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CH<ATP: VXIA

The Situation of the Iflands now difcovered,—Their Names.
—Called the Sandwich Iflands.— Arooi deferibed.—The
Soil—Climate.—V egetable Productions.— Bi ds.—Fifb.
—Domeflic Animals—Perfons of the Inbabitants—Their
Difpofition~—Drefs.—Ornaments—Eabitations.— Food.
—Cookery.— Amufements.—ManufaGiures.—W orking=
tools—Knowledge of Iron accounted for.—Canoes.—
Agriculture—Account of one of their Chiefs.—Wea-
pons—Cufloms agreeing with thfe of Tengataboo and

Orabeite. —Their ergm;gg the fame.—Extent of this
Nation throtghont the Pacific Ocean. Reflettions on the
f{,‘?ﬁaf Situaiion of the Sandwich Ifiand;.

T is worthy of obfervation, that the iflands in the Pa-
cific Ocean, which our late voyages have added to the
geography of the globe, have been generally found lying in
groups or clufters; the fingle intermediate iflands, as yet
difcovered, being few in proportion to the others ; though,
probably, there are many more of them ftill unknown, which
ferve as fteps between the feveral clufters. Of what number
this newly-difcovered Archipelago confifts, muft be left for
future inveftigation. We faw five of them, whofe names, as
given to us by the natives, are Woahoo, Atooi, Onechecow,
Oreehoua, and Tahoora. The laftis a {fmall elevated ifland,
lying four or five leagues from the South Eaft point of Onee-
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heow, in the direftion of South, 6¢° Weft. We were told,
that it abounds with birds, which are its only inhabitants.
We alfo got fome information of the exiftence of a low un-
inhabited ifland in the neighbourhood, whofe name is
Tammata pappa. Befides thefe {ix, which we can diftinguifh
with whom we had intercourfe, were acquainted with fome
other iflands both to the Eaftward and Weftward. I named

by their names, .1t appeared, that the inhabitants of thofe

the whole group the Sandwich Iflands, in honour of the
Earl of Sandwich. Thofe that I faw, are fituated between
the latitude of 21° 30/, and 22° 15’ North, and between the
longitude of 199" 20', and 201" 30/ Eaft.

Of Woahoo, the moft Eafterly of thefe iflands, feen by
us, which lies in the latitude of 21° 36/, we could get no
other intelligence, but that it is high land, and is inha-
bited.

We had opportunities of knowing fome partieulars about
Onecheow; which have been mentioned already. It lies fe-
ven leagues to the Weftward of our anchoring-place at
Atoor; and 1s not above fifteen leagues in circuit. Its chief
vegetable produce is yams; if ' we may judge from what was
brought to us by the natives. ' They have falt, which they
call patai ; and is produced in falt ponds. "With it they cure
both fifli and pork ; and fome falt fith, which we got 1'1{:- n
them, kept very well, and were found to be very good. Th
ifland is moftly low Ihm, except the part facing A-.-r_:r::i,
which rifes directly from the fea 1o a' good height ; as docs
alfo the South Eaft |11'n-. GF ity which terminates in a round

hill. It was on the Weft fide of. this peint where our fhips
anchored.

Of Orechoua we know nothing more than that it is a fmall

elevated ifland, lying clofe to the North {ide of Oneeheow.
Atooi,




THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

Atool, which is the largeft, being the principal {cene of
our operations, I fhall now proceed to lay before my readers
what informarion 1 was able to colleft about it, either from
aCtual obfervarion, while on thore, or from converfation
with its inhabitants, who were perpetually on board the
thips while we lay at anchor ; and who, in general, could
be tolerably well underftood, by thofe of us who had ac-
quired an acquaintance with the dialefts of the South Pa-
cifie Hlands. It is, however, to be regretted, that we fthould
have been obliged, fo foon, to leave a place, which, as far as
our opportunities of knowing reached, feemed to be highly
worthy of a more accurate examination,

Atool, from whar we faw of it. is, at leaft, ten leagues
in length from Eaflt to Weft; from whenee its circuir may
ncarly be guefled, though it appears to be much broader
at the Eaft than at the Wefl point, if we may judge from
the double range of hills which appeared there. The road,
or anchoring-place, which we occupied, is on the South
Welt fide of the ifland, about fix miles from the Weft end,
before a village which has the name of Wymoa. As far as
we founded, we found, that the bank has a fine grey fand
at the bottom, and is free from: rocks; excepta little to the
Eaftward of the village, where there {pits out a fhoal, on
which are fome rocks and breakers; but they are not far
from the fhore. This.road would be entirely ftheltered from
the trade wind, if the height of the land, over which it
blows, did not alter its direction, and make it follow that of
the coaft; fo thar it blows at North Eaft, on one fide of the

ifland, and at Eaft South Eaff; or South Eaft, on th

falling obliquely upon the thore. Thus the road, though
firuated on the lee fide of the ifland, is a little expofed to the
trade wind; but, notwithftanding this defed, is far from
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being a bad flation, and much fuperior to thofe which ne-
ceflity obliges fhips daily to ufe, in regions where the winds
are both more variable and more boilterous ; as at Tenerifle,
Madeira, the Azores, and elfewhere. The landing too is
more ealy than at molt of thofe places; and, unlefs in very
bad weather, always practicable. The water to be got in the
neighbourhood is excellent, and eafy to be conveyed to the
boats. But no wood can be cut at any diftance, convenient
enough to bring it from, unle(s the natives could be pre-
vailed upon to part with the few efooa trees (for fo they call
the cordia fibaflina), that grow about their villages, or a fort
called dooe dooe, that grow farther up the country.

