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THE PACIFIC OCEAN,

C H AP, IX%,

Aecounts of Otabeite flill imper fet —The Prevailing inds,
—Beauty of the Country.—Cultivation.—Natural Cie-
rigfities.—1Tbe Perfons of the Natives—Difeafes.—Ge-
weral Charaller.—Love of .(Df;':‘a'ajﬁdf'&’.-—-Lf?,’.-'g{;".".f."?lg'd.——-
Surgery and Phyfic,— Articles of Food.— Effects of
drinking Ava.—Times and Manner of Eating —Con-
nections with the Females—Circumcifion.—Syflem of Re-
ligion—WNotions about the Soul and o future Life,.—
Various Superfitions.—Traditions about the Creation,—
An bifforical Legend.— Honours paid to the King.—
Diftinction of Rantks~—Punifbment of Crimes.—Pecu-
lzarities of the neighbonring Iflands.— Names of their
Gods.—Names of Iflands they vifit.—Extent of their
Navigation,

“ P O what has been faid of Otaheite, in the accounts of ;
: L i Y : ATF 1t =z T December
the fucceflive voyages of Captain Wallis, Menf, de oA e
Bougainville, and Captain Cook, it would, at firft fight,
feem fuperfluous to add any thing ; as ir might be tuppofed,
that lictle could be now produced, but a repetition of what
has been told before. I am, however. far £ |

er, Tar from being of

that opinion ; and will venture to affirm, though a very ac
curate defcription of the country, and of the moft ob ious
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cultoms of its inhabitants, has been already given, elpe-
cially by Captain Cook, that much ftill remains untouched ;
that, in fome inftances, miftakes have Lécn made, which
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later and repeated obfervation has been able to rectify ; and
that, even now, we are flrangers to many of the moft im-
portant inftitutions that prevail amonglt thefe people. The
truth is, our vifits, though frequent, have been but tran-
{ient ; many of us had no inclination to make inguiries ;
more of us were unable to dire&t our inquiries properly ;
and we all laboured, though not to the fame degree, under
the difadvantages attending an imperfe@ knowledge of the
language of thofe, from whom alone we could receive any
information. The Spaniards had it more in their power to
furmount this bar to inftruction; fome of them having re-
fided at Otaheite much longer than any other European
vifiters. As, with their fuperior advantages, they could
not but have had an opportunity of obtaining the fulleft
information on moft fubjeéts relating to this ifland ; their
account of it would, probably, convey more authentic and
accurare intelligence, than, with our beft endeavours, any
of us could poflibly obtain. But, as1look upon it to be very
uncertain, if not very unlikely, that we fhall ever have any
communication from that quarter, 1 have here put roge-
ther what additional intelligence, about Oraheite, and its
neighbouring iflands, 1 was able to procure, either from
Omai, while on board the fhip, or by converfing with the
ether natives, while we remained amongft them.

The wind, for the greateft part of the year, blows from
between Ealt South Eaft, and Eaft North Eafl. This is
the true trade wind, or what the natives call Maaraee; and
it fometimes blows with confiderable force, When this is
the cafe, the weather is often cloudy, with fhowers of
rain; but when the wind is more moderate, it is clear,
fetled, and ferene. If the wind fhould veer farther to the

Southward,
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Southward, and become South Eaft, or South South Eaf, it
then blows more gently, with a fmooth fea, and is called
Maoai. In thole months, when the fun is nearly vertical,
that is, in December and January, the winds and wea-
ther are both very variable; but it frequently blows from
Weit North Weft, or North Welt. This wind is what they
call Toeron; and is generally attended by dark, cloudy wea-
ther, and frcxlm::at._. by rain. It fometimes blows {trong,
though generally moderate; but feldom lafls longer than
five or fix days without interruption ; and is the only wind
in which the people of the iflands to leeward come to this,
in their canoes. 1f it happens to be flill more Northerly, it
blows with lefs flrength, and has the different appellation
of Lra-fotaia; which they feign to be the wife of the Toeromu ;
who, according to their mythology, is a male.

The wind from South Weft, and Weft South Weft, is flill
more frequent than the former; and though it is, in ge-
neral, gentle, and interrupted by calms, or breezes from
the Ealtward, yet it fometimes blows in brifk fqualls. The
weather attending it is commonly dark, cloudy, and rainy,
with a clofe, hot air; and often accompanied by a greas
deal of lightning ;Lm! thunder. It is called Eroa, and often
fucceeds the Teerou; as does allo the F. arasa, which is flill
more Southerly ; and, from its violence, blows down houfes
and trees, elpecially the cocoa-palms, from their loftinefs ;
but it is only of a fhort duration.

The natives feem not to have a ve ry accurate knowledge
of thefe changes, and yer pretend to have drawn fome ge-
neral conclufions from their effeéts: for they fay, when the
fea hasa lm!mw found, and dafhes flowly on the thore, orra
ther on the reef without, thatit portends good weather; hur
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if it has a fharp found, and the waves fuccced each other
faft, that the reverfe will happen.

Perhaps, there 15 fcarcely a fpot in the univerfe that af-
fords a more luxuriant profpect than the South Eaft part ot
Otaheite. The hills are high and fteep; and, In many
places, craggy. But they are covered to the very fummits
with trees and fhrubs, in fuch a manner, that the fpedtator
can fcarcely help thinking, that the very rocks pofiefs the
property of producing and fupporting their verdant cloth-
ing. The flat land which bounds thofe hills toward the fea,
and the interjacent valleys alfo, reem with various produc-
tions that grow with the moft exuberant vigour; and, at
once, fill the mind of the beholder with the idea, that no
place upon earth can outdo this, in the ftrength and beauty
of vegetation. Nature has been no lefs liberal in diftributing
rivulets, which are found in every valley; and as they ap-
proach the {ea, often divide into two or three branches, ferti-
lizing the flat lands through which they run. The habitations
of the natives are fcattered, without order, upon thefe flats ;
and many of them appearing toward the {hore, prelented
a delightful fcene, viewed from our fthips ; efpecially as the
fea, within the reef, which bounds the coaft, is perfectly
ftill, and affords a fafe navigartion, at all times, for the in-
habitants ; who are often feen paddling in their cances in-
dolently along, in pafling from place to place, or in going
to fith. On viewing thefe charming {cenes, 1 have ofien re-
gretted my nability to tranimit to thofe who have had no
opportunity of feeing them, fuch a defcription as might,
10 fome meature, convey an impreflion fimilar to what mutt
be felt by every one: who has been fortunate enough to be
upon the {pot

i
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It is, doubtlefs, the natural fertility of the country, combined
with the mildnefs and ferenity of the climate, that renders
the natives fo carelefs in their ultivation, that, in many
places, though overflowing with the richeft productions,
the fmalleft traces of it cannot be obferved, The cloth
plant, which is raifed by {eeds brought from the mount: ins,
and the ava, or intoxicating pepper, which they defend from
the fun when very young, by covering them with leaves of
the bread-fruit-tree, are almoft the only things to which
they feem to pay any attention ; and thefe they keep very
clean.

I have inquired very carefully into their manner of culti-
vating the bread-fruit-tree ; but was always anfwered, that
they never planted it. This, indeed, muft be evident to every
one who will examine the places where the young trees come
up. Itwill be always obferved, that they {pring from the
roots of the old ones; which run along near the furface
of the ground. So that the bread-fruit-trees may be rec-
koned thofe that would naturally cover the plains, even
{fuppofing that the ifland was not inhabited; in the fame
manner that the white-barked trees, found at Van Diemen’s
Land, conftitute the forefts there. And trom this we may
obferve, that the inhabitant of Otaheite, inflead of being
obliged to plant his bread, will rather be under a neceflity
of preventing its progrefs; which, I fuppofe, is fometimes
done, to give room for trees of ano

ther fort, to afford him
fome variety in his food.

The chief of thefe are the cocoa-nut and plantain: the

firlt of which can give no trouble, after it has raifed icfelf

a foot or two above the ground ; but the

lile more care,  For, after it is plant
Vor. II, U

plantain requires a
ed, it fhoots up, and,
in
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in about three months, begins to bear fruit ; during which
time it gives young fhoots, which fupply a fucceflion of
fruit. For the old ftocks are cut down, as the fruit is
taken off.

