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CHAP IX

Bebaviour of the Natives, the Tjchutfkiy on fesing the Ships.
—Interview with fome of them.—Their Weapons—
Perfons.—Ornaments.—Clothing.—Winter and Sum-
mer Habitations.—The Ships crofs the Sirait, to the
Coaft of America.—Progrefs Northward—Cape Mul~
grave.—Appearance of Fields of Ice—Situation of Icy
Cape.—The Sea blocked up with Ire.—Sea-borfes killed,

4 and ufed as Provifions.—Thefe Animals de eribed,— Di-

' menfions of one of them.~—Cape Lifburne.—Fruitlefs At-

tempts to get through the Ice, at a Diflance from ibe

Coaff—Obfervations on the Formation of this Ire—

Arrival on the ffmﬁ .ﬁf ﬁﬁﬂ.-—*ﬂapf North—The Pro-

Jecution of the Foyage deferred to the enfuing Year,

North fhore a village, and fome people, whom the e

Monday 10,

AS we were ftanding into this bay, we perceived on the 1778,

fight of the fhips feemed to have thrown into confufion, or
fear. We could plainly fee perfons running up the coun-
| try with burdens upon their backs. At thefe habirations I
I| propofed to land; and, accordingly, went with three armed
boats, accompanied by fome of the officers. About thirty
or forty men, each armed with a fpontoon, a bow, and ar-
rows, flood drawn up on a rifing ground clofe by the village.
As we drew near, three of them came down toward the {hore,
and were fo polite as to take off their caps, and to make

us low bows. We returned the civility; but this did not
I infpire
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infpire them with fuflicient confidence to wait for our land-
ing ; for the moment we put the boats afthore, they retired.
1 followed them alone, without any thing in my hand;
and by figns and geftures prevailed on them to flop, and to
receive fome trifling prefents. In return for thefe, they
gave me two fox-fkins, and a couple of fea-horfe teeth. I
cannot fay whether they or I made the firft prefent; for it
appeared to me, that they had brought down with them
thele things for this very purpofe; and that they would
have given them to me, even though I had made no return.

They feemed very fearful and cautious ; exprefling their
defire, by figns, that no more of our people thould be per-
mitted to come up. On my laying my hand on the fhoul-
der of one of them, he ftarted back feveral paces. In pro-
portion as I advanced, they retreated backward; always in
the attitude of being ready to make ufle of their {pears;
while thofe on the rifing ground ftood ready to fupport them
with their arrows. Infenfibly, mylelf, and two or three of
my companions, got in amonglt them. A few beads dif-
tributed 1o thole about us, foon created a kind of confidence;
fo that they were not alarmed when a few more of our
people joined us; and, by degrees, a fort of traffic between
us commenced. In exchange for knives, beads, tobacco,
and other articles, they gave us {ome of their clothing, and
a few arrows. But nothing that we had to offer could in-
duce them (o part with a fpear, or a bow. Thefe they held
in conftant readinefs, never once quitting them, except at
one time, when four or five perfons laid theirs down, while
they gave us a fong and a dance. And even then, they placed
them in {fuch a manner, that they could lay hold of them in
an inftant; and, for their fecurity, they defired us to fit
down.

The
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The arrows were pointed either with bone or ftone : but

very few of them had barbs; and fome had a round w— e

blunt point. What ufe thefe may be applied to, I cannot
fay; unlefs it be to kill fmall animals, without damaging
the fkin. The bows were fuch as we had feen on the Ame-
rican coaft, and like thofe ufed by the Efquimaux. The
fpears, or fpontoons, were of iron or fteel, and of European
or Afiatic workmanthip; in which no little pains had been
taken to ornament them with carving, and inlayings of
brafs, and of a white metal. Thofe who flood ready with
bows and arrows in their hands, had the {pear flung over
their right fhoulder by a leathern flrap. A leathern quiver,
flung over their left thoulder, contained arrows ; and fome
of thefe quivers were extremely beautiful ; being made of
red leather, on which was very neat embroidery, and other
ornaments,

