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Arrival at Bolabola.— Interview with Opooriy.— Reafons i

for purchafing Monfieur de Bougainville's Anchor.—De-
parture from the Society Iflands.— Particulars abous
Bolabola — Hiflory of the Conguefl of Otaba and Ulictea,
~—High Reputation of the Bolabola Men,— Animals
left there, and at Ulictea — Plentiful Supply of Provi-
Sions, and Manner of falting Pork on board.—Va-
rious Reflellions relative to Otabeite, and the Scciety
Iflands,~ ARronomical and nautical Obfervations made
there,

| AS foon as we had got clear of the harbour, we took L i
our leave of Ulietea, and fteered for Bolabola. The ey il
: chief if not fole object I had in view, by vifiting that ifland,
was, to procure frmnrils monarch, Opoony, one of the an-
; chors which. Monficur de Bougainville had loft at Oheite.
This having afterward been taken up by the natives there,
had, as they informed me, been fent by them as a prefent
to that Chief. My defire to get pofleflion of it did not arife
from our being in want of anchors. But having expended
all the hatchets, and other iron tools, which we had brought it
from England, in purchaling refrethments, we were now
reduced to the neceflity of creating a frefth aflortment of

wading articles, by fabricating them out of the {pare iron
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we had on board ; and, in {fuch converfions, and in the oc-
cafional ufes of the fhips, great part of that had been al-
ready expended. I thought that Mr. de Bougainville’s an-
chor would fupply our want of this ufeful material; and [
made no doubt that I thould be able to tempt Opoony to
part with it,

Oreo, and fix or eight men more from Ulietea, took a
paflage with us to Bolabola, Indeed, moft of the natives
in general, except the Chief himfelf, would have gladly
taken a paffage with us to England. At funfet, being the
length of the South point of Bolabola, we fhortened fail,
and fpent the night making fhort boards. At day-break, on
the 8th, we made fail for the harbour, which is on the Welt
fide of the ifland. The wind was fcant, fo that we had to
ply up, and it was nine o’clock before we got near enough
to fend away a boat to found the entrance. For I had
thoughts of running the fhips in, and anchoring for a day
or two.

When the boat returned, the Mafter, who was in her, re-
ported, thatr though, at the entrance of the harbour the
bottom was rocky, there was good ground within, and the
depth of water twenty-feven and twenty-five fathoms; and
that there was room to turn the thipsin, the channel being
one third of a mile broad. In confequence of this report,
we attempted to work the fhips in.  Bue the tide, as well as
the wind, being againft us, after making two or three trips,
I found that it could not be done, till the tide fhould turn
in our favour. Upon this, 1 gave up the deflign of carrying
the thips into the harbour ; and having ordered the boats to
be got ready, I embarked in one of them, accompanied
by Oreo and his companions; and was rowed in for the
ifland.

We
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We landed where the natives dir eted us; and, foon

afeer,
I was introduced to Opoony, in the midft of a great con-
courfe of people, Having no time to lofe, as foon as the

neceflary £ ormality of compliments was over r, I afked the
Chief to give me the anchor, and produced the prefent I had
prepared for-him, confif fling of a linen night-gown, a thirt,
fome gauze h: nH*f.':c.m'.;, a looking-gla lome beads,

u.h‘_'lp
and other toys; and fix axes. At the !l""h[ of thefe laft,
there was a general ourcry. 1 could only guefs the caufe,
by Opoony's abfolutely refuf; ng to receive my prefent till I
thould get the anchor. He ordere d three men to go and de-
liver it to me ; and, as [ underftood, I was to fend, by them,

what I thought proper in return. With thefe meflengers,

we {ct out in our boats for an ifland, lying at the North fide
of the entrance into the harbour, where the anchor had
hr--p depolited. Ifound it to be neither fo large, nor fo per-
fect, as I expected. It had originally weighed {even hundred
pounds, according to the mark rh-*r was upon it; but the
1ng, with part of the fhan!l ¥y and the two palms, were now