The land, as to its general appearance, does not, in the
leaft, refemble any of the iflands we have hitherto vifited
within the tropic, on the fouth fide of the equator ; if we ex-
cept its hills near the centre, which are high, but flope
gently to the fea, or lower lands. Though it be deftitute of
the delightful borders of Otaheite, and of the luxuriant
plains of Tongataboo, covered with trees, which at once
afford a friendly fhelter from the {corching fun, and an
enchanting profpeét to the eye, and food for the natives,
which may be truly faid to drop from the trees into their
mouths, without the laborious tafkk of rearing; though, I
fay, Atooi be deftitute of thefe advantages, its poflefling a
greater quantity of gently-rifing land, renders it, in {fome
meafure, {fuperior to the above favourite iflands, as being
more capable of improvement.

The height of the Jand within, the quantity of clouds
which we faw, during the whole time we flaid, hanging
over it, and frequently on the other parts, feems to put it be-
yond all doub, that there is a fuflicicnt fupply of water; and

3 that
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that there are fome running ftreams which we did not {ee,
efpecially in the deep valleys, at the entrance of which
the villages commonly ftand. From the wooded part to the
fea, the ground 1s covered with an excellent fort of grafs,
about two feet high, which grows fometimes in tufts, and,
though not very thick at the place where we were, feemed
capable of being converted into plentiful crops of fine hay.
But not even a fhrub grows naturally on this extenfive

{pace.

In the break, or narrow valley, through which we had
our road to the moras, the foil is of a brownifh black colour,
{fomewhat loofe; but as we advanced upon the high ground,
it changed to a reddifh brown, more ftiff and clayey, though,
at this time, brittle from its drynefs. It is moft probably
the fame all over the cultivated parts; for what adhered to
moft of the potatoes, bought by us, which, no doubr, came
from very different fpots, was of this fort. Its quality,
however, may be better underftood from its produdts, than
from its appearance. For the vale, or moift ground, pro-
duces taro, of a much larger fize than any we had ever feen;
and the higher ground furnifhes fweet potatoes, that often
weigh ten, and fometimes twelve or fourteen pounds; very
few being under two or three.

The temperature of the climate may be eafily guefled
from the fituation of the ifland. Were we to judge of it
from our experience, it might be faid to be very variable ;
for, according to the generally received opinion, it was
now the feafon of the year, when the weather is fuppofed
" 1o be moft fertled, the fun being at his greatelt annual dif-
tance. The heat was, at this time, very moderate; and
few of thofe inconveniences, which many tropical countrics
are {ubjeét to, either from heat or moiflure, feem to be
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experienced here, as the habitations of the natives are quite
clofe; and they falt both fifh and poik, which keep well,
contrary to what has ufually been obferved to be the cafe,
when this operation is attemapted in hot countrics. Neitbher
did we find any dews of confequence, which may, in fome
meafure, be accounted for, by the lower part of the country
being deftitute of trees.

The rock that forms the fides of the walley, and which
feems to be the fame with that feen by us at different
parts of the coaft, is a greyifth black, ponderous flone; but
honey-combed, with fome very minure fhining particles,
and fome fpots of a ruflty colour inter(perfed. The laft gives
it often a reddith caft, when at a diflance. It is of an im-
menfe depth, but feems divided into frata, though nothing
is interpofed. For the large pieces always broke off 1o a
determinate thicknefs, without appearing to have adhered
to thofe below them. Other flones are probably much
more various, than in the Southern iflands. For, during
our fthort ftay, befides the lapis lydins, which feems com-
mon all over the South Sea, we found a fpecies of cream-
coloured whetftone, fometimes variegated with blacker or
whiter veins, as marble; or in pieces, as breceie ; and com-
mon writing flate, as well as a coarfer fort ; but we {aw none
of them in their natural flate ; and the natives brought fome
pieces of a coarfe whitilh pumice-flone. We gor alfo a

brown fort of bematites, which, from being firongly at-
tracted by the magner, difcovered the quantity of metal that
it contained, and feems to belong to the fecond fpecies of
Cronftedt, though Linnaus has placed it amongft his intradfa-
briiz.  Bur its variety could nor be difcovered ; for what we
faw of it, as well as the {flates and whetftones, was cut arti-
ficially. 3

