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THE PACIFIC OCEAN,

CHAP I

Manner of building the Houfes in Nootka Sound.—Infide
of them defcribed.—Furniture and Utenfils.—¥ soden
Images.— Employments of the Men.—Of the W omen.—
Food, animal and vegetable —Manper of preparing it,
—W eapons —Manufallures and mechanic Arts.—
Carving and Painting—Canoes—Implements for fifbing
and bunting. —Iron Tools.— Manner of procuring thar

Metal.—Remarks on their Language, and a Specimen

Nootha Sownd.

HE two towns or villages, mentioned in the courfe

of my Journal, feem to be the only inhabited parts
of the Sound. The number of inhabitants in both might
be pretty exaltly computed from the canoes that were about
the fhips the fecond day after our arrival. They amounted
to about a hundred ; which, ata very moderate allowance,
muft, upon an average, have held five perfons each. But
as there were fcarcely any women, very old men, children,
or youths amongft them at that time, I think it will rather
be rating the number-of the inhabitants of the two towns
too low, if we fuppofe they could be lefs than four times the
number of our vifiters; thatis, two thoufand in the whole,

The village at the entrance of the Sound flands on the
fide of a rifing ground, which has a pretuty fteep afcent
Vor, IL ST from.
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from the beach to the verge of the wood, in which fpace it
is fituated.

The houfes are difpofed in three ranges or rows, rifing
gradually behind each other the largelt being that in
front, and the others lefs ; ’t*{'hdr.ua a few ftraggling, or fingle
ones, at each end. Thefe ranges are interrupted or disjoin-
ed at irregular diftances, by narrow paths, or lanes, that
pafs upward ; but thoie which run in the diretion of the
houfes, between the rows, are much broader. Though
there be fome appearance of regularity in this difpofition,
there is none in the fingle houfes; for each of the divifions,

made by the paths, may be confidered either as one houle,

or as many; there being no regular or complete fepara-
tion, either without or within, to diftinguifh them by. They
are built of very long and broad planks #, refting upon.the
edges of each other, faftened or tied by withes of pine
bark. here and there; and have only {lender pofls, or ra-
ther poles, ar confiderable diftances, on the outfide, ta
which they alfo are tied ; but within are fome larger poles

laced aflant. The height of the fides and ends of thele

i -w.:i-:;:“.-s, is feven or eight feet; but the back part is a
i

igher, by which means the planks, that compofe the

t forward, and are laid on loofe, o asto be moved

about; either to be put clofe, 1o exclude the rain; or, in fair
weather, to be feparated, to let in the light, and carry out
the {moke. _l=c_'; are, however, upon the whele, miferable
dwellings, and conftrufted with little care or ingenuity.
For, though the fide-planks be made to fit pretty clofely in

¢ The hsbitations of the natives, meore to the Morth upon this coaft, where
Behring's people landed in 1741, feem to refemble thole of Nootki., Muoller deforibes
them tl.....'_ et {es cabanes ctoient de bois revetu de planches bien unies, & mEme Cil=
& chanerées en quelques endroits.™ Muller, Decoivertes, p- 255

7 fome




THEPACITIC 'OCE AN

fome places, in others they are quite open; and there are
no regular doors into them ; the only way of entrance being
cither by a hole, where the unequal length of the planks
has accidentally left an opening; or, in fome cafes, the
planks are made to pafs a litule beyond each other, or over-
lap, about two feet afunder; and the entrance is in this
fpace. There are alfo holes, or windows, in the fides of the
houfes to look out at; but without any regularity of fhape
or difpofition ; and thefe have bits of mat hung before
them, to prevent the rain getting in.

On the infide, one may frequently fee from one end to
the other of thefe ranges of building withour interruption.
For though, in general, there be the rudiments, or rather
velliges, of feparations on ecach fide, for the accommodation
of different families, they are fuch as do not intercept the
fight ; and often confift of no more than pieces of plank,
running from the fide toward the middle of the houfe; fo
that, if they were complete, the whole might be compared
to a long {table, with a double range of ftalls, and a broad
paflage in the middle. Clofe to the fides, in each of thefe
parts, is a little bench of boards, raifed five or fix inches
higher than the reft of the floor, and covered with mats, on
which the family it and fleep. Thefe benches are common-
ly feven or cight feet long, and four or five broad. In the
middle of the floor, between them, is the fire-place, which
has neither hearth nor chimney. In one houfe, which was
in the end of a middle range, almoft quite feparated from

the reft by a high clofe partition, and the moft regular, as to
defign, of any that I faw, there were four of thefe benches;
each of which held a fingle family, ata corner, bur with-
out any feparation by boards; and the middle part of the
houfe appeared common to them all.

g2 Their
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Their furniture confits chiefly of a great number of

o~ chefts and boses of all fizes, which are generally piled

upon each other, clofe to the fides or ends of the houle;
and contain their fpare garments, {kins, malks, and other
things which they fer a value upon. Some of thefe are
double, or one covers the other as a lid ; others have a lid
faftened with thongs; and fome of the very large ones
have a {quare bole, or fcuttle, cut in the upper part; by
which the things are put in and taken out. They are often
painted black, ftudded with the teeth of different animals,
or carved with a kind of frecze-work, and figures of birds
or animals, as decorations. Their ether domeftic utenfils
arc moftly fquare and oblong pails or buckets to hold
water and other things; round wooden cups and bowls;
and {fmall fhallow wooden wroughs, about two feet long,
out of which they eat their food; and baflcets of twigs,
bags of matting, &e. Their fithing implements, and other
things alfo, lic or hang up in different parts of the houfe,
but without the leaft order; fo that the whole is a complete
fcene of confufion ; and the only places that do not partake
of this confufion are the fleeping-benches, that have no-
thing on them but the mats; which are alfo cleaner, or of
a finer fort, than thofe they commonly have to {it on in their
boats.

