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DEDICATION. 193

Licence of traducing the Executive Power, with
which you own he is invefted ? You complain,
that his Majefty has loft the love and confidence
of his People 5 and, by your very urging it, you
 f adeavour, what in you lies, to make him lofe
T tem. All gocd Subjedts abhor the thoyght of
LB Aitrary Power, whether it be in one or many :
i1 ou were the Patriots you would feem, you would
mt at this rate incenfe the Multitude to aflume
ity for no fober Man can fear it, either from the
v R ing’s Difpofition or his Practice 3 Or even, where
. ;n}f\w‘.uld (?Lli;mﬂy.h}’ it, from his Minifters,
i Give us leave to enjoy tllq Government, and the
«ftenehit of Laws, under which we were born, and
Ll hich we defire to tranimit to our Pofterity.  You
e not the Truftees of the publick Liberty : And
Iyou have not right to petition in a Crowd, much
§ have you to intermeddle in the management of
flaits, or to arraign what you do not like ; which
i efet is every thing that is done by the King and
bl Cauncil.  Can you imagine, that any realonable
mn will believe you refpet the Perfon of his Ma.
» When ’tis apparent that your feditious Pam-
e ftuffed with particular RefleCtions on him ?
jou have the confidence to deny this, ’tis eaf;
bbeevinc'd from a thoufand Paffages, which T
forbear to quote, becaufe I defire they fhould
tand be forgotten, I have perus’d many of your
pers 5 and to fhew you that I have, the third
mrt of your No-proteflant Plot is much of it ftolen
M your dead Author’s Pamphlet cal’d the
it of Popery 5 as manifeltly as Milton’s De-
e of the Znglifh People is from Buchanan, de
e regnt apud Scotos 5 ox your firft Covenant,
ol new Aflociation, from the hely League of the
"ch Guifards. Any one, who reads Davila,
Vor, I. K may
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194 DEDICATION.

may trace your Practices all along. ‘There were
the fame pretences for Reformation, and Loyalty,
the fame Afperfions of the King, and the fame
orounds of a Rebellion. I know not whether you
will take the Hiftorian’s Word, who fays, it wa
reported, that Poitrot a Huguenot murder’d Fran.
cis Duke of Guife, by the Inftigations of T heodur
Beza: Or that it was a Huguenot Mintifter, other.
wife called a Presbyterian (for our Church abhons
fo devilitha Tenet) who firlt writ a T'reatife of the
lawfulnefs of depofing and murdering Klings, of 2
different Perfuation in Religion, But I am ableto
srove from the Doérine of Calvin, and Princi
Jles of Buchanan, that they fet the People above
Tagiftrate ; which, if I miftake not, is your
own Fundamental 3 and which carries your
Loyalty no farther than your Liking, Whens
Vote of the Houfe of Commons goes on your fide
vou are as ready to obferve it, as if it were pafl
'nto a Law: But when you are pinch’d with any
former, and yet unrepealed, A& of Parliament, you
that in fome Cafes you will not be obliged
The Paflage is in the fame third Part of th:
tant Plat 3 and is too plain to be denied
Copy of your intenced Aflociation jou
ieither wholly juftify nor condemn ;3 But, ast
apifts, when they are unoppos’d, fly out into al
the Pageantries of Worfhip, but, in times of Wiy
when they are hard prefs’d by Arguments, lic clekt
intrench’d behind the Ceuncil of Trent 3 fo, now
swhen your Affairs are in a low Condition, you ¢
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DEDICATION. 195

the proper time to fay any thing, when men
have all things in their power.

In the mean time, you wou’d fain be nibbling at
a Parallel betwixt this Affociation, and that in the
time of Queen E/izabeth, But there is this f{mall
difference betwixt them, that the ends of the one
are directly oppofite to the other : One with the
Queen’s approbation and conjunétion, as head of
it; the other without either the confent or know-
ldge of the Kling, againft whofe Authority it is
manifeftly deligh’d, ~ Therefore you do well to
have recourfe to your laft Evafion, that it was
contriv’d by your Enemies, and fhufled into the
Papers that were feiz’d ; which yet you {ee the
Nation is not fo eafy to belicve, as your own
Jury. But the matter is not difficult, to find
tvelve men .in Newgate, who wou’d acquit a
Malefa&or.

I have one only favour to defire of you at part-
mg ; that, when you think of an{wering this Poes,
jou wou'd employ the fame Pens againtt it, wha
have combated with fo much fuccefs againft Alfa-
b and Achitaphel : For then you may aflure your-
fdves of a clear Vitory, without the leaft Reply.
Rail at me abundantly ; and, not to break a Ci.
fom, do it without wit : By this method you will
gin 2 confiderable point, which is, whoily to wave
the anfwer of my Arguments. Never own the bot-
tom of your Principles, for fear they fhould be T°
fon. Fal feverely on the mifcarriages of Govern-
ment 5 for if Scandal be not allow’d, you areno free-
br\!m Subje@s. If Ged has not blefs’d youwith the
Talent of Rhiming, makeufe of my poor Steck and
Welcome ;5 let your Verfes run upon my feet: And
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196 DEDICATION.

for the utmoft Refuge of notorious Blockheads, re-
duc’d to the laft C\txcmlty of fenfe, turn my own
lines upon mc, and, in utter defpair of your own
Satire, make me Lmnz.c my felf. Some of you
have been driven to this Bay already : but aboveall
the relt commend me to the Non-conformift Par
who writ the f#7bip and Key. 1 am afraid itis
not read fo much as the Piece delerves, becaufe the
Bookfeller is every weck crying Help at the end
" his Gazette, to get it off. “You fee Tam cha-
1:..1.1310 enough to do him a kindnefs, that it may
be pul\nﬁl d as well as printed ; :md that fo much
kill in Hebrew Derivations may not lie for Wafte-
pi pcx in the Shop. Yet [ half fufpeCt he went no
farther for his Learning, than the Index of He
w Names and Ety tes, which is printedat
end of fome E ,'u ],unu IE Aehitophel fig-
thc E"cnl*cr (‘- a lc'n;, t e Author of that
rs for the next of
ki Am., L,L‘ll) : lation that makes
the kindnels. W iu.u,.q the \ cries are, buy ’em
up, I befeech you, out of pu” ; for I hear the Con-
is fhut up, and the Brother of Achitophd
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DEDICATION 197

he treats me, when the fit of Enthufiafm i ftrong
upon him ¢ by which well-manner’d and charitable
: ions, I was certain of his Se&, before I knew
Yame.  What wou’d you have more of a man ?
He has damn’d me in your Caufe from Genefis to
tre Revelations 5 and has half the Texts of both the
Teffaments apainft me, if you will be fo civil to
your felves as to take him for vour Interpreter, and
not to take them for Irifh Witnefles. = After all,
perhaps, you will tell me, that you retain’d him only
for the opening of your Caufe, and that your main
Lawyer is yet behind. Now if it fo happen he
meet with no more Reply than his Predeceflors, you
may either conclude, that I truft to the goodnefs of
my Caufe, or fear my Adverfary, or difdain him, or
what you pleafe 5 for the fhort on’t is, ’tisindifferent
t your humble Servant, whatever your Party fays
o thinks of him,
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