Befides
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Befides the vegetable articles; bought by us as refrefl-
ments, amongit which were, at lealt; five or fix varieties of
plantains, the ifland produces bread fruit; though it feems
to be fcarce; as we faw only one tree, which was large, and
had fome fruit upon it. There are alfo a few cocoa-palms ;
yams, as we were told, for we faw none; the kappe of the
Friendly Iflands, or Virginian arwm ; the ctsoa tree; and fweet
{melling gardenia, or cape’ jafieine. We faw feveral trees of
the dooe dose; fo ufeful at Ouaheite,. as bearing the oily nuts,
which are ftuck upon a kind of fkewer, and burnt as
candles. Our people faw them ufed, in the fame manner,
at'Onecheow. We were not on thore at Atooi but in the
day time, and then we faw the natives wearing thefe nuts,
hung on firings, round the neck. There is a fpecies of Jfida,
or Indian mallow, fomewhat altered, by the climate, from
what we faw at Chriftmas Ifland ; the morinda citrifolia, which
13 called none s a fpecies of convolvulus; the ava, or intoxicat-
ing pepper; and great numbers of gourds. Thefe laft
grow to a very large fize, and are of a vait variety of fhapes,
which probably is effected by art. Upon the dry fand,
abourt the village, grew a planr; that we had never {een in
thefe feas, of the fize of a common thiftle, and prickly, like
that; but bearing a fine flower, almoft refembling a white
poppy. This, with another fmall one, were the only un-
common plants, which our fhort excurfion gave us an op-
portunity of obferving.

The fcarlet birds, already defcribed, which were brought
for fale, were never met with alive; but we faw a fingle
{mall one, about the fize of a canary-bird, of a deep crimfon
colour; a largeowl; two large brown hawks, orkires; and a
wild duck. The natives mentioned the names of feveral other
birds; amongft which we knew the otgas -or blueifh heron ;
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and the forata, a fort of whimbrel, which are known by the
fame names at Otaheite; and it is probable, that there are
a great many forts, judging by the quantity of fine yellow,
green, and very fmall, velvet-like, black feathers ufed
upon the cloaks, and other ornaments, worn by the in-
habitants.

Fifh, and other marine produftions were, to appearance,
not various: as, befides the fmall mackerel, we only faw
common mullets ; a fort of a dead white, or chalky colour;
a fmall, brownifh rock-fith, fpotted’ with blue; a turtle,
which was penned up in a pond; and three or four forts of
fith falted. The few fhell-fith, that we faw, were chiefly
converted into ornaments, though they neither had beauty
nor novelty to recommend them.

The hogs, dogs, and fowls, which were the only tame or
domeftic animals that we found here, were all of the fame
kind that we met with at the South Pacific iflands. There
were alfo fmall lizards; and fome rats, refembling thofe
{een at every ifland at which we had, as yet, touched.

The inhabitants are of a middling flature, firmly made,
with fome exceptions, neither remarkable for a beauuful
fhape, nor for firiking features, which rather exprefs an
opennefs and good-nature, than a keen, intelligent difpofi-
tion. Their vifage, efpecially amongit the women, is fome-
times round ; but others have it long ; nor can we fay, that
they are diftinguifhed, as a nation, by any general caft of
countenance. Their colour is nearly of a nut brown; and
it may be diflicult to make a nearer comparifon, if we take
in all the different hues of that colour ; but fome individuals
are darker. The women have been already mentioned, as
being little more delicate than the men, in their formation ;

and
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and I may fay, that, with a very few exceptions, they have
little claim to thofe peculiarities that diftinguith the fex; in
other countries. There is, indeed, 2 more remarkable equa-
lity in the fize, colour, and figure of both fexes, than i
moft places I have vifited. However, upon the whole, they
are far from being ugly, and appear to have few natural de-
formities of any kind. Their {kin is not very foft, nor
fhining ;. perhaps for want of oiling, which is practifed at
the Southern iflands; but their eyes and teeth are, in gene-
ral, very tolerable. The hair, for the greateft part, is
ftraight, though, in fome, frizzling; and though its na-
tural colour be, commonly, black, it is ftained, as at the
Friendly and other iflands. We faw but few inftances of
corpulence ; and thefe oftener amongft the women than the
men; but it was chiefly amongft the latter that perfonal.
defefts were obferved, though, if any of them ecan claim
a fhare of beauty, it was moft confpicuous amongft the
young men,

They are vigorous, active, and moft expert {wimmers;
leaving their canoes upon the moft trifling occafion ; diving
under them ; and {fwimming to others though at a great
diftance. It was very common to fee women, with infants
at the breaflt, when the furf was o high, that they could
not land in the canoes, leap overboard, and without endan-
gering their little ones, {wim to the fhore, through a fea
that looked dreadful,

They feem to be bleft with a frank, cheerful difpofition ;
and were I to draw any comparifons, fhould fay, that they
are equally free from the fickle levity which diftinguifhes
the natives of Oraheite, and the fedate caft obfervable
amongill many of thofe of Tongataboo. They feem to live
very fociably in their intercourfe with one another; and,
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cxcept the propenfity to thieving, which {feems innate in
moft of the people we have vifited in this ocean, they were

exceedingly friendly to us. And it does their fenfibility no
little credit, without flattering ourfelves, that when they
faw the various articles of our European manufacture, they
could not help exprefling their furprize, by a mixture of joy
and concern, that feemed to apply the cafe, as a leflon of
humility to themfelves; and, on all occafions, they ap-
peared deeply imprefled with a confcioufne(s of their own
inferiority ; a behaviour which equally exempts their na-
tional charater from the prepofterous pride of the more
polifhed Japanele, and of the ruder Greenlander, It wasa
pleafure to obferve with how much affeftion the women
managed their infants, and how readily the men lent their
afliftance to fuch a tender office; thus fufficiently diftin-
guifhing themfelves from thofe {favages, who eftecem a wife
and child as rhings rather neceflary, than defirable,, or
worthy of their notice.

