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iga Layman

Laymen, wit}
ued things.

[pretend not

Name prefix’d, from which the hand-
ling of fo ferious a Subicét wou’d not be

expeted, may reafonably oblige the

Author to fay fomewhat, in defence

= both of himfelf, and cf his undertaking.
Inthe firft place, if it be objedted to me, that, be-

, I ought not to have concern’d my

Hf with Speculations, which belong to the Profef-
fonof Diwvinity 5 1 cou’d Anfwer, that, perhaps,

h equal Advantages of Parts and Know-

kize, are not the moft incompetent Judges of Sa-

But in the due Senfe of my own

Weaknefs and want of Learning, I plead not this :

to make my feif a Judge of Faith in

thers, but only to make a Confeflion of my own.
llay no unhallowed Hand upon the Ark ; but wait
mit, with the Reverence that becomes me, at a

diftance.




212 P REFACE,.

diftance. In the next place, I will ingenung
confefs, that the helps I have ufed in this fol
Treatife were many of them taken from the Wy
of our own Peveres Mivines of the Churg
England : {o that the Weapons, with whichl gl ¢
bat Irreligion, are already confecrated 5 though|
fuppofe, they may be taken down as lawfully z
Sword of Goliath was by Devid, when they ar
be employed for the com mon Caufe, againft the Fuf
mies of Piety. I intend not by this to intitle thal
to any of my Errors; which yet, I hope, areallqif
thofe of Charity to Mankind ; and fuch asmy s
Charity has caus’d me to commit, that of o}
may more eafily excule Being naturally inclinedsfs
Scepticifim in Philofophy, T have no Reafon to impfs
my Opinions, in a Subjeét which is above it.
Whatever they are, I {ubmit them with all Rew
rence to miy Mother Church, accounting themp
farther mine, than as they are authoriz’d, oratlu
uncondemn’d by her. And, indeed, to fecure m y
felf on this fide, T have us’d the neceflary Precautionfuny
of thewing this Paper, before it was publifh’d, toif:f
judicious and learned Friend; a Man indefatigall
zealous in the Service of the Church and State; uf
whofe Writings have highly deferved of both..
was pleafed to approve the Body of the Difcou,
and I hope he is more my Friend, than to doit out R
of Complaifance. *T's true, he had too good a Talk fuh
to like it all ; and, amongft fome other Faults, 1
commended to my fecond View, what I have wi
ten, perhaps too boldly, on St. Athanafius ; whit
he advifed me wholly to omit. I am fenible enouth
that I had done more prudently to have follow'd ]
Opinion : But then I could not have fatisfied mf
felf, that T had done honeftly, not to have write
what was my own. It has always been my Thugh

