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THE PACITIC 'OCEAN.

CHAP XII

Obfervations made at the Sandwich Iflands, on the Longi-
tude, Variation of the Compafs, and Zides.—Profecu-
tion of the Voyage.—Remarks on the Mildnefs of the
Weather, as far as the Latitude 44" North—Paucity
of Sea Birds, in the Northern Hemifphere—Small Sea
Animals deferibed.—Arrival on the Coaff of America.
—Appearance of the Country.— Unfavourable Winds,
and boifterous W eather.— Remarks on Martin de Agui-
lar’s River, and Juan de Fued's pretended Strait,—
An Inlet difcovered, where the Ships anchor.— Bebaviour
of the Natives.

FTER the Difcovery had joined us, we {load away to

the Northward, clofe hauled, with a gentle gale from
the Eaft; and nothing occurring, in this fituation, worthy
of a place in my narrative, the reader will permit me to
infert here the nautical obfervations which I had opportu-
nities of making, relative to the iflands we had left; and
which we had been fortunate enough to add to the geogra-
phy of this part of the Pacific Ocean.

The longitude of the Sandwich Ilands, was determined
by {eventy-two fets of lunar obfervations ; fome of which
were made while we were at anchor, in the road of
Wymoa; others, before we arrived, and after we left ir,
and reduced to it, by the watch, or time-keeper. By the
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mean refult of thefe obfervations, the longitude of the
o' Eaft.

o]

road 15 - —_ 2007 1

5
o'

Greenwich rate, 202"

i

"l"'. rT— oL el - .
11MC-KECPET ) Ulietea rare 200" 21° ©

The latitude of the road, by the mean of TR i e
21 50 I:‘ Ls O

two meridian obfervations of the fun

The obfervations-for the variation of the compafs, did not
agree very well among themfelves, Tt 1s truc, they were
not all made exaétly in the fame fpot. The diiferent fitua-
tions, however, could make very little difference. But the
whole will be beft feen by cafling an eye on the following
table.

Time. Latitude. Longitude. Compafs.

Tanuary 18th. A,

s

1gth.

a8th.

a8th, P. M. a 3&' 194" £a’ 4 Eui

-] . =l

Means of the above 21° 20" 200" 12

On January 18th, 21" 12" 200" 41" the Morth end of

oA b o
the needle dipped 427 1% 57

The tides, at the Sandwich llands, are fo inconfiderable,
that, with the great furf which broke againft the fhore, it
was hardly poflible 1o tell, at any time, whether we had
high or low water, or whether ir ebbed or flowed, On the
South fide of Atooi, we generally found a current fetting o

the
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the Weltward, or North Weltward., But when we were at F:L::;'ry.
anchor off Onecheow, the current fet nearly North Weft ;
and South Eaft, fix hours one way, and fix the other, and fo
flrong as to make the thips tend, though the wind blew
freth. This was certainly a regular tide; and, as faras I
could judg:; the flood came from the North Wei.
I now return to the progrefs of our voyage. On the th, Saturday 7.
being in the latitude of 2¢* North, and in the longitude of
206” Eaft, the wind veered to South Eaft. This enabled us
to fteer North Eaft and Eaft ; which courfe we continued till
the rz2th, when the wind had veered round by the South and Thurfday1z-
Weft, to North Eaft and Eaft North Eaft, I then tacked, and
flood to the Northward, our latirude being 30" North, and
our longitude z06° 135" Eaft. Notwithftanding our advanced
latitude, and its being the winter feafon, we had only be-
gun, for a few days paft, to feel a fenfation of cold in the
mornings and evenings, This is a fignof the equal and laft-
ing influence of the fun’s heat, avall feafons, 10 30" on each

1

fide the line. The dilproportion is known to become very

great after that. This mult be atributed, almoft entirely,
to the directi

f the fun, independent of the
y 'which is, by no means, equal to the eflect.

e latitude of 27° North, and &
e  Eo i B L SRR Tt e ol e T ey ol e et L il ey e 1
in the longitude of 206" Eaft, the wind veered to South Eaft -

and I was enabled again to fleer to the Eafl, inclining to the

3
North. We had, on the 25th, reached the latitude of 42
and 1‘.*-_-.'-;11151iu-.'.:r :
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alfo'appeared. But,if we had not known, that the continent
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of North America was not far diftant, we might, from the
few figns of the vicinity of land hitherto met with, have
concluded, that there was none within fome thoufand
leagnes of us. We had hardly feen a bird, or any other
oceanic animal, fince we left Sandwich Hlands.