The naftinefs and ftench of their houfes are, however, at
leaft equal to the confufion. For, as they dry their filh
within doors, they alfo gut them there, which, with their
bones and fragments thrown down at meals, and the addi-
tion of other forts of filth, lie every where in heaps, and
are, I believe, never carried away, till it becomes trouble-
fome, from their fize, to walk over them. In a word, their
houfes are as filthy as hog-flies; every thing in and about

them ftinking of fith, train-oil, and {moke.
o But,




THE PACIEFICGC OCE AN.

But, amid{l all the filth and confufion that-are found in the
houfes, many of them are decorated with images. Thefle
are nothing more than the trunks of very large trees, four
or five feethigh, fet up fingly, or by pairs, at the upper end
of the apartment, with the front carved intoa human face;
the arms and hands cut out upon the fides, and varioufly
painted; fo that the whole is a truly monflrous figure. The
general name of thele images is Klvmma; and the names of
two particular ones, which {tood abreaft of each other, three
or four feet afunder, in one of the houfes, were Natchisa
and Matfecta. Mr. Webber’s view of the infide of a Nootka
houfe, in which thefe images are reprefented, will convey a

more perfeét idea of them than any defcription. A mat, by

way of curtain, for the molt part hung before them, which
the natives were not willing, at all times, to remove; and
when they did unveil them, they feemed to fpeak of them
in a very myfterious manner. It thould feem that they are,
at times, accultomed to make offerings to them; if we can
draw this inference from their defiring us, as we interpreted
their figns, to give fomething to thefe images, when they
drew afide the mars that covered them *. It was natural

1
Tt
Iiromnm

#* Tt thould feem, that Mr, Webher was obliged to repeat his offerings pretty fre-
quently, before he could be permitted to finifh his drawing of thefe images. The fol-
|mvir‘-g account is in his own words :  * After |1:‘.1.'in_!_; made a general view of their
. habitations, I fought for an infide, which might furnifh me with [ufBcient matter
% to convey a perfect idea of the mode in which thefe people live. Such was foon
 found. While I was employed, a man approached me with a large knife in his
“ hand, feemingly difpleated, when he obferved that my eyes were fixed on two repre-
¢ fentations of human figures, which were placed at one end of the apartmene, carv-
% ed on planks, of a gizantic propertion, and painted afeer their cultom. However,
¢ [ took as little notice of him as pollible, and proceeded 3 to prevent which, ke foon
 provided himfelf with a mat, and placed it in fuch a manner as to hinder my having
 any longer a fight of them, Being pretty certain that I could have no future op-
% portunity to finith my drawing, and the objeét being too interefting to be umitted,

%] con-
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from thefe circumftances, for us to think that they were re-

rrefentativés of their gods, or fymbols of fome religious or

'
L
P
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uperftitious object: and yet we had proofs of the little real
eftimation they were in; for with a fmall quantity of iron or
brafs, I could have purchafed all the gods (if their images
were fuch) in the place. T did nor fee one that was not
offered to me; and I aGtually got two or three of the very
fmalleft fort.

The chief employment of the men feems to be that of
fithing, and killing land or fea animals, for the {fuftenance
of their families; for we faw few of them doing any
thing in the houfes; whereas the women were occu pied in
manufacturing their flaxen or woollen garments, and in
preparing the fardines for drying ; which they alfo carry up
from the beach in twig-balkets, after the men have brought
them in their canoes. The women are alfo fent in the
{mall canoces to gather mufcles, and other fhell-fith; and
perhaps on fome other occafions; for they manage thefe
with as much dexterity as the men; who, when in the ca-
noes with them, feem to pay little attention to their fex, by
offering to relieve them from the labour of the paddle; nor,
indeed, do they treat them with any particular refpeét or
tendernefs 1n other {ituations. The young men appeared to
be the moft indolent or idle fet in this community ; for they
were cither fitting about, in fcartered companies, to balk

¢ I confidered that a little bribery might probably have fome effedt. Accordingly I
¢ madean offer of a button from my coat, which, being of metal, I thought they
would be pleafed with, This, ]r'.l‘!nr'.‘.'_:.'1 produced the defired eflect.  For the mat
© was removed, and T was left at liberty to proceed as before, Scarcely had I feated
mylelf, and made 2 beginning, when he returned and renewed his former practice,
continuing it till I had parted with every fingle button ; and when he faw tha

had completely ftripped me, I met with no farther obftredtion.”

themf{elves
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themfelves in the fun; or lay wallowing in the fand upon
the beach, like a number of hogs, for the fame purpofe,
without any covering. But this difregard of decency was
confined to the men. The women were always properly
clothed, and behaved with the utmoft propriety ; juilly de-
ferving all commendation, for a bafhfulnefs and modelty
becoming their fex; but more meritorious in them, as the
men feem to have no fenfe of thame. It is impofiible, how-
ever, that we fhould have been able to obferve the exadt
mode of their domeftic life and employments, from a fingle
vifit (as the firlt was quite tranfitory) of a few hours. For it
may be eafily fuppofed, that, on fuch an occafion, moft of
the labour of all the inhabitants of the village would ceafe
upon our arrival, and an interruption be given even to the
ufual manner of appearing in their houfes, during their
more remifs or fociable hours, when left to themfelves:
We were much better enabled to form fome judgment of their
difpofition, and, in fome meafure, even of their method of
living, from the frequent vifits fo many of them paid us at
our fhips, in their canoes; in which, it thould feem, they
fpend a great deal of time, at leaft in' the fummer feafon.
For we obferved that they not only eat and {fleep frequently
in them, but ftrip off their clothes, andlay themfelves along
to bafk 1n the fun, in the {ame manner as we had feen
practifed at their village. Their canoes of the larger fors;
are, ‘indeed, fufficiently. fpacious for that purpofe, and per-

y dry; fo that, under fhelter of a fkin, they are, except
in rainy weather, much more comfortable habitations than

4

feltl
their houfes.

