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113 Of the Informations PartII.

PART SECOND.

Of the Hiftory of Rude Nations.
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Of the Informations on this fubject which are derived [from
Antiguity.

r I VHE hiftory of mankind is confined" within a li-
mited period, and from every quarter brings an
intimation thac human affairs have had a begin-

ning. Nations, diftinguithed by the poffeffion of arts,
and the felicity of their political eftablifhments, have
been derived from a feeble original, and ftill preferve in
their flory the indications of a flow and gradual pro-
grefs, by which this diftin@ion was gained. The anti-
quities of every people, however diverfified, and how-
ever difguifed, contain the fame information on this
point.

In facred hiftory, we find the parents of the {pecies,
as yet a fingle pair, fent forth to inherit the earth, and
to
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to force a fubfiftence for themfelves amidft the briers and
thorns which were made to abound on its furface.
Their race, which was again reduced to a few, had to
{truggle with the dangers that await a weak and infant
{pecies; and after many ages elapfed, the moft refpe@a-
ble nations took their rife from one or a few families that
had paftured their flocks in the defert.

THE Grecians derive their own origin from unfettled
tribes, whofe frequent migrations are a proof of the
rude and infant ftate of their communities ; and whofe
warlike exploits, fo much celebrated in flory, only ex-
hibit the ftruggles with which they difputed for the
pofleflion of a country they afterwards, by their talent
for fable, by their arts, and their policy, rendered fo
famous in the hiftory of mankind,

ITaLy muft have been divided into many rude and
feeble cantons, when a band of robbers, as we are
taught to confider them, found a fecure fettlement on
the banks of the Tiber, and when a people, yet compo-
fed only of one fex, fuftained the charader of a nation.
Rome, for many ages, faw, from her walls, on every
fide, the territory of her enemies, and found as little ro

check or to flifle the weaknefs of her infant power, as

the did afterwards to reftrain the progrefs of her exrend-
ed empire. Like a Tartar or a Scythian horde, which
had pitched on a fettlement, this nafeent commu: ty
was equal, if not fuperior, to every tribe in its peigh-

bourhood ; and the oak which has covered the ficld with

P 1ts




114 Of the Informations Part 11.

its fhalde, was once a fecble plant in the nurfery, and
not to be diltinguifhed from the weeds by which its early
orowth was reftrained.

TiE Gauls and the Germans are come to our know-
ledge with the marks of a fimilar condition ; and the in-
habitants of Britain, at the time of the firlt Roman in-
vafions, refembled, in many things, the prefent natives
of North America: they were ignorant of agriculture;
they painted their bodies; and ufed for cloathing, the
{kins of beafts.

SvcH therefore appears to have been the commence-
ment of hiftory with all nations, and 1n {uch circumfitan-
ces are we to look for the original charater of mankind.
The inquiry refers to a diftant period, and every con-
clufion thould build on the fadts which are preferved
for our ufe. Our method, notwithftanding, too fre-
quently, is to reft the whole on conjecture; to impute
cvery advantage of our nature to thofe arts which we
ourfelves poflefs; and rto imagine, that a mere negation
of all our virtues is a fufficient defeription of man in his
original ftate. We are ourfelves the fuppofed ftandards
of politenefs and civilization; and where our own fea-
tures do not appear, we apprehend, that there is nothing
which deferves to be known. But it is probable that
here, as in many other cafes, we are ill qualified, from
our fuppofed knowledge of caunfes, to prognofticate effects,
or to determine what muft have been the properties and
operations, even of our own nature, in the abfence of

thofe
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thofe circumflances in which we have feen it engaged,
Who would, from mere conjeQure, fu ppofe, that the
naked favage would be a coxcomb and a gamefter? that
he would be proud and vain, without the diftin@ions of
title and fortune? and that his principal care would be
to adorn his perfon, and to find an amufement? Fven
if it could be fuppofed that he would thus fhare in our
vices, and, in the midft of his foreft, vie with the follies
which are pradtifed in the town; yet no one would be
fo bold as to affirm, that he would likewife, in any in-
ftance, excel us in talents and virtues; that he would
have a penetration, a force of imagination and elocution,
an ardour of mind, an affe@ion and courage, which the
arts, the difcipline, and the policy of few nations would
be able to improve. Yet thefe particulars are a part in
the defcription which is delivered by thofe who have had
opportunities of feeing mankind in their rudeft condi-
tion: and beyond the reach of fuch teftimony, we can
neither fafely take, nor pretend to give, information on
the fubject.

Ir conjetures and opinions formed at a diftance,
have not fufficient authority in the hiftory of mankind,
the domefltic antiquities of every nation muft, for this
very reafon, be received with caution. They are, for
moft part, the mere conjectures or the fictions of fub-
fequent ages; and even where at firfl they contained
fome refemblance of truth, they ftill vary with the ima-
gination of thofe by whom they are tranfinirted, and
in every generation receive a different form. They are

P 3 made
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116 Of the Informations Part 11,

made to bear the ftamp of the times through which they
have pafled in the form of tradition, not of the ages to
which their pretended deferiptions relate. The infor-
mation they bring, is not like the light refleéted from a
mirrour, which delineates the obje@t from which it o-
riginally came; but, like rays that come broken and
difperfed from an opaque or unpolithed furface, only
give the colours and features of the body from which
they were laft reflected.

WHEN traditionary fables are rehearfed by the vul-
gar, they bear the marks of a national charaéter; and
though mixed with abfurdities, often raife the imagi-
nation, and move the heart: when made the materials
of poetry, and adorned by the fkill and the eloquence
of an ardent and fuperior mind, they inftruct the un-
derftanding, as well as engage the paflions. It is only
in the management of mere antiquaries, or ftript of the
ornaments which the laws of hiftory forbid them to
wear, that they become even unfit to amufe the fancy,
or to ferve any purpofe whatever.

It were abfurd to quote the fable of the Tliad or the
Odyfley, the legends of Hercules, Thefeus, or OEdipus,
as authorities in matter of fac relating to the hiftory of
mankind ; but they may, with great juflice, be cited
to afcertain what were the conceptions and fentiments
of the age in which they were compofed, or to charac-
terife the genius of that people, with whofe imagina-

tions
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tions they were blended, and by whom they were fondly
rehearfed and admired.

Ix this manner fition may be admitted to vouch for
the genius of nations, while hiftory has nothing to offer
that is intitled to credit. 'The Greck fable accordingly
conveying a charadler of its authors, throws light on
an age of which no other record remains. The fupe-
riority of this people is indeed in no circumftance more
evident than in the ftrain of their fitions, and in the
ftory of thofe fabulous heroes, poets, and fages, whofe
tales, being invented or embellifhed by an imagination
already filled with the fubje&t for which the hero was
celebrated, ferved to inflame that ardent enthufiafm with
which this people afterwards proceeded in the purfuit
of every national object.

It was no doubt of great advantage to thofe nations,
that their fyftem of fable was original, and being al-
ready received in popular traditions, ferved to diffufe
thofe improvements of reafon, imagination, and fenti-
ment, which were afterwards, by men of the fineft ta-
lents, made on the fable itfelf, or conveyed in its mo-
ral. The paflions of the poet pervaded the minds of the
people; and the conceptions of men of genius being
communicated to the vulgar, became the incentives of &
national {pirit.

A mythology borrowed from abroad, a literature
founded on references to a {trange country, and fraught
with
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with foreign allufions, are much more confined in their
ufe: they {fpeak to the learned alone; and though in-
tended to inform the underftanding, and to mend the
hearr, may, by being confined to a few, have an oppo-
fite effect: they may fofter conceit on the ruins of com-
mon f{enfe, and render what was, at leaft innocently, fung
by the Athenian mariner at his oar, or rehearfed by the
fhepherd in attending his flock, an occafion of vice, and
the foundation of pedantry and fcholaftic pride.

Our very learning, perhaps, where its influence ex-
tends, ferves, in fome meafure, to deprefs our national

Apirit. - Our literature being derived from nations of adif-

ferent race, who flourithed at a time when our anceftors
were in a ftate of barbarity, and confequently when
they were defpifed by thofe who had attained to the li-
terary arts, has given rife to a humbling opinion,
that we ourfelves are the offspring of mean and con-
temptible nations, with whom the human imagination

and {entiment had no effe@, till the genius was in a

manner infpired by examples, and direced by leffons
that were brought from abread. The Romans, from
whom our accounts are chiefly derived, have admitted,
in the rudenefs of their own anceftors, a fyftem of vir-
tues, which all fimple nations perhaps equally poflefs;
a contempt of riches, love of their country, patience
of hardlhip, danger, and fatigue. They have, not-
withftanding, vilified our anceflors for having perhaps
only refembled their own; at leaft, in the defe@ of

their
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their arts, and in the negle&t of conveniencies which
thofe arts are employed to procure.

