s of natural hiftory, ,
are diftinguifhed into clafles and {pecies; the rules of eve-
ry particularkind are diftin@ly colle@ed ; and the libra-
ry is ftored, like the warchoufe, with the finifhed manu-
facture of different arts, who, with the aids of the gram-

Oo marian
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marian and the critic, afpire, each in his particular way,
to inftru@ the head, or to move the heart.

EvERY nation is a motley aflemblage of different cha-
raQlers, and contains, under any political form, fome
examples of that variety, which the humours, tempers,
and apprehenfions of men, fo difierently employed, are
likely to furnifh. Every profeflion has its point of ho-
nour, and its {yftem of manners; the merchant his punc-
tuality and fair dealing ; the ftatefman his capacity and
addrefs; the man of fociety, his good-breeding and wit.
Every ftation has a carriage, a drefs, a ceremonial, by
which it is diftinguifhed, and by which it fuppreffes the
national character under that of the rank, or of the indi-
vidual.

THis delcription may be applied equally to Athens
and Rome, to London and Paris. The rude or the
imple obferver would remark the variety he faw in the
dwellings and in the occupations of different men, not in
the afpet of different nations. He would find, in the
ftreets of the fame city, as great a diverfity, asin the ter-
ritory of .a feparate people. He could not pierce through
the cloud that was gathered before him, nor fee how the
tradefman, mechanic, or {fcholar, of one country, thould
differ from thofe of another. But the native of every
provinee can diftinguifh the foreigner ; and when he him-
felf travels, is ftruck with the afpect of a ftrange country,
the moment he pafles the bounds of his own, The.air
of the perfon, the tone of the voice, the idiom of lan-

guage,
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guage, and the ftrain of converfation, whether pathetic
or languid, gay or {fevere, are no longer the fame.

Mawny fuch differences may arifé among polithed
nations, from the effe@s of climate, or from fources of
fathion, that are {till more vnaccountable and obfcure;
but the principal diftin&tions on which we can reft, are
derived from the part a people are obliged to a& in their
national capacity ; from the objects placed in their view by
the ftate; or from the confifcution of government, which
prefcribing the terms of fociety to its fubjects, has a great
influence in forming their apprehenfions and habits.

Tuze Roman people, deftined to acquire wealth by con-
queft, and by the {poil of provinces; the Carthaginians,
intent on the returns of merchandife, and the produce of
commercial fettlements, muft have filled the flreets of
their feveral capitals with-men of a different difpofition
and afpe&t. The Roman laid hold' of his {fword when
he wifhed to be great, and the ftate found her armies
prepared in the dwellings of her people. The Carthagi-
nian retired to his counter on a fimilar proje@; and,

when the ftate was alarmed, or had refolved on a war,

lent of his profits to purchafe an army abroad.

TaE member of a republic; and the fubjeé& of a mo-
narchy, muft differ; becaufe they have different parts af:

figned tothem by the forms of their country: the ene de-

{tined ‘to live with his equals, or, by his perfonal talents
and charader, to contend for pre-eminence; the other,
Qo2 born
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202 Of the Manners of Part IV,

born to a determinate ftation, where any pretence to e-
quality creates a confufion, and where nought but prece-
dence is ftudied. Each, when the inftitutions of his
country are mature, may find in the laws a protecion to
his perfonal rights ; but thofe rights themfelves are dif-
terently underftood, and with a different {fet of opinions,
give rife to a different temper of mind. The republican
muit act in the ftate, to fuftain his pretenfions ; he muft
join a party, in order to be fafe; he muft form one, in
order to be great. The fubject of monarchy refers to his
birth for the honour he claims; he waits on a court, to
fhew hisimportance; and holds out the enfigns of depend-
ence and favour, to gain him efteem with the public.

[¥ national inftitutions, calculated for the preferva-
tion of liberty, inftead of calling upon the citizen to a&
for himfelf, and to maintain his rights, {hould give a fe-
curity, requiring, on his part, no perfonal attention or
effort; this feeming perfeCtion of government might
weaken the bands of fociety, and, upon maxims of inde-
pendence, {eparate and eftrange the different ranks it was
meant to reconcile. Neither the parties formed in repu-
blics, nor the courtly aflemblies which meet in monar-
chical governments, could take place, where the fenfe of a
mutual dependence fhould ceafe to fummon their mem-
bers together. "The reforts for commerce might be fre-
quented, and mere amufement might be purfued in the
croud, while the private dwelling became a retreat for
referve, averfe to the trouble arifing from regards and at-
ientions, which it might be partof the political creed to

believe
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‘believe of no confequence, and a point of honour to hold
In contempt.

Tris humour is not likely to grow either in republics
or monarchies: it belongs more properly to a mixture of
both; where the adminiftration of juftice may be better
fecured ; where the fubject is tempted to look for equali-
ty, but where he finds only independence in its place;
and where he learns, from a fpirit of equality, to hate
the very diftinctions to which, on account of their real
importance, he pays a remarkable deference.

IN either of the feparate forms of republic or monar-
chy, or in a&ting on the principles of either, men are ob-
liged to court their fellow-citizens, and to employ parts
and addrefs to improve their fortunes, or even to be fafe.
They find in both a {chool for difcernment and penetra-
tion; but in the one, are taught to overlook the merits of
a private character, for the fake of abilities that have
weight with the public; and in the other, to overlook
great and refpeCtable talents, for the fake of qualities en-
gaging or pleafant in the fcene of entertainment, and
private fociety. They are obliged, in both, to adapt
themfelves with care to the fafhion and manners of their
country. They find no place for caprice or fingular hu-
mours. The republican muft be popular, and the cour-
tier polite. The firft muft think himfelf well placed in
every company ; the other muft chufe his reforts, and
defire to be diftinguifhed only where the fociety itfelf is e-
fteemed. With his inferiors, he takes an air of protec-

tion ;
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tion ; and fuffers, in his turn, the fame air Jto be taken
with himfelf. It did not, perhaps, require in a Spartan,
who feared nothing but a failure in his duty, who loved
nothing but his friend and the ftate, fo conftant a guard
on himfelf to fupport his character, as it frequently does in
the fubject of a monarchy, to adjuft his expence and his
fortune to the defires of his vanity, and to appear in a
rank as high as his birth, or ambition, can poflibly
reach.

THERE is no particular, in the mean time, in which
we are more frequently unjuft, than in applying to the
individual the fuppofed character of his country; or
more frequently mifled, than in taking our notion of =
people from the example of one, or a few of their mem-
Bers. It belonged to the conftitution of Athens, to have
produced a Cleon, and a Pericles; but all the Athenians
were not, therefore, like Cleon, or Pericles. 'Themifto-
cles and Ariftides lived in the fame age; the one advifed

what was profitable; the other told his country what was
juft.

5 EECT
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S ol G ol IV

The fame [fubjeft continued,

HE law of Nature, with refpeét to nations, is the

fame thatitis with refpect to individuals: it gives to
the collective body aright to preferve themfelves; to em-
ploy, undifturbed, the means of life ; to retain the fruits
of labour ; to demand the obfervance of flipulations and
contraéts. In the cafe of violence, it condemns the ag-
greflor, and eftablifhes, on the part of the injured, the
right of defence, and a claim to retribution. Its applica-
tions, however, admit of difputes, and give rife to va-
riety in the apprehenfion, as well as the pradice of man-

kind.

NaTionNs have agreed univerfally, in diftinguifhing
right from wrong; in exadling the reparation of injuries
by confent or by force. They have always repofed,

a certain degree, on the faith of treaties ; but have a@ed
as if force were the ultimate arbiter in all their difputes,
and the power to defend themfelves, the fureft pledge of
their fafety. Guided by thefe common apprehenfions,
they have differed from one another, not merely in points
of form, butin points of the greateft importance, refpect-
ing the ufage of war, the effects of captivity, and the
rights of conqueft and viftory.

WHEN
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Wnen a number of independent communities
have been frequently involved in wars, and have had
their {tated alliances and oppofitions, they adopt cu-
[toms which they make the foundation of rules, or of
laws, to be obferved, or alledged, in all their mutual
tranfactions. Even in war itfelf, they would follow a
fyftem, and plead for the obfervance of forms in their
very operations for mutual deftruction.

THE ancient ftates of Greece and Italy derived their
manners in war from the nature of their republican go-
vernment ; thofe of modern Europe, from the influence of
monarchy, which, by its prevalence in this part of the
world, has a great effe¢t on nations, even where it is not
the form eftablithed. Upon the maxims of this govern-
ment, we apprehend a diftinétion between the ftate and
its members, as that between the King and the people,
which renders war an operation of policy, not of popular
animofity. While we firike at the public intereft, we
would {pare the private ; and we carry arefpe@ and con-
fideration for individuals, which often ftops the iflues of
blood in the ardour of viftory, and procures to the pri-
foner of war a hofpitable reception in the very city
which he came to deltroy., Thefe practices are fo well e-
ftablifhed, that {fcarcely any provocation on the part of
an enemy, Or any exigence of {fervice, can excufe a tref-
pafs on the fuppofed rules of humanity, or fave the
leader who commits it from becoming an obje& of de-
teftation and horror.,

To
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To this, the general pradice of the Greeks and the
Romans was oppofite. They endeavoured to wound the
ftate by deftroying its members, by de folating its terri-
tory, and by ruining the pnﬂc[hnm of _i;“.‘i fubjeds.
They granted quarter only to inflave, or to bri ing the pri-
{foner to a more folemn execution : ; and an enemy, when
difarmed, was, for the moft part, either fold in the mar-
ket, or killed, that he might never return to ftrength-
en his party. When this was the ifue of war, it was
no wonder, that battles were fought with defj pera-
tion, and t!mt every fortrefs was defended to the laft
extremity. The game of human life went upon a high

take, and was played with a proportional zeal,

THE term barbarian, in this ftate of manners, could
not be employed by the Greeks or the Romans in that
{enfe in which we ufe it; to chara@erife a people regard-
lefs of commercial arts ; profufe of their own lives, and
of thofe of others; vehement in their attachment to one
fociety, and implacable in their antipathy to another,
This, in a great and {hining part of their hiftory, was
their own charader, as well as that of fome other na-
tions, whom, upon this very account, we tii["tis];_t;uijh
by the appellations of barbarous or rude.

IT has been obferved, that _thofe celebrated nations

9 #

areindebted, fora great part of their eltimation, not to the
matter of their hiftory, but to the manner in which it has
been delivered, and to the capacity of their hiftoriane
and other writers. Their ftory has been told by men
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who knew how to draw our attention on the proceed-
ings of the underftanding and of the heart, more than on
the detail of fa&s; and who could exhibit characters to
be admired and loved, in the midft of adtions which
we thould now univerfally hate or condemn. Like Ho-
mer, the model of Grecian literature, they could make
us forget the horrors of a vindictive, cruel, and re-
morfelefs proceeding towards an enemy, in behalf of the
{lrenuous conduét, the courage, and vehement affections,
with which the hero maintained the caufe of his friend
and of his country.

Ounr manners are {o different, and the f{yftem upon
which we regulate our apprehenfions, in many things,
{o oppofite, that no lefs could make us endure the prac-
“tice of ancient nations. Were that pradtice recorded by
the mere journalift, who retains only the detail of events,
without throwing any light on the character of the ac~
tors ; who, like the Tartar hiftorian, tells only what
blood was {pilt in the field, and how many inhabitants
were maflacred in the city; we thould never have diftin-
guifhed the Greeks from their barbarous neighbours,
nor have thought, that the characler of civility pertain-
ed even to the Romans, till very late in their hiftory,
and in the decline of their empire.

[T would, no doubt, be pleafant to fee the remarks of
fuch a traveller as we {fometimes fend abroad to infpe&
the manners of mankind, left, unaffifted by kiftory, to
colle@ the character of the Greeks from the flate of their

country,
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country, or from their practice in war. “ This country,”
he might fay, *“ compared to ours, has an air of barren-

(11

nefs and defolation. I faw upon the road troops of la-

113

bourers, who were employed in the fields; but no

“ where the habitations of the mafter and the landlord.
“ It was unfafe, I was told, torefide in the country; and
“ the people of every diftrict crouded into towns to find ,
“ a place of defence. It is indeed impoflible, that they ' :_ G
can be more civilized, till they have eftablifhed fome R

13

111

regular government, and have courts of juftice to hear
their complaints. At prefent, every town, nay, I may
{fay, every village, adls for itfelf, and the greateft dif- il .

“ orders prevail. I was not indeed molefted; for you

muft know, that they call themfelves nations, and do
all their mifchief under the pretence of war.

I do not mean to take any of the liberties of travel-

* lers, nor to vie with the celebrated author of the
" voyage to Lilliput 3 but cannot help endeavouring to o i
(13 L

communicate what T felt on hearing them {peak

* of their territory, their armies, their revenue, treaties, Il
“ and alliances. Only imagine the church-wardens ."-5"}1
o 11
“ and conftables of Highgate or Hampftead turned
¢ ftatefmen and generals, and you will have a tolerable L
“ conception of this fingular country. I pafled throneh 1t '
u ) : B A T % vl
one {iate, where the beft houfe in tiie f_".'.l‘!j‘:_'_‘_] wonld :il': |;|u-.r-
: . . (el 1 LR
* not lodge the meaneft of your labourers, and where { ‘l‘l_Efpﬁ
. 5 s . ' L i
“ your very beggars would not chufe Jto dine with the it rﬂ;ﬂp
3R P A IS g (PR T L, SRR - ST, KRS YRS AT R riub 4 ol Y
King ; and yet they are thought a great nation, and |H':-'- i
* have no lefs than two kings. ' 1 {aw one of them; but r
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fuch a potentate! he had fearcely cloaths to his back;
and for his Majefty’s table, he was obliged to go to the
eating-houfe with his fubje@s. They have not a fingle
farthing of money; and I was obliged to get food at
the public expence, there being none to be had in the
market. You will imagine, that there muft have been
a fervice of plate, and great attendance, to wait up-
on the illuftrious ftranger; but my fare was a mefs of
forry pottage, brought me by a naked flave, who left
me to deal with it as I thought proper: and even this
I was in contnual danger of having ftoln from me by
the children, who are as vigilant to {eize opportunities,
and as dextrous in fnatching their food, as any ftar-
ved greyhound you ever faw. The mifery of the
whole people, in fhort, as well as my own, while I
ftaid there, was beyond defeription.  You would
think that their whole attention were to torment
them{elves as much as they can: they are even dif-
pleafed with one of their kings for being well liked.
He had made a prefent, while I was there, of a cow
to one favourite, and of a waiftcoat to another *: and
it was publicly faid, that this method of gaining
friends was robbing the public. My landlord told
me very gravely, that a man fhould come under no
obligation that might weaken the love which he owes
to his country ; nor form any perfonal attachment be-
yond the mere habit of living with his friend, and of
doing him a kindnefs when he can.

* Plutarch, in the life of Apefilans,
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I afked him once, Why they did not, for their own Fiw
“ fakes, enable their kings to aflume a little more ftate? "
Becaufe, fays he, we intend them the happinefs of li-
ving with men. When I found fault with their hou-
fes, and faid in particular, that I was furprifed they
did not build better churches ; What would you be
then, fays he, if you found religion in flone walls?
This will fuflice for a fample of our converfation; and 13 &
{ententious as it was, you may believe I did not ftay "
long to profit by it.

“ TuE people of this place are not quite fo ftupid. Vgl
There is a pretty large {quare of a market-place, and !
fome tolerable buildings; and, I am told, they have 'ﬁﬁl‘" ;
fome barks and lighters employed in trade, which IR :frr"'
“ they likewife, upon occafion, mufter into a fleet, like 1 '
“ my Lord Mayor’s fhew. But what pleafes me moft, i I
that I am likely to get a pallage from hence, and uni i ¢
farewell to this wretched country. I have been at fome | o
“ pains to obferve their ceremonies of religion, and to
“ pick up curiofities. I have copied fome infcriptions,
“ as you will {fee when you come to perufe my journal, s I‘F
“ and will then judge, whether I have met with enough to W |'
“ compenfate the fatigues and bad entertainment to which

“ 1 havefubmitted. As for the people, you will believe,

“ from the {pecimen I have given you, that they could not ".II
“ be very engaging company : L].I(Jilc;'!l poor and dirty, | 4 i
“ they ftill pretend to be ;.-'.-.n-f; and a fellow who 1s
“ not worth a groat, is above working for his liveli- “, i r.",_
“ hood. They come abroad barefooted, and without ik
e f
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any cover to the head, wrapt up in the coverlets
under which you would imagine they had flept. They
throw all off, and appear like fo many naked canni-
bals, when they go to violent fports and exercifes; at
which they highly value feats of dexterity and ftrength.
Brawny limbs, and mufcular arms, the faculty of
fleeping out all nights, of fafting long, and of putting
up with any kind of food, are thought genteel ac-
complithments. They have no fettled government
that I could learn ; fomerimes the mob, and {fometimes
the better fort, do what they pleafe: they meet in
great crouds in the open air, and feldom -:tgruc about
any thing. If a fellow has prefumption enough, and
a lond voice, he can make a great figure. There was
a tanner here, fome time ago, who, for a while, car-
ried every thing before him. He cenfured {o loudly
what others had done, and talked {o big of what
might be performed, that he was fent out at laft to
make good his words, and to curry the enemy inftead
of his leather *. You will imagine, perhaps, that he
was prefled for a recruit ; no;-—he was fent to com-

“ mand the army. They are indeed feldom long of one

mind, except in their readinefs to harafs their neigh-
bours. They go out in bodies, and rob, pillage, and

- hai o1 v L 4 -
murder where-ever they come.” So far may we fup-

pofe our traveller to have written ; and upon a recollec-
tion of the reputation which thofe nations have acquired

* Thueydides, lib, 3-——Ariflophanes.
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at a diftance, he might have added, perhaps, * That he
“ could not underftand how {fcholars, fine gentlemen,
and even women, fhould combine to admire a people,

who fo little refemble themielves.”

To form a judgement of the chara@er from which
they acted in the field, and in their competitions with
neighbouring narions, we muft obferve them at home.
They were bold and fearlefs in their civil diffenfions ;
ready to proceed to extremities, and to carry their de-
bates to the decifion of force. Individuals ftood dif-
tinguithed by their perfonal {pirit and vigour, not by
the valuation of their eftates, or the rank of their birth.
They had a perfonal elevation founded on the fenfe of c-
quality, not of precedence. The general of one cam-
paign was, during the next, a private foldier, and fer-
ved in the ranks. They were {olicitous to acquire bodi-
ly {trength ; becaufe, in the ufe of their weapons, battles
were a trial of the foldier’s firength, as well as of the lead-
er's conduct. The remains of their ftatuary, thews a
manly grace, an air of fimplicity and eafe, which being
frequent in nature, were familiar to the artift. The
mind, perhaps, borrowed a confidence and force, from
the vigour and addreis of the body ; their eloquence and
ftyle bore a refemblance to the carriage of the perfon.
The underftanding was chiefly cultivated in the practice
of affairs. The moft JCii"LCquIJJL perfonages were obliged
to mix with the croud, and derived their degree uf a-
{cendency, only from their condué, their eloquence,
and perfonal vigour, They had no forms of expreffion,

to
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to mark a ceremonious and guarded refpet. Invedive
proceeded torailing, and the groffeft terms were often em-
ployed by the moft admired and accomplifhed orators.
Quarrelling had no rules but the immediate diQates of
paflion, which ended in words of reproach, in violence,
and blows. They fortunately went always unarmed ;
and to wear a fword in times of peace, was among them
the mark of a barbarian. When they took arms in the
divifions of faction, the prevailing party fupported itfelf
by expelling their opponents, by profcriptions, and
bloodfhed. The ufurper endeavoured to maintain his
[tation by the moft violent and prompt executions. He
was oppofed, in his turn, by conipiracies and aflaflina-
tions, in which the moft refpe@able citizens were ready
to ufe the dagger.

SvcH was the character of their fpirit, in its occafio-
nal ferments at home; and it burft commonly with a
fuitable violence and force, againfl their foreign rivals
and enemies. The amiable plea of humanity was little
regarded by them in the operations of war. Cities were
razed, or inflaved; the captive {old, mutilated, or con-
demned to die.

WHEN viewed on this fide, the ancient nations have
but a forry plea for efteem with the inhabitants of mo-
dern Europe, who profefs to carry the civilities of peace
into the practice of war; and who value the praife of in=~
difcriminate lenity at a higher rate than even that of mi~
litary prowefs, or the love of their coun try. And yet

they
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they have, in other refpeéts, merited and obtained our
praife. Their ardent attachment to their country ; their
contempt of fuffering, and of death, in its caufe; their
manly apprehenfions of perfonal independence, which
rendered every individual, even undertottering eftablifh-
ments, and imperfect laws, the guardian of freedom to his
fellow-citizens ; their adtivity of mind; in fhort, their

penetration, the ability of their condu@, and force of

their {pirit, have gained them the firft rank among na-
tions.

Ir their animofities were great, their affeions were
proportionate: they, perhaps, loved, where we only
pity ; and were ftern and inexorable, where we are not
merciful, but only irrefolute. ~After all, the merit of a
man is determined by his candour and generofity to his
affociates, by his zeal for national obje@s, and by
his vigour in maintnining political rights; not by
moderation alone, which proceeds frequently from in-
difference to national and public interefts, and which
ferves to relax the nerves on which the force of a pri-
vate as well as a public characer depends.

WHEN under the Macedonian and the Roman mo-
narchies, a nation came to be confidered as the eftate of
a prince, and the inhabitants of a province to be regard-
ed as a lucrative property, the poffeflion of territory, not
the deftru®ion of its people, became the obje of con-
queft. The pacific citizen had little concern in the
quarrels of fovereigns ; the violence of the foldier was
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reftrained by difcipline. He fought, becaufe he was
taught to carry arms, and to obey: he fometimes fhed
unneceflary blood in the ardour of victory; but, except
in the cafe of civil wars, had no paflions to excite his a-
nimofity beyond the field and the day of battle. Leaders
judged of the objedts of an enterprife, and they arrefted
the {word when thefe were obtained.

IN the modern nations of Europe, where extent of
territory admits of a diflinction between the ftate and its
{ubjets, we are accuftomed to think of the individual
with compaflion, feldom of the public with zeal. We
have improved oni the laws of war, and on the lenitives
which have been devifed to foften its rigours; we have
mingled politenefs with the ufe of the fword; we
have learned to make war under the ftipulations of trea-
ties and cartels, and truft to the faith of an enemy whofe
ruin we meditate. Glory is more fuccefsfully obtained
by faving and protecting, than by deftroying the van-
quifhed : and the moft amiable of all objeéts is, in ap-
pearance, attained ; the employing of force, only for the
obtaining of juftice, and for the prefervation of national
rights.

