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2 H E Nation s in too high a Ferment,
,.'gisgli/.fﬂ for me to expect either fair War, or
\ W

T { even fo much as fair Quarter, from a
4k Reader of the oppofite Party. All
QQQ Men are engag’d either on this fide
: or that: and tho’ Confcience is the
wmmon #7ord, which is given by both ; yet if a
Writer fall among Enemies, and cannot give the
Marks of Their Confcience, he is Lknock’d down
before the Reafons of his own are heard. A Pre-
fe, therefore, which is but a befpeaking of I'a-
Your, is altogether ufelels. What I defire the Rea-
der thould know concerning me, he will find in the
Body of the Poem, if he have but the patience to
perufe it.  Only this Advertifement let him take be-
frehand, which relates to the Merits of the Caufe.
No general Chara&ers of Parties (call em either
s or Churches) can be fo fullyand exactly drawn,
& to comprehend all the feveral Members of ’em ;
#leak all fuch as are receiv’d under that Denomi-
mtion.. For example ; there are fome of the Church
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246 PREFACE.

by Law Eftablifh’d, who envy not Liberty of Cop-
{cience to Difienters ; as being well fatisfied that,
according to theirown Principles, they ought nott
perfecute them. Yet thele, by reafon of their few.
nefs, I could not diftinguith from the Numbers of
the reft, with whom they are Embedied in one com.
mon Name. On the other {ide, there are many of
our'Seéts, and more indeed than I could reafonably
have hop’d, who have withdrawn themfelves from
the communion of the Paxnther, and embrac’d thi
Gracious Indulgence of his Majelty in point of Tole.
ratien. But neither to the one nor theother of thefe
is this Satire any way intended : ’tis aim’d only at
the refraéory and difobedient on cither fide. For
thofe, whoare come over tothe Royal Party, are cons
fequently fuppos’d to be cut of Gunfhot, "Our Phy-
ficians have obferv’d, that, in procefsof Time, fome
Difeafes have abated of their Virulence, and havein
a manner worn out their Malignity, fo as to be no
longer Mortal : And why may not 1 fuppofe the fame
concerning fome of thofe, who have formerly been
Enemiesto Kingly Government, as well as Catholick
Religion ? I hope they have now another Notion of
both, as having found, by comfortable Experience,
that the Doétrine of Perfecution is far from being
an Article of our Faith.

’Tis not for any private Man to cenfure the Pro-
ceedings of a Foreign Prince : But, without fufpici-
on of I'giattery, I may praife our own, who has taken
contrary Meafures, and thofe more fuitable to the
Spirit of Chriftianity. Some of the Diflenters, in
their Addrefles to his Majefty, have faid, That k
has refor'd Ged to his Empire over Confcience. 1
confels, I dare not ftreteh the Figure to 1'«13} lgdreﬁt}
oldnels:
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PUROE R A G E, 247

poldnefs: But I may fafely fay, that Confcience is the
Roy alty and Prerogative of every private Man. He
s abfolute in his own Breaft, and accuntable to no
Farthly Power, for that which pafles only betwixt
God and him.  T'hofe, who are driven into the Fold,
are, generally {peaking, rather made Hypocrites, than
ConTcrts.

This Indulgence being granted to all the Sets, it
ought in reafon to be C\l‘u_tcd that they thould both
feccive it, and receive it thankfully. For, at this

me of day, to refufe the Benefit, and adhere to thofe,

\lmm thg} have efteem’d their Perfecutors, what is
itelfe, but publickly to own, that they {.u.cx d no
before for Confcience fake, butonly out of Pudﬂand
Obftinacy, tofeparate imm a Church for thoie Impo-
fitions, which they now judge may be lawfully obey-
ef? After they have folong contended for their Claf-
fical Ordination (nm o f[[ 1k of Rites and Ceremo-
nies) will they at length fubmit to an Epifcopal ? If
mc» can go fo Ln out of Complaifance to their old
Encmm’%, methinks, a little Reafon fhould perfuade
‘em to takeanother ftep, and fee whither that wou'd
lead ’em.
Ofthereceiving thisToleration thank fully I fhall fay
mmore, than that they ounht, and I doubt not thr',r
vill confider from what hand they receiv’d it. *T'is
not from a Cyrus, a Heathen Prince, and a Foreigner,
but from a Chriftian King, their Native Sovereign ;
who expeéts a Return in é[}rfw from them, that
tie Kindnefs, which he has nrnc-ouﬁ) fhewn them
may be retaliated on thofe ¢f his own Perfuafion,

