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SECTION I
Of the queflion relatmg to the State of Nature.

ATURAL produftions are generally formed

by degrees. Vegetables grow from a tender

fhoot, and animals from an infant flate. The

latter being deftined to act, extend their ope-

rations as their powers increafe : they exhibit a progrefs
in what they perform, as well as in the faculties they ac-
quire. This progrefs in the cafe of man is continued
A to




2 Of the queftion relating to Partl.

to a greater extent than in that of any other animal. Not
only the individual advances from infancy to manhood,
bur the fpecies itfelf from rudenefs to civilization. Hence
the fuppofed departure of mankind from the ftate of their
nature; hence our conjeGtures and different opinions of
what man muft have been in the firft age of his being.
The poet, the hiftorian, and the moralift, frequently al-
lude to this ancient time; and under the emblems of
gold, or of iron, reprefent a condition, and a manner of
life, from which mankind have either degenerated, or on
which they have greatly improved. On either fuppofi-
tion, the firfk ftate of our nature muft have borne no
refemblance to what men have exhibited in any fubfe-
quent period; hiftorical monuments, even of the ear-
lieft date, are to be confidered as novelties; and the moft
common eftablifhments of human fociety are to be clafled
among the incroachments which fraud, oppreflion, or
a bufy invention, have made upon the reign of nature,
by which the chief of our grievances or bleflings were

equally with-held.

Anoxc the writers who have attempted to diftin-
zuith, in the human charadler, its original qualities, and
to point out the limits between nature and art, fome
have reprefented mankind in their firft condition, as
poffeffed of mere animal fenfibility, without any ex-
ercife of the faculties that render them fuperior to the
brutes, without any political union, without any means
of explaining their fentiments, and even without pof-
fefling any of the apprehenfions and paflions which the

voice




Seét. 1, the State of Nature. 9

voice and the gefture are fo well fitted to exprefs. O-
thers have made the ftate of nature to confilt in perpe-

tual wars, kindled by competition for dominion and

intereft, where every individual had a feparate quarrel
with his kind, and where the prefence of a fellow-crea-

ture was the fignal of battle.

TuE defire of laying the foundation of a favourite
fyftem, or a fond expectation, perhaps, that we may be
able to penetrate the fecrets of nature, to the very fource
of exiftence, have, on this fubjed, led to many fruitiefs
inquiries, and given rife to many wild fuppofitions. A-
mong the various qualities which mankind poflefs, we
feleét one or a few particulars on which to eftablifh a
theory, and in framing our account of what man was
in fome imaginary ftate of nature, we overlook what
he has always appeared within the reach of our own ob-
fervation, and in the records of hiftory.,

IN every other inftance, however, the natural hifto-
rian thinks himfelf obliged to colle¢t falls, not to offer
conjectures, When he treats of any particular {pecies of
animals, he fuppofes, that their prefent difpofitions and
inftinéts are the fame they originally had, and that their
prefent manner of life is a continuance of their firft de-
{tination. He admits, that his knowledge of the ma-
terial {fyftem of the world confifts in a colle®ion of
facls, or at moft, in general tenets derived from parti-
cular obfervations and experiments. It is only in what
relates to himfelf; and in matters the moft important,

Az and




4 Of the queftion relating to PartT.

and the moft eafily known, that he fubftitutes hypothefis
inflead of reality, and confounds the provinces of ima-
gination and reafon, of poetry and ftience,

BuT without entering any farther on queftions either
f I in moral or phyfical fubjeéts, relating to the manner or
§ - to the origin of our knowledge; without any difparagc-
ment to that fubtilty which would analyze every fenti-

ment, and trace every mode of being to its fource; it

may be fafely afirmed, That the chara@er of man, as

he now exifls, that the laws of this animal and intellec-

. tual {yftem, on which his happinefs now depends, de-
ferve our principal ftudy; and that general principles
Vi relating to this, or any other fubjeét, are ufeful only fo
far as they are founded on juft obfervation, and lead to
the knowledge of important confequences, or fo far as

they enable us to a&t with fuccefls when we would apply

AN e

cither the intelletual or the phyfical powers of nature,
to the great purpoles of human life.

Ir both the ecarlieft and the lateft accounts colleCted
from every quarter of the earth, reprefent mankind as
allembled in troops and companies ; and the individual al-

)
k4

ways joined by affetion to one party, while he is poflibly
oppofed to ancther; employed in the exercife of recollec-
tion and forefight; inclined to communicate his own
fentiments, and to be made acquainted with thofe of
others; thefe facls muft be admitted as the foundation
of all our reafoning relative to man. His mixed difpofi-
tion to friendf(hip or enmity, his reafon, his ufe of lan-

guage




Seft. 1. the State of Nature. g

guage and articulate founds, like the {fhape and the ercct
pofition of his body, are to be confidered as fo many at-
tributes of his nature : they are to be retained in his
defcription, as the wing and the paw are in that of the
eagle and the lion, and as different degrees of fiercenefs,
vigilance, timidity, or fpeed, are made to occupy a

place in the natural hiftory of different animals.

Ir the queltion be put, What the mind of man counld
perform, when left to itfelf, and without the aid of any
foreign direGtion? we are to look for our anfwer in the
hiftory of mankind. Particular experiments which have
been found fo ufeful in eftablithing the principles of o-
ther {ciences, could probably, on this fubjet, teach us
nothing important, or new: we are to take the hiftory
of every aive being from his condu in the fituation to
which he is formed, not from his appearance in any forced
or uncommon condition; a wild man therefore, canght
in the woods, where he had always lived apart from his
{pecies, is a fingular inftance, not a{pecim:n of any gene-
ral charater. As the anatomy of an eye which had never
received the impreflions of light, or that of an ear which
had never felt the impulfe of {founds, would probably ex-
hibit defecls in the very ftructure of the organs themfelves,
arifing from their not being applied to their proper func-
tions; fo any particular cafe of this fort would only fhew
in what degree the powers of apprehenfion and fentiment
could exift where they had not been employed, and what
would be the defects and imbecilities of a heart in which
the emotions that pertain to fociety had never been felt.

MANKIND
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MaxKIND are to be taken in groupes, as they have
always fubfifted. The hiftory of the individual is but a
detail of the fentiments and thoughts he has entertained
in the view of his fpecies: and every experiment relative
to this fubject thould be made with entire focieties, not
with fingle men. 'We have every reafon, however, to
believe, that in the cafe of fuch an experiment made, we
fhall fuppofe, with a colony of children tranfplanted
from the nurfery, and left to form a fociety apart, un-
taught, and undifciplined, we fhould only have the fame
things repeated, which, in fo many different parts of the
earth, have been tranfacted already. The members of
our little fociety would feed and fleep, would herd to-
gether and play, would have a language of their own,
would quarrel and divide, would be to one another
the moft important objeéts of the fcene, and, in the
ardour of their friendthips and competitions, would o-
verlook their perfonal danger, and fufpend the care
of their {elf-prefervation. Has not the human race been
planted like the colony in queftion! Who has directed
their courfe? whofe inftruétion have they heard: or
whofe example have they followed ?

NaTURE, therefore, we fhall prefume, having given
to every animal its mode of exiftence, its difpofitions
and manner of life, has dealt equally with thofe of the
human race ; and the natural hiflorian who would
collect the properties of this fpecies, may fill up every
article now, as well as he could have done in any former
age. Yet one property by which man is diftinguifhed,

has
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has been fometimes overlooked in the account of his
nature, or has only ferved to miflead our attention. In
other claffes of animals, the individual advances from
infancy to age or maturity; and he attains, in the com-
pafs of a fingle life, to all the perfection his nature can
reach : but, in the human kind, the fpecies has a progrefs
as well as the individual; they build in every {fubfequent
age on foundations formerly laid; and, in a fucceflion
of years, tend to a perfection in the application of their
faculties, to which the aid of long experience is re-
quired, and to which many generations muit have
combined their endeavours. We obferve the progrefs they
have made; we diftin@ly enumerate many of its fteps;
we can trace them back to a diftant antiquity ; of which
no record remains, nor any monument is preferved, to
inform us what were the openings of this wonderful
fcene. 'The confequence is, that inftead of attending
to the charadter of our fpecies, where the particulars
are vouched by the fureft authority, we endeavour to
trace it through ages and {cenes unknown; and, in-
ftead of fuppofing that the beginning of our ftory
was nearly of a piece with the fequel, we think our-
felves warranted to rejeét every circumilance of our
prefent condition and frame, as adventitious, and foreign
to our nature. The progrefs of mankind from a fup-
pofed ftate of animal fenfibility, to the attainment of
reafon, to the ufe of language, and to the habit of fo-
ciety, has been accordingly painted with a force of
imagination, and its fleps have been marked with a
boldnefs of invention, that would tempt us to admit,

E",Il'l'dﬂg




8 Of the queftion relating to PartI.

among the materials of hiftory, the fuggeftions of fancy,
and to receive, perhaps, as the model of our nature in

its original ftate, fome of the animals whofe thape has
the greateft refemblance to ours *,

It would be ridiculous to affirm, as a difcovery, that
the fpecies of the horfe was probably never the fame
with that of the lion; yet, in oppofition to what has
dropped from the pens of eminent writers, we are ob-
liged to obferve, that men have always appeared a-
mong animals a diftinét and a fuperior race; that nei-
ther the pofleflion of fimilar organs, nor the approxi-
mation of fhape, nor the ufe of the hand +, nor the
continued ' intercourfe with this fovereign artift, has
enabled any other fpecies to blend their nature or theip
inventions with his ; that in his rudeft ftate, he is found
to be above them; and in his greateft degeneracy, ne-
ver defcends to their level. He is, in thort, a man in
every condition; and we can learn nothing of his na-
ture from the analogy of other animals. If we would
know him, we muft attend to himfelf, to the courfe
of his life, and the tenor of his condu@®. With him
the fociety appears to be as old as the individual, and
the ufe of the tongue as univerfal as that of the hand
or the foot. If there was a time in which he had his
acquaintance with his own {pecies to make, and his
faculties to acquire, it is a time of which we have no

¥ Rouffean fur Porigine de I inegalité Parmi les hommes,
+ Traité de I’ efprit,

record,




Sect. 1. the State of Nature. 0

record, and in relation to which our opinions can ferve
no purpofe, and are fupported by no evidence.

WE are often tempted into thefe boundlefs regions
of ignorance or conjeCture, by a fancy which delights
in creating rather than in merely retaining the forms
which are prefented before it: we are the dupes of a
fubtilty, which promifes to fupply every defeét of our
knowledge, and, by filling up a few blanks in the flory
of nature, pretends to conduét our apprehenfion nearer
to the fource of exiftence. On the credit of a few ob-
fervations, we are apt to prefume, that the fecret may
foon be laid open, and that what is termed =vifdom
in nature, may be referred to the operation of phy-
fical powers. 'We forget that phyfical powers, employ-
ed in fucceflion, and combined to a falutary purpofe, con-
ftitute thofe very proofs of defign from which we infer
the exiftence of God; and that this truth being once
admitted, we are no longer to fearch for the fource of
exiftence; we can only colle® the laws which the au-
thor of nature has eflablithed; and in our lateft as
well as our earlieft difcoveries, only come to" perceive a
mode of creation or providence before unknown.

WE fpeak of art as diftinguithed from nature; but
art itfelf is natural to man. He is in fome meafure
the aruficer of his own frame, as well as his fortune,
and is deflined, from the firlt age of his being, to in-
vent and contrive.  He applies the {fame talents to a va-
riety of purpofes, and acts nearly the fame part in very

B diffcrent
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10 Of the queftion relating to Part1.

different fcenes. He wonld be always improving on his
{fubje@®, and he carries this intention where-ever he
moves, throungh the fireets of the populous city, or the
wilds of the foreft. Wlhile he appears equally fitted to
every condition, he is upon this account unable to fettle
in any. At once obftinate and fickle, he complains of
innovations, and is never fated with novelty, He is per-
petually bufied in reformations, and is continually wed-
ded to his errors. If he dwell in a cave, he would improve
it into a cottage ; if he has already built, he would {till
build to a greater extent. But he does not propofe to
make rapid and hafty tranfitions ; his fteps are progref-
five and flow; and his force, like the power of a {pring,
filently prefles on every refiftance; an effect is fometimes
produced before the caufe is perceived ; and with all his
talent for projes, his work is often accomplifhed before
the plan is devifed. It appears, perhaps, equally difli-
cult to retard or to quicken his pace; if the projector
complain he is tardy, the moralift thinks him un-
ftable ; and whether his motions be rapid or flow, the
{cenes of human affairs perpetually change in his ma-
nagement : his emblem is a pafling ftream, not a flag-
nating pool. We may defire to dire&t his love of im-
provement to its proper object, we may with for ftabi-
lity of conduét; but we miftake human nature, if we
with for a termination of labour, or a {cene of repofe.

THE occupations of men, in every condition, befpeak
their freedom of choice, their various opinions, and the
multiplicity of wants by which they are urged: but they

enjoy,




Sect. 1. the State of Nature. 11

enjoy, or endure, with a fenfibility, or a phlegm, which
are nearly the fame in every fitnation. They poliefs the
fhores of the Cafpian, or the Atlantic, by a different te-
nure, but with equal eafe. On the one they are fixed to
the foil, and {eem to be formed for {ettlement, and the
accommodation of cities: The names they beftow on a
nation, and on its territory, are the fame. On the other
they are mere animals of paflage, prepared to roam on
the face of the earth, and with their herds, in fearch of
new pafture and favourable feafons, to follow the fun in

his annual courfe.

Manx finds his lodgment alike in the cave, the cottage,
and the palace; and his fubfiftence equally in the woods,
in the dairy, or the farm. He a{flumes the diftinétion of
titles, equipage, and drefs ; he devifes regular fyftems of
government, and a complicated body of laws: or, naked
in the woods, has no badge of fuperiority butthe ftrength
of his limbs and the fagacity of his mind; no rule of
conduct but choice ; no tie with his fellow-creatures but
affection, the love of company, and the defire of fafety.
Capable of a great variety of arts, yet dependent on none
in particular for the prefervation of his being ; to what-
ever length he has carried his artifice, there he feems to
enjoy the conveniencies that fuit his nature, and to have
found the condition to which he is deftined. The tree
which an American, on the banks of the Oroonoko ¥,
has chofen to climb for the retreat, and the lodgement
of his family, is to him a convenient dwelling. The

# Lafitau meeurs des fauvages.
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12 Of the queftion relating to PartI.

fopha, the vaulted dome, and the colonade, do not more
effectually content their native inhabitant.

Ir we are afked therefore, Where the ftate of na-
ture is to be found’? we may anfwer, Itis here; and
1t matters not whether we are underftood to fpeak in the
iland of Great Britain, at the Cape of Good Hope, or
the Straits of Magellan. While this a@ive being is in
the train of employing his talents, and of operating on
the fubjeés around him, all fitnations are equally natu-
ral. If we are told, That vice, zt lealt, is contrary to
nature; we may anfwer, It is worfe; it is folly and
wretchednefs.  But if nature is only oppofed to art, in
whar fituation of the human race are the footiteps of art
unknown?! In the condition of the favage. as well as in
that of the citizen, are many proofs of human invention ;
and in either is not any permanent ftation, bur a mere
ftage through which this travelling being is deftined to
pafs. If the palace be unnatural, the cottage 1s fo no lefs ;
and the higheft refinements of political and moral appre-
henfion, are not more artificial in their kind, than the
firft operations of fentiment and reafon.

[r we admit that man is fufceptible of improvement,
and has in himf{elf a principle of progrefiion, and a defire
of perfection, it appears improper to fay, that he has
quitted the ftate of his nature, when he has begun to
proceed ; or that he finds a ftation for which he was not
intended, while, like other animals, he only follows the

difpofition,
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difpofition, and employs the powers that nature has
given.

Tue lateft efforts of human invention are but a con-
tinuation of certain devices which were practifed in the
earlicft ages of the world, and in the rudefl ftate of man-
kind. What the favage proje@s, or obferves, in the fo-
reft, are the fteps which led nations, more advanced,
from the architeture of the cottage to that of the palace,
and condu@ed the human mind from the perceptions of
fenfe, to the general conclufions of {cience.

AckNoWLEDGED defe@s are to man in every condi-
tion matter of diflike. Ignorance and imbecility are ob-
jeéts of contempt: penetration and conduct give emi-
nence, and procure efteem. Whither fhould his feelings
and apprehenfions on thefe fubjects lead him? To a pro-
grefs, no doubt, in which the favage, as well as the phi-
lofopher, is engaged; in which they have made different
advances, but in which their ends are the fame. The
admiration Cicero entertained for literature, eloquence,
and civil accomplifhments, was not more real than that
of a Scythian for fuch a meafure of fimilar endow-
ments as his own apprehenfion could reach. * Werel to
“ boaft,” fays a Tartar prince ¥, “1t would be of that
¢ wifdom I have received from God. For as, onthe one
“ hand, I yield to none in the conduét of war, 1n the
“ difpofition of armies, whether of horfe or of foot, and

* Abulgaze Bahadur Chan.; Hiftory of the Tartars,




T = — —

14 Of the queftion relating to PartL.
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in directing the movements of great or {mall bodies ;
“ {o, on the other, I have my talent in writing, in-
ferior perhaps only to thofe who inhabit the great ci-
ties of Perfia or India. Of other nations, unknown to
me, I do not {peak.”

MaN may miftake the objeés of his purfuit; he may
mifapply his induitry, and mifplace his improvements,
If under a fenfe of fuch 1 poffible errors, he would find a
ftandard by which to judge of his own proceedings, and
arrive at the beft ftate of his nature, he cannot find it
perhaps in the practice of any individual, or of any na-
i tion whatever ; not even in the fenfe of the majority,
or the prevailing opinion of his kind. He muft look for
it in the beft conceptions of his underftanding, in the
beft movements of his heart; he muft thence difcover
what is the perfeGtion and the happinefs of which he is
capable. He will find, on the fcrutiny, that the proper
ftate of his nature, taken in this fenfe, is not a condition
from which maand are for ever removed, but one to
which they may now attain ; not prior to the exercife of
their faculties, but procured by their juft application.