Turs is, perhaps, the principal charadleriftic, on
which, among modern nations, we beftow the epithets of
civihized or of polifbed. But we have feen, that it did
not accompany the progrefs of arts among the Greeks,
nor keep pace with the advancement of policy, litera-
ture, and philofophy., It did not await the returns of

£

learning and politenefs among the moderns; it was

found
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found in early periods of our hiftory, and diftinguifhed,
perhaps, more than at prefent, the manners of ages o-
therwife rude and undifciplined. A King of France,
prifoner in the hands of his enemies, was treated, about
four hundred years ago, with as much diftin&ion and
courtefy, as a crowned head, in the like circumf{lances,
could poffibly expect in this age of politenefs *, The
Prince of Conde, defeated and taken in the battle of
Dreux, flept at night in the fame bed with his enemy
the Duke of Guife .

Ir the moral of popular traditions, and the tafte of
fabulous legends, which are the producion or entertain-
ment of particular ages, are likewife fure indications of
their notions and characters, we may prefume, that the
foundation of what is now held to be the law of war,
and of nations, was laid in the manners of Europe, to-
gether with the fentiments which are exprefled in the
tales of chivalry, and of gallantry. Our fyftem of war
differs not more from that of the Greeks, than the fa-
vourite charadters of our early romance differed from
thofe of the Iliad, and of every ancient poem. The he-
ro of the Greek fable, endued with fuperior force,
courage, and addrefs, takes every advantage of an ene-
my, to kill with fafety to himfelf; and acuated by a
defire of {poil, or by a principle of revenge, is never
ftayed in his progrefs by interruptions of remorfe or com-

* Hume's Hiflory of England.
4+ Dayila,

Qq 2 paflion.

g ¥



203 Of the Manners of PartIV.

paflion. Homer, who, of all poets, knew beft how to
exhibit the emotions of a vehement affe¢tion, feldom at-
tempts to excite commiferation. Hector falls unpitied,
and his body is infulted by every Greek.

Ovr modern fable, or romance, on the contrary, ge-
nerally couples an objeét of pity, weak, opprefled, and
defencelefs, with an objeét of admiration, brave, gene-
rous, and victorious; or fends the hero abroad in fearch
of mere danger, and of occafions to prove his valour.
Charged with the maxims of a refined courtefy, to be
obferved even towards an enemy; and of a {crupulous
honour, which will not fuffer him to take any advanta-
ges by artifice or furprife; indifferent to fpoil, he con=
tends only for renown, and employs his valour to refcue
the diftrefled, and to protect the innocent. If victorious,
he is made to rife above nature as much in his genero~
fity and gentlenefs, as in his military prowefs and va-
lour.

IT may be difficult, upon ftating this contraft between
the {yitem of ancient and modern fable, to aflign, a-
mong nations equally rude, equally addited to war,
and equally fond of military glory, the origin of appre-
henfions on the point of honour, fo different, and fo op-
pofite. ~ The hero of Greek poetry proceeds on the
maxims of animofity and hoftile pafion. His maxims in
war are like thofe which prevail in the woods of Ame-
rica. 'They require him to be brave, but they allow
him to pradlife againft his enemy every fort of deception,

The
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The hero of modern romance profefles a contempt of | !

ftratagem, as well as of danger, and unites in the fame
perfon, characters and difpofitions feemingly oppofite ;
ferocity with gentlenefs, and the love of blood with fen-~
timents of tendernefs and pity.

THE f{yftem of chivalry, when completely formed,

: A £l
procecded on a marvellous refpe@t and veneration to s
the fair fex, on forms of combat eftablithed, and on fy At 8

a fuppofed junction of the heroic and fanétified cha-
racter. The formalities of the duel, and a kind of ju-
dicial challenge, were known among the ancient Celtic o all
nations of Europe. The Germans, even in their native i o
forefts, paid a kind of devotion to the female {fex. The il 98
Chriftian religion injoined meeknefs and compaflion to
barbarous ages. Thefe different principles combined to-
gether, may have ferved as the foundation of a fyftem,

in which courage was directed by religion and love, and i i
the warlike and gentle were united together. When the W
characters of the hero and the faint were mixed, the i
mild {pirit of Chriftianity, though often turned into ve- _
nom by the bigotry of oppofite parties, though it could |::gﬂ”E
not always fubdue the ferocity of the warrior, nor fup- |
prefs the admiration of courage and force, may have ,
eonfirmed the apprehenfions of men in what was to be " " il ‘H
held meritorious and fplendid in the condu@ of their Bl e
quarrels. ! i ey
Il-n I[ll

[In the early and traditionary hiftory of the Greeks éf:_ |.
and the Romans, rapes were afligned as the moft fre-
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quent occafions of war; and the fexes were, no doubt,
at all times, equally important to each other. The en-
thufiafm of love is moft powerful in the neighbourhood
of Afia and Africa; and beauty, as a pofleflion, was pro-
bably more valued by the countrymen of Homer, than
1t was by thofe of Amadis de Gaul, or by the authors of
modern gallantry. “ What wonder,” fays the old Priam,
when Helen appeared, * that nations thould contend for
“ the poffeflion of fo much beauty !” This beauty, in-
deed, was poflefled by different lovers; a fubje@ on
which the modern hero had many refinements, and
feemed to foar in the clouds. He adored at a refpedful
diftance, and employed his valour to captivate the admi-
ration, not to gain the pofleflion of his miftrefs. A cold
and unconquerable chaftity was fet up, as an idol to be
worthipped, in the toils, the fufferings, and the combats
of the hero and the lover.

THE feudal eftablifhments, by the high rank to which
they clevated certain families, no doubt greatly favour-
ed this romantic fyftem. Not only the luftre of a noble
defcent, but the {tately caftle befet with battlements and
towers, ferved to inflame the imagination, and create a
veneration for the daughter and the fifter of gallant
chiefs, whofe point of honour it was to be inacceflible
and chafte, and who could perceive no merit but that of
the high-minded and the brave, nor be approached in a-
sy other accents than thofe of gentlenefs and refpect.

WHAT
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WHAT was originally fingular in thefe appre-
henfions, was, by the writer of romance, turned to

extravagance; and under the title of chivalry was of-

fered a model of condué, even in common affairs: the
fortunes of nations were directed by gallantry; and hu-
man life, on its greateft occafions, became a fcene of
affectation and folly. Warriors went forth to realize the
legends they had ftudied; princes and leaders of armies
dedicated their moft ferious exploits to a real or to a fan~-
cied miftrefs.

BuT whatever was the origin of notions, often fo lof-
ty and {o ridiculous, we cannot doubt of their lafting
effects on our manners. 'The point of honour, the pre-
valence of gallantry in our converfations, and on our
theatres, many of the opinions which the vulgar ap-
ply even to the conduét of war; their notion, that the
leader of an army, being offered battle upon equal
terms, is difhonoured by declining it, are undoubtedly
remains of this antiquated fyftem: and chivalry, uni-
ting with the genius of our policy, has probably fuggeft-
ed thofe peculiarities in the law of nations, by which

1oclern ftates are diftinguithed from the ancient. And
f‘ our rule in meafuring degrees of politenefs and civili-

zation is to be taken from hence, or from the advance-
ment of commercial arts, we fhall be found to have
greatly excelled any of the celebrated nations of antiqui-
ty.

PART

bk I|
b | .

(i1

;I-Ial | s

it
. ,;:;:
Mg th1 (

J'u'iﬁ

-1

Wil B

il
4n:|l| ;

it |'i"::'l' s
i '”i

‘

i

Sk



312 Of fuppofed National Eminence, and  Part'V,

PART FIFTH.

Of the Decline of Nations.

SR ddb bbb b P b SR SR SRR bbb b P bR RS B b2
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Of fuppofed National Eminence, and of the Viciffitudes of
Huyman Affairs.

O nation is fo unfortunate as to think itfelf infe-
N rior to the reft of mankind : few are even willing

to put up with the claim to equality. The greater
part having chofen themfelves, as at once, the judges and
the models of what is excellent in their kind, are firft in
their own opinion, and give to others confideration or emi-
nence, fo far only as they approach to their own condi-
tion. One nation is vain of the perfonal charaer, or
of the learning, of a few of its members; another, of its
policy, its wealth, its tradefmen, its gardens, and its
buildings ; and they who have nothing to boaft, are
vain, becaufe they are ignorant. The Ruflians, before

the reign of Peter the Great, thought themfelves poflef~
fed
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fed of every national honour, and held the Nemet, or
dumb nations, (the namé which they beftowed on their
weltern neighbours of Europe), in a proportional de egree
of contempt *. The map of the world, in China, was a
fquare plate, the greater part of which was occupied by
the provinces of this great empire, leaving on its fkirts
a few obfcure corners, into which the wretched remain-
der of mankind were fuppofed to be driven. “ If you

have not the ufe of our letters, nor the knowledge of

“ our books,” faid the learned Chinefe to the European

miﬂionary, " what literature, or what fcience, can you

‘ have "

THE term polifbed, if we may judge from its etymo-
logy, originally referred to the ftate of nations in refpect
to their laws and government. In its later applications,
it refers no lefs to their proficiency in the liberal and me-
chanical arts, in literature, and in commerce. But
whatever may be its application, it appears, that if there
were a name ftill more refpetable than this, every na-
tion, even the moft barbarous, or the moft corrupted,
would affume it; and beftow its reverfe where they con-
ceived a diflike, or apprehended a difference. The names
of alien, or foreigner, are feldom pronounced without
fome degree of intended reproach. That of barbarian,
in ufe mth one arrogant people, and that of genteel,

* Strablenberg,
¥ Gemelli Carceri.
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with another, only ferved to diftinguith the firanger,
whofe language and pedigree differed from theirs.

Fvex whete we pretend to found our opiiions on rea-
fon, and to juftify our preference of one nation to ano-
ther, we frequently beftow our efteem 'on circumitances
which do not relate to national characer, and which
have little tendency to promote the welfare of mankind.
Conqueft, or great extent of territory, however peopled,
and great wealth, however diftributed or employed, are
titles upon which we indulge our own, and the vanity
of other nations, as we do that of private men on the
fcore of their fortunes and honours. We even fome-
times contend, whofe capital is the moft overgrown;
whofe king has the moft abfolute power; and at whole
court the bread of the fubject is confumed in the moft
fenfelefs riot. Thefe indeed are the notions of vulgar
minds; but it is impoflible to determine, how far the
notions of vulgar minds may lead mankind.

THERE have certainly been very few cxamples of
ftates, who have, by arts or policy, improved the origi-
nal difpofitions of human nature, or endeavoured, by
wife and effectual precautions, to prevent its corruption.
Affetion, and force of mind, which are the band and
the ftrength of communities, were the infpiration of
God, and original attributes in the nature of man. The
wifeft policy of nations, except in a very few inftances,
has tended, we may fufpe@, rather to maintain the
peace of fociety, and to reprefs the external effecls of bad

paflions,
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paflions, than to firengthen the difpofition of the heart
itfelf to juftice and goodnefs, It has tended, by intro-

ducing a variety of arts, to exercife the ingenuity of

men, nml by engaging them in a jvariety of purfuits, in-
quiries, and ftudies, to inform, but frequently to cor-
rupt the mind. Tt has tended to furnifth matter of dif-
tinction and vanity ; and by incumbering the individual
with new fubjects of perfonal care, to fubftitute the an-
xtety he entertains for himfelf, inftead of the confidence
and the afleGtion he thould entertain for his fellow-
creatures.

WaETHER this {ufpicion be juft or no, we are come
to point at circumftances tending to verify, or to difprove
it : and if to underftand the real felicity of nations be
of importance, it is certainly {o likewife, to know what
are thofe weaknelles, and thofe vices, by which men
not only mar this felicity, but in one age forfeit all the
external advantages they had "a.ulcd in a former.

THE wealth, the aggrandizement and power of na-

tions, are commonly the effe@s of virtue; the lofs of

thefe advantages, 1s often a confequence of vice,

WERE we to {fuppofe men to have fucceede

difcovery and application of every art by

are preferved, and governed ; to have atrain _

e admired efta-
blithments and advantages of a civilized and fAourifh-
ing people; the fubfequent part of their hiftory, contain-

forts of wifdom and magnanimity, the
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ing, according to vulgar apprehenfion, a full difplay of
thofe fruits in maturity, of which they had till then carried
only the bloflom, and the firlt formation,thould, {till more
than the former, merit our attention, and excite our
acuniration.

THE event, however, has not correfponded to: this
expeGtation, 'The virtues of men have thone moft du-
ring their ftruggles, not after the attainment of their
ends. Thofe ends themielves, though attained by vir-
tue, are frequently the caufes of corruption and vice.
Mankind, in afpiring to national felicity, have fubititu-
ted arts which increafe their riches, inftead of thofe which
improve their nature. 'They have entertained admira-
tion of themfelves, under the titles of ciwvilized and of
polifbed, where they fhould have been affeCted with
{hame; and even where they have for a while acted on
maxims tending to raife, to invigorate, and to preferve
the national charaéter, they have, fooneror later, been di-
verted from their obje@, and fallen a prey to misfortune,
or to the neglects which profperity itfelf had encoura-

gr:d.

War, which furnifhes mankind with a principal oc-
cupation of their reftlefs {pirit, ferves, by the variety of
its events, to diverfify their fortunes. While it opens.
vo one tribe or fociety, the way to eminence, and leads
to dominion, it brings another to fubjection, and clofes
the fcene of their national efforts. 'The celebrated rival-
thip of Carthage and Rome was, in yoth parties, the

: natural
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natural exercife of an ambitious {pirit, impatient of op-
pofition, or even of equality. 'The condué& and the
fortune of leaders, held the balance for fome time in
fufpenfe ; but to whichever fide it had inclined, a great

nation was to fall; a feat of empire, and of policy, was
to be removed from its place; and it was then to be de-
termined, whether the Syriac or the Latin thould contain

the erudition that was, in future ages, to-occupy the ftu—

dies of the learned.

StaTEs have been thus conquered from abroad, be-

fore they gave any figns of internal decay, even in the

midit of profperity, and in the period of their greateft

ardour for national objects. Athens, in the height of
her ambition, and of her glory, received a fatal wound,
in ftriving to extend her maritime power beyond 111:.-:
Grecian feas. And nations of every defcription, for-
midable by their rude ferocity, relpefled for cheir difei-
pline and military experience, when advancing, as well
as when declining, in their ﬂfcngth, fell a prey, by turns,
to the ambition and arrogant fpirit of the Romans.
Such examples may excite and alarm the jealoufy and
caution of ftates; the prefence of fimilar dangers may exer-
cife the talents of politicians and ftatefmen; but mere re-
verfes of fortune are the common materials of * hiftory,
and muft long fince have ceafed to create our furprife.

Dip we find, that nations advancing from {mall be-
ginnings, and arrived at the pofleffion of arts which
lead to dominion, became fecure of their advantages, in-

3 proportion
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proportion as they were qualified to gain them; that
they proceeded in a courfe of uninterrupted felicity, till
they were broke by external calamities; and that they
retained their force, till a more fortunate or vigorous
power arofe to deprefs them ; the fubject in {peculation
could not be attended with many difficulties, nor give
rile to many refleftions. But when we obferve among
nations a kind of {pontaneous return to obfcurity and
weaknefs ; when, in {pite of perpetual admonitions of
the danger they run, they fuffer themfelves to be fub-
dued, in one period, by powers which could not
have entered into competition with them in a former,
and by forces which they had often bafled and defpifed ;
the fubject becomes more curious, and its explanation
more difficult.

Tue fadtitfelf is known in a variety of different ex-
amples. The empire of Afia was, more than once, trans-
ferred from the greater to the inferior power. The ftates
of Greece, once fo warlike, felt a relaxation of their vi-
gour, and yielded the afcendant they had difputed with
the monarchs of the eaft, to the forces of an obfeure
principality, become formidable in a few years, and
raifed to eminence under the conduét of a fingle man,
The Roman empire, which ftood alone for ages; which
had brought every rival under fubjetion, and {aw no
power from whom a competition could be feared, funk
at laft before an artlefs and contemptible enemy. Aban-
doned to inroad, to pillage, and at laft to conqueft, on
her frontier, fhe decayed inall her extremities, and thrunk

OIX
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on every fide. Her territory was difinembered, and
whole provinces gave way, like branches fallen down
with age, not violently torn by fuperior force. The
{piric with which Marius had baflled and repelled the
attacks of barbarians in a formerage, the civil and military
force with which the conful and his legions had extended

& " w o n n I
this empire, were now no more, The Roman greatnefs, L i |
doomed to fink as it rofe, by flow degrees, was impaired o bt 1= T
. - - . “ 1] f .l i
in every encounter. It was reduced to its original di- \ {1

menfions, within the compals of a fingle city ; and de-
i B bk
pending for its prefervation on the fortune of a hege, it

was extinguithed at a blow; and the brand, which had e g

filled the world with its flames, funk like a taper in the I

focket, i "_i-;“ﬂ:
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SUcH appearances have given rife to a general appre-
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henfion, that the progrefs of focieties to what we call i
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the heights of national greatnefs, is not more natural, bt ol 7

than their return to weaknefs and obfeurity is neceflary vl

and unavoidable. The images of youth, and of old il '
age, are applied to nations; and communities, like iy -
fingle men, are fuppofed to have a period of life, and a i;;iﬂ!!l],i '
length of thread, which is {fpun by the fates in one part i s
uniform and ftrong, in another weakened and fhatter- 4 Gl i
ed by ufe; to be cut, when the deftined ara is come, and ' ‘T‘fi

to make way for a renewal of the emblem in the cafe of il :|u“l‘|.111
thofe who arife in fucceflion. Carthage, being {o much M.i:[ lfm >
older than Rome, had felt her decay, fays Polybius, {fo b [14 N
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THE image indeed is appofite, and the hiftory of
mankind renders the application familiar. But it muft be
obvious, that the cafe of nations, and that of individuals,
are very different. The human frame has a general courfe;
it has, in every individual, a frail contexture, and
2 limited duration; it is worn by exercife, and exhaufted
by a repetition of its functions : But in a fociety, whofe
conftituent members are renewed in every generation,
where the race feems to enjoy perpetual youth, and accu-
mulating advantages, we cannot, by any parity of rea-
fon, expect to find imbecilities connected with mere age
and length of days.

THE fubjeét is not new, 'and refletions will croud up-
on every reader. The notions, in the mean time, which
we entertain, even in {peculation, upon a fubjeét fo im-
portant, cannot be entirely fruitlefs to mankind; and
however little the labours of the fpeculative may influ-
ence the conduct of men, one of the moft pardonable
errors a writer can commit, 1s to believe that he 1s about
to do a great deal of good. But leaving the care of ef-
fects to others, we proceed to confider the grounds of in-
conftancy among mankind, the fources of internal decay,
and the ruinous corruptions to which nations are liable,
in the fuppofed condition of accomplithed civility.

S'EGT.
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<o L S I 1I.

Of the Temporary Efforts and Relaxations of the Nationai
Spirit.

Rom what we have already obferved on the gencral
characteriftics of human nature, it has appeared,

that man is not made for repofe. In him, cvery ami-
able and refpetable quality is an a&ive power, and every
fubje of commendation an effort. If his errors and
his crimes are the movements of an adive being, his
virtues and his happinefs confift likewife in the employ-
ment of his mind; and all the luftre which he cafts a-
round him, to captivate or engage the attention of his
fellow-creatures, like the flame of a meteor, {hines only
while his motion continues: the moments of reft and of
obfcurity are the fame. We know, that the tafks aflign-
ed him frequently may exceed, as well as come fhort of
his powers; that he may be agitated too much, as well
as too little; but cannot afcertain a precife medium be-
tween the fitnations in which he would be harafled, and
thofe in which he would fall into languor. We know,
that he may be employed on a great variety of fubjeds,
which occupy different paflions; and that, in confequence
of habit, he becomes reconciled to very different fcenes.
general 1s, that whatever be the

All we can determine in
5 1 fubjects
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fubjects with which he i1s engaged, the frame of his na-
ture requires him to be occupied, and his happinefs re-
quires him to be juft.

WE are now to inquire, why nations ceafe to be em:-
nent ; and why focieties which have drawn the attention
of mankind by great examples of magnanimity, con-
du@, and national fuccefs, thould fink from the height
of their honours, and yield, in one age, the palm which
they had won in a former. Many reafons will proba-
bly occur. One may be taken from the ficklenefs and
mconflancy of mankind, who become tired of their pur-
fuits and exertions, even while the occafions that gave
rife to thofe purfuits, in fome meafure continue: Ano-
ther, from the change of fituations, and the removal
of objects which ferved to excite their {pirit.

Tue public fafety, and the relative interefts of {tates;
political eftablifhments, the pretenfions of party, com-
merce, and arts, are fubjets which engage the attention
of nations. The advantages gained-in fome of thefe
particulars, determine the degree of national profperiry.,
The ardour and vigour with which they are at any one
time purfued, is the meafure of a national {pirit. When
thofe objeéts ceafe to animate, nations may be faid to
languifh ; when they are during any confiderable time
negle@ed, ftates muft decline, and their people degene-
rate.

Ix
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[N the moft forward, enterprifing, inventive, and in-
duftrious nations, this fpirit is flutuating; and they
who continue longeft to gain advantages, or to preferve
them, have periods of remiflnefs, as well as of ardour.
The defire of public fafety, is, at all times, a powerful
motive of condu@; but it operates moft, when combi-
ned with occafional paflions, when provocations in-
flame, when fuccefles encourage, or mortifications exa-
{perate.

A whole people, like the individuals of whom they are
compofed, a¢t under the influence of temporary hu-
mours, fanguine hopes, or vehement animofities. They
are difpofed, at one time, to enter on national ftruggles
with vehemence; at another, to drop them from mere
laflitude and difguft. In their civil debates and conten-
tions at home, they are occafionally ardent or remifs.
Epidemical paflions arife or {fubfile, on trivial, as well
as important, grounds. Parties are ready, at one time,
to take their names, and the pretence of their oppo-
fitions, from mere caprice or accident; at another time,
they fuffer the moft ferious occafions to pafs in filence.
If a vein of literary genius be cafually opened, or a new
fubject of difquifition be ftarted, real or pretended difco-
veries fuddenly multiply, and every converfation is in-
quifitive and animated. If a new fource of wealth be
tound, or a profpect of conqueft be offered, the imagina-
tions of men are inflamed, and whole quarters of the
globe are fuddenly engaged in ruinous or in fuccefsful
adventures.
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CouvLp we recall the {pirit that was exerted, or enter
into the views that were entertained, by our anceftors,
when they burft, like a deluge, from their ancient fears,
and poured into the Roman empire, we fhould probably,
after their firflt fuccefles, at leaft, find a ferment in the
minds of men, for which no attempt was too arduous,
no difficulties infurmountable.

