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THE PACIFIC OCEAR,

CH AP. VI

Myr. Anderfon's Remarks on the Country near Queen
Charlotte's Sound. —The - §ail.—Climate.— W eatbher.—
Winds—Trees —Plants.— Birds.—Fifb.— Other Ani-
mals—Of the Inbabitants.— Defcription of their Per-
“fons.—Their Drefs—Ornaments.— Hubitations.— Boats.
—Food and Cookery.— Arts.— Weapons,— Cruelty .to
Prifaners.—¥ arious Cuftoms—Specimen of their Lan-
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HE land every where about Queen Charlotte’s Sound

is uncommonly mountainous, rifing immediately from
the fea into large hills with blunted tops. At confiderable
diftances are valleys, or rather impreflions on the fides of
the hills, which are not deep; each terminating toward the
fea in a {mall cove, with a pebbly or fandy beach; behind
which are fmall flats, where the natives generally build
their huts, at the fame time hauling their canoes upon the
beaches. This fituation is the more convenient, as in every
cove a brook of very fine water (in which are fome fmall
trout) empiies itfelf into the fea.

The bafes of thefe mountains, at Ieaft toward the f(hore,
are conftitured of a brictle, yellowith fand-ftone, which ac-
quires a bluifh caft, where the fea wafthes it. It runs, at
‘fome places, in horizontal, and, at other places, in oblique
frata; being frequently divided, at fmall diftances, by thin
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I ) one continued foreflt of lofty twrees, flourifhing with a vigour
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ior to any thing that imagination can conceive,

and affordine an auzuft profpeét to thofe who are delighted
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ith the grand and beautiful works of nature.
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The agreeable temperature of the climate, no doubt, con-
tributes much to this uncommon. flrength in vegetation.
For, at this time, though anfwering to our month of Au-
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| zuft, the weather was never ~:H[11;;‘-.'L'-‘:;1':1:1}' Warm; nor did _i:
raife the thermometer higher than 66°. The winter, alfo,
feems equally mild with re pect to cold: for in June 1773,
which correfponds to our December, the mercury never fell
lower than 48°; and the rtrees, at that time, retained their
i verdure, as if in the Summer feafon; fo that, I believe,
|

il their foliage is never fhed, till puthed ofl' by the fucceeding

I leaves in {pring.

The weather, in general, is good; but fometimes windy,
with heavy rain; which, however, never lafts above a day;
nor does it appear that it is ever exceflive. TFor there are no
marks of torrents rulhing down the hills, as in many coun-
tries ; and the brooks, if we may judge from their chan-
| nels, feem never to be greatly increafed. I have obferved,
i in the four different times of my being here, that the winds

from




THEOPEEDIENCOSY TR A N

from the South Eaftward are commonly moderate, but at-
tended with cloudy weather, or rain. The South Weft
winds blow very flrong, and are alfo attended with rain;
but they feldom laft long. The North Weft winds are the
moflt prevailing; and though ofien pretty flrong, are al-
moft conltantly connefted with fine weather. In thors,
the only obflacle to this being one of the finelt countries
upon earth, is its greart hillinefs ; which, allowing the woods
to be cleared away, would leave it lefs proper for pafturage
than flat land; and flill more improper for cultivation,
which could never be effefted here by the plough.

The large trees which cover the hills are chiefly of two
forts. One of them, of the fize of our largell firs, grows
much after their manner; but the leaves, and fmall ber-
ries on their points, are much liker the yew. It was
this which fupplied the place of [pruce in making beer;
which we did with a ftrong decoétion of its leaves, fer-
mented with treacle or fugar. And this liquor, when well
prepared, was acknowledged to be little inferior to the
American fpruce beer, by thofe who had experience of both.
The other fort of tree is not unlike a maple; and grows
ofien to a great fize; but it only ferved for fucl, as the
wood, both of this and of the preceding, was found to be
rather too heavy for mafls, yards, and other fimilar re-
pais

here is a2 greater varicty of trees on the {mall flat fpots

behind the beaches. Amonglt thefe are two that bear a
kind of plum of the fize of prunes; the one yvellow, called
harraca ; and the other black, called maitao ; but neither of
them of a very agreeable tafte; though the natives eat both,
Thofe of the firlt fort grow

und our people did the {ame.
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Al & - p
A ||‘: 31-' SN of {mall trees, always facing the fea; but the others belong
february. - - ‘I - ; :
il e R l:ll‘g:-_'rtrf;rza that ftand farther within the wood, and which

we frequently cut down for fuel.

|
| : A {pecies of Philadelpbus grows on the eminences which jut
|P out into thefea; and alfo a tree bearing flowers almoft like

|
h]l i myrtle, with roundifh fpotted leaves Of a difagreeable fmell.