On the 1ft of March, our latitude being now 44" 49’ North,
and our longitude 228" Eaft, we had one calm day. This
was fucceeded by a wind from the North, with which I
food to the Eaft clofe hauled, in order to make the land.
According to the charts, it ought not to have been far from
us. It was remarkable, that we fhould ftill carry with us
fuch moderate and mild weather, {fo far to the Northward,
and {o near the coaft of an extenfive continent, at this nme
of the year. The prefent feafon either mufl be uncommon
for its mildnefs, or we can aflign no reafon, why Sir Francis
Drake fhould have met with fuch fevere cold, about this la-
titude, in the month of June®. Vifcaino, indeed, who was
near the fame place, in the depth of winter, fays little of
the cold, and {peaks of a ridge of fnowy mountains, fome-
where on the coaft, as a thing rather remarkable{. Our
{eeing fo few birds, in comparifon of what we met with in
the fame latitudes, to the South of the line, is another fingu-
lar circamflance, which muft either proceed from a fcarcity
of the different forts, or from a deficiency of places to reft
upon. From hence we may conclude, that beyond 40° in
the Southern hemifphere, the {pecies are much more nu-
merous, and the ifles where they inhabit alfo more plenti-

# Septhe account of Sir Francis's voyage, in Cﬂn‘.ph?!]’i edition of H:u'ris= Vol i.
p 18, and other Collettions,

t Sec Torquemada’s Narrative of Vifcaing's E]‘épc(}'illml, in 1602 and 1601, in
the fecond volume of Vapegas's Hiftory of California, Englith tranflation, from
p- 229. to p. 308.

fully
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fully fcattered about, than any where between the coaft of
California and Japan, in or near that latitude.

During a calm, on the morning of the 2d, fome parts of
the fea fcemed covered with a kind of {lime: and fome fmall
fea animals were fwimming about. The moft confpicuous
of which, were of the gelatinous, or medwfa kind, almoft
globular; and another fort fmaller, that had a white, or
fhining appearance, and were Very numerous. Some of
thefe laft were taken up, and put into a glafs cup, with fome
falc water, in which they appeared like fmall fcales, or bits
of filver, when at reft, in a prone fitnation. When they be-
gan to fwim about, which they did, with equal eafe, upon
their back, fides, or belly, they emitted the brighteft co-
lours of the moft precious gems, according to their pofition
with refpect to the light. Sometimes they appeared quite
pellucid, at other times afluming various tints of blue,
from a pale fapphirine, to a deep violet colour; which were
frequently mixed with a ruby, or opaline rednefs; and
glowed with a firength fufficient to illuminate the veffel
and water. Thefe colours appeared moft vivid, when the
glafs was held to a firong light; and mofily vanithed, on the
fubfiding of the animals to the bottom, when they had a
brownifth caft. Bur, with candle light, the colour was,
chiefly, a beauriful, pale green, ringed with a burnithed
glofs ; and, in the dark, it had a faint appearance of glow-
ing fire. They proved to be a new ipecies of omifeus, and,
from their properties, were, by Mr. Anderfon (to whom we
owe this account of them), called onifeus fulgens; being, pro-
bably, an animal which has a fhare in producing fome forts
of that lucid appearance, often obferved near thips at fea,
in the night, On the fame day, two large birds fettled on
the water, near the thip. One of thefe was the proceliaria

Vor, 1L L1 maxima
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maxima (the quebrantabueffos ), and the other, which was litle
more than half the fize, feemed to be of the albatrgfs Kind.
The upper part of the wings, and tip of the tail, were black,
with the reft white; the bill yellowifh ; upon the whole,
not unlike the fea-gull, though larger.