As for the Poem in general, I will only thus far
ftisfy the Reader : T hat it was neither impos’d on
me, nor fo much as the Subject given me by any Man.
It was written during the laft Winter, and the be-
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PREFEACE,

his Spring ; thouzh with long interry,
Health, and other Hindrances. Abou;
ore | had finifh’d it, His Maijefty’s De.
1+ for Lﬂ‘,c;tr\’ of Confcience came abroad:
ich ifT had fo foon expected, I might have fpar'd
» felf the labou iting many things whichar
ird Part of it. ~But I was alwap

the Church of England mig]zr
to have taker the Pen
et ne Defign of the

» when T propes’d to my felf the wrizii:g of i,
part of it was only occafio
>d ¢ T mean that defenceof
woneft Man is bound, when
ioufly attack’d in Print: And I refer my
the Judgment of thofe, who have read the
the Defence of the late King’s Papen,
and that of the Dutchefs (in which laft [ was con-
cerned) how charitably [ have been reprefented there,
lam now inform’d beth of the Author and Superi.
fors of this Pamphlet, and will reply, when I think
he can affront me: For I am of Sacrates’s Opinion,
that all Creaturescannot. In the mean time, let him
confider, whether he deferv’d not a more fevere re
prehenfion, thanI gave him formerly, for ufingfolit
tle refpect to the Memory of thofe, whom he pretended
toanfwer ; And at his leifure, look out for fome Orie
ginal T'reatife of Humility, written by any Proteftant
in Englifh ; 1 believeImay fay inany other Tongue:
for the magnified Piece of Dusucomb on that Subjett,
which either he muft mean, or nene, and with which
another of hisFellows has upbraided me, was Trank
lated from the Spanifh cf Rodriguez ; tho’ with the
Omiffion of the 17¢h, the z4th, the 252k, and 1thfl
et
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laft Chapter, which will be found in comparing of

the Books.

He would have infinuated to the World, that her
late H]g hnefs died not a Roman (,‘lthohuk He de
clares himfelf to be now fatisfied t6 the contrary ; in
which he has given up the Caufe: For matter of i‘:.ct
was the Principal Debate betwixt us. In the mean
time, he wuuld difpute the Motives of her Change ;
how prepofteroufly, letall Men judoe,when he feem’d
to deny thc bnbjcé‘* of the (untruu.rﬂ, the Change
it felf.  And becaufe I would not take up this ridicu-
lous Challenge, he tells the World I cannot argue::
But 11_ may as well infer, that a (....U- k can-
not faft, becaufe he will not take up the Cudgels
againit Mrs, * Fames, to confute the Proteftant Re-
ligr'm.

I have but one word more to fay concerning the
Poem as fuch, and abftraéting from the Matters, ei-
u.er Religious or Civil, which are handle d in it. fnc

,'r’ ma‘ confi ﬂmp nmh in genéral Char:

Oll

s and
J have endeavour'd to raife, an d give it
the [\,I.ﬂ 1 urn of Heroick Poefy. The Jecond
being M.tttu of Difpute, and chie ﬂ» concerning
Church Autl ()nty, I was oblig’d to make as )mn
and perfpicuous as poflibly I cou’d ; yet not whol y
negleéting the I\ml bers, thouzh I hul not frequer
0c cﬂlws for the M T.anc“nu of Verfe. T
which has more of the Mature of Pomeftic C. nver-
fation, is, or ought to be, more free and Fmiliar
than the two former.

There are in it two L/J;,w
are interwoven with the main ,_‘
are properly Parts of it, though ‘Jv:' allo di-
ftin&t Stories of themf Bl es. In bothof thefe I have
made ufe of the common Places of Satire, whether

M s true.
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true or falfe, which are urg’'d by the Members of the
one Church againft the other : At which [ hope ng
Reader of either Party will be fcandaliz’d, becaufe
they are not of my Invention, but as old, to my
knowledge, as the Times of Boccace and Chaucer
on the one fide, and as thofe of the Reformation on
the other. ; ;
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