s
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PRIEFACE, 218

it Heathens, who never did, nor, without Mira.
{:, cou'd hear of thg: Name of Chrift, were yet in
vl offibility of Salvation. Neither will it enter ea-
hify into my Belief, that, before the coming of
th: Saviour, the whole World, excepting only the
oifh Nation, fhould lie under the inevitable Ne-
fity of everlafting Punithment, for want of that
dation, which was confin’d to fo fmall a {pot
‘Enf Ground as that of Palefiine. Among the Sons
thealff Noah, we read of one only, who was accurs’d ;
Uit if a Blefling in the Ripenefs of Time was re-
kv for Faphet (of whofe Progeny we are) it feems
wcountable to me, why fo many Generations of
f:fame Offspring, as preceded our Saviour in the
i:fh, thou’d be all involv’d in one common Con-
mnation, and yet that their Pofterity fhould be
to the hopes of Salvation : As if a Bill of Ex-
on had pafled only on the Fathers, which de-
atftdnot the Sons from their Succeffion: Or that fo
a7 Ages had been deliver’d over to Hell, and fo
ay referv’d for Heaven 3 and that the Devil had
iffirt ‘choice, and God the next. Truly I am
iiktothink, that the revealed Religion, which was
it by Noab to all his Sens, might continue for
Ages in the whole Pofterity. T hat afterwards
uded wholly in the Family of Shem, is
but when the Progenies of Cham and
it {warm’d into Colonies, and thofe Colonies
% fubdivided into many others ; in procefs of
ttheir Defcendants loft, by little and little, the
tive and Purer Rights of Divine Worthip, re-
only the Notion of one Deity ; to which
Pfuding Generations added others: for Men took
I Degrees in thofe Ages from Conquerors to
. Revelation being thus eclipfed to almoft all
kind, the Light of WNature, as the next in
Dignity,
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Dignity, was fubftituted ; and that is it, which Qf’]?
Paxl concludes to be the Rule of the Heathens; fhic
by which they are hereafter to be judg’d. Ifpf
Suppofition be true, then the Confequence, whid]
have aflum’d in my Poem, may be alfo true;p
il 1y, that Deifm, or the Principles of Natural W
i thip, are only the faint Remnants or dying Fli:
of Reveal’d Religion in the Pofterity of Nul
And that our Modern Philofophers, nay and i
of our Philofophifing Divines, have tco much
alted the Faculties of our Souls, when they huf
maintain’d, that by their Force Mankind has
able to find out, that there is one Supreme A
or Intellectual Being, which we call God;
Praife and Prayer are his due Worfhip ; and therfy
of thofe Deducements, which I am confidentzd’
the remote Effects of Revelation, and unatt
by our Difcourfe, I mean as fimply confider'd, aff’;
without the Benefit of Divine Illumination,
that we have not lifted up our felves to God by
weak Pinions of our Reafon ; but he has been
fed to defcend to us 3 and what Socrates faid of
what Plate writ, and the reft of the Heathen
lofophers of feveral Nations, is all no more th
T wilight of Revelation, after the Sun of it wesls"
in the Race of Noah. That there is fometigh
above us, fome Principle of Adotion, our Ruldf
can apprehend, though it cannot difcover whati!
by its own Virtue. And indeed ’tis very
bie that we, who by the Strength of our
cannot enter into the Knowledge of any Buy
fo much as of our cwn, fhould be able to
| by them, that Supreme Nature, which we
otherwife define than by faying it is Infi
Infinite were definable, or Infinity a Subj
narrow Underflanding, They, who wou'd

Relige
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Ak whofoever tcok, was look’d on as an Ortho-
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[eligion by Reafon, do but weaken the Caufe,
hich they endeavour to fupport: *tis to take away
‘b Pillar from our Faith, and to prop it only with a
fiig : ‘tis to defign a Tower like that of Bakel,
Fiich, if it were poffible (as it is not) to reach Hea-
, would come to nothing by the Confufion of
Workmen.  For every Man is building a feve-
dway, impotently conceited of his own Model,
ithis own Materials : Reafon is always ftriving,
lalways at a lofs 5 and of neceffity it muft fo
b foe to pafs, while ’tis exercis'd about that which is
l.‘ tits proper Object.  Let us be content at laft, to
“Bow God by his own Methods; at leaft fo much of
i, 25 he is pleas’d to reveal to us in the Sacred
ptures : to apprehend them to be the Word of
ud, is all our Reafon has to do; for all beyond it
e Work of Faith, which is the Seal of Heav’n
efs'd upon our human Underftanding.
dnd now for what concerns the Holy Bifhop
nafius 3 the Preface of whofe Creed feems in-
ent with my Opinion, which is, that Hea-~
nsmay poflibly be fav’d : in the firft place, I de-
it may be confider’d, that it is the Preface only,
it the Creed it felf, which (*ill I am better in-
m'd) is of too hard a Digeftion for my Charity.
not that I am ignorant how many feveral
lets of Scripture feemingly fupport that Caufe
fncither am I ignorant how all thofe Texts may
1 guive a kinder and more mollified Interpretation.
17 Man, who isread in Church Hiftory, knows,
Belief was drawn up after Jong Conteffation
Arius, concerning the Divinity of our bleffed
_#vour, and his being one Subftance with the Fa-
5 and that, thus compil’d, it was fent abroad

ng the Chriftian Churches, as a kind of Teit,

0

dox
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216 PREFUACE

dox Believer. ’Tis manifeft from hence, that
Heathen part of the Empire was not concerned
it ; for its Bufinefs was not to diftinguifh betwiy
Pagans and Chriftians, but betwixt Hereticks mi
true Believers. This, well confider’d, takes off t:
heavy Weight of Cenfure, which I wou’d willingy
avoid, from fo venerable a Man 3 for if this Pro%.;'.
fition, ¥ hofeever will be fav’d, be reftrained ofly
to thofe, to whom it was intended, and for wha
it was compofed, I mean the Chriftians ; then
Anathema reaches not the Heathens, who had new
heard of Chrift, and were nothing interefted inth
Difpute. After all, I am far from blaming e
that Prefatory Addition to the Creed, and as fu
from cavilling at the Continuation of it in the
turgy of the Church; where, on the Days
pointed, ’tis publickly read : For, I fuppofe, ther
1