Though their food, {tri¢tly fpeaking, may be faid to con=
filt of every thing animal or vegetable that they can procure;

LY

the quantity of the latter bears an exceedingly fmall propor-
tion
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tion to that of the former. Their greateft reliance feems to
be upon the fea, as affording fifh, mufcles, and f{maller
{hell-fith, and fea-animals. Of the firft, the principal are
herrings and fardines; the two fpecies of bream formerly
mentioned; and fmall cod. But the herrings and fardines
are not only eaten frefh, in their feafon, but likewife ferve
as ftores, which, after being dried and fmoked, are pre-
ferved by being fewed up in mats, fo as to form large bales,
three or four feet fquare. It feems that the herrings alfo
{upply them with another grand refource for food; which
is a vaft quantity of roe, very curioufly prepared. It is
lrewed upon, or, as 1t Were, incruftated about, fmall
branches of the Canadian pine. They alfo prepare it upon
a long narrow fea-grafs, which grows plentifully upon the
rocks, under water. This caviare, if it may be fo called,
is kept in bafkets or bags of mat, and ufed occafionally, be-
ing firft dipped in water. It may be confidered as the win-
ter bread of thefe people, and has no difagreeable tafte.
They alfo eat the roe of fome other fith, which, from the
fize of its grains, muft be very large; but it has 2 rancid
tafte and {mell. It does not appear that they prepare any
other fith in this manner, to preferve them for any length of
time, For though they {plit and dry a few of the bream and
chimere, which are preity plentiful; they do not {moke them
as the herrings and fardines.

The next article, on which they {eem to depend for a large
proportion of their food, is the large mulfcle; great abund-
ance of which are found in the Sound. Thefe are roafted
in their thells, then ftuck upon long wooden {kewers, and
taken off occafionally as wanted; being eat without any
other preparation, though they often dip them in oil, as a
fauce, The other marine produétions, fuch as the {maller

fhell-
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fhell-fith, though they contribute to increafe the general
flock, are by no means to be looked upon as a ftanding or
material article of their food, when compared to thofe juft
mentioned.

Of the fea-animals, the moft common that we faw in ufe
amonglt them, as food, is the porpoife; the fat or rind of
which, as well as the flefh, they cut in large pieces, and
having dried them, as they do the herrings, eat them with-
out any farther preparation. They alfo prepare a fort of
broth from this animal, in its frefh ftate, in a fingular man-
ner, putting pieces of it in a fquare wooden veflel or bucket,
with water, and then throwing heated fiones into it.” This
operation they repeat till they think the contents are fuffici-
ently ftewed or feethed. They put in the frefh, and take
out the other ftones, with, a cleft ftick, which ferves as
tongs ; the veflel being always placed near the fire, for that
purpofe *, This is a pretty common dith amongft them ;
and, from its appearance, feems to be ftrong, nourith-
ing food. The oil which they procure from thefe
and other fea-animals, is alfo ufed by them in great
quantities; both fupping it alone, with a large fcoop
or {poon, made of horn; or mixing it with other food,
as fauce.

It may alfo be prefumed that they feed upon other
fea-animals, {fuch as feals, fea-otters, and whales; not only
from the fkins of the two firft being frequent amongft
them, but from the great number of implements, of
all forts, intended to deftroy thefe different animals;

* This operation is reprefented by Mr, Webber, in his drawing of the infide of a
Nootka houfe,

Vo, II, 'L b which
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which clearly points out their. dependance upon them;
though perhaps they do not catch them in great plenty
at all feafons; which feemed to be the cafe while we lay
there, as no great number of frefh fkins, or pieces of the
flefh, were {feen.

The fame might, perhaps, be faid of the land-animals,
which, though doubtle(s the natives fometimes kill them,
appeared to be fearce at this time ; as we did not fee a fingle
piece of the flefh belonging to any of them; and though
their fkins be in tolerable plenty, it is probable that many
of thefe are procured by traffic from other tribes. Upon
the whole, it feems plain, from a variety of circumftances,
that thefe people procure almoft all their animal food from
the fea, if we except a few birds, of which the gulls or
{fea-fowl, which they fhoot with their arrows, are the moft
marerial.

As the Canadian pine-branches and fea-grafs, on which
the fith roe is ftrewed, may be confidered as their only win-
ter-vegetables ; [0, as the {pring advances, they make ufe
of feveral others as they come in feafon. The moft com-
mon of thefe, which we obferved, were two forts of lilia-
ceous roots, one fimply tunicated, the other granulated
upon its (urface, called mabkatze and koshqueppa, which have
a mild fweetith tafle, and are mucilaginous, and eaten raw,
The next, which they have in. great. quantites, 1s a root
called akeita, refembling, in tafte, our liquorice; and an-
other fern root, whofe leaves were not yet difclofed. They
alfo ecat, raw, another {mall, fweertith, infipid root, about
the thicknels of farfaparilla; but we were ignorant -of the
plant to which it belongs; and alfo of another root, which
is very large and palmated, which we faw them dig up near

3 the
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the village, and afterward eat it, It is alfo probable that,

1718,
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as the feafon advances, they have many others, which we o —_

did not fee. For though there be no appearance of cultiva-
tion amongft them, there are great quantities of alder,
goofeberry and currant buthes, whofe fruits thiey may eat
in their natural ftate, as we have feen them eat the leaves of
the laft, and of the lilies, jult as they were plucked from
the plant. It muft, However, be obferved, that one of the
conditions which they feem to require, in all food, is, that
it fhould be of the bland or lefs acrid kind; for they would
not eat the leck or garlic, though they brought vaft quan-
nties to fell, when they underftood we were fond of i
Indeed, they feemed to have no relifh for any of our food :
and when oflered fpirituous liquors, they rejeted them as
fomething unnatural and difgufting to the palate.