IT is from the Greek and the Roman hiftorians, how-
ever, that we have not only the moft authentic and in-
{tructive, but even the moft engaging, reprefentations of
the tribes from whom we defcend. Thofe {ublime and intel-
ligent writers underftood human nature, and could col-
lect its features, and exhibit its characters in every fituation.
They were ill fucceeded in this tafk by the early hifto-
rians of modern Europe; who, generally bred to the
profeflion of monks, and confined to the monaftic life,
applied themfelves to record what they were pleafed to
denominate facts, while they fuffered the produions
of genius to perifh, and were unable, either by the mat-
ter they felected, or the ftyle of their compofitions, to
give any reprefentation of the adtive {pirit of mankind
mn any condition, With them, a narration was fup-
pofed to conftitute hiflory, whilit it did not convey any
I{nowledgc of men; and hiftory itfelf was allowed to be
complete, while, amid(t the events and the fucceflion of
princes that are recorded in the order of time, we are left
to look in vain for thofe chara&eriftics of the under-
ftanding and the heart, which alone, in every human
tranfaéion, render the flory cither engaging or ufeful.

WE therefore willingly quit the hiflory of our early
anceftors, where Cefar and Tacitus have dropped them ;
and perhaps, till we come. within the reach of what is
connected with prefent affairs, and makes a part in the

fyftem
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120 Of the Informations Partll.

fyftem on which we now proceed, have little reafon to
expect any {ubject to interelt or inform the mind, We
have no reafon, however, from hence to conclude, that
the matter itlelf was more barren, or the feene of hu-
man affairs lefs interefting, in modern Europe, than it
has been on every ftage where mankind were engaged
to exhibit the movements of the heart, the efforts of ge-
nerofity, magnanimity, and courage.

THE trial of what thofe ages contained, is not even fair-
Iy made, when men of genius and diftinguifhed abilicies,
with the accomplifhments of a learned and a polithed age,
collect the materials they have found, and, with the great-
eft fuccefs, conne& the flory of illiterate ages with
tranfactions of a later date: it is difficult even for them,
under the names which are applied in a new ftate of
fociety, to convey a juft apprehenfion of what mankind
were in fitnations fo different, and in times fo remote
from their own.

IN deriving from hiftorians of this charadter the in-
truction which their writings are fit to beftow, we are
frequently to forget the general terms that are employ-
ed, in order to collet the real manners of an age, from
the minute circumftances that are occa fionally prefented.
The titles of Royal and Nuble were applicable to the fa-
milies of Tarquin, Collatinus, and Cincinnatus - ; but Lu-
cretia was employed in domeftic induftry with IIQI maids,
and Cincinnatus followed the plough. The dignities,
ind even the offices, of civil fociety, were known ma mny

ages
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ages ago, in Europe, by their prefent appellations; butwe
find in the hiftory of England, that a king and his court
being aflembled to folemnize a feltival, an outlaw, who
had fubfifted by robbery, came to fhare in the feait. The
king himfelf arofe to force this unworthy gueft from the
company, a {cuflle enfued between them, and the king was
killed *. A chancellor and prime minifter, whofe magnifi-
cence 'and {fumptuous furniture were the fubject of admi-
ration and envy, had his apartments covered every day in
winter with clean ftraw and hay,and in fummer with green
rufhes or boughs. Even the fovereign himfelf, in thofe ages,
was provided with forage for his bed . Thefe pictu-
relque features and chara@eriftical ftrokes of the times,
recal the imagination from the fuppofed diftin@ion of
monarch and fubjed, to that ftate of rough familiarity
in which our anceftors lived, and under which they adl-
ed, with a view to objecs, and on principles of condud,
which we feldom comprehend, when we are employed to
record their tranfaions, or to ftudy their charaters.

THUCYDIDES, notwithftanding the prejudice of his
country againit the name of Barbarian, underftood that
it was in the cuftoms of barbarous nations he was to
fludy the more ancient manners of Grecce,

Tur Romans might have found an image-of their own
anceftors, in the reprefentations they have given of ours:
andifever an Arab clan fhall become a civilized nation, or

Hume's Hiflory, ch. 8. p.235.

i Ibid. p. 73,

{L any
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132 Of the Inforniations, &c. Part II.

any American tribe efcape the poifon which is admini-
ftered by our traders of Europe, it may be from the rela-
tions of the prefent times, and the defcriptions which are
now given by travellers, that fuch a people, in after a-
oes, may beft colleét the accounts of their origin. It is
in their prefent condition, that we are to behold, asin a
mirrour, the features of our own progenitors; and
from thence we are to draw our conclufions with refpe&
to the influence of fituations, in which, we have reafon
to believe, our fathers were placed.

WaaT fhould diftinguith a German or a Briton, in
the habits of his mind or his body, in his manners or
apprehenfions, from an American, who, like him,
with his bow and his dart, is left to traverfe the foreft;
and in a likefevere or variable climate, is obliged to fub-
fift by the chace?

Ir, in advanced years, we would form a juft notion of
our progrefs from the cradle, we 'muft have recourfe to
the nurfery, and from the example of thofe who are {till
in the period of life we mean to defcribe, take our
reprefentation of paft manners, that cannot, in any
other way, be recalled.

S E G'T.
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Qf Rude Nations prior to the Eflablyfbment of Property.

. Rowm one to the other extremity of America; from
" Kamfchatka weftward to the river Oby, and from
the Northern fea, over that length of country, to the con-
fines of China, of India, and Perfia ; from the Cafpian
to the Red fea, with little exception, and from thence over
the inland continent and the weftern fhores of Africa; we
every where meet with nations on whem we beflow the
appellations of barbarous or favage. That extenfive tract
of the earth, containing fo grear a variety of fituation,
climate, and foil, fhould, in the manners of its inhabi:ants,
exhibit all the diverfities which arife from the unequal in-
fluence of the fun, joined to a different nourithment and
manner of life. Every queftion, however, on this fub-
ject 1s premature, till we have firft endeavoured to form
fome general conception of our fpecies in its rude ftate,
and have learned to diftinguifh mere ignorance from dull-
nefs, and the want of arts from the want of capacity.

Or the nations who dwell in thofe, or any other of the
lefs cultivated parts of the earth, fome intruft their fub-
iftence chiefly to hunting, fithing, or the natural pro-
duce of the foil. They have little attention to property,
and fcarcely any beginnings of fubordination or govern-
ment.  Others having poflefied themielves of herds, and

Q2 dt'immflng




124 Of Rude Nations prisr to Part 1.

depending for their provifion on pafture, know what it is
to be poor and rich. They know the relations of patron
and client, of fervant and mafter, and {uffer themfelves
to be clafied according to their meafures of wealth. This
diftinétion muft create a material difference of charadter,
and may furnifh two feparate heads, under which to
confider the hiftory of mankind in their rudeft ftate ; that
of the favage, who is not yet aecquainted with property ;
and that of the barbarian, to whom it is, although not
alcertained by laws, a principal obje of care and de-
fire.

It muft appear very evident, that property is a matter
of progrefs. It requires, among other particulars which
are the effects of time, fome method of defining poflef-
flon. The very defire of it proceeds from experience;
and the induftry by which it is gained, or improved, re-
quires fuch a habit of ading with a view to diftant ob-
jects, as may overcome the prefent difpofition either to
floth or to enjoyment. This habit is flowly acquired, and
15 in reality a principal diftin@ion of nations in the ad-
vanced flate of mechanic and commercial arts,

IN a wibe which fubfifts by hunting and fithing, the
arms, the utenfils, and the fur, which the individual car-
ries, are to him the only fubje@s of property. The food
of to-morrow 1s yet wild in the foreft, or hid in the lake;
it cannot be appropriated before it is caught; and event
then. being the purchafe of numbers, who fith or
hunt in a body, itaccrues to the community, and is ap-

plied
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plied to immediate ufe, or becornes an acceflion to the
ftores of the public.