Several other things, and, in particular, their clothing,
thewed that they were poffeffed of a degree of ingenuity, far
furpafling what one could expect to find amongft fo North-
ern a people. All the Americans we had feen, fince our
arrival on that coalt, were rather low of ftature, with round
chubby faces, and high cheek-bones. The people we now
were amongft, far from refembling them, had long vifages,
and were ftout and well made. In thorr, they appeared to
be a quite different nation. We faw neither women, nor
children, of either fex; nor any aged, excepr one man, who
was bald-headed; and he was the only one who carried no
arms. The others feemed to be picked men, and rather un-
der than above the middle age. The old man had a black
mark acrofs his face, which I did not fee in any orhers.
All of them had their ears bored ; and fome had glafs beads

hanging to them, Thefe were the only fixed ornaments we
Vou, IL 3 M faw
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faw about them ; for they wear none to the lips. This is
another thing in which they differ from the Americans we
had lately feen.

Their clothing confilted of a cap, a frock, a pair of
breeches, a pair of boots, and a pair of gloves, all made of
leather, or of the fkins of deer, dogs, {eals, &c. and ex-
tremely well dreffed ; fome with the hair or fur on; buc
others without it. The caps were made to fit the head very
clofe ; and befides thefe caps, which moft of them wore, we
got from them fome hoods, made of fkins of dogs, that
were large enough to cover both head and fhoulders. Their
hair feemed to be black ; but their heads were either thav-
ed, or the hair cut clofe off; and none of them wore any
beard. Of the few articles which they got from us, knives
and robacco were what they valued moft,

We found the village compofed both of their fummer and
their winter habitations. The latter are exadtly like a vaulr,
the floor of which is funk a little below the furface of the
earth. One of them, which I examined, was of an oval
form, about twenty feet long, and twelve or more high,
The framing was compofed of wood, and the ribs of whales,
difpofed in a judicious manner, and bound together with
{maller materials of the fame fort. Over this framing is laid
a covering of flrong coarfe grafs; and that again‘is covered
with earth; fo that, on the outfide, the houfe looks like a
litile hillock, fupported by a wall of fione, three or four feet
high, which is builc round the two fides, and one end. Ac

the other end, the earth is raifed floping, to walk up to the

entrance, which is by a hole in the top of the roof over that
end. The floor was boarded, and under it a kind of ccllar,
in which I faw nothing but water. And at the end of each

houfe
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houfe was a vaulted room, which I took to be a flore-room.
Thefe flore-rooms communicated with the houle, by a dark
paffage; and with the open air, by a hole in the roof,
which was even with the ground one walked upon; but
they cannot be faid to be wholly under ground; for one
end reached to the edge of the hill, along which they were
made, and which was built up with flone. Over it flood
a kind of fentry-box, or tower, compofed of the large bones
of large fifh.

The {fummer huts were pretty large and circular, being
brought to a point at the top. The framing was of flight
poles, and bones, covered with the fkins of fea-animals. I
examined the infide of one. There was a fire-place, jult
within the door, where lay a few wooden veflels, all very
dirty. Their bed-places were clofe to the fide, and took up
about half the circuit. Some privacy feemed to be obferved ;
for there were feveral partitions made with {kins. The bed
and bedding were of deer-{kins; and molt of them were dry
and clean.

About the habitations were erected feveral flages, ten or
twelve feet high; fuch as we had obferved on fome parts of
the American coaft. They were wholly compofed of bones ;
and feemed intended for drying their fitlh and fkins, which
were thus placed beyond the reach of their dogs, of which
they had a great many. Thefe dogs are of the fox kind,
rather large, and of different colours, with long foft hair
like wool. They are, probably, ufed in drawing their
fledges in winter. -For fledges they have, as I faw a good
many laid up in one of the winter huts. It is alfo not
improbable, that dogs may conftitute a part of their food.