D)
5
=
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the fame Reafon for it now, in Oppofition totk
Socinians, as there was then againit the Arim
the one being a Herely, which feems to have bea
refin’d out of the other ;- and with how muchn
plaufibility of Reafon it combats our Religion, s
fo much more Caution to be avoided : and ther
fore the Prudence of our Church is to be comment
ed, which has interpos’d her Authority for theRe
commendation of this Creed. Yet to fuch as
grounded in the true Belief, thofe explanata}
Creeds, the Nicene and this of Athanafius, might
-1 3 2.1 . - s i 1l
perhaps be fpar’d : for what is fupernatural willl
ways be a Myflery in fpite of Expofition: 11:;1(]_[:;'?
; own part the plain Apoffles Creed is moltlut
able to my weak Underftanding ; as the {implelt
Diet is the moft ealy of Digeftion.

m

I have dwelt longer on this Subjet than 1§

tended ; and longer than, perhaps, I ought; j:.r
having laid down, as my Foundation, that te

Scrip:
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“L.1pmrc is a Rule; that, in all things needful to
Sdvation, it is clau, fufficient, and ordain’d by
God A]ml'*hty for that purpofe, Iiwa\e left my {ulf
0 Right to interpret obfcure places, fuch as’con-
ern tht. poflibility of eternal Hlppx els to Hea-
thens : becaufe whatfoever is obfcure is concluded
not neceflary to be known.
But, by afferting the Scripture to be the Canon
of our Faith, 1 have unavoidably created to my
df two forts of Enemies: The Pa wpifts, indeed,
nore direély 5 becaufe they have kept the Scrip-
ture from us, ;hd- mr'} cou'd ; and hl\‘L referv’d
nthemfelves a right of .ntexputm" what they have
diver'd, under the Pretence of Infallibility - and
Fanaticks more collater ally, becaufe tbcv have
fim’d what amounts to an Inlﬁlabllltv in the
mrate Spirit ; and have detorted thofe IC"L:, of
peure, which are not necefliary to Salvation, ta
1nable Ufes of k,ulltl on, Difturbance, and
')P-wu.'m of the Civil Government. To begin
viththe Papifls, and to fpeak freely, I think them
e lefs dangerous (at lealt in Appearan L) to our
nt State ; for not only the Penal I
teagain{t them, and their Number
t; but alfo their Peerage and Con
tuled from Parliaments, and confequer
aws in no probabili ity of being Repeal’
el and l-mmeuuptcd Plot of tm..i '\:Ecrf-'j' ever
e the Reformation, I fus ppofe all Proteftants be-
% For ’tis not rcafmublt_ to think but that fo
By of their Oxdcm, as were outed from their
# Pofleflions, wou’d endeavour a re- entran ce a-
tinft thofe “']mm they account Hereticks, As for
elate Defig gn, Mr, (Ja/nmm:,Lf_Lter for mmht
0w, are the beft Evidence ; and wh*u: lhc
Lover, without wire- drawing their Senfe, or ma

Vor.1, L licious




218 PREFACE

licious Gloffes, all Men of Reafon conclude ered
ble. If there be any thing more than this requird
of me, I muft believe it as well as I am able, in
{pite of the Witnefles, and out of a decent Con-
formity to the Votes of Parliament : For I fuppof:
the Fanaticks will ‘not allow the private Spirit in
this Cafe. Here the Infallibility is at leaft in on:
part of the Government ; and our Underftanding
a5 well as our Wills are reprefented.  But to retum
to the Roman Catholicks, how can we be fecur
from the Pracice of Jefuited Papifts in that Reli
gion ? For not two or three of that Order, asfon
of them would impofe upon us, but almoft the whak
Body of them are of Opinion, that their infallibs
Mafter has a Right over Kings, not only in Spire
tuals but Temporals. Not to name Mariano, Bil
larmine, Emanuel Sa, Molina, Santaret, Simanc,
and at leaft twenty others of Foreign Countrigs;
we can produce of our own Nation, Campian,
Doleman, or Parfons, befides many are nam’t
whom I have not read, who-all of them atteft thi
Do&rine, that the Pope can depofe and give awl
the Right of any Sovereign Prince, /i wel pault
deflexerit, if he fhall never fo little Warp: but iffe
once comes to be excommunicated, then the Bond
of Obedience is taken off from Subjects ; and they
may and ought to drive him like another Nebuchit
nezzar, cx hominum Chriftianarum Dominatu, fn
exercifing Dominion over Chriftians : and to ths
they are bound by Virtue of Divine Precept, and by
a1l the Ties of Conicience under no lefs Penalty
¢han Damnation. If they anfwer me (as 2