The products of the ifland, however, are not fo remark-
able for their variety, as great abundance; and curiofitics
of any kind are not numerous. Amongll thefe we may
reckon a pond or lake of frefh water, at the top of one of
the highe{l mountains, to go to, and to return from which,
takes three or four days. It is remarkable for its depth;
and has eels of an enormous fize in it; which are {fome-
times caught by the natives, who go upon this water in little
floats of two or three wild plantain-trees faftened together.
This is efteemed one of the greareft natural curiofities of
the country; infomuch, that travellers, who come from
the other iflands, are commonly afked, amongft the firit
things, by their friends, at their return, if they have feen
it ? There is alfo a fort of water, of which.there is only one
fmall pond upon the ifland, as far diftant as the lake, and
to appearance very good, with a yellow fediment at the
bottom : but it has a bad tafte, and proves fatal to thofe who
drink any quantity ; or makes them break out in blotches,
if they bathe in it

Nothing could make a fironger impreflion, at firft fighs
on our arrival here, than the remarkable contraft berween
the robuft make and dark colour of the people of Tonga-
taboo, and a fort of delicacy and whitenefs, which diftin-
guifh the inhabitants of Otaheite. It was even fome time
before that difference could preponderate in favour of the
Oraheiteans ; and then only, perhaps, becaufe we became
accuftomed to them, the marks which had recommended

6 the
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the others began to be forgotten. Their women, however,
ftruck us as fuperior in every refpect; and as poflefling all
thofe delicate characteriflics, which diftinguith them from
the other fex in many countries. The beard which the
men here wear long, and the hair which is not cut fo

fhort, as is the fafhion at Tongataboo, made alfo a great
difference ; and we could not help thinking, that, on every
occafion, they fhewed a greater degree of timidity and
ficklenefs. The mufcular appearance, fo common amonglt
the Friendly Ilanders, and which feems a confequence of
their being accuftomed to much aétion, is loft here, where
the fuperior fertility of their country enables the inhabit-
ants to lead a more indolent life; and its place is fupplied
by a plumpnefs and fmoothnefs of the fkin; which,
though, perhaps, more confonant with our ideas of beauty,
15 no real advantage; as it feems attended with a kind of
languor in all their motions, not obfervable in the others.
This obfervation is fully verified, in their boxing and wreft-
ling, which may be called little berter than the feeble ef-
forts of children, if compared to the vigour with which
thefe exercifes are performed at the Friendly Iflands.

Perfonal endowments being in great efteem amongft
them, they have recourfe to feveral methods of improving
them, according to their notions of beauty. In particular,
it is a praftice, efpecially amongft the Erreors, or unmar-
ried men of fome confequence, to undergo a kind of phyfical
operation to render them fair. This is done by remaining
a month or two in the houfe ; during which time they wear
a great quantity of clothes, eat nothing but bread-fruit to
which they aferibe a remarkable property in whitening
them. They alfo {peak, as if their corpulence and colour,
at other times, depended upon their food; as they are

U 2 obliged,
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obliged, from the change of feafons, to ufe different forts
at different times.

Their common diet is made up of, at leaflt, ninc-tenths
of vegetable food; and, I believe, more particularly, the
mahee, or fermented bread-fruir, which enters almoll every
meal, has a remarkable effet upon them, preventing a coi-
tive habit, and producing a very fenfible coolnefs about
them, which could not be perceived in us who fed on ani-
mal food. And it is, perhaps, owing to this temperatc
courfe of life that.they have fo few difeafes among them.

They only reckon five or fix, which might be called
chronic, or national diforders; amongft which are the
dropfy, and the fifai, or indolent fwellings before mentioned,
as frequent at Tongataboo. But this was before the arrival
of the Europeans; for we have added to this fhort cata-
logue, a difeafe which abundantly fupplies the place of
all the others; and is now almoft univerfal. For this
they feem to have no effeftual remedy. The priells, indeed,
fometimes give them a medley of fimples; but they own
that it never cures them. And yer, they allow, that, in a
few cafes, nature, without the afliftance of a phylician, ex-
terminates the poifon of this fatal difeafe, and a perfeck
recovery is produced. They fay, that, if 2 man is infedled
with ir, he will often communicate it to others in the {fame
houfe, by feeding out of the fame utenfils, or handling
them; and that, in this cafe, they frequently die, while
he recovers; though we fee no reafon why this {hould
happen.

Their behaviour, on all occafions, feems to indicate a
great opennefs and generofity of difpofition. Omai, in-
deed, who, as their countryman, fhould be fuppofed rather

willing
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willing to conceal a any of their defe®s, has often faid, that
they are fometimes cruel in Immiumrr their enemies. Ac-
cording to his reprefentation, tl aey torment them very deli-
hmhtcly ; at one time, tearing out fmall pieces of flefh from
different parts 5 at another, taking out the c-}-cq- thea cut-
ting off the nofe; and laflly, killing them by opening the

belly. Bur this on ly happens on particular occafions. IFf
PP I

-

Emfrnt!.w'-"a argues a conicious innocence, one would fups-
ole that their life is feldom fullied b by cri

——

crimes. This, how-
ver, I rather impute to their feelings, wh i:; 1, though lively,

_h

ieem in no cafe perinanent; for I never 'Hhc'n in any
misfortune, labour under r::"-c 1‘;nn:-11':[1cc of anxiety, after
the critical moment was paft. Neither does care ever feem
to wrinkle their brow. On the contrary, even the approach
of death does not appear to alter their ufual vivacity. I
E~m~::. en them, when brought to the brink of the grave by

difeafe, and when preparing to go to battle; but, in neither
cafe, ever obferved their countenances overclouded with
melancholy, or ferious refleétion.

Such a difpofition, leads them to direct all their aims only
to what can give them pleafure and eafe. Their amufe-

ments all tend to excite and continue their amorous paflions;

Al -\.. (=

and their fongs, of which the ¥ are immod: =".1:a:l:.r f-;:m], an-
iwer the fame purpofe. But as a conflant fucceflio on of fen-
fual enjoyments muft cloy, we fmm:lJ that they frequently
varied them to more refined fubjects, and had much plea-

fure in chanting their iumphs in war, and their occupa-

tions 1n peace ; their travels to other iflands, and adventures
7
iar beauties, and f{uperior advanraces

Fa

tEaf_--.-c; and the pecul
of their own ifland

over the i
er mhu lefs fwmn ite diftri¢ts. This marks, that they re-

ceive great delight from mufic ; and though they rather ex-
§ prefled
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prefled a diflike to -our complicated compofitions, yet were

«——— they always delighted with the more melodious founds pro-

duced fingly on our inftruments, as approaching nearer to
the fimplicity of their own.

Neither are they ftrangers to the foothing eflets pro-
duced by particular forts of motion ; which, in fome cales,
feem to allay any perturbation of mind, with as much fuc-
cels as mufic.  Of this, I met with a remarkable inftance.
For on walking, one day, about Matavai Point, where our
tents were erected, I {faw a man paddling, in a fmall canoe,
{o quickly, and looking about with fuch eagernefs, on each
fide, as to command all my attention. At firlt, I imagined
that he had flolen fomething from one of the fhips, and
was purfued ; but, on waiting patiently, faw him repeat his
amufement. He went out from the fhore, till he was near
the place where the fwell begins to take its rife; and,
watching its firlt motion very attentively, paddled before it
with great quicknefs, till he found that it overtook him, and
had acquired fufficient force to carry his canoe before it,
without pafling underneath. He then fat motionlefs, and
was carried along, at the fame {wift rate as the wave, ull 1t
landed him upon the beach. Then he flarted out, emptied
his canoe, and went in fearch of another {well, I could not
help concluding, that this man felt the moft fupreme plea-
{ure, while he was driven on, fo faft and fo fmoothly, by the
fea; efpecially as, though the tents and fhips were fo near,
he did not feem, in the leaft, to envy, or even to take any
notice of, the crowds of his countrymen collefted to view
them as objedts which were rare and curious. During my

flay, two or three of the natives came up, who feemed to
{hare his felicity, and always called out, when there was
an appearance of a favourable {well, as he fometimes mifl=

ed
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ed it, by his back being turned, and looking about for it.
By them I underflood, that this exercife, which is called
chorace, was frequent amongflt them; and they have pro-
bably more amufements of this fort, which afford them at
leaft as much pleafure as fkaiting, which is the only one of
ours, with whofe effefts I could compare it.