From the numbers which we faw collected at every vil-
lage, as we failed paft, it may be fuppofed, that the inhabit-
ants of this ifland are pretty numerous. Any computation,
that we make, can be only conjeural. But, that fome
notion may be formed, which fhall not greatly err on
cither fide, I would fuppofe, that, including the firaggling
houfes, there might be, upon the whole ifland, fixty fuch
villages, as that before which we anchored; and that, al-
lowing five perfons to each houfe, there would be, in every
village, five hundred; or thirty thoufand upon the ifland.
This number is, certainly, not exaggerated; for we had
fomerimes three thoufand perfons, at leaft, upon the beach ;
when it could not be fuppofed, that above a tenth part of
the inhabitants were prefent,

Th




THEOCPATIFIC QOQCE AN

The common drefs, both of the women and of the men,
has been already defcribed. The fift have often much
larger pieces of cloth wrapped round them, reaching from
jutt below the breafts to the hams, or lower ; and feveral
were feen with pieces thrown loofely abour the fhoulders,
which covered the greateft part of the body; but the chil-
dren, when wery young, are quite naked. They wear no-
thing uwpon the head; but the hair, in both fexes, is cut in
different forms ; and the general fafhion, elpecially among
the women, is, to have it long before, and thort behind.
The men often had it cut, or {haved, on each fide, in fuch a
manner, that the remaining part, in {ome meafure, re-
fembles the creft of their caps or helmets, formerly de-
leribed. Both fexes, however, feem very carelefs abour
their hair, and have othing like combs to drefs it with,
Inflances of wearing it, in a fingular manner, were fome-
times met with among the men, who twift it into a2 num-
ber of feparate parcels, like the tails of a wig, each about
the thicknefs of a finger; though the greateft part of thefe,
which are {o leng that they reach far down the back, we
obferved, were artificially fixed upon the head, over their
own hair#®,

It is remarkable, that, contrary to the general practice of
the iflands we had hitherto difcovered in the Pacific Ocean,
the people of the Sandwich Iflands have not their ears per=
forated ; nor have they the leaft idea of wWearing ornaments
inthem. Both fexes, neverthelefs, adorn themfelves with
necklaces made of bunches of fmall black cord, like our

* The print of Horn Ifland, which we meet with in Mr. Daleymple’s account of
Le Maire and Schouten’s voyage, reprefents fome of the natives of that ifland with
fuch long tails, hanging from their heads, as are here defcribed, See Dalrymple's

Fogages to the South Pacific, Vel. i, p. 58,
bat-
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hat-firing, often above a hundred-fold; exaltly like thofe

of Wateeoo; only, that, inftead of the two little balls, on
the middle before, they fix a {mall bit of wood, ftone, or
{hell, about two inches long, with a broad hook, turning
forward at its lower part, well polithed. They have, like-
wife, necklaces of many ftrings of very fmall fhells, or of
the dried flowers of the Indian mallow. And, {fometimes,
2 {mall human image of bone, about three inches long,
neatly polifhed, is hung round the neck. The women alfo
wear bracelets of a fingle fhell, pieces of black wood, with
bits of ivory interfperfed, and well polifhed, fixed by a firing
drawn very clofely through them; or others of hogs teeth,
Jaid parallel to each other, with the concave part outward,
and the points cut off, faftened together as the former ;
fome of which, made only of large boars’ tufks, are very
elegant®. The men, fometimes, wear plumes of the tropic
birds feathers, ftuck in their heads; or thofe of cocks, faft-
ened round neat polifhed fticks, two feet long, commonly
decorated, at the lower part, with cora; and, for the {fame
purpofe, the fkin of a white dog’s tail is fewed over a ftick,
with its tufcat the end. They alfo, frequently, wear on
the head a kind of ornament, of a finger’s thicknefs, or
more, covered with red and yellow feathers, curioufly va-
ried, and tied behind; and on the arm, above the elbow, 2
2 kind of broad fhell-work, grounded upon net-work.

The men are frcquently pmuﬁ'ured, though not in any
particular part, as the Otaheiteans, and thofe of Tongataboo.
Sometimes there are a few marks upon their hands, or
arms, and near the groin; but frequently we could obferve
none at all; though a few individuals had more of this fott

# See'Plate, N'LXVIL
of
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of ornament, than we had ufually feen at other places, and
ingenioudly exccuted in a great variety of lines and figures,
on the arms and fore-part of the body; on which latter, fome
of them had the figure of the faame, or breaft-plate, of Ouwa-
heite, though we did not meet with the thing itfelf amongflt
them. Contrary to the cuftom of the Society and Friendly
Iflands, they do not flit, or cut off, part of the prepuce; but
have it, univerfally, drawn over the glans, and tied with
a flring, as pracifed by fome of the natives of New
Zealand.

Though they feem to have adopted the mode of living in
villages, there is no appearance of defence, or fortification,
near any of them ; and the houfes are feattered about, with-
out any order, either with refpeét to their diltances from
cach other, or their pofition in any particular direction.