Several lay dead, that had been Killed that morning.
2M 32 The
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The canoes of thefe people are of the fame fort with
thofe of the Northern Americans; fome, both of the large
and of the fmall ones, being feen lying in a creek under the
village,

By the large fith-bones, and of other fea-animals, it ap-
peared that the fea fupplied them with the greateft part of
their fubfifferice. The country appeared to be exceedingly
barren ; yielding neither tree nor fhrub, that we could fee.
At fome diftance Weltward, we obferved a ridge of moun-
tains covered with fnow, that had lately fallen.

At firft, we fuppofed this land to be a part of the ifland of
Alafchka, laid down in Mr. Stzhlin’s map, before mention-
cd. But from the figure of the coaft, the firuation of the
oppofite fhore of America, and from the longitude, we foon
began to think that it was, more probably, the country of
the Tfchutiki, or the Eaftern extremity of Afia, explored
by Beering in 1728, But to have admitted this, without
farther examination, I muft have pronounced Mr. Stehlin’s.
map, and his account of the new Northern Archipelago, to
be either exceedingly erroneous, even in latitude, or elfe to
be a mere fi¢tion ; a judgment which I had no right to pafs
upon a publication fo refpectably vouched, withour produ-
cing the cleareft proofs,

After a flay of between two and three hours, with thefe
people, we returned to our thips; and, foon after, the wind
veering to the South, we weighed anchor, ftood out of the
bay, and fteered to the North Eaft, between the coaft and the
two iflands. The next day, at noon, the former extended
from South 80° Welt, to North 84" Weft; the latter bore
South 40° Weft; and the peaked mountain, over Cape Prince
of Wales, bore South 36° Eaft ; with land extending from it

as
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as far as South 7;° Eaft. The latitude of the thip was 66° 5'; i
the longitude 191° 19'; our depth of water twenty-eight Mooy
fathoms ; and our pofition nearly in the middlé of the
channel between the two coafts, each being feven leagues

diftant.

From this ftation we fleered Eaft, in order to get nearer
the American coaft. In this courfe the water fhoaled gra-
dually, and there being little wind, and all our endeavours
to increafe our depth failing, I was obliged at laft to drop -
anchor in fix fathoms; the only remedy we had left o pre-
ventthe fhips driving into lefs. The neareft part of the Weft- -
ern land bore Weft, twelve leagues diftant; the peaked hill
over Cape Prince of Wales, South 16 Weft; and the North-
ernmoft part of the Ameriean continent in fighr, Eaft South
Eaft, the neareft'part about four leagues diftant. After we
had anchored, I fent a boat to found, and the water was
found to fhoal gradually toward the land. While we lay at
anchor, which was from {ix to nine in the evening, we found
little or no current; nor could we perceive that the water
either rofe or fell.

A breeze of wind {pringing up at North, we weighed, and
flood rto. the Weltward, which courfe foon brought us into
deep water; and, during the 12th, we plied to the North, Wednef, 12
both coafts being in fight; but we kept neareft to that of
America.

At four in the afternoon of the 13th, a breeze fpringing Thuriiy:s.
up-at South, I{teered North Eaft by North, till four o'clock
next morning, when, feeing no land, we direfted our courfe
Eaft by North; and between nine and ten, land, fuppofed Friday 14.,
to be a continuation of the continent, appeared. It extend-

ed from Eaft by South to Eaft by North ; and, foon after, we
faw
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faw more land, bearing North by Eaft. Coming pretty fud.
denlv into thirteen fathoms water, at two in the afternoon,
we made a trip off till four, when we flood in again for the
land ; which was feen, foon after, exiending from North to
Sourh Eaft; the nearelt part three or four leagues diftant.
The coaft here forms a point, named Pant Mulgrave, which
lies in the latitude of 63 45'; and in the longitude of
19;°.51'. The land appeared very low next the fea; but, a
little back, it rifes into hills of a moderate height. The
whole was free from {now ; and, to appearance, deftitute of
wood. I now tacked, and bore away North Welt by Weft;
but, foon after, thick weather with rain coming on, and the
wind increafing, 1 hauled more to the Well.