TuEe fubfequent ages of enterprife in Europe, were
thofe in which the alarm of enthufiafm was rung, and
the followers of the crofs invaded the Eaft, to plunder a
country, and to recover a fepulchre ; thofe in which
the people in different ftates contended for freedom, and
affaulted the fabric of civil or religious ufurpation ;
that in which having found means to crofs the Atlan-
tic, and to double the cape of Good Hope, the inhabi-
tants of one half the world were let loofe on the other,
and parties from every quarter, wading in blood, and at
the expence of every crime, and of every danger, traver-
fed the earth in fearch of gold.

EveN the weak and the remifs are roufed to enterprife,
by the contagion of fuch remarkable ages; and ftates
which have not in their form the principles of a conti-
nued exertion, either favourable or adverfe to the wel-
fare of mankind, may have paroxyfms of ardour, and a
temporary appearance of national vigour. In the cafe of
fuch nations, indeed, the returns of moderation are but
a relapie to obfcurity, and the prefumption of one age
1s turned to deje@tion in that which fucceeds.

Buw
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But in the cafe of flates that are fortunate in their
domeftic policy, even madnefs itfelf may, in the refult
of violent convulfions, fubfide into wifdom; and a
people return to their ordinary mood, cured of their
tollies, and wifer by experience : or, with talents impro-
ved, in conducting the very {cenes which frenzy had o-
pened, they may then appear beflt qualified to purfue
with fuccefs the ohje& of nations. Like the ancient
republics, 1mmediately after {ome alarming fedition, or
like the kingdom of Great Britain, at the clofe of its ci-
vil wars, they retain the fpirit of activity, which was re-
cently awakened,and are equally vigorous in every purfuit,
whether of policy, learning, or arts. From having appear-
ed on the brink of ruin, they pafs to the greateft profpe-
rity.

MEN engage in purfuits with degrees of ardour not
proportioned to the importance of their obje. When
they are {tated in oppofition, or joined in confederacy,
they only wilh for pretences to ac. They forget, in the
heat of their animofities, the fubject of their controverf{y ;
or they feek, in their formal reafonings concerning it,
only a difguife for their paflions. When the heart is in=
flamed, no confideration can reprefs its ardour; when
its fervour fubfides, no reafoning can excite, and no elo-
quence awaken, its former emotions,

THE continuance of emulation among ftates, muft
depend on the degree of equality by which their forces
are balanced ; or on the incentives by which either par-
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ty, or all, are urged to continue their ftruggles. Long
intermiflions of war, fuffer, equally in every period of ci-
vil fociety, the military {pirit to languifh. The reduc-
tion of Athens by Lyfander, ftruck a fatal blow at the
inticutions of Lycurgus; and the quict polleflion of Ita-
ly, happily, perhaps, for mankind, had almoft put an
end to the military progrefs of the Romans, After fome
years of repofe, Hannibal found Italy unprepared for his
onfet, and the Romans in a difpofition likely to drop, on
the banks of the Po, that martial ambition, which, be-
ing roufed by the fenfe of a new danger, afterwards
carried them to the Euphrates and the Rhine.

STaTEs even diftinguifthed for military - prowefs,
fometimes lay down their arms from laflitude, and are
weary of fruitlefs contentions: but if they maintain
the ftation of independent communities, they will have
frequent occafions to recall, and exert their vigour. Even
under popular governments, men fometimes drop the
confideration of their political rights, and appear at
times remifs or fupine; but if they have referved the
power to defend themfelves, the intermiflion of its exer-
cife cannot be of long duration. Political rights, when
neglected, are always invaded ; and alarms from this
quarter muft frequently come to renew the attention of
parties. The love of learning, and of arts, may change its
purfuits, or droop for a feafon; but while men are poi-
feflfed of freedom, and while the exercifes of ingenuity
are not fuperfeded, the public may proceed, at different

times,
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times, with unequal fervour; but its progrefs is feldom
altogether difcontinued, or the advantages gained in
one age are feldom entirely loft to the following.

Ir we would find the caufes of final corruption, we
muit examine thofe revolutions of flate that remove or
with-hold the objects of every ingenious ftudy, or libe-
ral purfuit; that deprive the citizen of occafions to aét
as the member of a public; that crufh his {pirit; that
debafe his fentiments, and difqualify his mind for af-
fairs.
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R AR & T b IIL.

Of Relaxations in the National Spirit incident to Polifbed
Nations.

MproOVING nations, in the courfe of their advance-
ment, have to ftruggle with foreign epemies, to
whom they bear an extreme animofity, and with whom,
in many conflicts, they contend for their exiftence as a
people. In certain periods too, they feel in their dome-
ftic policy inconveniencies and grievances, which beget
an eager impatience; and they apprehend reformations
and new eftablithments, from which they have fanguine
hopes of national happinefs. In early ages, every art is
imperfe@, and fufceptible of many improvements. The
firft principles of every fcience are yet fecrets to be difco-
vered, and to be fucceflively publithed with applaufe
and triumph.

WE may fancy to ourfelves, that in ages of progrefs,
the human race, like fcouts gone abroad on the difcove-
ry of fertile Jands, having the world open before them,
are prefented at every f{tep with the appearance of novel-
ty. They enter on every new ground with expetation
and joy: They engage in every enterprife with the ar-
dour of men, who believe they are going to arrive at

national
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national felicity, and permanent glory; and forget paft
difappointments amidft the hopes of future fuccefs. From
mere ignerance, rude minds are intoxicated with every
paffion; and partial to their own condition, and to their
own purfuits, they think that every {cene is inferior to
that in which they are placed. Roufed alike by fuccefs,
and by misfortune, they are {anguine, ardent, and pre-
cipitant; and leave to the more knowing ages which
fucceed them, monuments of imperfe@t fkill, and
of rude execution in every art; bur they leave likewife
the marks of a vigorous and ardent {pirit, which their
fucceflors are not always qualified to fuftain, or to imi-
tate.

THIs may be admitted, perhaps, as a fair defcription of
profperous focieties, at leaft during certain pertods of their
progrefs. The {pirit with which they advance may be un-
equal, in different ages, and may have its paroxy{ms, and
intermiffions, arifing from the inconflancy of human paf-
fions, and from the cafual appearance or removal of occa-
fions that excite them. But does this {pirit, which fora time
continues to carry on the project of civil and commer-
cial arts, find a natural paufe in the termination of its
own purfuits ! May the bufinefs of civil fociety be ac-
complifhed, and may the occafion of farther exertion be re-
moved ! Do continued difappointments reduce {angnine
hopes, and familiarity with objeéts blunt the edge of no-
velty? Does experience itfelf cool the ardour of the mind ?
May the fociety be again compared to the individual ?
And may it be fufpecied, althongh the vigour of a na-
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tion, like that of a natural body, doezs not wafte by 2
phyfical decay, that yet it may ficken for want of ex-
ercile, and die in the clofe of its own exertions! May
focietizs, 1n the completion of all their defigns, like men
in years, who difregard the amufements, and are in-
{fenfible to the paflions, of youth, become cold and in-
different to obje@s that ufed to animate in a ruder age !
And may a polithed community be compared to a man,
who having executed his plan, built his houfe, and made
his fectlement; who having, in fhort, exhaufted the
charms of every fubjec, and wafted all his ardour,
finks into langunor and liftlefs indifference ! If fo, we
have found at leaft another fimile to our purpofe. But
it is probable, that here too, the refemblance is imper-
fect; and the inference that would follow, like that of
moft arguments drawn from analogy, tends rather to a-
mufe the fancy, than to give any real information on
the fubject to which it refers.

THe materials of human art are never entirely ex-
haunfted, and the applications of induftry are never at an
end. The nartional ardour is not, at any particular time,
proportioned to the occafion there is for a@ivity ; nor
curiofity, to the extent of fubject that remains to be ftu-
died.

Tue ignorant and the artlefs, to whom obje@s of
{cience are new, and who are worft furnithed with the
conveniencies of life, inftead of being more adive, and
more curious, are commonly more quiefcent, and lefs in-

quifitive,
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quifitive, than the knowing and the polithed. When
we compare the particulars which occupy mankind
in their rude and in their polifhed condition, they
will be found greatly multiplied and enlarged in the
laft. The queftions we have put, however, deferve to
be anfwered ; and if, in the advanced ages of fociety,
we do not find the objecs of human purfuit removed,
or greatly diminithed, we may find thein at lealt chan-
ged; and in eftimating the national {pirit, we may find
a negligence n one part, but ill compenfated by the
growing attention which is paid to another.

[T is true, 1n general, thatin all our purfuits, there is
a termination of trouble, and a point of repofe to which
we alpire.  We would remove this inconvenience, or
gain thatadvantage, that our labours may ceafe. When
I have conquered Italy and Sicily, fay Pyrrhus, I {hall
then enjoy my repofe. This termination is propefed in
our national as well as in our perfonal exertions: and in
{pite of frequent experience to the contrary, is confider-
ed at a diftance as the height of felicity. But nature
has wifely, in moft particulars, bafiled our project ; and
placed no where within our reach this vifionary blef-
fing of ablolute eafe.: The atrainment of one end is but
the beginning of a new purfuit; and the difcos ery - of
one art 1s but a !l‘nr‘(':".f;-:,‘.;:,’aii‘i-:m of the thread by which we
are -conducted to further inquiries, and only hope to

efcape from the labyrinth.
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AMoxG the occupations that may be enumerated, as
tending to exercife the invention, and to cultivate the ta~
lents of men, are thé purfuits of accommodation and
wealth, including all the different contrivances which
ferve to increafe manufatures, and to perfect the mecha-
nical arts. But it muft be owned, that as the materials
of commerce may continue to be accumulated without
any determinaté limit, fo the arts which are applied to
improve them, may admit of perpetual refinements. No
meafure of fortune, or degree of fkill, is found to dimi-
nith the fuppofed neceflities of human life ; refinement
and plenty fofter new defires, while they furnifh the
means, or practife the methods, to gratify them.

I~ the refult of commercial arts, inequalities of for-
tune are greatly increafed, and the majority of every
people are obliged by neceflity, or at leaft ftrongly in-
cited by ambition and avarice, to employ every talent
they poffefs. After a hiftory of fome thoufand years
employed in manufacture and commerce, the inhabi-
tants of China are ftill the moft laborious and mdufiri-
ous of any people on the furface of the earth.

SomEe part of this obfervation may be extended to the
elegant and literary arts. They too have their mate-
rials, which cannot be exhaufted, and proceed from de-
fires which cannot be fatiated. But the refpect paid to lite~
rary merit is fluctuating, and matter of tranfient fafhion.

When learned produdtions accumulate, the acquifition
of
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of knowledge occupies the time that might be beftowed
on invention. The object of mere learning is attained
with moderate or inferior talents, and the growing lifl
of pretenders diminifhes the luftre of the few who are e-
minent. When we only mean to learn what others have
taught, it is probable, that even our knowledge will be
lefs than that of our mafters, Great names continue to
be repeated with admiration, after we have ceafed to ex-
amine the foundations of our praife; and new pre-
tenders are rejected, not becaufe they fall thort of their
predeceflors, but becaufe they do not excel them; or
becaufe, in reality, we have, without examination, taken
for granted the merit of the firft, and cannot judge of
either.

ArTER libraries are furnifthed, and every path of in-
genuity is occupied, we are, in proportion to cur admi-
ration of what is already done, prepoflefled againt far-
ther attempts. We become fludents and admirers, in-
{tead of rivals; and fubftitute the knowledge of books,
inftead of the inquifitive or animated {pirit in which

they were written.

TuE commercial and lucrative arts may continue to
profper, but they gain an afcendant at the expence of o-
ther purfuits. The defire of profit ftifles the love of per=:
fection. Intereft cools the imagination, and hardens the
heart; and, recommending employments in proportion as
they are lucrative, and certain in their gains, it drives

ingenuity,
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ingenuity, and ambition itfelf, to the counter and the
workihop.

But apart from thefe confiderations, the feparation
of profeflions, while it feems to promife improvement
of fkill, and is actually the caufe why the producions
of every art become more perfeé as commerce advances;
yetin its termination, and ultimate effe&s, {ferves,in fome
meafure, to break the bands of fociety, to fubftitute
form in place of ingenuity, and to withdraw indivi-
duals from the common {cene of occupation, on which
the fentiments of the heart, and the mind, are moft
happily employed.

U~pER the difinction of callings, by which the
members of polifhed fociety are feparated from each o-
ther, every individualis fuppofed to poflefs his {pecies of
talent, or his peculiar {kill, in which the others are con-
fefledly ignorant; and fociety is made to confift of parts,
of which none is animated with the {pirit of fociety it-
felf. “ We feein the fame perfons,” faid Pericles, “ an
“ equal attention to private and to public affairs; and
in men who have turned to feparate profeflions, a
competent knowledge of what relates to the commu-
nity; for we alone confider thofe who are inattentive
to the ftate, as perfecly infignificant.” This encomium
on the Athenians, was probably offered under an appre-
henfion, that the contrary was likely to be charged by

ke
(4
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their enemies, or might foon take place. It happened
accordingly, that the bufinefs of flate, aswell as of war,

came
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came to be worfe adminiftered at Athens, when thele,
as well as other applications, became the objeéts of fepa-
rate profeflions ; and the hiftory of this people abundant-
Iy fthewed, thatmen ceafed to be citizens, even to be good
poets and orators, in proportion as they came to be dif-
tinguithed by the profellion of thefe, and other {eparate

crafts.

Axtaavrs lefs honoured than we, have ihg:lcity c-

nough to procure their food, and to find the means of

their folitary pleafures; but it is relerved for man to

confult, to perfuade, to oppofe, to kindle in the fociety of

his fellow-creatures, and to lofe the fenfe of his perfonal
intereft or fafety, in the ardour of his friendihips and
his oppofitions.

WHEN we are involved in any of the divifions into

which mankind are {eparated, under the denominations

of a country, a tribe, or an order of men any way af-
feCted by common interefts, and guided by communi-
cating paflions, the mind recognifes its natural {tation ;
the fentiments of the heart, and the talents of the under-
ftanding, find their natural exercife.  Wifdom, vigi-
lance, fidelity, and fortitude, are the characters requi-
fite in fuch a fcene, and the qualities which it tends to
improve.

Ix fimple or barbarous ages, when nations are weals,
and befet with enemies, the love of a country, of a par-
ty, or afadtion, arc the fame. The public is a knot

of
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of friends, and its enemies are the reft of mankind.
Death, or flavery, are the ordinary evils which they are
concerned to ward oft; viGtory and dominion, the ob-
jecs to which they afpire. Under the fenfe of what they
may fuffer from foreiga invafions, it is one objed, in e-
very profperous fociety, to increafe its force, and to ex-
tend its limits. In proportion as this object is gained,
fecurity increafes. They who poflefs the interior diftricts,
remote from the frentier, are unufed to alarms from
abroad. They who are placed on the extremities, remote
from the feats of government,are unufed to hear of poli-
tical interefts ; and the public becomes an obje@ perhaps
too extenfive, for the conceptions of cither. They enjoy
the protection of its laws, or of its armies; and they
boaft of its {plendor, and its power; but the glowing fen-
timents of public affe@ion, which, in finall ftates,
mingle with the tendernefs of the parent and the lover,
of the friend and the companion, merely by having
their object enlarged, lofe great part of their force.

THE manners of rude nations require to be reformed.,
Their foreign quarrels, and domeftic diflenfions, are the
operations of extreme and fanguinary paffions. A ftate of
greater tranquillity hath many happy effe@s. But if nations
purfue the plan of enlargement and pacification, till their
members can no longer apprehend the common ties of
{ociety, nor be engaged by afleclion in the caufe of their
gountry, they muft err on the oppofite fide, and by

leaving
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leaving too little to agitate the {pirits of men, bring on
ages of languor, if not of decay,

THE members of a community may, in this manner,
like the inhabitants of a conquered province, be made to
lofe the fenfe of every connection, but that of kindred
or neighbourhood ; and have no common affairs to tranf-
act, bur thofe of trade : Connections, indeed, or tranf-
actions, in which probity and friendthip may ftill take
place; but in which the national fpirit, whofe ebbs and
flows we are now confidering, cannot be exerted.

WHAT we obferve, however, on the tendency of en-
largement to loofen the bands of political union, can-
not be applied to nations who, being originally narrow,
never greatly extended their limits, nor to thofe who,
in a rude ftate, had already the extenfion of a great king-
dom,

IN territories of confiderable extent, fubje& to one
government, and poflefled of freedom, the national u-
nion, in rude ages, is extremely imperfect. Every di-
{trict forms a {eparate party ; and the defcendents of djf-
ferent families are oppofed to one another, under the
denomination of #rifes or of clans - they are feldom
brought to act with a fteady concert; their feuds and a-
nimofities give more frequent ly the appearance of fp many
nations at war, than of a people united by connedions of
policy. They acquire a fpirir, however, in their private
divifions, and in the midft of a diforder, otherwife hurt-

U ful,”
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ful, of which the force, on many occafions, redounds
to the power of the fate.

WHATEVER be the national extent, civil order, and
regular government, are advantages of the greateft im-
portance ; but it does not follow, that every arrangement
made to obtain thefe ends, and which may, in the ma-
king, exercife and cultivate the beft qualities of men, is
therefore of a nature to produce permanent effects, and
to {ecure the prefervation of that national fpirit from
which it arofe.

WE have reafon to dread the political refinements of
ordinary men, when we confider, that repofe, or inac-
tion itfelf, is in a great meafure their objet; and that
they would frequently model their governments, not
merely to prevent injuftice and error, but to prevent agi-
ration and buftle ; and by the barriers they raife againil
the evil a®ions of men, would prevent them from aching
at all. Every difpute of a free people, in the opinion
of fuch politicians, amounts to diforder, and a breach
of the national peace. What heart-burnings? What
delay to affairs? What want of fecrecy and difpatch?
What defect of police? Men of fuperior genius fome-
times feem to imagine, that the vulgar have no title to
a@, orto think, A great prince is pleafed to ridicule
the precaution by which judges in a free country are
confined to the ftriét interpretation of law *,

* Memoirs of Brandenburg.

WE
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WE eafily learn to contrat our opinions of what men
may, in confiftence with public order, be fafely permit-
ted to do. The agitations of a republic, and the licence
of its members, ftrike the fubjects of monarchy with a-
verfion and difguft. The freedom with which the Eu-
ropean is left to traverfe the ftreets and the ficlds, would
appear to a Chinefe a fure prelude to confufion and a-
narchy. “ Can men behold their {uperior and not
“ tremble! Can they converfe without a precife and
“ written ceremonial? What hopes of peace, if the
“ ftreets are not barricaded at an hour! What wild
“ diforder, if men are permitted in any thing to do
what they pleafe:”

[¥ the precautions which men thus take againft each
other be neceflary to reprefs their crimes, and do not a-
rife from a corrupt ambition, or from cruel jealoufy in
their rulers, the proceeding itfelf muft be applauded,
as the beft remedy of which the vices of men will ad-
mit. The viper muft be held at a diftance, and the ty-
ger chained. But if a rigorous policy, applied to en-
flave, not to reftrain from crimes, has an acual tenden-
¢y to corrupt the manners, and to extinguifth the {pirit
of nations; if its feverities be applied to terminate the
agitations of a free people, not to remedy their corrup-
tions; if forms be often applauded as falutary, becaufe
they tend merely to filence the voice of mankind, or be
condemned as pernicious, becaufe they allow this voice
to be heard ; we may expeét that many of the boafted
improvements of civil fociety, will be mere devices to
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lay the political {pirit at refl, and will chain up the ac-
tive virtues more than the reftlefs diforders of men.

[¥ to any people it be the avowed objec of policy, in
all its internal refinements, to fecure the perfon and the
property of the {fubject, without any regard to his poli-
tical character, the conflitution indeed may be free, but
its members may likewife become unworthy of the free-
dlom they poffefs, and unfit to preferve it, The effeéts
of fuch a conftitution may be to immerfe all orders of
men in their feparate purfuits of pleafure, which they
may now enjoy with little difturbance; or of gain,
which they may preferve without any attention to the
commonwealth, :

Ir this be the end of political ftruggles, the defign,
when executed, in fecuring to the individual his eftate,
and the means of {ubfiftence, may put an end to the ex-
ercife of thofe very virtues that were required in con=
dudlting its execution. A man who, in concert with his
tellow-fubjects, contends with ufurpation in defence of
his eftate or his perfon, may find an exertion of great
gencrofity, and of a vigorous fpirit; but he who, under
political eflablifhments, fuppofed to be fully confirmed,
betakes him, becaufe he is fafe, to the mere enjoyment
of fortune, has in fact turned to a fource of corruption
the very advantages which the virtues of the other pro-
cured. Individuals, in certain ages, derive their pro-
tection chiefly from the ftrength of the party to which
they adhere; but in times of corruption, they flatter

themfitlves,
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themfelves, that they may continue to derive from the
public that fafety which, in former ages, they muft have
owed to their own vigilance and {pirit, to the warm
attachment of their friends, and to the exercife of every
talent which could render them reipected, feared, or be-
loved. In one period, therefore, mere circumftances
ferve to excite the {pirit, and to preferve the manners of
men; 1n another, great umimu and zeal for the good
af mankind on the part of their le caders, are required for

the fame purpofes.

rht, did not die.of a lq.*lzm*\'

RomE, it may be thoug
nor perith by the remiffion of her pulmul ‘thl{l\‘l‘- at
home. Her diftemper : \ppeared of a nature more vio-
lent and acute. "-.’u:t if the virtues of Cato and of Brutus
tound an exercife in the dying hour of the ¢ republic, the
neutrality, and the cautions retirement of Atticus,
tound its {ecurity in the fame tempefluous feafon; and
the great body of the peaple lay undifturbed, below the
current of a ftorm, by which the fuperior 1‘.-mL:s of men
were deflroyed. In the minds of the people, the fenfe
of a public was defaced; and even the :miilmﬁl'}’ of fac-
tion had fubfided: they only could fhare in the com-
meot n,u, who were the foldiers of a legion, or the parti-
fans of a leader.. But this ftate fell not into obf; curity
for want of eminent men. If at the time of which we
ipeak, we look only for a few names dift inguithed in the
hEll(.‘-r}' of mankind, there is no period at which the iijt
was more numerous. But thofe names became diftin-
guithed in the conteft for dominion, not in the exercif{e
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of equal rights: the people was corrupted; the empire
of the known world ftood in need of a mafter.

lEPUBLICAN governments, in general, are in hazard
of ruin from the afcendant of particular factions, and
from the mutinous {pirit of a populace, who being cor-
rupted, are no longer fit to fhare in the adminiftration
of ftate. Bur under other eftablithments, where liberty
may be more fuccefsfully attained if men are corrupted,
the national vigour declines from the abufe of that very
{fecurity which is procured by the fuppoied perfection
of public order.