The language of Otaheite, though doubtlefs radically the
fame with that of New Zealand and the Friendly Ilflands, is
deflitute of that guttural pronunciation, and of fome con-
fonants, with which thofe later dialeéts abound. The fpe-
cimens we have already given, are fufficient to mark
wherein the variation chiefly confifts, and to thew, that, like
the manners of the inhabitants, it has become foft and
foothing. During the former voyage, I had collected a co-
pious vocabulary, which enabled me the better to compare
this dialect with that of the other iflands; and, during this
voyage, 1 took every opportunity- of improving my ac-
quaintance with it, by converfing with Omai, before we ar-
rived, and by my daily intercourfe with the natives, while we
now remained there®. Itabounds with beauriful and figura-
tive expreflions, which, were it perfeltly known, would, I
have no doubr, pur itupon a level with many of the languages
that are moft in efteem. for their warm and bold images.
Yor inftance; the Otaheiteans exprefs their notions of death
very emphatically, by faying, ¢ That the foul goes into
darknels ; orrather into night." And, if you feem to en-
tertain any.doubt, in:afking the queflion, * if fuch a per-

fon is their mother ' they immediately reply, with furs

o e : S u ot o, G L
. beecthis vocabulary, at the end of the facond volume of € piain Look’s lecond

sdditions. to i, weoere now made

ficient for every. ulch
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prize, ¢ Yes, the mother that bore me.” They have one
expreflion, that correfponds exactly with the phrafeology of
the {eriptures, where we read of the * yearning of the
bowels.” They ufe it on all occafions, when the paflions
give them uneafinefs; as they conflantly refer pain from
gricf, anxious defire, and other affections, to the bowels, as
its feat; where they likewife fuppofe all operations of the
mind are performed. Their language admits of that in-
verted arrangement of words, which fo much diftinguifhes
the Latin and Greek frem moft of our modern European
tongues, whofe imperfeétions require a more orderly con-
firucticn, to prevent ambiguities. It 1s fo copious, that
for the bread-fruit alone, in its different flates, they have
above twenty names; as many for the fare root; and about
en for the cocoa-nut. Add to this, that, befides the common
diale, they often expoftulate, in a kind of flanza or reci-
tative, which is anfwered in the {fame manner.

Their arts are few and fimple; yer, if we may credit
them, they perform cures in furgery, which our extenlive
knowledge in that branch has not, as yer, enabled us to imi-
tate. In{imple fractures, they bind them up with {plints; but
if part of the fubflance of the bone be loft, they infert a picce
of wood, between the fraftured ends, made hollow like

" the deficient part. In five or fix days, the rapass, or furgeon,

infpects the wound, and finds the wood partly covered with
the growing fleth. In as many more days, it 1s generally
entirely covered ; after which, when the patient has ac-
quired fome firength, he bathes in the water, and recovers.
We know that wounds will heal over leaden bullets; and
fometimes, though rarely, over other extrancous bodies.
Jut what makes me entertain fome doubt of the truth of fo
extraordinary fkill, as in the above inftance is, that in

other
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other cafes which fell under my own oblervation, they are
far from being fo dexterous. 1 have feen the ftump of an
arm, which was taken off, after being fhattered by a fall
from a tree, that bore no marks of fkilful operation, though
fome allowance be made for their defective inftruments.
And I met with a man going about with a diflocated
{houlder, fome months after the accident, from their being
ignorant of a method to reduce it ; though this be con-
fidered as one of the fimpleft operations of our furgery.
They know that fractures or luxations of the {pine are
mortal, but not fractures of the fkull; and they likewife
know, from experience, in what parts of the body wounds
prove fatal. They have fometimes pointed out thofe in-
flicted by {pears, which, if made in the diretion they men-
tioned, would certainly have been pronounced deadly by
us; and yet thefe people have recovered.

Their phyfical knowledge feems more confined; and
that, probably, becaufe their difeafes are fewer than their
accidents. The priefts, however, adminifter the juices of
herbs in fome cafes: and women who are troubled with
after-pains, or other diforders after child-bearing, ufe a re-
medy which one would think needlefs in a hot country.
They firft heat flones, as when they bake their food; then
they lay a thick cloth over them, upon which is put a
quantity of a fmall plant of the muf ard kind ; and thele
are covered with another cloth. Upon this they feat them-
felves, and fweat plentifully, to obtain a cure. The men
have pra@ifed the fame method for the venereal /ues, but
find it ineffeétual. They have no emetic medicines.

Notwithftanding the extreme fertility of. the ifland, a fa-
mine frequently happens, in which, it is faid, many perilh,
Whether this be owing to the failure of fome fealons, to

Vor. IL X over-
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over-population, which muft fometimes almolt necefllarily
happen, or to wars, I have not been able to determine;
though the truth of the fact may fairly be inferred, from
the great eeconomy that they obferve with refpect to their
food, even when there is plenty. In times of {carcity, after
their bread-fruit and yams are confumed, they have re-
courfe to various roots, which grow, without culiivation,
upon the mountains. The patarra, which is found in vaft
quantities, is whar they ufe firft, It is not unlike a very
large potatoe or yam, and good when in its growing {late ;
but, when old, is full of hard firingy fibres. They then eat
two other roots; one not unlike zare; and, laltly, the echore.
This is of two forts; one of them poflfefling deleterious
qualities, which obliges them to {flice and macerate it in
water, a night before they bake and eat it. In this refpedt,
it refembles the caffava root of the Welt-Indies ; but it forms
a very infipid, moift pafte, in the manner they drefs it
However, I have feen them eat it at times when no fuch
fcarcity reigned. Both this and the patarre are creeping
plants; the laft, with ternate leaves.

Of animal food, a very fmall portion falls, at any time, to
the thare of the lower clafs of people; and then it is citherfifh,
fea-eggs,or other marine productions; for they feldom or ever
eat pork. The Eree de boi * alone, is able to furnifh pork every
day ; and inferior Chiefs, according to their riches, once a
week, fortnight, or month. Sometimes, they are not even
allowed that; for, when the ifland is impoverithed by war,
or other caufes, the Chief prohibits his fubjeéts to kill any
hogs; and this prohibition, we were told, is in force, fome-
times, for feveral months, or even for a year or two. Dur-

# Mr. Anderfon j::'f':!:i:'-f-]:_." in his manufcript, writes Eree de Far. Acconding to

L‘:‘.,.

un Cook's mode, 16 15 Eree rabre.  This is one of the numerous inftances that
perpetually occur, of our people’s reprefenting the fame word differently.

7 ing




THE PACIPIC*OCEAN.

ing that reftraint, the hogs muliiply fo faft, that there are
inflances of their changing their domeftic flate, and turning
wild. When it is thought proper to take off the prohibition,
all the Chiefs aflemble at the king’s place of abode; and
cach brings with him a prefent of hogs. The king then
orders fome of them to be killed, on which they feaft; and,
after that, every one returns home with liberty to kill what
he pleafes for his own ufe. Such a prohibition was actually
in force, on our laft arrival here; atleaft, inall thofe diftriéts
of the ifland, that are immediately under the direction of
Otoo.  And, left it fhould have prevented our going to
Matavai after leaying Oheitcpeha, he fent a meflage to
aflure us, that it fhould be taken off, as foon as the
thips arrived there. With reflpect to us, we found it
fo; but we made fuch a confumption of them, that, I
have no doubt, it would be laid on again, as {foon as we
failed. A fimilar prohibition is alfo, fometimes, extended
to fowls,

[t is alfo amongft the better fort, that the ava is chiefly
ufed. But this beverage is prepared fomewhat differently,
from that which we {aw fo much of at the Friendly llands.
For they pour a very {mall quantity of water upon the root
here; and fometimes roaft or bake, and bruife the ftallcs,
without chewing it previoufly to its infufion. They alfo
ule the leaves of the plant here, which are bruifed, and
water poured upon them, as upon the root. Large compa-
nics do not aflemble to drink it, in that {ociable way which
1s practifed at Tongaraboo, Bur its pernicious effeéts are
more obvious here; perhaps, owing to the manner of pre-
paring it; as we often faw inftances of its intoxicating, or
rather ftupifying powers. Some of us, who had been a
thele iflands before, were furprized to find many people,
who, when we faw them laft, were remarkable for their
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fize and corpulency, now almoft reduced to {keletons; and,
upon inquiring into the caufe of this alteration, it was uni-
verfally allowed to be the ufe of the ava. The fkins of
thefe people were rough, dry, and covered with fcales ;
which, they fay, every now and then, fall off, and their
{kin is, as it were, renewed. As an excufe for a practice fo
deftructive, they allege, that it is adopted to prevent their
growing too far; but it evidently enervates them; and, in
all probability, fhortens their days. As its effefts had not
been fo vifible, during our former vifits, it is not unlikely
that this article of luxury had never been fo much abufed
as at this time. If it continues to be fo fafhionable, it bids
fair to deftroy great numbers.