Ii i We drank the leaves of the Philadelphus as tea; and found
]

o that they had a pleafant tafte and fmell, and might make
R an excellent fubfliture for the oriental fort *,

I HH Among other plants that were ufeful to us, may be
Wiy | reckoned wild celery, which grows plentifully in almoft
‘i}.; every cove; efpecially if the natives have ever refided there
A | before; and one that we uled to call fcurvy-grafs, though
i' entirely different from the plant to which we give that
‘1|i| name. This, however, is far preferable to ours for com- I
(A mon ufe; and may be known by its jagged leaves, and {mall

il f clufters of white flowers on the top. Both forts were boiled

A every morning, with wheat ground in a mill, and with

portable {oup, for the people’s breakfaft; and alfo amonglt
their peafe-foup, for dinner. Sometimes they were ufed as
fallad, or drefled as greens. In all which ways they are
good; and, together wich the fith, with which we were con-
flantly fupplied, they formed a fort of refrefhment, perhaps
little inferior to what 1s to be met with in places moft noted
' by navigators for plentiful fupplies of animal and vegetable:
il food.

' Amongfl the known kinds of plants met with here, are |'

s

! cominon and rough bindweed ; night-fhade and nettles, both

{ # See a reprefentation: of this, Plare W® XXII, in Captain Cood's Aecoum af
Seeend Fopage, Voloia p. 100,

y.r.
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which grow to the fize of {fmall trees; a fhrubby fpeedwell,
found near all the beaches; {fow-thiftles, virgin's bower,
vanelloe, French willow, euphorbia, and crane’s-bill: alfo
cudweed, ruthes, bull-ruthes, flax, all-heal, American night-
fhade, knot-grafs, brambles, eye-bright, and groundfel; but
the fpecies of each are dilferent from any we have in Furope.
There 1s allo polypody, {pleenwort, and about twenty other
different forts of ferns, entirely peculiar to the place; with
feveral forts of molles, either rare, or produced only here;
befides a great number of other planrs, whofe ufes are not
vet known, and fubjelts fit only for boranical books.

Of thele, however, there is one which deferves particular
notice here, as the natives make their garments of ir, and
it produces a fine filky flax, fuperior in appearance to any
thing we have; and probably, at leaft, as firong. It grows
every where near the fea, and in fome places a confiderable
way up the hills, in bunches or tufis, with fedge-like léaves,
bearing, on a long ftalk, yellowifh flowers, which are fuc-
ceeded by a long roundifh pod, filled with very thin fhining
black feeds. A fpecies of long pepper is found in greart
plenty; but it has little of the aromatic flavour that makes
fpices valuable; and a tree much like a palm ata diflance,
13 pretey frequent in the woods, though the deceit appears
as you come near it. It is remarkable that, as the greateflt
part of the trees and plants bad, at this ume, loft their
1

DEIT Y =

lowers, we perceived they were generally of the

- il

caring kind ; of which, and other feeds, I brought away

about thirty different forts. Of thefe, one in particular,
=l

1=
=i
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which bears a red berry, is much like the fupy , and
grows about the trees, flretching from one to another, in
{fuch a manner as to render the woods almoft wholly i

_[*.aﬂ.tblt:.
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The birds, of which there 15 a tolerable flock, as well a5
the vegetable produétions, are almoft entirely peculiar to

the place. And though it be difficult to follow them, on
account of the quantity of underwood, and the climbing
plants, that render travelling, for pleafure alone, uncom-