Learnt!
Pricft has lately written)  that this Doctrine of te
Jefuits is not
are not oblig’d by it, they muft Pardon me, il
I they have faid nething to the Purpol; "

o~ =
-
et

i [
d¢ fide, and that confequently thef i,
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’tisa Maxim in their Church, where Points of Faith
are not decided, and that Do&ors are of contrary
Opinions, they may follow which part they pleafe
but more fafely the moft receiv’d and moft autho-
nzd. And their Champion Bellarmine has told
the World, in his Apology, that the King of Eng-
land 1s 2 Vaflal to the Pope, ratione direszi Dy.
wintt, and that he holds in Vil]z!mgc of his Ro-
man Landlord : Which is no new Claim put in for
Eugland.  Our Chronicles are his Authentick Wit~
refles, that King Fohn was depos’d by the fame
te, and Philip Auguftus admitted Tenant, And
which makes the more for Bellarmine ) the French
King was again ejeCted, when our King fubmitted
tothe Church, and the Crown received under the
rdid Condition of Vaflalage,

"Tis not fufficient for the more moderate and
wel-meaning Papifts (of which I doubt not there
memany) to produce the Evidences of their Loyaley
tthe late King, and to declare their Innocency in
tis Plot. T will grant their Behaviour, in the firft,
hhave been as Loyal and as Brave as they defire ;
ad will be willing to hold them excus'd as to the
kond 5 [ mean, when it comes to my turn, and
trmy Betters ; for ’tis a Madnefs to be fober a-
ine, while the Nation continues drunk. But that
ying of their Father Cref. is {till running in my
lad, that they may be difpens’d with in their Obe~
#nce to an Heretick Prince, while the Neceflity
t the times fhall oblige them to it: for that (as ano-
(T of them tells us) is only the Effedt of Chri-
4 Prudence : but when once they {hall get Power
othake him off, an Herctick is no lawful King,
20 confequently to rife againft him is no Rebel-
M. I fhould be glad therefore, that they wou'd
“ow the Advice, which was charitabl ¥ given them
3

2 Dy

= =1

S-S e

i
i
|

* cmmama



PREFACE.

by a Reverend Prelate of our Church ; namely,
that they wou’d join in a publick A& of difownin
and detefting thofe Jefuitick Principles ; and fub-
fcribe to all Doétrines, which deny the Pope’s Av
thority of Depofing Kings, and releafing Subjechs
from their Qath of Allegiance: to which I fhout
think they might eafily be induc’d, if it be true
that this prefent Pope has condemn’d the Docrine
of King-killing (a Thefis of the Jefuits ) amongl
others, ex Cathedra (as they call it) or in open Con-
fiftory.
Tcaving them, therefore, in fo fair a way (if
they pleafe themfelves ) of fatisfying all reafonable
Wien of their Sincerity and good meaning o the
Government, 1 fhall make bold to confider tht
other Extreme of our Religion, I mean the Fange
ticks, or Schifmaticks of the #rglifh  Church
Since the Bible has been tranflated into our Tongue,
they have us'd it fo, as if their Bufinefs was not to
be fav’d, but to be damn’d, by its Contents.
we confider only them, better had it been for the
Englifh Nation, that it had ftill remain’d in ti
12] Greek and Hebrew, or at leaft in the honet
Latin of St. Ferome, than that feveral Textsink
fhould have been prevaricated to the Deftruétion o
hich put 1t into {o ungmtc?':i

210

that Government, W
Hands.