Though they fomerimies eat fmall marine-animals, in
their frefh tate, raw, itis their common pra&tice to roaft
or broil their fdod ; for they are quite ignorant of our mex-
thod of boiling ; unlefs we allow that of preparing their
porpoife broth is fuch; and, indeed, their veflels being all
of wood, are quite infufficient for this purpofe.

Their manner of eating is exactly confonant to the nafti-
nefs of their houfes and perfons ; for the troughs and plat-
ters, in which they put their food, appear never to have
been wafhed from the time they were firk made, and the
dirty remains of a former meal are only fweeped away by
the fucceeding one. They alfo tear every thing {olid, or
tough, to pieces, with their hands and rteeth; for though
they make ufe of their knives to cut off the larger portions,
they have not, as yet, thought of reducing thefe to fmaller
pleces and mouthfuls, ‘by the fame means, though obvi.

o oufly
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oufly more convenient and cleanly. But they feem to have
no idea of cleanlinefs ; for they eat the roots which they dig
from the ground, without fo much as fhaking off the foil
that adheres to them.

We are uncertain if they have any fet time for meals;
for we have feen them eat at all hours, in their canoes.
And yet, from feeing feveral mefles of the porpoife broth
preparing toward noon, when we vifited the village, I
{hould fufpeét that they make a principal meal about that
time.

Their weapons are bows and arrows, flings, fpears, {hort
runcheons of bone, fomewhat like the patos patoo of New Zea-
Jand, and a fmall pick-axe, not unlike the common American
tomabawh. The fpear has generally a long point, made of
bone. Someof the arrows are pointed with iron; but moft
commionly their points were of indented bone. The toma-
hawk is a flone, fix or eight inches long, pointed at one end,
and the other end fixed into a handle of woed. This handle
refembles the head and neck of the human figure; and the
ftone is fixed in the mouth, fo as to reprefent an enormoully
large tongue. To make the refemblance ftill {tronger, hu-
man hair is alfo fixed to it. This weapon they call zaawee/b,
or tfifkecab. They have another ftone weapon called feeaik,
hine inches or a foot long, with a fquare point.

From the number of flone weapons, and others, we
might almoft conclude, that it is their cuftom to an-
gage in clofe fight; and we had too convincing proofs
that their wars are both frequent and bloody, from the
vaft number of human fculls which they brought to
{ell.

Their
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Their manufactures, and mechanic arts, are far more ex-

325§
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tenfive and ingenious, whether we regard the defign, or the ‘———

execution, than could have been expected from the natural
difpofition of the people, and the litle progrefs that civili-
zation has made amongft them in other refpects. The flaxen
and woollen garments, with which they cover themfelves,
muft neceflarily engage their firft care; and are the moft
material of thofe that can be ranked under the head of ma-
nufactures. The former of thefe are made of the bark of a
pine-tree, beat into a hempen ftate. Itis not {pun, but, af-
ter being properly prepared, is {pread upon a ftick, which
is faftened acrofs to two others that ftand uprighe. It is dif-
pofed in fuch a manner, that the manufaturer, who {its on
her hams at this fimple machine, knots it acrofs with fmall
plaited threads, at the diftance of half an inch from each
other. Though, by this method, it be not fo clofe or firm as
cloth that is woven, the bunches between the knots make
it fufficiently impervious to the air, by filling the interftices ;
and it has the additional advantage of being fofrer and more
pliable. The woollen garments, though probably manufac=
tured in the fame manner, have the f{trongelt refemblance
to woven cloth. But the various figures which are very arti-
ficially inferted in them, defiroy the fuppofition of their be-
ing wrought in a loom; it being extremely unlikely, that
thefe people thould be fo dexterous as to be able to finifh
fuch a complex work, unlefs immediately by their hands.
They are of different degrees of finenefs; fome refembling
our coarfeft rugs or blankets; and others almoft equal to
our fineft forts, or even fofter, and certainly warmer. The
wool, of which they are made, feems to be taken from dif-
ferent animals, as the fox and brown /yux; the laft of which
is by far the fineft fort; and, in its natural ftate, differs

4 little




A NOY¥ALE. T.0

little from the colour ef our coarler woels; but the hair,
with which the animal is alfo covered, being intermixed, its
appearance, when wrought, is fomewhar different. The
ormamental parts or figures in thefe garments, which are dil-
]‘-*-'l:rl with great tafte, are commonly of a differént colour,
being dyed, chiefly, either of a deep brown, or of a yellow;

alt of which, when it is new, equals the beft in our car-
pets as to brightnefs,

ed
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To their tafte or defign in working figures upon their
garments, correfponds their fondnefs for carving, 1n every
thing they make of wood. Nothing is without a kind of
freeze-work, or the figure of fome animal upon it; but the
molt general reprefentation is that of the human face, which
is often cut out upon birds, and the other monftrous figures
mentioned before; and even upon their {tone and their
bone weapons. The general defign of all thefe things is.
perfectly fuflicient to convey a knowledge of the object they
are intended to reprefent; but the carving is not executed
with the nicety that a dexterous artiit would beftow even
upon an indifferent defign. The fame, however, cannot be
faid of many of the human maiks and heads; where they
fhew themfelves to be ingenious fculptors. They not only
preferve, with great exactnefs, the general character of their
own faces, but finifh the more minute parts, with a degree
of accuracy in proportion, and neatnefs in exccution. The
flrong propenfity of this people to works of this fort, is re-
markable, in a valt variety of particulars. Small whole
human figures; reprelentations of birds, fith, and land
and fea animals; 111-,:rJt.1,-. of their houfehold utenfils
and of their canoes, were found amongft them in great
abundance,