A diftribution of power and office; an execution of
law, by which mutual incroachments and moleftations
are brought to an end; by which the perfon and the
property are, without friends, without cabal, without
obligation, perfectly fecured to individuals, does ho-
nour to the genius of a nation ; and could not have been
fully eftablifthed, without thofe exertions of underftand-
ing and integrity, thofe trials of a refolute and vigorous
{pirit, which adorn the annals of a people, and leave to
fature ages a fubjedt of juft admiration and applaufe.
But if we fuppofe that the end is attained, and that
men no longer a&, in the enjoyment of liberty, from
liberal fentiments, or with a view to the prefervation of
public manners; if individuals think themfelves fecure
without any attention or effort of their own; this boaft-
ed advantage may be found only to give them an op-
portunity of enjoying, at leifure, the conveniencies and

neceffaries
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neceflaries of life; or, in the language of Cato, teach
them to value their houfes, their villas, their ftatues,
and their pitures, at a higher rate than they do the re-
public. They may be found to grow tired in fecret of
a free conftitution, of which they never ceafe to boaft in
their converfation, and which they always negle&t in
their condudt.

THE dangers to liberty are not the fubjec of our pre-
fent confideration; but they can never be greater from
any caufe than they are from the fuppofed remiflnefs of
a people, to whofe perfonal vigour every conftitution,
as 1t.owed ‘its eftabhithment, {fo muft continue to owe its
prefervation. Nar 1s this bleﬂiug ever lefs fecure than
itis in-the pofleflion of men who think that they en-
joy it in fafety, and who therefore confider the public
only as it prefents to their avarice a number of lucrative
employments; for the fake of which they may facrifice
thofe very rights which render themfelves objedts of ma-
nagement or confideration.

FroM the tendency of thefe refle¢tions, then, it fhould.

appear, that a national {pirit is frequently tranfient, not
on account of any incurable diftemper in the nature of
mankind, but on account of their voluntary neglects and
corruptions. This {pirit fubfifted folely, perhaps, in the
execution of a few projects, entered into for the acquifi-
tion of territory or wealth ; it comes, like a ufelefs wea-
pon, to be laid afide after its end is attained.
ORDINARY
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OrDINARY eftablifhments terminate in a relaxation of
vigour, and are ineffe@ual to the prefervation of ftates ; be-
cauie they lead mankind to rely on their arts, inftead of
their virtues, and to miftake for an improvement of hu-
man nature, a mere acceflion of accommodation, or of
viches. Inflitutions that fortify the mind, infpire courage,
and promote national felicity, can never tend to natio-
nal ruin,

Is it not poflible, amidit our admiration of arts, to
find fome place for thefe? Let ftatefinen, who are in-
trufted with the government of nations, reply for them-
felves. Tt is their bufinefs to fhew, whether they climb
into {tations of eminence, merely to difplay a paflion for
intereft, which they had better indulge in obfcurity;
and whether they have capacity to underftand the hap-
pinefs of a people, the condué of whofe affairs they are
10 willing to undertake. '
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The fame fubjelt continued.

EN frequently, while they ftudy to improve their I i
fortunes, neglect themfelves; and while they rea-
{on for their country, forget the confiderations that moft

deferve their attention. Numbers, riches, and the other il
refources of war, are highly important: but nations _':' )
confift of men; and a nation confifting of degenerate and !
cowardly men, is weak; a nation confifting of vigo- '-=:}pwl: -

rous, public-fpirited, and refolute men, is {trong. The
refources of war, where other advantages are equal, may R/
decide a conteft; but the refources of war, in hands that b 73
cannot employ them, are of no avail,

VIRTUE is a neceffary conftituent of national {trength:

. . . bl

capacity, and a vigorous underftanding, are no lefs ne- .[r!“
ceflary to fuftain the fortune of ftates.” Both are im proved !

[ 8

by difcipline, and by the exercifes in which men are o '
" 8 . - H E

engaged. We defpife, or we pity, the lot of mankind, mﬂ
X 0 (LEN |

while they lived under uncertain eftablithments, and were ! E

obliged to fuftain in the fame perfon, the chara@er of the
fenator, the ftatefman, and the foldier. Polithed nations
difcover, that any one of thefe chara&ers is fufficient in
one perfon ; and that the ends of each, when disjoined, i
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are more eafily accomplifhed. The firft, however, were
circumftances under which nations advanced and pro-
fpered ; the fecond were thofe in which the {pirit relax-
ed, and the nation went to decay.

WE may, with good reafon, congratulate our {pecies
on their having efcaped from a ftate of barbarous difor-
der and violence, into a {tate of domeftic peace and re-
oular policy ; when they have theathed the dagger, and
difarmed the animofities of civil contention ; when the
weapons with which they contend are the reafonings of
the wife, and the tongue of the eloquent. But we can-
not, mean-time, help to regret, that they fhould ever
proceed, in fearch of perfection, to place every branch
of adminiftration behind the counter, and come to em-
ploy, inftead of the ftatefman and warrior, the mere
clerk and accountant,

By carrying this fyftem to its height, men are educa~-
cated, who could copy for Cefar his military inftruc-
tions, or even execute a part of his plans ; but none who
could aét in all the different feenes for which the leader
himfelf muft be qualified, in the ftate and in the field,
in times of order or of tumult, in times of divifion or
of unanimity; none who could animate the council
when deliberating on ordinary occafions, or when alarm-
ed by attacks from abroad. ;

TuE policy of China is the moft perfet model of an
arrangement, at which the ordinary refinements of go-
vernment
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vernment are aimed ; and the inhabitants of this empire
poflefs, in the higheft degree, thofe arts on which vul-
gar minds make the felicity and greatnefs of nations to
depend.  The ftate has acquired, in a meafore unequal-
led in the hiftory of mankind, numbers of men, and the
other refources of war. They have done what we are
very apt to admire; they have brought national affairs

to the level of the meaneft capacity ; they have broke

them into parts, and thrown them into feparate de
ments ; they have clothed every proceeding with {plen-
did ceremonies, and majeftical forms; and where the
reverence of forms cannot reprefs diforder, a rigorous
and fevere police, armed with every {pecies of corporal
punifhment, is applied to the purpofe. The whip, and
the cudgel, are held up to all orders of men; they are
at once employed, and they are dreaded by every magi-
ftrate. A mandarine is whipped, for having ordered a
pickpocket to receive too few or too many blows.

EvERY department of {tate 1s made the obje® of a fe-
parate profeflion, and every candidate for office muil
have pafled through a regular education; and, as in the
graduations of the univerfity, muft have obtained by his
proficiency, or his ftanding, the degree to which he a-
{pires. 'The tribunals of ftate, of war, and of the
revenue, as well as of literature, are condudted by gra-
duates in their different {tudies: but while learning is
the great road to preferment, it terminates, ia being
able to read, and to write; and the great object of go-
vernment confifts in raifing, and in confuming the fiuits
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of the earth. With all thefe refources, and this learn-
ed preparation, which is made to turn thefe refources to
ufe, the ftate is in reality weak ; has repeatedly given
the example which we feck to explain ; and among the
doctors of war or of policy, among the millions who
are fet apart for the military profeflion, can find none
of its members who are fit to ftand forth in the dangers
of their country, or to form a defence againft the re-
peated inroads of an  enemy reputed to be artlefs and
mean.

It is difficult to tell how long the decay of ftates
might be fufpended by the cultivation of arts on which
their real felicity and ftrength depend ; by cultivating in
the higher ranks thofe talents for the council and the
field, which cannot, without great dif'advantagc, be fe-
parated; and in the body of a people, that zeal for
their country, and that military charaéter, which enable
them to take a {hare in defending its rights,

TiMEs may come, when every proprictor muft de-
fend his own pofleffions, and every free people maintain
their own independence.  'We may imagine, that againft
fuch an extremity, an army of hired troops is a fufficient
precaution ; but their own troops are the very enemy a-
gainft which a people is fometimes obliged to fight. We
may flatter ourlelves, that extremities of this fort, in any
particular cafe, are remote; but we cannot, in reafoning
on the general fortunes of mankind, avoid putting the
cafe, and referring to the examples in which it has hap~-

pened.
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pened. It has happéned in every inftance where the
polifhed have fallen a prey to the rude, and where the
pacific inhabitant has been reduced to fubjeétion by mi-
litary force.

I¥ the defence and government of a people be made
to depend ‘on a few, who make the conduct of ftate or
of war their profeflion; whether thefe be foreigners or
natives; whether they be called away of a fudden, like
the Roman legion from Britain; whether they turn a-
gainit their employers, like the army of Carthage, or be
overpowered and difperfed by a ftroke of fortune, the
multitude of a cowardly and undifciplined people muit,
on fuch an emergence, receive a foreign or a domeftic
enemy, as they would a plague or an earthquake, with
hopelefs amazement and terror, and by their numbers,
only fwell the triumphs, and enrich the fpoil of a con-
queror.

STATESMEN and leaders of armies, accuftomed to the
mere obfervance of forms, are difconcerted by a fufpen-
fion of cuftomary rules; and on flight grounds defpair
of their country. They were qualified only to go the
rounds of a particular track; and when forced from
their ftations, are in reality unable to a& with men.
They only took part in formalities, of which they un-
derftood not the tendency; and together with the modes
of procedure, even the very ftate itfelf, in their appre-
henfion, has ceafed to exift. The numbers, pofleffions,
and refources of ‘a great people, only ferve, in their

view,
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, to conftitute a {cene of hopelefs confufion and ter-

rar,

[~ rude ages, under the appellations of a community, a
people, or a nation, was underflood a number of men;
and the ftate, while its members remained, was account-
ed entire. 'The Scythians, while they fled before Da-
rius, mocked at his childith attempt; Athens furvived
the devaftations of Xerxes; and Rome, in its rude {tate,
thofe of the Gauls., With polithed and mercantile
{tates, thecafe is fometimes reverfed. - The nation is a
territory, cultivated and mmproved by its owners; de-
firoy the poileflion, evenr while the mafter remains, the
itate is undone,

TuaT weaknefs and effeminacy of which polifhed na-
tions are fometimes accufed, has its place probably in
the mind alone. The firength of animals, and that of
man in particular, depends on his feeding, and the
kind of labour to which he is ufed.. Wholefome food,
and hard labour, the portion of many in every polithed
and commercial nation, fecure ro the public a number
of men endued with bodily ftrength, and inured to
hardfhip and toil.

EvEN delicate living, and good accommodation, are
not found to enervate the body. The armies of Europe
have been obliged to make the experiment; and the chil-
dren of opulent families, bred in effeminacy, or nurfed
with tender care, have been made to contend with the

favage.
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favage. -By imitating his arts, they have learned, like
him, to traverfe the foreft ; and, in every feafon, to fub-
fift in the defert. They have, perhaps, recovered a lef~
fon, which it has coft civilized nations many ages to
unlearn, That the fortune of a man is entire while he
remains pofielled of himfelf.

[T may be thought, however, that few of the cele-
brated nations of antiquity, whofe fate has given rife
to {o much reflection on the viciflitudes of human af-
fairs, had made any great progrefs in thofe enervating
arts we have mentioned ; or- made thofe arrangements
from which the danger in queftion could be fuppofed to
arife,. The Grecks, in particular, at the time of their
fall under the Macedonian yoke, had certainly not car-
ried the commercial arts to {fo great a height as is com-
mon with the moft flourifthing and profperous nations
of Europe. They had ftill retained the form of inde-
pendent republics ; the people were generally admittec
toa thare in the government; and not being able to hire
armies, they were obliged, by neceflity, to bear a part
in the defence of their country. By their frequent wars
and domeftic commotions, they were accuftomed to
danger, and were familiar with alarming fituations:
they were accordingly {1ill accounted the beft {oldiers
;uui the beft ftatefinen of the known world, The young-
er Cyrus promifed him{elf the empire of Afia by means
of their aid; and after his fall, a body of ten thoufand,
although bereft of their leaders, baflled, in their re-
treat, all the military force of the Perfian empire. The
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victor of Afia did not think himfelf prepared for that
conqueft, till he had formed an army from the fubdued

republics of Greece.

IT is, however, true, that in the age of Philip, the
military and political {pirit of thofe nations appears to
have been confiderably impaired, and to have fuffered,
perhaps, from the wvariety of interelts and purfuits, as
well as of pleafures, with which their members came to
be occupied: they even made a kind of feparation be-
tween the civil and military character. Phocion, we
are told by Plutarch, having obferved that the leading
men of his time followed different courfes, that fome
applied themfelves to civil, others to military affairs,
determined rather to follow the examples of Themifto-
cles, Ariftides, and Pericles, the leaders of a former age,
who were equally prepared for either,

WE find in the orations of Demofthenes, a perpetual
reference to this ftate of manners. We find him ex-
horting the Athenians, not only to declare war, but to
arm themfelves for the execution of their own military
plans. We find that there was an order of military
men, who eafily paffed from the fervice of one ftate to’
that of another; and who, when they were negle@ed
from home, turned away to enterprifes on their own
account. .There were not, perhaps, better warriors in
any former age; but thofe warriors were not artached
to any ftate; and the fettled inhabitants of every city
thought themfelves difqualified for military fervice.

The
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The difcipline of armies was perhaps improved; but
the vigour of nations was gone to decay. When Philip,
or Alexander, defeated the Grecian armies, which were
chiefly compofed of foldiers of fortune, they found an
caly conqueft with the other inhabitants: and when
the latter, afterwards fupported by thofe foldiers, inva-
ded the Perfian empire, he {feems to have left little mar-
tial {pirit behind him; and by removing the military
men, to have taken precaution enough, in his abfence,
to fecure his dominion over this mutinous and refrac-

=

tory people.

TuEe fubdivifion of arts and profeflions, in certain e-
amples, tends to improve the practice of them, and to
promote their ends. By having feparated the arts of
the clothier and the tanner, we are the better fupplied
with fhoes and with cloth, But to feparate the arts
which form the citizen and the ftatefman, the arts of
policy and war, is an attempt to difinember the human
charadter, and to deftroy thofe very arts we mean to im-
prove. By this feparation, we in efle deprive a free
people of what is neceflary to their fafety; or we pre-
pare a defence againft invafions from abroad, which
gives a profpect of ufurpation, and threatens the efta-
blilhment of military government at home.,

WE may be furprifed to find the beginning of certain
military inftructions at Rome, referred to a time no
earlier than that of the Cimbric war. It was then, we
are told by Valerius Maximus, that Roman foldiers
were made to learn from gladiators the ufe of a fwvord:
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and the '\nmgﬁm-[ia of Phyrrhus and of Ha innibal were,
by the accol it of this writer, ftill in need of inftruction
o the firft rudiments of their trade, They had already,
by the order and choice of their incampments, imprei-
fed the Grecian invader with awe and refpect; they had
already, not by their viGtories, but by their narional vi-
gour and firmnefs, under repeated defeats, induced him
to fue for peace. But the haughty Roman, perhaps,
knew the advantage of order and of union, without ha-
ving been broke to the inferior arts of the mercenary
{oldier; and had the courage to face the enemies of his
country, without having pr a@ifed the ufe of his weapon
under the fear of being whipped. He could illbe perfua-
ded, thata time might come, when refined and intelligent
nations would make the art of war to confift in a few tech-
nical forms; that citizens and foldiers might come to be
diftinguithed as much as women and men ; that theciti-
zen x-‘ould become poflefled of a property which he
would not be able, or required, todefend; that the foldier
would be appointed to keep for another what he would be
taught to defire, and what he would be enabled to feize for
him{elf; that, in fhort, one fet of men were to have an
intereft in the prefervation of civil eftablithments, with-
out the power to defend them; that the other were to
have this power, without either the inclination or the

intereft.

Tuis people, however, by degrees came to put their
military force on the very footing to which this defcrip-
tion
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tion alludes. Marius made a capital change in the man-
ner of levying foldiers at Rome: He filled his legions
with the mean and the indigent, who depended on mi-
litary pay for fubfiftence; he created a force which reft-
ed on mere difcipline alone, and the fkill of the gladia-
tor; he taught his troops to employ their {words againft
the conftitution of their country, and fet the example
of a practice which was {foon adopted and improved by
his fucceflors.

THE Romans only meant by their armies to incroach
on the freedom of other nations, while they preferved
their own. They forgot, that in aflembling foldiers of
fortune, and in fuffering any leader to be mafter of a
difciplined army, they actually refigned their political
rights, and fuffered a mafter to arife for the {tate.
This people, in thort, whofe ruling paffion was depre-
dation and conqueft, perifhed by the recoil of an engine
which they themfelves had erected againft mankind.

THE boafted refinements, then, of the polifhed age,
are not divefted of danger. They open a door, perhaps,
to difafter, as wide and acceflible as any of thofe they
have fhut. If they build walls and ramparts, they e-
nervate the minds of thofe who are placed to defend
them; if they form diftiplined armies, they reduce the
military {pirit of entire nations; and by placing the
fword where they have given a diftafte to civil eftablifh-
ments, they prepare for mankind the government of
force.
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It is happy for the nations of Europe, that the dif-
parity between the foldier and the pacific citizen can
never be fo great as it became among the Greeks and
the Romans. In the ufe of modern arms, the novice is
made to learn, and to practife with eafe, all that the ve~
teran knows; and if to teach him were a matter of real
difficulty, happy are they who are not deterred by fuch
difficulties, and who can difcover the arts which tend to
fortify and preferve, not to enervate and ruin their
country.
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SaisE il E V.
Of National Wafle.

HE f{trength of nations confifts in the wealth,

the numbers, and the charadter, of their people,
The hiftory of their progrefs from a ftate of rudenefs, is,
for the moft part, a detail of the ftruggles they have
maintained, and of the arts they have pradtifed, to
ftrengthen, or to fecure themfelves. Their conquefts,
their population, and their commerce, their civil and
military arrangements, their fkill in the conftruéion
of weapons, and in the methods of attack and defence;
the very diftribution of tafks, whether in private bufi-
nefs or in public affairs, either tend to beftow, or pro-
mife to employ with advantage, the conftituents of a
national force, and the refources of war.

Ir we fuppofe, that together with thefe advantages,
the military character of a people remains, or is impro-
ved, it muft follow, that what is gained in civiliza-
tion, is a real increafe of ftrength; and that the ruin
of nmations could never take its rife from themfelves.
Where ftates have ftopped fhort in their progrefs, or

have
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have aGually gone to decay, we may fufped, that how-
ever difpofed to advance, they have found a limit, beyond
which they could not proceed; or from a remiflion of
the national fpirit, and a weaknefs of charalter, were
unable to make the moft of their refources, and natural
advantages. On this fuppofition, from being ftationary,
they may begin to relapfe, and by a retrograde motion,
in a fucceflion of ages, arrive at a ftate of greater weak-
nefs, than that which they quitted in the beginning of
their progrefs; and with the appearance of better arts,
and fuperior condué, expofe themfelves to become a
prey to barbarians, whom, in the attainment, or the

height of their glory, they had eafily baffled or defpifed.

WxATEVER may be the natural wealth of a people,
or whatever may be the limits beyond which they can-
not improve on their ftock, it is probable, that no na-
tion has ever reached thofe limits, or has been able to
poftpone its misfortunes, and the eflects of mifconduét,
until its fund of materials, and the fertility of its foil,
were exhaufted, or the numbers of its people were great-
Iy reduced. The fame errors in policy, and weaknefs
of manners, which prevent the proper ufe of refources,
likewife check their increafe, or improvement.

THE wealth of the ftate confifts in the fortune of its
members. The actual revenue of the {late is that fhare
of every private fortune, which the public has been ac-
cuftomed to demand for national purpofes. This revenue
cannot be always proportioned to what may be fuppofed

redundant
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redundant in the private eftate, but to what is, in fome

meafure, thought {o by the ewner; and to what he may
be made to {pare, without intrenching on his manner of
living, and without fufpending his projects of expence,
or of commerce, It fhould appear, therefore, that any
immoderate increafe of private expenceis a prelude to na-
tional weaknefs: government, even while each of its
fubje@s confumes a princely eftate, may be ftraitened in
point of revenue, and the paradox be explained by exam-
ple, That the public is poor, whileits members are rich.

WE are frequently led into error by miftaking money
for riches; we think thata people cannot be impoverithed
by a wafte of money which is {pent among themfelves.
The faét is, that men are impoverithed, only in two ways ;
either by having their gains {fufpended, or by having
their f{ubftance confumed; and money expended at
home, being circulated, and not confumed, cannot, a-
ny more than the exchange of a tally, or a counter, a-
mong a certain number of hands, tend to diminith the
wealth of the company among whom it is handed a-
bout. But while money circulates at home, the neceffa~
ries of life, which are the real conflituents of wealth,
may be idly confumed ; the induftry which might be
employed to increafe the ftock of a people, may be fui-
pended, or turned to abufe.

GREAT armies, maintained either at home or abroad,
without any national obje, are fo many mouths unne-
ceffarily opened to wafte the ftores of the public, and fo

manwv
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many hands with-held from the arts by which its pro-
fits are made. Unfuccefsful enterprifes are fo many ven-
tures thrown away, and lofles fuftained, proportioned to
the capital employed in the fervice. The Helvetii, in order
to invade the Roman province of Gaul, burnt their habi-
tations, dropt their inftruments of hufbandry, and con-
fumed, in one year, the favings of many. ‘The enter-
prife failed of fuccefs, and the nation was undone.

STaTES have endeavoured, in fome inftances, by
pawning their credit, inftead of employing their capi-
tal, to difguife the hazards they ran. They have found,
in the loans they raifed, a cafual refource, which en-
couraged their enterprifes. They have feemed, by their
manner of erecting transferable funds, to leave the ca-
pital for purpofes of trade, in the hands of the fubject,
while it is actually expended by the government. They
have, by thefe means, proceeded to the execution of
great national projects, without fufpending private in-
duftry, and have left future ages to anfiwer, in part, for
debts contracted with a view to future emolument. So
far the expedient is plaufible, and appears to be juft.
The growing burden too, is thus gradually laid ; and if a
nation be to fink in fome future age, every minifter hopes
it may fiill keep afloat in his own. But the meafure,
for this very reafon, is, with all its advantages, extreme-
ly dangerous, in the hands of a precipitant and ambi-
tious adminiftration, regarding only the prefent occafion,
and 1magining a flate to be inexhauftible, while a capi-
tal can be borrowed, and the intereft be paid.