How manv H e Hrt Tranflation o

Tyndal produced /ears, let my Lord Hir
ber?'s Hiltory of Henry the Eighth inform yoi
Infomuch that for the grofs Errors in it, and ¢
great Mifchiefs it occation’d, a Sentence pafsd @
the firft Edition of the Bible, too {hamefu] almof
to be repeated.  After the fhort Reign of Eduwart
the Sixth (who had continued to carry of :
formation, en other Princip vas begW

les than it wa
ever)

o )

{
|
s
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PREEACGCE 221

very one knows, that not only the chief Promc

ters of that Work, but many others, whofe Con-
fiences wou’d not difpenfe” with l’rvmu were
frc’d, for fear of Pufcu't!on, to cl.c.zwc Climates

from whence returning at the b(:ﬂmmnfr of (luum
Elizabeth’s Reign, many of thcm, who had l)u')
in France, and at Geneva, brought back the rigid
Opinions and impericus Ltc'w]mc of Calvin, to
gmaft upon our I\Cimm Aation, \ Vhich though they
wmningly conceal’d at firft (as well knowing how
ﬂ" that Drug wou’d go down in a h..iu’
narchy, which was prefcrib’d for a rebellious
Commonwealth ) yet they always kept it in re-
; and were never wanting to themfelves either
Jourt or Parliament, when either they had any
pect of a numerous Party of Fanatick Mem-
in the one, or the Encouragement of any Fa-
e i;l the other, whofe Covetoulnefs was gaping
2atrimony of the Church. They who \\iu
ilt {I;f: Works of our venerable bwlgz, or the
t of his L fe, or more p:llL.cu“u 7 the TL»-
i to him on this Subieét by Gesr ge Cr
ur, may fee by what GG l:.(.L‘L]OItS 1] 1ey  proceet
from the diflike of -Cap and § mp ice, the very
text Step was A dmonitions to t‘[ P t

rwc

ent a-

r

ainft the whole Government Eccle! ..E‘LH
eme out Volumes in £ olih and Latin in Defence
of their T'enets : and !mnmvlmrc'v Pra& were

kton foot to eret their I l!u”him without Autho-
ity Thofe Jmt fucceeding, Satire and Railing
was the next : And Martin Mar-Prelate { the
Marel of thofe t;mm) was the firft Presbyterian
»erb]er who fanctify’d Libels and Scurrility to the
le of the Good Old Caufe. Which was done
u\s my Author ) upon this account ; that ( their
s T'reatifes having been fully anfwered and

1 3, refuted )
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refuted ) they might compafs by railing what they
had loft by reafoning ; and when their Caufe wy
funk in Court and Parliament, they might at leaft
hedge in a Stake amongft the Rabble : for to their
{g‘.or'mce all things are Wit which areabufive ; but
it Church and State were made the TI heme, then
the Doctoral Degree of Wit was to be taken at Bil
ling[gate. Even the moft Saint-like of the Pwrn,
fl‘m' ah they durft not excufe this Contempt and vi-
ying of the Government, yet were pIeasd and
grinn’d -.t it witha pious Smile ; and call d Jt a Judg-
ent of God againft the Hmmrdw hus Sedta.
we may fee, were born with 1cmh, foul-
mouth’d and fcurrilous from their Infancy : and if
iritual P rld_, Venom, Violence, Contempt of
{ 5, and ol nder had been the Marks of Or-
m dox }" ief ; the Presbytery and the reft of our
wn ch are their Spawn, were alwajs
hurch in the Chriftian World,
the Government was too '1rui r

{
1 uut to i

Juin’s buluo]

even 7 hen thei
f01 two of their gifted Bro-
thethood (Hacket and Coppinger) as the btcly tells
us, got up into a Peafe-Cart, and harangued the
People, to difpofe them to an Infuueéhon, and to
eftablith their Difcipline by Force: So that, how

ever it comes about, that now they celebrate Quec

ey 1 1d nmJL in Ca
Mouths water’d at it :

Elizabeth’s Birth-night, as that of their Sant and
Patronefs ; yet then they were for doing the Work
of the Lord by Arms againit her ; and in all pre-
bability, they wanted but a Fanatick Lord Majo
and two Sheriffs of their Party, to have com-
pafs’d it.