Next morning, at two o’clock, the wind veered to South
Weft by South, and blew a ftrong gale, which abated at

=]

noon; and the {un thining out, we found ourfelves, by ob-
fervation, in the latitude of 68" 1. I now fiecred North
Eaft, till fix o'clock the next morning, when I fleered two
points more Eafterly. In this run we met with feveral fea-
horfes, and flights of birds ; fome like fand-larks, and others
no bigger than hedge-fparrows. Some fhags were alfo
een; fo that we judged ourfelves to be not far from land.
But as we had a thick fog, we could not expect to fee any;
and, as the wind blew ftrong, it was not prudent to conti-
nue a courfe which was moft likely to bring us to it. From
the noon of this day, to fix o'clock in the morning of the
following, I fteered Eaft by North; which courfe brought us
into fixteen fathoms water. I now fleered North Eaft by
Eaft, thinking, by this courfe, to deepen our water. Burf,
in the fpace of fix leagues, it fhoaled to eleven fathoms;
which made me think it proper to haul clofe to the wind,
that now blew at Weft. Toward noon, both f{un and moon

& were

o
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were feen clearly at intervals, and we got fome flying ob-
fervations for the longitude ; which, reduced to noon, when
the latitude was 70° 33', gave 197° 41'. The time-keeper,
for the fame time, gave 198°; and the variation was
25° 1’ 2." Eaft, We had, afterward, reafon to believe, that
the obferved longitude was within a very few miles of the
truth.

Some time before noon, we perceived a brightnefs in

the Northern horizon, like that reflefted from ice, com--

monly called the blink. It was little noriced, from a fup-
pofiion that it was improbable we fhould meet with ice o
foon. And yet, the fharpnefs of the air, and gloominefs of
the weather, for two or three days paft, feemed to indicate
fome fudden change. About an hour after, the fight of a
large field of ice, left us no longer in doubt about the caule
of the brightnefs of the honzon. At half paft two, we tack-
ed, clofe to the edgeof the ice, in twenty-two fathoms wa-

ter, being then in the latitude of 70" 41"; not being able to-

ftand on any farther. For the ice was quiteimpenetrable, and
extended from Weit by South, to Ealt by North, as far asthe
eye could reach., Here wereabundance of fea-horles; fome

in the water; but far more upon the ice. I had thoughts:
of hoifting out the boats 1o kill fome ; but the wind frefhen--

ing, I gave up thedefign; and continued to ply tothe South-

ward, or rather to the Weltward ; for the wind came fromu

that quarter.

We gained nothing; for, on the 18th at noon, our lari-
tude was 70" 44 ; and we were near five leagues farther o
the Eaftward. We were, at this time, clofe to the edge of the
ice, which was as compact as a wall; and feemed to beten
ar twelve feet high at leaft. But, farther North, it appeared

much.
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much higher. Its furface was extremely rugged ; and, here
and there, we faw upon it pools of warer,

We now flood to the Southward ; and, afer running f{ix
leagues, fhoaled the water to feven fathoms; but it {foon
deepened to nine fathoms. At this time, the weather, which
had been hazy, clearing up a little, we faw land extending
from South to South Eaft by Eaft, about three or four miles
diftant, The Eaftern extreme forms a point, which was
much incumbered with ice; for which reafon it obtained
the name of Iy Cape. Its latitude is 70° 29/, and its longi-
tude 198° 20". The other extreme of the land was loft in the
horizon ; fo that there can be no doubt of its being a conti-
nuation of the American continent. The Difcovery being
about a mile aftern, and to leeward, found lefs water than
we did ; and tacking on that account, I was obliged to rack
alfo, toprevent feparation,

Our fituation was now more and more critical. We were
in fhoal water, upon a lee fhore ; and the main body of the
ice to windward, driving down upon us. It was evident,
that, if we remained much longer between it and the land,
it would force us athore ; unlefs it fhould happen to take the
ground before us. It feemed nearly to join the land to lee-
ward ; and the only direction that was open, was to the
South Welt. After making a fhort board to the Northward,
I made the fignal for the Difcovery to tack, and tacked my-
felf at the fame time. The wind proved rather favourables;
fo that we lay up South Weft, and South Weft by Wett,

At eight in the morning of the 1grh, the wind veering
back to Welt, I racked to the Northward ; and, atnoon, the
latitude was 70° 6, and the longitude 196° 42'. 1in this fi
tuation, we had a good deal of drift-ice about us; and the

main
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main ice was about two leagues to the North, At half palt
one, we gotin with the edge of it. It was not fo com-
pact as that which we had feen to'the Northward ; burt it was

too clofe, and in too large pieces, to attempt forcing the

ihips through ir, On the ice lay a prodigious number of

fea-horfes ; and, as we were in want of frefh provifions, the
boats from cach fhip were fent to get fome.

