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Of Moral Sentiment.

T Pon a flight obfervation of what paffes in human

/" life, we thould be apt to conclude, that the care of
fubfiftence is the principal {pring of human actions. This
confideration leads to the invention and practice of me-
chanical arts; it ferves to diftinguifh amufement from
bufinefs; and, with many, fcarcely admits into compe-
tition any other fubjeét of purfuit or attention. The
mighty advantages of property and fortune, when ftript
of the recommendations they derive from vanity, or the
more ferious regards to independence and power, only
mean a provifion that 'is made for animal enjoyment;
and if our folicitude on this fubjedl were removed, not
only the toils of the mechanic, but the ftudies of the
learned, would ceafe ; every department of public bufinefs
would become unneceflary; every {enate-houfe would
be fhut up, and every palace deferted.

Is man therefore, in refpect to his objec, to be clafled
with the mere brutes, and only to be diftinguithed by
faculties that qualify him to multiply contrivances for
the fupport and convenience of animal life, and by the
extent of a fancy that renders the care-of animal prefer-
vation to him more burdenfome than it 1s to the herd
with which he fhares in the bounty of nature? If this

were
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were his cafe, the joy which attends on fuccefs, or the
griefs which arife from difappointment, would make the
fum of his pafhons. The torrent that wafted, or the
inundation that enriched his pofleflions, would give him
all the emotion with which he is feized, on the occafion
of a wrong by which his fortunes are impaired, or of a
benefit by which they are preferved and enlarged. His
fellow-creatures would be confidered merely as they af-
feCted his intereft. Profit or lofs would ferve to mark
the event of every tranfaction; and the epithets u/éful or
detiimental would ferve to diftinguifh his mates in fociety,
as they do the tree which bears plenty of fruit, from that
which ferves only to cumber the ground, or intercept
his view.

Tuis, however, is not the hiftory of our {pecies.
‘What comes from a fellow-creature is received with pe-
culiar attention ; and every language abounds with terms
that exprefs fomewhat in the tranfactions of men, differ-
ent from fuccefs and dilappointment. The bofom kin-
dles in company, while the point of intereft in view has
nothing to inflame; and a matter frivolous in itfelf, be-
comes important, when it {ferves to bring to light the
intentions and charaters of men. The foreigner, who
believed that Othello, on the ftage, was enraged for the
lofs of his handkerchief, was not more miftaken, than the
reafoner who imputes any of the more vehement paflions
of men to the impreflions of mere profit or lofs,
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MEew aflemble to deliberate on bufinefs ; they feparate
from jealoufies of intereft; butin their feveral collifions,
whether as friends or as enemies, a fire is ftruck out
which the regards to intereft or fafety cannot confine.
The value of a favour is not meafured when fentiments
of kindnefs are perceived; and the term musfortune has
but a feeble meaning, when compared to that of in/ult
and wwrong.

As ators or {peflators, we are perpetually made to
feel the difference of human condu&, and from a bare
recital of tranfaciions which have paflfed in ages and
countries remote from our own, are moved with admira-
tion and pity, or tranfported with indignation and rage.
QOur fenfibility on this {ubject gives their charm, in re-
tirement, to the relations of hiftory, and to the fictions
of poetry ; fends forth the tear of compatflion, gives to
the blood its brifkeft movement, and to the eye its live-
lielt glances of difpleafure or joy. It turns human life
into an interefting {pe@acle, and perpetually folicits even
the indolent to mix, as opponents or friends, in the
{cenes which are aded before them. Joined to the
powers of deliberation and reafon, it conflitutes the ba-
fis of a moral nature; and whillt it dictates the terms of
praife and of blame, {erves to clafs our fellow-creatures
by the moft admirable and engaging, or the moit odious

and contemptible, denominations.

IT is pleafant to find men, who, in their {peculations,
deny the reality of moral diftin@ions, forget in detail the
G general
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general pofitions they maintain, and give loofe to ridi-
cule, indignation, and fcorn, as if any of thefe fenti-
ments could have place, were the a&ions of men indiffer-
ent; and with acrimony pretend to dete@ the fraud by
which moral reftraints have been impofed, as if to cen-
fure a fraud were not already to take a part on the fide
of morality ¥*.

Can we explain the principles upon which man-
kind adjudge the preference of characers, and upon
which they indulge fuch vehement emotions of admira-
tion or contempt? If it be admitted that we cannot, are
the fadls lefs true! or muft we fufpend the movements
of the heart until they who are employed in framing {y-
ftems of {cience have difcovered the principle from which
thofe movements proceed? If a finger burn, we care
not for information on the properties of fire: if the heart
be torn, or the mind overjoyed, we have not leifure for
{peculations on the fubject of moral fenfibility.