WHERE favage nations, as in moft parts of America,
mix with the practice of hunting fome ipecies of rude
agriculture, they ftill follow, with refpe to the foil and
the fruits of the earth,theanalogy of their principal objeét.
As the men hunt, {o the women labour together; and,
after they have fhared the toils of the feed-time, they
enjoy the fruits of the harveft in common. The field in
which they have planted, like the diftri®t over which
they are accuftomed to hunt, is claimed as a property by
the nation, but is not parcelled in lots to its members,
They go forth in parties to prepare the ground, to plant,
and to reap. The harveflt is gathered into the public
granary, and from thence, at flated times, is divided in-
to fhares for the maintenance of feparate families *, -
ven the returns of the market, when they trade with fo-
reigners, are brought home to the flock of the nation 2

As the fur and the bow pertain to the individual, the
cabbin and its utenfils are appropriated to the family ;
and as the domeftic cares are committed to the women, {o
the property of the houfehold feems likewife to be vefted
in them. The children are confidered as pertaining to the
mother, with little regard to defcent on the father's fide.
The males, before they are married, remain in the cab-

* Hiftory of the Caribbees,
+ Charlevoix,
Dir
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13

o g : ; :
bin in which they are born; but after they have form-
ed a new connection with the other fex, they change their

itation, and become an acceflion to the family in

which they have found their wives. The hunter and
the warrior are numbered by the matron as a part of her
treafure ; they arereferved for perils and trying occalions ;
and in the recefs of public councils, in the intervals of
hunting or war, are maintained by the cares of the wo-
men, and loiter about in mere amufemeat or floth *.

WHILE one fex continue to value themfelves chiefly
on their courage, their talent for policy, and their war-
like atchievments, this {pecies of property which is be-
{towed on the other, is in reality a mark of {ubjetion;
not, as fome writers alledge, of their having acquired an
afcendant+f. Itis the care and trouble of a fubje& with
which the warrior does not chufe to be embarrafled. It is
a fervitude, and a continual toil, where no honours are
won; and they whofe province it is, are in fa& the
flaves and the helots of their country. Ifin this deftina-
tion of the fexes, while the men continue to iuduTgeL
them{elves in the contempt of fordid and mercenary arts,
the cruel eftablifhment of flavery is for fome ages defer-
red ; if inthis tender, though unequal alliance, the affec-
tions of the heart prevent the feverities pra@ifed on flaves;
we have in the cuftom itfelf, as perhaps in many other
nflances, reafon to prefer the firft fuggeftions Di"'n:ltur::,
to many of her after refinements.

Lafitau,
+  Ibid,
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Ir mankind, in any inftance, continue the article
of property on the footing we have now reprefent-
ed, we may eaflily credit what is farther reported by
travellers, that they admit of no diftintions of rank
or condition; and that they have in fa& no degree of
fubordination different from the diltribution of funétion,
which follows the differences of age, talents, and difpo-
fitions. Perfonal qualities give an afcendant in the midt
of occafions which require their exertion ; but in times
of relaxation, leave no veftige of power or prerogative.
A warrior who has led the youth of his nation to the
{laughter of their enemies, or who has been foremoft in
the chace, returns upon a level with the reft of his tribe ;
and when the only bufinefs is to fleep, or to feed, can
enjoy no pre-eminence; for he fleeps and he feeds no
better than they.

WHERE no profit attends dominion, one party is as
much averfe to the trouble of perpetual command, as
the other is to the mortification of perpetual fubmiflion :
“ 1 love victory, I love great actions,” fays Mon-
tefquien in the charater of Sylla; “ but have no re-
« 1ifh for the languid detail of pacific government, or
“ the pageantry of high ftation.” He has touched per-
haps what is a prevailing {enfiment in the fimpleft flate
of fociety, when the weaknefs of motives {uggelted
by intereft, and the ignorance of any elevation not

founded on merit, fupplies the place of diidam.

THE
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128 Of Rude Nations prior to Part 11.

THE character of the mind, however, in this flate,
15 not founded on ignorance alone. Men are con-
fcious of their equality, and are tenacious of its rights.
Even when they follow a leader to the field, they
cannot brook the pretenfions to a formal command: they
liften to no orders; and they come under no military
engagements, but thofe of mutual fidelity, and equal
ardour in the enterprife ¥,

THis defcription, we may believe, is unequally ap-
plicable to different nations, who have made unequal
advances in the eftablifhment of property. Among the
Caribbees, and the other natives of the warmer climates
in America, the dignity of chieftain is hereditary, or e-
leCtive, and continued for life: the unequal diftribu-
tion of property creates a vifible fubordination . But
among the Iroquois, and other nations of the temperate
zone, the titles of magiffrate and fubject, of noble and
mean, are as little known as thofe of rich and poor.
The old men, without being invefted with any coercive
power, employ their natural authority in advifing or in
prompting the refolutions of their tribe: the military
leader is pointed out by the fuperiority of his man-
hood and valour: the ftatefman is diftinguifhed only by
the attention with which his counfel is heard ; the war-
rior by the confidence with which the youth of his na-
tion follow him to the field: and if their concerts muft

% Chaslevoix.

b Waler's account of the Ithmus of Darien,

be
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be fuppofed to conftitute a {pecies of political govern-
ment, it is one to which no language of ours can be ap-
plied. Power is no more than the natural afcendency
of the mind; the difcharge of office no more than a
natural exercife of the perfonal characer; and while the
community a¢ts with an appearance of order, there
is no fenfe of difparity in the breaft of any of its mem-
bers *,

I~ thefe happy, though informal, proceedings, where
age alone gives a place in the council ; where youth,
ardour, and valour in the field, give a title to the fta-
tion of leader; where the whole community is aflembled
on_any alarming occafion, we may venture to fay, that
we bhave found the origin of the fenate, the executive
power, and the affembly of the people ; inflitutions for
which ancient legiflators have been fo much renowned.
The fenate among the Greeks, as well as the Larins,
appears, from the etymology of its name, to have been
originally compofed of elderly men. The military lead-
er at Rome, in a manner not unlike to that of the Ame-
rican warrior, proclaimed his levies, and the citizen
prepared for the ficld, in confequence of a voluntary
engagement. The fuggeftions of nature, which dire@ed

i

the policy of nations in the wilds of America, were

followed before on the banks of the Furotas and the
Tyber ; and Lycurgus and Romulus found the model

of their inftitutions where the members of every' rude
* Colden’s hiliory of the Five Nations.

R nation
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rheft mode of uniting their talents,
s

and c,a.n-._ri.lin-_v their forces.

Anmoxc the North-American nations, every individual
is independent ; but he is engaged by his afle@ions and
bis habits in the cares of a family. LJ.mi]iE:‘;, like fo ma-
ny feparate tribes, are fubject to no infpe@tion or govern-
ment from abroad ; whatever pafles at home, even blood-
thed and murder, are only {uppofed to concern them{elves.
They are, in the mean time, the parts of a canton ;
the women aflemble to plant their maize ; the old men
go to council; the huntfman and the warrior joins the
youth of his village in the field. Many fuch cantons
allemble to conftitute a national council, or to execute
a national enterprife. When the Europeans made their
firlt {ettlements in America, fix {uch nations had form-
ed a league, had their amphy¢tiones or {tates-general,
and, by the firmnefs of their union, and the ability of
their councils, had obtained an afcendant from the
mouth of the St Laurence to that of the Miflilippi
They appeared to underfland the objeés of the confede-
racy, as well as thofe of the feparate nation; they ftu-
died a balance of power ; the ftatefinan of one country
watched the defigns and proceedings of another; and
occafionally threw the weight of his tribe into a
different fcale. They had their alliances and their trea
ties, which, like the nations of Europe, they main-
tained, or they broke, upon reafons of {at e; and re-

Sy e Colden. & e
narievolx, Loldn, .

mained
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mained at peace from a fenfe of neceflity or expediency,
and went to war upon any emergence of provocation or
jeaioufy.

Trus, without any fettled form of government, or
any bond of union, but what refembled more the fug-
geftion of inftin€t, than the invention of reafon, they
conducted themfelves with the concert, and the force,
of nations. Foreigners, without being able to difcover
who is the magiftrate, or in what manner the fenate is
compofed, always find a council with whom they may
treat, or a band of warriors with whom they may fight.
Vithout police or compulfory laws, their domeftic fo-
ciety is conducted with order, and the abfence of vi-
cious difpofitions, is a better fecurity than any public
eftablithment for the fuppreflion of crimes.

DisorpERs, however, fometimes occur, efpecially in
times of debauch, when the immoderate ufe of intoxi-
cating liquors, to which they are extremely addicted,

t

fufpends the ordinary caution of their demeanour, and

inflaming their violent paffions, engages them in quar-
o L= B 5 i

—1 {

rels and bloodihed.  When a perfon is flain, his mur-

derer 15 feldom called to an immediate account: but he

- o e | o LT
has a c'lum']'d to fufiaim with the ta

ily and the friends;

moapimodenl sraels o aly Sl erpeenton PR T Ay
or, if a {tranger, with the countrymen of the deceafed ;

fometimes even with his cwn nat it home, if the In-
jury committed be of a kind to alarm the fociety, The

nation, the canton, or the family, endeavour, by pre-
L] ? ? ? .
{ents, to atone for the oflence of any of their members;

12 A Ao
iy 2 e 11l




T =

- T

132 Of Rude Nations prior to Parc 1L,
2 ¥

and, by pacifying the parties aggrieved, endeavour to
prevent what alarms the community more than the firft
diforder, the {ubfequent effe@s of revenge and animo-
fity . The fhedding of blood, however, if the guilty
perfon remain where he has committed the crime, fel-
dom efcapes unpunifthed: the friend of the deccafed
knows how to difguife, though not to fupprefs, his re-
fentment; and even after many years have elapfed, is
{ure to repay the injury that was done to his kindred or
his houfe.