u.v-uu.nn...;. I was no longer at a :13{1 to guefs the reafon of
COpo

poony’s ]-._-!-';,--'1;:- my prefent. He, doubtlefs, thought that
it 10 much excee -,_f.! the value of the anchor in its prefent
{tate, that I fhou 1] be difpleafed when I faw it. Be this as
it may, I took the anchor as | found it, and fent him cvery

icle of the prefent that I ar firft intended, Having th

LELLLS

completed my negociation, I returned on board ; and hav-

ing hoifted in the boats, made fail from the ifland to the
yOIth

Ldda

While the boats were ]miilznf‘r in, fome of the ng ti:“
came off, in three or four canoes, to fee the thips, as they

liid,  They Er”m' st with them a few cocoa-nurs, and
pig, which was the only one we got at the ifland. I make
Vou, I S
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no doubt, however, that, if we had ftayed till the next day,
we fhould have been plentifully fupplied with provifions ;
and, I think, the natives would feel themfelves difap-
pointed, when they found that we were gone. But, as we
had already a very good ftock both of hogs and of fruit on
board, and very little of any thing left to purchale more, 1
could have no inducement to defer, any longer, the profe-
cution of our voyage.

The harbour of Bolabola, called Oteavanooa, fituated on
the Wekl fide of the ifland, is one of the moft capacious that
I ever met with; and though we did not enter it, it was a
fatisfaction to me, that I had an opportunity of employing
my people to afcertain its being a_very proper place for the
reception of fhips®.

The high double-peaked mountain, which is in the
middle of the ifland, appeared to be barren on the Eaft
fide; but, on the Weft fide, has trees or bufhes on its moft
craggy parts. The lower grounds, all round, toward the
fea, are covered with cocoa-palms and bread-fruir trees, like
the other iflands of this ocean; and the many little Hlots
that furround it on the infide of the reef, add both to the
arnount of its vegerable productions, and to the number of
its inhabitants.

But, ftill, when we confider its very {mall extent, being
not more than eight leagues in compafs, it is rather re-
.able, that its people fhould have attempted, or have
been able to atchieve the conquelt of Ulietea and Otaha, the
[ormer UF "-,',rhi-_'?‘. iJl.’L:'t:!; is, of itl:}:ll:, at leaft double its fize.
In each  of my three voyages, we had heard much of the

* Sce a chart of the illand of Bolabola, in fewwkefiverth’s Colleftion, Vol. ii. p. 240.
Though we have no particular drawing of the harbour, its fituation 15 there diftindtly

h'll.':.:;::::l-'.l.
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war that produced this great revolution. The refult of ous
inquiries, as to the circumflances attending it, may amufe
the reader; and I give it as a fpecimen of the hiftory of
our friends, in this part of the world, as related to us* by
themfelves,

Ulietea and Otaha, which adjoins it, lived long in friend-
thip, or, as the natives exprefs it, were confidered as two
brothers, infeparable by any interefted views. They alfo
admitted the ifland of Huaheine as their friend, though not
fo intimate. Otaha, however, like a traitor, leagued with
Bolabola, and they refolved jointly to attack Ulietea ; whofe
people called in their friends of Huaheine, to aflit them
againft thefe two powers. The men of Bolabola vere en-
couraged by a prieftefs, or rather prophetefs, who foretold,
that they thould be fuccefsful ; and, as a proof of the cer-
tainty of her predition, the defired, that a2 man might be fent
to the fea, at a particular place, where, from a great depth, a
ftone would afcend. He went, accordingly, in a canoe to the
place mentioned ; and was going to dive to fee where this
ftone lay, when, behold, it ftarted up to the {urface fpontane-
oufly into his hand! The people were aftonithed ar the
fight; the ftone was depofited as facred in the houfe of the
Eatooa; and is fill preferved at jolabola, as a proof of this
woman’s influence with the divinity. Their fpirits being
thus elevated with the hopes of victory, the canoes of Bola-
bola fet our to engage thofe of Ulietea and Huaheine, which
being flrongly faftened together with ropes, the encounter
lafted long, and would probably, notwithftanding the pre-
diction and the miracle, have ended in the overthrow of the
Bolabola fleer, if that of Otaha had not, in the critical mo-