The times of eating, at Otaheite, are very frequent. Their
firlt meal, or (as it may rather be called) their laft, as they
go to fleep after ir, is about two o'clock in the morning ;
and the next is at eight. At eleven, they dine ; and again,
as Omai exprefled it, at two, and at five ; and fup at eight.
In this article of domeftic life, they have adopted fome
cuftoms which are exceedingly whimfical. The women, for
inftance, have not only the mortification of being obliged to
eat by themfelves, and in a different part of the houfe from
the men; but, by a ftrange kind of policy, are excluded
from a fhare of moft of the better forts of food. They dare
not tafte turtle, nor fith of the tunny kind, which is much
eflcemed ; nor fome particular forts of the beft plantains;
and it is very feldom that even thofe of the firft rank are
fuffered to eat pork. The children of each fex alfo eat
apart; and the women, generally, ferve up their own vic-
tuals ; for they would certainly ftarve, before any grown
man would do them fuch an office. In this, as well as in
fome other cuftoms relative to their eating, there is a myf{-
terious condudt, which we could never thoroughly compre-

1 hend
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hend. When we inquired into the reafons of ir, we could
get no other anfwer, but that it is right and neceflary that

it thould be fo.

In other cuftoms refpe&ting the females, there feems to
be no fuch obfcurity; efpecially as to their connedtions
with the men. If a young man and woman, from mutual
choice, cohabit, the man gives the father of the girl fuch
things as are neceilary in common life; as hogs, cloth, or
canoes, in proportion to the time they are together; and
if he thinks that he has not been f{ufficiently paid for his
daughter, he makes no fcruple of forcing her to leave her
friend, and ro cohabit with another perfon who may be
more liberal. The man, on his part, is always at liberty o
make a new choice ; but, thould his confort become preg=
nant, he may kill the child ; and, after that, either continue
his connection with the mother, or leave her. But if he
fhould adopt the child, and fuffer it to live, the parties are
then confidered as in the married ftate, and they commonly
live together ever after. However, it is thought no crime
in the man to join a more youthful partner to his firft wife,
and to live with both. The cuftom of changing their con-
neftions is, however, much meore general than this laft;
and it is a thing fo common, that they fpeak of it with grear
indifference. The Errcoes are only thofe of the better forr,
who, from their ficklenefs, and their poflefling the means
of purchafing a fucceflion of freth connections, are con-
ftantly roaming about; and, from having no varticular at-
tachment, feldom adopt the more fettled method mentioned
above. And fo agreeable is this licentious plan of life to
their difpofition, that the moft beauriful of both fexes thus
commonly fpend their youthful days, habituated 1o the
practice of enormities which would difgrace the rnc_l'n'. favage
tribes ; but are peculiarly thocking amongit a people whoie

general
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general charafter, in other refpeéts, has evident traces of
the prevalence of humane and tender feelings *. When an
Erreoe

r|1|

t the Caroline Iflands are inhabited by the fame tribe or nation, whom Cap-
tiin Cook found, at fuch immenfe diftances, ﬂ:n.'c:td thrt:-'.:ghol:t the South Pacific
Cicean, has been fatisfadtorily cftablithed in fome preceding notez.  The ftuation of
the Ladrones, or Marianne Iflands, flill farther Worth thanp the Carolines, but at no

o

peat diftance from them, is favourable, at frlt ﬁ;_'llf, to the conjeture, that the

'\rl-

fame race alfo peopled that clufter ; and, on looking into Father le Gabien’s Hiltory of
them, this conjetture appears to be aélually confirmed by dired evidence, One of the
greatelt fingularities of the Otaheite manners, is the exiftence of the fociety of young
men, called Erpeos, of whom fome zmccount is given in the preceding paragraph.

if=
habitants of the Ladrones. His words are s Les Drritors l,.";:ril' _.".f.':l'r.'.'." siex fes _,I'-'.'r.';I Lens

qui VEvent avee der maitrefes, fans voulsir engager dans les lens dot mariage. That there

Now we learn from Father le Gobien, that fuch a fociety exifts alfo amongft the

fhould be young men in the Ladrones, as well as in Otaheite, tobo foe toith mifrefis,
twithaut betng inclined fo enter inte the marvied flate, would net, indeed, furnifh the
fhadow of any peculiar refemblance between them. But that the young men in
the Ladrones, and in Otaheite, whole manners are thoes licentious, fhould be con-
fidered as a diftin& confraternity, called by a particular name; and that this name
fhould be the fame in both places: this fingular coincidence of cultom, confirmed by
t!;.t:.d.::"|:;nglr' oe, feems to furnith an jrrufr:t:__;:L'::u]u p:‘uur'nt' the inhabitants of both J1|:ll:.'-L'“-'
y of the Otaheite
dialetl, to foften the pronunciation of its words. And, it is obfervable, that, by the
iffion of ene fingle leeeer (the confonant ¢), our .’:’.r.rq-:_:.-_-. (as fpelled in Hawkel-
worth's Colleétion), or Erreses [according to Mr, Anderfon’s orthography), and the

Lirriiges of the Ladrones, are brought to fuch a fim

being the Lume nation. We know, that it is the general propert

tude of found (the only rule of
ges), that we may prenounce them to be the fame

l..'l:Zl!'.II'EJ:IFiH;_[ two unwritten |-'“:|'I;:'

word, without expoling our{elves to the fneers of fupercilioes criticilm,

Oe or two mere fuch proofs, drawn from hi

milarity of language, in very fignifi-
t words, may be afligned, Le Gobien tells us, that the people of the Ladrones
worlhip them dead, whom [lll'_;. call fustis.  Here, again, by "lmi"i”i'é’, the ecnfonant

1, we have a word that bears a fireng relfemblance to that which fo often occurs
in Captain Cook™s § oyages, when fpeaking of the Divinities of his iflands, whon

a er of curicfity to remark, that what is called
an Auith, at the Ladrones, is, as we learn from Cantova [ Lettres Edifanter & f::‘ar:'c.n_l.'

he calls Eatesns. And it o

Tom. xv. P. 300 :;l-’..:', 1t the Caroline ]ii:t:h!n._, where dead Chiefs are alfo '~'-'I:>f[]1511—

ped, called a Tabutup; and that, by foftening or finking the ftrong founding letters, at
the beginming : nd at the end of this latter word, the e of the Carolines, the A

of the Ladrones, and the Sarseq of the South Pacifie |

sy allume fuch a fimilarity
in pronune

g FEeins e s Dom s st o k
ition -,'I-|| Wi Cidn Have no okl rmarks one CoOmmaon ori-
e people call their Chiefs

e CF into T, and the harth-

cinal. Once more: we learn from Le Go

Liamerviz, o Chamaris.  And, by f{ofter

nefs
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Errece woman is delivered of a child, a piece of cloth, dip-
ped in water, is applied to the mouth and nofe, which fuf-

focates it.
As

nefs of rinto ] (of which the vocabularies of the different iflands give us repeated
inftances), we have the Twmale of the Caroline IMlands, and the Timslas, or Tantaba,
of the Friendly ones.

