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OF Intellefiual Powers. Part I,

B il ol L
Of Intelleitual Powers.

Rﬁ;‘m ¥ attempts have been made to’ analyze the dift
pofitions which we have now enumerated; but
one purpofe of {cience, perhaps the moft important, is
ferved, when the exiftence of a difpofition is eftablifhed.
Weare more concerned inits reality, and in its confequen-
ces, than we are in its origin, or manner of formation.

THE fame obfervation may be applied to the other
powers and faculties of our nature. Their exiftence and
ufe are the principal objecls of our ftudy. Thinking and
reafoning, we fay, are the operations of fome faculty ;
but in what manner the faculties of thought or reafon re-
main, when they are not exerted, or by what difference
in the frame they are unequal in different perfons, are
queftions which we cannot refolve. Their operations a-
lone difcover them: when unapplied, they lie hid even
from the perfon to whom they pertain ; and their a@ion
is fo much a part of their nature, that the faculty itfelf,
in many cafes, is fearcely to be diftinguithed from a ha-

bit acquired in its frequent exertion.

Persoxs who are occupied with different fubjecis,

who act in different ftenes, generally appear to have dif-

ferent
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ferent talents, or at leaft to have the fame faculties va-
rioufly formed, and fuited to different purpofes. The
peculiar genius of nations, as well as of individuals,
may in this manner arife from the ftate of their fortunes.
And it is proper that we endeavour to find fome rule, by
which to judge of what is admirable in the capacitics of
men, or fortunate in the application of their faculties,
before we venture to pafs a judgement on this branch of
their merits, or pretend to meafure the degree of refpect

they may claim by their different attainments.

To receive the informations of fenfe, is perhaps the
earlielt funion of an animal combined with an intel-
lectual nature ; and one great accomplithment of the li-
ving agent confifts in the force and fenfibility of his ani-
mal organs. The pleafures or pains to which he is expo-
{fed from this quarter, conftitute to him an important
difference between the obje¢ts which are thus brought to
his knowledge; and it concerns him to diftinguifh well,
before he commits himfelf to the direction of appetite.
He muft fcrutinize the objects of one fenfe by the per-
ceptions of another; examine with the eye, before he
ventures to touch ; and employ every means of obferva-
tion, before he gratifies the appetites of thirft and of
hunger. A difcernment acquired by experience, becomes
a faculty of his mind ; and the inferences of thought are
fometimes not to be diftinguifhed from the perceptions
of {enfe.

THE
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THE obje@s around us, befide their {eparate appear-
ances, liave their relations to one another. They fuggeft,
when compared, what would not occur when they are
confidered apart; they have their effe@s, and mutual in-
fluences; they exhibit, in like circumftances, {imilar o-
perations, and uniform confequences. When we have
found and exprefled the points in which the uniformity
of their operations confifts, we have afcertained a phy-
fical law. Many fuch laws, and even the moft 1M por-
tant, are known to the vulgar, and occur upon the fmal-
left degrees of refletion: but others are hid under a
feeming confufion, which ordinary talents cannot re-
move; and are therefore the objeéts of ftudy, long obfer-
vation, and fuperior capacity. The facultics of penetra-
tion and judgement, are, by men of bufinefs, as well as
of fcience, employed to unravel intricacics of this fort ;
and the degree of fagacity with which either is endow-
ed, is to be meafured by the fuccefs with which they are
able to find general rules, applicable to a variety of cafes
that feemed to have nothing in common, and to difcover
important diftinQions between fubjes which the vulgar
are apt to confound.

To colle&t a multiplicity of particulars under general
heads, and to refer a variety of operations to their com-
mon principle, is the obje® of ftience. To do the fame
thing, at leaft within the range of his a@ive engage-

ments, pertains to the man of pleafure, or bufinefs:

and 1t would feem, that the ftudious and the aclive are
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fo far employed in the fame tafk, from obfervation and
experience, to find the general views under which theis
objects may be confidered, and the rules which may be
ufefully applied in the detail of their condué&t. They do
not always apply their talents to different {ubjects; and
they feem to be diftinguifhed chiefly by the unequal reach
and variety of their remarks, or by the intentions which
they feverally have in colleting them.