Or all the terms that we employ in treating of hu-
man affairs, thofe of natural and wnnatural are the leafl
determinate in their meaning. Oppofed to afleCtation,
frowardnefs, or any other defe@ of the temper or cln-
racter, the natural is an epithet of praife; but employed
to fpecify a conduét which proceeds from the nature of
- man, can ferve to diftinguifh nothing: for all the ac-

tions
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tions of men are equally the refult of their nature. At
moft, this language can only refer to the general and
prevailing fenfe or practice of mankind; and the pur-
pofe of every important inquiry on this fubjet may be
ferved by the ufe of a language equally familiar and
more precife. What is jufl, or unjuft? What is happy,
or wretched, in the manners of men? What, in their va-
rious fituations, is favourable or adverfe to their amiable
qualities? are queftions to which we may expect a fatil-
factory anfwer; and whatever may have been the ori-
ginal ftate of our fpecies, it is of more importance to
know the condition to which we ourfelves {hould afpire,

than that which our anceftors may be fuppofed to have
left.

5 Ny TN e .

Of the principles of Self-prefervation.

EF in human nature there are qualities by which it
is diftinguifhed from every other part of the animal
creation, men are themfelves in different climates and in
different ages greatly diverfified. So far as we are able
to account for this diverfity on principles either moral
or phyfical, we perform a tafk of great curiofity or fig-
nal utility. It appears neceflary, however, that we at-
tend to the univerfal qualities of our nature, before we
regard its varieties, or attempt to explain diflerences con-

(fting
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16 Of the principles PartT.

fiting in the unequal pofieflion or application of dif; po-
fitions and powers thar are in fome meafure common to
all mankind.

Man, like the other animals, has certain inflin@ive
propenfities, which, prior to the perception of pleafure
or pain, and prior to the experience of what is perni-
cious or ufeful, lead him to perform many funions of
nature relative to himfelf and to his fellow-creatures.
He has one fet of difpofitions which refer to his animal
prefervation, and to the continuance of his race; ano-
ther which lead to fociety, and by inlifting him on the
fide of one tribe or community, frequently engage him
in war and contention with the reft of mankind. His
powers of difcernment, or his intelle@ual faculties,
which, under the appellation of reafon, are d:l’uurm:fhr_d
from the analogous endowments of other animals, refer
to the objects around him, either as they are fubjes of
mere knowledge, or as they are fubjects of approbation
or cenfure.  He is formed not only to know, but like-
wife to admire and to contemn ; and thefe proceedings of
his mind have a principal reference to his own character,
and to that of his fellow-creatures, as being the fubjects
on which he is chiefly concerned to (!]{'Lll'l:“lll”] what is
rightfrom what is wrong. He enjoys his felicity likewife
on certain fixed and determinate conditions ; and cither as
anindividual apart, or as a member of civil fociety, muft
take a particular courfe in order to reap the advantages
of his nature. He i, withal, in a very high degree
fufceptible of habits; and can, by forbearance or exer-

cife,
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cife, fo far weaken, confirm, or even diverfify his ta-
lents, and his difpofitions, as to appear, in a great mea-
fure, the arbiter of his own rank in nature, and the au-
thor of all the varieties which are exhibited in the actual
hiftory of his fpecies. 'The univerfal charateriftics, in
the mean time, to which we have now referred, muft,
when we would treat of any part of this hiftory, confti-
tute the firft fubject of our attention; and they require
not only to be enumerated, but to be diftinétly confi-
dered.

THE difpofitions which refer to the prefervation of
the individual, while they continue to operate in the
manner of inflinéive defires, are nearly the fame in man
that they are in the other animals: but in him they are
fooner or later combined with reflection and forefight;
they give rife to his apprehenfions on the fubjeét of pro-
perty, and make him acquainted with that objet of
care which he calls his intereft. Without the inftinéts
which teach the beaver and the {quirrel, the ant and the
bee, to make up their little hoards for winter, ar firft
improvident, and, where no immediate objec of pailion
15 near, addi@ed to floth, he becomes, in procefs of
time, the great ftoremafter among animals. He finds in
a provifion of wealth, which he is probably never to
employ, an object of his greateft folicitude, and the prin-
cipal idol of his mind. He apprehends a relarion be-
tween his perfon and his property, which renders what
he calls his own in a manner a part of himfelf, a confti-
tuent of his rank, his condition, and his chara&er, in

C which,
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which, independent of any real enjoyment, he may be
fortunate or unhappy; and, independent of any per-
fonal merit, he may be an object of cenfideration or ne-
gle@t; and in which he may be wounded and injured,
while his perfon is fafe, and every want of his mnarure
completely fupplied.

IN thefe apprehenfions, while other paflions only ope-
rate occalionally, the interefted find the objeét of their
ordinary cares; their motive to the pracice of mechanic
and commercial arts ; their temptation to trefpafs on the
laws of juftice ; and, when extremely corrupted, the
price of their proftitutions, and the ftandard of their
opinions on the fubject of good and of evil. Under this
influence, they would enter, if not reftrained by the laws
of civil {ociety, on a {cene of violence or meannefs, which
would exhibit our fpecies, by turns, under an afpect
more terrible and odious, or more vile and contemptible,
than that of any animal which inherits the earth.

ArTHoUGH the confideration of intereft is founded
on the experience of animal wants and defires, its objec
is not to gratify any particular appetite, but to fecure
the means of gratifying all; and it impofes frequently a
reftraint on the very defires from which it arofe, more
powerful and more fevere than thofe of religion or du-
ty. It ariles from the principles of felf-prefervation in
the human frame; butis a corruption, or at leaft a par-
tial refult, of chofe principles, and is upon many accounts
very improperly termed /jelf~love,

love
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LovE is an affe¢tion which carries the attention of the
mind beyond itfelf, and has a quality, which we call fx-
dernefs, that never can accompany the confiderations of
intereft. This affe&ion being a complacency and a con-
tinued fatisfaction in its obje, independent of any exter-
nal event, it has, in the midft of difappointment and
forrow, pleafures and triumphs unknown to thofe whe
a@ without any regard to their fellow-creatures ; and in
every change of condition, ‘it continues entirely diftinct
from the fentiments which we feel on the fubject of per-
fonal fuccefs or adverfity. But as the care a man enter-
tains for his own intereft, and the attention his affection
makes him pay to that of another, may have fimilar ef-
fects, the one on his own fortune, the other on that of
his friend, we confound the principles from which he
as; we fuppofe that they are the fame in kind, only
referred to different objedts; and we not only mifapply
the name of love, in conjunétion with felf, but, in a
manner tending to degrade our nature, we limit the aim
of this fuppofed felfith affeCtion to the fecuring or accu-
mulating the conflituents of intereft, or the means of
mere animal life.

IT is fomewhat remarkable, that notwithftanding men
value themfelves fo much on gualities of rhe mind, on
parts, learning and wit, on courage, generofity, and ho-
nour, thofe men are ftill fuppofed to be in the higheft
degree {elfifh or attentive to themfelves, who are moft
careful of animal life, and who are leaft mindful of ren-
dering that life an object worthy of care. It will be dif-

Gz ficult,
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ficult, however, to tell why a good underftanding, a re-
{olute and generous mind, fhould not, by every man in
his fenfes, be reckoned as much parts of himfelf, as ei-
ther his {tomach or his palate, and much more than his
eftate or his drefs. The epicure, who confults his phyfi-
cian, how he may reftore his relifh for food, and by crea-
ting an appetite, may increafe the means of enjoyment,
might at leaft with an equal regard to himf:If, confult
how he might ftrengthen his affe@ion to a parent or a
child, to his country or to mankind ; and it is probable
that an appetite of this fort would prove a fource of en-
joyment not lefs than the former.

By our fuppofed felfith maxims, notwithftanding, we
generally exclude from among the obje@s of our perfonal
cares, many of the happier and more refpetable quali-
ties of human nature. We confider affe®ion and cou-
rage as mere follies, that lead us to negle® or expofe:
ourfelves ; we make wifdom confift in a regard to our
intereft ; and without explaining what intereft means,
we would have it underftood as the only reafonable mo-
tive of action with mankind. There is even a fyftem of
philofophy founded upon tenets of this fort, and fuch is
our opinion of what men are likely to do upon felfith
principles, that we think it muft have a tendency very
dangerous to virtue. But the errors of this fyftem do
not confift fo much in general principles, as in their par-
ticular applications ; nor fo much in teaching men to re-
gard themfelves, asin leading them to forget that their
happieft affections, their candour, and their indepen-

dence
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dence of mind, are in reality parts of themfelves. And
the adverfaries of this {uppofed felfith philofophy, where
it makes felf-love the ruling paflion with mankind, have
had reafon to find fault, not fo much with its general re-
prefentations of human nature, as with the ebtrufion of
a mere innovation in language for a diftovery in {cience.

WHEN the vulgar {peak of their different motives,
they are fatisfied wirth ordinary names, which refer to
known and obvious diftincions. Of this kind are the
terms benevolence and Jelfifbnefs, by which they exprefs
their defire of the welfare of others, or the care of their
own. The fpeculative are not always fatisfied with this
proceeding ; they would analyze, as well as enumerate
the principles of nature; and the chance is, that, merely
to gain the appearance of {omething new, without any
profpe of real advantage, they will difturb the order
of vulgar apprehenfion. In the cafe before us, they have
actually found, that benevolence is no more than a fpe-
cies of {elf-love; and would oblige us, if poflible, to look
out for a new fet of words, by which we may diftinguifh
the {elfithnefs of the parent when he takes care of his
child, from his {elfifhne(s when he only takes care of
himfelf. For according to this philofophy, as in beth
cafes he only means to gratify a defire of his ewn, ke is
in both cafes equally felfith. The term Jemcvolent, in the
mean time, is not employed to chara@erife perfons who
have no defires of their own, but perfons whofe own de
fires prompt them to procure the welfare of others. The
fact is, that we fhould need only a frefh fupply of lan-

or -
guage,
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guage, inftead of that which by this eeming difcovery
we {hould have loft, in order to make the reafonings of
men proceed as they formerly did. But it is certainly
impoffible to live and to a@ with men, without employ-
ing different names to diftinguith the humane from the
cruel, and the benevolent from the felffh.

THESE terms have their equivalents in every tongue ;
they. were invented by men of no refinement, who only
meant to exprefls what they diftinély perceived or {trong-
ly felt. Andifa man of fpeculation {hould prove that
we are felfith in a fenfe of his own, it does not follow
that weare fo in the fenfe of the vulgar; or, as ordinary
men would underftand his conclufion, that we are con-
demned in every inftance to a& on motives of interefl,
covetoufnefs, pufillanimity, and cowardice; for fuch is
conceived to be the ordinary import of felfithnefs in the
charader of man,

Ax affedtion or paffion of any kind is fometimes faid
to give us an intereft in its obje ; and humaniry itfelf
gives an intereft in the welfare of mankind. This term
anterefl, which commonly implies little more than our re-
gard to property, is fometimes put for utility in general,
and this for happinefs ; infomuch thar, under thefe am-
biguities, it is not furprifing we are ftill unable to deter-
mine, whether intereft is the only motive of human aétion,
and the ftandard by which to diftinguifh our good from
our ill.

S0
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So much is faid in this place, not from any defire to
have a fhare in any controver{y of this fort, but merely
to confine the meaning of the term intereft to its mofk
common acceptation, and to intimate our intention of
employing it in exprefling thofe obje@s of care which
refer to our external condition, and the prefervation of
our animal nature. When taken in this fenfe, it will
not {urely be thought to comprehend at once all the mo-
tives of human condu@. If men be not allowed to have
difinterefted benevolence, they will not be denied to have
difinterefted paflions of another kind. Hatred, indigna-
tion, and rage, frequently urge them to act in oppofition
to their known intereft, and even to hazard their lives,
without any hopes of compenfation in any future returns
of preferment or profit.

S Eil:Go T 111,

Of the principles of Union among Mankind.

R Anginp have always wandered or fettled, agreed

or quarrelled, in troops and companies. The
caufe of their affembling, whatever it be, is the prinei-
ple of their alliance or union.

In colle@ing the materials of hiftory, we are fcldom
willing to put up with cur fubject merely as we find it
We are loth to be embarrafled with a multiplicity of par-

ticulars,
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ticulars, and apparent inconfiftencies. In theory we

profefs the inveftigation of general principles; and

in order to bring the matter of our inquiries within the

reach of our comprehenfion, are difpofed to-adopt any

{yltem. Thus, in treating of human aflairs, we would

I draw every confequence from a principle of union, or a

it principle of diffenfion. The ftate of nature is a ftate of

war or of amity, and men are made to unite from a

principle of affe&ion, or from a principle of fear, as is

moft fuitable to the fyftem of different writers. ‘The hi-

ftory of our fpecies-indeed abundantly fhews, that they

are to one another mutual objeéts both of fear and of

L4 love ; and they who would prove them to have been ori-

ginally either in a ftate of alliance, or of war, have ar-

guments in flore to maintain their affertions. Our at-

tachment to one divifion, or to one fe@, feems often to

derive much of its force from an animofity conceived to

an oppofite one : and this animofiry in its turn, as often

arifes from a zeal in behalf of the fide we efpoufe, and
from a defire to vindicate the rights of our party.

“ MaN is born in fociety,” fays Montefquien, * and

“ there he remains.” The charms that detain him are
known to be manifold. We may reckon the parental af-
fection, which, inftead of deferting the adult, as among
the brutes, embraces more clofe, as it becomes mixed with
efteem, and the memory of its early effe@s; together
with a propenfity common to man and other animals,
to mix with the herd, and, without refle@ion, to follow
the croud of his fpecies. What this propenfity was in
the
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the firlt moment of its operation, we know not ; but with
men accuftomed to company, its enjoyments and difap-
pointments are reckoned among the principal pleafures
or pains of human life. Sadnefs and melancholy are
connected with {folitude; gl;\.dz‘.-cfﬁ and pleafure with
the concourfe of men. The track of a Laplander on the
fnowy fhore, gives joy to the lonely mariner ; and the
mute figns of cordiality and kindnefs which are made
to him, awaken the memory of pleafures which he felt in
fociety. In fine, fays the writer of a voyage to the north,
after defcribing a mute fcene of this fort, * We were ex-
“ tremely pleafed to converfe with men, fince in thirteen
But we
need no remote obfervation to confirm this pofition: The

[ 14 "

months we had feen no human creature #,

wailings of the infant, and the languors of the adulr,
when alone'; the lively joys of the one, and the chear-
fulnefs of the other, upon the return of company, are
a {ufficient proof of its folid foundations in the frame of
our nature,

In accounting for ations we often forget that we our-
felves have aéted ; and inftead of the fentiments which
ftimulate the mind in the prefence of its obje®, we aft
fign as the motives of condué@ with men, thofe confide-
rations which occur in the hours of retiremeni and cold
refletion. In this mood frequently we can find nothing
important, belides the deliberate profpecls of intereft ;

and a great work, like that of forming fociety, muft in

o P | T iy T
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f Part 1.
our apprehenfion arife from deep refleGtions, and be car-
ried on with a view to the advantages which mankind
derive from commerce and mutual fupport. But neither
a propenflity to mix with the herd, nor the fenfe of ad-
vautages enjoyed in that condition, comprehend all the
principles by which men are united together. Thofe
bands are even ot a feeble texture, when compared to the
refolute ardour with which a man adheres to his friend,
or to his tribe, after they have for fome time run the
career of fortune together. Mutual difcoveries of ge-
nerofity, joint trials of fortitude, redouble the ar-
dours of friendthip, and kindle a flame in the human
breaft, which the confiderations of perfonal intereft or
fafety cannot fupprefs. The moft lively tranfports of
joy are feen, and the loudeft thricks of defpair are heard,
when the obje&s of a tender affection are beheld in a
ftate of triumph or of fuffering. An Indian recovered
his friend unexpectedly on the ifland of Juan Fernandes:
He proflrated himfelf on the ground, at his feet: “ We
“ ftood gazing in filence,” fays Dampier, ‘ at this ten-
“ der feene.” If we would know what is the religion of
a wild American, what it is n his heart that moft re-
fembles devotion : it is not his fear of the forcerer, nor
his hope of protection from the fpirits of the air or the
wood ; it is the ardent affe@ion with which he feledts
and embraces his fiiend 5 with which he clings to his
fide in every feafon of peril ; and with which he invokes
his fpirit from a diftance, when dangers furprife him a-
lone *. Whatever pruofs we may have of the focial dif~
* Charleveix ; Hifl, of Canada.

pofition
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pofition of man in familiar and contiguous fcenes, it is
poflibly of importance, to draw our obfervations from
the examples of men who live in the fimplefl condirion,
and who have not learned to affect what they do not ac-
tually feel.

MERE acquaintance and habitude nourifth affection,
and the experience of fociety brings every paflion of the
human mind upon its fide. Its trinmphs and profperi-
ties, its calamities and diftrefles, bring a variety and a
force of emotion, which can only have place in the com-
pany of our fellow-creatures. It is here that a man is
made to forger his weaknefs, his cares of fafety, and his
fubfiftence ; and to aé@ from thofe paffions which malke
him difcover his force. It is here he finds that his ar-
rows fly {wifter than the eagle, and his weapons wound
deeper than the paw of the lion, or the tooth of the boar.
It 1s not alone his {fenfe of a fupport which is near, nor
the love of diflinction in the opinion of his tribe, that
inipire his courage, or {well his heart with a confidence
thatexceeds what his natural force fhould beftow. V. he-
ment paflions of animofity or attachment are the firft ex-
ertions of vigour in his breaft ; under their influ: nce, every
confideration, but that of his objed, is forgotten ; dan-
gers and difficulties only excite him the more.

THaT condition 15 {urely favourable to the nature of
any being, in which his force is increafed ; and if
be the gift of fociety to man, we have reafon to confic
his union with his {pecies as the nobleft part of his for-

D2 tune.
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tune. From this fource are derived, not only the force,
but the very exiltence of his happieflt emotions ; not only
the better part, but almoft the whole of his rational cha-
racter. Send him to the defert alone, he is a plant torn
from its roots: ‘the form indeed may remain, but every
faculty droops and withers; the human perfonage and
the human characer ceafe to exift.