The




THEPACIFIC"OCEAN

The imitative arts being nearly allied, no wonder that, to
their fkill in working figures in their garments, and cary-
ing them in wood, they fhould add that of drawing them in
colours, We have fometimes feen the whole procefs of their
whale-fithery painted on the caps they wear. This, though
rudely executed, ferves, at leaft, to thew, that though there
be no appearance of the knowledge of letters amongft them,
they have fome notion of a method of commemorating and

reprefenting actions, in a lafling way, independently of

what may be recorded in their fongs and traditions. They
have alfo other figures painted on fome of their things; but
it 1s doubtful if they ought to be confidered as {ymbols, that
have certain eftablifhed fignifications, or only the mere crea-
tion of fancy and caprice,

Their canoes are of a fimple ftru®ure ; bu, to appearance,
well caleulated for every ufeful purpofe. Even the largeft,
which carry twenty people or miore, are formed of one tree.
Many of' them are forty feet long, feven broad, and abous
three deep. From the middle, toward each end, they be-
come gradually narrower, the after-part, or flern, ¢nding
abruptly or perpendicularly, with a fmall knob on the LOp ;
but the fore-part is lengthened out, ftretching forward and
upward, ending in a notched" point or prow, confiderably
higher than the fides of the canoe, which run nearly ina
fraight line. For the moft part, they are without any orna-
meni; but fome have a lictle carving, and are decorated by
fetting feals’ teeth on the furface, like ftuds; as is the prac-

tice on their mafks and weapons. A few have, likewife, a

kind of additional head or prow, like a large cut-water,
which is painted with the figure of fome animal, They
have no feats, nor any other {upporters, on the infide, than
feveral round ficks, little thicker than a cane, placed acrofs,
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at mid depth. They are very light, and their breadth and
flatnefs enable them to fwim firmly, without an out-rigger;
which none of them have ; a remarkable diftin¢tion between:
the navigation of all the American nations, and that of the
Southern parts of the Eaft Indies, and the Iflands in the Pa-
cific Ocean. Their paddles are fmall and light; the fhape,
in fome meafure, refembling that of a large leaf, pointed:
at the bottom, broadeftin the middle, and gradually lofing;
itfelf in the fhaft, the whole being about five feet long.
They have acquired great dexterity in managing thefe pad-
dles, by conftant ufe; for fails are no part of their art of.
navigation.

Their implements for fifhing and hunting, which are
both ingeniouily contrived, and well made, are nets, hooks
and lines, harpoons, gigs, and an inftrument like an oar.
This laft is about twenty feet long, four or five inches
broad, and about half an inch thick. Each edge, for about
two-thirds of its length (the other third being its handle), is
fer with fharp bone-teeth, about two inches long. Her-
rings and fardines, and fuch other {fmall fifh as come in
thoals, are attacked with this inftrument; which is firuck
into the fhoal, and the fith are caught either upon, or be-
tween the teeth. Their hooks are made of bone and wood,
and rather inartificially ; but the harpoon, with which they
firike the whales and leffer fea animals, fhews a great reach
of contrivance, It is compofed of a piece of bone, cut into
swo barbs, in which is fixed, the oval blade of a large
mufcle thell, in which is the point of the inftrument. To:
this is faftened about two or three fathoms of rope; and to
throw this harpoon, they ufe a fhaft of about twelve or fif-
reen feet long, to which the line or rope is made faft; and:
1o one end of which the harpoon is fixed, fo as to feparate:

from:
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from the fhaft, and leave it floating upon the water as
a buoy, when the animal darts away with the harpoon.

We can fay nothing as to the manner of their catching or
killing land animals, unlefs we may fuppofe that they
fhoot the fmaller forts with their arrows, and engage bears,
or wolves and foxes, with their fpears. They have, in-
deed, feveral nets, which are probably applied to that pur-
pofe *; as they frequently throw them over their heads, to
thew their ufe, when they brought them to us for fale.
They alfo, fometimes, decoy animals, by covering them-
felves with a fkin, and running about upon all fours,
which they do very nimbly, as appeared from the fpeci-
mens of their fkill, which they exhibited to us, making a
kind of noife or neighing at the fame time; and, on thefe
occafions, the maifks, or carved heads, as well as the real
dried heads, of the different animals, are put on.

As to the materials, of which they make their various ar-
ticles, it is to be obferved, that every thing of the rope kind,
is formed either from thongs of fkins, and finews of ani-
mals; or from the {fame flaxen fubflance of which their
mantles are manufactured. The finews often appeared to
be of fuch a length, that it might be prefumed they could
be of no other animal than the whale. And the fame
may be faid of the bones of which they make their weapons
already mentioned ; fuch as their bark-beating inftruments,
the points of their {pears, and the barbs of their harpoons.