TuEsE confiderations render them cautions and cir-
cumfped, put them on their guard againt their paflions,
and give to their ordinary deportment an air of phlegm
and compofure fuperior to. what is. poflefled among po-
liflhed nations. They are, in the mean time, affeionate
in their carriage, and in their converfations pay a mu-
tual attention and regard, fays Charlevoix, more tender
and more engaging, than what we profefs in the ceremo-
nial of polifhed f{ocieties.

Tuis writer has obferved, that the nations among
whom he travelled in North America, never mentioned
ats of generofity or kindnefs under the notion of duty.
They acted from affeétion, as they acted from appetite,
without regard to its confequences. When they had donea
kindnefs, they had gratified a defire ; the bufinefs was fi-

* Lafitan,
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nifhed, and it pafled from the memory. When they re-
ceived a favour, it might, or it might not, prove the oc-
cafion of friendfhip: if it did not, the parties appeared to
have no apprehenfions of gratitude, as a duty by which
the one was bound to make a return, or the other intitled
to reproach the perfon who had failed in his part. The
{pirit with which they give or receive prefents, is the fame
which Tacitus obferved among the ancient Germans:
They delight in them, but do not confider them as mat-
ter of obligation *. Such gifts are of little confequence,
except when employed as the feal of a bargain or treaty.

I't was their favourite maxim, That no man is natural-
ly indebted to another ; that he is not, therefore, obliged
to bear with any impofition, or unequal treatment .
Thus, ina principle apparently fullen and inhofpitable,
they have difcovered the foundation of juflice, and ob-
ferve its rules, with a fleadinefs and candour which no
cultivation has been found to improve. The fieedom
which they give in what relates to the fuppofed duties of
kindnefs and friendfhip, ferves only to engage the heart
more entirely, where it is once poflefled with affec-
tion. We love to chufe our object without any reftraint,
and we confider kindnefs itfelf as a tafk, when the duties
of friendfhip are exa@ed by rule. We therefore, by our
demand for attentions, rather corrupt than improve the

#* Muneribus gaudent, fed nec data inputant, nec acceptis obligantur

1 Charlevoix,
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fyftem of morality ; and by our exaclions of grati-
tude, and our frequent propofals to inforce its obfer-
vance, we only fhew, that we have miftaken its nature;
we only give fymptoms of that growing {enfibility to in-
tere{t, from which we meafure the expediency of friend-
{thip and generofity itfelf; and by which we would intro-
duce the {pirit of traffic into the commerce of affection.
In confequence of this proceeding, we are often obliged
to decline a favour with the {ame {pirit that we throw off’
a fervile engagement, or reject a bribe. To the unre-
fining favage every favour is welcome, and every prefent
received without referve or refleGtion.

THE love of equality, and the love of juftice, were
originally the fame: and although, by the conftitution
of different focieties, unequal privileges are befltowed on
their members ; and although juftice itfelf requires a pro-
per rcg;u-d to be paid to fuch privileges ; yet he who has
forgotten that men were criginally equal, eafily degene-

tes into a {lave; or in the capacity of a mafter, is not

1

to be trufted wich the rights of his fellow-creatures. This
happy principle gives to the mind its fenfe of indepen-

dence, renders it indifferent to the favours which are in

injuries, and leaves the heart open to the affections of ge-
3 | g
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can that air of candour, and of regard to the welfare
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f others, which, in fome degre frens
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peace, without the affiftance of government or law, ren-

ders the approach and commerce of firangers {ecure,

- ! s
AMmoNG this people, the foundations of honour are e-
minent abilities and great fortitude; not the diftincions

of equipage and fortune: The talents in eflteem are fuch
as their fituation leads them to employ, the exa@ know-
4

ledge of acountry, and ftratagem in war. On thefe
qualifications, a captain among the Caribbees underwent
an examination. When a new leader was to be chofen,
a {cout was fent forth to traverfe the forefts which led to
the enemy’s country, and, upon his return, the candi-
date was defired to find the track in which he had travel-
led. A brook, ora fountain, was named to him on the
frontier, and he was defired to find the neareft path to a
particular ftation, and to plant a flake in the place *.
They can, accordingly, trace a wild beaft, or the human
foot, over many leagues of a pathlefs foreft, and find
their way acrofs a woody and uninhabited continent, by
means of refined obfervations, which efcape the traveller
who has been accuftomed to different aids. They fteer
in {lender canoes, acrofs ftormy feas, with a dexterity e-
qual to that of the moft experienced pilot . They carry

a penetrating eye for the thoughts and intentions of thofe

with whom th{:}r have to deal; and when they mean to
deceive, they cover themfelves with arts which the molt
fubtile can feldom elude. They harangue in their public

Latfiau,

Charlevoix.
councils
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<ouncils with a nervous and figurative elocution; and
conduct themfelves in the management of their treaties
with a perfect difcernment of their national interefts,

THUs being able mafters in the detail of their own af-
fairs, and well qualified to acquit themfelves on particu-
lar occafions, they ftudy no fcience, and go in purfuit of
no general principles. They even feem incapable of at-
tending to any diftant confequences, beyond thofe they
have experienced in hunting or war. They intruft the
provifion of every feafon to itfelf ; confume the fruits of
the earth in fummer ; and, in winter, are driven in queft
of their prey, through woods, and over deferts covered
with fnow. They do not form in one hour thofe ma-
xims which may prevent the errors of the next; and they
fail in thofe apprehenfions, which, in the intervals of pai-
fion, produce ingenuous fthame, compaflfion, remorfe,
or a command of appetite. They are feldom made to
repent of any violence; mnoris a perfon, indeed, thought
accountable 1n his fober mood, for what he did in the
heat of a paflion, er in a time of debauch.

TrHEIR fuperflitions are groveling and mean: and did

tly admire the effe@s of politenefs ; but it is a
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fubje& on which few nations are inticled to cenfure their
neighbours. When we have confidered the {uperftitions
of one people, we find lictle varicty in thofe of another.
They are but a repetition of fimilar weaknefles and abfur-
dities, derived from a common fource, a perplexed ap-

prehenfion
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prehenfion of invifible agents, that are fuppofed to guide
all precarious events to which human forcﬁght cannot cx-
tend.

IN what depends on the known or the regular courfe
of nature, the mind trufts to itfelf; but in {ftrange and
uncommon fituations, it is the dupe of its own perplexi-
ty, and, inftead of relying on its prudence or courage,
has recourle to divination, and a variety of obfervances,
that, for being irrational, are always the more revered.
Superftition being founded in doubts and anxiety, is fo-
ftered by ignorance and myftery. Its maxims,in the mean
time,are not always confounded with thofe of common life ;
nor does its weaknefs or folly always prevent the watch-
fulnefs, penetration, and courage, men are accuftomed to
employ inthe management of common affairs. A Roman
confulting futurity by the pecking of birds, or a King of
Sparta infpecting the intrails of a beaft, Mithridates
confulting his women on theinterpretation of his dreams,
are examples fuflicient to prove, that a childifh imbecili-
ty on this fubject is confiftent with the greateft military
and political talents,

CoNFIDENCE in the effed of {uperititious ob-
fervances is not peculiar to any age or nation. Few,
even of the accomplifhed Greeks and Romans, were
able to fhake off this weaknefs. In their cafe, it was
not removed by the higheft meafures of civilization. It has
yielded only to the light of true religion, or to the ftudy
of nature, by which we are led to fubflitute a wife pro-
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vidence operating by phyfical caufes, in the place of
phantoms that terrify or amufe the ignorant.