If thefe fpecimens of affinity of language thould be thought too fcanty, fome very
remarkable inftances of fimilarity of cuftems and inflitutiens will go far to remove
every doubt. 1. A divifion into three clafes, of nobles, a middle rank, and  the
cammon people, or fervants, was found, by Captain Cook, to prevail both at the
Friendly and the Seciety Iflands. Father le Gobien exprefsly tells us, that the fame
diftinélion prevails at the Ladrones : JJ ¥ @ trois états, parmi les baires, la meb

be wgyeny & le menn. 2. Numberlefs inftances occur in Captain Cook’s voyage to

prove the great fubjection under which the people of his iflands are to their Chiefs.
We learn from Le Gobien, that it is fo alfo at the Ladrones— La moble[Je &ff d"n ferté
increyable, & tienle peaple dans wn r.'."?.'.'_.;::.-"?:.'.'.'.lf: guCen Ke Pourroif imagiver en i'.'.'.'.l'.:l-’-r‘., i
3+ The diverfions of the natives at Wateeoo, the F: iendly, and the Society Iflands,
have been copioufly deferibed by Captain Cook. How fimilar are thofe which Le

1

(robien mentions in the following words, as prevailing at the Ladrones ? s fe di-

pely sexercery £ éf

{ @ darfer,

T spwrer fenr foreer. Al
1 4 - y i ¥ .
bx evantnres de lwrs ancétres, & reciter der vers de

a - racen

ds
Pt

temt Evand p ]
L - 5

ferirs peétes. 4. The prineipal fhare fuftained by the women, in the entertainments at

Captain Cook’s iflands, appears fufficicntly from a variety of inflances in this work ;

and we cannot read what Le Gaobicen fiys, of the practice at the Ladrones, without

'Cu|;:r-_-.r:. refemblance.— Dy fers O Emr s ellvs J. miettend donre on reice

e vond, debonty fans fo remuer.  Dans cette attitnds elles chantent les vers fi=

S

by 4 5 it I T L ey -I|
wx de lenrs poites avee in agrirments 2 wne jufic ] L'aceerd de
frns fes moains

fenr ety r..-'f n-.".-'."..:.l'.-.'.','-.ur.g':I & mwe code an rien 4 la nse
ui lenr ':'s-.".-.'-,
P

Ty

: r':'.-_’.-"-.f ' -j".':':fu"f.r et

eeiex qur les woienty &F qui fes emtendemt. 5. We read, in Hawkelworth’s account of

Captain Cook’s firft voyage, Vol. ii. p. 235, that parlands of the fruit of the palm-
k F i - b ] . = I

tree and cocoa-leaves, with other things particulacly confecrated to funeral (olemnities,

are depofited about the places where they lay their dead ; and that provifions and water
are alio left at a little diftance, How conformable to this i5 the pradtice at the La-
I;E.:-:.H:I_".C, as delcribed |-'}" Le Gobien ! T _l,l";.'.l.'.' g ."I-.'!:'J' Fepar aulanr wn |'.:.-'.r.'."-.-'.-.'.'|';, CaF G

I I I e T T . e . Pl Rl Pty ViRl
£ cleUe TOUfORES un fwr de fen on e eorps fJ.'.'re-'.-.l'..l:.., oit dans le veiffnage 3 e le charpe il

flewrs, ae branches de palutiers, de coguil b e tent co pu'ils ent e sfur preciena.

6. ltis the cultom ar Otaheite [fee Hawkefworth, Vel ii. P 236.] notto bury the
fculls of the Chicfs, with the relt of the bones, but to put them into boxes made for

that purpole. FHere again, we find the fame ftranze coltom prevailing at
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As in fuch a life, their women muft contribute a very
large thare of its happinefs, it is rather furprizing, befides
the humiliating reflraints they are laid under with regard to
food, to find them often treated with a degree of harfhnefs,
or rather brutality, which one would fcarcely fuppofe a man
would beftow, on an objeé for whom he had the leaft af-

drones; for Le Gobien exprefsly tells us, gu'ils gardent les eranes en leur maifens, that
they put thefe feulls into little bafkets (petites corbeiiles) 3 and that thefe dead Chiefs are
the Awitis, to whom their pricfts addre(s their invocations. 7. The people of Otaheite,
as we learn from Captain Cook, in his account of Tee's embalmed corple, make ufe
of cocoa-nut oil, 2nd other ingredients, in rubbing the dead bodies. The people of the
Ladrones, Father Le Gobien tells ws, fometimes do the fame—D’autres frotient fes
morts d'buile odoriferante. 8. The inhabitants of Otaheite [fee Hawkelwor th, Vol. 15
p. 230, 240.] believe the immortality of the foul; and that there are two {ituations
after death, fomewhat analagous to our heaven and hell ; but they do not fuppole,
that their aétions here in the leaft influence their future ftate. And in the account
given in this voyage [Vol. 1. p. 403.], of the religious apinions entertained at the
Friendly Iflands, we find there, exadlly the fame doctrine, It is very obfervable, how

conformable to this is the belief of the inhabitants of the Ladrones—={is fint perfuwades

(fays Le Gobien) de Iimmartalité de Pime. s vecommoiffint méme un Paradis & an

Enfery dent ils fe forment des idées afféx bizarres. Ce weff paint Jelan enxy la vertu

i fe erime, gui conduit dans cef Jienw Ji gy ler bammes one fes manvaifes altions o'y fervent
de vien. g, One more very fingular inftance of agreement, fhall clofe this long lilk.
ol. i. p. 138.], we find, that,

In Captain Cook’s account of the New Zealanders [V
according to them, the foul of the man who is killed, and whofe flefh is devoured, is
doomed to a perpetual fire g while the fouls of all who die a natural death, afcend to the
habitations of the Gads.  And, from Le Gobien, we learn, that this very poticon is
;,,4];_‘;,|1_.1:<_|l |1 his iflanders — & en & I walhenr de mswrir de mort wrslekey of ﬁj-'"r-'-;.":'l" frour
dery partage.

Surely, fuch a concurrence of very charaéteriftic confarmities cannot be the refult
+f mere accidents and, when combined with the fpecimens of affinity of lanzuape
rrentioned at the beginning of this note, it fhould feem, that we are Full'.:r warranted,

prom premifes thus unexceptionable, to draw a cer in conclufion, that the inhabitants

of the various iflands difcovered or vifited by Captain Cook, in the South Pacific
Ocean, and thole whom the Spaniards found fetled upon the Ladrones or Mariannes,
i the Morthern hemifphere, carried the fame language, cultoms, and opinions, from
ane common center, from which :}..;:.- Tavd l.'n:-ig_r:'.;-.wi; and thart, therefore, li|:t:_',r' may be
confidered as feattered members of the fame nation,

Lee Pere le Gobien"s Hrforr

s awx Terres Aufirales, T, i, p. 492— 512, from which the

dles Iffes Adariannes, Book ii. or the fummary of it in

fection.
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feftion. Wothing, however, is more common, than to fee
the men beat themy without mercy ; and unlefs this treat-
ment is the effe of jealoufy, which both fexes, at leaft,
pretend to be fometimes infected with, 1t will be difficule to
account for it. It will be lefs difficult to admir this as th

motive, as I have feen feveral inftances where the women
have preferred perfonal beaut y to intereft; though, I muft
own, that, even in thefe cafes, they feem lelm,Iv fufceptible
of thofe delicate fentiments that are the refule of n mtu.x] af-
fection ; and, I believe, that there is lefs Platonic lov in
Otaheite than in any other country.

Cutting or inciding the fore-fkin fhould be mentioned
here as a practice ad:}prul amongit them, from a notion of
cleanlinefs ; and they have a reproachful epithet in their
language, for thofe who do not obferve that cuftom. When
there are five or fix lad 15 pzetw well grown upin a neigh-
bourhood, the father of one of them goes to a Tabowa, or
man of know ledge, and lets him know. He goes with the
lads to the 'op of the hills, attended by a fervant; and,
feaiing one of them properly, introduces a piece of wood
underneath the forefkin, and defires him to look afide at
lomething he pretends is coming. Having thus engaged the
young man’s attention to another objed, he cuts through
the {kin upon the wood, with a thark's tooth, generally at
one ftroke. He then feparates, or rather turns back the di-
vided parts; and, having pur on a bandage, proceeds to
pet[*m m the fame operation on the other ]=LH At the end

f five days they bathe, and the bandages being taken off,
th_ marter is cleaned away. At the end of five days more,
they bathe again, and are well; but a thicknefs of the
prepuce, where it was cur, remaining, they go again ro the
mountains with the Tulews and f{ervant; and a fire being

Yoz, 1l Y prepared,
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prepared, and fome ftones heated, the Taboua puts the pre-
puce berween two of them, and fqueezes it gently, which
removes the thicknefs. They then return home, having
their heads, and other parts of their bodies, adorned with
odoriferous flowers; and the Taboua is rewarded for his fer-
vices by their fathers, in proportion to their feveral abi-
lities, with prefents of hogs and cloth; and if they be poor;