WHiILsT men continue to act from appetites and paf-
fions, leading to the attainment of external ends, they
feldom quit the view of their objets in detail, to go far
in the road of general inquiries, They meafurée the ex-
tent of their own abilities, by the promptitude with
which they apprehend what is important in every fubjeé,
and the facility with which they extricate themfelves on
every trying occafion. And thefe, it muft be confefled,
to a being who is deftined to a& in the midft of difficul-
ties, are the proper teft of capacity and force. 'The pa-
rade of words, and general reafonings, which fometimes
carry an appearance of {fo much learning and knowledge,
are of little avail in the condu@ of life. The talents
from which they proceed, terminate in mere oftentation,
and are feldom connected with that {uperior difcernment
which the adtive apply in times of perplexity; much lefs
with that intrepidity and force of mind which are requi-
ved in pafling through difficult {cenes.

THE abilities of adtive men, however, have a variety
correfponding to that of the fubje@s on which they are
F occupied,
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occupted. A fagacity applied to external and inanimate
nature, forms one {pecies of capacity; that which is turn-
ed to fociety and human affairs, another. Reputation
for parts in any fcene is equivocal, till we know by what
kind of exertion that reputationis gained. That they un-
derftand well the fubjeéts to which they apply, is all that
can be faid, in commending men of the greateft abilities :
and every department, every profeilion, would have its
great men, if there were not a choice of objeéts for the
underftanding, and of talents for the mind, as well as of
tentiments for the heart, and of habits for the a&ive cha-
racter.

Toe meaneft profeflions, indeed, fo far fometimes
forget themielves, or the reft of mankind, as to arrogate,
in commending what 1s diftinguithed in their own
way, every epithet the moft refpeftable claim as the
right of {uperior abilitics. Every mechanic is a great
man with the learner,and the humble admirer, in his par-
ticular calling ; and we can, perhaps, with more affurance
pronounce what it is that fhould make a man happy and
amiable, than what {hould make his abilities refpected,
and his genius admired. This, upon a view of the ta-
lents themfelves, may perhaps be impoflible. The ef-
fect, however, will point out the rule and the ftandard of
our judgement. To be admired and refpected, is to have
an afcendant among men. The talents which moft di-
retly procure that afcendant, are thofe which operate on
mankind, penetrate their views, prevent their wifhes, or
fruftrate their defigns.  The fuperior capacity leads with

a
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a fuperior energy, where every individual would go, and
fhews the hefitating and the irrefolute a clear paffage to
the attainment of their ends.

THis defcription does not pertain to any particular
craft or profeflion ; or perhaps it implies a kind of ability,
which the {eparate application of men to particular cal-
lings, only tends to {fupprefs or to weaken. Where fhall
we find the talents which are fit to a& with men in a
colleftive body, if we break that bedy into parts, and
confine the obfervation of each to a feparate track!

To a& in the view of his fellow-creatures, to produce
his mind in public, to give it all the exercife of fenti-
ment ‘and thought, which pertain to man as a member
of fociety, as a friend, or an enemy, feems to be the
principal calling and occupation of his nature. If he
mutft labour, that he may fubfift, he can fubfift for no
better purpofe than the good of mankind ; nor can he
have better talents than thofe which qualify him to a&
with men. Here, indeed, the underftanding appears to
borrow very much from the paflions; and there is a feli-
city of conduét in human affairs,in which it is difficult to
diftinguifh the promptitude of the head from the ardour
and fenfibility of the heart. Where both are united, they
conftitute that fuperiority of mind, the fr,qm.m.-, of
which among men, in particular ages and nations, much
more than the progrefs they have made in {fpeculation,
or in the pradtice of mechanic and liberal arts, fhould

E ~
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determine the rate of their genius, and aflign the palm of
diftin&ion and honour.