WE
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WE are told of a nation, who, during a certain pe-
riod, rivalled the glories of the ancient world, threw off
the dominion of a mafter armed againft them with the
powers of a great kingdom, broke the yoke with which
they had been opprefled, and almoft within the courfe of
a century, raifed, by their induftry and national vigour,
a new and formidable power, which ftruck the former
potentates of Europe with awe and fufpenfe, and turn-
ed the badges of poverty with which they fet out, into
the enfigns of war and dominion. This end was attajn-
ed by the great cfforts of a {pirit awaked by oppreflion,
by a fuccefsful purfuit of national wealth, and by a ra-
pid anticipation of future revenue. But this illuftrious
ftate is fuppofed, not only in the language of a former
{feCtion, to have preoccupied the bufinefs ; they have fe-
queftered the inheritance of many ages to come,

GREAT national expence, however, does not imply
the neceflity of any national fuffering. While revenue is
applied with fuccefs, to obtain fome valuable end; the
profits of every adventure, being more than fufficient to
repay its cofts, the public thould gain, and its refour-
ces fhould continue to multiply. But an expence, whe-
ther fuftained at home or abroad, whether a wafte of the
prefent, or an anticipation of future, revenue, if it bring
no proper return, is to be reckoned among the caufes of
national ruin,
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PART SIXTH.

Of Corruption and Political Slavery.
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Of Corruption in gencral.

¥ the fortune of nations, and their tendency to ag-

grandifement, or to ruin, were to be eftimated by

merely balancing, on the principles of laft fection,
articles of profit and lofs, every argument in politics
would reft on a comparifon of national expence with na- !
tional gain; on a comparifon of the numbers who con-
fume, with thofe who produce or amafs the neceflaries
oflife. The columns of the induftrious, and the idle,
would include all orders of men; and the ftate itfelf, be-
ing allowed as many magiftrates, politicians, and war-
riors, as were barely fufficient for its defence and its go-

vernment,
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vernment, fhould place, on the fide of its lofs, every
name that is fupernumerary on the civil or the mihtary
lift ; all thofe erders of men, who, by the pofleflion of
fortune, fubfift on the gains of others, and by the nice-
ty of their cheice, require a great expence of time and of
labour, to fupply their confumption ; all thole who are
idly employed in the train of perfons of rank; all thofe
who are engaged in the profeflions of law, phyfic, or di-
vinity, together with all the learned, who do not, by
their {tudies, promote or improve the practice of fome
lucrative trade. The value of every perfon, in fthort,
fhould be computed from his labour; and that of labour
itfelf, fromits tendency to procure and amafs the means
of fubfiftence. The arts employed on mere {uperfluities
{hould be prohibited, except when their produce could
be exchanged with foreign nations, for commodities that
might be employed to maintain ufeful men for the pu-

blic.

THESE appear to be the rules by which a mifer would
examine the ftate of his own affairs, or thole of his
country; but fchemes of perfect corruption are at leaft
as imprachticable as {chemes of perfect virtue. Men are
not univerfally mifers; they will not be fatisfied with the
pleafure of hoarding; they muft be fuffered to enjoy
their wealth, in order that they may take the trouble of
becoming rich. ' Property, in the common courfe of hu-
man affairs, is unequally divided: we are therefgre ob-
liged to fuffer the wealthy to fquander, that tic poor
may fubfift ; we are obliged to tolerate certain orders of

{ Ziz2 - men,
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men, who arc above the neceflity of labour, in order
that, in their condition, there may be an objeét of am-
bition, and a rank to which the bufy afpire. We are
not only obliged to admit numbers, who, in ftriét ceco-
nomy, may be reckoned fuperfluous, on the civil, the
military, and the political lift; but becaufe we are men,
and prefer the occupation, improvement, and felicity of
our nature, to its mere exiftence, we muft even wifh,
that as many members as pofiible, of every community,
may be admitted toa fhare of its defence and its govern-
ment.

MEN, in fadt, while they purfue in fociety different
objecls, or {eparate views, procure a wide diftribution of
power, and by a {pecies of chance, arrive at a pofture for
civil engagements, more favourable to human nature
than what human wifdom could ever calmly devife.

Ir the ftrength of a nation, in the mean time, confifts
in the men on whom it may rely, and who are fortu-
nately or wifely combined for its prefervation, it follows,
that manners are as important as either numbers or
wealth ; and that corruption is to be accounted a prin-
cipal caufe of national declenfion and ruin,

WHOEVER perceives what are the qualities of man
in his excellence, may eafily, by that ftandard, diftin-
guith his defects or corruptions. If an intelligent, a
courageous, and an affeCtionate mind, conftitutes the
peifetion of his nature, remarkable “failings in any of

thofe
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thofe particulars, mufl proportionally fink or debafe his
character.

WE have obferved, that it is the happinefs of the indi-
vidual to make a right choice of his condudt; that this
choice will lead him to lofe in fociety the fenfe of a per-
fonal intereft; and, in the confideration of what is due
to the whole, to ftifle thofe anxieties which relate to
himfelf as a part.

THE natural difpofition of man to humanity, and the
warmth of his temper, may raife his characer to this
fortunate pitch. His clevation, in a great meafure, de-
pends on the form of his fociety ; but he can, without
incurring the charge of corruption, accommodate him-
felf to great variations in the conftitutions of govern=
ment. The fame integrity, and vigorous {pirit, which,
in democratical ftates, renders him tenacious of his equa-
lity, may, under ariftocracy or monarchy, lead him to
maintain the fubordinations eftablithed. He may enter-
tain, towards the different ranks of men with whom
he is yoked in the ftate, maxims of refpect and of can-
dour: he may, in the choice of his a&ions, follow a
principle of juftice, and of honour, which the confide-
rations of fafety, preferment, or profit, cannot efface.

From our complaints of national depravity, it fhould,
notwithftanding, appear, that whole bodies of men are
fometimes infected with an epidemical weaknefs of the
head, or corruption of heart, by which they become

unfit
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unfit for the ftations they occupy, and threaten the
lates they compofe, however flourifhing, with a pro-

{pect of decay, and of ruin,

A change of national manners for the worfe, may a-
rife from a difcontinuance of the fcenes in which the ta-
lents of men were happily cultivated, and brought into
exercife; or from a change in the prevailing opinions
relating to the conflituents of honour or of happinels.
When mere riches, or court-favour, are fuppofed to con-
ftitute rank; the mind is mifled from the confideration
of qualities on which it ought to rely. Magnanimity,
courage, and the love of mankind, are facrificed to a-
varice and vanity, or fupprefled under a fenfe of depen-
dence. ' The individual confiders his community fo far
only ‘as it can be rendered fubfervient to his perfonal ad-
vancement or profit: he ftates himfelf in competition with
his fellow-creatures ; and, urged by the paflions of emula-~
tion, of fear and jealoufy, of envy and malice, he follows
the maxims of an animal deftined to preferve his {feparate
exiftence, and to indulge his caprice or his appetite, at
the expence of his fpecies.

Onx this corrupt foundation, men become either ra-
pacious, deceitful, and violent; ready to trefpafs on the
rights of others; or fervile, mercenary, and bafe, pre-
pared to relinquifh their own. Talents, capacity, and
force of mind, poflefled by a perfon of the firft defcrip-
tion, ferve to plunge him the deeper in mifery, and to
fharpen the agony of cruel paflions; which lead him to

wreak
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wreak on his fellow-creatures the torments that prey on
himfelf. To a perfon of the fecond, imagination, and
reafon itfelf, only ferve to point out falfc obje@s of
fear, or defire, and to multiply the fubjects of difap-
pointment, and of momentary joy. . In either cafe, and
whether we fuppofe that corrupt men are urged by co-
vetoufnefs, or betrayed by fear, and without fpecifying
the crimes which from either difpofition they are prepa-
red to commit, we may fafely affirm; with Socrates,
“ That every mafter thould pray he may not meet with
“ fuch a flave; and every fuch perfon, being unfit for
“ liberty, {hould implore that he may meet with a mer-

(11

ciful mafter.”

Manw, under this meafure of corruption, although he
may be bought for a flave by thofe who know how to
turn his faculties and his labour to profit; and although,
when kept under proper reftraints, his neighbourhood
may be convenient or ufeful; yet is certainly unfit to
act on the footing of a liberal combination or concert
with his fellow-creatures: his mind is not addicted to
friendthip or confidence; he is not willing to act for the
_prefer\'ntiﬁn of: others, mor deferves that any other
{hould hazard his own fafety for his.

ThE actual character of mankind, mean-time, 1n the
worlt, as “wvell as the beit condition, is undoubtedly
mixed: and nations of the beft defcription are greatly ob-
liged for their prefervation, not only to the good difpo=
Gition of their members, but likewife to thofe political

inltitutions,
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inflitutions, by which the violent are reftrained from the
commiflion of crimes, and the cowardly, or the felfifh,
are made to contribute their part to the public defence
or profperity., By means of fuch inftitutions, and the
wile precautions of government, nations are enabled to
fubfift, and even to profper, under very different degrees
of corruption, or of public integrity.

S0 long as the majority of a people is fuppofed to a@
on maxims of probity, the example of the good, and e-
ven the caution of the bad, give a general appearance of
integrity, and of innocence. Where men are to one an-
other objects of affection and of confidence, where they
are generally difpofed not to offend, government may be
remifs; and every perfon may be treated as innocent,
till he is found to be guilty. As the fubjed in this cafe
does not hear of the crimes, fo he need not be told of
the punithments inflicted on perfons of a different cha~
rater. But where the manners of a people are confider-
ably changed for the worfe, every fubje@ muft ftand
on his guard, and government itfelf muft act on fujtable
maxims of fear and diftruft. The individual, no long-
er fit to be indulged in his pretenfions to perfonal confi-
deration, independence, or freedom, each of which he
would turn to abufe, muft be taught, by external force,
and from motives of fear, to counterfeit thofe effets of
innocence, and of duty, to which he is not difpofed: he
muft be referred to the whip, or the gibbet, for argu-
ments in fupport of a caution, which the ftate now re-
quires him to affume, on a fuppofition that he is infen-

fible
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fible to the motives which recommend the practice of
virtue,

THE rules of defpotifin are made for the government
of corrupted men. They were indeed followed on {oine:
remarkable occafions, even under the Roman COMINON=-
wealth; and the bloody axe, to terrify the citizen from
his crimes, and to repel the cafual and temporary ir-
ruptions of vice, was repeatedly committed to the arbi-
trary will of the dictator. They were finally eftablith~
ed on the ruins of the republic iclelf, when either the
people became too corrupted for freedom, or when the
magiltrate became too corrupted to refign his di@ato-
rial power. This {pecies of government comes natural-
ly in the termination of a continued and growing cor-
ruption; but has no doubt, in fome inftances, come
too {oon, and has facrificed remains of virtue, that de-
ferved a better fate, to the jealoufy of tyrants, who were
in hafte to augment their power. This method of go-
vernment cannot, in fuch cafes, fail to. introduce that
meafure of corruption, againft whofe external efle@s it
1s defired as a remedy. When fear is fuggefted as the
only motive to duty, every heart becomes rapacious or
bafe. And this medicine, if applied to a healthy body,
35 {ure to create the diftemper it is deftined to cure,

THIs is the manner of government into which the
covetous, and the arrogant, ro fatiate their unhappy de-
fires, would hurry their fellow-creatures: it is ‘a man-
ner of government to which the timorous and the fer-
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vile fubmit at difcretion; and when thefe chara&ers of
the rapacious and the timid divide mankind, even the
virtues of Antoninus or Trajan, can do no more than
apply, with candout and with vigour, the whip and the

fivord ; and endeavour, by the hopes of reward, or the

fear of punithment, to find a fpeedy and a temporary

cure for the crimes, or the imbecilities of men.

OTHER ftates may be more or lefs corrupted: this has
corruption for its bafis, Here juftice may fometimes di-
rect the arm of the defpotical fovereign; but the name

of juftice is moft commonly employed to fignify the in-

tereft, or the caprice, of a reigning’power. Human fo-
ciety, fufceptible of fuch a variety of forms, here finds
the fimpleft of all. The toils and pofleflions of many
are deftined to affwage the paflions of one or a few;
and the only parties that remain among mankind, are
the oppreflor who demands, and the opprefled who dare
not refufe.

NaTioxs, while they were intitled to a milder fate,
as in the cafe of the Grecks, repeatedly conquered, have
been reduced to this condition by military force. They
have reached it too in the maturity of their own depra-
vations ;3 when, like the Romans, returned from the con-
queft, and Ioaded with the {poils, of the world, they
cave loofe to faction, and to crunes too bold and tu:-)
frequent for the correction of ordinary government
and when the {word of juftice, dropping with blood,
and perpetually required to fupprels accumulating dif-

orders
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orders on every fide, could no longer await the delays
and precautions of an adminiftration fettered by laws.

IT is, however, well known from the hiftory of man-
kind, that corruption of this, or of any other degree, is
not peculiar to nations in their decline, or in the refulc
of fignal profperity, and great advances in the arts of
commerce. The bands of fociety, indeed, in fmall and
infant eftablithments, are generally ftrong; and their
fubjedts, either by an ardent devotion to their own tribe,
or a vehement animofity againft enemies, and by a vigo-
rous courage founded on both, are well qualified to
urge, or to {uftain, the fortune of a growing communi-
ty. But the favage, and the barbarian, have given,
notwithftanding, in the cafe of entire nations, fome ex-
amples of a weak and timorocus charader *. They
have, in more mnflances, fallen into that fpecies of cor-
ru]:-i':rm \&'J'-_it.'i". Wi :lil‘ft.‘ iiii".‘-;'.:.‘;}' (!L‘!;.,'!'i]_‘.i‘:l in l'J'n.‘::‘.':.’.'-:L."' of
barbarous nations; they have made rapine their trade,
not merely as a {pecies of warfare, or with a view to en-
rich their community, but to poliefs, in property, what
they learned to prefer even to the ties of affedion or of

hlood.

In the loweft ftate of commercial arts, the pafiions

for wealth, and for dominion, have exhibited fcene

s

oppireilion, or fervility, which the moil finifhed corrup-
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tion of the arrogant, the cowardly, and the mercenary,
founded on the defire of procuring, or the fear of lofing,
a fortune, could not exceed. In fuch cafes, the vices of
men, unreftrained by forms,, and unawed by police, are
{uffered to riot at large, and to produce their entire ef-
fe@ts. Parties accordingly unite, or feparate, on the
maxims of a gang of robbers; they facrifice to intereft
the tendereft affections of human nature. The parent
fupplies the market for flaves, even by the fale of his
own children; the cottage ceafes to be a {anctuary for
the weak and the defencelefs ftranger; and rites of ho=-
{pitality, often fo facred among nations in their primi-
tive {tate, come to be violated, like every other tie of
humanity, without fear or remorfe *.

NaT10Ns, which in later periods of their hiftory be~
came eminent for civil wifdom and juftice, had, per-
haps, in a former age, paroxyfmsof lawlefs diforder,
to which this defcription might in part be applied. The
very policy by which they arrived at their degree of na-
tional felicity, was devifed as a remedy for outrageous
abufe. The eftablithment of order was dated from the
commiflion of rapes and murders; indignation, and
private revenge, were the principles on which nations
proceeded to the expulfion of tyrants, to the emancipa-
tion of mankind, and the full explanation of their poli-
tical rights.

* Chardin’s travels through Mingrelia into Perfia,

DEFECTS
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DerecTs of governmenr, and of law, may be in
fome cafes confidered as a fymptom of innocence and of
virtue. But where power is already eftablithed, where
the ftrong are unwilling to fuffer reftraint, or the weak
unable to find a protection, the defe@s of law are
marks of the moft perfe@ corruption.

AMoONG rude nations, government is often defetive;
both becaufe men are not yet acquainted with all the
evils for which polithed nations have endeavoured to
find a redrefs; and becaufe, even where evils of the
moft flagrant nature have long afflicted the peace of {o=-
ciety, they have not yet been able to apply the cure.
In the progrefs of civilization, new diftempers break
forth, and new remedies are applied: but the remedy is
not always applied the moment the diftemper appears ;
and laws, though fuggefted by the commiflion of
crimes, are not the fymptom of a recent corruption,
but of a defire to find a remedy that may cure, per=
haps, fome inveterate evil which has long afllicted the
{tate.

THERE are corruptions, however, under which men
fill poflefs the vigour and the refolution to corre® them-
felves. Such are the violence and the outrage which ac-
company the collifion of fierce and daring {pirits, oc-
cupied in the flruggles which fometimes precede
the dawn of civil and commercial improvements. In
fuch cafes, men have frequently difcovered a remedy for
evils, of which their own mifruided impetuofity, and
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fuperior force of mind, were the principal caufes. But
ifto a depraved difpofition, we fuppoie to be jomned a
weaknefs of {pirit; if to an admiration, and defire of
riches, be joined an averfion to danger or bufinefs; if
thofe orders of men whofe valour is required by the
public, ceafe to be brave; if the members of {ociety, i

general, have not thofe perfonal qualities which are re-
quired to fill the ftations of equality, or of honour, to
'which thev are invited by the forms of the ftate; they
muft fink to a depth from which their imbecility, even
more than their depraved inclinations, may prevent theis

il
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Of Luxury.

WE are far from being agreed on the application
of the term fJuxury, or on that degree of its
meaning which is confiftent with national profperity, or
with the moral retitude of our nature. Itis {fometimes em-
ployed to fignify a mannerof life which we think necellary
to civilization, and even to happinefs. It is, in our pane-
gyric of polifhed ages, the parent of arts, the fupport of
commerce, and the minifter of national greatnels, and
of opulence. Itis, in our cenfure of degenerate manners,
the fource of corruption, and the prefage of natioual
declenfion and ruin. Itis admired, and it is blamed ;
it is treated as ornamental and ufeful; and it 1s profcri-

bed as a vice.

Wit all this diverfity in our judgements, we are
generally uniform in employing the term to fignify that
complicated apparatus which mankind devife for the eafe
and convenience of life. Their buildings, furniture,
equipage, cloathing, train of domeftics, refinement of
the table, and, in general, all that alfemblage which is
rather intended to pleafe the fancy, than to obviate real
wants, and which 1s rather ornamental than ufeful.
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WHEN we are difpofed, therefore, under the appel-
lation of /uxury, to rank the enjoyment of theft things
among the vices, we either tacitly refer to the habits of
fenfuality, debauchery, prodigality, vanity, and arro-
gance, with which the poffeflion of high fortune is fome-
times attended; or we apprehend a certain meafure of
what is necellary to human life, beyond which all en-
joyments are fuppofed ro be exceflive and vicious. When,
on the contrary, luxury is made an article of national
luftre and felicity, we only think of it as an innocent
confequence of the unequal diftribution of wealth, and
as a method by which different ranks are rendered mu-
tually dependent, and mutually ufeful. The poor are
made to practife arts, and the rich to reward them. The
public itfelf is made a gainer by what feems to wafte its
ftock, and 1t receives a perpetual increafe of wealth,
from the influence of thofe growing appetites, and deli-
cate taftes,” which feem to menace confumption and

ruin.

It is certain, that we muft either, together with the
commercial arts, fuffer their fruits to be enjoyed, and e-
ven, in fome meafure, admired; or, like the Spartans,
prohibit the art itfelf, while we are afraid of its confe-
quences, or while we think that the conveniencies it
brings exceed what nature requires,

WE may propofe to ftop the advancement of arts at
any {tage of their progrefs, and ftill incur the cenfure of
luxury from thofe who have not advanced {fo far. The

houfe-
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houfe-builder and the carpenter at Sparta were limited
to the ufe of the axe and the faw ; but a Spartan cottage
might have pafled for a palace in Thrace: and if the di{-
pute were to turn on the knowledge of what is phyfical-

ly neceflary to the prefervation of human life, as the

{tandard of what is morally lawful, the faculties of

phyfic, as well as of morality, would probably divide on
the fubjeét, and leave every individual, as at prefent,
to find fome rule for himfelf. The cafuift, for the
moft part, confiders the practice of his own age and
condition, as a ftandard [for mankind. If in one age
or condition, he condemn the ufe of a coach, in ano-
ther he would have no lefs cenfured the wearin g of thoes ;
and the very perfon who exclaims againft the firft, would
probably not have fpared the fecond, if it had not been
already familiar in ages before his own. A cenfor born
i a cottage, and accuftomed to fleep upon ftraw, does
not propofe that men fhould return to the woods and
the caves for fhelter ; he admits the reafonablenefs and
the utility of what is already familiar; and apprehends
an excels and corruption, only in the neweft refincment
of the rifing generation.

THE clergy of Europe have preached fucceflively a-
gainit every new fafhion, and every innovation in drefs,
The modes of youth are the fubjec of cenfure to the old;

and modes of the laft age, in their turn, are matter of

ridicule to the flippant, and the young. Of this there
1s not always a better account to be given, than that the
old are difpofed to be fevere, and the young to he
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Tue argument againft many of the conveniencies
of |
being neceflary, was equally proper in the month of the
favage, who difluaded from the firft applications of in-
duftry, as it is in that of the moralift, who infifts on the
vanity of the laft. “ Our anceftors,” he might fay,
“ found their dwelling under this rock ; they gathered
“ their food in the foreft; they allayed their thirft from
the fountain; and they were clothed in the {poils of

life, drawn from the mere confideration of their not

{11
“ the beaft they had {lain. Why {hould we indulge a

“ falfedelicacy, orrequire from the earth fruits which the

“ is not accuftomed to yield ! The bow of our fathers is

“ already too ftrong for our arms ; and the wild beaft

“ begins to lord it in the woods.”

Trvus the moralift may have found, in the proceed-
ings of every age, thofe topics of blame, from which he
is fo much difpofed to arraign the manners of his own;
and our imbarraflment on the fubject, is, perhaps, buta
part of that general perplexity which we undergo, in
trying to define moral characters by external circumf{tan-
ces, which may, or may not, be attended with faults in
the mind and the heart. One man finds a vice in the
wearing of linen; another does not, unlefs the fabric
be fine : and if, mean-time, it be true, that a perfon may
be drefled in manufadture, either coarfe or fine; that he
may {lecp in the fields, or lodge in a palace; tread up-
on carpet, or plant his foot on the ground ; while the
mind either retains, or has loft, its penetration, and its
vigour, and the heart its affetion to mankind, it is vain,
ninder any fuch circumitance, to {ecek for the diftinétions

of
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of virtue and vice, or to tax the polithed citizen with
weaknefs for any part of his equipage, or for his wear-
ing a fur, perhaps, in which fome favage was drefled
before him. Vamity 1s not diftinguifhed by any pecu-
liar {pecies of drefs. It is betrayed by the Indian in
the phantaftic aflortments of his plumes, his fhells, his
party-coloured furs, and in the time he beftows at the
glafs and the toilet. Its projets in the woods and in
the town are the fame: in the one, it {feeks, with the vi-
fage bedaubed, and with teeth artificially ftained, for
that admiration, which it courts in the other with a
gilded equipage, and liveries of {late.