% For this, as for manv other particulars about thefe _"'L"-"!"‘I ¢, We are indehted o
Mr. Anderfon,
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ment, arrived. ‘This turned the fortune of the day, and
their enemies were defeared with grear flaughter. The
men of Bolabola, profecuting their viftory, invaded Hua-
heine two days after, which they konew muft be weakly
defended, as moft of its warriors were ablent. Accord-
ingly, they made themfelves malflers of that ifland. DBus

many of its fugitives having got to Otaheite, there told

their lamentable ftory; which fo grieved thofe of their
countrymen, and of Ulietea, whom they mer with in that
ifland, that they obtained fome aflilance from them. They
were equipped with only ten fighting canoes; but, though
their force was fo inconfiderable, they conducted the expe-
dition with fo much prudence, that they landed at Hua-
heine at night, when dark, and falling upon the Bolabola
men by furprize, killed many of them, forcing the reft to
fly.. So that, by this means, they got polleflion of their
ifland again, which now remains independent, under the
government of its own Chiefs. Immediately after the de-
feat of the united fleets of Ulietea and Huaheine, a propofal
was made to the Bolabola men by their allies of Otaha, to
be admitted to an equal fhare of the conquefts. The refufal
of this broke the alliance; and in the courfe of the war,
Otaha itfelf, as well as Ulietea, was conquered; and both now
remain {ubjeét to Bolabola; the Chiefs who govern them,
being only deputies of Opoony, the {overeign of that ifland.
In the redudtion of the two iflands, five battles were fought,
at different places, in which great numbers were {flain on
both fides.

Such was the account we received. I have more than
once remarked, how very imperfeétly thefe people recolleét
the exact dates of pall events. And with regard to this war,
though it happened not many years ago, we could only

e

guefs
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guefs at the time of its commencement and its conclufion,
fromr collateral citcumflances, furnifled by our own obfer-
vation, as the natives could not fatisfy our inquiries with any
precifion. The final conqueft of Ulierea, which clofed the
war, we know, had been made before I was there in the
Endeavour, in 1769 ; but we may infer, that peace had not
en very long reftored, as we could then fee marks of re-

I
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cent hoftilities* having been commitred upon that ifland,
Somic additional light may be thrown upon this inquiry, by
attending to the age of Teercetareea, the prefent Chief of
Huaheine. His looks thewed, that he was not above ten or
twelve years old; and we were informed, that his father
had been killed in one of the battles. As to the time when
the war began, we had no better rule for judging, than
this, that the young people of about twenty years of age,
of whom we made inquiries, could fcarcely remember the
firft battles; and 1 have already mentioned, that Omai's
countrymen, whom we found at Wateeoo, knew nothing of
this war; fo that its commencement was fubfequent to their
voyage.

Ever fince the conqueft of Ulietea and Otaha, the Bola-
bola men have been confidered, by their neighbours, as in-
vincible; and fuch is the extent of their fame, that even at
Otaheite, which is almoft out of their reach, if they are not
dreaded, they are, at leaft, refpeéted for their valour, Itis
faid, that they never fly in battle, and that they always beat
an equal number of the other iflanders. But, befides thefe
advantages, their neighbours feem to afcribe a great deal
to the fuperiority of their god, who, they believed, detained
us at Ulietea by contrary winds, as being unwilling thar we
thould vifit an ifland under his fpecial proteétion.

Thefe are taken notice of in Hawdkefivarth’s Csllediion, Vol. it p. 256, &e.