H.“n]; fatiguing, yet a perfon, by remaining in one 11..~CL.,

ay fhoot as many in a day as would ferve fix or eight
others. 'The principal forts are, large brown parrots, 1'.'_-~]1
vhite or greyifth heads; green parroquets, with red fore-

heads; large wood pigeons, brown above, with white bel-
lies, the reft green, and the bill and feet red. Two forts of
cuckoos, one as large as our common f{ort, of a brown co-

lour, variegated with black; the other not larger than a

fparrow, of a fplendid green cafl above, and eleganily va-
ried with waves of golden, green, brown, and white colours
below. @ Both thefe are fcarce; but feveral others are in
greater plenty; one of which, of a black colour, with a

green ifh e: 1‘1 15 remarkable for has ”"H

a tuft of white curled
_-._Mlﬁ.us:. hanging under the throar, and was called the Po
'f T 'I. ¥ II"| A nr 'I T 'r-' ™ == F i- .' - 1 * e ¥
bird ¥ by.our people. Another fort, rather fmaller, is black,
with a brown back and wings, and two fmall gills under

the bill. This we called the fmall wartle bird,

the root of t
fh 1t from another, which we called the large

to dillingu

one, of :':'.L: lize of a common pigeon, with two lar; oe vellow
and purple membranes alfo, at the root of the
black, or rather blue, and has no refemblance of
but in name: for the bill is thick, (horr, and crook
has altogether an uncommon appearance. A

about the fize of a thrufh, of a brown colour,

I
L
dilh rail, is frequent; as is alfo a {fmall greenifh

& Seeanid rawing of this bird, Plie N° LIL in &

-

S 4 B : : :
L. p. g7. It had this name from its tuft

flowers wled as ornaments in the cars at Ozheite. and

2
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is almoft the only mufical one here, but 1s fuflicient by itfelf

to fill the woods with a melody, that is not oaly {weet, but
fo varied, that one would imagine he was {urrounded by a
hundred different forts of birds, when the little warbler is
near. From this circumftance we named it the mocking
bird. There are likewife E'LL['*-‘L' or four forts of fmaller
birds ; one of which, in figure and tamenefs, exaéctly re-
fembles our robin, but is black where that is brown, and

white where that is red. Another differs but little from this,
exc

ept in being fmaller; and a third fort has a long rail,
ich it expands as a fan on coming near, and makes a
noife when 1t perches. King-filhers are feen

chirping
though rare, and are about the fize of our Englifh ones,
but with an inferior plumage.

Aboutthe rocks are feen black {ea-pies with red bills ; and
crefted thags of a leaden colour, with fmall black {pots on
the '-,'.-'L:ll'-_.." and Ll‘f"u1‘|‘::':i, '[‘cE tll'-... .:.'C..{ Ul’ the 111 ‘:r‘ I 1),,1!:l af
a velvet black tinged wich green. We i,um“:‘,t v fhot both
thefe, and alfo a more common fort of fhags, black above
and white underneath, thac build their nefts upon trees, on
which fomerimes a dozen or more fit at once. There are
alfo, about the thore, a few fea-gulls; fome blue herons;
and fometimes, though very rarely, wild ducks; a fmall fandy
coloured plover, and fome fand larks. And {inall penguins
black above, with a white belly, as well as numbers of

te out the Sound. We like-

little black divers, fwim often.ab
wife killed two or three rails of a brown or yellowiih co-

lour, variegated with I:l:u:}:, which feed about the 1“:11&12
brooks, and are nearly ag large as a common fowl. No

other fort of game was feen, excepr a {ingle {nipe; which was
{hot, and m{;urs but little from that of Europe.

The
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The principal fith we caught by the Seine were mullets

—— and elephant fith, with a few foles and flounders; bu: thofe

that the natives 1'1'.|_1'ﬂ|3,' ;['Llpi}fiml us with, were a fort of fea-
bream of a filver colour with a black fpot on the neck,
large Conger eels, and a fith in thape much like the bream,
but fo large as to weigh five, fix, or feven pounds. It is
blackith with thick lips, and called Msgze by the natives.
With hook and line we caught chiefly a blackifh fifh of the
fize of a haddock, called cole-fith by the feamen, but differ-
ing much from that known by the fame name in Europe;
and another of the fame fize, of a reddifh colour with a little
beard, which we called night walkers, from the greateft
number being caught in the night. Sometimes we got a
fort of {mall falmon, gurnards, fkate, and nurfes; and the
natives, now and then, brought hake, paracutas, a fmall fort
of mackerel, parrot-fifh, and leather-jackets; beflides another
fith which is very rare, fhaped almoft like a dolphin, of a
black colour, with ftropg bony jaws, and the back-fin, as
well as thofe oppofite to 1it, much lengthened atr the end.
All thefe forts, except the laft, which we did not try, are ex-
cellent to eat; bur the Mogge, fmall falmon, and cole-filh
are Tuperior to the reft.