PoL1sHED nations, in their progrefs, often come to
furpafs the rude in moderation, and {everity of manners.
“ The Greeks,” fays Thucydides, “notlong ago, like bar-
“ barians, wore golden fpangles in the hair, and went

armed in times of peace.” Simplicity of drefs in this
people, became a mark of politenefs : and the mere ma-
terials with which the body is nourifhed or clothed, are
probably of little confequence to any people. We mulfl
look for the characters of men in the qualities of the
mind, not in the {pecies of their food, or in the
mode of their apparel. What are now the ornaments of
the grave, and {evere; what is owned to be a real con-
veniency, were once the fopperies of youth, or were de-
vifed to pleafe the effeminate. The new fafhion, indeed,
is often the mark of the coxcomb ; but we frequently

change our fafhions, without increafing the meafures of

our vanity or folly.
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ARE the apprehenfions of the fevere, therefore, in e-
very age, equally groundlefs and unreafonable ! Are we
never to dread any error in the article of a refinement
beftowed on the means of {ubfiftence, or the convenien-
cies of life ? The faét is, that men are perpetually ex-
poled to the commiflion of error in this article, not
merely where they are accuftomed to high meafures of
accommodation, or to any particular {pecies of food, but
where-ever thefe objedls, in general, may come to be
preferred to friends, to a country, or to mankind ;
they actually commit fuch error, where-ever they admire
paultry diftinctions or frivolous advantages; where-ever
they fhrink from fmall inconveniencies, and are incapable
of difcharging their duty with vigour., The ufe of
morality on this {ubjec, is not to limit men to any
particular {pecies of lodging, diet, or cloaths; but
to prevent their confidering thefe conveniencies as
the principal objects of human life. And if we are
alked, Where the purfuit of trifling accommoda-
tions. {Thould ftop, in order that a man may devorte
himfelf entirely to the higher engagements of life:
we may anfwer, That it {hould ftop where it is. This
was the rule followed at Sparta : The objeé of the rule
was, to preferve the heart entire for the public, and to
occupy men 1n cultivating their own nature, not in ac-
cumulating wealth, and external conveniencies. It was
not expected otherwife, that the axe or the faw thould be
attended with greater political advantage, than the plane
and the chifel. When Cato walked the fireets of Rome
without his robe, and without thoes, heldid fo, moft
probably, in contempt of what his countrymen were {0

prone
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prone to admire ; not in hopes of finding a virtue in one
{pecies of drefs, or a vice in another,

Luxury, therefore, confidered as a predilection in fa-
vour of the objeéts of vanity, and the coflly materials
of pleafure, is ruinous to the human characler; con-
fidered as the mere ufe of accommodations and conveni~
encies which the age has procured, rather depends on
the progrefs which the mechanical arts have made, and
onthe degreein which the fortunes of men are unequally
parcelled, than on the difpofitions of particular men ci-
ther to vice or to virtue.

DirrERENT meafures of luxury are, however, va-
rioufly fuited to different conflitutions of government.
The advancement of arts fuppofes an unequal diftribu-
tion of fortune; and the means of diftinction they bring,
ferve to render the feparation of ranks more fenfible.
Luxury is, upon this account, apart from all its moral
effe@ts, adverfe to the form of democratical government;
and in any ftate of fociety, can be fafely admitted in that
degree only in which the members of the community
are {uppofed of unequal rank, and conftitute public or-
der by means of a regular fubordination. High degrees
of it appear {alutary, and even neceflary, in monarchical
and mixed governments ; where, befides the encourage-
ment to arts and commerce, it ferves to give luftre to
thofe hereditary or conflitutional dignities which have
a place of importance in the political fyftem. Whether
even here luxury leads to abufe peculiar to ages of high

refinement
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refinement and opulence, we fhall proceed to confider in
the following fections,

S e il 6 i 111,

Of the Corruption incident to Polifbed Nations.

Uxvury and corruption are frequently coupled to-
gether, and even pafs for {fynonymous terms. But
in order to avoid any difpute about words, by the firlt
we may underfland that accumulation of wealth, and
that refinement on the ways of enjoying it, which are the
objects of induflry, or the fruits of mechanic and com-
mercial arts: And by the fecond a real weaknefs, or
depravity of the human charader, which may accompa-
ny any {late of thofe arts, and be found under any exter-
nal circumftances or condition whatfoever. It remains
to inquire, What are the corruptions incident to polifh-
ed nations, arrived at certain meafures of luxury, and
poflefled of certain advantages, in which they are gene-
rally fuppofed to excel ?

WE need not have recourfe to a parallel between the
manners of entire nations, in the extremes of civilization
and rudenefs, in order to be fatisfied, that the vices of
men are not proportioned to their fortunes ; or that the
habits of avarice, or of fenfuality, are not founded on any

certam
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certain meafures of wealth, or determinate kind of en-
joyment. Where the fituations of particular men are va-
ried as much by their perfonal ftations, as they can be
by the ftate of national refinements, the {fame paffions
for interefl, or pleafure, prevail in every condition. They

by

arife from temperament, or an acquired admiration o
property ; not from any particular manner of life in
which the parties are engaged, nor from any particular
{pecies of property, which may have occupied their cares

and their withes.

TEMPERANCE and moderation are, at leall, as fre-
quent among thofe whom we call the fuperior, as they
are among the lowerclafles of men; and however we may

afhx the character of {fobriety to mere cheapnefs of

diet, and other accommodations with which any parti-
cular age, or rank of men, appear to be contented, it is
well known, that coftly materials are not neceflary to
conflitute a debauch, nor profligacy lefs frequent under
the thatched roof, than under the lofty ceiling. Men
orow equally familiar with different conditions, receive
equal pleafure, and are equally allured to f‘:‘.ﬂ-'_‘.'.ljit}.'_‘ in

the palace, and in the cave. Their acquiring

in either
habits of intemperance or {loth, depends on the remif=
fion of other purfuits, and on the diflafte of the mind to
other engagements. If the affections of the heart be a-
wake, and the paflions of love, admiration, or anger, be
kindled, the coftly furniture of the palace, as well as the
homely accommuodations of the cottage, are neglecied:
and men, when roufed, reject their repofe; or, when
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wearied, embrace it alike on the filken bed, or on the
couch of ftraw.

WE are not, however, from hence to conclude, that
luxury, with all its concomitant circumftances, which
either ferve to favour its increafe, or which, in the ar-
rangements of civil fociety, follow it as confequences,
can have no effe& to the difadvantage of national man-
ners, If that refpite from public dangers and troubles
which gives a leifure for the practice of commercial arts,
be continued, or increafed, into a difufe of national ef-
forts ; if the individual, not called to unite with his
country, be left to purfue his private advantage; we may
find him become effeminate, mercenary, and fenfual ;
not becaufe pleafures and profits are become more allu-

ring, but becaufe he has fewer calls to attend to other

1g,
objects ; and becaufe he has more encouragement to {tu-
dy his perfonal advantages, and purfue his {feparate in-

terells.

¥ the difparities of rank and fortune which are ne-
ceffary to the purfuit or enjoyment of luxury, introduce
falfe grounds of precedency and eftimation ; if, on the
mere confiderations of being rich or poor, one order of
men are, in their own apprehenfion, elevated, ano-
ther debafzd ; if one be criminally proud, another mean-
ly dejeted ; and every rankin its place, like the tyrant,
who thinks that nations are made for himfelf, be difpofed
to affume on the rights of mankind: although, upon the
comparifon, the higher order may be leaft corrupted ; or
from
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from education, and a fenfe of perfonal dignity, have
moft good qualities remaining; yet the one becoming
mercenary and fervile; the other imperious and ar-
rogant ; both regardlefs of juftice, and of merit; the
whole mafs 1is corrupted, and the manners of a fociety
changed for the worfe, in proportion as its members
ceale to act on principles of equality, independence, or
freedom.

Uron this view, and confidering the merits of men
in the abftrac, a mere change from the habits of a re-
public to thofe of a monarchy ; from the love of equa-
lity, to the fenfe of a fubordination founded on birth,
titles, and fortune, is . fpecies of corruption to man-
kind. But this degree of corruption is {till confiftent with
the fafety and profperity of fome nations; it admits of
a vigorous courage, by which the rights of individuals,
and of kingdoms, may be long preferved.

Uxper the form of monarchy, while yet in its vi-
oour, fuperior fortune is, indeed, one mark by which
the different orders of men are diftingunithed ; but there
are fome other ingredients, withour which wealth is not
admitted as a foundation of precedency, and in favour
of which it is often defpifed, and lavilhed away. Such
are birch and titles, the reputation of courage, courtly
manners, and a certain elevation of mind. If we fup-
pofe, that thefe diftin@icns are forgotten, and nobility
itfelf only to be known by the fumptuous retinue which
money alone may procure; and by a lavifh expence,

3 C which
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which the more recent fortunes can generally beft fuf>
tain ; luxury muft then beallowed to corrupt the monar-
chical as much as the republican ftate, and to introduce
a fatal diffolution of manners, under which men of eve-
ry condition, although tI\cv are eager to acquire; or to
difplay their wealth, have no remains of real ambition.
They have neither the clcv:ttum of nobles, nor the fideli-
ty of fubjeéts ; they have changed into effeminate vani-
ty, that fenfe of honour which gave rules to the perfo-
nal courage; and into a fervile balenefs, chat loyalty,
which bound each in his place, to his immediate fupe-
rior, and the whole to the throne.

NaTroNs are moft expofed™o corruption from this
quarter, when the mechanical arts, being greatly ad-
vanced, furnifh numberlefs articles, to be applied in or-
nament to the perfon, in furniture, entertainment, or
equipage; when fuch articles as the rich alone can pro-
cure are admired ; and when confideration, precedence,

and rank, are accordingly made to depend on fortune,

I~ a more rude ftate of the arts, although wealth be
unequally divided, the opulent can amafs 01-1]}' the fimple
means of fubfiftence : They can only fill thegranm'y, and
furnifh the ftall ; reap from more extended fields, and
drive their herds over a larger pafture. To enjoy their
magnificence, they mufl live in a croud; and to fecure
their pofleflions, they muft be furrounded with friends
that efpoufe their quarrels. Their honours, as well
their fafety, confift in the numbers who attend them ;

and
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e 1)

and their perfonal diftinctions are taken from their libe-

rality, and fuppofed elevation of mind., In this man-
ner, the pofleflion of riches ferves only to make the own-
er alfume a character of magnanimity, to become the
guardian of numbers, or the public object of refpect and
affection. Butwhen the bulky conftituents of wealth, and
of ruftic magnificence, can be exchanged for refine-
ments ; and when the produce of the {o1l may be turn-

ed into equipage, and mere decoration ; when the com-

2
bination of many 1s no longer required for perfonal fate-
ty; the mafter may become the fole confumer of his own
eftate: he may refer theufe of every fubject to himfelf ; he
may employ the materials of generofity to feed a perfonal
vanity, or to indulge a fickly and effeminate fancy, which
has learned to enumerate the trappings of weaknefs or
folly among the neceflaries of life.

Tur Perfian fatrape, we are told, when he {faw the
King of Sparta at the place of their conference, flretched
on the grafs with his foldiers, bluthed at the provi-
ion he had made for the accommeodation of his own
perfon: he ordered the furs and the carpets to be with-
drawn ; he felt his own inferiority ; and recolleted, that
he was to treat with a man, not to vie with a pageant in

coftly attre and magnificence.

WHEN, amidft circumf{tancs that makeno trial of the
virtues or talents of men, we have been accuftomed to
the air of fuperiority, which people of fortune derive
from their retinue, we are apt to lofe every fenfe of dif-
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3
tinéhion arifing from merit, or even from abilities. We
rate our fellow-citizens by the foure they are able to
make; by their buildings, their drefs, their equipage,
and the train of their followers. All thefe circumf{tances
make a part in our eftimate of what is excellent ; and if
the mafter himfelf is known to be a pageant in the midft
of his forrune, we neverthelefs pay our court to his fta-
tion, and look up with an envious, fervile, or dejected
mind, to what 1s, in itfelf, {carcely fit to amufe chil-
dren ; though, when it is worn as a badge of diftinc-
tion, itinflames the ambition of thofe we call the great,
and ftrikes the multitude with awe and refpeét.

WEe judge of entire nations by the produétions of a
few mechanical arts, and think we are talking of men,
while we are boafting of their eftates, their drefs, and
their palaces. The {fenfe in which we apply the terms,
great, and noble, bigh rank, and bigh life, thew, that we
have, on fuch occafions, transferred the idea of perfec-
tion from the character to the equipage; and that excel-
lence itfelf is, in our efteem, a mere pageant, adorned
at a great expence, by the labours of many workmen,

To thofe who overlook the fubtile tranfitions of the i-
magination, it might appear, fince wealth can do no
more than furnith the means of {ubfiftence, and purchafe
animal pleafures, that covetoufnefs, and venality itfelf,
{hould keep pace with our fears of want, or with our
appetite for {fenfual enjoyments ; and that where the ap-
petite is fatiated, and the fear of want is removed, the

mind
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mind fhould be at eafe on'the fubjeét of fortune. But
they are not the mere pleafures that riches procure, nor
the choice of viands which cover the board of the weal-
thy, that inflame the paflions of the covetous and the
mercenary. Nature is eafily fatisfied in all her enjoy-
ments. It is an opinion of eminence, conneéted with
fortune ; it is a fenfe of debafement attending on pover-
ty, which renders us blind to every advantage, but that
of the rich; and infenfible to every difgrace, but that of
the poor. It is this unhappy apprehenfion, that occa-
fionally prepares us for the defertion of every duty, for
a {ubmiffion to every indignity, and for the commiflion
of every crime that can be accomplifhed in fafety.

AURENGZEBE was not more renowned for {fobriety in
his private ftation,and in the conduct of a fuppofed difli-
mulation, by which he afpired to fovereign power, than
he continued to be, even on the throne of Indoftan.
Simple, abftinent, and fevere in his diet, and other plea-
fures, he f{till led the life of a hermit, and occupied his
time with a {feemingly painful application to the affairs

of a great empire *. He quitted a ftation in which, if

pleafure had been his object, he might have indulged his

fenfuality without referve ; hemade his way to a fcene of

difquictude and care ; he aimed at the fummit of hu-
e e i Tl Tail A ot

man greatnels, 1n tht:pohdhon of imperial fortune, not

at the gratifications of animal appetite, or the enjoyment

# Gemelli Carceri.
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of cafe. F'-m--l-'ww to fenfual pleafiwe, as well as to the
feclings of nature, he dethroned his tather, and he mur-
dered his brothers, that he might roll on a carriage in-

& e o,
crufted with dis

nond and pearl; that his elephants, his
camels, and his horfes, on the march, might form a line
extending many leagues ; might prefent a glittering har-
nefs to th:: fun; and loaded with treafure, ufher to the
view of an abje& and admiring croud, that awful
majefty, in whofe prefence they were to ftrike the fore-
head on the ground, and be overwhelimed with the fenfe
of his greatnefs, and with that of their ewn debafe-
mient,

As thefe are the objecs which prompt the defire of
dominion, and excite the ambitious to aim at the mafte-
ry of their fellow-creatures ; fo tl hey mipn the mdilm:v
race of men with a fenfe of 1ni"1'mlty and meannefs, that
prepares them to fuffes ~indignities, and to become the
property of perions, whom they mnlmcr as of a rank

and a nature fo much fuperior to their own.

THE chains of perpetual flavery, accordingly, appear
to be rivetted in the Faft, no lefs by the pageantry which
15 made to accompany the pofleflion of p vower, than they
are by the fears of the fword, and the terrors ()F.l ll]lI]l'u
ry execution. In the Weft, as well as the Eaft, we are
willing to bow to the {plendid equipage, and ftand at an
awful diftance from the pomp of a princely eftate.  We
too, may be terrified by the frowns, or won by the
fmiles, of thofe whofe favour is riches and honour,

and
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and whofe difpleafure is poverty and neglect. -We too
may overlook the honours of the human {oul, from an
admiration of the pageantries that accompany fortunc.
The proceflion of elephants harnefled with gold might
dazzle into {laves, the people who derive corruption and
weaknefs from the effe@ of their own arts and contri-
vances, as well as thofe who inherit fervility from their
anceftors, and are enfeebled by their natural tempera-
ment, and the ¢nervating charms of their {oil, and their
climate.

IT appears, therefore, that although the mere ufe of
materials which conflitute luxury, may be diftinguith-
ed from actual vice; yet nations under a high flate of
the commercial arts, are expofed to corruption, by their
admitting wealth, unfupported by perfonal clevation and
virtue, as the great foundation of diftinction, and by
having theirattention turned on the fide of intereft, as the
road to confideration and honour.

WiTH this efle@, luxury may ferve to corrupt demo-
cratical flates, by introducing a fpecies of monarchical
{ubordination, without that {fenfe of high birth and he-
reditary honours which render the boundaries of rank
fixed and determinate, and which teach men to act in
their {tations with forceand propriety. It may prove the
occafion of political corruption, even in monarchical
governments, by drawing refpect towards mere wealth s
by cafting a fhade on the luftre of perfonal qualities, or
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292 Of the Corruption incident Part VI,

family-diftinctions ; and by infecting all orders of men,
with equal venality, fervility, and cowardice.

SR I £ i IV.

The fame fubjel? continued.

HE increafing regard with which men appear, in

the progrefs of commercial arts, to ftudy their
profit, or the delicacy with which they refine on their
pleafures; even induftry itfelf, or the habit of applica-
tion to a tedious employment, in which no honours are
won, may, perhaps, be confidered as indications of a
growing attention to intereft, or of effeminacy, contraét-
ed in the enjoyment of eafe and conveniency. Every
fucceffive art, by which the individual is taught to im-
prove on his fortune, is, in reality, an addition to his
private engagements, and a new avocation of his mind
from the public.

CorrurTiOoN, however, does not arife from the ab-
ufe of commercial arts alone ; it requires the aid of po-
litical fitvation ; and is not produced by the objeds that
occupy a fordid and a mercenary {pirit, without the aid
of circumftances that enable men to indulge in fafety
any mean difpofition they have acquired.

PROVIDENCE
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PrOVIDENCE has fitted mankind for the higher en-
gagements which they are fometimes obliged to ful-
fil; and itis in the midft of fuch engagements that they
are moft likely to acquire or to preferve their virtues,
The habits of a vigorous mind are formed in contend-
ing with difficulties, not in enjoying the repofe of a pa-

cific ftation ; penetration and wifdom are the fruits of

experience, not the leflons of retirement and leifure;
ardour and generofity are the qualities of a mind roufed
and animated in the conduct of fcenes that engage the
heart, not the gifts of refle¢tion or knowledge. The
mere intermifflion of national and political efforts is, not-
withftanding, fometimes miftaken for public good ; and
there is no miftake more likely to fofter the vices, or
to flatter the weaknefs, of feeble and interefted men.

Lr the ordinary arts of policy, or rather, if a grow-
ing indiflerence to objeéts of a public nature, fhould
prevail, and, under any free conftitution, put an end to
thofe difputes of party, and filence that noife of diflen-
fion, which generally accompany the exercife of freedom,
we may venture to prognofticate corruption to the na-
tional manners, as well as remiflnefs to the national fpi-
vit. The period is come, when, no engagement remain-
ing on the part of the public, private intereft, and ani-
mal pleafure, become the fovereign objeéts of care.
When men, being relieved from the preflure of great oc-
cafions, beftow their attention on trifles; and having
carried what they are pleafed to call fZnfidility and delicacy,
on the fubjet of eafe or moleftation, as far as real

3 D weaknefs

i
|

i

L]
e |

il

fih)

L

-
H
»
[

H

-

L




Of the Corruption incident Part VI,

394
weaknefs or folly can go, have recourfe to affectation,
in order to enhance the pretended demands, and accu-
mulate the anxieties, of a fickly fancy, and enfeebled
mind.

In this condition, mankind generally flatter their
own imbecility under the name of politens/s. They are
perfuaded, that the celebrated ardour, generofity, and
fortitude, of former ages, bordered on frenzy, or were
the mere effe@s of neceflity, on men who had not the
means of enjoying their eafe, or their pleafure. They
congratulate themfelves on having efcaped the florm
which required the exercife of fuch arduous virtues; and
with that vanity which accompanies the human race in
their meaneft condition, they boaft of a fcene of affecta-
tion, of languor, or of folly, as the ftandard of human
felicity, and as furnifhing the propereft exercife of a
rational nature..

IT is none of the leaft menacing fymptoms of an age
prone to degeneracy, that the minds of men become per-
plexed in the ditcernment of mernit, as much as the {pi-
rit becomes enfeebled in conduét, and the heart mifled
‘in the choice of its objeéts. The care of mere fortune
is fuppofed to conftitute wifdom; retirement from pu-
blic affairs, and real indifference to mankind, receive
the applaufes of moderation and virtue.

GrEeaT fortitude, and elevation of mind, have not
always, indeed, been employed in the attainment of
valuable
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valuable ends ; but they are always refpectable, and they
are always neceflary when we would act for the good of
mankind, in any of the more arduous ftations of life.
While, therefore, we blame their mifapplication, we
thould beware of depreciating their value. Men of a
fevere and f{ententious morality have not always f{uffici-
ently obferved this caution; nor have they been duly
aware of the corruptions they flattered, by the fatire
they employed againft what is afpiring and prominent in
the characer of the human foul.

It might have been expected, that in an age of hope-
lefs debafement *, the talents of Demofthenes and Tully,
even the ill-governed magnanimity of a Macedonian,
or the daring enterprife of a Carthaginian leader, might
have efcaped the acrimony of a fatirift, who had fo ma-
ny objects of correction in his view, and who pofleffed
thearts of declamation in fo high a degree:

I, demens, et fevos curre per Alpes,
Ut pueris placeas, et declamatio fias,

is part of the illiberal cenfure which is thrown by this
poet on the perfon and adtion of a leader, who, by his
courage and condué, in the very fervice to which the
{atire referred, had well nigh faved his country from the
ruin with which it was at laft overwhelmed.

® Juvenal’s 1oth fatire.
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Fieroes are much the fame, the point’s agreed,
From Macedonia’s madman to the Swede,
35 a diftich, in which another poet of beautiful talents,
has attempted to depreciate a name, to. which, probably,
few of his readers are found to afpire.

Ir men muft go wrong, there isa choice of their very
errors, as well as of their virtues. Ambition, the love of
perfonal eminence, and the defire of tame, although
they fometimes lead to the commiflion. of crimes, yet al-
ways engage men in purfuits that require to be {fupported
by fome of the greateft qualities of the human foul ; and
if eminence is the principalobje@ of purfuit, there is, at
leaft, a probability, that thofe qualities may be ftudied
on which a real elevation of mind is raifed. But when
public alarms have ceafed, and contempt of glory is re-
commended as an article of wifdom, the fordid habits,
and mercenary difpofitions, to which, under a general
indifference to national obje@s, the members of a polifh-
ed or commercial ftate are expofed, muft prove at once
the moft eflectual fuppreflion of every liberal {entiment,
and the moft fatal reverfe of all thofe principles from
which communities derive their hopes of prefervation,
and their frength.

