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Sect. 1. the State of Nature. I

tions of men are equally the refult of their nature. At
moft, this language can only refer to the general and
prevailing fenfe or practice of mankind; and the pur-
pofe of every important inquiry on this fubjet may be
ferved by the ufe of a language equally familiar and
more precife. What is jufl, or unjuft? What is happy,
or wretched, in the manners of men? What, in their va-
rious fituations, is favourable or adverfe to their amiable
qualities? are queftions to which we may expect a fatil-
factory anfwer; and whatever may have been the ori-
ginal ftate of our fpecies, it is of more importance to
know the condition to which we ourfelves {hould afpire,

than that which our anceftors may be fuppofed to have
left.
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Of the principles of Self-prefervation.

EF in human nature there are qualities by which it
is diftinguifhed from every other part of the animal
creation, men are themfelves in different climates and in
different ages greatly diverfified. So far as we are able
to account for this diverfity on principles either moral
or phyfical, we perform a tafk of great curiofity or fig-
nal utility. It appears neceflary, however, that we at-
tend to the univerfal qualities of our nature, before we
regard its varieties, or attempt to explain diflerences con-
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16 Of the principles PartT.

fiting in the unequal pofieflion or application of dif; po-
fitions and powers thar are in fome meafure common to
all mankind.

Man, like the other animals, has certain inflin@ive
propenfities, which, prior to the perception of pleafure
or pain, and prior to the experience of what is perni-
cious or ufeful, lead him to perform many funions of
nature relative to himfelf and to his fellow-creatures.
He has one fet of difpofitions which refer to his animal
prefervation, and to the continuance of his race; ano-
ther which lead to fociety, and by inlifting him on the
fide of one tribe or community, frequently engage him
in war and contention with the reft of mankind. His
powers of difcernment, or his intelle@ual faculties,
which, under the appellation of reafon, are d:l’uurm:fhr_d
from the analogous endowments of other animals, refer
to the objects around him, either as they are fubjes of
mere knowledge, or as they are fubjects of approbation
or cenfure.  He is formed not only to know, but like-
wife to admire and to contemn ; and thefe proceedings of
his mind have a principal reference to his own character,
and to that of his fellow-creatures, as being the fubjects
on which he is chiefly concerned to (!]{'Lll'l:“lll”] what is
rightfrom what is wrong. He enjoys his felicity likewife
on certain fixed and determinate conditions ; and cither as
anindividual apart, or as a member of civil fociety, muft
take a particular courfe in order to reap the advantages
of his nature. He i, withal, in a very high degree
fufceptible of habits; and can, by forbearance or exer-
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Sect. 2, of Self-prefervation. 17

cife, fo far weaken, confirm, or even diverfify his ta-
lents, and his difpofitions, as to appear, in a great mea-
fure, the arbiter of his own rank in nature, and the au-
thor of all the varieties which are exhibited in the actual
hiftory of his fpecies. 'The univerfal charateriftics, in
the mean time, to which we have now referred, muft,
when we would treat of any part of this hiftory, confti-
tute the firft fubject of our attention; and they require
not only to be enumerated, but to be diftinétly confi-
dered.

THE difpofitions which refer to the prefervation of
the individual, while they continue to operate in the
manner of inflinéive defires, are nearly the fame in man
that they are in the other animals: but in him they are
fooner or later combined with reflection and forefight;
they give rife to his apprehenfions on the fubjeét of pro-
perty, and make him acquainted with that objet of
care which he calls his intereft. Without the inftinéts
which teach the beaver and the {quirrel, the ant and the
bee, to make up their little hoards for winter, ar firft
improvident, and, where no immediate objec of pailion
15 near, addi@ed to floth, he becomes, in procefs of
time, the great ftoremafter among animals. He finds in
a provifion of wealth, which he is probably never to
employ, an object of his greateft folicitude, and the prin-
cipal idol of his mind. He apprehends a relarion be-
tween his perfon and his property, which renders what
he calls his own in a manner a part of himfelf, a confti-
tuent of his rank, his condition, and his chara&er, in
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18 Of the principles Part[.

which, independent of any real enjoyment, he may be
fortunate or unhappy; and, independent of any per-
fonal merit, he may be an object of cenfideration or ne-
gle@t; and in which he may be wounded and injured,
while his perfon is fafe, and every want of his mnarure
completely fupplied.

IN thefe apprehenfions, while other paflions only ope-
rate occalionally, the interefted find the objeét of their
ordinary cares; their motive to the pracice of mechanic
and commercial arts ; their temptation to trefpafs on the
laws of juftice ; and, when extremely corrupted, the
price of their proftitutions, and the ftandard of their
opinions on the fubject of good and of evil. Under this
influence, they would enter, if not reftrained by the laws
of civil {ociety, on a {cene of violence or meannefs, which
would exhibit our fpecies, by turns, under an afpect
more terrible and odious, or more vile and contemptible,
than that of any animal which inherits the earth.