Their great dexterity in works of wood, may, in fome
meafure, be afcribed to the afliftance they receive from iron

* One of the metheds of catching the fea-otter, when athore, in Kamtichatka, is
with nets.  See Cox's Ruffian ﬂ.;.':';'zw'_:'.'_r, P I3

Vou, I, Uun tools,
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tools. For, as far as we know, they ufe noother; at leaft,
we faw only one chiffel of bone. And though, originally,
their tools muft have been of different materials, it is not
improbable that many of their improvements have been
made fince they acquired a knowledge of that metal, which
now is univerfally ufed in their various wooden works.
The chiflel and the knife, are the only forms, as far as we
{faw, that iron aflumes amonglt them. The chiflel is a
long flat piece, fitted into a handle of wood. A flone ferves
for a mallet, and a piece of fith-fkin for a polifher. I have
{cen fome of thefe chiflels that were eight or ten inches long,
and three or four inches broad; bur, in general, they were
{fmaller. The knives are of various fizes ; fome very large;
and their blades are crooked, fomewhat like our pruning-
knife; but the edge is on the back or convex part. Moft of
them that we {faw were about the breadih and thicknefs of
an iron hoop; and their fingular form marks that they are
not of European make. Probably, they are imitations
of their own original inftruments, .ufed for the fame pur-
pofes. They fharpen thefe iron tools upon a coarfe flate
whetflone; and likewife keep the whole inftrument con-
{tantly bright

Iron, which they call feckemaile, (which name they alfo give

to tin, and all white metals) being familiar to thefe people,
it was very natural for us to fpeculate about the mode of
its being conveyed to them. Upon our arrival in the Sound,
they immediately difcovered a knowledge of traffic, and an
inclination for ir; and we were convinced afterward, that

they had not received this knowledge from a curfory inter-

view with any firangers ; but, from their method, it {feemed
tobe an eftablithed practice, of which they were fond, and in
which they were allo well fkilled, With whom they carry

on
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on this traflicc may perhaps admit of fome doubt. For
though we found amongft them things doubtlefs of Euro.
pean manufacture, or at leaft derived from fome civilized
nation, fuch as iron and brafs, it, by no means, appears that
they receive them immediately from thefe nations. For we
never obferved the leaft fign of their having feen thips like
ours before, nor of their having traded with fuch people.
Many circumflances ferve to prove this almoft beyond a
doubt. They were earneft in their inquiries, by figns, on
our arrival, if we meant to fettle amongft them; and if we
came as friends: fignifying, at the fame time, that they
gave the wood and water freely, from friendfhip. This not
only proves, that they confidered the place as entirely their
property, without fearing any fuperiority; but the inquiry
would have been an unnatural one, on a fuppofition that
any thips had been here before; had traflicked, and fupplied
themfelves with wood and water ; and had then departed ;
for, in that cafe, they might reafonably expeé we would
do the fame. They, indeed, exprefled no marks of fur-
prize at feeing our fhips. Burt this, as I obferved before,
may be imputed to their natural indolence of temper, and
want of curiofity. Nor were they even ftartled at the repore
of a mufquet; till, one day, upon their endeavouring to
make us fenfible, that their arrows and f{pears could not
penetrate the hide-drefles, one of our gentlemen fhot a muf-
quet ball through one of them, folded fix times. At this they
were {o much ftaggered, that they plainly difcovered their
ignorance of the effeft of fire-arms, This was very often
confirmed afterward, when we ufed them at their village,
and other places, to fhoot birds, the manner of which
plainly confounded them ; and our explanations of the ufe

Uusg of
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of {hot and ball, were received with the moft fignificant
marks of their having no previous ideas on this matter,

Some account of a Spanifh voyage to this coaft, in 1774,
or 1775, had reached England before I failed; but the fore-
going circumftances fufficiently prove, that thefe fhips had
not been at Nootka ¥, Befides this, it was evident that iron
was too common here; was in too many hands; and the
ufes of it were too well known, for them to have had the
firft knowledge of it fo very lately; or, indeed, at any ear-
lier period, by an accidental fupply from a fhip. Doubtlefs,
from the general ufethey make of this metal, it may be {up-
pofed to come from fome conftant fource, by way of traffic,
and that not of a very late date; for they are as dexterous in
ufing their tools as the longeft practice can make them,
The moft probable way, therefore, by which we can fup-
pofe that they get their iron, is by trading for it with other
Indian tribes, who either have immediate communication
with European fettlements upon that continent, or receive
it, perhaps, through feveral intermediate nations. The
fame might be faid of the brafs and copper found amongit
them.

Whether thefe things be introduced by way of Hudfon’s
Bay and Canada, from the Indians, who deal with our
traders, and fo fucceflively acrofs from one tribe to the other;
or whether they be brought from the North Weltern parts
of Mexico, in the fame manner; perhaps cannot be eafily

% We now know that Captain Cook’s conjefture was well founded, It appears,
from the Journal of this Voyage, already referred to, that the Spaniards had inter-
.courfe with the natives of this coaft, only in three places, in latitude 41° n* 3 inlatitude
47° 21"y and in latitude 57° 318", So that they were not within two degrees.of
Nootka ; and it is moft probable, that the people there never heard of thefe Spanifl
{hips.,

4 determined.
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determined. But it fhould feem, that not only the rude
materials, but fome articles in their manufadtured ftate,
find their way hither. The brafs ornaments for nofes, in
particular, are fo neatly made, that I am doubtful whether
the Indians are capable of fabricating them. The materials
certainly are European ; as no American tribes have been
found, who knew the method of making brafs; though
copper has been commonly met with, and, from its foft-
nefs, might be fafhioned into any fhape, and allo polifhed.
If our traders to Hudfon's Bay and Canada do not ufe fuch
articles in their traffic with the natives, they muft have been
introduced at Nootka from the quarter of Mexico, from
whence, no doubt, the two filver table-fpoons, mer with here,
were originally derived. It is moft probable, however, that
the Spaniards are not fuch eager traders, nor have formed
fuch extenfive connections with the tribes North of Mexico,

as to fupply them with quantities of iron, from which they
gan fpare fo much to the people here *.