Their religious {yftem is extenfive, and, in many inftances,
fingular ; but few of the common people have a perfect
knowledge of ir; that being confined chiefly to their priefts,
who are pretty numerous, They do not feem o pay refpect
to one God as poflefling pre-eminence; but believe in a
plurality of divinities, who are all very powerful; and, in
this cafe, as different parts of the ifland, and the other iflands
in the ncighbourimod, have different ones, the inhabitants
of each, no doubr, think that they have cholen the moft
eminent, or, at leaft, one who is invefted with power fuffi-
cient to protect them, and to fupply all their wants. If he
{hould not anfwer their expectations, they think it no im-
piety to change; as has very lately happened in Tiaraboo,
where, in the room of the two divinities formerly heonoured
there, Oraa*, God of Bolabola, has been adopted, I thould
fuppofe, becaufe he is the protector of a people who have
been victorious in war; and as; fince they have made this
change, they have been very fuccefsful themfelves againil
the inhabitanis of Otabeite-nose, they impute it entirely to
(iraa, who, as they literally fay, fights their battles,

Their affiduity in ferving their Gods is remarkably con-
{picuous. Not only the wbhattas, or offering-places of the

¢ We have here another inftance of the fime word being differently pronounced by
gur people.  Captain Cook, as appears above, fpeaks of Olfa, as the Bolabola God.

marars
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morais, are commonly loaded with fruits and animals ; but
there are few houfes where you do not meer with a {mall
place of the fame fort near them. Many of them are fi»
rigidly fcrupulous, that they will not begin a meal, withour
firft laying afide a morfel for the FEatosa ; and we had an op-
portunity, during this voyage, of leeing their fuperftitions
zeal carried toa moft pernicious height, in the inftance of
human facrifices ; the occafions of offering which, I doubt,
are too frequent. Perhaps, they have recourfe to them
when misfortunes occur; for they afked, if one of our men,
who happened to be confined, when we were detained by
a contrary wind, was fabos ? Their prayers arc alfo very fre-
quent, which they chant, much after the manner of the
longs in their feflive entertainments. And the women, as
in other cafes, are alfo obliged to fhew their inferiority in
religious obfervances; for it is required of them, that they
thould partly uncover themfelves, as they pafs the moraiss
or take a confiderable circuit to avoid them. Though they
have no notion, that their God muft always be conferring
benefits, without fometimes forgetting them, or fuffering
evil to befall them, they feem to regard this les than the
attempts of fome more inaufpicious being to hurt them.
They tell us, that Free is an evil fpirit, who fometimes does
them mifchief; and to whom, as well as to thejr god, they
make oflerings. But the mifchiefs they

- & ] i
appreiiend from

any fuperior invifible beings, are confined to things merely

temporal.

They believe the foul to be both immaterial and immartal,
They fay, thar it keeps fluttering about the lips during the

(|

pangs of death; and thatthen it afcends, and mixes with,

as they exprefs it, is eaten by the deiry. In this flate it remain:
1...' . j-l.."-'l.t
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for fome time; after which, it departs to a certain place
deftined for the reception of the fouls of men, where it
exifts in eternal night; or, as they fometimes fay, in twi-
light, or dawn. They have no idea of any permanent pu-
nifhment after death, for crimes that they have commired
on carth ; for the fouls of good and of bad men are eat in-
diferiminately by God. But they certainly confider this
coalition with the Deity as a kind of purification neceffary
to be undergone, before they enter a flate of blifs. For,
according to their dotrine, if 2 man refrain from all con-
nection with women fome months before death, he paflcs
immediately into his eternal manfion, without fuch a pre-
vious union, as if already, by this abilinence, he were pure
enough to be exempted from the general lot.

They are, however, far from entertaining thofe fublime
conceptions of happinefs, which our religion, and, indeed,
reafon, gives us room to expeét hereafter. The only great
privilege they feem to think they fhall acquire by death, is
immortality ; for they fpeak of {pirits being, in fome mea-
fure, not totally divelted of thofe paffions which adtuated
them when combined with material vehicles. Thus, 1f
fouls, who were formerly enemies, {hould meer, they have
many conflicts ; though, it fhould feem, to no purpole, as
they are accounted invulnerable in this invifible {tate. There
is a fimilar reafoning with regard to the meeting of man
and wife. If the hufband dies firft, the foul of his wife is
known to him on its arrival in the land of fpirits. They
refume their former acquaintance, in a f{pacious houfe,
called Toursoa, where the fouls of the deceafed affemble to
recreate themfelves with the Gods. She then retires with
him to his {feparate habitation, where they remain for ever,
and have an offspring; which, however, is entirely {piri-

tual ;
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tual ; as they are neither married, nor are their embraces
fuppoled to be the fame as with corporeal beings.

Some of their notions about the deity, are extravagantly
abfurd. They believe, that he is fubject to the power of
thofe very fpirits to whom he has given exiftence ; and thar,
in their turn, they frequently eat or devour him, though he
pollefs the power of re-creating himfelf, They, doubtlefs
ufe this mode of expreflion, as they feem incapable of con-
verfing about immarerial things, without conftantly refer-
ring to material objeéts to convey their meaning. And in
this manner they continue the account, by faying, that, in
the toursea, the deity inquires, if they intend, or not, to de-
{troy him? And that he is not able to alter their determination.
This is known to the inhabitants on earth, as well as to the
fpirits; for when the moon is in its wane, it is faid, that
they are then devouring their Eafeoa; and that, as it in-

¥

creales, he is renewing himiclf. And to this accident, not
only the inferior, but the. moft eminent gods are Hable,
They alfo believe, that there are other places for the re-
ception of fouls at death. Thus, thofe who are drowned in
the fea, remain there; where they think that there is a fine
country, houfes, and every thing that can make them
happy. But whidt is more fingular, they maintain, that not
only all other animals, but trees, fruit, and even flones,
have fouls, which at death, or upon being confumed or
broken, afcend to the divinity, with whom they firlt mix,
and afrerward pafs into the manfion allotted to each.

They imagine, that their punétual performance of reli-
gious offices procures for them every temporal blefling.
And as they believe, that the animating and powerful influ-
ence of the divine fpirit is every where diffufed, it is no

wonder
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wonder that they join to this many fuperftitious opinions
about its operations. Accordingly, they believe thar fud-
den deaths, and all other accidents, are effected by the im-
mediate action of fome divinity. If a man only ftumble
againft a flone, and hurt his toe, they impute 1t to an Fa-
tooa; {fo that they may be literally faid, agreeably to their
{yftem, to tread enchanted ground. They are flartled, in
the night, on approaching a tespapass, where the dead are
expofed, in the fame manner that many of our ignorant
and fuperftitious people are with the apprehenfions of
ghofts, and at the fight of a church-yard; and they have
an equal confidence in dreams, which they {uppofe to be
communications either from their God, or from the {pirits
of their departed friends, enabling thofe favoured with
them to foretell future events; but this kind of knowledge
is confined to particular people. Omai pretended to have
this gift. He told us, that the foul of his father had inti-
mated to him in a dream, on the 26th of July 1776, that he
fhould go on fhore, at fome place, within three days; but
he was unfortunate in this firlt attempt to perfuade us, that
he was a prophet ; for it was the 1ft of Augult before we got
into Teneriffe. Amongflt them, however, the dreamers pol-
fefs a reputation litle inferior to that of their infpired
priefts and priefteffes, whofe predictions rthey implicitly be-
lieve, and arc determined by them in all undertakings of
confequence. The prieftefs who perfuaded Opoony to in-
vade Ulietea, is much refpected by him; and he never goes
to war, without confulting her. Theyalfo, in fome degree,
maintain our old doétrine of planetary influence; =zt leaft,
they are fometimes regulated, in their public counfels, by
certain appearances of the moon ; particularly, when lying
horizontally, or much inclined on the convex parr, on its

firlt
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firft appearance after the change, they are encouraged to
engage 1n war, with confidence of fuccefs,

They have traditions concerning the creation, which, as
might be expe&ed, are ‘¢ complex, and clouded with obfei-
rity. They fay, that a goddefs, having a lump or mafs
of earth 11>[<,n|:m1 in a cord, gave it a fwing, and fcat-
”31“1 ﬂf”Lh picces of land, thus conflituting Otaheite and

he neighbouring iflands, which were all peopled by a man
-_L."‘.'.I WOoman oris m*u]y fixed at Oraheite. This, howev A
only refpeéts their own immediate creation ; for they have
notions of an univerfal one before this; anﬂ of lands, of
which they have now no other knowledge than what is
mentioned in the tradition, Their moft remote accounct
reaches to Tatooma and Tapuppa, male and female flones
or rocks, who fupport the congeries of land and water, or
our globe underneath. Thefe produced Totorro, who was
killed, and divided inio land; and, after him, Otaia and
Oroo were begotten, who were afterward m: arried, and pro-
duced, firft land, and then a race of gods. Otaia is killed,
and Oroo marries a god, her fon, called Teorraha, whom
fhe orders to create more land, the animals, and all forts of
food found upon the earth; as allo the tky, which is fup-
ported by men called Teeferei. The fpots obferved in the
moon, are {uppofed to be groves of a fort of trees which
once grew in Otaheite, and, being defiroyed by fome acci-
dent, their feeds were carried up thither by doves, where they
now flourifh.