The rocks are abundantly furnifhed with great quantities
of excellent mufcles; one fort of which, that is not very
common, meafures above a foor in length. There are alfo
cockles buried in the fand of the fmall beaches; and in fome
places oyllers, which, though very {fmall, are well tafted,

)f other {hell-fith cthere are ten or twelve forts, {uch as peri-
winckles, wilks, limpe's, and fome very beautiful fea-ears;
alfo another fort which flick to the weeds; with fome other
things, as fea-epgs, flar-fith, &c. feveral of which are pe-

culiar
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culiar to the place. The natives likewife fometimes brou ght
us very fine cray-fifh, equal to our largeft lobfters, and cuttle
fith, which they eat themfelves.

Infects are very rare. Of thefe, we only faw two forts
of dragon-flies, fome butterflies, f{mall grathoppers, feveral
forts of fpiders, fome {mall black ants, and vaft numbers
of fcorpion flies, with whofe chirping the woods refound.
The only noxious one is the fand-fly, very numerous here,
and almoft as troublefome as the mufquitoe ; for we found
no reptile here, except two or three forts of fmall harmlefs
lizards *,

It is remarkable, that, in this extenfive land, there fhould
not even be the traces of any quadruped, only excepting a
few rats, and a fort of fox-dog, which is a domeftic animal
with the natives.

Neither 1s there any mineral worth notice, but a green
jafper or ferpent-flone, of which the New Zealanders make
their tools and ornaments. This is efteemed a precious ar-
ticle by them; and they have fome fuperflitious notions
about the method of its generation, which we could not
perfetly underftand. It is plain, however, that wherever
itmay be found (which, they fay, is in the channel of a large
river far to the Southward), it is difpofed in the earih in thin
layers, or, perhaps, in detached pieces, like our flints; for
the edges of thole pieces, which have not been curt, are co-
vered with a whitifh cruft like thefe. A piece of this fort
was purchafed, about eighteen inches long, a foot broad,
and near two inches thick ; which yet feemed to be only
the fragment of a larger piece.

* In afeparate memorandum-book, Mr. Anderfon mentions the monfirous ani-
mal of the lizard kind, defcribed by the two boys after they left the ifland,
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The natives do not exceed the common ftature of Euro-

—— pecans; and, in general, are not {fo well made, elpecially

about the limbs. This is, perhaps, the effect of fitting, for
the moft part, on their hams; and of being confined, by the
hilly difpofition of the country, from ufing that fort of ex-
ercife which contributes to render the body ftraight and
well-proportioned. There are, however, feveral exceptions
to this; and fome are remarkable for their large bones and
mufcles ; but few that I have feen are corpulent.

Their colour is of different cafts, from a pretty decp black to
a yellowifh orolive tinge; and their features alfo are various,
fome refembling Europeans. But, in general, their faces are
round, with their lips full, and alfo their nofes toward the
point ; though the firfl are not uncommonly thick, nor the
laft flat. 1 do not, however, recollet. to have feen an in-
flance of the true aquiline nofe amongf them. Their teeth
are commonly broad, white, and well fet; and their eyes
large, with a very free motion, which feems the effect of
habit. Their hair is black, ftraight, and ftrong, commonly
cut thore on the hind part, with the reft tied on the crown
of the head : but fome have it of a. curiing difpofition, or
of a brown colour. In the young, thie countenanee is ge-
nerally free or open; but in many of the men it has a fe-
rious caft, and fometimes a fullennefs or referve, efpecially
if they are ftrangers. The women are, in general, fmaller
han the men ; but have few peculiar graces, either in form
or features, to diftinguifh them.