IT is noble to poflefs happinefs and independence, ei-
ther in retirement, or in public life. The chara@eriftic
of the happy, is to acquit themfelves well in EVEry con-
dition; in the court, or inthe village; in the fenate, or in
the private retreat. But if they affe@ any particular fla~

tion,




SE{&..:].. 1o Pﬂféfbﬂd Natons. 357

tion, it'is furely that in which their a&ions may be ren-
dered mofl extenfively ufeful. Our confidering mere re-
tirement, therefore, as a fymptom of. moderation, and
of virtue, is either a remnant of that {yflem, under

which monks and anchorets, . in former ages, have been.

canonized; or proceeds from a habit of thinking, which
appears- equally fraught with moral corruption, from

our-confidering: public life as a {cene for the gratification.
of mere vanity, avarice, and ambition; never as fur--

nithing the beft opportunity for a juft and a happy en-
gagement .of the mind and the heart.
)

EmuLaTioN, and the defire of power, are but forry
motives to pubiic conduct; but if they.have been, in any
cafe, the principalinducements from which men have ta-
ken part in the fervice of their country, any diminution
of their prevalence or force is a real corruption of natio-
nal manners; and the pretended moderation aflamed by
the higher orders of men, hasa fatal effe@ in the
ftate,” The difinterefted love of the public, 1sa prin-
ciple without which fome conflitutions of govern-
ment cannot fubfift : but when we confider how feldom

this has appeared a reigning paflion, we have little rea--
{on to impute the pl‘uiijcrity or prefervation of nations, ,

in every cafe, to its influence. .

IT is fufficient, perhaps, under one form of govern-
ment, that men fhould be fond of their independence;
that they fhould be ready to oppofe ufurpation, and to re-
pel perfonal indignities: under another, it is fuflicient, that

they
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‘they fhould be tenacious of their rank, and of their ho-
nours; and inftead of a zeal for the public, entertain a
vigilant jealouly of the rights which pertain to them-
felves. When numbers of men retain a certain degree
of elevation and fortitude, they are qualified to give a
mutual check to their {everal errors, and are able to act
in that variety of fituationstwhich the diflerent conftitu-
tions of government have prepared for their members :
but, under the difadvantages of a feeble {pirit, however
directed, and however informed, no national conftitu-
tion is {afe; nor can any degree of enlargement to which
a {tate has arrived, fecure its political welfare.

IN ftates where property, diftinétion, and pleafure,
are thrown out as baits to the imagination, and incen-
tives to paflion, the public feems to rely for the prefer-
vation of its political life, on the degree of emulation
and jealouly with which parties mutually oppofe and
reftrain each other. The defires of preferment and pro-
fit in the breaft of the citizen, are the motives from
which he is excited to enter on public affairs, and are
the confiderations which direét his political conduét.
"The fuppreflion, therefore, of ambition, of party-ani-
mofity, and of public envy, is probably, in every fuch
cafe, not a reformation, but a {ymptom of weaknefs,
and a prelude to more fordid purfuits, and ruinous a-
mufements,

Ox the eve of fuch a revolution in manners, the high-
er ranks, in every mixed or monarchical government,
have
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have need to take care of themfelves.. Men of buflinefs,

and of induftry, in the inferior ftations of life, retain }
their occupations, and are fecured, by a kind of necef-

fity, in the pofleflion of thofe habits on which they rely

for their quict, and for the moderate enjoyments of life.

But the higher orders of men, if they relinquifh the ftate,

if they ceafe to poflefs that courage and elevation of

mind, and to exercife thofe talents which are employed I
in its defence, and its government, are, in reality, by i
the feeming advantages of their ftation, become the re-
fufe of that fociety of which they once were the orna-
ment ; and from being the moft refpetable, and the |
molt happy, of its members, are become the moft wretch-

ed and corrupt.. In their approach to this condition, .
and in the abfence of every manly occupation, they feel a b
JiMatisfadtion and languor which they cannot explain :

They pine in the midft of apparent enjoyments; or, by

the variety and caprice of their different purfuits and i
amufements, exhibit a ftate of agiration, which, like the
difquiet of ficknefs, is not a proof of enjoyment or b

pleafure, but of fuffering and pain.” The care of his-
buildings, his equipage, Or his table, is chofen by one;

literary amufement, or fome frivolous ftudy, by ano- ﬁl‘:
ther. The fports of the country, and the diverfions of :
the town ; the gaming-table ¥, dogs, horfes, and wine, '|f|!
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« Thefe different occupations differ from each other, in refpeit to their. it
dignity- and their innocence ; but none of them are the fchools from which
ain the tottering fortune of nations; they are equal-
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are employed to fill up the blank of a liftlefs and unpro-
fitable life. They fpeak of human purfuits, as if the
whole difliculty were to find fomething to do: They
fix on fome frivolous occupation, as if ‘there was
nothing that deferved to be done: They confider
what tends to the good of their fellow-creatures, as a
difadvantage to themdelves : They fly from every feene,
in which any efforts of vigour are required, or in which
they might be allured to perform any fervice to their
country. We mifapply our compaflion in pitying the
poor; it were much more juftly applied to the rich, who
become the firft vi®ims of that wretched infignificance,
into which the members of every corrupted ftate, by
the tendency of their weaknefles, and their vices, arein
hafte to plunge themfelves,

[T is in this condition, that the fenfual invent all
thofe refinements on pleafure, and devife thofe incen-
tives to a fatiated appetite, which tend to fofter the cor-
ruptions of a diffolute age. The effe@s of brutal appe-~
tite, and the mere debauch, are more flagrant, and
more violent, perhaps, in rude ages, than they are in
the later periods of commerce and luxury : but that
perpetual  habit of fv‘:arching for animal pleafure where
it is not to be found, in the gratifications of an appetite
that is cloyed, and among the ruins of an animal confli-
tution, is not more fatal to the virtues of the foul, than
it 1s even to the enjoyment of floth, or of pleafure ; it is
not a more certain avocation from public aflairs, or a
furer prelude to national decay, than itis a difappoint-
ment to our hopes of private felicity.

In
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IN thefe refletions, it has been the objed, not to af-
certain a precife meafure to which corruption has rifen
in any of the nations that have attained to eminence, or
that have gone to decay; bur to defcribe that remiflnefs
of {pirit, that weaknefs of foul, that ftate of national
debility, which is likely to end in political flavery; an
evil which remains to be confidered as the laft object of
caution, and beyond which there is no fubject of difgquifi-
tion in the perithing fortunes of nations,

Of Gorruption, as it tends to Political Slavery,

IBERTY, in one fenfe, appears to be the portion of
polifhed nations alone. The favage is perfonally
free, becaufe he lives unreftrained, and ad@s with the
members of his tribe on terms of equality. 'The barba-
rian is frequently independent from a continuance of the
fame circumitances, or becaufe he has courage and a
fword. But good policy alone can provide for the regu-
lar adminiftration of juitice, or conititute a force in the
{tate, which is ready on every occafion to defend the
rights of its members.

T has'been found, that, except in a few fingular ca-
{es, the commercial and political arts have advanced to-

3E gether.
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gether. Thefe arts have been in modern Europe fo -
terwoven, that we cannot determine which were prior in
the order af time, or derived moft advantage from the
mutual influences with which they act and re-act upon
one another. It has been obferved, that in fome nations
the {pirit of commerce, intent on fecuring its profits,
has led the way to political wifdom. A people, poflef-
fed of wealth, and become jealous of their properties,
have formed the project of emancipation, and have pro-
ceeded, under favour of an importance recently gained,
{till farther to enlarge their pretenfions, and ro difpute
the prerogatives which their fovereign had been in ufe to.
employ. Butit is in vain that we expect in one age,
from the pofleflion of wealth, the fruit which it is faid
to have borne in a former. Great acceflions of fortune,
when recent, when accompanied with frugality, and a
fenfe of independence, may render the owner confident
in his ftrength, and ready to {purn at oppreflion. The
purfe which is open, not to perfonal expence, or to the
indulgence of vanity, but to fupport the interefts of a
fadtion, to gratify the higher paflions of party, render
the wealthy citizen formidable to thefe who pretend to
dominion; but it does not follow, that in a time of
¢corruption, equal, or greater, meafures of wealth {hould
aperate to the fame effect.

On the contrary, when wealth is accumulated only in
the hands of the mifer, and runs to wafte from thofe of
the prodigal; when heirs of family find themfelves
firaitened and poor, in the midft of afluence; when the
cravings of luxury filence even the voice of party and

fadtion ;
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fa@ion; when the hopes of meriting the rewards of
compliance, or the fear of lofing what is held at difcre-
tion, keep men in a ftate of fufpenfe and anxiety ; when
fortune, in fhort, inftead of being confidered as the in-
{trument of a vigorous {pirit, becomes the idol of a cove-
tous or a profufe, of a rapacious or a timorous mind;
the foundation on which freedom was built, may ferve
to fupport a tyranny ; and what, in one age, raifed the
pretenfions, and foftered the confidence of the fubject,
may, in another, incline him to fervility, and furnifh
the price to be paid for his proftitutions. Even thofe,
who, in a vigorous age, gave the example of wealth, n
the hands of the people, becoming an occafion of free-
dom, may, in times of degeneracy, verify likewife the
maxim of Tacitus, That the admiration of riches leads
to defpotical government ”.

Mg~ who have tafted of freedom, and who have
felt their perfonal rights, are not eafily taught to bear
with incroachments on either, and cannot, without fome
preparation, come to {ubmit to oppreflion. They may
veceive this unhappy preparation, under different forms
of government, from different hands, and arrive at the
{ame end by different ways. They follow one direction
in republics, another in monarchies, and in mixed
povernments. But where-ever the ftate has, by means
that do not preferve the virtue of the fubjedt, eflectually
guarded his fafety ; remifsnefs, and neglect of the pu-
blic, are likely to follow ; and polifhed nations of every

# Eft apud illos et opibus honos; coque unusimperitat, &e, Tacitur o2

anor, Ger. ¢ 44, i _
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defeription, appear to encounter a danger, on this quar-
ter, proportioned to the degree in which they have,
during any continuance, enjoyed the uninterrupted pof=
fefiion of peace and profperity.

LiserTy refulss, we fay, from the government of
faws; and we are apt to confider ftatutes, not merely
as the refolutions and maxims of a people determined
to be frece, not as the writings by which their rights
arc kept on record ; but as a power erefted to guard
them, and as a barrier which the caprice of man cannot

rranfgrefs,

WaeN a bafba, in' Afia, pretends to decide every
controverfy by the rules of natural equity, we allow that
he is pofleffed of difcretionary powers. When a judge
in Europe is left to decide, according to his own inter-
pretation of written laws, is he in any fenfe more re-
ltrained than the former? Have the multiplied words of
a ftatute an influence over the conftience, and the heart,
more powerful than that of reafon and nature ? Docs
the party, in any judicial proceeding, enjoy a lefs degree
of fafety, when his rights are difcuffed, on the founda-
tion of a rule that is open to the underftandings of man-
kind, than when they are referred to an intricate fyftem,
which it has become the object of a feparate profeflion
to ftudy and to explain ?

Ir forms of proceeding, written ftatutes, or other
conftituents of law, ceafe to be enforced by the very {pi-
Tit




Sect. 5. to Political Slavery, 405

rit from which they arofe; they ferve only to cover, nort
to reftrain, the iniquities of power: they are poilibly
refpected even by the corrupt magiltrate, when they fa-
vour his purpofe; but they are contemned or evaded,
when they ftand in his way: And the influence of laws,
where they have any real effect in the prefervation of li-
berty, is not any magic power defcending from fhelves
that are loaded with books, but is, in reality, the in-
fluence of men refolved to be free; of men, who, ha-
ving adjufted in writing the terms on which they are to
live with the ftate, and with their fellow-fubjeés, are
determined, by their vigilance and fpirit, to make thefe

terms be obferved.

WE are taught, under every form of government, to
apprehend ufurpations, from the abufe, or from the ex-
tenfion of the executive power. In pure monarchies,
this power is commonly hereditary, and made to defcend
in a determinate line. In elective monarchies, it is held
for life. In republics, it is exercifed during a limited
rime. Where men, or families, are called by election
to the Poﬂl:ﬂion of temporary dignities, it is more the
object of ambition to perpetuate, than te extend their
powers. In hereditary monarchies, the fovereignty is
already perpetual; and the aim of every ambitious
prince, is to enlarge his prerogative. Republics, and,
in times of commotion, communities of every form, are
expofed to hazard, not from thofe only who are furma]l};
raifed to places of truft, but from every perfon what~

ever,
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ever, who is incited by ambition, and who is fupported
by fation.

It is no advantage to a prince, or other magiftrate,
to enjoy more power than is confiftent with the good of
mankind ; nor is it of any benefit to a man to be un-
juft: but thefe maxims are a feeble fecurity againft the
paflions and follies of men. Thofe who are intrufted
with any meafures of influence, are difpofed, from a
mere averfion to conflraint, to remove oppofition. Not
only the monarch who wears a hereditary crown, but
the magiftrate who holds his office for a limited time,
grows fond of his dignity. The very minifter, who de-
pends for his place on the momentary will of his prince,
and whofe perfonal interefts are, in every refpec, thofe
of a fubje, ftill has the weaknefs to take an intereft in
the growth of prerogative, and to reckon as gain to
himfelf the incroachments he has made on the rights
of a people, with whom he himfelf and his family are
foon to be numbered.

EvEN with the beft intentions towards mankind, we
are inclined to think, that their welfare depends, not on
the felicity of their own inclinations, or the happy em-
ployment of their own talents, but on their ready com-
pliance with what we have devifed for their good. Ac-
cordingly, the greateft virtue of which any fovereign
has hitherto fhown an example, is not a defire of
cherifhing in his people the fpirit of freedom and in-
dependence; but what is in itfelf fufficiently rare, and

highly
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highly meritarious, a fteady regard to the diftribution
of juftice in matters of property, a difpofition to proted
and to oblige, to redrefs the grievances, and to promote
the intereft of his fubjets. It was from a reference to
thefe objects, that Titus computed the value of his time,
and judged of its application. But the {word, which in
this beneficent hand was drawn to proteét the fubjed,
and to procure a fpeedy and effectual diftribution of ju-
ftice, was likewife fufficient in the hands of a tyrant, to
fhed the blood of the innocent, and to cancel the rights
of men. The temporary proceedings of humanity,
though they fufpended the exercife of opprefhion, did
not break the national chains : the prince was even the
better enabled to procure that fpecies of good which he
ftudied ; becaufe there was no freedom remaining, and
becaufe there was no where a force to difpute his decrees,
or to interrupt their execution.

Was it in vain, that Antoninus became acquainted
with the charaders of Thrafea, Helvidius, Cato, Dion,
and Brutus? Was it in vain, that he learned to under-
ftand the form of-a free community, raifed on the ba-
fis of equality and juftice; or of a monarchy, under
which the libertics of the fubject were held the moft fa-
cred objeét of adminiftration ¥? Did he miftake the
means of procuring to mankind what he points out as a
blefling? Or did the abfolute power with which he was

# M, Antoninus, lib, 1.

furnifhed,
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furnifhed, in a' mighty empire; only difable him from
executing what his mind had perceived as a national
good ! In fuch a cafe, it were vain to flatter the monarch
or his people. 'The firft cannot beftow hberty, without
raifing a {pirit, which may, on occaflion, {tand in oppofi-
tion to his own defigns; nor the latter receive this blef-
fing, while they own that it is.in the right of a mafter
to give or to with-hold it. The claim of juftice is firm
and peremptory. - We receive favours with a fenfe of
obligaton and kindnefs ; but we would inforce our
rights, and the f{pirit of freedom in this exertion can-
not take the tone of fupplication, or of thankfulnefs,
without betraying itfelf. “ You have intreated Octavius,”
fays Brutus to Cicero,** that he would fpare thofe who ftand
“* foremoft among the citizens of Rome. What if he will
“ not! Muft we perith? Yes; rather than owe our
“ fafety to him.”

LIBERTY is a right which every individual muft be
ready to vindicate for himfelf, and which he who pre-
tends to beftow as a favour, has by that very act in rea-
lity denied. Even political eftablifhments, though they
appear to be independent of the will and arbitration of
men, cannot be relied on for the prefervation of free-
dom ; -they may nourifh, but fhould not fuperfede that
firm and refolute fpirit, with which the liberal mind is
always prepared torefift indignities, and to refer its fafe-
ty to itfelf.

WERE a nation, therefore, given to be moulded by
2 fovereign, as the clay is put into the hands of the pot-

ter,
@
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ter, this project of beftowing liberty on a people who are
actually fervile, is, perhaps, of all others, the moit dif-
ficult, and requires moft to be executed in filence, and
with the deepeft referve. Men are qualified to receive
this blefling, only in proportion as they are made to ap-
prehend their own rights ; and are made torefpect the juft
pretenfions of mankind; in proportion as they are wil-
ling to fuftain, in their own perfons, the burden of go-
vernment, and of national defence; and are willing to
prefer the engagements of a liberal mind, to the enjoy-
ments of {loth, or the delufive hopes of a {afety purchar
fed by fubmiflion and fear.

I fpeak with refped, and, if I may be aliowed the
expreflion, even with indulgence, to thofe who are in-
trufted with high prerogatives in the political {y{tem of
nations. Itis, indeed, {feldom their fault that ftates are
inflaved. What fhould be expected from them, but that
being actuated by human defires, they fhould be averfe
to difappointment, or even to delay; and in the ardour
with which they purfue their objet, that they fhould
break through the barriers that would ftop their career?
If millions recede before {ingle men, and fenates are paf-
five, as if compofed of members who. had mo opinion
or {enfe of their own; on wholfe fide have the defences of
freedom given way, orto whom thall we impute their fall?
to the fubjeét, who has deferted his ftation; or to the fo-
vereign, who has only remained in his own; and who, if
the collateral or fubordinate members of government {hall

3. F ceafe
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ceafe to queftion his power, muift continue to govern
without any reftraint?

It is well known, that conftitutions framed for the
prefervation of liberty, muft confift of many parts; and
that fenates, popular affemblies, courts of juitice, ma=-
giftrates of different orders, ‘muft combine to balance
each other, while they exercife, fuftain, or check the exe-
cutive power. If any part is ftruck out, the fabric muft
totter, or fall ; if any member is remifs, the others muft
incroach. In affemblies conftituted by men of different
talents, habits, and apprehenfions, it were fomething
more than human that could make them agree in every
point of importance; having different opinions and
views, it were want of integrity to abftain from difputes:
our very praife of unanimity, therefore, is to be confi-
dered asadanger to liberty. We with forit, at the hazard
of taking in its place, theremiflnefs of men grown indiffe-
rent to the public ; the venality of thefe who have {old the
rights of their country; or the fervility of others, whoe
give implicit obedience to a leader by whom their minds
are fubdued. The love of the public, and refped to its
laws, are the peints in which mankind are bound to a-
gree 3 but if, in matters of controverfy, the fenfe of
any individual or party is invariably purfued, the
caufe of freedom is already betrayed.

He whofe office it 13 to govern a fupine ot an abje&

1--:0p]r.‘., cannot, for a moment, ceafe to extend his
powers. Every execution of law, every movement of
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the flate, every civil and military operation, in which
his power is exerted, muft ferve to confirm his authori-
ty, and prefent him to the view of the public, as the fole
objeét of confideration, fear, and refpe@t. Thofe very
eftablifhments which were devifed, in one age, to limit,
or to dired the exercife of an executive power, will ferve,
in another, to fettle its foundations, and to give it {tabi-
lity ; they will point out the channels in which it may
run, without giving offence, or without exciting alarms,
and the very councils which were inftituted to check its
incroachments, will, in a time of corruption, furnifh
an aid to its ufurpations.

THE paflion for independence; and the love of domi-
nion, frequently arife from a common fource: There
is, in both, an averfion to controul; and he, who, in
one fituation, cannot bruik a {fuperior, muil, in another,
diflike to be joined with an equal.

WiaT the prince, under a pure or limited monarchy,

is, by the conititution of his country, the leader of a fac~

tion would willingly become in republican governments.
If he attains to this envied condition, his own inclina-
tion, or the tendency of human affairs, feem to open
before him the career of a royal ambition : but the cir-
cumitances in which he is deftined to act, are very diffe-
rent from thofe of a king. He encounters with men
who are unufed to difparity; he is obliged, for
his own fecurity, to hold the dagger continually un-
{heathed. When he hopes te be fate, he poflibly means

3 F2 1o

:
1N
:

¥ 'I
=R
=
-,




£12 Of Corruption, as it fends Part VI.

to be juft ; but is hurried, from the firft moment of his
ufurpation, into every exercife of defpotical power. The
heir of a crown has no fuch quarrel to maintain with his
{ubjedts : his fituation is flattering ; and the heart muft
be uncommeonly bad, that does not glow with affection
to a peeple, who are, at ence, his admirers, his fup-
port, and the ornaments of his reign. In him, perhaps,
there is no explicit defign of trefpafling on the rights of
his fubjets; but the forms intended to preferve their
freedom, are not, on this account, always fafe in Hhis
hands.

SLAVERY has been impofed upon mankind in the
wantonnefs of a depraved ambition, and tyrannical
cruelties have been committed in the gloomy hours of
jealoufy and terror: yet thefe demons are not neceflary
to the creation, or to the fupport of an arbitrary power.
Although no policy was ever more fuccefsful than thatof
the Roman republic in maintaining a national fortune;
yet fubjedls, as well as their princes, frequently imagine
that freedom 1s a clog on the proceedings of government:
they imagine, that defpotical power is befl fitted to procure
difpatch and fecrecy in the execution of public councils;
ro maintain what they are pleafed to call pofitical order *

and

* Ournotion of order in civil fociety is frequently falfe : it is taken from the
analopy of [ubjedls inanimate and dead ; we confider commotion and afion
15 contrary to its nature ; we think it confiftent only with obedience, fecre-
airs through the hands of a few, The rood
erder of lones in a wall, is their being properly fired in the places for which

cy, and the filent pafling of &
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they are hewn j were they toflir the building muft fall : bugrhe good grder of
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and to give a {peedy redrefs of complaints. They even
fometimes acknowledge, that if a fucceffion of good
princes could be found, defpotical government is beft
calculated for the happinefs of mankind, While they
reafon thus, they cannot blame a fovercign who, in the
confidence that he is to employ his power for good pur-
poles, endeavours to extend its limits ; and, in his own
apprehenfion, f{trives only to fhake off the reftraints
which ftand in the way of reafon, and which prevent
the cffect of his friendly intentions.