THE principal point of honour among the rude nations
of America, as indeed in every inftance where mankind
are not greatly corrupted, is fortitude. Yet their way of
maintaining this point of honour, is very different from
that of the nations of Furope. Their ordinary method of
making war is by ambufcade; and they ftrive, by over-
reaching an enemy, to commit the greatelt flaughter, or
to make the greateft number of prifoners, with the leaft
hazard to themfelves. They deem it a folly to expofe
their own perfons in aflaulting an enemy, and do not
rejoice in- victories which are ftained with the blood of
their own people. They do not value themfelves, as in
Europe, on defying their enemy upon equal terms.
They even boaft, that they approach like foxes, or that
they fly like birds, not lefs than that they devour like
lions. In Eurcpe, to fall in battle is accounted an ho-
nour; among the natives of America, it is reckoned dif-
graceful*. They referve their fortitude for the trials
they abide when attacked by furprife, or when fallen in-
to their enemies hands ; and when they are obliged to
maintain their own honour, and that of their nation,
in the midft of torments that require efforts of patience
more than of valour.

Ox thefe occafions, they are far from allowing it to be
fuppofed that they wifh to decline the confli. Itis held in-
famous to avoid it, even by a voluntary death; and the
greateft affront which can be offered to a prifoner, is to

¥ Charlevoix

refufe
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refufe him the honours of a man, in the manner of his
execution : “ With-hold,” fays an old man, in the midft
of his torture, “ the flabs of your knife; rather
“ let me die by fire, that thofe dogs, your allies,
“ from beyond the feas, may learn to fuffer like men *.”
With terms of defiance, the victim, in thofe folemn
trials, commonly excites the animofity of his tormentors,
as well as his own; and whillt we fuffer for human
nature, under the effet of its errors, we muft admire
its force.

THE people with whom this pradlice prevailed, were
commonly defirous of repairing their own lofles, by
adopting prifoners of war into their families: and e-
ven in the laft moment, the hand which was raifed to
torment, frequently gave the fign of adoption, by
which the prifoner became the child or the brother of
his enemy, and came to fhare in all the privileges of a
citizen. In their treatment of thofe who fuflered,
they did not appear to be guided by pr inciples of ha-
tred or revenge: they obferved the point of honour in
applying as well as in bearing their torments; and,
by a ftrange kind of affection and tendernefs, were di-
rected to be moft cruel where they intended the high-
eft refpet: the coward was put to immediate cieath
by the hands of women : the valiant was {uppofed to be
intitled to all the trials of fortitude that men could in-
vent or efiploy : ““ It gave me joy,” fays an old man to
his captive, “ that fo gallant a youth was allotted to my

* Colden.
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13

fhave: T propofed to have placed you on the couch of
my nephew, who was {lain by your countrymen; to

1

have transferred all my tendernefs to you; and to

** have {folaced my age in your company : but maimed

“ and mutilated as you now appear, death is better

“ than life: prepare yourfelf therefore to die like a

man *.

[T 1s perhaps with a view to thefe exhibitions, or rather
in admiration of fortitude, the principle from which they
proceed, that the Americans are {o attentive, in their earlieft
years, to harden their nerves+. The children are taught
to vie with each other in bearing the fharpeft torments ;
the youth are admitted into the clafs of manhood, after
violent proofs of their patience; and leaders are put to
the teft, by famine, burning, and fuffocation I,

It might be apprehended, that among rude nations,
where the means of fubfiftence are procured with {o much
difficulrty, the mind could never raife itfelf above the
confideration of this fubjeé; and that man would, in
this condition, give examples of the meaneft and moft
mercenary {pirit. The reverfe, however, is true. Di-
reCted in this particular by the defires of nature, men,

* Charlevoix.
+ Jb. This writer fays, that he has feen a boy and a girl, having bound

their naked :

ms together, place a burning coal between them; to try who
would fhake it off firlt.
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in their fimpleft ftate, attend to the obje@s of appetite
no further than appetite requires; and their defires of
fortune extend no further than the meal which gratifies
their hunger: they apprehend no fuperiority of rank in
the poffeflion of wealth, fuch as might infpire any ha-
bitual principle of covetoufnefs, vanity, or ambirtion:
they can apply to no talk that engages no immediate
pailion, and take pleafure in no occupation that af-
fords no dangers to be braved, and no honours to be
WOIl.

IT was not among the ancient Romans alone that
commercial arts, or a fordid mind, were held in con-
tempt. A like {pirit prevails in every rude and inde-
pendent fociety. * I am a warrior, and not a merchant,”
{faid an American to the governor of Canada, who pro-
pofed to give him goods in exchange for fome prifoners
he had taken; “ your cloaths and utenfils do not tempt
“ me; but my prifoners are now in your power, and
‘ you may feize them: if you do, I muft go forth and
* take more prifoners, or perith in the attempt; and
if that chance thould befal me, I fhall die like a man

-

ik

“ but remember, that our nation will charge you as
“ the caufe of my death *.” With thefe apprehen-
fions, they have an elevation, and a ftatelinefs of car-
riage, which the pride of nobility, where it is mofl re-
vered by polifhed nations, feldom beftows.

# Charlevoix,

THEY
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THEY are attentive to their perfons, and employ much
time, as well as endure great pain, in the methods they
take to adorn their bodies, to give the permanent ftains
with which they are coloured, or preferve the paint,
which they are perpetually repairing, in order to appear
with advantage.

THEIR averfion to every fort of employment which
they hold to be mean, makes them pafs great part of
their time in idlenefs or fleep; and a man who, in
purfuit of a wild beaft, or to furprife his enemy, will
traverfe a hundred leagues on fnow, will not, to pro-
cure his food, fubmit to any fpecies of ordinary labour.
“ Strange,” fays Tacitus, * that the fame perfon fhould
“ be fo much averfe to repofe, and,fo much addi@ed to
“ floth.”

GanEs of hazard are not the invention of polifhed ages ;
men of curiofity have looked for their origin, in vain,
among the monuments of an obfcure antiquity; and
it 15 probable that they belonged to times too remote
and too rude even for the conjeGures of antiquarians to
reach. The very favage brings his furs, his utenfils,
and his beads, to the hazard-table: he finds here the
paflions and agitations which the applications of a
tedious induftry could not excite: and while the throw
is depending, he tears his hair, and beats his breaft,
with a rage which the more accomplithed gamefter
has fometimes learned to reprefs : he often quits the
party naked, and ftripped of all his poffeflions ; or where

flavery
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flavery is in ufe, ftakes his freedom to have one chance
more to recover his former lofs #.

WrrH all thefe infirmities, vices, or refpectable qua-
lities, belonging to the human {pecies in its rudeft ftate;
the love of fociety, friendfhip, and public affection, pe-
netration, eloquence, and courage, appear to have been
its original properties, not the fubfequent effe@s of de-
vice or invention. If mankind are qualified to improve
their manners, the fubject was furnifhed by nature; and
the effec of cultivation is not to infpire the {entiments of
tendernefs and generofity, nor to beftow the principal con-
{tituents of a refpectable characer, but to obviate the
cafual abufes of paflion ; and to prevent a mind, which
feels the beft difpofitions in their greateft force, from be-
ing at times likewife the fport of brutal appetite and
ungovernable violence.

WERE Lycurgus employed anew to operate on the
materials we have defcribed, he would find them, in
many important particulars, prepared by nature her-
felf for his ufe. His equality in matters of property
being already eftablifhed, he would have ne fa&ion to
apprehend from the oppofite interefls of the roor and the
rich; his fenate, his affembly of the people, is conflitu-
ted; his difcipline is in fome meafure adopted ; and the
place of his helots is fupplied by the tafl allotted to one
of the fexes. With all thefe advantages, he would ftill

* Thacitus, Lafitau, Charlevoix,

have




fi?11l!"" I‘:.'

144 Of Rude Nations prior 1o Part1I.

have had a very important leffon for civil fociety to
teach, that by which a few learn to command, and the
many are taught to obey: he would have all his
precautions to take again{t the future intrufion of
mercenary arts, the admiration of luxury, and the paf-
fion for intereft: he would ftill perhaps have a more
diflicule tafk than any of the former, in teaching his
citizens the command of appetite, and an indifference
to pleafure, as well as a contempt of pain; in teaching
them to maintain, in the field, the formality of uni-
form precautions, and as much to avoid being them-
{elves furprifed, as they endeavour to furprife their
f:nﬂ.:n}’.

For want of thefe advantages, rude nations in gene-
#al, though they are patient of hardfhip and fatigue,
though they are addicted to war, and are qualified by
their ftratagem and valour to throw terror into the ar-
mies of a more regular enemy; yet, in the courfe
of a continued ftruggle, always yield to the fuperior
arts, and the difcipline of more civilized nations. Hence
the Romans were able to over-run the provinces of
Gaul, Germany, and Britain; and hence the Europeans

have a growing afcendency over the nations of Africa
and America.