The drefs of both fexes is alike ; and confilts of an oblong
garment about five feet long, and four broad, made from
the filky flax already mentioned. This {feems to be their
moft material and complex manufacture, which is executed

& !_1':_?
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by knotting; and their work is often ornamented with

bring two corners of this garment over the thoulders, and
faften it on the breaft with the other part, which covers the
body; and about the belly, it is again tied with a girdle
made of mat. Sometimes they cover it with large feathers
of birds (whch feem to be wrought into the piece of cloth
when it is made), or with dog-fkin; and that alone we
have feen worn as a covering. Over this garment many of
them wear mats, which reach from the thoulders to near
the heels. But the molt common outer-covering is a quan-
tity of the above fedgy plant, badly dreflfed, which they
faften on a ftring to a confiderable length, and, throwing it
about the fhoulders, let it fall down on all fides, as far as
the middle of the thighs. When they fit down with this upon
them, either in their boats, or upon the fhore, it would be
difficult to diftinguifh them from large grey ftones, if their
black heads, projeting beyond their coverings, did nor en-
gage one to a {lricter examination.

By way of ornament, they fix in their heads feathers, or
combs of bone, or wood, adorned with pearl fhell, or the
thin inner fkin of {fome leaf. And in the ears, both of
men and women, which are pierced, or rather {lir, are
hung fmall pieces of jafper, bits of cloth, or beads when
they can get them. A few alfo have the feptum of the nofe
bored in irs lower part; but no ornament was worn there that
we faw; though one man paffed a twig through it, to thew
us that it was fometimes ufed for that purpofe. They wear
long beards, but are fond of having them fhaved,

Some are pund&ured or {tained in the face with curious
fpiral and other figures, of a black or deep blue colour;
X2 but

pieces of dog-fkin, or chequered at the corners. They ‘———ut
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but it is doubtful whethér this be ornamental, or intended
as a mark of particular diftinétion ; and the women, who
arc marked fo, have the punéture only on their lips, or a
fmall {pot on their chins. Both fexes often befmear their
faces and heads with a red paint, which feems to be 2
martial ochre mixed with greafe ; and the women fome-
times wear necklaces of fhark's teeth, or bunches of long
beads, which feem to be made of the leg-bones of fmall
birds, or a particular fhell, A few alfo have fmall trian-
gular aprons adorned with the feathers of parrots, or bits
of pearl fhells, furnifhed with a double or treble fet of
cords to faflen them about the waift. 1 have fometimes
feen caps or bonnets made of the fearthers of birds, which
may be reckoned as ornaments; for it is not their cultom
to wear any covering on their heads,

They live in the {mall coves formerly defcribed, in com-
panies of forty or fifty, or more; and fometimes in fingle
families, building their huts conriguous to each other;
which, in general, are miferable lodging-places. The beft
I ever faw was about thirty feet long, fifteen broad, and fix
high, built exaétly in the manner of one of our country
barns. The infide was both firong and regularly made of
fupporters at the fides, alternately large and {mall, well
faftencd by means of withes, and painted red and black,
The ridge pole was flrong; and the large buli-ruthes,
which compoled the inner part of the thatching, were laid
with great exatnefs parallel to each other. At one end
was a fmall fguare hole, which ferved as a door to creep in
at; and near it another much {maller, feemingly for letting
out the fmoke, as no other vent for it could be feen. This,
however, oughrt to be confidered as one of the belt, and the
refidence of fome principal perfon ; for the greateft part of

3 them
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them are not half the above fize, and feldom exceed four
feet in height; being, befides, indifferently buil, though
proof againft wind and rain.

No other furniture is to be feen in them, than a few fmall
bafkets or bags, in which they put their fithing-hooks, and
other trifles; and they fit down in the middle round a fmall
fire, where they alfo probably flecp, without any other co-
vering than what they wear in the day, or perhaps without
that; as fuch confined places muft be very warm, though
inhabited but by a few perfons.