MEn are fo far from valuing fociety on account of
its mere external conveniencies, that they are common-
ly moft attached where thofe conveniencies are leaft
frequent; and are there moft faithful, where the tribute
of their allegiance is paid in blood. Affe@tion ope-
rates with the greateft force, where it meets with the
greatelt difficulties: In the breaft of the parent, it is
moft {olicitous amidft the dangers and diftrefles of the
child: In the breaft of a man, its flame redoubles
where the wrongs or fufferings of his friend, or his
country, require his aid. It is, in fhort, from this prin-
ciple alone that we can account for the obftinate at-
tachment of a favage to his unfettled and defencelefs
tribe, when temptations on the fide of eafe and of fafe-
ty might induce him to fly from famine and danger, to
a flation more affluent, and more fecure. Hence the
fanguine affe¢tion which every Greek bore to his coun-
try, and hence the devoted patriotifm of an early Ro-
man, Let thefe examples be compared with the fpirit
which reipns in a commercial ftate, where men may be
fuppofed to have cxyerienced, in its full extent, the in-
tercit which individuals have in the prefervation of their

country,
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country. Itis here indeed, if ever, that man is fome-
times found a detached and a folitary being : he has found
an obje which fets him in competition with his fellow-
creatures, and he deals with them as he does with his
cattle and his foil, for the fake of the profits they bring.
The mighty engine which we fuppofe to have formed
fociety, only tends to fet its members at variance, or to
continue their intercourfe after the bands of affection are

broken.
S nE i Ghyls V.
Of the principles of War and Diffenfion.
L HEeRrFE are fome circumftances in the lot of man-
4 . ¥
: kind,” fays Socrates, ‘ that {thew them to he de-

¢ ftined to friendthip and amity: Thofe are, their murual
“ need of one another ; their mutual compaflion; ther
“ fenfe of mutual benefits; and the pleafures arifing in
company. There are other circumftances which
“ prompt them to war and diffenfion ; the admiration
“ and the defire which they entertain for the fame fub-
“ jeds ; their oppofite pretenfions; and the provocations
“ which they mutnally offer in the courfe of their com-

PCIiTiUHb.”

WrEN we endeavour to apply the maxims of natural
juftice to the folution of difficulr queftions, we find that
fome cafes may be fuppofed, and actually happen, where

oppofiticns
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oppofitions take place, and are lawtul, prior to any
provocation, or act of injuftice ; that where the {afety
and prefervation of numbers are mutually inconfiftent,
onc party may employ his right of defence, before the
other has begun an atiack. And when we join with
o | il fuch examples, the inftances of miltake, and mifunder-

! | {tanding, to which mankind are expofed, we may be
fatisfied that war does not always proceed from an in-
tention to injure ;- and that even the beft qualities of
men, their candour, as well as their refolution, may o-
perate in the mid{t of their quarrels.

THERE is ftill more to be obferved on this fubject.

' Mankind not only find in their condition the fources of
i variance and diffenfion ; they appear to have in thejr
minds the feeds of animofity, and to embrace the occa-
fions of mutual oppofition, with alacrity and pleafure,

In the moft pacific fituation there are few who have not

their enemies, as well as their friends ; and who are not

pleafed with oppofing the proceedings of one, as mucl

as with favouring the dcﬁgns of another. Small and

fimple tribes, who in their domeftic fociety have the

firmeft union, are in their ftate of oppofition as {eparate

nations, frequently animated with the moflt implacable

hatred. Among the citizens of Rome, in the early ages

(i of that republic, the name of a foreigner, and that of an
enemy, were the fame. Among the Greeks, the name of

Barbarian, under which that people comprehended every

nation that was of a race, and fpoke a language, different

| from their own, became a term of indi fcriminate contempt

and
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|
and averfion. Even where no particular claim to fuperi-
ority is formed, the repugnance to union, the frequent
wars, or rather the perpetual hoflilities, which take
place among rude nations and feparate clans, difcover
how much our fpecies is difpofed to oppofition, as well
as to concert.

LaTe difcoveries have brought us to the knowledge
of almoft every firuation in which mankind are placed.
We have found them {pread over large and extenfive con-
tinents, where communications are open, and where na-
tional confederacy might be eafily formed. We have
found them in narrower diftriés, circumfcribed by
mountains, great rivers, and arms of the fea, They have
been found in finall and remote iflands, where the inha-
bitants might be eafily affembled, and derive an advan-
tage from their union. Bur in all thofe firuations, alike,
they were broke into cantons, and affe@ed a ditin@ion
of name and community. The titles of felloww-citizen
and countryman, unoppofed to thofe of alien and foreygner,
to which they refer, would fall into difufe, and lofe their
meaning. We love individuals on account of perfonal
qualigies ; but we love our country, asit is a party in
the divifions of mankind; and our zeal for its intereft,

is a predilection in behalf of the fide we maintain.

In the ;‘rm‘l\.lﬁ‘.tmi'.s concourfe of men, it is {ufficient

that we have an opportunity of fele@ting our company.

- E e i
\.'1.-'1-_‘ turn away from thofe who do not ENEAfre Ns and we

ix our refort where the foclety 15 more to our mind.
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We are fond of diftinétions ; we place ourfelves in oppo-
fition, and quarrel uoder the denominations of fadion
and party, without any material fubje& of controverly.
Averfion, like affection, is foltered by a continued direc-
tion to its particular obje@. Separation and eflrange-
ment, as well as oppofition, widen a breach which did
not owe its beginnings to any offence. And it would
{eem, that till we have reduced mankind to the flate of
a family, or found fome external confideration to main-
tain their connection in greater numbers, they will be
for ever feparated into bands, and form a plurality of
nations,

TuEe fenfe of a common danger, and the aflaults of
an enemy, have been frequently ufeful to nations, by
uniting their members more firmly together, and by
preventing the feceflions and a&ual feparations in which
their civil difcord might otherwife terminate. And this
motive to union which is offered from abroad, may be
neceflary, not only in the cafe of large and extenfive na-
tions, where coalitions are weakened by diftance, and
the diftin&ion of provincial names; but even in the nar-
row fociety of the fmalleft ftates. Rome itfelf was found-
ed by a fmall party, which took its flight from Alba;
her citizens were often in danger of feparating ; and if
the villages and cantons of the Volfci had been further
removed from the fcene of their diffenfions, the Mons Sa-
cer might have received a new colony before the mother-
country was ripe for fuch a difcharge. She continued
long to fecl the quarrels of her nobles and her people ;

and
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1e gates of Janus were frequently opened, to re-

mind her inhabitants of the duties they owed to their

Ir focieties, as well as individuals, be charged with

the care of their own prefervation, and if in both we ap-
--.cj".,rm a feparation of intereft, which may give rife to
_.c-~1cmlw: and competitions, we cannot be iuli,nlul to

ind hoftilities arife from this fource. But were there no
angry paflions of a different fort, the animofities which
attend an oppofition of intereft, thould bear a propor-
tion to the fhppn[{:ti value of the fubje®. * The Hotten-

“ tot nations,” fays Kolben, “ trefpafs on one another
“ by thefts of cattle and of women ; but {fuch injuries
“ are feldom commuitted, except with a view to exafpe-
14

rate their neighbours, and hrmfr them to a war.”
Such depredations then are not the foundation of a war,
but the efleéls of a hoftile intention alre ady conceived.
The nations of North America, who have no herds to

preferve, nor fettlements to defend, are yet engaged in

almoft perpetual wars, for which they can aflign no rea-
fon, but the point of honour, and a defire to con-
tinue the flruggle their
not regard the fpoils of an

1 R e e e e | =
who has feized any booty, ea

k]

perfon who comes in his way #
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BuT we need not crofs the Adantic to find proofs of
ammofity, and to obferve, in the collifion of {eparate
focieties, the influence of angry paflions, that do not
arife from an oppofition of intereft. Juman nature
has no part of its chara&er, of which more flagrant
examples are given on this fide of the globe. What
is it that ftirs in the breafts of ordinary men when
the enemies of their country are named ! Whence are the
prejudices that fubfilt between different provinces, can-
tons, and villages, of the fame empire and territory ?
‘What is it that excites one half of the nations of Europe
againft the other? The ftatefinan may explain his con-
duct on motives of national jealoufy and caution, but the
people have diflikes and antipathies, for which they can-
not account. Their mutual reproaches of perfidy and
injuftice, like the Hottentot depredations, are but fymp-
toms of an animofity, and the language of a hoftile dif~
pofition, already conceived. The charge of cowardice
and pufillanimity, qualities which the interefted and cau-
tious enemy fhould, of all others, like beft to find in his
rival, 1s urged with averfion, and made the ground of
diflike. Hear the peafants on different fides of the Alps,
and the Pyrences, the Rhine, or the Britifth channel, give
vent to their prejudices and national paflions; it is a-
mong them that we find the materials of war and diflen-
fion laid without the dire@ion of government, and fparks
ready to kindle into a flame, which the ftatefman is fre-
quently difpofed to extinguifh. The fire will not always
catch where his reafons of ftate would dire@, nor {top
where the concurrence of intereft has praduced an alli-

4ancCce,
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“ would

ance. “ My Father,” faid a Spanifh peafant,
“ pife from his grave, if he could forefee a war with
“ France.” What intereft had he, or the bones of his
father, in the quarrels of princes’

THESE obfervations feem to arraign our {pecies, and
to give an unfavourable picure of mankind; and yet
the particulars we have mentioned are confiftent with the
moft amiable qualities of our nature, and often furnith a
{cene for the exercife of our greateft abilities. They are
{entiments of generofity and felf-denial that animate the
warrior in defence of his country; and they are dif-
pofitions moft favourable to mankind, that become the
principles of apparent hoftility to men. Every animal is
made to delight in the exercife of his natural talents and
forces : The lion and the tyger fport with the paw ; the
horfe delights to commit his mane to the wind, and for-
gets his pafture to try his fpeed in the field ; the bull
even before his brow is armed, and the lamb while yet
an emblem of innocence, have a difpofition to ftrike with
the forehead, and anticipate, in play, the confli@ts
Man too is difpofed to
oppofition, and to employ the forces of his nature a-
gainft an equal antagonift ; he loves to bring his reafon,

151
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his eloquence, his courage, even his -bodily {trength

, 10
the proof. His {ports are frequently an image of war;
{weat and blood are freely expended in play; and frac-
tures or death are often made to terminate the paftimes
of idlenefs and feftivity, He was not made to live for

ever
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ever, and even his love of amufement has opened a path
that leads to the grave.

WiTHoUT the rivalfhip of nations, and the practice
of war, civil fociety itfelf could {carcely have found an
object, or a form. Mankind might have traded without
any formal convention, but they cannot be fafe without
a national concert. The neceflity of a public defence,
has given rife to many departments of flate, and the in-
tellectual talents of men have found their bufieft {fcene in
wielding their national forces. To overawe, or intimi-
date, or, when we cannot perfuade with reafon, to refift
with fortitude, are the occupations which give its moft
animating exercife, and its greateft triumphs, to a vigo-
rous mind ; and he who has never ftruggled with his
fellow-creatures, is a firanger to half the fentiments of
mankind.

THE quarrels of individuals, indeed, are frequently
the operations of unhappy and deteftable paflions ; malice,
hatred, and rage. If fuch paflions alone poflefs the
breaft, the {cene of diffenfion becomes an obje@ of hor-
ror; but a common oppofition maintained by numbers,
is always allayed by paflions of another fort. Sentiments
of afletion and friendfhip mix with animofity; the ac-
tive and ftrenuous become the guardians of their fociety ;
and violence itfelf is, in their cafe, an exertion of genero-

T ERE] o - -~ ¢ el raun
e. We applaud, as proceeding

o=

{ity as well as of coura
from a national or party fpirit, what we could not en-
dure as the effe&t of a private diflike; and amidft the

competitions
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competitions of rival {tates, think we have found, for the
patriot and the warrior, in the practice of violence and
ftratagem, the moit illuftrious career of human wvirtue.
Even perfonal oppofition here does not divide our judge-
of Agefi-

laus and Epaminondas, of Scipio and Hannibal, are re-

ment on the merits of men. The rival names

peated with equal praife; and war itfelf,
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view appears {o fatal, in another 15 theexerciie of a libe-
L

ecls which we regret, is but

ral {fpirit; and the very eliect:
one diftemper more by which the author of nature has

. R o 1 G
3.11‘!1]0‘;11’:{3(1 our exit from human ife.
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THESE I‘i_']l'cﬂl-;ms may open our view into the {late of

mankind; but they tend to reconcile us to the conduct
of Providence, rather than to make us change our own:
i e waalfans y SRR % | o o
where, from a regard to the welfare of our fellow-crea-
tures, wWe endeavour to pacify their anunofities, and u-

nite them by the tics of : 1. In the purfuit of this

amiable intention, we imnay hope, in fome EliiLsmuu_‘eJ to
difarm the angry paflions of jealoufy and envy; we may
hope to inftil into the breafts of private men fentiments

of candour toward their fellow-creatures, and a difpofi-
i)

r and juftice. Butitis vain to expect

tion to huma

that we can give to the multitude of a people a fenfe of

)
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union among themfelves, without admutting hoflility to
thofe who oppofe the we at once, in the cafe of

uith the emulation which is excited

any nation, cxt

o

from abroad, we thould probably break or weaken the

bands of fociety at home, and clofe the bufielt {ce

‘lonal occupations and virtues,
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B il ol L
Of Intelleitual Powers.

Rﬁ;‘m ¥ attempts have been made to’ analyze the dift
pofitions which we have now enumerated; but
one purpofe of {cience, perhaps the moft important, is
ferved, when the exiftence of a difpofition is eftablifhed.
Weare more concerned inits reality, and in its confequen-
ces, than we are in its origin, or manner of formation.

THE fame obfervation may be applied to the other
powers and faculties of our nature. Their exiftence and
ufe are the principal objecls of our ftudy. Thinking and
reafoning, we fay, are the operations of fome faculty ;
but in what manner the faculties of thought or reafon re-
main, when they are not exerted, or by what difference
in the frame they are unequal in different perfons, are
queftions which we cannot refolve. Their operations a-
lone difcover them: when unapplied, they lie hid even
from the perfon to whom they pertain ; and their a@ion
is fo much a part of their nature, that the faculty itfelf,
in many cafes, is fearcely to be diftinguithed from a ha-

bit acquired in its frequent exertion.

Persoxs who are occupied with different fubjecis,

who act in different ftenes, generally appear to have dif-

ferent
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ferent talents, or at leaft to have the fame faculties va-
rioufly formed, and fuited to different purpofes. The
peculiar genius of nations, as well as of individuals,
may in this manner arife from the ftate of their fortunes.
And it is proper that we endeavour to find fome rule, by
which to judge of what is admirable in the capacitics of
men, or fortunate in the application of their faculties,
before we venture to pafs a judgement on this branch of
their merits, or pretend to meafure the degree of refpect

they may claim by their different attainments.

To receive the informations of fenfe, is perhaps the
earlielt funion of an animal combined with an intel-
lectual nature ; and one great accomplithment of the li-
ving agent confifts in the force and fenfibility of his ani-
mal organs. The pleafures or pains to which he is expo-
{fed from this quarter, conftitute to him an important
difference between the obje¢ts which are thus brought to
his knowledge; and it concerns him to diftinguifh well,
before he commits himfelf to the direction of appetite.
He muft fcrutinize the objects of one fenfe by the per-
ceptions of another; examine with the eye, before he
ventures to touch ; and employ every means of obferva-
tion, before he gratifies the appetites of thirft and of
hunger. A difcernment acquired by experience, becomes
a faculty of his mind ; and the inferences of thought are
fometimes not to be diftinguifhed from the perceptions
of {enfe.

THE
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THE obje@s around us, befide their {eparate appear-
ances, liave their relations to one another. They fuggeft,
when compared, what would not occur when they are
confidered apart; they have their effe@s, and mutual in-
fluences; they exhibit, in like circumftances, {imilar o-
perations, and uniform confequences. When we have
found and exprefled the points in which the uniformity
of their operations confifts, we have afcertained a phy-
fical law. Many fuch laws, and even the moft 1M por-
tant, are known to the vulgar, and occur upon the fmal-
left degrees of refletion: but others are hid under a
feeming confufion, which ordinary talents cannot re-
move; and are therefore the objeéts of ftudy, long obfer-
vation, and fuperior capacity. The facultics of penetra-
tion and judgement, are, by men of bufinefs, as well as
of fcience, employed to unravel intricacics of this fort ;
and the degree of fagacity with which either is endow-
ed, is to be meafured by the fuccefs with which they are
able to find general rules, applicable to a variety of cafes
that feemed to have nothing in common, and to difcover
important diftinQions between fubjes which the vulgar
are apt to confound.

To colle&t a multiplicity of particulars under general
heads, and to refer a variety of operations to their com-
mon principle, is the obje® of ftience. To do the fame
thing, at leaft within the range of his a@ive engage-

ments, pertains to the man of pleafure, or bufinefs:

and 1t would feem, that the ftudious and the aclive are

16
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fo far employed in the fame tafk, from obfervation and
experience, to find the general views under which theis
objects may be confidered, and the rules which may be
ufefully applied in the detail of their condué&t. They do
not always apply their talents to different {ubjects; and
they feem to be diftinguifhed chiefly by the unequal reach
and variety of their remarks, or by the intentions which
they feverally have in colleting them.

WHiILsT men continue to act from appetites and paf-
fions, leading to the attainment of external ends, they
feldom quit the view of their objets in detail, to go far
in the road of general inquiries, They meafurée the ex-
tent of their own abilities, by the promptitude with
which they apprehend what is important in every fubjeé,
and the facility with which they extricate themfelves on
every trying occafion. And thefe, it muft be confefled,
to a being who is deftined to a& in the midft of difficul-
ties, are the proper teft of capacity and force. 'The pa-
rade of words, and general reafonings, which fometimes
carry an appearance of {fo much learning and knowledge,
are of little avail in the condu@ of life. The talents
from which they proceed, terminate in mere oftentation,
and are feldom connected with that {uperior difcernment
which the adtive apply in times of perplexity; much lefs
with that intrepidity and force of mind which are requi-
ved in pafling through difficult {cenes.

THE abilities of adtive men, however, have a variety
correfponding to that of the fubje@s on which they are
F occupied,
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occupted. A fagacity applied to external and inanimate
nature, forms one {pecies of capacity; that which is turn-
ed to fociety and human affairs, another. Reputation
for parts in any fcene is equivocal, till we know by what
kind of exertion that reputationis gained. That they un-
derftand well the fubjeéts to which they apply, is all that
can be faid, in commending men of the greateft abilities :
and every department, every profeilion, would have its
great men, if there were not a choice of objeéts for the
underftanding, and of talents for the mind, as well as of
tentiments for the heart, and of habits for the a&ive cha-
racter.