On the 6th, at noon, being in the latitude of 44° 10’ North,
and the longitude of 254 &7 Eaft, we faw two feals, and feve-
val whales; and at day-break, the next morning, the long-
Jooked for coaft of New Albion® was feen, cxtending from
North Eaft to South Eaft, diftant ten or twelve leagues. At
noon, our latitude was 44° 33’ North, and our longitude
235" 20’ Eaft; and the land extended from North Eaft half
North, to South Eaft by South, about eight leagues diftant,
in this fituation, we had feventy-three fathoms water, over
a muddy bortom, and about a league farther off found

ninety fathoms. The land appeared to be of a moderate
height, diverfified with hills and vallies, and, almoft every
where, covered with wood. There was, however, 1o Very
firiking object on any part of it, except one hill, whofe ele-
vated fummit was flat. This bore Eaft from us, at noon.

At the Northern extreme, the land formed a point, which I
called Cape Foulweather, from the very bad weather that we,
{oon after, met with. 1 judge it to lic in the latitude of 44°
55 North, and in the longitude of 235" 54’ Eaft.

We had variable light airs and calms, till eight o'clock in
the evening, whena breeze fprung up at South Weft. With
it, T flood to the North Weft, under an eafy fail, waiting for
day-light to range along the coaft. But at four, next morn-
ing, the wind fhifred to North Weft, and blew in {qualls,

with rain, Our courle was North Eaft, till near ten o’clock,

® This part of the Weft fide of North America, was (o named by Sir Frangis
Drake.

¥
when,




THETPAGIERELIC O CE AN

when, finding that I could make no progrefs on this tack,
and feeing nothing like a harbour, I racked, and ftood off
South Weft. At this time, Cape Foulweather bore North
Eaft by North, about eight leagues diftant. Toward noon,
the wind veered more to the Weltward, and the weather
became fair and clear; fo that we were enabled to make
lunar obfervations. Having reduced all thofe that we had
made fince the 1gth of lat month to the prefent ones, by
the tume-keeper, amounting, in the whole, to feventy-two
fets; their mean refult determined the longitude to be
235" 15 26" Eaft, which was 14" 11" lefs than what the
time-keeper gave. This longitude is made ufe of for fettling
that of the coaft; and I have not a doubt of its being with-
1 a very few miles of the truth,

Our difficulties now began to increafe. In the evening,
the wind came to the North Weft, blowing in fqualls with
hail and fleet; and the weather being thick and hazy, I ftood
out to fea till near noon the next day, when I tacked and
ftood in again for the land, which made its appearance at
two in the afternoon, bearing Ealt North Eaft. The wind
and weather continued the fame ; but, in the evening, the
former veered more to the Weft, and the latter grew worfe ;
which made it neceffary to tack and fland off till four the
next morning, when I ventured to ftand in again.

At four in the afternoon, we faw the land, which, at fix, -

extended from North Eaft half Eaft, to South Eaft by South,
about eight leagues diftant, In this fituation, we tacked and
founded ; but a line of a hundred and fisty fathoms did not
reach the ground. I ftood off iill midnight, then flood in

again; and, at half paft fix, we were within three league:
of the land, which extended from North by Eaft, half Eaft,
| B G 10
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to South, half Eaft; each extreme about feven leagues dif-
tant. Seceing no figns of a harbour, and the weather being
flill unfettled, I tacked and firetched off South Weft, having
then fifty-five fathoms water over a muddy bottom.