O~ the credit of a fuperiority which certain nations
poflefs, they think that they have a claim to dominion ;
and even Cafar appears to have forgotten what were the
paflions, as well as the rights of mankind, when he

complained,
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complained, that the Britons, after having fent him a
fubmiflive meflage to Gaul, perhaps to prevent hi; in-
vafion, ftill pretended to fight for their liberties, and to
oppofe his defcent on their ifland *,

THERE is not, perhaps, in the whole defeription of
mankind, a circumftance more remarkable than that
mutual contempt and averfion which nations, under a
different ftate of commercial arts, beftow on each other.
Addiéted to their own purfuits, and confidering their
own condition as the ftandard of human felicity, all
nations pretend to the preference, and in their pradlice
give fufficient proof of fincerity.  Even the favage
{till lefs than the citizen, can be made to quit that
manner of life in which he is trained- he loves that
freedom of mind which will not be bound to any
tafk, and which owns no {fuperior : however tempted to
mix with polifhed nations, and to better his fortune,
the firft moment of liberty brings him back to the
woods again; he droops and he pines in the ftreets of
the populous city; he wanders diffatisfied over the
open and the cultivated field; he feeks the frontier and
the foreft, where, with a conftitution prepared to under-
go the hardthips and the difficulties of the fituation,
he enjoys a delicious freedom from care, and a fedu-

* Cafar queftus, quod quum ultro in continentem legatis miffis pacem a
fe petiffent, bellum fine canfa intuliffent, Lib, 4.
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cing fociety, where no rules of behaviour are prefcribed,
but the fimple dictates of the heart.

SR G T, I1T.

Of Rude Nations under the Imprefions of Property and
Iuterefl.

I''T was a proverbial imprecation in ufe among the
A hunting nations on the confines of Siberia, That
their enemy might be obliged to live like a Tartar, and
be feized with the folly of breeding and attending his
cattle *. Nature, it feems, in their apprehenfion, by
{toring the woods and the defert with game, rendered
the tafk of the herdfman unneceflary, and left to man
only the trouble of fe]c&ing and of feizing his prey.

THE indolence of mankind, or rather their averfion
to any application in which they are not engaged by
immediate inftin& and paflion, retards their progrefs
in extending the notion of property. It has been found,
however, even while the means of fubfifience are left
in common, and the ftock of the public is yet undivi-
ded, that this notion is already applied to different
fubje@s ; as the fur and the bow pertain to the in-

% Abulgaze’s Genealogical Hillory of the Tartars,
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dividual; the cottage, with its furniture, are appropria-
ted to the family.

WugenN the parent begins to defire a better provifion
for his children than is found under the promifcuous
management of many copartners, when he has applied
his labour and his fkill apart, he aims at an exclufive
pofleflion, and feeks the property of the foil, as well as
the ufe of its fruits.

WHEN the individual no longer finds among his aflo-
ciates the fameinclination to commit every fubject to public
ufe, he is feized with concern for his perfonal fortune;
and 1s alarmed by the cares which every perfon entertains
for himfelf. Heisurged as much by emulationand jealou-
fy, as by the fenfe of neceflity. He fuffers confiderations
of intereft to reft on his mind, and when every prefent ap-
petite is fufficiently gratified, he can act with a view
to futurity, or rather finds an obje of vanity in ha-
ving amafled what is become a fubje¢t of competition,
and a matter of univerfal efteem. Upon this motive, where
violence is reftrained, he can apply his hand to lucrative

arts, confine himfelf to a tedious tafl, and wait with
patience for the diftant returns of his labour.
Trus mankind acquire induftry by many and by
flow degrees. They are taught to regard their interefl ;
they are taught to abftain from unlawful profits; they
are fecured in the peflefion of what they fairly ob-
tain; and by thefe methods the habits of the labourer, the
mechanic, and the trader, are gradually formed. A hoard,
T 2 collected
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collected from the fimple produtions of nature, or a herd of
cattle,are, in every rude nation, the firft fpecies of wealth.
The circumftances of the {oil, and the climate, determine
whether the inhabitant fhall apply himfelf chiefly to agri-
culture or pafture; whether he fhall fix his refidence, or
be moving continually about with all his pofleffions.

In the weft of Europe; in America, from fouth to
north, with a few exceptions ; in the torrid zone, and
every where within the warmer climates ; mankind have
generally applied themfelves to fome fpecies of agricul-
ture, and have been difpofed to fettlement. In the eaft
and the north of Afia, they depended entirely on their
herds, and were perpetually thifting their ground in fearch
of new pafture. The arts which pertain to fettlement
have been pratifed, and varioufly cultivated, by the inha-
bitants of Europe. Thofe which are confiftent with per-
perual migration, have, from the earlieft accounts of hi-
ftory, remained nearly the fame with the Scythian or
Tartar. The tent pitched on a moveable carriage, the
horfc applied to every purpofe of labour, and of war, of
the dairy, and of the butcher’s ftall, from the earlieft to
the lateft accounts, have made up the riches and equi-
page of this wandering people.

But in whatever way rude nations fubfift, there are
certain points in which, under the firt impreflions of
property, they nearly agree. Homer either lived with a
people in this ftage of their progrefs, or found himfelf en-
gaged to exhibit their character. Tacitus has made them
the fubject of a particular treatife; and if this be an a-

{ped
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{pect under which mankind deferve to be viewed, it muft
be confefled, that we have fingular advantages in collecting
their features. The portrait has already been drawn by
the ableft hands, and gives, at one view, in the WTItIng s
of thefe celebrated authors, whatever has been {eattered
in the relations of hiftorians, or whatever we have oppor-
tunities to obferve in the a@ual manners of men, who
{lill remain in a fumilar Nate.

IN pafling from the condition we have deferibed, to
this we have at prefent in view, mankind ftill retain
many parts of their earlieft charater. They are ftill a-
verfe to labour, addifled to war, admirers of fortitude,
and, in the language of Tacitus, more lavith of their
blood than of their fweat ¥. They are fond of fantaftic
ornaments in their drefs, and endeavour to fill up the lift-
lefs intervals of a life addicted to violence, with hazardous
{poits, and with games of chance. Every fervile occu-
pation they commit to women or flaves. But we may
apprehend, that the individval having now found a fe-
parate intereft, the bands of fociety muft become lefs
firm, and domeftic diforders more frequent. Tlie mem-
bers of any community, being diftinguifhed among them-
felves by unequal fhares in the diftribution of property,
the ground of a permanent and palpable fubordination
15 laid.,

THESE particulars accordingly take place among
mankind, in pafling from the favage to what may be

" ]}igl'lll‘_l quin immo et iners videtur, fudore acquirere quod pollis fangui-
Re DArare.

called
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called the barbarous flate. Members of the fame com-
munity enter into quarrels of competition or revenge.
They unite in following leaders, who are diftinguifhed
by their fortunes, and by the luftre of their birth. They
join the defire of {poil with the love of glory; and from
an opinion, that what is acquired by force, juftly pertains
to the victor, they become hunters of men, and bring e-
very contelt to the decifion of the fword.

EvErY mnation 1s a band of robbers, who prey wich-
out reftraint, or remorfe, on their neighbours. Cattle,
fays Achilles, may be feized in every field; and the
coafts of the /Egean fea were accordingly pillaged by the
heroes of Homer, for no other reafon, than becaufe thofe
heroes chofe to poffefs themfelves of the brafs and iron,
the cattle, the flaves, and the women, which were found
among the nations around them.

A Tartar mounted ‘on his horfe, is an animal of prey,
who only inquires where cattle are to be found, and how
far he muft go to poflefs them. The monk, who had
fallen under the difpleafure of Mangu Chan, made his
peace, by promifing, that the Pope, and the Chriftian
princes, fhould make a furrender of all their herds ¥,

A fimilar fpirit reigned, without exception, in all the
harbarous nations of Europe, Afia, and Africa. The

= Rubroguis,

antiquities
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antiquities of Greece and Italy, and the fables of every
ancient poet, contain examples of iws force. It was this
fpirit that brought our anceftors firft into the provinces
of the Roman empire; and that afterward, more per-
haps than their reverence for the crofs, led them to the
Eaft, to thare with the Tartars in the {poils of the Saracen
empire.

From the defcriptions contained in the laft {fection,
we may incline to believe, that mankind, in their fim-
pleft ftate, are on the eve of eredling republics. Their
love of equality, their habit of affembling in public coun-
cils, and their zeal for the tribe to which they belong,
are qualifications that fit them to act under that {pecies of
government; and they feem to have but a few fleps to
make, in order to reach its eftablilbment, They have
only to define the numbers of which their councils {hall-
confift, and to fettle the forms of their meeting: They
have only to beftow a permanent authority for reprefling
diforders, and to enat a few rules in favour of that ju-
ftice they have already acknowledged, and from inclina-
tion fo {iri¢tly obferve.