Neither is there any proportion as to their fize ; fome being
large and commodious, from forty to fifty feet long, and
twenty or thirty broad, while others of them are mcre ho-
vels. Their figure is not unlike oblong corn, or hay-ftacks;
or, perhaps, a better idea may be conceived of them, if we
{fuppofe the roof of a barn placed on the ground, in fuch a
manner, as to form a high, acute ridge, with two very low
fides, hardly difcernible at a diftance. The gable, at each
end, correfponding to the fides, makes thefe habitations per-
fectly clofe all round; and they are well thatched with
long grafs, which is laid on flender poles, difpofed with
fome regularity. The entrance is made indifferently in the
end or fide, and is an oblong hole, fo low, that one mult
rather creep than walk in; and is often fhut up by a board
of planks, faflened together, which ferves as a door, but
having no hinges, muft be removed occafionally, No light
enters the houfe, but by this opening; and though fuch
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clofe habitations may aflford a comfortable retreat in bad
weather, they feem but ill-adapted to the warmth of the
climate. They are, however, kept remarkably clean ; and
their floors are covered with a large quantity of dried grafs,
over which they {pread mats to fit and fleep upon. At ong
end flands a kind of bench, about three feet high, on which
their houfehold utenfils are placed. The catalogue is notlong,
It confifts of gourd-thells, which they convert into veflels that
ferve as bottles to hold water, and as bafkets to contain their
vi€tuals, and other things, with covers of the {fame ; and of
a few wooden bowls and trenchers, of different fizes. Judg-
ing from what we faw growing, and from what was brought
to market, there can be no doubr, that the greatefl part of their
vegetable food confilts of fweet potatoes, fare, and plantains ;
and that bread-fruit and yams are rather to be efteemed ra-
rities. Of animal foed, Ih{.‘}’ can be in no want; as [h{'}’
have abundance of hogs, which run, without reftraint,
about the houfes; and if they eat dogs, which is not im-
probable, their flock of thefe feemed to be very confiderable,
The great number of fifhing-hooks found amongft them,

{hewed, that they derive no inconfiderable fupply of animal

food from the fea. Bur it thould feem, from their practice
of falting fith, that the opennels of their coaft often inter-
rupts the bufinefs of catching them ; as it may be naturally
fuppofed, that no rL]l'. of people would ever think of pl‘(‘-[’*“"v-

nr guantities of foo 1‘—‘l|l~‘~|4||}: ifth ey co uld de pen d 1R

i daily, regular {fupply of ir, in its frefh ftate. This fort of
realoning, li-.J'r.kh_".'. ‘x..li not account for their cufllom of
lting r pork, as well as their fith, which are preferved

in gourd-fhells. The falr, of which they ufe a great quan-

tity for this purpeofe, is of ared colour, not VEIY C J;-rﬁ:, and
fcems to be much the fumie with what our {tr: 1gglers found
i at




at ChriltmasIfland. It has its colour loubtlefs, from a
ture of the mud, at ¢ Iere it

tormed ; for {fome of it

nps, was of

"N e e nefa e Biriew
a fuiiicient whitene(s and puricy.

They bake their vegetable food with heated flones. as as
the Southern Iflands ; and, from the vafl quantity which we
faw drefled at one e time, we fuf fpecte 1, 11“11 the whole vil-
Ltt,c, or, at leaf L, a confiderable number of people, joined
in the ufe of a common oven. We did not fee them drefs
any animal food at this ifland; but Mr. Gore's party, as
already mentioned » had an opportunir y of fatisfying them-
felves, that it was dreffed in Oneeheow in the fame forr of
ovens; which leaves no doubt of this beingalfo the practicein
Atooi ; efpecially as we met with no utenfil there, that could
be applied to the purpofe of flewing or boi ling. - The only
artificial dith we met with, was a 1z men.'ug which,
though a difagrecable mefs from jts fournefs, was greedily
devoured by the natives. They eat off a Lmd of wooden
plates, or trenchers; and the women, as far as we could
Judge from one inftance, if refirained from feeding at the
fame dith with the men, as at Otaheite, are

®

El

mitted to eat in the fame place near them,

Their amufements feem pretty various ; for

y during our
thort flay, feveral were difcovered, lln:'. dances, at which
they ufe the feathered cloaks and {’I[ S, Were not feen ; bur
from the motions which they made with their hands, on
other occafions, when they fung, we could form { lome jude-

ment that they are, in fome degree at leaft, fimilar to thafe

we had met with at the southern Iflands, thoueh nor

1ds, thougzh nor exe-
cuted fo ikilfully., Neither had they, amonglt them, either

AL AA L

flutes or reeds; and the only two mvhul inftruments
Hh 2 which
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which we obferved, were of an exceedingly rude kind. One
of them does not produce a melody exceeding that of a
child’s rattle. It conlifts of what may be called a conic cap
inverted, but fcarcely hollowed at the bafe above a foot
high, made of a coarfe, fedge-like plant ; the upper part of
which, and the edges, arc ornamented with beautiful red
feathers ; and to the point, or lower part, is fixed a gourd-
thell, larger than the filt. Into this is put fomething to
rattle ; which is done by holding the inflrument by the
fmall part, and fhaking, or rather moving it, from place o
place brifkly, either to different fides, or backward and for-
ward, juft before the face, ftriking the breaft with the other
hand at the fame time*. The other mufical inftrument (if
either of them deferve that name) was a hollow veflel of
wood, like a platter, combined with the ufe of two fticks,
on which one of our gentlemen faw a man performing,
He held one of the fticks, about two feet long, as we doa
fiddle, with one hand, and ftruck it with the- other, which
was fmaller, and refembled a drum-ftick, in a quicker or
fower meafure; at the fame time beating with his foot
upon the hollow veflel, that lay inverted upon the ground,
and thus producing a tune,, that was by no means difagree:
able. This mufic was accompanied by the vocal perform-
ance of fome women, whofe fong had a pleafing and tender
effect.