By feven o’clock in the evening, we had received, on board
J e "
folution, nine of thefe animals; which, till now, we

1

the Re
had fuppoled to be fea-cows ; fo that we were not a little dif=
appointed, efpecially fome of the feamen, who, for the no-
velty of the thing, had been feafting their eyes for {fome days
patt.  Nor would they have been difappointed now, nor have
known the difference, if we had not happened to have one
or two on board, who had been in Greenland, and declared
what animals thefe were, and that no one ever eat of them,
But, notwithftanding this, we lived upon them as long as
they lafted; and there were few on board who did not prefer
them to our falt meat.

The far, at firlt, is as {weet 35 marrow ; but in a few
days it grows rancid, unlefs it be falted; in which ftate, it
will keep much longer. The lean flefh is coarfe, black, and
has rather a ftrong tafle; and the heart is nearly as well
tafled as that of a bullock. The fat, when melted, yields a
good deal of oil, which burns very well in lamps ; and their
hides, which are very thick, were very ufeful about our
rigging.. The teeth, or tufks, of moft of them were, at this

time; very fmall; even fome of the 1

i

reeft and oldeft of thefe

animals, had them not excec ding fix inches in length, From
. e Bl e e Lo ok | oA . F » .

this we concluded, that they had lately fhed their old

teeth.
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They lie; in herds of many hundreds, upon the ice;
huddling one over the other like fwine; and roar or bray
very loud; fo that, in the night, or in foggy weather, they
gave us notice of the vicinity of the ice, before we could fee
:t. We never found the whole herd afleep; fome being al-
ways upon the watch. Thefe, on the approach of the boat,
would wake thofe next to them; and the alarm being thus
gradually communicated, the whole herd would be awake
prefently.  But they were feldom in a hurry to getaway, till
after they had been once fired at. Then they would tumble
one over the other, into the fea, in the utmoft confufion.
And, if we did not, at the firft difcharge, kill thofe we fired
ar, we generally loft them, though mortally wounded*
They did not appear to us to be that dangerous animal fome
authors have defcribed; not even when attacked. They
are rather more o, to appearance, than in reality. Vait
numbers of them would follow, and come clofe up to the
boats. But the flath of a mufquet in the pan, or even the
bare pointing of one at them, would fend them down in an
inftant. The female will defend the young one to the very
laft, and at the expence of her own life, whether in the wa-
ter, or upon theice. Nor will the young one quit the dam,
though fhe be dead; fo that, if you kill one, you are {ure of

the other.. The dam, when in the water, holds the young
one between her fore-fins.

Mr. Pennant, in his Spropfis Quadr. p. 335 %, has given a
very good defcription of this animal under the name of
Ardic Walrus; but 1 have no where feen a good drawing

# Mr. Pennant, fince Captain Cook wrote this, has defcribed this animal in a new
work, which he calls dr&tic Zoolsgy, now ready for publication, We have been fa-
voured with his obliging communications on this, and other particulars ; and, there-
fore, refer the reader to the Arédic Zoalogy, N° 72,

of
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of one. Why they fhould be called fea-horfes, is hard to
fay; unlefs the word be a corruption of the Ruffian name
Morfe ; for they have not the leaft refemblance of a horle.
This is, without doubt, the fame animal that is found in
the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and there called Sea-cow. It is
certainly more like a cow than a horfe; but this likenefs
confifts in nothing but the foout. In fhort, it is an ani-

mal like a feal; but incomparably larger. The dimen-
“\I fions and weight of one, which was none of the largeft,
were as follows :

Fett. Inches.
Length from the fnout to the tail - & 9 4
Length of the neck, from the fnout to the } e
fhoulder-bone - g .