That part of the land, which we were fo near when we
tacked, is of a moderate height, though, in fome places, it
rifes higher within, It was diverfified with a great many
rifing grounds and {mall hills; many of which were entirely
covered with tall, ftraight trees; and others, which were
lower, and grew in fpots like coppices ; but the inter{paces,
and fides of many of the rifing grounds, were clear. The
whole, though it might make an agreeable {ummer pro-
{pe, had now an uncomfortable appearance ; as the bare
grounds toward the coalt were all covered with fnow, which
feemed to be of a confiderable depth between the little hills
and rifing grounds ; and, in feveral places toward the fea,
might eafily have been miftaken, at a diftance, for white
cliffs. The fnow on the rifing grounds was thinner {pread;
and farther inland, there was no appearance of any; from
whence we might, perhaps, conclude, that what we {aw to-
ward the fea, had fallen during the night; which was cold-
er than any we had experienced fince our arrival on the
coaft; and we had fometimes a kind of fleet. The coaft
feemed every where almoft firaight, without any opening
or inlet; and it appeared to terminate in a kind of white
fandy beach ; though fome on board thought that appear-
ance was owing to the fnow. Each extreme of the land
that was now before us, feemed to fhoot out into a point.
The Northern one was the fame which we had firft {een on
the 5th; and, on that account, I called 1t Cape Perpetua.
1t lies in the latitude of 44° &' North, and in the longitude of
235° g2’ Eaft. The Southern extreme before us, 1 named

Cape
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Cape Gregory®.  Tts latitude is 43° 30/, and its longitude
235° 57' Eaft. Itis a remarkable point; the land of it rifing
almoft directly from the fea, to a tolerable height, while that
on each fide of it is low.

I continued ftanding off till one in the afternoon. Then
I tacked, and flood in, hoping to have the wind off from
the land in the night. But in this I was miftaken; for at
five o'clock it began to veer to the Weft and South Wett ;
which obliged me, once more, to ftand out to fea. - At this
time, Cape Perpetua bore North Eaft by North; and the
fartheft land we could fee to the South of Cape Gregory,
bore South by Eaft, perhaps ten or twelve leagues diftant.
If I am right in this eftimation, its latitude will be 43° 10/,
and its longirude 235° 55 Eaft, which is nearly the fituation
of Cape Blanco, difcovered or feen by Martin d’Aguilar, on
the 1gth of January, 1603. It is worth obferving, thar, in
the very latitude where we now were, geographers have
been pleafed to place a large entrance or flrair, the difco-
very of which they take upon them to afcribe to the fame
navigator; whereas nothing more is mentioned in the ac-
count of his voyage, than his having feen, in this fituation,

a large river, which he would have entered, but was pre-.

vented by the currents 7.

The wind, as I have obferved, had veered to South Wett
in the evening; but it was very unfettled, and blew in
fqualls. with fnow fhowers. In one of thefe, at midnight,
it {hifted at once to Weft North Weft, and {oon increafed to
a very hard gale, with heavy fqualls, attended with fleet
or {fnow. There was no choice now; and we were obliged

% In our calendar, the yth of March is diftinguifbed by the name of Perpetus M
and the r2th by that of Gregory B.
+ See the Hiftory of California. Eng. tranf, Vol. .ii. p. 292.
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to firetch to the Southward, in order to get clear of the
coall. This was done under courfes, and two clofe-reefed
topfails; being rather more fail than the fhips could fafely
bear ; but it was neceflary to carry it to avoid the more
prefling danger of being forced on fhore. This gale con-
tinued till eight o’clock in the morning of the 13th; when
it abated, and I flood in again for the land. We had been
forced a confiderable way backward; for at the time of
our tacking, we were in the latitude of 42° 45, and in the
longitude of 233" 30'.

The wind continued at Weft, and North Weft; {torms,
moderate weather, and calms, fucceeding each other by
turns, till the morning of the 211t ; when, after a few hours
calm, a breeze {prung up at South Weft. This bringing
with it fair weather, I fteered North Eafterly, in order to
fall in with the land, beyond that part of it where we had
already fo unprofitably been toffed about for the laft fort-
night. In the evening, the wind veered to the Weltward ;
and, at eight o'clock, the next morning, we faw the land,
extending from North Eaft to Eaft, nine leagues diftant. At
this time we were in the latitude of 47° 5° North, and 1n
the longitude of 235" 10" Eaft.