1 religious and hiflo-

They have alfo many 1-“;1'*‘-:15, T;.'IT

rical; one of which latter, relative to the practice of eating
human flefh, I fhall give the fubflance of, as a {pecimen of
their method. A long time fince, there lived in Otaheite

1WOo
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, plT%. WO men called Tubeeai ; the only name they yet have for

. ——— cannibals, None knew from whence they came, or in what
manner they arrived at the ifland. Their habitation was in |

the mountains, from whence they ufed to iflue, and kill

many of the natives, whom they afrerward devoured, and,

, | by that means, prevented the progrels of p-:mL ation. Two

' ' brothers, determined to rid their country of fuch a formi-
| i dable enemy, ufed a firatagem for their deftruction, with fuc-

‘, ! 'E|I cefs. Thefe ftill lived farther upward than the Tabeeai, and
in fuch a ﬂsuaaimﬂ ﬂi:-t L]‘L:’.E}’ could fpeak with them, with-

i out greatly hazarding their own fafety. They invited them

to accept of an entertainment, that fhould be provided for

them, to which thefe readily confented. The brothers then

, taking fome ftones, heated them in a fire, and thrufting
it them into pieces of mabee, defired one of the Tabeea: to open
' his mouth. On which, one of thefe pieces was dropped in,
and fome water poured down, which made a boiling or hifl-
ing noile, in quenching the flone, and killed him. They
intreated the other to do the fame; but he declined it, repre-
fenting the confequences of his companion’s eating. How-
ever, they affured him, that the food was excellent, and its
effects only temporary; for that the other would foon re-
cover. His credulity was fuch, that he fwallowed the bait,
and fhared the fate of the firft. The natives then cut them
' in pleces, which they hunr.u ; and conferred the govern-
' ment of the ifland on the brothers, as a reward for deliver-
ing them from fuch moniters, Their refidence was in the
diftri¢t called Whapaeenoo ; and, to this du there remains
a bread-fruit tree, once the property of the Tabecais. They
had allo a woman, w ]ID lived with t11"111, c,-ul had two teeth
of a prodigious fize. After they were killed, fhe lived at
the ifland Otaha, and, when dead, was ranked amongll

3 their
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their deities. She did not eat human flefh, as the men; 1777 '
eCember.

but, from the fize of her teeth, the natives flill eall AN et ':

animal that has a fierce appearance, or is reprefented with

large tufks, Tabeea.

Every onc muft allow, that this flory is juft as natural as J

that of Hercules deftroying the Hydra, or the more modern

oneof Jack the giant-killer. But I do not find, that there

1s any moral couched under ir, any more than under molft

old fables of the fame kind, which have been recejved as |
truths only during the prevalence of the fame ignorance |
that marked the charafter of the ages in which they were

invented. It, however, has not been improperly introduced,

as ferving to exprefs the horror and deteftation entertained
here, againft thofe who feed upon human fleth. And yer,

from fome circumftances, I have been led to think, that the

natives of thefe ifles were formerly cannibals. Upon aiking

Omai, he denied it ftoutly ; yet mentioned a fa®, within his

own knowledge, which almoft confirms fuch an opinion, |
When the people of Bolabola, one time, defeated thofe of
Huaheine, a great number of his kinfmen were flain. But
one of his relations had, afterward, an opportunity of re-
venging himfelf, when the Bolabola men were worfted in .'
their turn, and cutting a piece out of the thigh of one of

his enemies, he broiled and eat it. I have, alfo, frequently

confidered the offering of the perfon’s eye, who is [acrificed,

to the Chief, as a veftige of a cuftom which once really ex-

ifted to a greater extent, and is flill commemorated by this
emblematical ceremony.

-—

The being invelted with the maro, and the prefiding at
human facrifices, feem to be the peculiar characerittics of '
the fovereign. To thefe, perhaps, may be added the blow-
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ing a conch-fhell, which produces a very loud found. On
hearing it, all his fubjeéts are obliged to bring food of every
fort to his royal refidence, in proporiion to their abilities.
On fome other occafions, they carry their veneration for his
very name, to an extravagant and very deftructive pitch. For
if, on his acceffion to the mars, any words in their language
be found to have a refemblance to it in found, they are changed
for others ; and if any man be bold enough not to comply,
and continue to ufe thofe words, not only he, but all his
relations, are immediately put to death. The fame feverity
is exercifed toward thofe who fhall prefume to apply this
facred name to any animal. And, agreeably to this cultom
of his countrymen, Omai ufed to exprefs his indignation,
that the Englifh thould give the names of prince or princefs
to their favourite horfes or dogs. But while death is the
punifhment for making free with the name of their fove-
reign, if abufe be only levelled at his government, the of-
fender efcapes with the forfeiture of land and houfes.

The king never enters the houfe of any of his fubjeéts;
but has, in every diftri®, where he vifits, houfes belonging
to himfelf. And if, at any time, he thould be obliged by
accident to deviate from this rule, the houfe thus honoured
with his prefence, and every part of its furniture, 1s burnt,
His fubjeéts not only uncover to him, when prefent, down
to the waift; but if he be at any particular place, a pole,
having a piece of cloth tied to it, is fet up fomewhere
near, o which they pay the fame honours. His brothers
are alfo intitled to the firft part of the ceremony; but the
women only uncover to the females of the royal family.
In thort, they feem even fuperftitious in their refpect to him,
and efteem his perfon little lefs than facred. And it is, per-
haps, to thefe circumftances, that he owes the quiet pof-

feflion
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feflion of his dominions. For even the people of Tiaraboo
allow him the fame honours as his right; ulD._lll-;;lf, at the
fame time, they look upon their own Chief as more > power=

K

ful; and fay, that he would fucceed to the government of

the whole ifland, fhould the prefent reigning family become
extinét, This is the more likely, as Waheiadooa not only
pofleffes Tiaraboo, but many diftri¢ts of Opooreanco. Hijs
territories, there fore, are almoil equal, in extenr, to thole
of Otoo; and he has, befides, the advantage of a more po-
pulous and fertile part of the ifland. His 0,

have given p*{}ufa of their fuperiority, by fre quent victories

= A
Lud f.n_\.i.". a

over thofe of Otaheite-nooe, whom they affeét to fpeak of

as contemptible warriors, eafily to be worf fted, if, at any
time, their Chief fhould wifh to put it to the teft,

The ranks of people, befides the Eree de bsi, and his fa-
mily, are the Erees, or powerful Chiefs; th
vaflals ; and the Teox, or Touton, {ervants, or flaves.
The men of each of thefe, according to the regular inflity-
tion, form their ::nnmfhm:. with women of their refi pective
ranks ; but if with any inferior one, which frequently hap-
pens, and a child be born, it is preferved, and has the rank
of the father, unlefs he happens to be an Eree, in which
cafe it is killed. If a woman of co 1dition fhould choofe
an inferior perfon to officiate as a huifband, the children he
has by her are killed. And if a Teou be caught in an intrigue

ith 2 woman of the blood-1 royval, he 1:. put to death. Th
ton of the Eree de boi fucceeds his father in tit] le and honours,

g
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as foon as he is born; but if he fhould have no children, th
brother aflumes the government at his death. In other fa-
milies, pofleflions always defcend to the eldeft fon ; bur heis
obliged to maintain his brothers and fiflers, who are allowed
houfes on his eflates