They Tive chiefly by fithing, making ufe either of nets of
diflerent kinds, or of wooden fith hooks pointed with bone;
but {o oddly made, that a tiranger is at a lofs to know how
they can anfwer {uch a purpofe. It alfo appears, that they
remove their habirations from one place to another when
the filh grow fcarce, or for fome other reafon ; for we found
houfes now built in feveral parts, where there had been
none when we were here during our laft voyage, and even
thele have been already deferted.

Their boats are well built, of planks raifed upon each
other, and faflened with flrong withes, which alfo bind a
long narrow picce on the outfide of the feams to prevent
their leaking. Some are fifty feet long, and fo broad as to
be able o fail without an outrigger; but the fmaller fort
commonly have one; and they ofien faflen two together by
rafters, which we then call a double cance, They carry
from five to thirty men or more ; and have often a large
head ingenioufly carved, and painted with a figure ar the
point, which [eems intended to reprefent a man, with his
features diltorted by rage. Their paddles are about four
or five feet long, narrow, and pointed ; with which, when

they
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they keep time, the boat is pufhed along pretty fwiftly.
Their fail, which is feldom ufed, is made of a mat of a
triangular fhape, having the broadelt part above,

The only merhod of drefling their fifh, is by roafling, or
rather baking; for they are intirely ignorant of the art of boil-
ing. In the fame manner they drefs the root, and part of
the flalk, of the large fern-tree, in a great hole dug for that
purpofe, which ferves as an oven. After which they fplit
it, and find, within, a fine gelatinous fubftance, like boiled
fago powder, but firmer. They alfo ufe another fraller
fern root, which feems to be their fubftitute for bread, as it
is dried and carried about with them, together with dried
fifh in great quantities, when they remove their families,
or go far from home. This they beat with a ftick ull it
becomes pretty fofr, when they chew it fufficiently, and
{pit out the hard fibrous part, the other having a fweerlh
mealy tafte not at all difagreeable.

When they dare not venture to fea, or perhaps from
choice, they fupply the place of other fifh with mufcles and
fea-ears; great quantities of the fhells of which lie in
heaps near their houfes. And they fometimes, though
rarely, find means to kill rails, pengnins, and fhags, which
help to vary their diet. They allo breed confiderable num-
bers of the dogs, mentioned before, for food; but thefe
cannot be confidered as a principal article of diet. From
whence we may conclude, that, as there is not the leaft
fign of cultivation of land, they depend principally for their
fubfiflence on the fea, which, indeed, is very bountiful in
its fupply.

Their method of feeding correfponds with the naflinefs
of their perfons, which often fmell difagreeably from the

quantity
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quantity of greafe about them, and their clothes never be-
ing wafhed. We have feen them eat the vermin, with
which their heads are fufficiently ftocked.

They alfo ufed to devour, with the greatelt eagernefs,
Jarge quantities of flinking train oil, and blubber of feals,
which we were melting at the tent, and had kept near two
months; and, on board the fhips, they were not fatisfied
with emptying the lamps, but atually fwallowed the cotton,
and fragrant wick, with equal voracity. It is worthy of no-
tice, that though the inhabitants of Van Diemen’s land ap-
pear to have but a fcanty fubfiftence, they would not even
tafte our bread, though they faw us eat it; whereas thefe
people devoured it greedily, when both mouldy and rotted.
But this muft not be: imputed to any defect in their fenfa-
tions ;. for I have obferved them throw away things which
we cat, with evident difguft, after only fmelling to them.

They fhew as much ingenuity, both in invention and
execution, as any uncivilized nations under fimilar cir-
cumflances. For, without the ufe of any meral tools,

they make every thing by which they procure their fubfift--

ence, clothing, and warlike weapons, with a degree of
neatnels, firength, and convenience for accomplifhing their
feveral purpofes. Their chief mechanical tool is formed
exaétly after the manner of ouradzes; and is made, as are
alfo the chiflel and goudge, of the green ferpent-flone or
jafper, already mentioned ; though fometimes they are com-
pofed of a black, fmooth, and very folid flone. But their
malter-piece feems. to be carving, which is found upon the
moft trifling things ;. and, in particular, the heads of their
canoes are fometimes ornamented with it in fuch a manner,
as not only thews much defign, but is alfo an example of