Height of the fhoulder - - - o

Fore - - - - - S

Length of the fins Hind 3 B G 5
| Breadth of the fins ggf;:d vy 4 i 12 i"

Breadth - - - - o
Snaut%

Depth - - - - - HE
Circumference of the neck clofe to the ears - 2 7
Circumference of the body at the tfhoulder - 7 10
Circumference near the hind-fins - - £ N6
From the fnout to the eyes - - o 7

Ib.
Weight of the carcafe, without the ; 8ca
head, {kin, or entrails -
Head - - = - . o 41°
Skin - - - - 205

1 could not find out what thefe animals feed upon. There

awas nothing in the maws of thofe we killed.
3 N 2 It
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_."".IuEﬁL It is worth obferving, that for i_l;mr: days 'bEf'DI'E this date,
e we had frequently feen flocks of ducks flying to the South-
ward. They were of two forts, the one much larger than
the other. The largefll were of a brown colour; and, of the
{mall fort, either the duck or drake was black and white,
and the other brown. Some faid they faw geefe alfo. Does
not this indicate that there muft be land to the North;
where thefe birds find fhelter; in the proper feafon, to breed,
and from whence they were now returning to a warmer
climate?

3y the time that we had got our fea-horfes on board, we
were, in a manner, {furrounded with the ice; and had no
way left to clear it, but by flanding to the Sonthward; |
Thurfday 20, ywhich was done till three o’clock next morning, with a
gentle breeze wefterly ; and, for the moft part, thick, foggy
weather. The {foundings were from twelve to fifteen fa-
thoms. We then tacked, and flood to the North till ten !
o'clock ; when the wind veering to the Northward, we di- -
rected our courfe tothe Welt South Welt and Weit, Ar two
in the afternoon, we fell in with the main ice; along the
edge of which we kept; being partly directed by the roaring
of the {ea-horfes; for we had a very thick fog. Thus we
continued failing tillnear midnight, when we gotinamongft
the loofe ice, and heard the {urge of the fea upon the main

ice.
The fog being very thick, and the wind Eafterly, T now
Friday z1. © hauled to the Southward; and, at ten o’clock the next morn-
ing, the fog clearing away, we faw the continent of America,
extending from South by Eaft, to Eaft by South; and at
noon, from South Wefll half South, to Eaft; the neareft part
ive leagues diftant. At this time we were in the lattude
1 of
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'”_l.
of Gg® 32's and in the longitude of 195" 48'; and as the main 78, i e
. T : el i ; it (A 15 I
ice was at no great diftance from us, it is evident, that it w—— |

now covered a part of the fea, which, but a few days before,
had been clear; and that it extended farther to the South, '
than where we firft fell in with ir, It muft not be under-
ftood, that I fuppofed any part of this ice which we had
feen, to be fixed ; on the contrary, I am well aflured, that
the whole was a moveable mafs.
Having but little wind, in the afternoon, I fent the Mafter |
in a boat, o try if there was any current; but he found
none. 1 continued to fleer in for the American land, until
eight o'clock, in order to get a nearer view of it, and to look
for a harbour ; but feeing nothing like one, I ftood again to
the North, with a light brecze Wellerly. At this time, the
coaft extended from South Weil to Eaft; the neareft part
four or five leagues diftant. 'The Southern extreme feemed
to form a point, which was named Cape Liffurne. It lies in
the latitude of 69° 5. and in the longitude of 19,° 42/, and
appeared to be pretty high land, even down to the fea. But
there may be low land under it, which we might not fee,
being not lefs than ten leagues from it. Every where elfe,
as we advanced Northward, we had found a low coafl,
from which the land rifes to a middle height. The coaft {1
now before us was without fnow, except in one or two
places ; and had a greenifh hue. But we could not perceive
aIly WO LiJ':'.-GH 1L
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On the 22d, the wind was Southerly, and the weather S:turday .
moftly foggy, with fome iatervals of funthine. Ateightin

the evening it fell calm, which continued till midnight,

I
when we heard the furge of the fea againft the ice, and had
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feveral loofe pieces about us. A light breeze now fprung
up at North Eaft ; and, as the fog was very thick, I fleered
to the Southward, to clear the ice. At eight o'clock next
morning, the fog difperfed, and I hauled to the Wefltward.
For finding that I could not get to the North near the coaft,
on account of the ice, I refolved to try what could be done
at a diftance from 1t; and as the wind feemed to be fettled
at North, I thought it a good opportunity,