Toe meaneft profeflions, indeed, fo far fometimes
forget themielves, or the reft of mankind, as to arrogate,
in commending what 1s diftinguithed in their own
way, every epithet the moft refpeftable claim as the
right of {uperior abilitics. Every mechanic is a great
man with the learner,and the humble admirer, in his par-
ticular calling ; and we can, perhaps, with more affurance
pronounce what it is that fhould make a man happy and
amiable, than what {hould make his abilities refpected,
and his genius admired. This, upon a view of the ta-
lents themfelves, may perhaps be impoflible. The ef-
fect, however, will point out the rule and the ftandard of
our judgement. To be admired and refpected, is to have
an afcendant among men. The talents which moft di-
retly procure that afcendant, are thofe which operate on
mankind, penetrate their views, prevent their wifhes, or
fruftrate their defigns.  The fuperior capacity leads with

a
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a fuperior energy, where every individual would go, and
fhews the hefitating and the irrefolute a clear paffage to
the attainment of their ends.

THis defcription does not pertain to any particular
craft or profeflion ; or perhaps it implies a kind of ability,
which the {eparate application of men to particular cal-
lings, only tends to {fupprefs or to weaken. Where fhall
we find the talents which are fit to a& with men in a
colleftive body, if we break that bedy into parts, and
confine the obfervation of each to a feparate track!

To a& in the view of his fellow-creatures, to produce
his mind in public, to give it all the exercife of fenti-
ment ‘and thought, which pertain to man as a member
of fociety, as a friend, or an enemy, feems to be the
principal calling and occupation of his nature. If he
mutft labour, that he may fubfift, he can fubfift for no
better purpofe than the good of mankind ; nor can he
have better talents than thofe which qualify him to a&
with men. Here, indeed, the underftanding appears to
borrow very much from the paflions; and there is a feli-
city of conduét in human affairs,in which it is difficult to
diftinguifh the promptitude of the head from the ardour
and fenfibility of the heart. Where both are united, they
conftitute that fuperiority of mind, the fr,qm.m.-, of
which among men, in particular ages and nations, much
more than the progrefs they have made in {fpeculation,
or in the pradtice of mechanic and liberal arts, fhould

E ~
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determine the rate of their genius, and aflign the palm of
diftin&ion and honour.

WHEN nations fucceed one another in the career of
difcoveries and inquiries, the laft is always the moft
knowing. Syftems of fcience are gradually formed. The
olobe itfelf is traverfed by degrees, and the hiftory of e-
very age, when paft, is an acceflion of knowledge to
thofe who fucceed. The Romans were more knowing
than the Greeks; and every fcholar of modern Europe
is, in this fenfe, more learned than the moft accomplifh-
ed perfon that ever bore either of thofe celebrated names.
But is he on that account their fuperior?

MEeN are to be eftimated, not from what they know,
but from what they are able to perform; from their fkill
in adapting materials to the feveral purpofes of life;
from their vigour and condu@ in purfuing the objecs of
policy, and in finding the expedients of war and national
defence. Even in literature, they are to be eftimated
from the works of their genius, not from the extent of
their knowledge. The fcene of mere obfervation was ex-
tremely limited in a Grecian republic; and the buftle of
an acive life appeared inconfiftent with ftudy: but
there the human mind, notwithftanding, collected 1its
greateft abilities, and received its beft informations, in
the midft of fiweat and of duft.

IT is peculiar to modern Europe, to reft fo much of
the human character on what may be learned in re-
tirement,
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tirement, and’ from the information of books. A juft
admiration of ancient literature, an opinion that hu-
man fentiment, and human reafon, without this aid,
were to have vanithed from the focieties of men, have
led us into the fhade, where we endeavour to derive from
imagination and thought, what is in reality matter of ex-
perience and fentiment : and we endeavour, through the
grammar of dead languages, and the channel of commenta-
tors, to arrive at the beauties of thought and elocution,
which fprang from the animated {pirit of fociety, and were
taken from the living impreflions of an ative life. Our
attainments are frequently limited to the elements of eve-
ry {cience, and feldom reach to that enlargement of abi-
lity and power which ufeful knowledge fhould give.
Like mathematicians, who ftudy the Elements of Euclid,
but never think of menfuration, we read of focieties, ‘but
do not propofe to act ' with men :- we repeat the language
of politics, but feel not the fpirit of nations: we attend
to the formalities of a military difcipline, but know not
how to employ numbers of men to obtain any purpofe by
ftratagem or force.

Bur for what end, it may faid, point out a mif-
fortune that cannot be remedied? If national affairs call-
ed for exertion, the genius of men would awake; but
in the recefs of better employment, the time which is
beftowed on ftudy, if even attended with no other ad-
vantage, ferves to occupy with innocence the hours of
Jeifure, and {et bounds to the purfuit of ruinous and fri-
volous amufements. From no better reafon than this,

we

%
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we employ fo many of our early years, under the rod,
to acquire what it 1s not expeted we fhould retain be-
yond the threfhold of the fchool; and whilft we carry
the fame frivolous characer in our ftudies that we do in
our amufements, the human mind could not fuffer more
from a contempt of letters, than it does from the falfe
umportance which is given to literature, as a bufinefs for
life, nor as a help to our condu@, and the means of
forming a charader that may be happy in itfelf, and
ufeful to mankind.

[¢ that time which is pafled in relaxing the powers of
the mind, and in with-holding every obje@ but what
tends to weaken and to corrupt, were employed in for-
tifying thofe powers, and in teaching the mind to re-
cognile its obje@s, and its {ftrength, we fhould not, at
the years of maturity, be fo much at a lofs for occupa-
tion; nor, in attending the chances of a gaming-table,
mifemploy our talents, or wafte the fire which remains
in the breaft. They, at leaft, who by their ftations have
a fhare in the government of their country, might be-
lieve themfelves capable of bufinefs; and whj
had its armies and councils, might find
to amufe, without throwing a

le the ftate
objeéts enough
perfonal fortune into ha-
zard, merely to cure the yawnings of a liftlefs and infig-
nificant life. It is impoflible for ever to maintain the
tene of {peculation; it is impoflible not fometimes to feel
that we live 2 mong men,

SECT.
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Of Moral Sentiment.

T Pon a flight obfervation of what paffes in human

/" life, we thould be apt to conclude, that the care of
fubfiftence is the principal {pring of human actions. This
confideration leads to the invention and practice of me-
chanical arts; it ferves to diftinguifh amufement from
bufinefs; and, with many, fcarcely admits into compe-
tition any other fubjeét of purfuit or attention. The
mighty advantages of property and fortune, when ftript
of the recommendations they derive from vanity, or the
more ferious regards to independence and power, only
mean a provifion that 'is made for animal enjoyment;
and if our folicitude on this fubjedl were removed, not
only the toils of the mechanic, but the ftudies of the
learned, would ceafe ; every department of public bufinefs
would become unneceflary; every {enate-houfe would
be fhut up, and every palace deferted.

Is man therefore, in refpect to his objec, to be clafled
with the mere brutes, and only to be diftinguithed by
faculties that qualify him to multiply contrivances for
the fupport and convenience of animal life, and by the
extent of a fancy that renders the care-of animal prefer-
vation to him more burdenfome than it 1s to the herd
with which he fhares in the bounty of nature? If this

were
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were his cafe, the joy which attends on fuccefs, or the
griefs which arife from difappointment, would make the
fum of his pafhons. The torrent that wafted, or the
inundation that enriched his pofleflions, would give him
all the emotion with which he is feized, on the occafion
of a wrong by which his fortunes are impaired, or of a
benefit by which they are preferved and enlarged. His
fellow-creatures would be confidered merely as they af-
feCted his intereft. Profit or lofs would ferve to mark
the event of every tranfaction; and the epithets u/éful or
detiimental would ferve to diftinguifh his mates in fociety,
as they do the tree which bears plenty of fruit, from that
which ferves only to cumber the ground, or intercept
his view.

Tuis, however, is not the hiftory of our {pecies.
‘What comes from a fellow-creature is received with pe-
culiar attention ; and every language abounds with terms
that exprefs fomewhat in the tranfactions of men, differ-
ent from fuccefs and dilappointment. The bofom kin-
dles in company, while the point of intereft in view has
nothing to inflame; and a matter frivolous in itfelf, be-
comes important, when it {ferves to bring to light the
intentions and charaters of men. The foreigner, who
believed that Othello, on the ftage, was enraged for the
lofs of his handkerchief, was not more miftaken, than the
reafoner who imputes any of the more vehement paflions
of men to the impreflions of mere profit or lofs,
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MEew aflemble to deliberate on bufinefs ; they feparate
from jealoufies of intereft; butin their feveral collifions,
whether as friends or as enemies, a fire is ftruck out
which the regards to intereft or fafety cannot confine.
The value of a favour is not meafured when fentiments
of kindnefs are perceived; and the term musfortune has
but a feeble meaning, when compared to that of in/ult
and wwrong.

As ators or {peflators, we are perpetually made to
feel the difference of human condu&, and from a bare
recital of tranfaciions which have paflfed in ages and
countries remote from our own, are moved with admira-
tion and pity, or tranfported with indignation and rage.
QOur fenfibility on this {ubject gives their charm, in re-
tirement, to the relations of hiftory, and to the fictions
of poetry ; fends forth the tear of compatflion, gives to
the blood its brifkeft movement, and to the eye its live-
lielt glances of difpleafure or joy. It turns human life
into an interefting {pe@acle, and perpetually folicits even
the indolent to mix, as opponents or friends, in the
{cenes which are aded before them. Joined to the
powers of deliberation and reafon, it conflitutes the ba-
fis of a moral nature; and whillt it dictates the terms of
praife and of blame, {erves to clafs our fellow-creatures
by the moft admirable and engaging, or the moit odious

and contemptible, denominations.

IT is pleafant to find men, who, in their {peculations,
deny the reality of moral diftin@ions, forget in detail the
G general
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general pofitions they maintain, and give loofe to ridi-
cule, indignation, and fcorn, as if any of thefe fenti-
ments could have place, were the a&ions of men indiffer-
ent; and with acrimony pretend to dete@ the fraud by
which moral reftraints have been impofed, as if to cen-
fure a fraud were not already to take a part on the fide
of morality ¥*.

Can we explain the principles upon which man-
kind adjudge the preference of characers, and upon
which they indulge fuch vehement emotions of admira-
tion or contempt? If it be admitted that we cannot, are
the fadls lefs true! or muft we fufpend the movements
of the heart until they who are employed in framing {y-
ftems of {cience have difcovered the principle from which
thofe movements proceed? If a finger burn, we care
not for information on the properties of fire: if the heart
be torn, or the mind overjoyed, we have not leifure for
{peculations on the fubject of moral fenfibility.

[T is fortunate in this, as in other articles to which
{peculation and theory are applied, that nature proceeds
in her courfe, whillt the curious are bufied in the fearch
of her principles. The peafant, or the child, can reafon,
and judge, and fpeak his language, with a difcernment,
a confitency, and a regard to analogy, which perplex
the logician, the moralift, and the grammarian, when
they would find the principle upon which the proceeding

% Mandeville,

o
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is founded, or when they would bring to general rules,
what is fo familiar, and fo well fuftained in particular ca-
fes. The felicity of our condud is more owing to the
talent we poflefs for detail, and to the fuggeftion of par-
ticular occafions, thanitis to any dire@ion we can find
in theory and general fpeculations.

WE muft, in the refult of every inquiry, encounter
with faéts which we cannot explain ; and to bear with this
mortification would fave us frequently a great deal of
fruitlefs trouble. Together with the fenfe of our exift-
ence, we muft admit many circumftances which come to
our knowledge at the fame time, and in the faime man-
ner; and which do, in reality, conftitute the mode of
our being. Every peafant will tell us, that a man hath
his rights ; and that to trefpafs on thoferights is injuftice.
If we afk him farther, what he means by the term right ?
we probably force him to fubflitute a lefs fignificant, or
lefs proper term, in the place of this; or require him to
account for what is an criginal mode of his mind, and a
fentiment to which he ultimately refers, when he would
explain himfelf upon any particular application of his
language.

THE rights of individuals may relate to a variety of
fubjects, and be comprchended under different heads.
Prior to the eftablifhment of property, and the diftinc-
tion of ranks, men have a right to defend their perfons,
and to act with freedom; they have a right to maintain
the apprehenfions of reafon, and the feclings of the

] 1
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heart; and thc}-'_c:mam: for 2 moment converle with one
another, without feeling that the part they maintain may
be juft or unjuft, Itis not, however, our bufinefs here to
carry the notion of a right into its feveral applications,
but to reafon on the fentiment of favour with which that
notion is entertained in the mind.

Ir it be true, that men are united by inftiné, that
they a&t in fociety from aflfections of kindnefs and
friendlhip; if it be true, that even prior to acquaintance
and habitude, men, as fuch, are commonly to one an-
other objets of attention, and fome degree of regard;
that while their profperity is beheld with indiflerence,
their afflictions are confidered with commiferation; if
calamities be meafured by the numbers and the qualities
of men they involve; and if every fuffering of a fellow-
creature draws a croud of attentive fpeCtators ; if even
in the cafe of thofe to whom we do not habitually wifh
any pofitive good, we are {lill averfe to be the inftruments
of harm ; it {hould feem, that in thefe various appear-
ances of an amicable difpofition, the foundations of a
moral apprehenfion are fufficiently laid, and the fenfe of
a right which we maintain for ourfelves, is by a move-
ment of humanity and candour extended to our fellow-
creatures.

WaaT is it that prompts the tongue when we cenfure
an aét of cruelty or oppreflion? What is it that confti-
tutes our reftraint from offences that tend to diftrefs
our fellow-creatures? Itis probably, in both cafes, a

particular
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particular application of that principle, which, in pre-
{ence of the forrowful, fends forth the tear of compaf-
fion; and a combination of all thofe fentiments, which
conflitute a benevolent difpofition;; and if not a refolution
to do good, at lealt an averfion to be the inflrument of

harm =,

IT may be difficult, however, to enumerate the mo-
tives of all the cenfures and commendations which are ap-
plied to the actions of men. Even while we moralize,
every difpofition of the human mind may have its {hare
in forming the judgement, and in prompting the tongue.
As jealoufy is often the moft watchful guardian of cha-
flity, fo malice is often the quickeft to fpy the failings of
our neighbour. vy, affeGtation, and vanity, may

# Mankind, we are told, are devoted to interefl ;- and this, in all com-

mercial nations, is undoubtedly true: but it does not follow, thag they are,
] 3 ]

nrools

by their natural difpolitions, av: )
of the contrary remain, even where interelt trimmphs molt. (What muit we
think of the force of that difpofition to compaflion, to candour, and good-
will, which, notwithRanding the prevailing opinion that the happineis of a
man confilts in poffefling the greateft poflible fhare of viches, preferments,
and honours, (il keeps the parties who are in competition for thole objeéts
on a tolerable footing of amity, and leads them to abitain even from their
own fuppoled good, when their feizing it appearsin the light aof a detriment
toothers? What might we not expedt from the human heart in circumitan-
ces which prevented this apprehenfion on the fubjedt of fortune, or under
the influence of an opinion as {teady and general as the former, that hu-
man felicity does not confilt in the indulgences of animal appetite, but in
thofe of 2 benevolent heart ; not in fortune or interelt, but in the contempt
of this very objeét, ‘in the courags and freedom which arife from this con<

tempt, joined toa refohute choice of condudt, directed to the good of man-

ty to which the party belongs?

i, or to the goodof that particular focie

dictate
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dictate the verdi&ts we give, and the worft principles of
our nature may be at the bottom of our pretended zeal
for morality; but if we only mean to inquire, why they
who are well difpofed to mankind, apprehend, in every
inftance, certain rights pertaining to their fellow-crea-
tures, and why they applaud the confideration that
is paid to thofe rights, we cannot perhaps aflign a better
reafon, than that the perfon who applauds, is well difpo-
fed to the welfare of the parties to whom his applaufes
refer.

WHEN we confider, that the reality of any amicable
propenfity in the human mind has been frequently con-
tefted; when we recollet the prevalence of interefted
competitions, with their attendant paflions of jealoufy,
envy, and malice; it may feem ftrange to alledge, that
love and compaflion are the moft powerful principles in
the human breaft : but they are deftined, on many occa-
fions, to urge with the moft irrefiftible vehemence ; and
if the defire of felf-prefervation be more conftant, and
more uniform, thefe are a more plentiful fource of enthu-
fiafin, fatisfaction, and joy. With a power, not inferior
to that of refentment and rage, they hurry the mind in-
to every facrifice of intereft, and bear it undifmayed
through every hard{hip and danger.

Tae difpofition on which friendthip is grafed, glows

with fatisfaction in the hours of tranquillity, and is plea-

fant, not only in its triumphs, but even in its forrows.
It throws a grace on the external air, and, by its expref-

fion




Se&. 6. Of Moral Sentiment, 55

fion on the countenance, compenfates for the want of
beauty, or gives a charm which no complexion or fea-
tures can equal. From this fource the fcenes of human
life derive their principal felicity ; and their imitations in
poetry, their principal ornament. Defcriptions of nature,
even reprefentations of a vigorous conduét, and a man-
ly courage, do not engage the heart, if they be not mix-
ed with the exhibition of generous fentuments, and the
pathetic, which is found to arife in the ftruggles, the
triumphs, or the misfortunes of a tender aflection, The
death of Polites, in the AEneid, is not more affeting than
that of many others who perifhed in the ruins of Troy;
buc the aged Priam was prefent when this laft of his
fons was {lain; and the agonics of grief and forrow
force the parent from his retrear, to fall by the hand
that fhed the blood of his child. The pathetic of Homer
confifts in exhibiting the force of affeCtions, not in
exciting mere terror and pity; paflions he has never per-

haps, in any inftance, attempted to raife.