4 How

-
T3
[

L

December.

e e




134

i
777
December,
L

A NOYAGE TO

How high the Bolabola men are now in eftimation at Ota-
heite, may be inferred from Monfieur de Bougainville’s an-
chor having been conveyed to them. To the fame caufe we
muft afcribe the intention of tran{porting to their ifland the
Spanifh bull. And they had already got pofleffion of a third
European curiofity, the male of another animal, brought
to Otaheite by the Spaniards. We had been much puzzled,
by the imperfect defcription of the natives, to guefs what
this could be, But Captain Clerke’s deferters, when brought
back from Bolabola, told me, that the animal had been
there fhewn to them, and that it was a ram. It feldom hap-
pens, but that fome good arifes out of evil ; and if our two
men had not deferted, I fhould not have known this. In
confequence of their information, at.the fame time that I
landed to meet Opoony, I carried afhore a ewe, which we
had brought from the Cape of Good Hope; and I hope thar,
by this prefent, I have laid the foundarion for a breed of
fheep at Bolabola. I alfo left at Ulietea, under the care of
Oreo, an Englith boar and fow, and two goats. So thar,
not only Otaheite, but all the neighbouring iflands, will, in
a few years, have theirrace of hogs confiderably improved ;
and, probably, be flocked with all the valuable animals
which have been tranfported hither by their European
viliters.

When once this comes to pafs, no part of the world wil
equal thefe iflands, in variety and abundance of refrefh-
ments for navigators. Indeed, cven in their prefent flate, I
know no place thar excels them. After repeated trials, in
the courfe of feveral voyages, we find, when they are not
difturbed by inteltine broils, but live in amity with one
another, which has been the cafe for fome years paft,
that their produdtions are in the greateft plenty; and,

I

particularly,
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particularly, the moft valuable of all the articles, their
hogs.

If we had had a larger affortment of goods, and a fufficient
quantity of falt on board, I make no doubt that we might
have falted as much pork as would have ferved both {hips
near twelve months. But our vifiting the Friendly Iflands, and
our long flay at Otaheite and the neighbourhood, quite ex-
haufled our trading commodities ; particularly our axes, with
which alone hogs, in general, were to be purchafed. And
we had hardly falt enough to cure fifteen puncheons of mear,
Of thele, five were added to our ftock of provifions, at the
Friendly Iflands, and the other ten ar Oraheite. Captain
Clerke alfo falted a proportionable quantity for his {hip.

The procefs was the fame that had been adopted by me
in my laft voyage; and it may be worth while to deferibe
it again. The hogs were killed in the ev ening ; as foon as
they were :_lt_am,nl, they were cut up, the bone raken out,
and the meat falted when it was hot. It was then laid in
fuch a pofition as to permit the juices to drain from i, till
the next morning, when it was again falred, packed into a
cafk, and covered with pickle. Here it remained for four
or five days, or a week; after which it was taken our and
examined, piece by piece, and if there was any found to be
in the leaft tainted, as fometimes hap 1‘|L1‘\{.:L it was-feparated
from the reft, which was repacked into another

r calk, headed
"
Il

up, and filled with good pickle. In abour eight or ten days
time, it underwent a fecond examination ;. but this feemed
unneceflary, as the whole was generally found to be per=
fectly cured. A mixture of bay and of white falr, anfwers
the beft; buc either of them will do alone. Great ca

thould be taken, thar none of the large blood-veffils :'a_.".'.J.I:*.
in the meat; nor muft too great a quantity be packed toge-

|
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ther.at the firft falting, left the pieces in t
heat, and, by that means, prevent the falt from penerrating
them. This once happened rto us, when we killed a larger
quanuty than ufual. Rainy, fultry weather, is unfavour-
able for falting meat in tropical climates.

SRS, B 4 R 1
1 middie {hould

i

Perhaps, the frequent vifits Europeans have lately made
to thefe iflanders, may be one great inducement ro their
keeping up a large ftock of hogs, as they have had experi-
ence enough to know, that, whenever we come, they may
be {fure of getting from us what they efteem a valuable con-
fideration for them. At Ortaheite, they expect the return of
the Spaniards every day; and they will look for the Eng:
lifh, two of three years hénce, not only there, but at the
other iflands. It is to no purpofe to tell them, thar you will
not return. They think you muft; though not one of them
knows, or will give himfelf the trouble to inguire, the rea-
fon of your coming.