I continued to fland to the North with a fine breeze at
Welt, and Weft North Weft, till near feven o’clock in the
evening, when I tacked to wait for day-light. At this
time, we were in forty-eight fathoms water, and about four
leagues from the land, which extended from North to South
Eaft half Eafk, and a {mall round hill, which had the ap-

ally

diftant fix or feven leagues, as I guelled; itappears to be of
a tolerable height, and was bur jult to be feen from the

pearance of hﬁiﬁg an ifland, bore North three quarters Eaft

4 deck.
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deck. Berween this ifland or rock, and the Northern ex-
treme of the land, there appeared to be a fmall opening,
which flactered us with the hopes of finding an harbour.
Thefe hopes leflened as we drew nearer; and, at laft, we
had fome reafon to think, that the opening was clofed by
low land. On this account I called the point of land to the

North of it Cape Flattery. It lies in the latitude of 48° 1§’

North, and in the longitude of 23:° 3' Ealt. There is a
round hill of a moderate height over ir; and all the land
upon this part of the coaft is of a moderate and pretty equal
height, well covered with wood, and had a very pleafant
and fertile appearance. Tt is in this very latitude where we
now were, that geographers have placed the pretended
ftrait of Juan de Fuca. But we faw nothing like it ; nor is
there the leaft probability that ever any fuch thing exz-
ifted *.

I flood off to the Southward till midnight, when I tack-
¢d, and fteered to the North Weft, with a gentle breeze at
South Weilt, intending rto ftand in for the land as foon as
day-light fhould appear. But, by that time, we were re-
duced to two courfes and clofe-reefed top-fails, having a
very hard gale, with rain, right on fhore; fo that, inftead

of running in for the land, [ was glad to get an offing, or to
keep that which we had already gor. The South Weft wind
was, however, but of thort continuance; for, in the even-
ing, it veered again to the Welt. Thus had we perpetually
firong Welt and North Welt winds 1o encounter. Sometimes,
i an evening, the wind would become moderate, and veer
to the Southward; but this was always a fure prelude 1o a

® See Michael Locke's apocryphal account of Juan de Fuca;, and his pretended
{irait; in Purchas,. Vel iii. p. 849—852. and many later Collections.

florm,
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ftorm, which blew the hardeft at South South Eaft, and was
attended with rain and fleet. It feldom lafted above four
or fix hours, before it was fucceeded by another gale from
the North Welt, which, generally, brought with it fair wea-
ther. It was, by the means of thefe Southerly blafts, that
we were enabled to get to the North Weift at all.

At length, at nine o’clock in the morning of the 29th, as
we were ftanding to the North Eaft, we again faw the land,
which, at noon, extended from North Weft by Weft, to Eaft
South Eaft, the neareft part about fix leagues diftant. Our
latitude was now 49° 29’ North, and our longitude 232" 29
Eaft. The appearance of the country differed much from
that of the parts which we had before feen; being full of
high mountains, whofe fummits were covered with fnow.
But the valleys between them, and the grounds on the fea
coaft, high as well as low, were covered to a confiderable
breadth with high, ftraight trees, that formed a beautiful
profpect, as of one vaft foreft. The South Eaft extreme of
the land formed a low point, off which are many breakers,
occalioned by funken rocks. ©On this account it was called
Point Breakers. 1t lies in the latitude of 49° 15 North, and in
the longitude of 233" 20" Eaft ; and the other extreme, in about
the latitude of 50° and the longitude of 232°. I named
this laft Weody Peint. It projefis pretty much out to the
South Weft, and is high land. Between thefe two points,
the fhore forms a large bay, which I called Hope Bay;
hoping, from the appearance of the land, to find in it a
good harbour. The event proved, that we were nor mif
taken.

As we drew nearer the coaft, we perceived the appear-
ance of two inlets; one in the North Weft, and the other in

I the
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the North Eaft corner of the bay. As I could not fetch the
tormer, 1 bore up for the latter; and paffed fome breakers,
or funken rocks, that lay a league or more from the thore,
We had nineteen and twenty fathoms water half 2 league
without them ; but as foon as we had paffed them, the
depth increafed to thiry, forty, and fifty fathoms, with 2
fandy bottom; and farther in we found no ground with
the greateft length of line. Notwithftanding appearances,
We were not yet fure that there were any inlets; but, as we
were in a deep bay, I had refolved to anchor, with a view
to endeavour to get fome water, of which, by this time, we
were in great want, At length, as we advanced, the exift-
ence of the inlet was no longer doubtful. At five o'clock we
rcached the Weft point of ir, where we were becalmed for
fome time. While in this fituation, I ordered all the boats
to be hoifted out to tow the fhips in. Bur this was hardly
done, before a frefh breeze {prung up again at North Weft,
with which we were enabled to firetch up into an arm of
the inlet, that was obferved by us to run in to the North Eaft,
There we were again becalmed, and obliged to anchor in
eighty-five fathoms water, and fo near the thore as to reach
it with a hawfer. The wind failed the Difcovery before
fhe got within the arm, where {he anchored, and found only
feventy fathoms,