THus prepared for ufurpation, let him, at the head
of a free {tatc, employ the force with which he is arm-
ed, to crufh the feeds of apparent diforder in every cor-
ner of his dominions ; let him effe¢tually curb the fpirit
of diffenfion and variance among his people; let him rz-
move the interruptions to government, arifing from the
refratory humours and the private interefts of his {ub-
je@s; let him collect the force of the ftate againft its
enemies, by availing himfelf of all it can furnith in
the way of taxation *md perfonal fervice: it is extremely
1-1‘01;-11}&, that, even under the direttion of wifhes for
the good of mankind, he may break through every bar-
rier of liberty, and eftablifh a defpotifm, while he flat-

in fociety, is.their bemg placed where they are properly qualified to adt,

el

7 he Grlt isa fabric made of dead and inanimate parts, the fecond is made

of I and adtive members. When we {feek in focie ty Tor the order of
Gion and tranquillity, we forget the nature of our fubjed, and find

lor of {laves, not that of free men,
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ters himfelf, that he only follows the dictates of fenfe

and propriety.

WHEN we fuppofe government to have beftowed a de-
gree of tranquillity which we fometimes hope to reap

from 1it, as the beft of its fruits, and public affairsto pro=

ceed, in the {everal departments of legiflation and execu~
tion, with the leaft poflible interruption to commerce and
lucrative arts ; fuch a ftate, like that of China, by throw-
ing affairs into feparate offices, where conduct confifts
in detail, and in the obfervance of forms, by fuperfeding
all the exertions of a great or a liberal mind, is more a-
kin to defpotifm than we are apt to imagine.

WHETHER oppreflion, injuftice, and cruelty, are
the only evils which attend on defpotical government,
may be confidered apart. In the mean time it is fufli-
cient to obferve, that liberty is never in greater danger
than it is when we meafure national felicity by the bleflings
which a prince may beftow, or by the mere tranquillity
which may attend on equitable adminiftration. The
fovereign may dazzle with his heroic qualities; he may
protect his fubjecs in the enjoyment of every animal
advantage or pleafure: butthe benefits arifing from li-
berty are of a different fort; they are not the fruits of a
virtue, and of a goodnefs, which operate in the breaft
of one man, but the communication of virtue itfelf to
many; and fuch a diftnibution of fun&ions in civil fo-
ciety, as gives to numbers the exercifes and occupa-
tions which pertain to their nature.

THE
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TuE belt conftitutions of government are attended
with inconvenience; and the exercife of liberty may,
on many occafions, give rife to complaints. When we
are intent on Ltfmming abufes, the abufes of freedom
may lead us to incroach on the fubjet from which they
are fuppofed to arife. Defpotifm itfelf has certain ad-
vantages, or at leaft, in times of civi lity and modera-

tion, may proceed with fo little offence, as to give no
pubhc: alarm. Thefe cu‘Cmni’mecu may lead mankind,

in the very {pirit of refor 111'1tm11 or by mere inatten-
tion, to apply or to admit of dangerous innovations in
the ftate of their policy.

S1.avERY, however, 15 not always introduced by mere
miftake; it is fometimes impofed in the fpirit of vio-
lence and rapine. Princes become corrupt as well as
their people; and whatever may have been the origin

of defpotical government; its pretenfions, when {fully
explained, give rife to a conteft between the {overeign
and his fubje@s, which force alone can decide. Thefe
pretenfions have a dangerous afpect to the perfon, the
property, of the life of every fubjet; they alarm every
P.,ﬂmn in the human  breaft; they difturb the {fupine;
ht*, deprive e the venal of his hire; they declare war on

e corrupt as well as the wirtuous; they are tamely ad-
mn‘cd only by the cow rard; but even to him muit 1
{upported by a force that can work on his fears. This
force the conqueror brings from abroad; and the dome-
{ftic ufurper endeavours to find in his faction at home.

WHER
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WHEN a people is accuftomed to arms, it is difficule
for a part to fubdue the whole; or before the efta-
blithment of difciplined armies, it is difficult for a-
ny nfurper to govern the many by the help of a few.
Thefe difliculties, however, the policy of civilized and
commercial nations has {fometimes removed; and by
forming a diftinétion between civil and military profef~
fions, by committing the keeping and the enjoyment of
Liberty ro different hands, has prepared the way for the
dangerous alliance of faction with military power, in
oppofition to mere political forms, and the rights of
mankind.

A people who are difarmed in compliance with this
fatal refinement, have refted their fafety on the plead-
ings of reafon and juftice at the tribunal of ambition
and of force. In fuch an extremity, laws are quoted,
and fenates are affembled, in vain. They who compofe

a legiflature, or who occupy the civil departments of ftate,
may deliberate on the meflages they receive from thc
camp or the court; but if the bearer, like the centurion
who brought the petition of chtavm to the Roman fe-
nate, thew the hilt of his fword *, they find that peti-
tions are become commands, and that they themfelves
are become the pageants, not the repofitories of foye-
relgn power.

THE refleGtions of this fection may be unequally ap-

¥ Sueton,

plied
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plied to nations of unequal extent. Small communities,
however corrupted, are not prepared for defpotical go-
vernment: their members, crouded together, and conti-
guous to the feats of power, never forget their relation
to the public; they pry, with habits of familiarity and
freedom, into the pretenfions of thofe who would rule;
and where the love of equality, and the fenfe of juftice,
have failed, they ac& on motives of fadtion, emulation,
and envy. The exiled Tarquin had his adherents at
Rome; but if by their means he had recovered his fta-
tion, it is probable, that in the exercife of his royalty,
he muft have entered on a new {cene of contention with
the very party that reftored him to power.

IN proportion as territory is extended, its parts lofe
their relative importance to the whole. Its inhabitants ceafe
to perceive their connection with the ftate, and are
feldom united in the execution of any national, or even
of any factious, defigns. Diftance from the feats of ad-
miniftration, and indifference to the perfons who con-
tend for preferment, teach the majority to confider
themfelves as the fubjecls of a fovereignty, not as the
members of a IJn]ititTa] lmdju It 1s even remarkable,
that enlargement of territory, by rendering the indivi-
dual of lefs confequence to the publie, and lefs able to
intrude with his counfel, a&tually tends to reduce na-
tional aflairs within a narrower compafs, as well as to
diminith the numbers who are confulted in legiflation,
r in other matters of government.

F 3G TuE
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T diforders to which a great empire is expofed,
require {peedy prevention, vigilance, and quick execu-
tion. Diftant provinces muft be kept in fubjetion by
ilitary force ; and the diftatorial powers, which, in free
ftates, are {fometimes raifed to quell infurretions, or to
eppofe other occafional evils, appear, under acertain extent
of dominion, at all times equally necellary to {ufpend the
diffolution of a bedy, whofe parts were affembled, and
muft be cemented, by meafures forcible, decifive, and fe-
cret. Among the circumftances, therefore, which in the
event of national profperity, and in the refult of com-
mercial arts, lead to the eftablifhment of defpotifin, there
is none, perhaps, that arrives at this termination, with
{o fure an aim, as the perpetual enlargement of territo-
ry. In every ftate, the freedom of its members depends
on the balance and adjuftment of its interior parts; and
the exiftence of any fuch freedom among mankind, de-
pends on the balance of nations. In the progrefs of
conqueft, thofe who are fubdued are faid to have loft
their liberties ; but from the hiftory of mankind, to
conquer, or to be conquered, has appeared, in effe@, the
fame.

SECT.
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T A e I VI,
Of the Progrefs and Termination gf Defpotifin.

ANK1ND, when they degenerate, and tend to their
ruin, as well as when they improve, and gain real
advantages, frequently proceed by flow, and almoft in-
{fenfible, fteps. If, during ages of allivity and vigour,
they fill up the meafure of national greatnefs to a height
which no human wifdom could at a diftance forefee;
they actually incur, in ages of relaxation and weaknefs,
many evils which their fears did not fuggeft, and which,
perhaps, they had thought far removed by the tide of
{uccefs and profperity.

WE have already obferved, that where men are remifs
or corrupted, the virtue of their leaders, or the good
intention of their magiftrates, will net always fecure
them in the pofieflion of political freedom. Implicit
fubmiflion to any leader, or the uncontrouled exercife of
any power, even when 1t is intended to operate for the
zood of mankind, may frequently end in the fubverfion
of legal eftablithments. 'This faral revolution, by what-
ever means it is accomplithed, terminates in military go-
vernment; and this, though the {fimpleft of all govern-
ments, is rendered complete by degrees. In the firlt pe-
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riod of its exercife over men who have a&ted as mem-

- .
-
L

bers of a free community, it can have only laid the

pleted the fabric, of a defpotical po-

toundarion, not com
licy. The ufurper, who has pofleffed, withan army, the
centre of a great empire, fees around him, perhaps, the
{hattered remains of a former conflitution i he may hear
the murmurs of a relu@ant and unwilling fubmiiflion ;
he may even fee danger in the afpect of many, from
whofe hands he may have wrefted the iword, but whofe
minds he has not fubdued, nor reconciled to his power.

THE fenfe of perfonal rights, or the pretenfion to
privilege and honours, which remain among certain or-
ders of men, are fo many bars in the way of a recent
ulurpation, If they are not fuffered to decay with age,
and to wear away in the progrefs of a growing corrup-
tion, they muft be broken with violence, and the en-
trance to every new acceflion of power muil be ftained
with blood. The effe@®, even in this cafe, is frequently
tardy. The Roman fpirit, we know, was not entirely
extinguifhed under a fucceffion of mafters, and under a
repeated application of bloodfhed and poifon. The
noble and refpectable family ftill afpired to its original
honours : The hiftory of the republic, the writings of
former times, the monuments of illuftrious men, and
the leflons of a philofophy fraught with heroic con-
ceptions, continued to nourith the foul in retirement, and
formed thofe eminent characers, whofe elevation, and
whofe fate, are, perhaps, the moft affecting fubjeés of
human flory. Though unable to oppole the general

bent
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sent to fervility, they became, on account of their fup-
pofed inclinations, objeds of diftruft and averfion ; and
were made to pay with their blood, the price of a {enti-
ment which they foftered in filence, and which glowed
only in the heart.

WHILE defpotifin proceeds in its progrefs, by what
principle 1s the fovereign condudted in the choice of
meaflures that tend to eftablifh his government? By a
miftaken apprehenfion of his own good, fometimes even
of that of his people, and by the defire which he feels
on every particular occafion, to remove the obftrutions
which impede the execution of his will. When he has
fixed a refolution, whoever reafons or remonflrates a-
gainft it is an enemy ; when his mind is elated, who-
ever pretends to eminence, and is difpofed to a& for
himtelf, is arival. He would leave no dignity in the
ftate, but what 15 dependent on himfelf; no adtive
power, but what carries the expreflion of his momenta-
ry pieafure. Guided by a perception as unerring as
that of inftinct, he never fails to felect the proper objeéts
of his antipathy orof his favour. The afpect of independ-
ence repels him ; that of fervility attra@s. The tenden-
cy of his adminiftration 1s to quiet every reftlefs {pirit,
and to aflume every funétion of government to himfelf *,

When

% Itis ridiculous to hear men of a reftlefs ambition, who would be the on-
ly aftors in every fcene, fometimes complain of & refraftory fpirit in man-
L]:uj_:




422 Of the Progrefs and Part VI,

When the power is adequate to the end, it operates as
much in the hands of thofe who do not perceive the ter-
mination, as it does in the hands of others by whom it
is beft underftood: the mandates of either, when juft,
{hould not be difputed; when erroneous or wrong, they
are {fupported by force.

You muft die, was the anfwer of O&tavius to every
fuit, from a people that implored his mercy. It was the
fentence which {fome of his fucceflors pronounced againit
every citizen rhat was eminent for his birth or his virtues.
But are the evils of defpotifin confined to the cruel and
fanguinary methods, by which a recent dominion over
a refractory and a turbulent people is eftablithed or
maintained ? And is death the greateft calamity which
can aflli® mankind under an eftablithment by which
they are divefted of all their rights ! They are, indeed,
frequently fuffered to live ; but diftruft, and jea]ouf‘}r'
the fenfe of perfonal meannefs,and the anxieties which a-
rife from the care of a wretched intereft, are madeto
poflefs the foul; every citizen is Ireduced to a flave ; and
every charm by which the community engaged its mem-
bers, has ceafed to exift. Obedience is the only dury
that remains, and this is exacted by force. If under
fuiich an eftablifhment, it be neceflary to witnefs fcenes of
debafement and horror, at the hazard of catching the in-
fe@ion, death becomes a relief; and the libation which
'Thrafea was made to pour from his arteries, is to be

kind ; asif the fime difpofition from which they defire to nfurp every office,
did not incline every other perfon to realon and to adt at lealt for himfelf,

confidered
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confidered as a proper facrifice of gratitude to Jove the

e £
Deliverer ™,

OrrrissioN and cruelty are not always neceflary to
defpotical government; and even when prefent, are but
a part of its evils. Itis founded on corruption, and on
the fuppreflion of all the civil and the political virtues;
it requires its fubjects to act from motives of fear; it
would afTwage the paflions of a few menatthe expence of
mankind ; and would ere& the peace of {fociety itfelf on
the ruins of that freedom and confidence from which
alone the enjoyment, the force, and the elevation of
the human mind, are found to arife.

During the exiftence of any free conftitution, and
whilft every individual poiﬁ:ﬂbd his rank nnd. his privi-
lege, or had his apprehenfion of perfonal rights, the
members of every community were to one another ob-
jects of confideration and of refpect; every point to be
carried in civil fociety, required the exercife of talents,
of wifdom, perfuafion, and vigour, as well as of power.

' But itis the higheft refinement of a defpotical govern-
ment, to rule by fimple commands, and to exclude eve-
ry art but that of compulfion. Under the influence of
this policy, therefore, the occafions which employed

# Porreftifque utrinfque brachii venis, poftquam cruorem effudit, humum
faper fpargens, proprius vocato uzltore, Libemus, inquit, Jovi Liberatori,
Speéta juvenis ; et omen quidem Dii prohibeant ; ceterum in €a tempora na-
tus es, quibus firmare animum deceat conftantibus exemplis. Tacit, .
lib, 16.

and
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and cultivated the underftandings of men, which a-
wakened their fentiments, and kindled their Imaginations,
are gradvally removed ; and the progrefs by which man-
kind attained to the honours of their nature, in being
engaged to act in fociety upon a liberal footing, was
not more uniform, or lefs interrupted, than that by
vhich they degenerate in this unha ppy condition.

WHEN we hear of the filence which reigns in the fe-
raglio, we are made to believe, that fpeech itfelf is be-
come unneceflary; and that the figns of the mute are
{uflicient to carry the moft important mandates of go-
vernment. No arts, indeed, are required to maintain
an afcendant where terror alone is oppofed to force,
where the powers of the fovercign are delegated entire
to every fubordinate officer: nor can any f{tation beftow
a liberality of mind in a fcene of filence and dejection,
where every breaft is poffeffed with jealoufy and cau-
tion, and where no obje®, but animal pleafure, remains
to balance the fufferings of the fovereign himfelf, or
thofe of his fubjects,

In other flates, the talents of men are fometimes im-
proved by the exercifes which bul{mg to an eminent {lg-
tion: but here the mafter himfelf is probably the rudeft
and leaft cultivated animal of the herd; he is inferjor
to the flave whom he raifes from a fervile office to the
firft places of truft or of dignity in his court, The pri-
mitive fimplicity which formed ties of familiarity and
affeion betwixt the fm'crcign and the keeper of hig

herds
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herds *, appears, in the abfence of all affeétions, to be
reftored, or to be counterfeited amidft the ignorance and
brutality which equally chara&erife all orders of men, or
rather which level the ranks, and deftroy the diftin@ion
of perfons in a defpotical court.

Caprice and paflion are the rules of govern-
ment with the prince. Fvery delegate of power is left
to act by the fame dire@ion; to ftrike. when he is pro-
voked ; to favour when he is pleafed. In what relates
to revenue, jurildiction, or police, every governor of a
province acts like a leader in an enemy's country; comes
armed with the terrors of fire and {word ; and inftead of
a tax, levies a contribution by force: he ruins or fpares
as either may ferve his purpofe. - When the clamours
of the opprefled, or the reputation of a treafure amafled
at the expence of a province, have reached the ears of
the {overeign, the extortioner is indeed made to pur-
chafe impunity by imparting a fhare, or by forfeiting
the whole of his {poil; but no reparation is made to the
injured ; nay, the crimes of the minifter are firft employ-
ed to plunder the people, and afterwards punifhed to
fill the coffers of the fovereign.

I~ this total difcontinuance of every art that relates
to juft government and national policy, it is remark-
;Lhic, that even ‘the trade of the foldier is itfelf greatly
neglected.  Diftruft and jealoufy on the part of the

* See Odvlley,

(9]
fed
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prince,
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prince, come in aid of his ignorance and incapacity ; and
thefe caufes operating together, ferve to deftroy the ve-
ry foundation on which his power is eftablifhed. Any
undifciplined rout of armed men paflfes for an army,
whilft a- weak, difperfed, and unarmed people, are fa-
crificed to military diforder, or expofed to depredation
on the frontier from an enemy, whom the defire of

{poil, or the hopes of conqueft, may have drawn to
their neighbourhood. :

TrE Romans extended their empire till they left no
polifhed mation to be fubdued, and found a frontier
which was every where furrounded by fierce and bar-
barous tribes; they even pierced through uncultivated
deferts, in order to remove to a greater diftance the
moleftation of fuch troublefome neighbours, and in
order to pofiefs the avenues through which they fear-
ed their attacks. But this policy put the finifhing hand
to the internal corruption of the ftate. A few years of
tranquillity were fufficient to make even the govern-
ment forget its danger; and in the cultivated province,
prepared for the enemy, a tempting prize and an cafy
victory.

WHEN by the conqueft and annexation of every rich
and cultivated province, the meafure of empire is full,
two parties are fufficient to comprehend mankind ; that
of the pacific and the wealthy, who dwell within the
pale of empire; and that of the poor, the rapacious,
and the fierce, who are inured to depredation and war.

The
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The laft bear to the firft nearly the fame relation which
the wolf and the lion bear to the fold; and they are na-
turally engaged in a ftate of hoftility.

WERE defpotic empire, mean-time, to continue for
ever unmolefted from abroad, while it retains that cor-
ruption on which it was founded, it appears to have in
itfelf no principle of new life, and prefents no hope of
reftoration to freedom and political vigour. That
which the defpotical mafler has fowwn, cannot quicken unlefs
it die; it mult languifh and expire by the effe@t of its
own abufe, before the human fpirit can {pring up anew,
or bear thofe fruits which conftitute the honour and the
felicity of human nature. In times of the greateft debafe-
ment, indeed, commotions are felt; but very unlike the agi-
tations of a free people: they are either the agonies of na-
ture, under the fufferings to which men are expofed ; or
mere tumults, confined toa few who ftand in arms about
the prince, and who, by their confpiracies, affaffinations,
and murders, ferve only to plunge the pacific inhabi-
tant fhill deeper in the horrors of fear or defpair. Scat-
tered in the provinces, unarmed, unacquainted with
the fentiments of union and confederacy, reftrited by
habit to a wretched ccconomy, and dragging a preca-
rious life on thofe poflefions which the extortions of
government have left; the people can no where, under
thefe circumftances, aflume the {pirit of a community,
nor form any liberal combination for their own de-
fence. The injured may complain; and while he can-
not obtain the mercy of government, he nay implore

2 Ho2 the
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the commiferation of his fellow-fubje¢t. But that fel-
low-fubject is comforted, that the hand of oppreflion
has not feized on himfelf; he ftudies his intereft, or
fnatches his pleafure, under that degree of fatery which
obfcurity and concealment beftow.

THE commercial arts, which feem to require no foun-
dation in the minds of men, but the regard to intereft ;
no encouragement, but the hopes of gain, and the fe-
cure pofleflion of property, muft perith under the pre-
carious tenure of flavery, and under the apprehenfion
of danger arifing from the reputation of wealth, Na-
tional poverty, however, and the fuppreflion of com-
merce, are the means by which defpotifi comes to ac-
complifh its own deftruction. Where there are no long-
er any profits to corrupt, or fears to deter, the charm
of dominion is broken, and the naked flave, as awake
from a dream, 1is aftonifhed to find he is free. - When
the fence is deftroyed, the wilds are open, and the herd
breaks loofe. The pafture of the cultivated field is no
longer preferred to that of the defert. The fufferer
willingly flies where the extortions of government can-
not overtake him ; where even the timid and the fervile
may recolle@ they are men; where the tyrant may
threaten, but where he is known to be no more than a
fellow-creature ; where he can take nothing but Ilife,
and even this at the hazard of his own.

AGREEABLY to this defcription, the vexations of ty-

+anny have overcome, in many parts of the Eaft, the de-
fire
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fire of fettlement. 'The inhabitants of a village quit
their habitations, and infeft the public ways ; thofe of
the valleys fly to the mountains, and, equipt for flight,
or pofleffed of a firong hold, fubfift by depredation, and
by the war they make on their former mafters.

TrEsE diforders confpire with the impofitions of go-
vernment to render the remaining fettlements ftill lefs
fecure : but while devaftation and ruin appear on every
fide, mankind arc forced anew upon thofe confedera-
cies, acquire again that perfonal confidence and vigour,
that focial attachment, that ufe of arms, which, in former
times, rendered a fmall tribe the feed of a great nation;
and which may again enable the emancipated {lave to be-
gin the career of civil and commercial arts. When hu-
man nature appears in the utmoft ftate of corruption,
it has actually begun to reform.

I~ this manner, the {ftenes of human life have been
frequently fhifted. Security and prefumption forfeit
the advantages of profperity; refolution and conduct
retrieve the ills of adverfity; and mankind, while they
have nothing on which to rely but their virtue, are pre-
pared to gain every advantage; and when they confide
moft in their fortune, are moft expofed to feel its reverfe
We are apt to draw thefe obfervations into rule ; and
when we are no longer willing to a¢t for our country,
we plcad in excufe of our own weaknefs or folly, a fup-
pofed fatality in human affairs.

Tor
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TuE inftitutions of men are, indeed, likely to have
‘their end as well as their beginning: but their duration
1s not fixed to any limited period; and no nation ever
[uffered internal decay but from the vice of its mem-
bers. We are fometimes willing to acknowledge this
vice in our countrymen; but who ‘was ever willing to
acknowledge it in himfelf? It may be fufpected, how-
ever, that we do more than acknowledge it, when we
ceafe to oppofe its effeéts, and when we plead a fatality,
which, atleaft, in the breaft of every individual, is de-
pendent on himfelf. Men of real fortitude, integrity,
and ability, are well placed in every fcene ; they reap, in
every condition, the principal enjoyments of their na-
ture; they are the happy inftruments of providence em-
ployed for the good of mankind; or, if we muft change
this language, they fhow, that while they are deftined to
live, the ftates they compofe are likewife doomed by the
fates to furvive, and to profper.

THE END.
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