[T is fortunate in this, as in other articles to which
{peculation and theory are applied, that nature proceeds
in her courfe, whillt the curious are bufied in the fearch
of her principles. The peafant, or the child, can reafon,
and judge, and fpeak his language, with a difcernment,
a confitency, and a regard to analogy, which perplex
the logician, the moralift, and the grammarian, when
they would find the principle upon which the proceeding

% Mandeville,

o
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is founded, or when they would bring to general rules,
what is fo familiar, and fo well fuftained in particular ca-
fes. The felicity of our condud is more owing to the
talent we poflefs for detail, and to the fuggeftion of par-
ticular occafions, thanitis to any dire@ion we can find
in theory and general fpeculations.

WE muft, in the refult of every inquiry, encounter
with faéts which we cannot explain ; and to bear with this
mortification would fave us frequently a great deal of
fruitlefs trouble. Together with the fenfe of our exift-
ence, we muft admit many circumftances which come to
our knowledge at the fame time, and in the faime man-
ner; and which do, in reality, conftitute the mode of
our being. Every peafant will tell us, that a man hath
his rights ; and that to trefpafs on thoferights is injuftice.
If we afk him farther, what he means by the term right ?
we probably force him to fubflitute a lefs fignificant, or
lefs proper term, in the place of this; or require him to
account for what is an criginal mode of his mind, and a
fentiment to which he ultimately refers, when he would
explain himfelf upon any particular application of his
language.

THE rights of individuals may relate to a variety of
fubjects, and be comprchended under different heads.
Prior to the eftablifhment of property, and the diftinc-
tion of ranks, men have a right to defend their perfons,
and to act with freedom; they have a right to maintain
the apprehenfions of reafon, and the feclings of the

] 1
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heart; and thc}-'_c:mam: for 2 moment converle with one
another, without feeling that the part they maintain may
be juft or unjuft, Itis not, however, our bufinefs here to
carry the notion of a right into its feveral applications,
but to reafon on the fentiment of favour with which that
notion is entertained in the mind.

Ir it be true, that men are united by inftiné, that
they a&t in fociety from aflfections of kindnefs and
friendlhip; if it be true, that even prior to acquaintance
and habitude, men, as fuch, are commonly to one an-
other objets of attention, and fome degree of regard;
that while their profperity is beheld with indiflerence,
their afflictions are confidered with commiferation; if
calamities be meafured by the numbers and the qualities
of men they involve; and if every fuffering of a fellow-
creature draws a croud of attentive fpeCtators ; if even
in the cafe of thofe to whom we do not habitually wifh
any pofitive good, we are {lill averfe to be the inftruments
of harm ; it {hould feem, that in thefe various appear-
ances of an amicable difpofition, the foundations of a
moral apprehenfion are fufficiently laid, and the fenfe of
a right which we maintain for ourfelves, is by a move-
ment of humanity and candour extended to our fellow-
creatures.

WaaT is it that prompts the tongue when we cenfure
an aét of cruelty or oppreflion? What is it that confti-
tutes our reftraint from offences that tend to diftrefs
our fellow-creatures? Itis probably, in both cafes, a

particular
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particular application of that principle, which, in pre-
{ence of the forrowful, fends forth the tear of compaf-
fion; and a combination of all thofe fentiments, which
conflitute a benevolent difpofition;; and if not a refolution
to do good, at lealt an averfion to be the inflrument of

harm =,

IT may be difficult, however, to enumerate the mo-
tives of all the cenfures and commendations which are ap-
plied to the actions of men. Even while we moralize,
every difpofition of the human mind may have its {hare
in forming the judgement, and in prompting the tongue.
As jealoufy is often the moft watchful guardian of cha-
flity, fo malice is often the quickeft to fpy the failings of
our neighbour. vy, affeGtation, and vanity, may