But thefe fteps are far from being fo eafily made, as
they appear on a flight or a tranfient view. The refolu-
tion of chufing, from among their equals, the magiftrate
to whom they give from thenceforward a right to con-
troul their own adtons, is far from the thoughts of
fimple men; and no eloquence, perhaps, could make

them
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them adopt this meafure, or give them any fenfe of its
ufe.

Even after nations have chofen a military leader,
they do not intruft him with any fpecies of civil autho-
rity. The captain, among the Caribbees, did not pre-
tend to decide in domeftic difputes; the terms jurifilic-
tion and government were unknown in their tongue *,

BerorE this important change is admitted, men
mult be accuftomed to the diftin@ion of ranks; and be-
fore they are fenfible that fubordination is matter of
choice, muft arrive at unequal conditions by chance. In
defiring property, they only mean to fecure their fub-
filtence: but the brave who lead in war, have likewifz the
largell fhare in its {poils. The eminent are fond of devi-
fing hereditary honours; and the multitude, who ad-
mire the parent, are ready to extend their efteem to his
offspring.

Possessions defcend, and the lufire of family grows
brighter with age. Hercules, who perhaps was an emi-
nent warrior, became a god with pofterity, and his race
was fet apart for royalty and fovereign power. When
the diftin¢tions of fortune and thofe of birth are conjoin-
ed, the chieftain enjoys a pre-eminence, as well at the
feaft as in the field. His followers take their place in
fubordinate flations ; and inftead of confidering them-

* Hiflory of the Caribbees.

felves




Seét. 3. Dmpreffions of Property and Tatercft. 153

felves as parts of a community, they rank as the follow-
ers of a chieftain, and take their defignation from the
name of their leader, They find a new object of public af-
fection, in defending his perfon, and in fupporting his
ftation ; they lend of their fubftance to form his eftate;
they are guided by his {iniles and his frowns ; and court,
as the higheft diftin@ion, a fhare in the fealt which
their own contributions have furnifhed.

As the former ftate of mankind feemed to point at
democracy, this feems to exhibit the rudiments of mo-
narchical government. But it is yet far thort of that
eftablifhment which is known in after ages by the name
of monarchy. The diftiné&ion between the leader and the
follower, the prince and the fubjed, is ftill but imper-
fetly marked: their purfuits and occupations are not
different; their minds are not unequally cultivated ; they
feed from the fame difh; they fleep together on the
ground ; the children of the king, as well as thofe of
the fubje, are employed in tending the flock; and the
keeper of the fwine was a prime counfellor at the court
of Ulyfles.

THE chieftain, fufficiently diftinguithed from his
tribe, to excite their ‘admiration, and to flatter their
vanity by a fuppofed affinity to his noble deftent, is the
object of their veneration, not of their envy: he is con-
fidered as the common bond of connelion, not as their
common mafter; is foremoft in danger, and has a princi-

pal fhare in their troubles : his glory is placed in the num-
8] ber
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ber of his attendants, in his fuperior magnanimity and
valour ; that of his followers, in being ready to fthed their
blood in his fervice *.

THE frequent practice of war tends to flrengthen
the bands of fociety, and the practice of depredation
itfelf engages men in trials of mutual attachment and
courage. What threatened to ruin and overfet every
good difpofition in the human breaft, what feemed to
banifh juftice from the focieties of men, tends to u-
nite the fpecies in clans and fraternities; formidable,
indeed, and hoftile to one another, but in the domeftic
fociety of each, faithful, difinterefted, and generous.
Frequent dangers, and the experience of fidelity and
valour, awaken the love of thofe wvirtues, render
them a fubje&t of admiration, and endear their pof-
feflors.

AcTUATED by great paflions, the love of glory, and
the defire of wviftory ; roufed by the menaces of an e-
nemy, or ftung with revenge; in fufpenfe between the
profpecls of ruin or conqueft, the barbarian fpends every
moment of relaxation in the indulgence of {loth, He
cannot defcend to the purfuits of induflry or mechanical
labour: the beaft of prey is a fluggard; the hunter and
the warrior fleeps, while women or flaves are made
to toil for his bread. But fhew him a quarry ata di-
ftance, he is bold, impetuous, artful, and rapacious : no

* Tacitus de meribus Germanorum,

bar
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bar can withftand his violence, and no fatigue can allay
his activity.

Even under this defcription mankind are generous
and hofpitable to ftrangers, as well as kind, affeGtionate,
and gentle, in their domeftic fociety *. Friendfhip and
enmity are to them terms of the greatelt importance:
they mingle not their functions together; they have
fingled out their enemy, and they have chofen their
friend. Even in depredation, the principal obje is
glory ; and {poil is confidered as a badge of victory.
Nations and tribes are their prey: the folitary traveller,
by whom they can acquire only the reputation of genero-
fity, is fuffered to pafs unhurt, or is treated with {plendid
munificence.

TroucH diftinguifhed into fmall cantons under their
feveral chieftains, and for the moft part feparated by
jealoufy and animofity; yet when prefled by wars and
formidable enemies, they fometimes unite in greater bo-
dies. Like the Greeks in their expedition to Troy, they
follow fome remarkable leader, and compofe a kingdom
of many feparate tribes. But fuch coalitions are merely
occafional ; and even during their continuance, more re-
femble republic than monarchy. The inferior chieftains
referve their importance, and intrude, with an air of e-
quality, into the councils of their leader, as the people of

* Jean du Plan Carpen. Rubruquis, Czfar, Tacit.

U2 their
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their feveral clans commonly intrude upon them ¥,
Upon what motive indeed could we fuppofe, that men
who live together in the greateft familiarity, and a-
mongft whom the diftinctions of rank are {o obfcurely
marked, wouldrefign their perfonal {fentiments and incli-
nations, or pay an implicit fubmiflion to a leader who

can neither overawe nor corrupt ?

MirLiTAaRY force muft be employed to extort, or the
hire of the venal to buy, that engagement which the
Tartar comes under to his prince, when he promifes,
“ That he will go where he fhall be commanded; that
# he will come when he {hall be called ; that he will kill
“ whoever is pointed out to him ; and, for the fu-
“ ture, that he will confider the voice of the King as a

* {word +.”

Tugse are the terms to which even the ftubborn
heart of the barbarian has been reduced, in confequence
of a defpotifm he himfelf had eftablithed ; and men
have, in that low ftate of the commercial arts, in Europe,
as well as in Afia, tafted of political flavery. When in-
tereft prevails in every breaft, the fovereign and his party
cannot efcape the infeGion: he employs the force with
which he is intrufted, to turn his people into a property,
and to command their pofleflions for his profit or his

* Kolbe ; Defcription of the Cape of Good Hope.
1 Simon de St Quintin,

pleafure.
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pleafure. If riches are by any people made the ftandard
of good and of evil, let them beware of the powers they
mtruft to their prince. “ With the Suiones,” fays Ta-
“ citus, riches are in high efteem; and this people are
“ accordingly difarmed, and reduced to flavery *.”

I'T is in this woful condition that mankind, being
flavith, intercfted, infidious, deceitful, and bloody, bear
marks, if not of the leaft curable, furely of the moft la-
mentable, fort of corruption . Among them, war is the
mere practice of rapine, to enrich the individual; com-

merce 15 turned into a fyftem of fnares and impofitions ;
and government by turns oppreflive or weak.

It were happy for the human race, when guided by
wnterelt, and not governed by laws, that being fplit into
nations of a moderate extent, they found in every can-
ton fome natural bar to its further enlargement, and
met with occupation enough in maintaining their in-
dependence, without being able to extend their do-
minion.