We obferved great numbers of {mall polifhed rods, about
four or five feet long, fomewhat thicker than the rammer
of a mufquet, with a tufcof long, white dog’s hair fized on
the fmall end. Thefe are, probably, ufed in their diver-
fions, We faw a perfon take one of them in his hand, and,

# See Plate; N° LXVIL
holding




THE PACIFIC OCEAN

holding it up, give a fmart firoke, till he brought it into an
horizontal pofition, firiking with the foot, on the fame fide,
upon the ground, and, with his other hand, beating his
Breaft at the fame time. They play at bowls, with pieces
of the whetftone mentioned before, of about a pound weighr,
fhaped fomewhat like a fmall cheefe, but rounded at the
fides and edges, which are very nicely polifhed ; and they
have other bowls of the fame fort, made of a heavy, red-
dith brown clay, neatly glazed over with a compofition of
the fame colour, or of a coarfe, dark grey flate. They alfo
ufe, in the manner that we throw quoits, fmall, flat, rounded
pieces of the writing flate, of the diameter of the bowls, but
fcarcely a quarter of an inch thick, alfo  well polilhed.
From thefe circumftances, one would be induced to think,
that their games are rather trials of fkill than of firength.
In every thing manufadtured by thefe people, there ap-
pears to be an uncommon degree of neatnefs and ingenuiry.
Their cloth, which is.the. principal manufacture, is made
from the moras papyrifera; and, doubtlefs, in the fame man-
ner as at Oraheite and Tongataboo; for we bought fome of
the grooved fticks, with which it is beaten.. Its texture, how-
ever, though thicker, is rather inferior to that of the cloth of
either of the other places; but, in colouring or ftaining it, the
people of Atooi difplay a fuperiority of tafte, by the endlefs
variation of figures which they execute.. One would fup-
pofe, on {eeing a number of their pieces, that they had bor-
rowed their patterns from fome mercer’s thop, in which the

moft elégant productions of China and Europe are collefted ; -
befides fome original patterns of theirown. Their colours,

indeed, except the red, are not very bright; but the.regula-
rity ‘of ‘the figures and ftripes is truly fuprizing ; for, as far
as we knew, they have nothing like flamps or prints, 1o

make
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make the impreffions. In what manner they produce their
colours, we had not opportunities of learning; but befides
the party-coloured forts, they have fome pieces of plain
white cloth, and others of a fingle colour, particularly dark
brown and light blue. In general, the pieces which they
brought to us, were about two feet broad, and four or five
yards long, being the form and quantity that they ufe for
their common drefs, or mare; and even thele we fometimes
found were compofed of pieces fewed together; an art
which we did not find to the Southward, but is firongly,
though not very neatly, performed here. There 15 alfo a
particular fort that is thin, much refembling oil-cloth ;
and which is atually either oiled or foaked in fome kind
of varnifh, and feems to refit the aftion of water pretty
vell.

They fabricate a great many white mats, which are
ftrong, with many red ftripes, rhombufes, and other figures
interwoven on one fide; and often pretty large, Thefe, pro-
bably, make a part of their drefs occafionally; for they

put them or their backs when they offered them to fale.

But they make others coarfer, plain and ftrong, which they

{pread ovey their floors to fleep upon.
They {tain their gourd-fhells prettily with undulated lines,
triangles, and other figures of a black colour; inftances of

which we faw practifed at New Zealand. And they feem

to pollefs the art of varnilhing ; for fome of thele flained

gourd-fhells are covered with a kind of lacker; anc
othier occafions, they ule a ftrong fize, or gluey fub

faften their things together. Their wooden difhes
bowls, out of which they drink their ava, are of th
frec, Or coraia, as neat, as if made in our turning-lathe, and

perhaps
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perhaps better polithed. And among(t their articles of
handifcrafe, may be reckoned {mall Iquare fans of mar
or wicker-work, with handles tapering from them of the
fame, or of wood; which are neatly wrought with {mall
cords of hair, and fibres of the cocoa-nut coir, intermixed,
The great variety of fithing-hooks are ingenioufly made ;

fome of bone, others of wood pointed with bone, and many
of pearl fhell. Of the laft, fome are like a fort that we
faw at Tongataboo ; and others fimply curved, as the com-
mon fort at Otaheite, as well as the wooden ones, The
bones are moftly fmall, and compofed of two pieces; and
all the different forts have a barb, cither on the infide, like
ours, or on the outfide, oppofite the fame part; but others
have both, the outer one being fartheft from the point, Of
this laft fort, one was procured, nine inches long, of a fingle
piece of bone, which, doubtlefs, belonged to fome large
fith. The elegant form and polith of this could not, cer-
tainly, be outdone by any European artift, even if he fhould
add all his knowledge in defign, to the number and conve-
nience of his tools. They polith. their flones, by conftans
friction, with pumice-flone in water; and {uch: of their
working inftruments, or tools, as I faw, refembled thofe of
the Southern Iflands. Theijr hatchets, or rather adzes. were
exactly of the fame pattern, and either made of the fame
fort of blackifh flone, or of a clay-coloured: one, They
have alfo little inflruments made of a fingle fhark’s tooth,
fome of which are fixed to the forepart of a dog's jaw-
bone, and others to a thin wooden handle of the fime
hape; and at the other end there is 2 bit of ftring faften-
ed through a fmall perforation. Thele ferve as knives oc-