# Mankind, we are told, are devoted to interefl ;- and this, in all com-

mercial nations, is undoubtedly true: but it does not follow, thag they are,
] 3 ]

nrools

by their natural difpolitions, av: )
of the contrary remain, even where interelt trimmphs molt. (What muit we
think of the force of that difpofition to compaflion, to candour, and good-
will, which, notwithRanding the prevailing opinion that the happineis of a
man confilts in poffefling the greateft poflible fhare of viches, preferments,
and honours, (il keeps the parties who are in competition for thole objeéts
on a tolerable footing of amity, and leads them to abitain even from their
own fuppoled good, when their feizing it appearsin the light aof a detriment
toothers? What might we not expedt from the human heart in circumitan-
ces which prevented this apprehenfion on the fubjedt of fortune, or under
the influence of an opinion as {teady and general as the former, that hu-
man felicity does not confilt in the indulgences of animal appetite, but in
thofe of 2 benevolent heart ; not in fortune or interelt, but in the contempt
of this very objeét, ‘in the courags and freedom which arife from this con<

tempt, joined toa refohute choice of condudt, directed to the good of man-

ty to which the party belongs?

i, or to the goodof that particular focie

dictate
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dictate the verdi&ts we give, and the worft principles of
our nature may be at the bottom of our pretended zeal
for morality; but if we only mean to inquire, why they
who are well difpofed to mankind, apprehend, in every
inftance, certain rights pertaining to their fellow-crea-
tures, and why they applaud the confideration that
is paid to thofe rights, we cannot perhaps aflign a better
reafon, than that the perfon who applauds, is well difpo-
fed to the welfare of the parties to whom his applaufes
refer.

WHEN we confider, that the reality of any amicable
propenfity in the human mind has been frequently con-
tefted; when we recollet the prevalence of interefted
competitions, with their attendant paflions of jealoufy,
envy, and malice; it may feem ftrange to alledge, that
love and compaflion are the moft powerful principles in
the human breaft : but they are deftined, on many occa-
fions, to urge with the moft irrefiftible vehemence ; and
if the defire of felf-prefervation be more conftant, and
more uniform, thefe are a more plentiful fource of enthu-
fiafin, fatisfaction, and joy. With a power, not inferior
to that of refentment and rage, they hurry the mind in-
to every facrifice of intereft, and bear it undifmayed
through every hard{hip and danger.

Tae difpofition on which friendthip is grafed, glows

with fatisfaction in the hours of tranquillity, and is plea-

fant, not only in its triumphs, but even in its forrows.
It throws a grace on the external air, and, by its expref-

fion
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fion on the countenance, compenfates for the want of
beauty, or gives a charm which no complexion or fea-
tures can equal. From this fource the fcenes of human
life derive their principal felicity ; and their imitations in
poetry, their principal ornament. Defcriptions of nature,
even reprefentations of a vigorous conduét, and a man-
ly courage, do not engage the heart, if they be not mix-
ed with the exhibition of generous fentuments, and the
pathetic, which is found to arife in the ftruggles, the
triumphs, or the misfortunes of a tender aflection, The
death of Polites, in the AEneid, is not more affeting than
that of many others who perifhed in the ruins of Troy;
buc the aged Priam was prefent when this laft of his
fons was {lain; and the agonics of grief and forrow
force the parent from his retrear, to fall by the hand
that fhed the blood of his child. The pathetic of Homer
confifts in exhibiting the force of affeCtions, not in
exciting mere terror and pity; paflions he has never per-

haps, in any inftance, attempted to raife.

WitH this tendency to kindle into enthufiafm, with
this command over the heart, with the pleafure that at-
tends its emotions, and with all its effets in meriting
confidence, and procuring efteem, it is not furprifing,
that a principle of humanity fhould give the tone to our
commendations and our cenfures, and even where it is
hindered from dire@ing our condud, thould flill give to the
mind, on refleion, its knowledge of what is defirable
in the human chara&er. What baff thou dme with thy
Brother Abel? was the firft expoftulation in behalf of mo-

rality;
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rality ; and if the firft anfwer has been often repeated,
mankind have notwithftanding, in one fenfe, fufficiently
acknowledged the charge of their nature. They have
felt, they have talked, and even alted, as the keepers of
their fellow-creatures : They have made the indications
of candour and mutual affe@ion the teft of what is
meritorious and amiable in the charaders of men: They
have made cruelty and oppreflion the principal objeés of
their indignation and rage: Even while the head is occu-
pied with projeCts of intereft, the heart is often feduced
into friendfhip ; and while bufinefs proceeds on the
maxims of felf-prefervation, the carelefs hour is employ-
ed in generofity and kindnefs.

Hexce the rule by which men commonly judge
of external actions, is taken from the fuppofed in-
fluence of fuch actions on the general good. To abftain
from harm, is the great law of natural juftice ; to diffufe.
happinefs is the law of morality ;3 and when we cenfure
the conferring a favour on one or a few at the expence of
many, we refer to public utility, as the great obje@ at
which the actions of men fhould be aimed.