THERE is not difparity of rank, among men in rude
ages, fufficient to give their communities the form of
legal monarchy; and in a territory of confiderable ex-
tent, when united under one head, the warlike and tur-
bulent {pirit of its inhabitants {eems to require the bridle
of defpotifin and military force. Where any degree of

* De moribus Germanorum, + Chardin's Travels.

freedom
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freedom remains, the powers of the prince are, as they
were in moft of the rude monarchies of Europe, extreme-
ly precarious, and depend chiefly on his perfonal cha-
racter: where, on the contrary, the powers of the prince
are above the control of his people, they are likewife
above the reftrictions of law. Rapacity and terror be-
come the predominant motives of condu®, and form the
charalter of the only parties into which mankind are
divided, that of the oppreflor, and that of the opprefTed,

Tris calamity threatened Europe for ages, under the
conqueft and fettlement of its new inhabitants *. It hasg
actually taken place in Afia, where fimilar conquefts
have been made; and even without the ordinary opiates
of effeminacy, or a fervile weaknefs, founded on luxury,
it has furprifed the Tartar on his wain, in the rear of his
herds. Among this people, in the heart of a great con-
tinent, bold and enterprifing warriors arofe: they fub-
dued, by furprife, or {fuperior abilities, the contiguous
hords; they gained, in their progrefs, acceflions of num-
bers and of ftrength; and, like a torrent increafing
as it defcends, became too ftrong for any bar that could
be oppofed to their paffage. The conquering tribe, du-
ring a fucceflion of ages, furnifhed the prince with his
guards ; and while they themfelves were allowed to {hare

* See Hume's hiftory of the Tudors. There fecmed to be nothing
wanting to eftablifha perfedt defpotifm in that houle, buta few regiments of
troops under the command of the crown.

iR




Sedt. 3. Impreffions of Property and Interefl. 155

in its fpoils, were the voluntary tools of oppreffion.
In this manner has defpotifin and corruption made their
way into regions fo much renowned for the wild freedom
of nature: a power which was the terror of every effe-
minate provinee is difarmed, and the nurfery of nations
is itfelf gone to decay *.

VHERE rude nations efcape this calamity, they re-
quire the exercife of foreign wars to maintain domeflic
peace : when no enemy appears from abroad, they have
leifure for private feuds, and employ that courage in their
diffenfions at home, which, in time of war, is employed
in defence of their country..

“ Amownc the Gauls,” fays Czfar, “ there are fub-
“ divifions, not only in every nation, and in every

“ diftrict and village, but almoft in every houfe, every
i

one muft fly to fome patron for protedtion - In this
diftribution of parties, not only the feuds of clans, but
the quarrels of families, even the differences and com-
petitions of individuals, are decided by force. The fove-
reign, when unaflifted by fuperflition, endecavours in
vain to employ his jurifdiction, or to procure a {ubmii-
fion to the decifions of law. By a people who are ac-
cuftomed to owe their pofleffions to violence, and who

defpife fortune itfelf without the reputation of courage;.

* See the Hiltory of the Huns,

t De Lello Gallico, lib, 6.
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no umpire is admitted but the fivord. Scipio offered
his arbitration to terminate the competition of two
Spaniards in a difputed fucceflion : “ That,” faid they,
* we have already refufed to our relations: we do not
*“ fubmit our difference to the judgement of men; and
1] _ _ T i 1
even among the gods, we appeal to Mars alone ¥.

[T is well known that the nations of Europe carried
this mode of proceeding to a degree of formality un-
heard of in other parts of the world : the civil and cri-
minal judge could, in moft cafes, do no more than ap-
point the lifts, and leave the parties to decide their caufe
by the combat: they apprehended that the vi@or had a
verdict of the gods in his favour: and when they dropped in
any inftance this extraordinary form of procefs, they fub-
ftituted in its place fome other more capricious appeal to
chance ; in which they likewife thought that the judge-
ment of the gods was declared.

THE fierce nations of Europe were even fond of the
combat as an exercife and a fport. In the abfence of
real quarrels, companions challenged each other to a
trial of fkill, in which one of them frequently perifhed,
When Scipio celebrated the funeral of his father and his
uncle, the Spaniards came in pairs to fight, and, by a
public exhibition of their duels, to increafe the folem-

nity -
* Livy.
£ Ib. Lib, 5

i
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IN this wild and lawlefs ftate, where the effe@s of truc
religion would have been {o defireable, and fo falutary,
{fuperftition frequently difputes the afcendant even with
the admiration of valour; and an order of men, like the
Druids among the ancient Gauls and Britons * tor {fome
pretender to divination, as at the Cape of Good Hope,
finds, in the credit which is paid to his forcery, a way to
the pofleflion of power: his magic wand comes in com-
petition with the {word itfelf; and, in the manner of the
Druids, gives the firlt rudiments of civil government to
fome, or, like the fuppofed defcendent of the fun ameng
the Natchez, and the Lama among the Tartdrs, to o-
thers, an early tafte of defpotifm and abfolute flavery.

‘WE are generally ata lofs to conceive how mankind
can fubfift under cuftoms and manners extremely dif-
ferent from our own; and we are apt to exaggerate the
mifery of barbarous times, by an imagination of what
we ourfelves fhould fuffer in a fituation to which we are
not accuftomed. But every age hath its confolations, as
well as its fufferings+. In the interval of occafional out-

A rec
rages,

¥ Cefar.

1 Prifeus, when employed on an cmbafly to Attily, v

s accolted in

Greek, by a perfon who wore the drefs of a Scythian. Having expreffed
furprife, and 1lci]1g defirons to know the caule of his fLay in fo wild a
company, was told, that this Greek had been a captive, and for fonie

time a {lave, till he obtained his ity inreward of fome remarkable adtion,

“ 1 live more happily here,” fays ke, * than
€

the Roman

T 431 | P
=1 L didh under
government = for they who live with the Scy if they can endure
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rages, the friendly intercourfes of men, even in their
rudeft condition, is affe¢tionate and happy *.  In rude
ages, the perfons and properties of individuals are fecare;
becaufe each has a friend, as well as an enemy ; and if
the one is difpofed to moleft, the other is ready to pro-
teét; and the very admiration of valour, which in fome
inftances tends to fandify violence, infpires likewife
certain maxims of generofity and henour, that tend to
prevent the commiffion of wrongs.

MzxN bear with the defe@s of their policy, as they de
with hard{hips and inconveniencies in their manner of li-
ving. The alarms and the fatigues of war become a
neceflary recreation to thofe who are accuftomed to them,
and who have the tone of their pailions raifed above lefs
animating or trying occafions. Old men, among the
courtiers of Attila, wept, when they heard of heroic
deeds, which they themfelves could no longer perform .
And among the Celtic nations, when age rendered the

¢ the fatigues of war, have nothing elfe to moleft them; they enjoy their
“ poffellions undifturbed : whereas you are continually @ prey to fnrc]rnv—[l-;
enemies, or to bad government ; you are forbid to carry arms in your own
defence 5 you fuffer from the remiffnefs and ill condu& of thofe who are

appointed to p roteft you ; the evils of peace are even worfe than thofe of
war; no punifiment is ever inflicted on the powerful or the rich; no

-

mercy is [liown to the poor; although your infticutions were wifely devi-
fed, yetin the management of corrupted men, their effeéts are pernicious

w and cruel,” Excerpta de legationibus,
* P’ Arvieux's Hilt: of the Wild Arabs

b Ibid.
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warrior unfit for his former toils, it was the cuftom, in
order to abridge the languors of a liftlefs and inad&ive life,
to fue for death at the hands of his friends *.

WiTH all this ferocity of fpirit, the rude nations of
the Weft were fubdued by the policy and more regular
warfare of the Romans. The point of honour, which
the barbarians of Europe adopted as individuals, expofed
them to a peculiar difadvantage, by rendering them, e-
ven in their national wars, averfe to affailing their ene-
my by furprife, or taking the benefit of flratagem; and
though feparately bold and intrepid, yet, like other rude
nations, they were, when aflembled in great bodies, ad-
dited to fuperftition, and fubje@ to panics.

THEY were, from a conftioufnefs of their perfo-
nal courage and force, fanguine on the eve of battle 3
they were, beyond the bounds of moderation, elated on
fuccefs, and dejected in adverfity; and being difpofed
to confider every event as a judgement of the gods, they
were never qualified by an uniform application of pru-
dence, to make the moft of their forces, to repair their
misfortunes, or to improve their advantages.

* Ubi tranfcendit florentes viribus annos,
Impatiens ®vi {pernit novifle feneftam.
Siliug, lib, 1. 225,

X2 REsicNED
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RESIGNED to the government of affeétion and paflion,
they were generous and faithful where they had fixed an
attachment; implacable, froward, and cruel, where
they had conceived a diflike: addicted to debauchery,
and the immoderate ufe of intoxicating liquors, they de-
liberated on the affairs of {tate in the heat of their riot ;
and in the fame dangerous moments, conceived the de-
figns of military enterprife, or terminated their domeftic

diflenfions by the dagger or the {fword.

In their wars they preferred death to captivity. The
victorious armies of the Romans, in entering a town by
aflault, or inforcing an incampment, have found the
mother in the aét of deftroying her children, that they
might not be taken ; and the dagger of the parent, red
with the blood of his family, ready to be plunged at
lalt into his own breafl *.

Ix all thefc particulars we perceive that wigour of
fpirit, which renders diforder itfelf refpe@able, and which
qualifies men, if fortunate in their fituation, to lay the
bafis of domeftic liberty, as well as to maintain againft
foreign enemies their national independence and freedom.

B Liv. lib. x5, 11. Dio Caf,
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