cafionally, and are, perhaps, ufed in carving,
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The only iron tools, or rather bits of iron, feen amongft
them, and which they had before our arrival, were a piece
of iron hoop, about two inches long, fitted into a wooden
handle #3 and another edge-tool, which our people guelfed
‘0 be made of the point of a broad-fword. Their having
the actual pofleflion of thefe, and their fo generally know-
ing the ufe of this metal, inclined fome on board to think,
that we had not been the firft European vifiters of thefe
iflands. But, it {eems to mMe, that the very great furprize
cxpreffed by them, on fecing our fhips, and their total ig-
norance of the ufe of fire-arms, cannot be reconciled with
{uch a notion. There are many ways, by which fuch people
may get pieces of iron, or acquire the knowledge of the ex-
-tence of fuch a metal, without having ever had an imme-
diate connetion with nations that ufe it. It can hardly
be doubted, that it was unknown to all the inhabitants of
this fea, before Magellan led the way into it; for no difco-
verer, immediately after his voyage, ever found any of this
metal in their poffeflion ; though, in the courfe of our late
voyages, it has been obferved, that the ufe of itwas known
at feveral iflands, to which no former Europecan thips had
ever, as far as we know, found their way. At all the places
where Mendana touched, in his two voyages, it muft have
been {een and left; and this would extend the knowledge of
it, no doubt, to all the various iflands with which thofe,
whom he had vifited, had any immediate intercourfe. It
might even be carried farther; and where {pecimens of this
£avourite article could not be procured, defcriptions mighr,
in fome meafure, ferve to make it known, when afrerward
feen. The next voyage to the Southward of the line, in

8 Captain King purchafed this, and has it now in his pofleflion.
which
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which any intercourfe was had with the natives of this
ocean, was thar of Quiros, who landed at Sagittaria, the
Ifland of Handfome People, and. at Tierra del Efpiritu
Santo ; at all which places, and at thofe with whom they
had any communication, it muft, of confequence, have
been made known. To him {ucceeded, in-this navigation,
Le Maire and Schouten, whofe connetions with the na-
tives commenced much farther to. the Eaftward, and ended
at Cocos and Horn Iflands, Itwas not furprifing, that, when
1 vilited Tongataboo in 1973, 1 fhould find a bit of iron there,
as we knew that Tafman had vifited it before me; but,
let us fuppofe, that he had never difcovered the Friendly
Iflands, our finding iron amonglt them wonld have occa-
fioned much fpeculation; though we have mentioned he-
fore *, the method by which they had gained a renewal of
their knowledge of this metal, which confirms my hypo-
thefis. For Neeootaboo taboo, or Bofcawen’s Ifland, where
Captain Wallis's {hips left it, and from whence Poulaho re-
ccived it, lics fome degrees to the North Weft of Tonga-
aboo. Itis well known, that Roggewein loft one of his
fhips on the Pernicious Iflands; which, from their fituation,
are, probably, not unknown to, though not frequently

fited by, the inhabitants of Otaheite and the Society Iilands.
It is equailly certain, that thefe laft people had a linow!:d;j::
of iron, and purchafed ic with the greateft avidity, when
Captain Wallis “dilcovered Otaheite; and this knowledge

could only have been acquired, through the mediation of

thofe neighbouring iflands where it had been originally
lefr. . Indeed they acknowledge, that this was actually the

Rl

cafe ; ‘and they have told us fince, that they held it in {uch

&

& See Vol, i, p. 378,

Vour, II, 1i cllimation,
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eftimation, before Captain Wallis's arrival, that a Chief of
Otaheite, who had got two nails into his pofleflion, re-
ceived no fmall emolument, by letting out the ufe of thefe
to his neighbours, for the purpofe of boring holes, when
their own methods failed, or were thought too tedious®.
The men of the Society I{flands, whom we found at Wareeoo,
had been driven thither, long after the knowledge and
ufe of iron had thus been introduced amonglt their coun-
trymen; and though, probably, they had no {pecimen of it
with them, they would naturally, and with eafe, communi-
cate at that ifland their knowledge of this valuable mate-
rial, by defcription. From the people of Wateeoo again,
thofe of Hervey’s land might derive that defire to poflefs
fome of it, of which we had proofs during our {hort inter-
courfe with them.