I own, I cannot avoid exprefling it as my real opinion,
that 1t would have been far better for thefe poor people,
never to have known our fuperiority in the accommodations
and arts that make life comfortable, than, after once know-
ing it, to be again left and abandoned to their original inca-
pacity of improvement. Indeed, they cannot be reftored to
that happy mediocrity in which they lived before we difco-
vered them, if the intercourfe between us thould be difcon-
tinued. It feems to me, thar it has become, in a mannes
incumbent on the Europeans to vifit them once in three or
four years, in order to fupply them with thofe convenien-

cies which we have intreduced among them, and have

3

given them a predilection for. The want of {uch occafiondl
fupplies will, probably, be felt very heavily by them, when

it may be too late to go back to their old lefs perfect con-
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trivances, which they now defpife, and have difcontinued,
fince the introdudtion of ours. For, by the time that the
iron tools, of which they are now pollefled, are worn oug,
they will have almoft loft the knowledge of their own. A
ftone hatchet is, at prefent, as rare a thing amongft them,
as an iron one was eight years ago; and a chiflel of bone,
or flone, i$ not to' be feen. Spike-nails have fupplied the
place of thefe laft; and they are weak enough to fancy, that
they have got an inexhauflible flore of them ; for thefe were
not now at all fought after. Sometimes, however, nails,
much {maller than a fpike, would fiill be raken in exchange
for fruit. Knives happened, at prefent, to be in great efteem
at Ulictea; and axes and hatchets remained unrivalled by
any other of our commodities, at all the iflands. With re-
fpect to articles of mere ornament, thefe people are as
changeable as any of the polithed nations of Europe; fo
that what pleafes their fancy, while a fathion is in vogue,
may be rejected, when another whim has fupplanted it.
But our iron tools, are fo firikingly ufeful, that they will,
we may confidently pronounce, continue to prize them
highly ; and be completely miferable, if, neither poflefling
the materials, nor trained up to the art of fabricating them,
they fhould ceafe to receive fupplies of what may now
be confidered as having become neceflary to their comfort-
able exiftence.

Otaheite, though not comprehended in the number of
what we have called the Society Iflands, being inhabited by
the fame race of men, agreeing in the fame leading fea-
tures of character and manners, it was fortunate, that we
happened to difcover this principal ifland before the others :
as the friendly and hofpirable reception we there met with,
of courfe, led us to make it the principal place of refort, in

Vou. 1l. g our
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our fuccefiive vifits to this part of the Pacific Ocean. By the
frequency of this intercourfe, we have had better opportuni-
tics of knowing fomething about it and its inhabitants, than
about the other fimilar, but lefs confiderable, iflands in its
vicinity. Of thefle, however, we have feen enough to fa-
tisfy us, that all that we obferved and have related of Ota-
heite, may, with wifling variations, be applied to them.

Too much {eems to have been already known, and pub-
lithed in our former relations, about fome of the modes of
life, that made Otaheite fo agreeable an abode to many on
board our fhips; and if I could now add any finithing
firokes to a piture, the outlines of which have been al-
ready drawn with fuflicient accuracy, I fhould flill have he-
fitated to make this journal the place for exhibiting a view
of licentious manners, which could only ferve to difgult
thofe for whofe information I write., There are, however,
many parts of the domeftic, political, and religious inftitu-
tions of thefe people, which, after all our vifits to them, are
but imperfeétly underftoed. The foregoing narrative of the
incidents that happened during our ftay, will, probably, be
thought to throw fome additional light; and, for farther [a-
tisfadtion, I refer to Mr, Anderfon's remarks.