WitH this tendency to kindle into enthufiafm, with
this command over the heart, with the pleafure that at-
tends its emotions, and with all its effets in meriting
confidence, and procuring efteem, it is not furprifing,
that a principle of humanity fhould give the tone to our
commendations and our cenfures, and even where it is
hindered from dire@ing our condud, thould flill give to the
mind, on refleion, its knowledge of what is defirable
in the human chara&er. What baff thou dme with thy
Brother Abel? was the firft expoftulation in behalf of mo-

rality;
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rality ; and if the firft anfwer has been often repeated,
mankind have notwithftanding, in one fenfe, fufficiently
acknowledged the charge of their nature. They have
felt, they have talked, and even alted, as the keepers of
their fellow-creatures : They have made the indications
of candour and mutual affe@ion the teft of what is
meritorious and amiable in the charaders of men: They
have made cruelty and oppreflion the principal objeés of
their indignation and rage: Even while the head is occu-
pied with projeCts of intereft, the heart is often feduced
into friendfhip ; and while bufinefs proceeds on the
maxims of felf-prefervation, the carelefs hour is employ-
ed in generofity and kindnefs.

Hexce the rule by which men commonly judge
of external actions, is taken from the fuppofed in-
fluence of fuch actions on the general good. To abftain
from harm, is the great law of natural juftice ; to diffufe.
happinefs is the law of morality ;3 and when we cenfure
the conferring a favour on one or a few at the expence of
many, we refer to public utility, as the great obje@ at
which the actions of men fhould be aimed.

ArFTER all, it muft be confeffed, that if a principle
of affedtion to mankind, be the bafis of our moral ap-
probation and diflike, we fometimes proceed in diftribu-
ting applaufe or cenfure, without precifely attending to
the degree in which our fellow-creatures are hurt or ob-
liged; and that, befides the virtues of candour, friendfhip,
generolity, and public {pirit, which bear an immediate

reference
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reference to this principle, there are others which
may feem to derive their commendation from a differ
ent fource. Temperance, prudence, fortitude, are thofe
qualities likewife admired from a principle of re-
gard to our fellow-creatures? Why not, fince they render
men happy in themfelves, and ufeful to others ¢ He who
1s qualified to promote the welfare of mankind, is neither
a fot, a fool, nor a coward. Can it be more clearly ex-
prefled, that temperance, prudence, and fortitude, are
neceflary to the charader we love and admire? I know
well why I fhould wifh for them in myfelf; and why
likewife I fhould wifh for them in my friend,and in every
perfon who is an obje&t of my affeion. Bur to what
purpofe feek for reafons of approbation, where qualities
are {o neceflary to our happinefs, and fo great a part in
the perfection of our nature? We muft ceafe to efteem
ourfelves, and to diftinguifh what is excellent, when fuch
. qualifications incur our neglect.

A perfon of an affectionate mind, poffefled of a
maxim, That he himfelf, as an individual, is no more
than a part of the whole that demands his regard, has
found, in that principle, a fufficient foundation for all
the virtues ; for a contempt of animal pleafures, that
would fupplant his principal enjoyment; for an equal
contempt of danger or pain, that come to {top his pur-
fuits of public good. *“ A vehement and fteady afleGtion
“ magnifies its obje@. and leffens every difliculty or
“ danger that ftands in the way.” “Afk thofe who have

H “ been
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“ been in love,” fays Epictetus, “ they will know that I

113

fpeak truth.”

¢ | have before me,” fays another eminent moralift ¥,

“ an idea of juftice, which, if T could follow 1 every

“ inftance, I fhould think myfelf the moft happy of

“ men.” And it is, perhaps, of confequence to their
happinefs, as well as to their condud, if thofe can be

disjoined,

that men fhould have this idea properly form-
ed : Itis perhaps but another name for that good of
mankind, which the virtuous are engaged to promote.
If virtue be the fupreme good, its beft and moft fignal

effect is, to communicate and diffufe itfelf.

To love, and even to hate, on the apprehenfion of
moral qualities, to efpoufe one party from a fenfe of ju-
(tice, to oppofe another with indignation excited by ini-
quity, are the common indications of probity, and the
operations of an animated, upright, and generous {pirit. To
guard againit unjuft partialities, and ill-grounded antipa-
thies ; to maintain that compofure of mind, which, with-
out impairing its fenfibility or ardour, proceeds in every
inftance with difcernment and penetration, are the marks
of a vigorous and cultivated {pirit. To be able to follow
the dictates of fuch a {pirit through all the varieties of
human life, and with a mind always mafter of itfelf, in
profperity or adverfity, and pofleffed of all its abilities,
when the fubje@s in hazard are life, or freedom, as much

Perfian Letters.

2k |
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as in treating fimple queftions of intereft, are the tri-
umphs of magnanimity, and true elevation of mind.
“ The event of the day is decided. Draw this javelin
“ from my body now,” faid Epaminondas, “ and let me

“ bleed.”

IN what fituation, or by what inftruction, is this won-
derful characer to be formed? Is it foundiin the nurfe-
ries of affe@ation, pertnefs, and vanity, from which fa-
fhion is propagated, and the genteel is announced ! in
greatand opulent cities, where men vie with one another in
equipage, drefs, and the reputation of fortune! Is it with-
in the admired precinéls of a court, where we may learn
to {mile without being pleafed, to carefs without affec-
tion, to wound with the fecret weapons of envy and jea-
loufy, and to reflt our perfonal importance on circum-
ftances which we cannot always with honour command!
No : but in a fituation where the great fentiments of the
heart are awakened ; where the characters of men, not
their fituations and fortunes, are the principal diftinc-
tion ; where the anxieties of intereft, or vanity, perifh in
the blaze of more vigorous emotions; and where the hu-
man foul, having felt and recognifed its objedts, like an
animal who has tafted the blood of his prey, cannot de-
{cend to purfuits that leave its talents and its force unem-

ployed.

>iopER occafions alone operating on a raifed and a
happy difpofition, may produce this admirable effect,
whilft mere inftrudion may always find mankind at a

H?2 lofs
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Jofs to comprehend its meaning, or infenfible to its dic-
tates. 'The cale, however, is not defperate, till we have-
formed our fyftem of politics, as well as manners; till
we have fold our freedom for titles, equipage, and dif-
tinctions ;5 till we fee no merit but profperity and
power, no difgrace but poverty and negle®.  What
charm of infiru@ion can cure the mind that is tainted
with this diforder? What fyren voice can awaken a defire
of freedom, that is held to be meannefs, and a want of
ambition ? or what perfuafion can turn the grimace of
politenefs into real fentiments of humanity and candour?

- i ikl GREd VII.
Of Happinefs.

¥_T¥ Avinc had under our confideration the a&ive powers

1 and the moral qualities which diftinguifh the na-
ture of man, is it ftill neceflary that we thould treat of
his happinefs apart? This fignificant term, the moft fie-
quent, and the moft familiar, in our converfation, is, per-
haps, on reflection, the leaft underftood. It ferves to ex-
prefs our fatisfaction, when any defire is gratified : It
is pronounced with a figh, when our obje@ is di-
{tant : It means what we wifth to obtain, and what we
feldom ftay to examine. We eftimate the value of every
Tubject by its utility, and its influence on happinefs; but

Wwe
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we think that utility idelf, and happinefs, require noex-
planation.

TuosE men are commonly efteemed’ the happieft,
whofe defires are moft frequently gratified. But if, in
reality, the pofleflion of what we defire, and a continued
fruition, were requifite to happinefs, mankind for the
moft part would have reafon to complain of their lot.
What they call their enjoyments, are generally momen-
tary; and the objet of fanguine expetation, when
obtained, no longer continues to occupy the mind: A new
paflion fucceeds, and the imagination, as before, is in-
tent on a diftant felicity.

How many refle@tions of this fort are {uggefted by
melancholy, or by the effects of that very languor and
inoccupation into which we would willingly fink, under
the notion of freedom from care and trouble !

WHEN we enter on a formal computation of the en-
joyments or fufferings which are prepared for mankind,
it is a chance but we find that pain, by its intenfenefs,
its duration, or frequency, is greatly predominant. The
activity and eagernefs with which we prefs from one
ftage of life to another, our unwillingnefs to return on-
the paths we have trod, our averfion in age to renew the
frolics of youth, or to repeat in manhood the amufements
of children, have been accordingly ftated as proofs, that

our
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our memory of the paft, and our feeling of the prefent,
are equal fubjeéts of diflike and difpleafure *

TiHr1s conclufion, however, like many others, drawn
from our fuppofed knowledge of caufes, does not corre-
{pond with experience. In every flreet, in every village,
in every field, the greater number of perfons we meet,
carry an afpect that is chearful or thoughlefs, indifferent,
compofed, bufy, or animated. The labourer whiftles
to hus team, and the mechanic is at eafe in his calling;
the frolicfome and the gay feel a feries of pleafures, of
which we know not the {ource; even they who demon-
ftrate the miferies of human life, when intent on their
argument, efcape from their forrows, and find a tole-

rable paftime in proving that men are unhappy.

THE very terms plegfure and pain, perhaps, are equi-
vocal ; but if they are confined, as they appear to be in
many of our reafonings, to the mere {enfations which
have a reference to external objeés, either in the memo-
ry of the paft, the feeling of the prefent, or the appre-
henfion of the future, it is a great error to fuppofe, that
they comprehend all the conftituents of happinefs or mi-
fery; or that the good humour of an ordinary life is
maintained by the prevalence of thofe pleafures which
have their feparate names, and are, on refletion, dif-
tinctly remembered.

Maupertuis 3 Effai de Morale.
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Tue mind, during the greater part of its exiftence,
is employed in adtive exertions, not in merely attending
to its own feelings of pleafure or pain; and the lift of
its facultics, underftanding, memory, forefight, fenti-
ment, will, and intention, only contains the names of its
different operations.

Ir, in the abfence of every {enfation to which we com-

monly give the names cither of enjoyment ov fuffering, our

very exiftence may have its oppofite qualities of happiuefs
or mifery; and if what we call pleafurc or pain, occupies
but a finall part of human life, compared to what pafles
in contrivance and execution, in purfuits and expecta-
tions, in condud, refleGion, and focial engagements;
it mult appear, that our active purfuits, at leaft on ac-
count of their duration, deferve the greater part of our
attention. When their occafions have failed, the de-
mand is not for pleafure, but for fomething to do; and
the very complaints of a fufferer are not {o fure a mark
of diftrefs, as the ftare of the languid,

WE feldom, however, reckon any tallkk which we are
bound to perform, among the bleflings of life. Weal-
ways aim ata period of pure enjoyment, Or a termina-
tion of trouble; and overlook the fource from which
mofl of our prefent fatisfactions are really drawn. Afk the
bufy, Where is the happinefs to which they afpire? they will
anfwer, perhaps, Thatit is to be found in the object of fome
prefent purfuit. If we afl, Why they are not mifer-
able in the abfence of that happinefs? they will fay, That

theyw
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they hope to attainit. But is it hope alone that fupports the
mind in the midft of precarious and uncertain profpecis:
and would affurance of fuccefs fill the intervals of expec-
tation with more pleafing emotions? Give the huntfinan
his prey, give the gamefter the gold which is ftaked on
the game, that the one may not need to fatigue his per-
fon, nor the other to perplex his mind, and both will
probably laugh at our folly: the one will ftake his mo-
ney anew, that he may be perplexed ; the other will turn
his ftag to the field, that he may hear the cry of the dogs,
and follow through danger and hardfhip. Withdraw
the occupations of men, terminate their defires, exift-
ence 1s a burden, and the iteration of memory is a tor-
ment.

THE men of this country, fays one lady, fhould learn
to fow and to knit; it would hinder their time from be-
ing a burden to themfelves, and to other people. That
is true, fays another; formy part, though I never look
abroad, I tremble at the profpe@ of bad weather; for
then the gentlemen come mopping to us for entertain-
ment; and the fight of a hufband in diftrefs, is but a
melancholy {pe&acle. .

IN devifing, or in exccuting a plan, in being carried
on the tide of emotion and fentiment, the mind feems to
unfold its being, and to enjoy itfelf. Even where the
end and the objedt are known to be of little avail, the
taleuts and rhe fancy are often intenfely applied, and bu-
tinefs or play may amufe them alike. Weonly defire repofe

to
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to recruit our limited and our wafting force: when bufi-
nefs fatigues, amufement is often but a change of occu-
pation. We are not always unhappy, even when we
complain. There is a kind of afliction which makes an
agreeable ftate of the mind; and lamentation itfelf is
fometimes an expreflion of pleafure. The painter and
the poet have laid hold of this handle, and find, among
the means of entertainment, a favourable reception for
works that are compofed to awaken our forrows,

To a being of this defcription, therefore, 1t 1s a blef-
fing to meet with incentives to ac¢tion, whether in the
defire of pleafure, or the averfion to pain. His aétivity
is of more importance than the very pleafure he {ecks,
and langour a greater evil than the fuffering he {huns.

Tue gratifications of animal appetite are of fhort
duration; and fenfuality is but a diftemper of the mind,
which ought to be cured by remembrance, if it were
not perpetually inflamed by hope.  The chace is not more
furcly terminated by the death of the game,” than the
joys of the voluptuary by the means of completing
his debauch. As a bond of fociety, as a matter of
diftant purfuit, the obje@s of fenfe make an imporrant
part in the {yflem of human life. They lead us to fl-
fil the purpofe of nature, in preferving the individual,
and in perpetuating the fpecies: but to rcly on their
ufe as a principal conftituent of human felicity, were
an error in fpeculation, and would be fill more
an error in praQlice.  Even the mafler of the fera-
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glio, for whom all the treafures of empire are extorted

from the hoards of its frighted inhabitants, for whom
alone the choiceft emerald and the diamond are drawn
trom the mine, for whom every breeze is enriched with
perfumes, for whom beauty is affembled from every
quarter, and, animated by paflions that ripen under the
vertical fun, is confined to the grate for his ufe, is ftill,
perhaps, more wretched than the very herd of the peo-
ple, whofe labours and properties are devoted to relieve
him of trouble, and to procure him enjoyment.

SENSUALITY is eafily overcome by any of the habits
of purfuit which ufually engage an adive mind. When
curiofity is awake, or when paflion is excited, even in the
midft of the feaft when converfation grows warm, grows
Jjovial, or ferious, the pleafures of the table we know arc
forgotten. The boy contemns them for play, and the
man of age declines them for bufinefs.

Wi EN we reckon the circumitances that correfpond to
the nature of any animal, or to that of man in particu-
lar, fuch as fafety, fhelter, food, and the other means
of enjoyment or prefervation, we fometimes think thar
we have found a fenfible and a {olid foundation on which
to reft his felicity. But thofe who are leaft difpofed
to moralize, obferve, that happinefs is not conne@ed
with fortune, although fortune includes at once all the
means of fubfiflence, and the means of fenfual indu

gence.  The circumftances that require abfiinence, cou-
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rage, and conduct, expofe us to hazard, and are in de-
cription of the painful kind; yet the able, the brave,
and the ardent, feem moft to enjoy themfelves when
placed in the midft of difficulties, and obliged to employ
the powers they poflefs,

SriNoLA being told, that Sir Francis Vere died
of having nothing to do, faid, “ That was enough
“to kil a general.*” How many are there to whom
war itfelf is a paftime, who chufe the life of a fol-
dier, expofed to dangers and continued fatigues; of
a mariner, in conflit with every hardfhip, and be-
reft of every conveniency ; of a politician, whofe fport
1s the conduct of parties and faions; and who, ra-
ther than be idle, will do the bufinefs of men and of
nations for whom he has not the {fmalleft regard. Such
men do not chufe pain as preferable to pleafure, but they
are incited by a reftlefs difpofition to make continued ex-
ertions of capacity and refolution; they triumph in the
midft of their flruggles; they droop, and they langnifh,
when the occafion of their labour has ceafed.

WHAT was enjoyment, in the fenfe of that youth,

who, according to Tacitus, loved danger ite!f, not the

rewards of courage! Wkhat is the profpe@ of pleafure,
when the found of the horn or the trumpet, the cry of
L =

e dogs, or the thout of war, awaken the ardour of the

portiman and the foldier? The moft -"..‘.]l!.ﬂil:l.j“é: ucca-

= of Lord Herbert.

1z fions

"
o

53




63 Of Happinefs. Part .

fions of human life, are calls to danger and hardfhip,
not invitations to fafety and eafe: and man himfelf, in
his excellence, is not an animal of pleafure, nor deftined
merely to enjoy what the elements bring to his ufe; but,
like his aflociates, the dog and the horfe, to follow the
exercifes of his nature, in preference to what are called
its enjoyments ; to pine in the lap of eafe and of affluence,
and to exult in the midft of alarms that feem to threaten
his being. In all which, his difpofition to adtion only
keeps pace with the variety of powers with which he is
furnifhed; and the moft refpeétable attributes of his na-
ture, magnanimity, fortitude, and wildom, carry a ma-
nifeft reference to the difficultics with which he is defti-
ned to ftruggle.

Ir animal pleafure becomes infipid when the fpirit is
roufed by a different object, it is well known likewife,
that the {enfe of pain is prevented by any vehement affec-
tion of the foul. Wounds received in a heat of paflion,
in the hurry, the ardour, or confternation of battle, are
never felt till the ferment of the mind fubfides. Even
torment, deliberately applied, and induftrioufly prolong-
ed, are borne with firmnefs, and with an appearance of
eafe, when the mind is poflefled with fome vigorous fen~
timent, whether of religion, enthufiafm, or love to
mankind. The continued mortifications of {uperftitious
devotees in {feveral ages of the Chriftian church ; the wild
penances, {till voluntarily borne, during many years, by
the r@ligiuniﬂs of the eaft ; the contempt in which famine
and torture are held by moft favage nations; the chear-

ful
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ful or obftinate patience of the foldier in the field; the
hardfhips endured by the fportfiman in his paftime, thow
how much we may err in computing the miferies of men,
from the meafures of trouble and of fuffering they feem
to incur. And if there be a refinement in affirming,
that their happinefs is not to be meafured by the contra-
ry enjoyments, it is a refinement which was made by Re-
gulus and Cincinnatus before the date of philofophy ; it
is a refinement, which every boy knows at his play, and
every favage confirms, when he looks from his foreft on
the pacific city, and fcorns the plantation, whofe mafter
he cares not to imitate.

Manx, it muft be confefled, notwithftanding all this
a@ivity of his mind, is an animal in the full extent of
that defignation. When the body fickens, the mind
droops ; and when the blood ceafes to flow, the foul takes
its departure. Charged with the care of his prefervation,
admonifhed by a fenfe of pleafureor pain,and guarded by
an inftin@ive fear of death, nature has not intrufted his
fafety to the mere vigilance of his underftanding, nor to
the government of his uncertain reflections.