WHEN nations fucceed one another in the career of
difcoveries and inquiries, the laft is always the moft
knowing. Syftems of fcience are gradually formed. The
olobe itfelf is traverfed by degrees, and the hiftory of e-
very age, when paft, is an acceflion of knowledge to
thofe who fucceed. The Romans were more knowing
than the Greeks; and every fcholar of modern Europe
is, in this fenfe, more learned than the moft accomplifh-
ed perfon that ever bore either of thofe celebrated names.
But is he on that account their fuperior?

MEeN are to be eftimated, not from what they know,
but from what they are able to perform; from their fkill
in adapting materials to the feveral purpofes of life;
from their vigour and condu@ in purfuing the objecs of
policy, and in finding the expedients of war and national
defence. Even in literature, they are to be eftimated
from the works of their genius, not from the extent of
their knowledge. The fcene of mere obfervation was ex-
tremely limited in a Grecian republic; and the buftle of
an acive life appeared inconfiftent with ftudy: but
there the human mind, notwithftanding, collected 1its
greateft abilities, and received its beft informations, in
the midft of fiweat and of duft.

IT is peculiar to modern Europe, to reft fo much of
the human character on what may be learned in re-
tirement,
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tirement, and’ from the information of books. A juft
admiration of ancient literature, an opinion that hu-
man fentiment, and human reafon, without this aid,
were to have vanithed from the focieties of men, have
led us into the fhade, where we endeavour to derive from
imagination and thought, what is in reality matter of ex-
perience and fentiment : and we endeavour, through the
grammar of dead languages, and the channel of commenta-
tors, to arrive at the beauties of thought and elocution,
which fprang from the animated {pirit of fociety, and were
taken from the living impreflions of an ative life. Our
attainments are frequently limited to the elements of eve-
ry {cience, and feldom reach to that enlargement of abi-
lity and power which ufeful knowledge fhould give.
Like mathematicians, who ftudy the Elements of Euclid,
but never think of menfuration, we read of focieties, ‘but
do not propofe to act ' with men :- we repeat the language
of politics, but feel not the fpirit of nations: we attend
to the formalities of a military difcipline, but know not
how to employ numbers of men to obtain any purpofe by
ftratagem or force.

Bur for what end, it may faid, point out a mif-
fortune that cannot be remedied? If national affairs call-
ed for exertion, the genius of men would awake; but
in the recefs of better employment, the time which is
beftowed on ftudy, if even attended with no other ad-
vantage, ferves to occupy with innocence the hours of
Jeifure, and {et bounds to the purfuit of ruinous and fri-
volous amufements. From no better reafon than this,

we
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we employ fo many of our early years, under the rod,
to acquire what it 1s not expeted we fhould retain be-
yond the threfhold of the fchool; and whilft we carry
the fame frivolous characer in our ftudies that we do in
our amufements, the human mind could not fuffer more
from a contempt of letters, than it does from the falfe
umportance which is given to literature, as a bufinefs for
life, nor as a help to our condu@, and the means of
forming a charader that may be happy in itfelf, and
ufeful to mankind.

[¢ that time which is pafled in relaxing the powers of
the mind, and in with-holding every obje@ but what
tends to weaken and to corrupt, were employed in for-
tifying thofe powers, and in teaching the mind to re-
cognile its obje@s, and its {ftrength, we fhould not, at
the years of maturity, be fo much at a lofs for occupa-
tion; nor, in attending the chances of a gaming-table,
mifemploy our talents, or wafte the fire which remains
in the breaft. They, at leaft, who by their ftations have
a fhare in the government of their country, might be-
lieve themfelves capable of bufinefs; and whj
had its armies and councils, might find
to amufe, without throwing a

le the ftate
objeéts enough
perfonal fortune into ha-
zard, merely to cure the yawnings of a liftlefs and infig-
nificant life. It is impoflible for ever to maintain the
tene of {peculation; it is impoflible not fometimes to feel
that we live 2 mong men,

SECT.
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