7 oo The
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The boundaries of the feveral diftriéts, into which Ota-
heite is divided, are, gcnerall}-', either rivalets, or low hills,
which, in many places, jut out into the fea. But the fub-
divifions into parricular property, are marked by large {ftones,
which have remained from one generation to another. The
removal of any of thefe givesrife to quarrels, which are de-
cided by arms; each party bringing his friends into the
ficld. But if any one complain to the Eree de boi, he rer-
minates the difference amicably. This is an offence, how-
ever, not common ; and long cuftom feems to fecure pro-
perty here as eflectually, as the molt fevere laws do in other
countries. In conformity alfo to ancient practice eftablifhed
among(t them, crimes of a lefs general nature are left to be
punifhed by the fufferer, without referring them to a fupe-
rior. In this cafe, they feem to think, that the injured per-
fon will judge as equitably as thofe who are totally uncon-
cerned ; and as long cuflom has allotted certain punifh-
ments for crimes of different forts, he 1s allowed to infli¢t:
them, without being amenable to any other perfon. Thus,
if any one be caught ftealing, which is commonly done in
the night, the proprietor of the goods may put the thief in-
flandy to death; and if any one {hould inquire of him
fter the deceafed, it is fufficient to acquit him, if he only
inform them of the provocation he had to kill him. But
{o fevere a punifhment is feldom infli¢ted, unlefs the articles
that are ftolen be reckoned very valuable; fuch as breall-
plates, and plaited hair. If only cloth, or even hogs be
flolen, and the thief efcape, upon his being afterward dif-
covered, if he promife to return the {fame number of pieces
of cloth, or of hogs, no farther punifhment is inflicted.
Sometimes, afrer keeping out of the way for a few days, he
is forgiven, or, at moft, getsa flight beating. If a perion

1 kill
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kill another in a quarrel, the friends of the deceafed af-
femble, and engage the f{urvivor and his adherents. If
they conquer, they take pofleflion of the houfe, lands, and
goods of the other party; but if conquered, the reverfe
takes place. If a Manaboore Kill the Touton, or flave of a
Chief, the latter fends people to rake pofleflion of the lands
and houfe of the former, who flies either to fome other
part of the ifland, or to fome of the neighbouring iflands.
After fome months he rerurns, and finding his flock of
hogs much increafed, he offers a large prefent of thefe, with
fome red feathers, and other valuable articles, to the Toutsn’s
mafter, who generally accepts the compenfation, and per-
mits him to repoflefs his houfe and lands. This pradtice is
the height of venality and injuftice; and the flayer of the
flave feems to be under no farther neceflity of abfconding,
than to impofe upon the lower clafs of people who are the
fufferers. For it does not appear, that the Chief has the leaft
power to punifh this Manaboone ; but the whole management
marks a collufion between him and his f{uperior, to gratify
the revenge of the former, and the avarice of the latter.
Indeed, we need not wonder that the killing of a man
{hould be confidered as fo venial an offence, amongft a people
who do not confider it as any crime at all, to murder their
own children. When, talking to them about fuch inftances
of unnatural cruelty, and afking, whether the Chiefs or
principal people were not angry, and did not punif(h them’
I was told, that the Chief neither could nor would interfere
in fuch cafes; and that every one had a right to do with
his own child whar he pleafed.

Though the productions, the people, and the cuftoms
and manners of all the iflands in the neighbourhood, may,

in general, be reckoned the fame. as at Otaheite, there are.

a few
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a few differences which fliould be mentioned ; as this may
lead to an inquiry about more material ones hereafter, if
fuch there be, of which we are now ignorant.

With regard to the little ifland Mataia, or Olnaburgh
Ifland, which lies twenty leagues Eaft of Otaheite, and be-
longs to a Chief of that place, who gets from thence a kind
of tribute; a different dialeét from that of Otaheite is
there {poken. The men of Mataia alfo wear their hair
very long ; and, when they fight, cover their arms with a
fubftance which is befet with fharks teeth, and their bodies
with a fort of fhagreen, being fkin of fifhes. At the fame
time, they are ornamented with polithed pearl fhells, which
make a prodigious glittering in the {fun; and they have a
very large one, that covers them before, like a fhield or
breaft-plate.

The language of Oraheite has many words, and even
phrafes, quite unlike thofe of the iflands to the Weltward of
it, which all agree; and it 1s remarkable for producing great
quantities of that delicious fruit we called apples, which
are found in none of the others, except Eimeo. It has allo
the advantage of producing an odoriferous wood, called
eahsz, which is highly valued at the other ifles where there
is none; nor even in the South Eaft peninfula, or Tiaraboo,
though joining it. Huaheine and Eimeo, again, are re-
markable for producing greater quantities of yams than
the other iflands. And at Mourooa, there is a particular
bird, found upon the hills, much elleemed for its whirte
feathers; at which place there is alfo faid to be fome of the
apples, though it be the moft remote of the Society Iflands
from Otaheite and Eimeo, where they are produced.

Though the rehigion of all the iiflands be the fame, each
of them has its particular, or turelar God; whofe names,

2 according
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are alfo feveral low iflands, to the North Eaftward of Ota-
heite, which they have fometimes vifited, but not conftant-
ly; and are faid to be only at the diftance of two days fail
with a fair wind. They were thus named to me:

Martaceva,
called Oannah in Dalrymple's Letter to
QOanaa,
{ Hawkelworth.
Taboohoe,
Awehee,
Kaoora,
Orootooa,
Otavaco, where are large pearls.

The inhabitants of thefe ifles come more frequently to
Oraheite, and the other neighbouring high iflands, from
whofe natives they differ in being of a darker colour, with
a fiercer alpect, and differently puncétured. I was informed,
that at Mataceva, and others of them, it is a cuftom for the
men to give their daughters to firangers who arrive among(t
them ; but the pairs muft be five nights lying near each
other, without prefuming to proceed farther. On the fixth
evening, the father of the young woman treats his gueft
with food, and informs his daughter, that {he muft, that
night, receive him as her hufband. The ftranger, how-
ever, muft not offer to exprefs the leaft diflike, though the
bed-fellow allotted to him fhould be ever fo difagreeable ;
for this is confidered as an unpardonable aflront, and is
punifhed with death. Forry men of Bolabola, who, in-
cited by curiofity, had roamed as far as Maraceva in a

canoe, were treated in this manner; one of them having
incautiou(ly mentioned his diflike of the woman who fell
wo his lot, in the hearing of a boy who informed her fa-

ther.
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ther. In confequence of this, the Mateevans fell upon them :
but thefe warlike people killed three times their own num-
ber; though with the lofs of all their party, except five.
Thefe hid themfelves in the woods, and took an OppOortii-
nity, when the others were burying their dead, to enter
fome houfes, where, having provided themfelves with vic-
tuals and water, they carried them on board a canoe, in
which they made their efcape; and, after pafling Maraia, ac
which they would not touch, at laft arrived fafe at Eimeo.
The Bolabolans, however, were fenfible enough that their
travellers had been to blame; for a cance from Mateeva,
arriving fome time after at Bolabola, fo far were they from
retaliating upon them for the death of their countrymen,
that they acknowledged they had deferved their fate, and
treated their vifiters kindly,

Thefe low ifles are, doubtlefs, the fartheft navigation,
which thofe of Otaheite, and the Society Iflands, perform at
prefent. It feems to be a groundlefs fuppofition, made by
Monlf. de Bougainville, that they made voyages of the pro-
digious extent* he mentions; for I found, that it is reckoned
a fort of a prodigy, that a canoe, once driven by a florm
from Oraheite, thould have fallen in with Mopecha, or

| e
Howe’s Ifland, though fo near, and directly to leeward. The
knowledge they have of other diftant iflands 15, no doub,
traditional ; and has been communicated to them by the
natives of thofe iflands, driven accidentally upon their coafls,
who, belides giving them the names, could eaflily inform
them of the direion in which the places lie from whence

they came, and of the number of days they had been upon

* See Bougainville's Foyage autour du Mande, p. 228, where we are told, that thefs
people fometimes navigate at the diftance of more than three hundred leagues,
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the fea. In this manner, it may be fuppofed, that the na-
tives of Warteeoo have increafed their catalogue by the ad-
dition of Otaheite and its neighbouring ifles, from the people
we met with there, and alfo of the other iflands thele had
heard of. We may thus account for that extenfive know-
ledge attributed, by the gentlemen of the Endeavour * fo
Tupia, in fuch matters. And, with all due deference to his
veracity, I prefume that it was, by the {fame means of in-
formation, that he was able to direft the fhip to Oheteroa,
without having ever been there himfelf, as be pretended ;
which, on many accounts, is very improbable.”

* Hawkefworth’s ColleStion, Vol. ii. p. 278.
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