ArTHoUGH the confideration of intereft is founded
on the experience of animal wants and defires, its objec
is not to gratify any particular appetite, but to fecure
the means of gratifying all; and it impofes frequently a
reftraint on the very defires from which it arofe, more
powerful and more fevere than thofe of religion or du-
ty. It ariles from the principles of felf-prefervation in
the human frame; butis a corruption, or at leaft a par-
tial refult, of chofe principles, and is upon many accounts
very improperly termed /jelf~love,

love
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LovE is an affe¢tion which carries the attention of the
mind beyond itfelf, and has a quality, which we call fx-
dernefs, that never can accompany the confiderations of
intereft. This affe&ion being a complacency and a con-
tinued fatisfaction in its obje, independent of any exter-
nal event, it has, in the midft of difappointment and
forrow, pleafures and triumphs unknown to thofe whe
a@ without any regard to their fellow-creatures ; and in
every change of condition, ‘it continues entirely diftinct
from the fentiments which we feel on the fubject of per-
fonal fuccefs or adverfity. But as the care a man enter-
tains for his own intereft, and the attention his affection
makes him pay to that of another, may have fimilar ef-
fects, the one on his own fortune, the other on that of
his friend, we confound the principles from which he
as; we fuppofe that they are the fame in kind, only
referred to different objedts; and we not only mifapply
the name of love, in conjunétion with felf, but, in a
manner tending to degrade our nature, we limit the aim
of this fuppofed felfith affeCtion to the fecuring or accu-
mulating the conflituents of intereft, or the means of
mere animal life.

IT is fomewhat remarkable, that notwithftanding men
value themfelves fo much on gualities of rhe mind, on
parts, learning and wit, on courage, generofity, and ho-
nour, thofe men are ftill fuppofed to be in the higheft
degree {elfifh or attentive to themfelves, who are moft
careful of animal life, and who are leaft mindful of ren-
dering that life an object worthy of care. It will be dif-

Gz ficult,




20 Of the principles Part L.

ficult, however, to tell why a good underftanding, a re-
{olute and generous mind, fhould not, by every man in
his fenfes, be reckoned as much parts of himfelf, as ei-
ther his {tomach or his palate, and much more than his
eftate or his drefs. The epicure, who confults his phyfi-
cian, how he may reftore his relifh for food, and by crea-
ting an appetite, may increafe the means of enjoyment,
might at leaft with an equal regard to himf:If, confult
how he might ftrengthen his affe@ion to a parent or a
child, to his country or to mankind ; and it is probable
that an appetite of this fort would prove a fource of en-
joyment not lefs than the former.

By our fuppofed felfith maxims, notwithftanding, we
generally exclude from among the obje@s of our perfonal
cares, many of the happier and more refpetable quali-
ties of human nature. We confider affe®ion and cou-
rage as mere follies, that lead us to negle® or expofe:
ourfelves ; we make wifdom confift in a regard to our
intereft ; and without explaining what intereft means,
we would have it underftood as the only reafonable mo-
tive of action with mankind. There is even a fyftem of
philofophy founded upon tenets of this fort, and fuch is
our opinion of what men are likely to do upon felfith
principles, that we think it muft have a tendency very
dangerous to virtue. But the errors of this fyftem do
not confift fo much in general principles, as in their par-
ticular applications ; nor fo much in teaching men to re-
gard themfelves, asin leading them to forget that their
happieft affections, their candour, and their indepen-

dence
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dence of mind, are in reality parts of themfelves. And
the adverfaries of this {uppofed felfith philofophy, where
it makes felf-love the ruling paflion with mankind, have
had reafon to find fault, not fo much with its general re-
prefentations of human nature, as with the ebtrufion of
a mere innovation in language for a diftovery in {cience.

WHEN the vulgar {peak of their different motives,
they are fatisfied wirth ordinary names, which refer to
known and obvious diftincions. Of this kind are the
terms benevolence and Jelfifbnefs, by which they exprefs
their defire of the welfare of others, or the care of their
own. The fpeculative are not always fatisfied with this
proceeding ; they would analyze, as well as enumerate
the principles of nature; and the chance is, that, merely
to gain the appearance of {omething new, without any
profpe of real advantage, they will difturb the order
of vulgar apprehenfion. In the cafe before us, they have
actually found, that benevolence is no more than a fpe-
cies of {elf-love; and would oblige us, if poflible, to look
out for a new fet of words, by which we may diftinguifh
the {elfithnefs of the parent when he takes care of his
child, from his {elfifhne(s when he only takes care of
himfelf. For according to this philofophy, as in beth
cafes he only means to gratify a defire of his ewn, ke is
in both cafes equally felfith. The term Jemcvolent, in the
mean time, is not employed to chara@erife perfons who
have no defires of their own, but perfons whofe own de
fires prompt them to procure the welfare of others. The
fact is, that we fhould need only a frefh fupply of lan-

or -
guage,




22 Of the principles Parcl,

guage, inftead of that which by this eeming difcovery
we {hould have loft, in order to make the reafonings of
men proceed as they formerly did. But it is certainly
impoffible to live and to a@ with men, without employ-
ing different names to diftinguith the humane from the
cruel, and the benevolent from the felffh.

THESE terms have their equivalents in every tongue ;
they. were invented by men of no refinement, who only
meant to exprefls what they diftinély perceived or {trong-
ly felt. Andifa man of fpeculation {hould prove that
we are felfith in a fenfe of his own, it does not follow
that weare fo in the fenfe of the vulgar; or, as ordinary
men would underftand his conclufion, that we are con-
demned in every inftance to a& on motives of interefl,
covetoufnefs, pufillanimity, and cowardice; for fuch is
conceived to be the ordinary import of felfithnefs in the
charader of man,

Ax affedtion or paffion of any kind is fometimes faid
to give us an intereft in its obje ; and humaniry itfelf
gives an intereft in the welfare of mankind. This term
anterefl, which commonly implies little more than our re-
gard to property, is fometimes put for utility in general,
and this for happinefs ; infomuch thar, under thefe am-
biguities, it is not furprifing we are ftill unable to deter-
mine, whether intereft is the only motive of human aétion,
and the ftandard by which to diftinguifh our good from
our ill.
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