As we advanced to the Weft, the water deepened gradually
to twenty-eight fathoms, which was the moft we had. With
the Northerly wind the air was raw, fharp, and cold; and
we had fogs, funfhine, thowers of fnow and {lect, by turns.
At ten in the morning of the 26th, we fell in with the ice. At
noon, it extended from North Welft to Eaft by North, and ap-
peared to be thick and compaét. At this time, we were, by
obfervation, in the latitude 6g° 36, and in the longitude of
184°; fo that it now appeared we had no better profpect of
getting to the North here, than nearer the fhore.

I continued to ftand to the Weftward, till five in the after-
noon, when we were in a manner embayed by the ice,
which appeared high, and very clofe in the North Weft and
North Eaft quarters, with a great deal of loofe ice about
the edge of the main field. At this time, we had baffling
light winds; but it foon fixed at South, and increafed to a
freth gale, with fhowers of rain. We got the tack aboard,
and ftretched to the Eaftward ; this being the only diretion
in which the fea was clear of ice.

At four in the morning of the 27th, we tacked and ftood
to the Welt, and at feven in the evening we were clofe in
with the edge of the ice, which lay Eaft North Eaft, and

Wefl
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Weft South Weft, as far each way as the eye could reach.
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Having bur little wind, I went with the boats, to examine ‘e——’'

the ftate of theice. 1 found it confifting of loofe pieces, of
various extenr, and fo clofe together, that I could hardly
enter the outer edge with a boat; and it was as impoflible
for the fhips to enter it, as if it had been fo many rocks. I
took particular notice, that it was all pure tranfparent ice,
except the upper {urface, which was a little porous. It ap-
peared to be entirely compofed of frozen fnow, and to have
been all formed at fea. For, fetting afide the improbability,
or rather impoflibility, of fuch huge mafles floating out of
rivers, in which there is hardly water for a boar, none of the
productions of the land were found incorporated, or fixed
in it; which muft have unavoidably been the cafe, had it
been formed in rivers, either great or fmall. The pieces of
ice that formed the outer edge of the field, were from forty
or fifty yards in extent, to four or five; and I judged, that
the larger pieces reached thirty feer, or more, under the fur-
face of the water. [t alfo appeared to me very improbable;
that this ice could have been the production of the preced-
ing winter alone. I1{hould fuppofe it rather to have been
the production of a great many winters. Nor was it lefs
improbable, according to my judgment, that the little that
remained of the fummer, could deftroy the tenth part of what
now fubfifted of this mafs ; for the fun had already exerted
upon it the full influence of his rays. Indeed Iam of opi-
nion, that the fun contributes very little toward reducing
thefe great maffes. For although that luminary is a con-
fiderable while above the horizon, it feldom thines out for
more than.a few hours at a time; and often is not {een for
feveral days in fucceflion. It is the wind, or rather the
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waves raifed by the wind, that brings down the bulk of
thefe enormous ma fles, by grinding one piece againft ano-
ther, and by undermining and wafhing away thofe parts
that lie expofed to the furge of the fea. This was evident,
from our obflerving, that the upper furface of many pleces
had been paridy wathed away, while the bafe or under part
remained firm for feveral fathoms round ‘that which ap-
peared above water, exadtly like a {hoal round an elevated
rock, We meafured the depth of water upon one, and
found it to be fiftcen feer; fo that the fhips might have
failed over it. If I had not meafured this depth, I would
not have believed, that there was a fufficient weight of ice
above the furface, to have funk the other fo much below
it. Thus it may happen, that more ice is deftroyed in one
ftormy feafon, than is formed in feveral winters, and an end-
lefs accumulation is prevented. But that there is always a
remaining ftore, every one who has been upon the fpot will
conclude, and none but clofet-fludying philofophers will
difpute.