TuEg diftin&ion betwizt mind and body is followed
by confequences of rhe greateft importance; but the facts
to which we now refer, are not founded on any tenets
whatever. They are equally true, whether we admit or
reject the diftinction in queftion, or whether we fuppofe,
that this living agent is formed of one, or is an aflem-
blage of f{eparate naturcs. And the materialift, by

treating




yie Of Happinefs. PartT.

treating of man as of an engine, cannot make any
change in the flate of his hiftory. Heisa being, who,
by a multiplicity of vifible organs, performs a variety
of functions. His joints are bent, and his mufcles
relax and contra@ in our fight ; the heart beats in his
breaft, and the blood flows to every part of his frame.’
He performs other operations which we cannot refer to
any coporeal organ. He perceives, he recolle@s, and
forecafis; he defires, and he thuns ; he admires, and
contemns.  He enjoys his pleafures, or he endures
his pain. All thefe different functions, in fome mea-
fure, go well or ill together. When the motion of the
blood is languid, the mufcles relax, the underftand-
ing is tardy, and the fancy is dull: when diftemper
affails him, the phyfician muft attend no lefs to what
he thinks, than to what he eats, and examine the returns
of his paflion, together with the firokes of his pulfe.

Wirn all his fagacity, his precautions, and his in-
ftincts, which are given to preferve his being, he partakes
in the fate of other animals, and feems to be formed
only that he may die. Myriads perifh before they reach
the perfection of their kind; and the individual, with an
option to owe the prolongation of his temporary courfe
to refolution and condué, or to abje& fear, frequently
chufes the latrer, and by a habit of timidity, imbitters

o |

the life he is {o intent to preferve.

Manx, however, at times, exempted from this moitify-

ng lot, feems to a@ without any regard to the length of

fiif-
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his period. When he thinks intenfely, or defires with
ardour, pleafures and pains from any other quarter affail
him in vain. Even in his dying hour, the mulcles ac
quire a tone from his {pirit, and the mind {zems to dc-
part in its vigour, and in the midit of a ftruggle to ob-
tain the recent aim of 1ts toils. Maley Moluck, borne on
his litter, and fpent with difeale, {till fought the battle,
in the midft of which he expired; and the laft effort he
made, with a finger on his lips, was a fignal to conceal
his death : the precaution, perhaps, of all which he had
hitherto taken, the moft neceflary to prevent a defeat.

Cax no refleétions aid us in acquiring this habit
of the foul, fo ufeful in carrying us through many
of the ordinary fcenes of life? If we fay, that they
cannot, the reality of its happinefs 15 not the lefs evi-
dent. The Greeks and the Romans confhdered contempt
of pleafure, endurance of pain, and neglect of life, as
eminent qualities of a man, and a Pnnmlml {fubject of
difcipline. They trulted, that the vigorous {pirit would
find worthy objes on which to employ its force; and
that the firft ftep towards a refolute choice of fuch ob-
jects was to fhake off the meannefs of a folicitous and

timorous mind.

MANKIND, in general, have courted occafions to dif-
play their courage, and frequently, in fearch of admira-
tion, have prefented a fpectacle, which to thole who
have ceafed to regard fortitude on its own account, be-
comes a {ubje@ of horror. Scevola held his arm in the

fire,
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fire, to fhake the foul of Porfenna. The favage inures his
body to the torture, that in the hour of trial he may
exult over his enemy. Even the Muflulman tears his
flefh to win the heart of his miftrefs, and comes in gaiety,
{treaming with blood, to fhew that he deferves her e-

fteem ¥,

SoME nations carry the practice of infliGting, or of
fporting with pain, to a degree that is either cruel or ab-
furd ; others regard every profpect of bodily fuffering as
the greateft of evils; and in the midft of their troubles,
imbitter every real afHliction, with t!e terrors of a feeble
and deje@ed imagination. We are not bound to anfiver
for the follies of either, nor, in treating a queftion which
relates to the nature of man, make an eftimate of its
ftrength, or its weaknefs, from the habits or apprehen-
fions peculiar to any nation or age.

3 'E G T VIII.

The fame [fubje? continued.
HoEvERrR has compared together the different
conditions and manners of men, under varie-

ties of education or fortune, will be fatisfied, that
mere fituation does not conftitute their happinefs or

* Letters of the Right Honourable Lady M—y We——y M———-c¢.

mifery s
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mifery; nor a diverfity of external obfervances imply
any oppofition of fentiments on the fubjeét of mo-
rality. They exprefs their kindnefs and their enmity
in different actions; but kindnefs or enmity is ftiil the
principal article of confideration in human life. They
engage in different purfuits, or acquiefce in different con-
ditions ; but act from paflions nearly the fame. There is
no precife meafure of accommeodation required to fuit
their conveniency, nor any degree of danger or fafety
under which they are peculiarly fitted to act. Courage
and generofity, fear and envy, are not peculiar to any {ta-
tion or order of men; nor is there any condition in
which fome of the human race have not fhewn, that it is
poflible to employ, with propriety, the talents and vir-
tues of their fpecies.

WHAT, then, is that myfterious thing called Hap-
pinefs, which may have place in fuch a variety of {lations,
and to which circumftances in one age or nation thought
neceflary, are in another held to be deftrudtive, or of no
effect ! It is not the fucceflion of mere animal pleafures,
which, apart from the occupation or the company in
which they ferve to engage the mind, can fill up but a
few moments in the duration of life. On too frequent a
repetition, thofe pleafures turn to fatiety and difguil; they
tear the conftitution to which they are applied in excefs,
and, like the lightning of night, only ferve to darken the
gloom through which they occafionally break. Happi-
nefs is not that ftate of repofe, or that imaginary free-
dom from care, which ar a diftance is {o frequent an ob-

K ject
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ject of defire, but with its approach brings a tedium, or
a languor, more unfupportable than pain itfelf. If the
preceding obfervations on this fubject be juft, it arifes
more from the purfuit, than from the attainment of any
end whatever; and in every new fituation to which we
arrive, even in the courfe of a profperous life, it depends
more on the degree in which our minds are properly em-
ployed, than it does on the circumitances in which we
are deftined to a&, on the materials which are placed in
our hands, or the tools with which we are furnifthed.

Ir this be confefled in refpe& to that clafs of purfuits
which are diftinguifhed by the name of amufément, and
which, in the cafe of men who are commonly deemed
the moft happy, occupy the greater part of human life,
we may apprehend, that it holds, much more than is
commonly fufpected, in many cafes of bufinefs, where the
end to be gained, and not the occupation, is fuppofed
to have the principal value.

Tue mifer himfelf, we are told, can {fometimes con-~
(ider the care of his wealth as a paftime, and has chal-
lenged his heir, to have more pleafure in fpending, than
he in amafling his fortune. With this degree ot indiffe-
rence to what may be the condu&k of others; with this
confinement of his care to what he has chofen as his
own province, more efpecially if he has conquered in
himfeclf the paflions of jealoufy and envy, which tear the
covetous mind ; why may not the man whofe objet is
monev, be underftood to lead a life of amufement and

pleafure,
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pleafure, not only more entire than that of the {pend-
thrift, but even as much as the virtuofo, the {cholar, the
man of tafte, or any of that clafs of perfons who have
found out a method of pafling their leifure without of-
fence, and to whom the acquifitions made, or the works
produced, in their feveral ways, perhaps, are as ufelefs
as the bag to the mifer, or the counter to thofe who play
from mere diflipation at any game of fkillor of chance!

WE are foon tired of diverfions that .do not approach
to the nature of bufinefs, that is, that do not engage fome
paflion, or give an exercife proportioned to our talents,
and our faculties. The chace and the gaming-table
have each their dangers and difficulties, to excite and
employ the mind. All games of contention animate our
emulation, and givea {pecies of party-zeal. 'The mathe-
matician is only to be amufed with intricate problems,
the lawyer and the cafuift with cafes that try themr fub-
tilty, and occupy their judgement.

TuE defire of adive engagements, like every other
natural appetite, may be carried to excefs ; and men may
debauch in amufements, as well as in the ufe of wine, or
other intoxicating liquors. At firft, a trifling ftake, and
the occupation of a moderate paflion, may have ferved to
amufe the gamefter; but when the drug becomes fami-
liar, it fails to produce its effe¢t: The play is made deep,
and the intereft increafed, to awaken his attention ; he is
carried on by degrees, and in the end comes to feek for
amufement, and to find it only mn thofe paflions of an-

K2 xiety,
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xiety, hope, and defpair, which are roufed by the hazard
into which he has thrown the whole of his fortunes.

[r men can thus turn their amufements into: a feene
more ferious and interefting than that of bufinefs itfelf,
it will be difficult to aflign a reafon, why bufinefs, and
many of the occupations of human life, independent of
any diftant confequences, or future events, may not be
chofen as an amufement, and adopted on account of the
paftime they bring. This 15, perhaps, the foundation
on which, without the aid of refleCtion, the contented
and the chearful have refted the gaiety of their tempers,
It is perhaps the moft folid bafis of fortitude which any
refletion can lay; and happinefs itfelf is fecured, by
making a certain fpecies of condu@® our amufement ;
and, by confidering life, in the general eftimate of jts va-
lue, as well as on cvery particular occafion, as a mere
{cene for the exercife of the mind, and the engagements
of the heart. “ I will try and attempt every thing,” fays
Brutus, “ I will never ceafe to recal my country from
“ this ftate of fervility, If the event be favourable, it will

“ prove matter of joy to us all; if not, yet I, notwith-

* ftanding, fhall rejoice.” Why rejoice in a difappoint-

ment ! Why not be deje@ed, when his country was o-
verwhelmed ! Becaufe forrow, perhaps, and dejetion,
can do no yood. Nay, but they muft be endured when
they come. And whence fhould they come to me? might
the Roman fay; I have followed my mind, and can
tollow it ftill. Events may have changed the fituation in
which I am deftined to act; but can they hinder my aé@-

ng
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ing the part of a man? Shew me a fitnation in which a
man can neither act nor die, and I will own he is wretch-
ed.

WHoEVER has the force of mind fteadily to view hu-
man life under this afpe@, has only to chufe well his
occupations, in order to command that ftate of enjoy-
ment, and freedom of foul, which probably conftitute the
peculiar felicity to which his active nature is deftined.

TuE difpofitions of men, and confequently their occu-
pations, are commonly divided into two principal clafles ;
the felfith, and the focial. The firft are indulged in {oli-
tude; and if they carry a reference to mankind, it is
that of emulation, competition, and enmity. The fe-
cond incline us to live with our fellow-creatures, and to
do them good; they tend to unite the members of fociety
together; they terminate in a mutual participation of
their cares and enjoyments, and render the prefence of
men.an occafion of joy. Under this clafs may be enu-
merated the paflions of the fexes, the affections of pa-
rents and children, general humanity, or fingular at-
tachments ; aboveall; that habit of the foul by which we
confider ourfelves as but a part of fome beloved commu-
nity, and as but individual members of fome fociety,
whofe general welfare is to us the fupreme objet of zeal,
and the great rule of our conduét. This affection is a
principle of candour, which knows no partial diftinc-
tions, and is confined to no bounds : it may extend its
effeéts beyond our perfonal acquaintance; it may, in the

mind,
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mind, and in thought, at leaft, make us feel a relation
to the univerfe, and to the whole creation of God.
“ Shall any one,” fays Antoninus, ““ love the city of
“ Cecrops, and you not love the city of God!”

No emotion of the heart is'indifferent. It is either an
alt of vivacity and joy, ora feeling of fadnefs; a tran{-
port of pleafure, or a convulfion of anguifth: and the
exercifes of our different difpofitions, as well as their gra-
tifications, are likely to prove matter of the greateft im-
portance to our happinefs or mifery.

THE individual is charged with the care of his animal
prefervation. He may exift in folitude, and, far removed
from fociety, perform many funétions of fenfe, imagi-
nation, and reafon. Heis even rewarded for the proper
difcharge of thofe funétions; and all the natural exerci-
fes which relate to himfelf, as well as to his fellow-crea-
tures, not only occupy without diftrefling him, but in
many inftances are attended with pofitive pleafures, and
fill up the hours of life with agreeable occupation,

THERE is a degree, however, in which we fuppofe that
the care of ourfelves becomes a fource of painful anxiety
and cruel paflions; in which it degenerates into avarice,
vanity, or pride; and in which, by foftering habits of
jealoufy and envy, of fear and malice, it becomes as de-
flructive of our own enjoyments, as it is hoflile to the
welfare of mankind. This evil, however, is not to be

charged
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charged upon any excefs in the care of ourfelves, but up-
on a mere miftake in the choice of our objets. We look
abroad for a happinefs which is to be found only in the
qualities of the heart: we think ourfelves dependent on
accidents ; and are therefore kept in fufpenfe and folici-
tude: we think ourfelves dependent on the will of other
men ; and are therefore fervile and timid: we think our
felicity is placed in fubje@s for which our fellow-crea-
tures are rivals and competitors ; and in purfuit of hap-
pinefs, we engage in thofe fcenes of emulation, envy, ha-
tred, animofity, and revenge, that lead to the higheft
pitch of diftrefs. We a, in fhort, as if to preferve
ourfelves were to retain our weaknefs, and perpetuate
our fufferings. =~ We charge the ills of a diftempered i-
magination, and a corrupt heart, to the acconnt of our
fellow-creatures, to whom we refer the pangs of our dif-
appointment or malice; and while we fofter our mifery,
are furprifed that the care of ourfelves is attended with
1o better effes.  But he who remembers that he is by
nature a rational being, and a member of fociety; that
to preferve himfelf, is to preferve his reafon, and to pre-
ferve the beft feelings of his heart; will encounter with
none of thefe inconveniencies ; and in the care of him-
{elf, will find fubje@s only of {atisfaction and triumph.

Tue divifion of our appetites into benevolent and fel-
fith, has probably, in fome degree, helped to miflead
our apprehenfion on the fubject of perfonal enjoyment
and private good; and our zeal to prove that virtue is
difinterefted, has not greatly promoted its caufe. 'The

gratification
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gratification of a felfith defire, it is thought, brings
advantage or pleafure to ourfelves; that of benevolerice
terminates in the pleafure or advantage of others: where-
as, in reality, the gratification of every defire is a per-
fonal enjoyment, and its value being proportioned to
the particular quality or force of the fentiment, it may
happen that the fame perfon may reap a greater advan-
tage from the good fortune he has procured to another,
than from that he has obtained for him{eIf,

WriLe the gratifications of benevolence, therefore,
are as much our own as thofe of any other defire what-
ever, the mere exercifes of this difpofition are, on many
accounts, to be confidered as the firft and the principal
conftituent of human happinefs. Every act of kindnefs,
or of care; in the parent to his child; every emotion of
the heart, in friendfhip or in love, in public zeal, or ge-
neral humanity, are fo many acts of enjoyment and
fatsfaction. Pity itfelf, and compaflion, even grief and
melancholy, when grafted on fome tender atfection, par-
take of the nature of the ftock; and if they are not po-
fitive pleafures, are at leaft pains of a peculiar nature,
which we donot even wifh to cxclmnge but for a very real
enjoyment, obtained in relieving our obje@. FEven ex-
tremes, in this clafs of our difpofitions, as they are the
reverfe of hatred, envy, and malice, fo they are never
attended with thofe excruciating anxieties, Jealoufies,
and fears, which tear the interefted mind; or if, in
reality, any ill paflion arife from a pretended attach-
ment to our fellow-creatures, that attachment may be

fafely
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fafely condemned, as not genuine. If we be diftruftful
or jealous, our pretended affection is probably no more
than a defire of attention and perfonal confideration, a
motive which frequently inclines us to be connected
with our fellow-creatures; but to which we are as fre-
quently willing to facrifice their happinefs. We con-
fider them as the tools of our vanity, pleafure, or
intereft; not as the parties on whom we may beftow
the effets of our good-will, and our love.

A mind devoted to this clafs of its affetions, being
occupied with an object that may engage it habitually,
is not reduced to court the amufements or pleafures with
which perfons of an ill temper are obliged to repair their
difgufts: and temperance becomes an eafy tafk when
gratifications of fenfe are fupplanted by thofe of the
heart. Courage too is molft eafily aflumed, or is ra-
ther infeparable from that ardour of the mind, in fociety,
friendfhip, or in public action, which makes us forget
fubjefts of perfonal anxiety or fear, and attend chiefly
to the obje& of our zeal or affeftion, not to the trifling
inconveniencies, dangers, or hardihips, which we our-
felves may encounter in flriving to maintain it.

It fhould feem, therefore, to be the happinefs of
man, to make his focial difpofitions the ruling {pring of
his occupations; to flate himfelf as the member of a
community, for whofe general good his heart may glow
with an ardent zeal, to the fuppreflion of thofe perfonal

L cares
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cares which are the foundation of painful anxieties,
fear, jealoufy, and envy; or, as Mr Pope exprefles the
fame fentiment,

(i i} “ Man, like the generous vine, fupported lives;
I fli “ The ftrength he gains, is from th'embrace he gives *.

| If this be the good of the individual, it is likewife that

I'i of mankind ; and virtue no longer impofes a talk by
| . H

) which we are obliged to beftow upon others that goml

from which we ourfelves refrain; but fuppofes, in the
higheft degree, as poflefled by ourfelves, that ftate of
felicity which we are required to promote in the world.