Amidlt our various fubordinate employments, while ac
1ds, the great objelts of our duty were always at-
tended to. No opportunity was loft of making aftronomical
ind nautical obfervations; from which the following table

was drawin up:

. Liatirnde, Longitude. Variation of ]:l;':'l af the

Souch, iLailt. the Compals. Meedle.

Martavai Point, Otaheite of il 3 T T o S T RS S R 29 12/
Owharre Harbour, Huaheine 16° g2} 208® g3’ ':_1,” g 133'7':-'!.”- g8 2R’
i h wno H P ca 16° 45l g08? 25" 23" & g Eafk 2 &
The
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The longitude of the three feveral places is deduced from el
the mean of 145 fets of obfervations made on thore ; fome — - —
at one place, and fome at another; and carried on to each
of the ftations, by the time keeper. As the fituation of thefe
places was very accurately fettled, during my former voy-
ages, the above obfervations were now made chiefly with
a view of determining how far a number of lunar ob-
fervations might be depended upon, and how near they
would agree with thofe made upon the fame fpot in 176q,
which fixed Matavai Point to be in 210 27' 30", The differ-
ence, it appears, is only of ' 2"; and, perhaps, no other
method could have produced a more perfect agrcement.
Without pretending to fay which of the rwo computat ion
is the neareft the truth, the longitude of 210° 22’ 287, or,
which is the fame thing, 20%° 25’ 22", will be the longitude
we fhall reckon from w uh the time- Lcepr , allowing it to be
lofing, on mean time, 1,"6g each day, as found by the mean
of all the obfervations made at thefe iflands, for that purpofe.

On our arrival at Otaheite, the error of the tume-keeper
in longitude was,

b Greenwich rate, il B
¥ et ' ;
Iongataboo rate  o” 16 40

Some obfervations were alfo made on the tide: particu-
larly at Otaheite and Ulietea ; with a view of alcertaining
its greatclt rife avthe firk place. When we were there, in
my fecond voyage, Mr. Wales thought he had difcovered,
that it rofe higher than I had obferved it to do, when 1
firft vifited Otaheite in 1769, But the obfervations we now
made, proved that it did not; that is, thar it never rofe
higher than twelve or fourteen inches at moft. And it was 5
oblerved to be high-water nearly at noon, as well at the
quadratures, as at the full, and change of the moon,

T 2 To

=




/ 140 &2 VOY XGE T O

Deciiee.  To verify this, the following obfervations were made at

i UliC[CEL : I

| ]]-[_::I:,;:uf Water at a- fand, Mua::f’[‘imc l’e:rp:':_i!ic:'-‘.-l-
Month. Bty k4 High Water.  Inches
| November 6. 11" 1™ to 19" 20" 11" 48% L
| i IT 40 I 00 13 20 L 3
| S. 1l 85 12 50 12 12 5,0
: r g 11 40 I 10 12 28 53 5
10. 11 25 I 10 12 18 6, 5
11. 12 60 1 40 12 20 5,0 |
| 12. II 0o I O3 12 02 ST
| 4 0 10 11 40 IO 35 8, o
14 Il 10 12 50 12 00 8,0
| I5. g 20 11 3 1o 2% 0, 2
16. 10 €O 12 00 11 o g, ©
17. 10 45 12 1§ 11 30 8, 5
18. 10 25 12 10 11 18 g; ©
19. 11 00 I 00 12 00 8y 0
20, I1 30 2 0o 12 45 FERY
af. 11 00 I oo 2 00 8, 0
22, 11 30 I o7 12 18 8, 0
23. 12 €O I 30 12 45 0, §
24 11 30 I 40 12 35 35
25 11 40 1 50 B4 4 7
20, 11 ©O I 30 12 1§ LTE

Having now finifhed all that occurs to me, with regard to

thefe iflands, which make fo confpicuous a figure in the

. hift of our difcoveries, the Reader will permit me to fufpend

the profecution of my Journal, while he perufes the fol-

|| lowing Chapter, for which I am indebted to Mr. Anderfon.
:j CHAP
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