their
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their great labour and patience in execution, Their cordage
for fithing-lines is equal, in ftrength and evennefs, to that
made by us; and their nets not at all inferior. But what
muft coft them more labour than any other article, is the
making the tools we have mentioned ; for the flone is ex-
ceedingly hard, and the only method of fathioning it, we
can guefs at, 135 by rubbing one ftone upon another, which
can have but a flow effet. Their fubftitute for a knife is
a fhell, a bit of flint, or jafper. And, as an auger, to bore
holes, they fix a fhark’s tooth in the end of a fmall piece of
wood. It is true, they have a {fmall faw made of fome jag-
ged fithes teeth, fixed on the convex edge of a piece of wood
nicely carved. But this, they fay, is only ufed to cut up
the bodies of their enemies whom they kill in batdle.

No people can have a quicker fenfe of an injury done to
them, and none are more ready to refent it. But, at the fame
time, they will take an opportunity of being infolent when
they think there is no danger of punifhment; which is fo
contrary to the {pirit of genuine bravery, that, perhaps,
their eagernefs to refent injuries is to be looked upon rather
as an effect of a furious difpofition than of great courage.
They alfo appear to be of a f{ufpicious or miltruftful temper
(which, however, may rather be acquired than natural), for
flrangers never came to our fhips immediately, but lay in
their boats at a fmall diftance, either to obferve our motions,
or confult whether or no they fhould rifk their fafery with
us. To this they join a great degree of difhonefty; for
they fteal every thing they can lay their hands on, if there
be the leaft hope of not being detefted; and, in trading, I
have litile doubt but they would take advantages, if they
thought it could be done with fafety; as they not only refufe

to
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to truft a thing in one’s hand for examination, but exult if
they think they have tricked you in the bargain,

such conduct, however, i3, in fome meafure, to be ex-
pected where there appears to be bur little fubordination,
and confequently few, if any, laws, to punith tran(greffions.
For no man’s authority feems to extend farther than his
own family ; and when, at any time, they join for mutual
defence, or any other purpofe, thofe amongft them who
are eminent for courage or prudence, are direftors. How
their private quarrels are terminated is uncertain; but, in
the few we faw, which were of litule confequence, the
parties concerned were clamorous and diforderly.

Their public contentions are frequent, or rather perpetual;
for it appears, from their number of weapons, and dexterity
in ufing them, that war is their principal profeflion. Thefe

veapons are f{pears, pafoor and halberts, or fometimes
1*-:;1:: 5. The firlt are made of hard wood pointed, of differ-

ent lengths, from five, to twenty, or even thirty feet long.
The fhort ones are ufed for throwing as darts. The patso or
emeete is of an elliptical thape, about eighteen inches long,
with a handle made of wood, flone, the bone of fome {"n:a
anmimal, or green jafper, and fecems to be their principal
dependence in batde. The halbert, or long club, is about
five or fix feet long, tapering at one end with a carved head,
and at the other, bread or flar, with {harp edges.

Before they begin the onfet, they join in a r'"'-.J.n‘g? to
which they all LL...p the exadteft time, and foon raife their
paflion to a degree of frantic fury, atrended with the moft
horrid diftortion of their eyes, mouths, and tongucs, to
flrike terror into their enemies; which, to thofe who have
not been accuftomed to fuch a practice, makes them ap-
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pear more like demons than men, and would almef chill
the boldeft with fear. To this fucceeds a circumflance, zl-

moft foretold in their fierce demeanor, horrid, cruel, and

ipy Sl AN el s et R R S e 2 R, T R
difgraceful ro human nature; which 1s, cutting in pieces,
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even before being perfectly dead, the bodies of their ene-

mics, and, after drefling them on a fire, devourmyg the

L

flefh, not only without rcluctance, but with peculiar fauf-

One might be apt to fuppofe, that people, capable of
fuch excefs of cruelty, muft be deflitute of every humane
feeling, even amonglt their own party. And yet we find
them lamenting the lofs of their friends, with a violence
of expreflion which argues the moll tender remembrance of
them. For both men and women, upon the death of thofe
connected with them, whether in battle or otherwife, be-
wail them with the moft doleful cries; at the fame time
cutting their foreheads and cheeks, with fhells or pieces
of flint, in large gafles, until the blood flows plentifully and
mixes with their tears. They alfo carve pieces of their
green {lone, rudely fhaped, as human figures, which they
ornament with bright eyes of pearl-fhell, and hang
them about their necks, as memorials of thofe whom they
held moft dear; and their affections of this kind are fo
flrong,
and lamenting for joy, at the return of any of their friends,.
who have been abfent but for a fhort time.