ArFTER all, it muft be confeffed, that if a principle
of affedtion to mankind, be the bafis of our moral ap-
probation and diflike, we fometimes proceed in diftribu-
ting applaufe or cenfure, without precifely attending to
the degree in which our fellow-creatures are hurt or ob-
liged; and that, befides the virtues of candour, friendfhip,
generolity, and public {pirit, which bear an immediate

reference
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reference to this principle, there are others which
may feem to derive their commendation from a differ
ent fource. Temperance, prudence, fortitude, are thofe
qualities likewife admired from a principle of re-
gard to our fellow-creatures? Why not, fince they render
men happy in themfelves, and ufeful to others ¢ He who
1s qualified to promote the welfare of mankind, is neither
a fot, a fool, nor a coward. Can it be more clearly ex-
prefled, that temperance, prudence, and fortitude, are
neceflary to the charader we love and admire? I know
well why I fhould wifh for them in myfelf; and why
likewife I fhould wifh for them in my friend,and in every
perfon who is an obje&t of my affeion. Bur to what
purpofe feek for reafons of approbation, where qualities
are {o neceflary to our happinefs, and fo great a part in
the perfection of our nature? We muft ceafe to efteem
ourfelves, and to diftinguifh what is excellent, when fuch
. qualifications incur our neglect.

A perfon of an affectionate mind, poffefled of a
maxim, That he himfelf, as an individual, is no more
than a part of the whole that demands his regard, has
found, in that principle, a fufficient foundation for all
the virtues ; for a contempt of animal pleafures, that
would fupplant his principal enjoyment; for an equal
contempt of danger or pain, that come to {top his pur-
fuits of public good. *“ A vehement and fteady afleGtion
“ magnifies its obje@. and leffens every difliculty or
“ danger that ftands in the way.” “Afk thofe who have

H “ been
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“ been in love,” fays Epictetus, “ they will know that I

113

fpeak truth.”

¢ | have before me,” fays another eminent moralift ¥,

“ an idea of juftice, which, if T could follow 1 every

“ inftance, I fhould think myfelf the moft happy of

“ men.” And it is, perhaps, of confequence to their
happinefs, as well as to their condud, if thofe can be

disjoined,

that men fhould have this idea properly form-
ed : Itis perhaps but another name for that good of
mankind, which the virtuous are engaged to promote.
If virtue be the fupreme good, its beft and moft fignal

effect is, to communicate and diffufe itfelf.

To love, and even to hate, on the apprehenfion of
moral qualities, to efpoufe one party from a fenfe of ju-
(tice, to oppofe another with indignation excited by ini-
quity, are the common indications of probity, and the
operations of an animated, upright, and generous {pirit. To
guard againit unjuft partialities, and ill-grounded antipa-
thies ; to maintain that compofure of mind, which, with-
out impairing its fenfibility or ardour, proceeds in every
inftance with difcernment and penetration, are the marks
of a vigorous and cultivated {pirit. To be able to follow
the dictates of fuch a {pirit through all the varieties of
human life, and with a mind always mafter of itfelf, in
profperity or adverfity, and pofleffed of all its abilities,
when the fubje@s in hazard are life, or freedom, as much

Perfian Letters.

2k |
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as in treating fimple queftions of intereft, are the tri-
umphs of magnanimity, and true elevation of mind.
“ The event of the day is decided. Draw this javelin
“ from my body now,” faid Epaminondas, “ and let me

“ bleed.”

IN what fituation, or by what inftruction, is this won-
derful characer to be formed? Is it foundiin the nurfe-
ries of affe@ation, pertnefs, and vanity, from which fa-
fhion is propagated, and the genteel is announced ! in
greatand opulent cities, where men vie with one another in
equipage, drefs, and the reputation of fortune! Is it with-
in the admired precinéls of a court, where we may learn
to {mile without being pleafed, to carefs without affec-
tion, to wound with the fecret weapons of envy and jea-
loufy, and to reflt our perfonal importance on circum-
ftances which we cannot always with honour command!
No : but in a fituation where the great fentiments of the
heart are awakened ; where the characters of men, not
their fituations and fortunes, are the principal diftinc-
tion ; where the anxieties of intereft, or vanity, perifh in
the blaze of more vigorous emotions; and where the hu-
man foul, having felt and recognifed its objedts, like an
animal who has tafted the blood of his prey, cannot de-
{cend to purfuits that leave its talents and its force unem-

ployed.

>iopER occafions alone operating on a raifed and a
happy difpofition, may produce this admirable effect,
whilft mere inftrudion may always find mankind at a

H?2 lofs
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