We no fooner drew near the inler than we found the
coaft to be inhabited; and ar the place where we were firft
becalmed, three canoes came off to the fhip, In one of
thefe were two men, in another fix, and in the third ten.
Having come Pretty near us, a perfon in one of the two
laft flood up, and made a long harangue, inviting us to
land, as we guefled, by his geflures. At the fame time, he

Vou. II, M n Kept
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kept firewing handfuls of feathers toward us™; and fome of
his companions threw handfuls of a red duft or powder in
the fame manner. The perfon who played the orator,
wore the fkin of fome animal, and held, in each hand,
fomething which rattled as he kept {haking it. After tiring
himfelf with his repeated exhortations, of which we did
not underftand a word, he was quiet ; and then others took
it, by turns, to fay fomething, though they ated their part
neither fo long, nor with fo much vehemence as the other.
We obferved that two or three had their hair quite ftrewed
over with {mall white feathers; and others had large oncs
ftuck into different parts of the head. After the tumul-
tuous noife had ceafed, they lay at a little diltance from the
fhip, and converfed with each other 1n a very eafy manner
nor did they feem to fhew the leaft furprize or diftruft.
Some of them, now and then, got ups and faid fomething
after the manner of their firlt harangues; and one {fung 2
very agrecable air, with a degree of foftnefs and melody
which we could not have expected ; the word haela, being
often repeated as the burden of the fong. The breeze
which foon after fprung up, bringing us nearer to the thore,
the canoes began to come off in greater numbers ; and we had,
at one time, thirry-two of them near the fhip, carrying from
three to feven or eight perfons each, both men and women.
geveral of thefe ftood up in their canoes haranguing, and
making geftures afrer the manner of our firlt vifiters. One
canoe was remarkable for a fingular head, which had a
bird's eye and bill, of an enormous fize, painted on 1t; and
a perfon who was :n it, who feemed to be a Chief, was 1o

# The natives of this coalt, twelve degrees farther South, alfo brought feathers as

prefents to Sir Francis Drake on his arrival,  See an account of his voyage in Gamp-
ball's edit, of Harriss Vol.i. p- 18,

lels




+HE PACIFIC OCEAN,

lefs remarkable for his uncommon appearance ; having
many feathers hanging from his head, and being painted
in an extraordinary manner¥. He held in his hand a carved
bird of wood, as large as a pigeon, with which he rattled as
the perfon firlt-mentioned had done; and was no lefs vo-
ciferous in his harangue, which was attended with fome
expreflive geftures.

Though our vifiters behaved very peaceably, and could
not be fufpected of any hoftile intention, we could not pre-
vail upon any of them to come on board. They fhewed
great readinefs, however, to part with any thing they had,
and took from us whatever we offered them in exchange;
but were more defirous of iron, than of any other of our
articles of commerce ; appearing to be perfectly acquainted
with the ufe of that metal. Many of the canoes followed
us to our anchoring-place; and a group of abour ten or a
dozen of them remained along-fide the Refolution moft part
of the nighut

Thefe circumftances gave us a reafonable ground of hope,
that we fhould find this a comfortable flation to {upply all
our wants, and to make us forger the hardthips and delays
experienced during a conftant fucceflion of adverfe winds,
and boifterous weather, almoft ever fince our arrival upon
the coaft of America,

* Vifcaino met with natives on the coaft of California, while he was in the har-
bour of San Diego, twhs were painted or befmeared swith black and white, and had their
deads loaded with feathers.  Hiflory of Califirnia, Vol. ii. p. 273,
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