Our venerable Hooker, after many Admonitions
which he had given them towards the end of his
Prefacey
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Preface, breaks out into this Prophetick Speech
« There is in every one of thefe (,au’fmmi‘mf: moft
uft ("mrf to frar, lef fcw /,'n/fnifjf to embrace a
thing of fo perilous Confequence (mc“nmn the
« ixubhcrm“ l’m,l;mnc) Showld cauje Poflerity to
“ foel t hofe Evils, - Uf‘u.’) as yet are more cajy |

i

“ 10 *nffm, than they would be for them
¢ 3 )
«

3

i

meay.
How fatally thi iis Caffandra has foretold, we know
ud\\LLl by fad Experience: The Seeds were fow
inthe time '\1 Queen Elizabeth ; the bloody [“
ot ripened in tl e Reign of King Charles the M
and becaufe all the Sheaves could not be car-
ned oft without fhedding fome of the loofe Grains,
mother Crop is too like to fol low ; nay, I fear, ’tis
myoidable, if the Conventiclers be permitted {till

n may be fuffered to quote an Ad\uf.}[y to
vhen he th.mu Truth: and ’tis the
Waimbs .-/J, in lns IIli‘cor\ (u Cal-

ted
i,dah.m Civil- \. ar, uml *\,n.u':ry
And how, indeed, fhould it happen
Reforma '-u,. \,I Church and State has

S Hr. Vd
avd i smEabs et
401d out of thec 1

a
\Jmm»mmfr cxp d ()l.m'c,.u to them, are now

turn’d Lc)nen Deftruétion ; and never, f?r'cc the
{uoumt.on, has there W?:\EC(E a Text of their in-
Epreting to Authorize a Rebel,  And ’tis to be

L 4 noted

S W
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noted by the way, that the Doftrines of Kinp.
killing and Depofing, which have been taken Ep
only by the worft Party of the Papi/is, the mof}
frontlefs Flatterers  of the Pope’s Authority, hae
been efpous’d, defended, and are ftill mninfain’dhy
the whole Body of Nonconformifts and Republ-
cans. ~Tis but dubbing themfelves the People of
God, which ’tis the Intereft of their Preacherst
tell them they are, and their own Intereft to be-
lieve ; and after that, they cannot dip into the
Bible, but one Text or another will turn up for
their Purpofe. If they arc under Perfecution, s
they call it, then that is a Mark of their Election; if
they flourifh, then God works Miracles for their De-
liverance, and the Saints are to poflefs the Earth.

They may think themfelves to be too roughly
handled in this Paper ; but I, who know beft how
far I could have gone on this Subject, muft be bold
to tell them they are fpar’d : though, at the fame
time, I am not ignorant, that they interpret the
mildnefs of a Writer to them,-as they do the Mercy
of .the Government : in the one they think it Fear,
and conclude it Weaknefs in the other. The bef
way for them to confute me, is, as I before advis'd
the Papifts, to difclaim their Principles, and renounce
their Prattices. We fhall all be glad to think them
true Englithmen, when they obey the King ; and
true Proteftants, when they conform to the Church
Difcipline.

It remains that I acquaint the Reader, that the
Verfes were written for an ingenious young Gentle-
man, my Friend, upon bis Tranflation of The
Critical Hiftory of the Old Teflament, composd by
the learned Father 8imon : The Verfes therefore
are addrefled tothe Tranflator of that Work, and the
Style of them is, what it ought to be, Epiftolary. i
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If any one be fo lamentable a Critick, as to re-

uire the Smoothnefs, the Numbers, and the Turn.

of Heroick Poetry, in this Poem ; I muft tell him,
that, if he has not read Herace, I have {ftudied
lim, and hope the Style of his Epiftles is not ill imi-
ated here.  The Expreflions of a Poem, defign’d
prely for Inftruction, ought to be Plain and Natu-
ul, and yet Majeftick ; for here the Poet is pre-
fim'd to be a kind of Lawgiver, and thofe three
Qulities, which 1 have nam’d, are proper to the
Legiflative Style. 'T'he Florid, Elevated, and Fi-
arative way 1s for the Paflions ; for Love and Ha-
wed, Fear and Anger, are begotten in the Soul by
fiewing their Objects out of their true Proportion 3
ither greater than the Life, or lefs : but Inftruc-
tnis to be given by fhewing them what they na-
mlly are. A Man is to be cheated into Paflion,
it to be reafon’d into Truth.
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