Of the political and religious inflitutions eftablithed
amongft them, it cannot be fuppofed that we fhould learn
much. Thiswe could obferve, that there are fuch men as
Chiefs, who are diftinguifhed by the name or title of ¢
aweek, and to whom the others are, in fome meafure, {fubor-
dinate. But, I thould guefs, the authority of each of thefe
great men extends no farther than the family to which he

- oh the two filver table-fpoons, found 'zt Woothka Sound, moft probably
hough i 1 E p
game from the Spaniards in the South, there feems to be lufficient grounds for -belicy -
ing that the regular fupply of iron comes from a different quarter, It is remarkable,
that the Spaniards, in 1975, found at Prevte de lo Tronidad, in latitude 41°% 2% arrems
11 £ of 3 FisE) t1° 7
;:'-'Ej:-ln’f.-." with capper o trony wwbiel r:.'.'.r terrdd '-_'_.'r,".’-:rf Twere f?'ﬁ:m'frf _,-':"f."u the MNersh.  Mr,
Daines Barrington, in a note at this part of the Spanith Journal, p. 20. fays, 1
¢ {hould conceive that the copper and iron, here ::|".I.“n[:.f.ui:..;-]P mult have :?L'ij;‘:lli-ilj.'b'.':i‘.
- hartered at our forts in Hudfen's Bay.”
o
belongs;
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belongs, and who own him as their head. Thele Aeweets
were not always elderly men; from which I concluded that
this title came to them by inheritance.

I faw nothing that could give the leaft infight into their
notions of religion, befides the figures before mentioned,
called by them Kiumma. Moft probably thefe were idols ;
but as they frequently mentioned the word acweet, when
they fpoke of them, we may, perhaps, be authorized to
fuppofe that they are the images of fome of their ancef-
tors, whom they vencrate as divinities. But all this is
mere conjecture; for we faw no aé of religious homage
paid to them ; nor could we gain any information, as we
had learned linile more of their language, than to afk the
names of things, without being able to hold any converfa-
tion with the natives, that might inftruct us as to their infli-
tutions or traditions.

In drawing up the preceding account of the people of
this Sound, 1 have occafionally blended Mr. Anderfon’s ob-
fervations with my own ; but 1 owe every thing to him that
relates to their language ; and the following remarks are in
his own words.

« Their language is, by no means, harfh or difagreeable,
farther than proceeds from their ufing the & and 5 with
more force, or pronouncing them with lefs foftnels than we

do ; and, upon the whole, it abounds rather with what we
may call labial and dental, than with guttural founds. The
fimple founds which we have not heard them ufe, and
which, confequently, may be reckoned rare, or wanting in

their language, are thofe reprefented by the letters 4, dy 1
g, ryand v. Bur, on the other hand, they have one, which

is very frequent, and not ufed by us. It is formed, in a
7 particular
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particular manner, by clathing the tongue partly againft
the roof of the mouth, with confiderable force; and may
be compared to a very coarfe or harfh method of lifping. It
15 difficult to reprefent this found by any compofition of our
letters, unlefs, fomehow, from /zt4l. This is one of their
moft ufual terminations, though we fometimes found it in
the beginning of words. The next moft general termina-
tion 1s compofed of #/; and many words end with z and /.
A fpecimen or two, of each of thefe, is here put down:

Opulfzthl, The {un.
Onulizthl, The moon.
Kab/leetl, Dead.

Teefbeheetl, To throw a ftone.
Kooomitz, A human {cull.
Duabmifs, Filh roe.

They {eem to take fo great a latitude in their mode of
fpeaking, that I have fomerimes obferved four or five dif-
ferent terminations of the fame word. This is a circum-
ftance very puzzling at firlt to a flranger, and marks a
great imperfection in their language.

4As to the compofition of it, we can fay very litde ; hav-
ing been fearcely able to diftinguith the feveral parts of
fpeech. It can only be inferred, from their method of
fpeaking, which is very flow and diltin&, that it has few
prepofitions or conjunctions ; and, as far as we could dif-
cover, isdeftitute of even a fingle interjection; to exprefs ad-
miration or furprize. From irs having few conjunctions,
it may be conceived, that thefe being thought unnecellary,
as being underflood, each fingle word, with them, will
allo exprefs a great deal, or comprehend feveral fimple ideas;
which feems to be the cafe. But, for the fame reafon, the lan-

——
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guage will be defective in other refpeéts ; not having words
to diftinguifh or exprefs differences which really exift, and
hence not {ufficiently copious. This was obferved to be the
cafe, in many inftances, particularly with refpect to the
names of animals. The relation or affinity it may bear te
other languages, either on this, or on the Afiatic continent,
I have not been able fufficiently to trace, for want of proper
fpecimens to compare it with, except thofe of the Efgqui-
maux, and Indians about Hudfon’s Bay ; to neither of which
it bears the leaft refemblance. On the other hand, from the
few Mexican words I have been able to procure, there is the
moft obvious agreement, in the very frequent terminations
of the words in /, ¢l, or z, throughout the language *.”

The large vocabulary of the Nootka language, collected
by Mr. Anderfon, fhall be referved for another place , as
its infertion here would too much interrupt our narration.
At prefent, I only feleét their numerals, for the fatif-
£action of fuch of our readers as love to compare thofe of
different nations, in different parts of the world:

Tfawack, One.
Akkla, Two.
Katfitfa, Three.
Mo, or moe, Four.
Sochab, Five.
Nofpo, Six.
Atflepoo, Seven.
Atlagquolthl, Eight.
Tfawaquuithl,  Nine.
Haeeoo, Ten.

* May we not, in confirmation of Mr. Anderfon’s remark, obferve, that Opulfuthh,
the Nootka name of the Sun; and Firzipuzli, the name of the Mexican Divinity,
have no very diftant nfﬁ.njl:r' in found ?