WE commonly apprehend, that it is our duty to de
kindnelles, and our happinefs to receive them: but if,
in reality, courage, and a heart devoted to the good of
mankind, are the conftituents of human felicity, the
kindnefs which is done infers a happinefs in the perfon
from whom it proceeds, not in him on whom it is be-
ftowed; and the greateft good which men poflefifed of

fortitude and generofity can procure to their fellow-crea-
tures, is a participation of this happy chara@er. * You
“ will confer the greatelt benefit on your city,” fays E-
pifetus, “not by raifing the roofs, but by exalting the
“ {ouls of your fellow-citizens ; for it is better that great
“ fouls {fhould live 1n {fmall habitations, t} hat abje&
10115 INoWld 1IVE 10 1ma labitations, than that abject
“ flaves {hould burrow in great houfes -}-.”
* The fame maxim will apply throughout every part of nature, 7% fre,
Mrs Carter’s tranflation of the works of Epictetus,
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To the benevolent, the fatisfaCtion of others is a
ground of enjoyment; and exiftence itfelf, in a world
that is governed by the wifdom of God, is a blefling.
The mind, freed from cares that lead to pufillanimity
and meannefs, becomes calm, aétive, fearlefs, and bold ;
capable of every enterprife, and vigorous in the exer-
cife of every talent, by which the nature of man is
adorned. On this foundation was raifed the admirable
charaéter, which, during a certain period of their ftory,
diftinguifhed the celebrated nations of antiquity, and
rendered familiar and ordinary in their manners, ex-
amples of magnanimity, which, under governments lefs
favourable to the public affedlions, rarely occur; or
which, without being much praétifed, or even under-
ftood, are made fubjeéts of admiration and fwelling
panegyric. “ Thus,” fays Xenophon, “ died Thrafy-
“ bulus; who indeed appears to have been a good man.”
What valuable praife, and how fignificant to thofe who
know the ftory of this admirable perfon! The mem-
bers of thofe illuftrious ftates, from the habit of confi-
dering themfelves as part of a community, or at leaflt
as deeply involved with fome order of men in the ftate,
were regardlefs of perfonal confiderations: they had a
perpetual view to objects which excite a great ardour in
the foul ; which led them to ac perpetualiy in the view
of their fellow-citizens, and to practie thofe arts of de-
liberation, elocution, policy, and war, on which the
fortunes of nations, or of men, in their colle@ive body,
depend. To the force of mind collected in this career,
and to the improvements of wit which were made in

L 2 purfuing
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84 Of Happinefs. Parc I,
purfuing it, thefe nations owed, not only their magna-
nimity, and the fuperiority of their political and mi-
litary condudt, but even the arts of poetry and litera-
ture, which among them” were only the inferior ap-
pendages of a genius otherwife excited, cultivated, and

refined.

To the ancient Greek, or the Roman, the individual
was nothing, and the public every thing. To the mo-
dern, in too many nations of Europe, the individual is
every thing, and the public nothing. The ftate is mere-
ly a combination of departments, in which confideration,
wealth, eminence, or power, are offered as the reward of
fervice. -It was the nature of modern government, even
in its firlt inftitation, to beftow on every individual a fix-
ed {tation and dignity, which he was to maintain for
himfelf. Our anceftors, in rude ages, during the recefs
of wars from abroad, fought for their perfonal claims at
home, and by their competitions, and the balance of
their powers, maintained a kind of political freedom in
the ftate, while private parties were fubjeét to continual
wrongs and eppreflions. Their polterity, in times
more polifhed, have reprefled the civil diforders in which
the aclivity of earlicr ages chiefly confifted ; butthey em-
ploy the calm they have gained, not in foftering a zeal
for thofe laws, and that conftitution of government, to
which they owe their protetion, but in pra®ifing apart,
and each for himfelf, the feveral arts of perfonal ad-
vancement, or profit, which their political eftablifhments
may enable them to purflue with fuccefs. Commerce,

which
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which may be fuppofed to comprehend every lucrative
art, is accordingly confidered as the great objet of na-
tions, and the principal ftudy of mankind.

So much are we accuftomed to confider perfonal for-
tune as the fole obje& of care, that even under popular
eftablithments, and in ftates where different orders of
men are fummoned to partake in the government of their
country, and where the hberties they enjoy cannot be
long preferved, without vigilance and acivity on the part
of the fubject ; ftill they, who, in the vulgar phrafe, have
not their fortunes to make, are fuppofed to be at a lofs
for occupation, and betake themfelves to folitary pa-
ftimes, or cultivate what they are pleafed to call a tafle
for gardening, building, drawing, or mufic. With this
aid, they endeavour to fill up the blanks of a liftlefs life,
and avoid the neceflity of curing their languors by any
pofitive fervice to their country, or to mankind.

Tue weak or the malicious are well employed in any
thing that is innocent, and are fortunate in finding
any occupation which prevents the effeéts of a temper
that would prey upon themifelves, or upon their fellow-
creatures. But they who are blefled with a happy
difpofition, with capacity and vigour, incura real
debauchery, by having any amufement that occu-
pies an improper fhare of their time; and are really
cheated of their happinefs, in being made to believe, that
any occupation or paftime is better fitted to amufe them-

felves,
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felves, than that which at the fame time produces fome
real good to their fellow-creatures.

TH1s fort of entertainment, indeed, cannot be the
choice of the mercenary, the envious, or the malignant.
Its value is known only to perfons of an oppolfite temper ;
and to their experience alone we appeal. Guided by
mere difpofition, and without the aid of refle®ion, in
bufinefs, in friendfhip, and in public life, they often
acquit themf{elves well; and borne with fatisfaction on
the tide of their emotions and {entiments, enjoy the pre-
fent hour, without recolletion of the paft, or hopes of
the future. It is in fpeculation, not in practice, they
are made to difcover, that virtue is a taik of feverity and
{elf-denial.

o e SR

Of National Felicity.

K AN is, by nature, the member of a community ;
R and when confidered in this capacity, the indivi-
dual appears tobe no longer made for himfelf. He muft
forego his happinefs and his freedom, where thefe inter-
fere with the good ot fociety. He is only part of a whole;
and the praife we think due to his virtue, is but a branch
of that more general commendation we beftow on the
member of a body, on the part of a fabric or engine,

for
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for being well fitted to occupy its place, and to produce
its effect.

Ir this follow from the relation of a part to its whole,
and if the public good be the principal object with indi-
viduals, it is likewife true, that the happinefs of indivi-
duals is the great end of civil fociety : for in what {enfe
can a public enjoy any good, if its members, confider-
ed apart, be unhappy!?

THE interefts of fociety, however, and of its mem-
bers, are eafily reconciled. If the individual owe every
degree of confideration to the public, he receives, in pay-
ing that very confideration, the greateft happinefs of
which his nature is capable; and the greateft blefling
that the public can beftow on its members, is to keep
them attached to itfelf. That is the moft happy ftate,
which is moft beloved by its fubjecls; and they are the
moft happy men, whofe hearts are engaged to a commu-
nity, in which they find every objet of generofity and
zeal, and a {cope to the exercifc of every talent, and of
every virtuous difpofition.

AFTER we have thus found general maxims, the great-
er part of our trouble remains, their juft application to
particular cafes. Nations are different in refpecl to their
extent, numbers of people, and wealth; in refpet to
the arts they pradife, and the accommodations they have
procured. Thefe circumflances may not only affect the
manners of men; they even, in our efteem, come into
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competition with the article of manners itfelf; are fiuppo-
fed to conflitute a national felicity, independent of vir-
tue; and give a title, vpon which we indulge our own
vanity, and that of other nations, as we do that of
private men, on the fcore of their fortunes and honours.

BuT if this way of meafuring happinefs, when ap-
plied to private men, be ruinous and falfe, it is {o no lefs
when applied to nations. Wealth, coinmerce, extent of
erritory, and the knowledge of arts, are, when proper-
ly employed, the means of prefervation, and the founda-
tions of power. If they fail in part, the nation is wea-
kened ; if they were entirely with-held, the race would
perifh: their tendency is to maintain numbers of men,
but not to conftitute happinefs. They will accordingly
maintain the wretched, as well as the happy. They an-
fwer one purpofe, but are not therefore fufficient for all;
and are of little fignificance, when only employed to
maintain a timid, dejected, and fervile people.

GREAT and powerful ftates are able to overcome and
{ubdue the weak ; polifhed and commercial nations have
more wealth, and pradlife a greater variety of arts, than
the rude: but the happinefs of men, in all cafes alike,
confilts in the bleflings of a candid, an a&ive, and flre-
nuous mind. And if we confider the ftate of fociety
merely as that into which mankind are led by their pro-
penfities, as a ftate to be valued from its effect in prefer-
ving the {pecies, in ripening their talents, and exciring
their virtues, we need not enlarge our communities, in

order
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order to enjoy thefe advantages. We frequently obtain
them in the moft remarkable degree, where nations re-
main independent, and are of a fmall extent.

To increafe the numbers of mankind, may be admit-
ted as a great and important object: but to extend the
limits of any particular ftate, is not, perhaps, the way
to obtain it; while we defire' that our fellow-creatures
fhould multiply, it does not follow, that the whole thould,
if poflible, be united under one head. We areapt to ad-
mire the emmpire of the Romans, as a model of national
greatnefs and fplendour: but the greatnefs we admire in
this cafe, was ruinous to the virtue and the happinefs
of mankind; it was found to be inconfiftent with all
the advantages which that conquering people had for-
merly enjoyed in the articles of government and man-
ners.

T'HE emulation of nations proceeds from their divifion.
A clufter of ftates, like a company of men, find the ex-
ercife of their reafon, and the teft of their virtues, in
the affairs they tranfad, upon a foot of equality, and of
{eparate intereft. The meafures taken for fafety, including
great part of the national policy, are relative in every ftate
to what is apprehended from abroad. Athens was necef-
fary to Sparta, in the exercife of her virtue, as fteel 1s to flint
in the produétion of fire ; and if the cities of Greece had
been united under one head, we fhould never Lave heard
of Epaminondas or Thrafybulus, of Lycurgus orSelon.

M WHEN
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WHEN we reafon in behalf of our fpecies, therefore,
although we may lament the abufes which fometimes a-
rife from independence, and oppofition of interelt; yet,
whilt any degrees of virtue remain with mankind, we
cannot wifh to croud, under one eftablifhment, numbers
of men who may ferve to conftitute feveral ; or to com-
mit affairs to the condu of one fenate, one legiflative or
executive power, which, upon a diftiné and feparace
footing, might furnilh an exercife of ability, and a the-

atre of glory, to many.

THis may bea fubje® upon which no determinate
rule can be given, but the admiration of boundlefs domi-
nion is a ruinous error ; and in no inftance, perhaps, is
the real intereft of mankind more entirely miftaken.

TuE meafure of enlargement to be wilhed for any
particular ftate, is often to be taken from the condition
of its neighbours. Where a number of ftates are conti-
guous, they fhould be near an equality, in order that they
may be mutually obje@s of refpect and confideration,
and in order that they may poflefs that independence in
which the political life of a nation confifts.

Wuen the kingdoms of Spain were united, when
the great fiefs in France were annexed to the crown, it
was no longer expedient for the nations of Great Britain
to continue disjoined.

THE
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TwE {fmall republics of Greece, indeed, by their fubdivi-
fions, and the balance of their power, found almoit in every
village the object of nations. Every little diftrict wasa
nurfery of excellent men, and what is now the wretched
corner of a great empire, was the field on which man-
kind have reaped their principal honours. But in
modern Europe, republics of a fimilar extent, are like
fhrubs, nnder the {hade of a taller wood, choked by
the neighbourhood of more powerful ftates. In their
cafe, a certain difproportion of force fruftrates, in a great
meafure, the advantage of feparation. They are like
the trader in Poland, who is the more defpicable, and
the lefs fecure, that he is neither mafter nor flave.

INDEPENDENT communities, in the mean time, however
weak, are averfe to a coalition, not only where it comes
with an air of impofition, or unequal treaty, but even
where it implies no more than the admiflion of new mem-
bers to an equal fhare of confideration with the old. The
citizen has no intereft in the annexation of kingdoms;
he muft find his importance diminifhed, as the flate is
enlarged : but ambitious men, under the enlargement of
territory, find a more plentiful harveft of power, and
of wealth, while government itfelf is an eafier tafk.
Hence the ruinous progrefs of empire ; and hence free na-
tions, under the fhew of acquiring dominion, {ufler
themfelves, in theend, to be yoked with the {laves they
had conquered.

M2 Our
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Ounr defire to augment the force of a nation is the on-
ly pretext for enlarging its territory; but this meafure,
when purfued to extremes, feldom fails to fruftrate it-

{elf.

NorwiTusTaNpING the advantage of numbers,
and fuperior refources in war, the ftrength of a nation
is derived from the chara@er, not from the wealth, nor
from the multitude of its people. If the treafure of a
ftate can hire numbers of men, ereé ramparts, and fur-
nifh the implements of war ; the pofleflions of the fearful
are eafily feized; a timorous multitude falls into rout
of itfelf; ramparts may be ftaled where they are not
defended by valour; and arms are of confequence only
in the hands of the brave. The band to which Age-
filaus pointed as the wall of his city, made a defence
for their country more permanent, and more effeGual,
than the rock and the cement with which other cities
were fortified.

We fhould owe little to that ftatefiman who were to
contrive a defence that might {uperfede the external ufes
of virtwe. Iltis wifely ordered for man, as' a rational
being, that the employment of reafon is neceflary to his
prefervation: it is fortunate for him, in the purfuit of
diftinction, that his perfonal confideration depends on his
character; and it is fortunate for nations, that, in order
to be powerful and fafe, they muft ftrive to maintain
the courage, and cultivate the virtues, of their people.
By the ufe of fuch means, they at once gain their ex-
rernalends, and are happy,

PEACE
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PeacE and unanimity are commonly confidered as the
principal toundations of public felicity ; yet the rival-
thip of feparate communities, and the agitations of a
free people, are the principles of political life, and the
fchool of men. How fhall we reconcile thefe jarring and
oppofite tenets! It is, perhaps, not neceflary to recon-
cile them. The pacific may do what they can to allay
the animofities, and to reconcile the opinions, of men;
and it will be happy if they can fucceed in reprefling
their crimes, and in calming the wo.ft of their paflions.
Nothing, in the mean time, but corruption or flavery
can fupprefs the debates that fubfift among men of in-
tegrity, who bear an equal part in the adminiftration of
{tate.

A perfett agreement in matters of opinion is not to be
obtained in the moft felet company; and if it were,
what would become of fociety? “ The Spartan legif-
“ lator,” fays Plutarch, “ appears to have fown the feeds
“ of variance and diflenfion among his countrymen :
“ he meant that good citizens fhould be led to difpute;
“ he confidered emulation as the brand by which their
“ yirtues were kindled ; and feemed to apprehend, that
“ a complaifance, by which men fubmit their opinions

“ without examination, is a principal fource of corrup-

* tion.”

ForMs of government are fuppofed to decide of the
happinefs or mifery of mankind. But forms of go-
vernment muft be varied, in order to fuit the extent,

the
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the way of fubfiftence, the chara&er, and the manners
of different nations. In fome cafes;, the multitude may
be fuffered to govern themfelves; in others, they muft
be feverely reftrained. The inhabitants of a village in
{ome primitive age, may have been fafely intrufted to
the condu@ of reafon, and to the fuggeftion of their
innocent views ; but the tenants of Newgate can {carcely
be trufted, with chains locked to their bodies, and bars
of iron fixed to their legs. How is it poilible, therefore,
to find any fingle form of government that would fuit
mankind in every condition!

WE proceed, however, in the following fection, to point
out the diftinctions, and to explain the language which
occurs in this place, on the head of different models for
fubordination and government.

PR LEE e i X.

The fame fubject continued.

T is a common obfervation, That mankind were origi-
nally equal. They have indeed by nature equal
rights to their prefervation, and to the ufe of their ta-
lents; but they are fitted for different {tations; and
when they are clafled by a rule taken from this circum-
ftance, they fuffer no injuftice on the fide of their na-
eural rights, It is obvious, that fome mode of {ubor-
dination
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dination is as neceflary to men as fociety itfelf; and

this, not only to attain the ends of government, but to
comply with an order eftablithed by nature.

PrioRr to any political inftitution whatever, men are
qualified by a great diverfity of talents, by a different
tone of the foul, and ardour of the paffions, to aét a va-
riety of parts. Bring them together, each will find his
place. They cenfure or applaud in a body; they con-
fult and deliberate in more fele¢t parties; they take or
give an afcendant as individvals; and numbers are by
this means fitted to aét in company, and to preferve their
communities, before any formal diftribution of office is
made.

We are formed to ad in this manner; and if we
have any doubts with relation to the rights of govern-
ment in general, we owe our perplexity more to the {ub-
tilties of the fpeculative, than to any uncertainty in the
feelings of the heart. Involved in the refolutions of our
compeny, we move with the croud before we have de-
termined the rule by which its will is collefled. We
follow a leader, before we have fettled the ground of
his pretenfions, or adjufted the form of his election:
and it is not till after mankind have committed many
errors in the capacities of magiftrate and fubject, that
they think of making government itfclf a fubject of rules.

Ir therefore, in confidering the variety of forms un-
der which focicties fubfift, the cafuifl is plealed to in-

uiIre,
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quire, What title one man, or any number of men, have
to controul his acions! he may be anfwered, None at
all, provided that his a&ions have no effect to the pre-
judice of his fellow-creatures ; but if they have, the
rights of defence, and the obligation to reprefs the com-
miflion of wrongs, belong to colle@ive bodies, as well
as to individuals. Many rude nations, having no formal
tribunals for the judgement of crimes, aflemble, when
alarmed by any Hagrant offence, and take their mea-
fures with the criminal as they would with an enemy.

BuT will this confideration, which confirms the title
to fovereignty, where it is exercifed by the fociety in its
collective capacity, or by thofe to whom the powers of
the whole are committed, likewife fupport the claim to
dominion, where-ever it is cafually lodged, or even where
it is only maintained by force?

THr1s queftion may be fufficiently anfwered, by obfer-
ving, that a right to do juftice, and to do good, 1s com-
petent to every individuzl, or order of men; and that
the exercife of this right has no limits but in the defec
of power. But a right to do wrong, and commir in-
juftice, 1s an abufe of language, and a contradiftion in
terms. 1t 15 no more competent to the colleive body
of a people, than it is to any fingle ufurper. When we
admir fuch a prerogative in the cafe of any fovereign,
we can only mean to exprefs the extent of his power,
and the force with which he is enabled to execute his
pleafire, Such a prerogative is aflumed by the leader

of
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of banditti at the head of his gang, or by a defpotic
prince at the head of his troops. When the fword is
prefented by either, the traveller or the inhabitant may
fubmit from a fenfe of neceflity or fear; but he lies

under no obligation from a motive of duty or ju-
ftice.

THE multiplicity of forms, in the mean time, which
different focieties offer to our view, is almoft infinite,
The clafles into which they diftribute their members,
the manner in which they eftablifh the legiflative and
executive powers, the imperceptible circumftances by
which they are led to have different cuftoms, and to
confer on their governors unequal meafures of power
and authority, give rife to perpetual diftin@ions be-
tween conftitutions the moft nearly refembling one ano-
ther, and give to human affairs a variety in detail,
which, in its full extent, no underflanding can compre-
hend, and no memeory retain.