that they even perform the ceremony of cutting,

The children are initiated; at a very early age, into all
the practices, good or bad, of their fathers; fo that you find
a boy or girl, nine or ten years old, able to perform all the
motions, and toimitate the frightful geltures, by which the
more aged ufe to infpire their enemies with terror, keeping
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the firiteft time in their fong. They likewife fing, with
fome degree of melody, the traditions of their forefathers,
their actions in war, and other indifferent {fubjedts ; of all
which they are immoderately fond, and ipend much of
their time, in thefe amufements, and in playing on a fort of
flute.

Their language is far from being harfh or difagreeable,
though the pronunciation is frequently guttural ; and what-
ever qualities are requifite in any other language to make
it mufical, certainly obtain to a confiderable degree here,
if we may judge from the melody of fome forts of their
fongs. It is alfo fufficiently comprehenfive, though, in
many refpets, deficient, if compared with our European
languages, which owe their perfecion to long improve-
ment. But a fmall fpecimen is here fubjoined, from which
fome judgment may be formed. I collected a great many
of their words, both now and in the courfe of our former
voyage; and being equally attentive, in my inquiries, about
the languages of the other iflands throughout the South
Sea, I have the ampleft proof of their wonderful agreement,
or rather identity. This gencral obfervation has, indeed,
been already made in the accounts of the former voyages *,
I fhall be enabled, however, to confirm and ftrengthen i,
by a frefh litt of words, felefted from a large vocabulary
in my pofleflion; and by placing, in the oppofite column,
the correfponding words as ufed at Otaheite, the curious
reader will, at one view, be furnifthed with fufficient mate-
rials for judging by what fubordinate changes the difference
of dialect has been effeted.

* See Hawkefworth’s Collection, Vol. iii, p. 474: 475+ and Captain Cook’s
Voyage, Vol. ii. p. 364,
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e L Englifh, New Zealand.  Otabeite,

——  Water, Ewy, Evy.
A tail of a dog, Wyeroo, Ero.
Death, dead, Kaoo, matte, DMatte, roa.
To fly, FErerre, Eraire,
A baoufe, Ewharre, Ewharre.
To flcep, Moea, Moe.
A fif-book, Makoee, Matou.
Shut, Opanec, Opanee,
A bed, Moenga, Moera.
A butterfly, Epaipe, Pepe.
To chew, OF eaf, Hekaee, Ey.
Cold, Makkareede, Marcede.
To-day, Agooanai, Aopanal.
The band, Reenga, Ereema.
Large, Keecerahoi, Erahoi.
Red, Whairo, QOora, oora.
We, Taooa, Taooz.
Where is it ¥ Kahaia, Tehaia.
A flone, Powhy, Owhy.
A man, Tangata, Taata.
Black, Purra, purra  Ere, erec.
White, Ema, Ooama.
To refide, or dwell, Nohoanna, Nohonoa.
Out, nst within, Woho, Woho.
Male kind (of any animal), Toa, Eroa.
Female, Eoowha, Eooha.
A fhark, Mango, Mao.
To underfland, Geeraia, Ectea.
Forgot, Warre, Ooaro.
Yeflerday, Taeninnahoi, Ninnahoi.
One, Tahaee, Atahay.
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Englifh. New Zealand.  Otabeite. 0Ll
Tawe, Rooa, Erooa. S
Three, Toroo, Toroo.
Four, Faa, Ahaa.
Fre, Reema, Ereema.
Stz Ono, Aono.
Seven, Heetoo, Aheitoo.
Eight, Waroo, Awaroo. |
Nine, Eeva, Aeeva, {
Ten, Angahoora,  Ahooroo.

The New Zealanders to thele numerals prefix Ma; as,

Eleven, Martahee, !
Tawelve, &e. &c. Marooa, &¢. &e.
Trwenty, Mangahoora.
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