# It will be found at the cnd of the third volume,

Were
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Were I to affix a name to the people of Nootka, as a
diftinét nation, I would call them Waka/bians ; from the word
wakafl, which was very frequently in their mouths. It
feemed to exprefs applaufe, approbation, and friendfhip,
For when they appeared to be fatisfied, or well pleafed with
any thing they faw, or any incident that happened, they
would, with one voice, call out wakafh! wakafh! 1 fhall
take my leave of them, with remarking, thar, differing fo
eflfentially as they certainly do, in their perfons, their cuftoms,
and language, from the inhabitants of the iflands in the Pa-
cific Ocean, we cannot {uppole their refpective progenitors
to have been united in the fame tribe, or to have had any
intimate connection, when they emigrated from their ori-
ginal fettlements, into the places where we now find their
delcendants.

My account of the tranfactions in Nootka Sound would
be imperfect, without adding the aftronomical and nautical
obfervations made by us, while the thips were in that ftation,

Latitude.
qSun - o= ggria6t 1l
South 4q9° 36’
North 49° 36

The latitude of the ob-
fervatory by = l Stars g

The mecan of thefe means - 49¢°

" anort e

Longitude.
!I"I"\':t:nr}f fets taken on the)
T] i | 21t and 22d of March §{7°°

I'he longi 3

tude, by [ Ninety-three taken at the)
lunar ob-
{fervations

' ; g23 018
obfervatory = = 33
Twenty-four taken on thC? -
"433

&
|
|
L

1ft, 2d, and gd of May}

The mean of thefe means - 233 1%
Vou. I, X x

1774,
A il
-II-I-- Ila
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But by reducing each fet taken before
we arrived in the Sound, and after
we left it, by the time-keeper, and
adding them up with thofe made
on the fpot, the mean of the 137
fets willbe - - - =

Longitude by rhc%(}rccnwich rate - 235" 46' 51Y, o”

time-keeper {Ulietearate - 233° 59’ 24", o

From the refults of the laft fifteen days obfervations of
equal altitudes of the Sun, the daily rate of the time-keeper
was lofing, on mean time, 7" ; and on the 16th of April, the
was too flow for mean time, by 16" o® 58", 45. There was
found an irregularity in her rate, greater than at any time
before. It was thought proper to reject the firft five days,
as the rate in them differed fo much from that of the fif-

teen following ; and even in thefe, cach day differed from
another more than ufual.

Fariation r:f the Cr:rm_,b@-’}.
; A M. 7 Obfervatory Bl O}
PEAL TP, M. § Mean of four needlss 0157 427 o7 {15 49 257 B3l

19 38" 46 119" 447 378"

The variation found on board the fhip, ought to be taken
for the true one; not only as it agreed with what we ob-
{ferved at fea; but becaufe it was found, that there was
fomething afhore that had a confiderable effet upon the
compafles; in fome places more than others. At one {pot,
on the Weft point of the Sound, the needle was attracted
113 points from its proper direction.

sth, {A. M. E On board the fhip, % 19” 50" 49"

ryth, | P. M. Y Mean of four needles

7 Tnclination
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Inclination of the dipping Needle.
Apri]_-;th.Onhunrdmmha-{Mukcd EFM North ¢ 71° 26" 22!
{?i 54 2257

Ao
345{
{7

lanced needle Unmarked 3 and dipping 407 22}”

Thefame needle at ¢ Marked E End North

the oblervatory { Unmarked and dipping g 8

g e <
Marked I nd North E * gl 20"

18th. Ditto - = -

Unmlrl.ﬂ'd and dipping { 72° 16" 10

2" 22" 20"
?33 72° 49

|r o4

the ﬂb-.’.‘r'l.'d.tn:l’_}l' Unmarked 3 and dr]!]]lﬂ"’ o

o

E
?155‘3‘{
-

Marked End North
o e arke E I ort

Unmarked 73"

i

and dipping ¢ 73° 28" 30

asd. Bpare needle on

board -

gth, Spare needle ati Marked End North
i i

Marked End North ¢ 44> 28 38"
Unmarkcd} 1;2"‘ 57" 20"

Henee the mean dip, with both needles, on fhore, was - 72° 32° 23”
T e e 0y P - | # LG
On board - - 72~ 25" 41}

and dipping

This is as near as can be expeéted ; and fhews, that what-
ever it was that affected the compafles, whether on board
or athore, it had no effect upon the dipping needles.

Tides,

Itis high-water on the days of the new and full moon, at 12"
20", The perpendicular rife and fall, eight feet nine inches;
which is to be underflood of the day-tides, and thofe which
happen two or three days after the full and new moon.
The night tides, at this time, rife near two feet higher, This
was very confpicuous during the fpring-tide of the full
moon, which happened foon after our arrival; and it was
obvious, that it would be the fame in thofe of the new moon,
though we did not remain here long enough to fee the
whole of 1ts effelt.

Some circumitances, that occurred daily, relating to this,
deferve particular notice. In the cove where we got wood

b - and
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and water, was a great deal of drift-wood thrown afhore ;
a part of which we had to remove, to come at the water. It
often happened, that large pieces or trees, which we had re-
moved in the day, out of the reach of the then high-water,
were found, the next morning, floated again in our way;
and all our fpouts, for conveying down the water, thrown
out of their places, which were immoveable during the
day tides. We alfo found, that wood, which we had fplit
up for fuel, and had depofited beyond the reach of the day
tide, floated away during the night. Some of thefe circum-
ftances happened every night or morning, for three or four
days in the height of the fpring-tides ; during which time
we were obliged to attend every morning tide, to remove
the large logs out of the way of watering.

I cannot fay, whether the flood-tide falls into the Sound
from the North Weft, South Weft, or South Eaft, I think it
does not come from the laft quarter ; but this is only con-
iecture, founded upon the following obfervations: The South
Eaft gales, which we had in the Sound, were fo far from in-
creafing the rife of the tide, that they rather diminifhed it;
which would hardly have happened, if the flood and wind
had been in the fame direction. '
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