IN order to have a general and comprehenfive know-
ledge of the whole, we muft be determined on this, as
on every other fubject, to overlook many particulars
and fingularities, diftinguithing different governments;
to fix our attention on certain points, in which many
agree; and thereby eftablith a few general heads, under
which the fubje may be diftin@ly confidered. When
we have marked the characeriflics which form the
general points of coincidence; when we have purfucd
them to their confequences in the feveral modes of le-

= -l
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giflation, execution, and judicature, in the eftablifh-
ments which relate to police, commerce, religion, or
domeftic life; we have made an acquificion of know-
ledge, which, though it does not fuperfede the neceility
of experience, may ferve to direct our inquiries, and, in
the midft of affairs, to give an order and a method for
the arrangement of particulars that occur to our obfer-
vation.

WHEN I recolle@@ what the Prefident Montefquieu
has written, I am ata lofs to tell, why I fhould treat
of human affairs: but I too am infligated by my
refletions, and my fentiments; and I may utter
them more to the comprehenfion of ordinary capaci-
ties, becaufe I am more on the level of ordinary
men. If it be neceflary to pave the way for what fol-
lows on the general hiftory of nations, by giving {fome
account of the heads under which various forms of go-
vernment may be conveniently ranged, the reader fhould
perhaps be referred to what has been already delivered
on the fubjeét by this profound politician and amiable
moralift. In his writings will be found, not only the
original of what I am now, for the fake of order, to
copy from him, but likewife probably the fource of
many obfervations, which, in different places, I may,
under the belief of invention, have repeated, without
quoting their author.

THE ancient philofophers treated of government
eommonly under three heads; the Democratic, the Arifto-

cratic,
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cratic, and the Defpotic. Their attention was chiefly
occupied with the varieties of republican government;
and they paid little regard to a very important diftinc-
tion, which Mr Montefquieu has made, between defpo-
tifin and monarchy. He too has confidered govern-
ment as reducible to three general forms; and, “ to
it is
“ {ufficient to recal ideas which are familiar with men
of the leaft refletion, who admit three definitions,

underftand the nature of each,” he obferves,

“ or rather three facs: That a republic is a ftate in
“ which the people in a colleétive body, or a part of the
41

people, poflefs the fovereign power: That monarchy
“ is that in which one man governs, according to fixed
“ and determinate laws: And a defpotifin is that in
“ which one man, without law, or rule of adminiftra-
tion, by the mere impulfe of will or caprice, decides,
and carries every thing before him.”

RepvuBLics admit of a very material diftin&tion,
which is pointed out in the general definition; that be-
tween democracy and ariftocracy. In the firlt, fupreme
power remains in the hands of the collective bedy.  E-
very office of magiflracy, at the nc mination of this {o-
vereign, is open to every citizen; who, in the difcharge
of his duty, becomes the minifter of the people, and ac-
countable to them for every object of his truft.

3 = ? R e g e

In the fecond, the {overeignty is ledged m a particu-
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lar clafs, or order of men; who, being once named, con
tmue for life; or by the hereditary diftinétions of birth
N 2 and
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and fortune, are advanced to a ftation of permanent
{uperiority. From this order, and by their nomination,
all the offices of magiftracy are filled; and in the dif-
ferent aflemblies which they conftitute, whatever re-
lates to the legiflation, the execution, or jurifdiftion, is

finally determined.

Mr Montefquieu has pointed out the {fentiments or
maxims from which men muft be fuppofed to aé under
thefe different governments.

[+ democracy, they muft love equality; they muft
refpect the rights of their fellow-citizens; they muft
unite by the common ties of aflfeCtion to the ftate. In
forming perfonal pretenfions, they muft be fatisfied
with that degree of confideration they can procure by
their abilities fairly meafured with thofe of an opponent;
they muft labour for the public without hope of profit;
they mufl reject every attempt to create a perfonal de-
pendence. Candour, force, and elevation of mind, in
thort, are the props of democracy; and virtucis the
principle of conduét required to its prefervation.

How beautiful a pre-eminence on the fide of popular
government! and how ardently fhould mankind wifh
for the form, if it tended to eftablifh the principle, or
were, in every inftance, a fure indication of its pre-
fence!

Bur
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Burt perhaps we muft have poflefled the principle,
in order, with any hopes of advantage, to receive the
form; and where the firft is entirely extinguifhed, the
other may be franght with evil, if any additional evil
deferves to be fhunned where men are already un--
happy.

AT Conftantinople or Algiers, it is a thiferable {pec-
tacle when men pretend to a& on a foot of equality : they
only mean to thake off the reftraints of government, and
to feize as much as they can of that {peil, which, in or-
dinary times, is ingroffed by the mafter they ferve.

[T is one advantage of democracy, that the principal
ground of diftinétion being perfonal qualities, men
are clafled according to their abilities, and to the merit
of their aéions. Though all have equal pretenfions to
power, yet the flate is aétually governed by a few.
The majority of the people, even in their capacity of
fovereign, only pretend to employ their {fenfes; to feel,
when prefled by national inconveniencies, or threatened
by public dangers; and with the ardour which 1s
apt to arife in crouded aflemblies, to urge the purfuits
in which they are engaged, or to repel the attacks with

which they are menaced.

THE moft perfet equality of rights can never exclude
the afcendant of fuperior minds, nor the aflemblies of a
colle@ive body govern without the direftion of fe-

leck
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lect councils.  On this account, popular government
may be confounded with ariftocracy. “But this a-
lone does not conftitute the charater of ariftocra-
tical government. Here the members of the flate
are divided, at leaft, into two clafles; of which one is
deftined to command, the other to obey. No merits or
defets can raife or fink a perfon from one clafs to the o-
ther, The only effet of perfonal charadter is, to pro-
cure the individual a fuitable degree of confideration with
his own order, not to vary his rank. In onefituation he
1s taught to aflume, in another to yield the pre-emi-
nence. He occupies the ftation of patron or client, and
15 either the fovereign or the fubje@ of his country. The
whole citizens may unite in executing the plans of ftate,
but never in deliberating on its meafures, or enading its
laws. ‘What belongs to the whole people under demo-
cracy, is here confined to a part. Members of the fupe-
rior order, are among themfelves, poflibly, clafled accor-
ding to their abilities, but retain a perpetual afcendant
over thofe of inferior ftation. They are at once the fer-
vants and the mafters of the ftate, and pay with their per-
fonal attendance and their blood for the civil or military

honours they enjoy.

To maintain for himfelf, and to admit in his fellow-
citizen, a perfe equality of privilege and flation, is no
longer the leading maxim of the member of fuch a com-
munity. The rights of men are modified by their condi-
tion. One order claims more than it is willing to yield ;

the
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the other muft be ready to yield what it does not affume
to itfelf: and it is with good reafon that Mr Montef-
quicu gives to the principle of fuch governments the
name of moderation, not of wirtue.

THE elevation of one clafs is a moderated arrogance ;
the fubmiilion of the othera limited deference. The firft
muft be careful, by concealing the invidious part of their
diftinéion, to palliate what is grievous in the public ar-
rangement, and by their education, their cultivated
manners, and improved talents, to appear -qualified
for the ftations they occupy. The other muft be raught
to yield, from refpect and perfonal attachment, what
could not otherwife be extorted by force. When this
moderation fails on either fide, the conflitution totters,
A populace enraged to mutiny, may claim the right of
equality to which they are admitted in democratical
{tates; or a nobility bent on dominion, may chufe among.
themfelves, or find already pointed out to them, a fove-
reign, who, by advantages of fortune, popularity, or
abilities, is ready to feize for his own family, that en-
vied power, which has already carried his order beyond
the limits of moderation, and infeted particular men
with 2 boundlefs ambition.

MoxarcHIEs have accordingly been found with the
recent marks of ariltocracy. There, however, the mo-
narch is only the fir{t among the nobles ; he muft be {a-
tisfied with a limited power ; his fubjedts are ranged in-
to clafles ; he finds on every quarter a pretence to privi-
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lege, that circumfcribes his authority; and he finds a
force fafficient to confine his adminiitration within cer-
tain bounds of equity, and determinate laws.

UxpEr fach governments, however, the love of equa-
lity is prepofterous, and moderation itfelf is unneceflary.
The object of every rank is precedency, and every order
may difplay its advantages to their full extent, The fo-
vereign himfelf owes great part of his authority to the
founding titles and the dazzling equipage which he exhi-
bits in public. The fubordinate ranks lay claim to im-
portance by a like exhibition, and for that purpofe carry
in every inftant the enfigns of their birth, or the orna-
ments of their fortune. What elfe could mark out to the
individual the relation in which he ftands to his fellow-
fubjecs, or diftinguifh the numberlefs ranks that fill up
the interval between the ftate of the fovereign and that of
the peafant? Or what elfe could, in ftates of a great ex-
tent, preferve any appearance of order, among members
difunited by ambition and intereft, and dchmcd to form
a community, without the fenfe of any common con-
cern?

MoxarcHIEs are generally found, where the ftate is
enlarged in population and in territory, beyond the num-
bers and dimenfions that are confiftent with republican
government. Together with thefe circumftances, greae
mequalities arife in the diftribution of propui'tv; and the
defire of pre-eminence becomes the predominant paflion,
Every rank would exercife its prerogative, and the fove-
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reign is perpetually tempted to enlarge his own ; if fub-
jects, who defpair of precedence, plead for cquality, he
is willing to favour their claims, and to aid them in pro-
curing what muft weaken a force, with which he him-
felf is, on many occafions, obliged to contend. In the
event of fuch a policy, many invidious diitin@ions and
grievances peculiar to monarchical government, may, in
appearance, be removed; but the ftate of equality to
which the fubjects approach, is that of flaves, equally
dependent on the will of a mafter, not that of freemen
in a condition to maintain their own.

THE principle of monarchy, according to Montef-
quien, is honour. Men may poflefs good qualities, ele-
vation of mind, and fortitude; but the fenfe of equality,
that will bear no incroachment on the perfonal rights of' the
meaneft citizen ; theindignant fpirit, that will not court a
protection, nor accept as a favour, what is due as a
right; the public affe@ion, which is founded on the ne-
glect of perfonal confiderations, are neither confiftent with
the prefervation of the conftitution, nor agreeable to the
habits acquired in any ftation afligned to 1ts members.

EvERY condition is poffeflfed of peculiar dignity, and
points out a propriety of condué, which men of {tation
are obliged to maintain. In the commerce of fuperiors
and inferiors, it is the objed of ambition, and of vani-
ty, to refine on the advantages of rank; while, to ficili-
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tate the intercourfe of polite fociety, it is the aim of
oood breeding, to difguife or reject them.

TrHouGH the obje@s of confideration are rather
the dignities of ftation than perfonal qualities ; though
friendfhip cannot be formed by mere inclination, nor al-
liances by the mere choiceof the heart; yet men {o united,
and even without changing their order, are highly fuf-
ceptible of moral excellence, or hable to many different
degrees of corruption. They may a& a vigorous part as
members of the {tate, an amiable one in the commerce of
private fociety ; or they may yield up their dignity as ci-
tizens, even while they raife their arrogance and prefump-
tion as private partics.

I~ monarchy, all orders of men derive their honours
from the crown; but they continue to hold them as a
right, and they exercife a fubordinate power in the ftate,
founded on the permanent rank they enjoy, and on the
attachment of thofe whom they are appointed to lead and
prote&t. Though they do not force themfelves into na-
tional councils, and. public affemblies, and though the
name of fenate is unknown ; yet the fentiments they ad-
opt muit have weight with the fovereign ; and every
individual, in his feparate capacity, in fome meafure, de=
liberates for his country. In whatever dees not derogate
from his rank, he has an arm ready to {ferve the com-
munity ; in whatever alarms his {enfc of honour, he has
averfions and diflikes, which amount to 2 negative on the
will of his prince.

INTANGLED
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:
INTANGLED together by the reciprocal ties of de-
pendence and protection, though not combined by the
fenfe of a common intereft, the fubje@s of monarchy,
like thofe of republics, find themfelves occupied as the
members of an active fociety, and engaged to treat with
their fellow-creatures on a liberal footing. If thofe
principles of honour which fave the individual from fer-
vility in his own perfon, or from becoming an engine of
oppreflionin the hands of another, fhould fail; if they
ihould give way to the maxims of commerce, to the re-
finements of a fuppofed philofophy, or to the mifplaced
ardours of a republican {piric; if they are betrayed by
the cowardice of fubjects, or fubdued by the ambition of
princes ; what muft become of the nations of Europe?

DEesroTisym is monarchy corrupted,in which a court and
a prince in appearance remain, butin which every fubordi-
nate rank is deftroyed; in which the fubjeét is told, that he
has no rights; that he cannot poffefs any property, nor
fill any ftation, independent of the momentary will of his
prince. Thefe docéirines are founded on the maxims of
conqueft ; they muft be inculcated with the whip and the
iword ; and are beft received under the terror of chains
and imprifonment. Fear, therefore, is the principle
which qualifies the fubje@ to occupy his ftation: and
the fovereign, who holds out the enfizns of terror fo free-
ly to others, has abundant reafon to give this paflion a
principal place with himfelf. That tenure which he has
devifed for the rights of others, is foon applied to his
own; and from his eager defire to fecure, or to extend,

Q= his
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his power, he finds it become, like the fortunes of his
people, a creature of mere imagination and unfettled ca-

price.

, WiHiLsT we thus, with {fo much accuracy, can

il '."H,"' aflipn the ideal limits that may diftinguith confti-
il g , g

1 elin . ~ - - -

Rhobith * | tutions of covernment, we find them, in reality, both
! | o ? oJ
i in refpe@t to the principle and the form, varioufly
1S e blended together. In what fociety are mnot men
! N

"

clafled by external diftinctions, as well as perfonal
qualities ! In what flate are they not actuated by a va-
riety of principles; juftice, honour, moderation, and
fear? It is the purpofe of fcience, not to difguife this
confufion in its objeét, but, in the multiplicity and com-
bination of particulars, to find the principal points which

deferve our attention, and which, being well underftood,
{ave us from the embarraflment which the wvarieties of
fingular cafes might otherwife create. In the fame degree
in which governments require men to act from principles
of virtue, of honour, or of fear, they are more or lefs
fully comprifed under the heads of republic, monarchy,
or defporifm, and the general theory is more or lefs appli-

cable to their particular cafe.

Forys of government, 1n fa®t, mutually approach
or recede by many, and often infenfible gradations. De-
mocracy, by admitting certain inequalities of rank, ap-
proaches to ariftocracy. In popular, as well as anfto-

cratical governments, particular men, by their perfo-
nal authority, and {oinstimes by the credit of their fami-
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ly, have maintained a {pecies of monarchical power.
The monarch is limited in different degrees: even the
defpotic prince is only that monarch whofe {ubje@s claim
the feweft privileges, or who is himfelf beft prepared to
fubdue them by force. All thefe varieties are but fteps
in the hiftory of mankind, and mark the fleeting and
rranfient fituations through which they have pafled,
while fupported by virtue, or deprefled by vice.
PerrFECT democracy and defpotifm appear to be the
oppolite extremes to which conftitutions of govern-
ment are fometimes carried. Under the firft, a per-
fe@ virtue is required; under the fecond, a tetal corrup-
tion is fuppofed: yet in point of mere form, there being
nothing fixed in the ranks and diftintions of men, beyond
the cafual and temporary pofleflion of power, focieties
eafily pafs from a condition inwhich cvery individual has
an equal title to reign, 1nto one in which they are equal-
ly deftined to ferve. The fame qualities in both, cou-
rage, popularity, addrefs, and military condué, raife
the ambitious to eminence. With thefe quahues, the
citizen or the flave eafily pafles from the-ranks to the
command of an army, from an obfcure to an illuftrious
ftation. In either, a fingle perfon may rule with

unlimited fway; and in both, the populace may break

&

down everv barrier of order, and reftraint of law.

~ SR 1 Tie Ratlhiihed ar nor tha
Ir we fuppofe that the equaiity eftablilhed among toe
fubjeéts of a defpotic ftate, has infpired its members with
&
.

I
o : sl 1l won ok tice « the de
confidence, 1.1}{1‘3}111‘1&_\', and the love of jullice ; thae de-
1'1101‘3-




110 Of National Felicity. PattE

fpotic prince, having ceafed to be an object of fear, muft
fink among the croud. If, on the contrary, the perfonal
equality which is enjoyed by the members of a demo-
cratical ftate, thould be valued merely as an equal pre-
tenfion to the objects of avarice and ambition, the mo-
narch may ftart up anew, and be fupported by thofe
who mean to {hare in his profits. When the covetous
and mercenary aflfemble in parties, ,it is of no con-
fequence under what leader they inlift, whether Ce-
{ar or Pompey ; the hopes of rapine or power are the
only motives from which they become attached to ei-
ther.

In the diforder of corrupted focieties, the feene
has been frequently changed from democracy to defpo-
tifm, and from the laft too, in its turn, to the fir(L
From amidft the democracy of corrupt men, and from
a fcene of lawlefs confufion, the tyrant afcends a
throne with arms reeking in blood.  But his abufes, or
his weaknefles, in the ftation which he has gained, in
their turn, awaken and give way to the {pirit of mutiny
and revenge.  The cries of murder and defolation,
which in the ordinary courfe of military government
terrified the fubje¢t in his private retreat, are carried
through the vaults, and made to pierce the grates and
iron doors of the feraglio. Democracy feems to revive
in a fcene of wild diforder and tumult: but both the
extremes are but the tranfient fits of paroxyfin or lan-
guor 1n a diftempered flate.

Ir
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Ir men be any where arrived at this meafure of depravi-
ty, there appears no immediate hope of redrefs. Neither
the afcendency of the multitude, nor that of the tyrant,
‘will fecure the adminiftration of juftice: neither the li-
cence of mere tumult, nor the calm of dejection and fer-
vitnde, will teach the citizen that he was born for candour
and affe@ion to his fellow- creatures. And if the {pecula-
tive would find that habitual ftate of war which they are
fometimes pleafed to honour with the name of the fate
of nature, they will find it in the conteft that fubfifts be-
tween the defpotical prince and his fubjects, not in the
firlt approaches of a rude and fimple tribe to the condi-
tion and the domeftic arrangement of nations.
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