The confideration of thefe faéts fufliciently explains how
the knowledge of iron has been conveyed throughout this
ocean, to iflands which never have had an immediate inter-
courfe with Europeans; and it may ealily be conceived, that
wherever the hiftory of it only has been reported, or a very
{mall quantity of it has been left, the greater eagernels will
be fhewn by the natives to get copious fupplies of it. The
application of thele particulars, to the inftance now under
confideration, is obvious. The pcople of Atooi and Onee-
heow, without having ever been vifited by Europeans be-
fore us, might have received it from intermediate iflands,

® A {imiler infance of profitable revenue, drawn {fom the ufe of nails by the
Chiefs of the Caroline Iflands, is mentioned by father Cantova: * i, par hazard; un
s paiffeau L:IL'.*.li::__-,cr laille dans leurs ifles quelques vieux morceaux de fer, ils appar-
s gennent de droit aux Tamoles, qui en font faire des outils, le misux qu’il eft E,.,.j'_
# fible, Cey outils font un fond dont le Tamole tire un revenu confiderable, car il
% les donne d louage; & cc louage fe paye alles cher . p. 3144

9 lying
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lying between them and the Ladrones, which have been
frequented by the Spaniards, almoft ever fince the date of
Magellan’s voyage. Or, if the diftant Weftern fituation of
the Ladrones fhould render this folution lefs probable, is
there not the extenfive continent of America to windward,
where the Spaniards have been fettled for more than two
hundred years; during which long period of time, fhip-
wrecks muft have frequently happened on its coafts? It
cannot be thought at all extraordinary, that part of fuch
wrecks, containing iron, thould, by the Eaflerly trade wind,
be, from time to time, caft upon iflands fcattered about this
vaft ocean. The diftance of Atooi from America, is no ar-
gument againft this fuppofition. But even if it were, it
would not deftroy it. This ocean is traverfed every year by
Spanith fhips; and it is obvious, that, befides the accident
of lofing a maft, and its appendages, cafks with iron hoops,
and many other things containing iron, may be thrown,
or may fall overboard, during {o long a paflage, and thus
find their way to land. But thefe are not mere conjeftures
and poflibilities ; for one of my people actually did fee fome
wood in one of the houfes at Wymoa, which he judged to
be fir. It was worm-eaten, and the natives gave him to un-
derftand, thatit had been driven afhore by the waves of the
fea; and we had their own exprefs teftimony, that they had
got the inconfiderable {pecimens of iron found amongft
them, from fome place to the Eaftward.

From this digreflion (if it can be called {o), I return to the
obfervations made during our ftay at Atooi; and fome ac-
count muft now be given of their canoes, Thefe, in ge-
neral, are about twenty-four feet long, and have the bottom,
for the moft part, formed of a fingle piece or log of wood,
hollowed out to the thicknefs of an inch, or an inch and an

1i 2 half,
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half, and brought to a point at each end. The fides confift
of three boards, each about an inch thick, and neatly fitted
and lathed to the bottom part. The extremities, both at
head and ftern, are a litle raifed, and both are made fharp,
fomewhat like a wedge; but they’ flatten more abruptly ;
fo that the two fide-boards join each other, fide by fide, for
more than a foot. But Mr. Webber's drawing will explain
heir conftrudtion more accurately than my defcription in
words. As they are not more than fifreen or eighteen inche
broad, thofe that go fingle (for they fometimes join them as
at the other iflands), have out-riggers, which are {haped
and fitted with more judgment than any I had before feen,
They are rowed by paddles, fuch as we had generally met.
with ; and fome of them have a light triangular fail, like
thofe of the Friendly lilands, extended to a maft and boom.
The ropes ufed for their boats, and the {maller cords for
their fithing-tackle, are firong and well made.

What we faw of their agriculture, furnithed fuflicien:
proofs that they are not novices 1n that are,  The vale
ground has already been mentioned as one continued plant-
ation of fars, and a few other things, which have all the
appearance of being well attended to. The potatoe fields,
and fpots of fugar-cane, or plantains, on the higher grounds,
are planted with the fame regularity ; and always in fome
determinate figure ; generally as a iquare or oblong; but
neither thele, nor the others, are inclofed with any kind of
fence, unlefs we reckon the ditches in the low grounds {uch;
which, it is more probable, are intended to convey water

ticles may alfo, perhaps, be as. much attributed to

culture, ag to natural fertility of foil, which feems better

ﬂdup:cd




THE PACIFIC ©OCEAN,

adapted to them than to bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees ;
the few which we faw of thefe latter not being in a thriv-
ing ftate, which will fufficiently account for the preference
given to the culture of the other articles, though more
labour be required to produce them. But notwithilanding
this {kill in agriculture, the general appearance of the ifland
fhewed, that it was capable of much more extenfive im-
provement, and of maintaining, at leaft, three times the
number of the inhabitants that are at prefent upon it; for
the far greater part of it, that now lies quite walle, feemed
to be as good a foil as thofe parts of it that are in cultiva-
tion. We mulft therefore conclude, that thefe people, from
fome caufe, which we were not long enough amongft them
to be able to trace, do not increafe in that proportion, which

would make it neceflary to avail themfelves of the extent of

their ifland, toward raifing a greater quantity of its vegetable
productions for their fubliftence.

Though I did not fee a Chief of any note, there were,
however, {everal, as the wnatives informed us, who refide
upon Atooi, and to whom they proftrate themfelves as z
mark of {fubmifliony which {feems equivalent to the moer,
woca, pald to the Chiefs of the Friendly 1lands, and is called
here hanoea or mee. Whether they were, at firfl, afraid to
fhew themfelves, or happened to be abfent, I cannot fay;

butafrer I had left the ifland, one of thefe great men made

bl

his appearance; and paid a vific to Caprain Clerke on board
the Difcovery. He came off in a double canoe: and,