A thick fog, which came on while I was thus employed
with the boats, haflened me aboard, rather fooner than [
could have wifhed, with one fea-horfe to each thip. We had
killed more, but could not wait to bring them with us. The
number of thefe animals, on all the ice that we had feen,
is almoft incredible. We {pent the night flanding off and
on, amongft the drift ice; and at nine o’clock the next
morning, the fog having partly difperf{ed, boats from each
thip were {ent for fea-horfes. For, by this iime, our people
began to relifh them, and thofe we had procured before
were all confumed. At noon, our latitude was 69° 17, our
longitude 183"; the variation, by the morning azimuths,
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25” ¢6' Eaft; and the depth of water twenty-five fathoms,
At two o'clock, having got on board as much marine beef
as was thought neceflary, and the wind frethening at South
South Eaft, we took on board the boats, and firetched to the
South Wefl. But not being able to weather the ice upon
this tack, or to go through ir, we made a board to the Eaft,
till eight o’clock, then refumed our courfe to the South
Welt, and before midnight were obliged to tack again, on
account of the ice. Soon after, the wind fhifted to the
North Weft, blowing a fliff gale, and we firetched to the
South Wefl, clofe hauled,

In the morning of the agth, we faw the main ice to the
Northward, and not long after, land bearing South Weft by
Weft, Prefently after this, more land fhewed itfelf, bearing
Well. It thewed itfelf in two hills like iflands, but afterward
the whole appeared connefted. As we approached the
land, the depth of water decreafed very faft; fo thar at
noon, when we tacked, we had only eight fathems; being
three miles from the coalt, which extended from South,
30" Eaft, to North, 65° Weft. This laft extreme termi-
nated in a bluff point, being one of the hills above
mentioned.

The weather at this time was very hazy, with drizzling
rain; but foon after, it cleared ; efpecially to the Soutl-
ward, Weftward, and Northward, This enabled us to have
a pretty good view of the coaft; which; in every refpect, is
like the oppofite one of America: that 15,- low land next the
fea, with elevated land farther back. It was perfectly defti-

tute of wood, and even fnow; but was, probably, covered

: i o i T :] R T VI By o SR a1 ZES
with a molly fubftance, that gave it a brownith caft. In the
low ground lying between the high land and the fea, was
L lake, extending to the South Eaft, farther than we could
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fee. As we flood off, the Wefternmoft of the two hills be-
fore mentioned came open off the bluff point, in the di-
re@ion of North Weft. It had the appearance of being an
ifland ; but it might be joined to the other by low land,
though we did not fee it. And if fo, there is a two-fold
point, with a bay between them. This point, which is
fteep and rocky, was named Cape North. Its fituation is
nearly in the latitude of 68° 56 and in the longitude of
180° s1'. The coaft beyond it muft take a very Wefterly di-
rection; for we could fee no land to the Northward of ir,
though the horizon was there pretty clear. Being defirous
of feeing more of the coaft to the Weftward, we tacked
again, at two o’clock in the afternoon, thinking we could
weather Cape North. But finding we could not, the wind
frethening, a thick fog coming on, with much {now, and
being fearful of the ice coming down upon us, I gave up
the defign I had formed of plying to the Weftward, and
flood off fhore again.

The f{eafon was now fo far advanced, and the time when
the froft is expected to fet in {fo near at hand, that I did not
think it confitent with prudence, to make any farther at-
tempts to find a paflage into the Atlantic this year, in any
direction ; fo little was the profpect of fucceeding. My at-
rention was now directed toward finding out fome place
where we might fupply ourfelves with wood and water;
and the objet uppermoft in my thoughts was, how I thould
fpend the winter, fo as to make fome improvements in geco-
graphy and navigation, and, at the fame time, be in a con-
dition to return to the North, in farther fearch of a paflage,
the enfuing fummer.
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